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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Diomhtr  \Ji^  X74I- 

7hi  new  Hmfe  of  Commons  hting  mety  the  XJflitr  caim  from  thi  Houft 
rf  Lordsy  with  Hit  Majejtfs  corftmanis  for  tbiir  immediate  attend^ 
aiue^  when  they  were  ordered  to  chufe  a  Speaker  \  and  being  returned^ 
Mr.  Pblham  addrejfed  himfelf  in  the  following  manner  to  the  Qerk 
of  the  Honfe. 

Mr.  Hardino, 

AS  we  are  here  afiembled^in  purfliance  of  the  imperial  fammond, 
it  is  neceflkry,  in  obedience  to  His  Majefty*s  commandS)  ainS 
die  eftabli(hed  cuftom  of  this  Houfe,  we  proceed  immediately  to  the 
cboice  of  a  perfen  qualified  for  the  Chair.— ——Gentlemen,  It  is  with 
no  common  degree  of  fatisfadion,  that  I  obferve  this  aflembly  fo 
jUHBerous  on  tfae  firft  day;  becauft  whatever  is  tranfatS^ed  by  us,  muft 
neceflarily  be  confidered  by  the  nation  with  more  regard,  as  it  is  ap- 
proved by  a  greater  number  of  their  repreientatives ;  and  becaufe  the 
ptcfent  afiair,  which  relaM  particularly  to  this  Houfe,  muft  be  more 
lattsfiidorily  .conduced)  as  our  number  is  greater;  fince  ^\tTj  man 
VoL.II.  B  muft 
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muft  willingly  abide  by  his  own  choice,  and  chcarfully  fubmit  to  that 
authority,  of  wbid^-hebaf^  htm(et#  eonettwad-te  the  eftftMifliment^ 
The  qualifications  required  in  the  perfon  who  (hall  fill  the  chair, 

to  his  twrtrepmatten^'art        tfftraiasige  6f  thrtlcnft,*lf  Is  not 

ncccffary  minutely  to  recount ;  it  being  obvious  to  every  Gentleman 
who  hears  me,  that  he  muft  poflefs  fuch  an  equality  of  temper,  as., 
may  enable  hiny  always  toprefervent  fteady  and  impartial  a^tfntibn, 
neither  difcomfftsfed  by  the  irregularhies  into  which  fome  Gentlemen 
unacquainted  with  the  forms  of  this  aflcmbly  may  eafily  fall,  nor 
difconcerted  by  the  heat  and  turbulence  to  which,  in  former  parlia- 
ments, fome  of  thofe  whofe  experience  might  have  taught  them  the 
ncceffity  of  decency,  have  been  too  often  hurried  by  the  cagernefs 
of  coiitrovtrfy.  That  he  inuft  ftdd  tdi  this  pirpetufil  fercrtity,  fUCh  a 
firmnefs  of  mind,  as  may  enable  him  to  rcprefs  petulance  and  fuMuc 
contumacy,  and  fupport  the  orders  of  the  Houfe,  in  whatever  con- 
trariety of  counfels, or^commptioa  of  debate^. againft^all  attempts  of 
infraftion  or  deviation.  That  to  give  efficacy  to  his  interpofitions, 
ahd  procure  veneration  to  his  decifions,  he  muft,  from  his'  general 
character  and  perfonal  qualities,  derive  iOich  dignity  and  authority,  as 
may  naturally  difpofe  the  minds  of  others  to  obedience,  as  may  fup- 
prefs  the  murmurs  of  envy,  and  prevent  the  ftruggles  of  competition. 

Thefe  qualifications  were  eminently  confpicuous  in  the  Gentleman 
who  filled  the  Chair  in  the  earlier  part  of  my  life,  and  who  is  noV^ 
one  of  the  ornaments  of  the  other  Houie.  £uch  were  his  abilities, 
and  fuch  his  conduct^  that  it  yvould  be  prefumptuous  in  any  man, 
.however  endow£d  by  nature,  or  accompliibed  byftudy,  to  aipire  to 
furpafshim;  nor  can  a  higher  .encomium  be  eafily  conceived,  than 
this  Houfe  beftowed  upon  that  pcrfpn,  who  was  thought  worthy  to 
fucceed  him. 

The  office  which  we  have  now  to  confer,  is  not  only  arduous  i^itli 
regard  to  the  abiKties  neceflary  to  the  execution  of  it,  but  extrecnel/ 
.burthenibmc  and  laborious,  fuch  as  requires  continual  at^ndgncc, 
and  inceiTant  applicatioA; .  i^or  can  it  be  expeiSbd  tbat  any  man  would 
cv^g^gc  in  it,  who  is  not  rfady  to  devote  his  tinfte  and  hia  heakh  to 
the  fervice  of  the  public,  and  to  fir uggte  with  fatigue  and  xeftraint 
for  the  advantage  of  his  co^ot^}^ 

*  Such  is  the  Gentleman  yhotn  I  fliall  propoTe  %o  your  chdce  ^  oi|e 
whofe.  sseal  for  the  pr<?fent imperial  houfe,  an^  the  profperity  of  the 
nation,  has  been  always  aqknowl^4g^dj  ind  gf  Whom  it  cannot  be 

.     ^fpcaed 
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I  fitfpefied  that  he  will  be  deterred  by  aiiy  difficulties  from  a  province 
I  wUch  will  aiFord  him  fo  frequent  opportunities  of  promoting  the 
I     common  intereft  of  the  Emperor  and  the  people. 

What  fiicccfs  may  be  expedcd  from  his  endeavours,  we  can  6n}y 
jodge  firom  his  prefent  influence ;  influence  produced  only  by  his 
private  virtues,  but  fo  extenfive  in  that  part  of  the  nation  which  lies 
widiin  the  reach  of  his  beneficence,  and  the  obfervation  of  his  merit, 
that  it  iets  him  not  only  above  the  danger,  but  above  the  fear  of 
oppofition,  and  fecures  him  a  feat  in  this  aflembly  without  conteft* 

Thus  deputed  by  his  country  to  many  fucccflive  fenates,  he  has 
acquired  an  unrivalled  degree  of  knowledge  in  the  methods  of  our 
proceedings,  and  an  eminent  dexterity  in  digefting  them  with  that 
order  and  perfpicuity  by  which  only  the  tranfaftion  of  great  affairs 
can  be  made  expeditious,  and  the  difcuflHon  of  difHcult  queilions  be 
difentangled  from  perplexity  ^  qualities  which  are  now  made  particu- 
larly neceflary  by  the  importance  of  the  fubjefts  to  be  confidered  in 
this  fenate :  fo  that  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  unanimoufly  concur 
widi  me  in  defiring  that  the  ^hair  may  be  filled  by  a  perfon  eminently 
diftinguifhed  by  his  kaowledge^  his  integrity,  his  diligence,  and  his 
reputation;  and  therefore  I  .move,  without  fcruple,  that  the  Right 
Hon,  Arthur  Onflow,  Efq;  be  called  to  the  Chair. 

Then  Mr.  Clutter  buck  feconded  the  motion  in  this  manner  :  . 
That  I  am  not  able  to  add  any  thing  to  the  encomium  on  the  Right 
Hwiourable  Gentleman  nominated  to  the  Prcfident's  Chair,  gives 
me  no  concern,  becaufe  I  am  confident,  that  in  the  opinion  of  this 
aflembly  his  name  alone  included  all  panegyric,  and  that  he  who 
jrtcommends  Arthur  Onflow,  Efq;  will  never  be  required  to  give 
the  reafon  of  his  choice.  I  therefore  rife  now  only  to  continue  the 
common  methods  of  the  Houfe,  and  to  fecond  a  motion  which  I  do 
iioc  exped  that  any  will  oppofe. 

[Here  the  whole  aflembly  cried  out,  with  a  general  acclamation. 
Onflow,  Onflow.] 

Mr.  Onslow  then  rofe  up  and  faid :  Though  I  might  alledge 
many  reafons  againfl  this  choice,  of  which  the  ftrongeft  is  rty  inability 
to  difcharge  the  trufl  conferred  upon  me  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  its 
importance,  yet  I  have  too  high  an  idea  of  the  wifdom  of  this  afTem- 
Wy,  to  imagine  that  they  form  any  refolution  without  jufl  motives  ; 
and  therefore  ihall  think  it  my  duty  to  comply  with  their  determina- 
tion, however  oppodte  to  my  own  opinion. 

B  2  Mr. 


Mr.  Pclham  and  Mr.  Clutterbuck  then  led  him  to  the  Chalp, 

;t7ber«,  before  be  went  up  to  it,  he  derured,  That  the  Houfe  would 

eonfider  how  little  he  was  qualified  for  the  office  which  they  were 

,ab«ut  to  confer  upon  him,  and  fix  their  choice  upon  fome  other  per- 

fon,  who^ght  be  capable  of  difcharging  (6  important  a  truft. 

The  Members  calling  out.  The  Chair,  Chair,  Chair,  he  afcende^ 
thaftep,  and  then  addreiied  himfclf  thus  to  the  Houfe :-— Gentlemen, 
Since  it  is  your  refolution,that  lihould  once  more  receive  the  honour 
of  being  exalted  to  this  important  office,  for  which  it  is  not  neceflkrf 
to  mention  how  little  I  am  qualified,  fince  I  may  hope  that  thofe  de^ 
fe£b  which  have  hitherto  been  excufed,  will  ftill  find  the  fame  indul- 
gence ;  my  gratitude  for  a  diftindlion  fo  little  deferved,  will  always 
incite  me  to  confiilt  the  honour  of  the  Houfe,  ^nd  enable  me  to 
fupply  by  duty  and  diligence  what  is  wanting  in  my  knowledge  and 
capacity. 

Deamber  4/^,  1741*  1 

The  King  came  again  to  the  Houfe  of  Lordsy  and  the  Commons  being  fent 
Jorj  His  Majefly  approved  their  choice  of  a  Prefidenty  and  made  a 
fpeech  to  both  Houfesy  in  which  he  reprefented  to  them^  That  their 
counfel  was  in  a  particular  manner  neceflary,  as  they  were  en- 
gaged, in  a  war  with  Spain,  as  the  affairs  of  all  Europe  were  in 
confufion,  by  the  confederacy  of  many  formidable  powers  for  the 
deflru^ion  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  j  .that  both  Houfes  of  the  pre- 
ceding feffion  had  come  to  the  ftrongeft  refolutions  in  favour  of 
the  Queen  of  Hungary,   but  that  the  other  powers  who  were 
equally  engaged  to  fupport  her,  had  not  yet  tlOxA  according  to  therr 
ftipulations ;  that  he  had  endeavoured  to  affift  her  ever  fince  the 
death  of  the  Emperor  Charles,  and  hoped  that  a  juft  fenfeof  com- 
,     mon  danger  would  induce  other  nations  to  unite  with  him ;  but 
that  in  this  uncertain  fituation,  it  was  neceflary  that  Britain  (hould 
be  in  a  condition  of  fupporting  itfclf  and  its  allies,  as  anyexigenc?y 
might  require.     He  therefore  ordered  the  eftimates  for  the  enfuing 
yar  to  be  laid  before  the  Commons. -^This  fpeech  being  under  the  cori^ 
fideration  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords y  Lord  M  ALTON  jj^i^  in  the  fbl-^ 
lowing  manner. 

My  Lords,  Though  the  prefent  perplexity  of  our  ai!airs,  the  con« 
irariety  of  opinions  produced  by  it,   and  the  warmth  with  which 

each 


A\  i'74't.]  THE       A    D.  D   RE   S    S*  ^ 

each  opmion  will  probably  be  fupported^  might  jufily  difcourage  me 
from  propoiiog  any  of  my  fentiments  to  this  great  aflembly,  yet  I 
camiot  repreis  my  inclination  to  offer  a  motion,  in  my  opinion,  regu« 
hr  and  feafonable,  and  which,  if  it  Should  appear  otherwife  to  your 
Lordlhips,  will,  I  hope,  though  it  fliould  not  be  received,  at  leaft  be 
forgiven,  becaufe  I  have  never  before  wearied  your  patience,  or 
interrupted  or  retarded  your  confultations. 

But  I  am  very  far  from  imagining  that  by  this  motion  I  can  give 
any  occafion  to  debate  or  oppofition,  becaufe  I  (hall  propofe  no  inno- 
vation in  the  principles,  or  alteration  of  the  praftice  of  this  allembly, 
nor  intend  any  thing  more  than  to  lay  before  your  Lordihips  my 
opinion  of  the  manner  in  which  it  may  be  proper  to  addre&  His 
Majefty. 

To  return  Him  our  humble  thanks  for  His  moft  gracious  fpeech. 
from  the  throne,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  prefent  unto  His  Majefty 
Our  fincere  and  joyful  congratulations  on  his  fafe  and  happy  return 
into  this  empire. 

To  obfcrve  with  the  utraoft  thankfulnefs  the  great  concern  which 
His  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  exprefs  for  carrying  on  the  juft  and 
necefiary  war  againft  Spain,  which  we  hope,  by  the  divine  blef&ng 
dpon  His  Majefty*s  arms,  will  be  attended  with  fuccefs  equal  to  tbt' 
juftice  of  his  caufe,  and  the  ardent  wiflies  of  his  people.    That, 

His  Majefty  has  fo  truly  reprcfentcd  the  impending  dangers  to 
which  Europe  i&expofed,  in  the  prefent  critical  conjunfture,  as  muft 
awaken,  in  every  one,  an  attention  fuitable  to  the  occafion  :  And  we 
Cannot  but  be  fully  fenfible  of  the  evil  confcquenccs  arifing  from  the 
defigns  and  enterprizes,  formed  and  carrying  on  for  the  fubverfion 
or  reduAion  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  which  threaten  fuch  apparent 
mtichiefs  to  the  common  caufe. 

To  acknowledge  his  imperial  goodnefs  in  expreffing  fo  earneft 
a  deCre  to  receive,  and  fo  high  a  regard  for,  the  advice  of  His  Par- 
fiament:  His  Majefty,  fecure  of  the  loyalty  and  affeftions  of  His 
people,  may  rely  upon  that,  with  the  beft  grounded  confidence ;  and 
to  affurc  His  Majefty,  Aat  we  will  not  fail  to  take  the  important 
poinb,  which  he  has  been  pleafed  to  mention  to  us,  into  our  moft 
ilerious  confideration  i  and,  in  the  moft  dutiful  manner,  to  oflfer  to 
His  Majefty  fuch  advice  as  flialt  appear  to  us  to  be  moft  conducive  to 
the  honour  and  true  intereft  of  His  rrown  and  kingdoms.  To  afTure^ 
ll^*Majefty  that  we  have  a  due  fenfe,  how  much  the  prefent  pofture 

B  3  of 
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<)f  affairs  calls- upon  US  for  that  unanimity,  vigour,  and  difpatcb,  which 
His  Majefty  has  fo  wifely  recommended  to  us  j  and  to  give  His  Ma- 
jefty  the  ftrongeft  aflurances,  that  wc  will  vigoroufly  and  heartily 
concur  in  all  jufl  and  ncceflary  meafures  for  the  defence  and  fupport 
of  His  Majefty,  the  maintenanQp  of  the  balance  and  liberties  of 
Europe,  and  the  affiftance  of  our  allies. 

That  as  duty  and  affcftion  to  His  Majefty  are,  in  us,  fixed  an.d 
uijalterable  principles,  fo  we  feel  the  inipreftions  of  them,  at  this  tirne^ 
fo  ftrong  and  lively  in  our  breafts,  that  we  cannot  omit  to  lay  hold 
on  this  opportunity  of  approaching  His  imperial  prefence,  to  renew 
the  moft  fincere  profeifions  of  our  conftant  and  inviolable  fidelity; 
And  to  promife  His  Majefty,  that  we  will,  at  the  hazard  of  all  that 
is  dear  to  us,  exert  ourfclves  for  the  defence  and  prcfervajion  of  Hisi 
facred  perfon  and  government,  and  the  maintenance W  the  Proteftant 
fucceffion  in  His  imperial  houfe,  on  which  the  continuance  of  the 
Proteftant  religion,  and  the  liberties  of  Britain,  do,  under  God^ 
depend. 

,  My  Lords,  As  this  addrefs  will  not  obftru6l  any  future  enquiries, 
by  any  approbation  of  paft  meafures,  either  pofitive  or  implied,! 
doubt  not  but  your  Lordfhips  will  readiiy  concur  in  it,  and  am  per- 
luadcd,  that  it  will  confirm  His  Majefty's  regard  for  our  councils, 
and  confidence  in  our  loyalty.  * 

■ 

Lord  LovEL  fpoke  next  to  this  effe<3:; — ^My  Lords,  The  dangers 
which  have  been  juftly  reprefentcd  by  His  Majefty,  ought  to  remind 
us  of  the  importance  of  unufual  circumfpeflion  in  our  condud,  and 
deter  us  from  any  innovations,  of  which  we  may  not  forefee  the  con-v 
fequences,  at  a  time  when  there  may  be  no  opportunity  of  repairing 
any  mifcarriage,  or  corre^^ing  any  miftake. 

There  appears,  my  Lords,  not  to  be  at  this  time  any  particular 
reafon  for  changing  the  form  of  our  addrefles,  no  privileges  of  our 
Houfe  have  been  invaded,  nor  any  defigns  formed  againft  the  public^ 
His  Majefty  has  evidently  not  deviated  from  the  praflice  of  the  wifeft 
and  moft  beloved  ofourBritifti  monarchs;  he  has,  upon  this  emer- 
gence of  unexpected  difficulties,  fummoned  the  fcnate  to  counfel  and 
aflift  him;  and  furely  it  will  not  be  confiftent  with  the  wifdom  of  this 
Houfe  to  increafe  the  prefcnt  perplexity  of  our  affairs,  by  new  cm- 
barraffmentSj  which  may  be  eafily  imagined  likely  to  arifc  from  au 
^ddrcfs  different  from  thofc  which  cuftom  has  eftablifhcd. 
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Tbc  pr4fyeet  which  now  lies  4)C&re  ^^  a  pcOfpcA-  which  preients 
OS  onljr  with  dftfigeos^  4iftr%Qion^  iava^iocis,  and  .ravolucions,  ought 
to  engage  our  attentions,  without  leaving  us  at  leifure  for  difpiU#i,ti9a$ 
up«n  ceremdnie^  or  foriM.  it  ought  to  be  the  care  of  every  Lord  in 
this  Houfe,  not  how  to  addrefs^  but  how  tp  advife  his  Maj^fty ;  how 
fo  affift  the  cotmctls  of  the  public,  and  contribute  .to  fuch  determina- 
tions, as  may  avert  the  calamities  that  impend  over  mankind,  and  ft^p 
ihe  wild  cxcur&mf  of  power  and  ambition. 

We  ought  to  refle^l,  my  Lords,  that  the  expci^tions  of  all  Europe; 
ape  ratfint  by  the  convocation  of  this  Afiembly  ^  find  that  from  our  re- 
ibiutions,  whole  nations  are  waiting  for  their  fi(x>tence.  And  how  wi|l 
mankind  be  difappointed  when  they  (ball  hear,  that  inflead  of  declaring 
war  upon^fttrpers,  or  impofing  peace  on  the  difturbci:^  of  mapkin<i^  in^ 
fiead  of  equipping  navies  to  direci  th«  courfe  of  con>merce,  or  raifing 
^mies  to  regulate  the  (bte  of  the  continei>t,  we  niet  here  in  a  fu)l 
aflembly,  and  disagreed  upoA  the  form  of  anaddre(s. 

Let  us,  therefore,  my  Lords,  lay  aCde,  at  lead  for  this  time,  aU 
petty  debates  and  minute  enquiries,  and  engage  ail  in  the.  great  atr 
tempt  of  re-eftat?liibing  quiet  in  the  world,  and  fettling  the  limits  ^f 
the  kingdoms  of  Europe. 

-  Then  Lord  Ca&t£R£t  fpoke  in  iubftance  as  foUo^^s :— rMy 
Xords,  there  is  I  find  at  leaft  one  point  upon  which  it  is  probable  that 
tfaoie  will  now  agree  ^hofe  fentiments  have  hitherto  been,  on  almofi: 
CTcry  occafion,  widely  different.  The  danger  pf  our  prefent  iltuatioa 
is  g^ocrally  aDowed ;  hut  the  confequences  deduced  from  it  are  fo  coiw 
traiy  to  each  other, .  as  give  litUe  hopes  of  that  unanimity  which  times 
of  danger  particularly  require. 

It  is  alledged'by  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft,  that  fince  we  are 
involved  in  difficulties,  we  pught  only  to  enquire  how  to  extri-* 
oucfelves,  and  therefore  pught  not  to  leave  ourfelves  the  right  ^f 
enquiring  how  we  were  entangled  in  them,  left  the  perplexity  of  dif^ 
feientconfidetations  ihould  diilipate  our  attention,  and  difable  us  frogoi 
fiormts^  any.  ufeful  determinations,  or  exerting  any  vigorous  eSpn§ 
tor  our  ddiverance* ' 

But,  in  my  opinion,  my  Lords,  the  moft  probable  way  of  rempvijig 
difficulties,  is  to  examine  how  they  were  produced,  and  by  confcii 
i|uence  to  whom  they  are  to  be  imputed  ^  for  certainly,  my  Lords,  ip 
it  not  to  be  hoped  that  we  fhall  regain  what  we  have  loft,  but  by 
Oicafiircs  different  from  thofe  which  have  reducad  us  to  our  prefcni 
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ftftte,  and  by  the  tffiftance  of  other  counfeUon  than'thofe  who^have 
funir  ti8  into  the  contempt,  and  ^poftd  us  to  the  ravages  of  every 
nation  throughout  the  world. 

That  this  enquiry,  my  Lords,  may  be  free  and  unobftnifbd,  it  is 
neceflary  to  addrefs  th^  Throne,  after  the  manner  of  our  ariceftors^ 
in  general  terms,  without  defcending  to  particular  £ids,  which,  as 
^we  have  not  yet  examined  them,  we  can  neither  cenfure  nor  approve. 

It  has  been  objected  by  the  noble  Lord,  that  foreign  nations  will  be 
^iBfappQinted  by  hearing,  that  inftead  of  menaces  of  vengeance,  and 
declarations  of  unalterable  adherence  to  the  liberties  of  Europe,  we 
have  wafted  our  time  at  this  important  jundure  in  fettling  the  fom 
of  an  addrefs. 

That  little  time  may  be  wafted  on  this  occaTton,  I  hope  your  Lord* 
•fhips  will  very  fpeedily  agree  to  an  addrefs  fuitable  to  the  dignity  of 
thofe  who  make  it,,  and  to  the  occafton  upon  which  it  is  made ;  for  I 
cannot  but  allow,  that  the  prefent  ftate  tff  our  affairs  calls  upon  us  for 
^ifpatch :  but  though  bufuieft  ought  at  this  time  undoubtedly  to  be  £X^ 
pedited,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  precipitated  ;  and  if  it  be  demanded 
'that  the  moft  important  queftions  be  firft  determined,  I  know  not  any 
thing  of  greater  moment  than  that  before  us. 

■  How  we  fhall  gratify  the  expedlations  of  foreign  powers,  ought 
'not,  my  Lords,  to  be  our  firft  or  chief  confideration ;  we  ought 
certainly  firft  to  enquire  how  the  people  may  be  fet  free  from  thofe 
•fufpicions,  which  a  long  train  of  meafures  evidently  tending  to  impair 
their  privileges,  has  raifed ;  and  how  they  may  be  confirmed  in  thrir 
fidelity  to  th^  government,  of  which  they  have  for  many  years  found 
no  other  efkOs  than  taxes  and  exaftlons,  for  which  they  have  received 
neither  protection  abroad,  nor  encouragement  at  home* 
•  But,  my  Lords,  if  it  be  necefiary  to  confult  the  inclinations,  and 
cultivate  the  efteem  of  foreigp  powers,  I  believe  nothing  will  niiie 
more  confidence  in  our  allies,  if  there  be  any  who  are  not  now 
•afhamed  of  that  name,  or  more  iotimidate  thofe  whofe  defigns  it  is 
•our  intereft  to  defeat,  than  an  open  teftimony  of  our  refolution  ho 
longer  to  approve  that  conduA  by  which  the  Liberty  of  half  Europe 
fats  been  endangered  ;  and  not  to  lavifti  praifes  on  thofe  men,  who 
have  in  twenty  years  never  tranfaded  any  thing  to  the  real  benefit  of 
their  country,  and  of  whom  it  is  highly  probable  that  they  have  in  the 
prefent  war  ftipulated  for  the  defeat  of  all  our  attempts,  and  agreed  hj 
Tome  execrable  compa^  to  facilitate  the  exaltation  of  Hie  Houfe  of 
^purbon* 

Ufon 
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Upon  what  fa^  I  ground  acculadons  fo  atrocious  may  juftljr  be 
enquired  by  your  LorcUhips ;  nor  (hall  I  find  any  difficulty  in  anfwer-* 
iif  your  demand.  For,  if  weextend  our  view  over  the  whole  worlds 
and  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  all  our  aiFairs,  we  (hall  find  nothing  but 
defeats,  mifcarriages,  and  impotence,  with  their  ufual  confequences, 
contempt  and  diftrufi'.  We  (hall  difcover  neither  any  tokens. of  that 
ftar  among  our  enemies,  which  the  power  of  the  nation,  and  the  re* 
potation  of  our  former  vi^ries  might  naturally  produce,  nor  any 
proofs  of  that  confidence  among  thofe  whom  we  ilill  continue  to  term 
our  allies,  which  the  vigour  with  which  we  have  formerly  fupported 
our  confederacies,  give  us  a  right  to  expe£t.  Thofe  whom  we  once 
trunpled  infult  us,  and  thofe  whom  we  once  prote£bd,  give  us  no 
credit. 

'  How  reafonably,  my  Lords,  all  nations  have  withdrawn  from  us 
their  reverence  and  efteem,  will  appear  by  a  tranfient  examination  of 
our  late  condud,  whether  it  regarded  Europe  in  general,  or  influ- 
enced only  the  particular  affairs  of  the  Briti(h  nation  ;  for  it  will  ap<- 
pear  beyond  poffibility  of  doubt,  that  whoever  has  trufted  the  admi* 
fiiftration,  whether  their  own  country,  or  any  foreign  powers,  has 
trafted  only  to  be  betrayed. 

There  is  among  our  allies  none  whom  we  are  more  obliged  to  fup- 
port  than  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  whofe  rights  we  are  engaged  by  all 
the  iblemnities  of  treaties  to  defend,  and  in  whofe  caufe  every  motive 
operates  that  can  warm  the  bofom  of  a  man  of  virtue.  Juftice  and 
compaffion  plead  equally  on  her  fide,  and  we  are  called  upon  to  affift 
her  by  our  own  intereft,  as  well  as  the  general  duty  of  fociety,  by 
which  every  man  is  required  to  prevent  oppreffion. 

What  has  been  theefFed  of  all  thefe  confiderations  may  eafily  be 
fiieovered  from  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  continent,  which  is  ravaged 
without  mercy  by  the  armies  of  Spain  and  France.  Why  all  fuccours 
have  been  denied  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  and  why  the  inveterate 
and  hereditary  enemies  of  our  nation,  are  fufFered  to  enlarge  their  do- 
minions without  refifiance ;  why  the  rivals  of  our  trade  are  left  at  full 
liberty  to  equip  their  fquadrons,  and  the'perfecutors  of  our  religion 
filtered  to  over-run  thofe  countries  from  whence  only  we  can  hope 
for  a^bnce,  when  the  hatred  which  the  diiFerence  of  opinions  pro<» 
daoes,  (hail  threaten  us  with  invafions  and  flavery,  the  whole  world 
ha«  long  afked  to  no  purpofe,  and  therefore  it  is  without  profpeft  of 
receiving  (atisfaAion  that  I  engage  in  the  fame  enquiry. 

Yet 
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«  .Yet  fince  it  -is  our  dutf  to  judge  of  the  ftafee .  of  the  public^  iid,  a 
true  judgment  can  be  the  refult  only  <^  accurate  exaeaination,  I  ifaati 
proceed,  without  being  di£::ouraged  by  the  ill  fuccefs  gf  former  attcmfHis, 
tQ  difcover  the  motives  of  our  late  raeafures^  and  the  eods  intended  to 
be  produced  by  them. 

Why  the  Queen  of  Hungary  was  not  aflift^d  with  land  forces^  I 
ihall  at  prefent  forbear  to  alk^  that  ihe  expelled  them  is  indeed  evii- 
dent  from  her  folicitations ;  and,  I  fuppofe,  it  is  no  lefe  apparent  from 
treaties  that  (he  had  a  right  to  expe£l  them ;  nor  am  I  able  to  conceive 
why  fubfidies  have  been  paid  for  troops  which  are  never  to  be  em- 
ployed>  or  why  foreign  Princes  fhould  be  enriched  with  the  plunder 
of  a  nation  which  they  cannot  injure,  and  do  not  defend. 

But  I  know,  my  Lords,  how  eafily  it  may  be  replied,  that  the  ex** 
pences  of  a  land  war  are  certain,  ^nd  the  event  hazardous,  and  that 
it  is  sdways  prudent  to  ^d:  with  evident  advantage  on  our  fide,  and 
that  the  fuperiority  of  Britain  ,confifl:s  wholly  in  naval  armaments. 

That  the  fleets  of  Britain  are  equal  in  force  and  number  of  ihips  to 
the  united  navies  of  the  greateft  part  of  the  world  ;  that  our  Admirals 
are  men  of  known  bravery,  and  long  experience,  and  therefore  formfr 
dable  not  only  for  their  real  abilities  and  natural  courage,  but  for  th« 
confidence  which  their  prcfence  ncccflarily  excites  in  their  followers, 
and  the  terror  which  mud  always  accompany  fuccefs,  and  enervate 
thofe  who  are  accuftomed  co  defeats ;  that  our  (ailors  are  a  race  xd 
men  diflinguiflied  by  their  ardour  for  war,  and  their  intrepidity  io 
danger,  from  the  reft  pf  the  human  fpecies  ;  that  they  feem  beinga 
fuperior  to  fear,  and  delighted  with  thefe  objeds  which  cannot  be 
named  without  filling  every  other  breaft  with  horror ;  that  they  arc 
capal^ie  of  ru&ing  upon  apji^arent  deftrufHon  without  relu3ance,  and 
of  (landing  without  concern  amidfl  the  complicated  terrors  of  a  naval 
y^ar,  is  univerfally  known,  amd  confcflcd,  my  Lords,  even  by  thofe 
whofe  intereft  it  is  to  doubt  or  deny  it* 

Upon  the  ocean,  therefore,  wc  are  allowed  to  be  irrefiftihle,  to  be 
able  to  ifaut  up  the  ports  of  the  Continent,  tmprifon  the  nations  of 
Europe  within  the  limits  of  their  own  territories,  deprive  them  of  all 
foreign  affiftance,  and  put  a  ftop  to  the  commerce  of  the  world-  It 
is  allowed  that  we  are  placed  the  centinels  at  the  barriers  of  nature^ 
and  the  arbiters  of  the  intercourfe  of  mankind. 

Thefe  are  appellations,  my  Lords,  which  however  fplendid  and 
pftentatious,  our  anceftcys  .obtained  and  prcferve4  with  lefs  advantages 
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don  we  poflefsy  by  whom  I  am  afraid  they  are  about  to  be  forfeited. 
The  dominion  of  the  ocean  was  aflerted  in  former  times  in  oppoHtioa 
to  powers  far  more  able  to  conteft  it,  than  thofe  which  we  have  So  long 
fiibmiffively  courted,  and  of  which  we  are  now  eyidexuly  afraid. 

For  that  we  fear  them,  my  Lords,  they  are  fufficiently  convinced  ; 
and  it  muft  be  confefled,  with  wbatfoever  ihame,  that  their  opinion  ij 
weii  founded ;  for  to  what  motive  but  fear  can  it  be  imputed,  that  we 
have  ib  long  fupported  their  infolence  without  refcntment^  and  their 
ravages  without  repriials  ;  that  we  have  fitted  out  fleets  without  anj 
ddign  of  difmiffing  them  from  our  harbours,  or  fent  them  to  the  fea 
only  to  be  gazed  at  from  the  (bores,  by  thofe  whofe  menaces  or  arti* 
£ce  ha^  given  occafion  to  their  equipment,  and  in  whom  they  raifed 
no  oth\5r  emotions  than  contempt  of  our  cowardice,  or  pity  of 
oor  folly  ?  *  . 

To  what,  my  Lords,  can  it  be  attributed,  that  the  Queen  of  Hun-« 
gary  has  yet  received  no  affiftance  from  allies  thus  powerful ;  from 
allies  whofe  fleets  cover  the  fea,  whofe  commerce  extends  to  the  rcw 
moteft  part  of  the  world,  and  whofe  wealth  tnay  be  juftly  expe£led  to 
be  proportionate  to  their  cbmmerce.  To  what  can  we  afcribe.the 
confidence  with  which  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  threatens  the  ruin  of  z 
Princeis,  who  numbers  am<^ng  her  allies  the  Emperor  of  Britain  ? 

Nothing  is  more  evident,  my  Lords,  than  that  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary has  been  difappointed  of  the  advantages  which  file  expe<5led  from 
her  friendfliip  with  this  nation,  only  by  a  degree  of  cowardice  too 
dcfpicable  to  be  mentioned  without  fuch  terms,  as  the  importance  of 
this  Debate,  and  the  dignity  of  this  Aflembly,  do  not  admit ;  nor  is  it 
Ie(s  certain  from  the  conduA  of  her  enemies,  that  they  knew  what 
would  be  our  meafures,  and  confided  for  fecurity  in  that  cowardice 
which  has  never  yet  deceived  them. 

It  cannot,  my  Lords,  be  afTerted,  that  our  ally,  however  diflrefled^ 
has  yet  received  the  leaft  affiilancc  from  our  arms  ;  neither  the  juftica 
of  our  caufe  has  yet  been  able  to  awaken  our  virtue,  nor  the  infepara^ 
bk  union  of  her  intereft  with  our  own,  to  excite  our  vigilance. 

But  perhaps,  my  Lords,  we  have  had  no  opportunity  of  exerting 
our  force ;  perhaps  the  iituation  both  of  our  enemies  and  ally  was  fuch« 
that  neither  the  one  could  be  protected,  nor  the  other  OppOfed,  by  a 
pai^  power ;  and  therefore  our  inactivity  was  the  efie^  iK>t  of  want 
•f  courage,  but  want  of  opportunity, 

Though 


Though  our  minifters,  my  Lords,  have  hitherto  given  no  eminent 
proofs  of  geographical  knowledge,  or  of  very  accurate  acquaintance 
with  the  ftate  of  foreign  countries,  yet  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that 
they  muft  at  fome  time  have  heard  or  read,  that  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  ha(^ 
territories  in  Italy ;  they  muft  have  been  informed,  unlefs  their  dif- 
burfements  for  fecret  fcrvice  are  beftowed  with  very  little  judgment,* 
that  againft  thefe  dominions  an  army  has  been  raifed  by  the  Spaniards ; 
and  they  muft  have  difcovered,  partly  by  the  information  of  their 
correfpondents,  partly  by  the  infpetSion  of  a  map,  and  partly  by  the 
fagacity  which  diftinguifhes  them  from  all  paft  and  prefent  minifters, 
that  this  army  was  to  be  tranfported  by  fea  from  the  coaft  of  Spain  to 
that  of  Italy. 

This  knowledge,  my  Lords,  however  attained,  might  have  fur- 
niflied  minds,  which  have  always  been  found  fo  fruitful  of  expedients, 
with  a  method  of  hindering  the  Jefcent  of  the  Sp.mi(h  troops,  for 
which  nothing  more  was  neceflary  than  that  they  ftiould  have  ordered 
Admiral  Haddock,  inftead  of  retiring  before  the  Spanilh  fleet  of  war, 
>and  watching  them  only  that  they  might  efcape,  to  lie  ftill  before 
Barcelona,  where  the  tranfports  were  ftationcd,  with  a  convoy  of 
only  three  men  of  war,  and  hinder  their  dcpartui-e.  * 

I  hope  it  will  be  obferved  by  your  Lord(hip5,  that  though  the  road 
ef  Barcelona  is  open  and  indefenfible,  though  the  fleet  was  unpro- 
te^ed  by  Ihips  of  force,  and  though  they  lay,  as  I  am  informed,  be- 
yond the  reach  of  the  guns  on  the  fortifications  upon  the  fliote,  I 
do  not  require  that  Haddock  fhould  have  deftroyed  the  army  and 
the  (hips. 

I  am  too  well  acquainted,  my  Lords,  with  the  lenity  of  our  mintf- 
tcrs  to  the  enemies  of  their  country,  and  am  too  well  convinced  of 
the  prudence  and  tendernefs  of  the  reftriflions  by  which  the  power  of 
our  Admirals  is  limited,  to  expeft  that  our  guns  ftiould  be  ever  ufed 
but  in  falutations  of  refpeft,  or  exultations  on  the  concluflon  of  « 
peace.  I  am  convinced  that  our  minifters  would  fliudder  at  the 
name  of  bloodihed  and  deftruflion,  and  that  they  had  rather  hear  that 
a  thoufand  merchants  were  made  bankrupts  by  privateers,  or  all  our 
allies  deprived  of  their  dominions,  than  that  one  Spanifli  fliip  was  funk 
or  burnt  by  the  navies  of  Britain. 

But,  my  Lords,  though  they  are  willing  to  fpare  the  blood  of  their 
tocnues,  yet  furely  they  might  have  obftruiSed  their  entcrprifes ;  thejr 

might 
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might  have  withheld  thofe  whom  they  were  unwilli^  to  flrike,  and 
haie  endeavoured  to  fright  thofe  whom  they  determined  never  to  hurt. 

Tofpeak  in  terms  more  adapted  to  the  fubjed  before  us:  That 
tbe  fleet  of  Spain,  a  fleet  of  tranfports  with  fuch  a  convoy,  ihould  lie 
three  weeks  in  an  open  road,  profeiledly  fitted  out  agatnft  an  ally 
united  to  us  by  every  tie  of  nature,  and  of  policy,  by  the  folemnity  of 
treaties,  and  conformity  of  intereft  i  that  it  ihould  lie  undifturbed 
alffloft  within  fight  of  a  Britifli  navy ;  that  it  ihould  lie  there  not  only 
vidwut  danger,  but  without  apprehenfion  of  danger,  has  raifed  the 
aftooiihment  of  every  nation  in  Europe,  has  blafted  the  reputation  of 
otir  arms,  impaired  the  influence  of  our  counfels,  and  weakened  the 
atdit  of  our  publick  fiiith*         > 

There  may  be  fome,  my  Lords,  that  will  impute  this  abfurdity  of 
our  conduA,  this  difregard  of  our  intereft,  this  deferdon  of  our 
illitnces,  and  this  negle£l  of  the  moil  apparent  opportunities  of  fuc- 
ccfi,  not  to  cowardice  but  treachery,  a  cauie  more  deteflable  as  more 
itiociottfly  criminal. 

This  opinion,  my  Lords,  I  think  it  not  necefTajy  to  oppofe,  both 
bcaufe  it  cannot  be  charged  with  improbability,  and  becaufe  I  think 
it  loay  be  eafiiy  reconciled  with  my  own  allertions,  for  cowardice 
abroad  produces  treachery  at  home;  and  they  become  traitors  to  their 
country  who  are  hindered  by  cowardice  from  the  profecution  of  her 
intereft,  and  the  oppofition  of  her  enemies. 

It  may  however  be  proper  to  declare,  my  Lords,  that  I  do  not  im-* 
pste  this  fatal  cowardice  to  tho(e  who  are  entrufted  with  the  com- 
nand  of  our  navies,  hut  to  thofe  from  whom  they  are  obliged  to  re- 
ceive their  inifa:u£lions,  and  upon  whom  they  unhappily  depend  for  the 
adfancement  of  their  fortunes. 

It  is  at  leaft  reafonable  to  impute  mifcarriages  rather  to  thofe,  who 
are  known  to  have  given  formerly  fuch  orders  as  a  brave  Admiral 
periflied  under  the  ignominious  neceffity  of  obferving,  than  to  thofe 
of  whom  it  cannot  be  faid  that  any  former  part  of  their  lives  has  been 
fiained  with  the  reproach  of  cowardice  i  at  leaft  it  is  necefiary  to 
Itt^nd  our  judgment,  till  the  truth  ihall  be  made  apparent  by  a  rigid 
enquiry ;  and  it  is  therefore  proper  to  oflfer  an  addrefs  in  general 
ttnns,  by  which  neither  the  adions  or  counfels  of  any  man  ihall 
be  condemned  nor  approved. 

It  woiild  be  more  unreafonable  to  charge  our  foldiers  or  our  failors 
iri^  <;owardice,  becaufe  they  have  &own  even  in  thofe  ai^lons  which 

have 
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have  ftiled  of  foccefs,  that  they  iptfcarricd  rather  through  temerity 
than  fear  J  and  that  whenever  they  are  fufFcred  to  attack  their  ene- 
mies, they  are' ready  to  march  forward  even  where  there  is  no  pof- 
fibility  of  peturning,  and  that  they  are  only  to  be  withheld  from  con- 
^ueft  by  obftaeles  which  human  prowefs  canndt  furmount. 

Such,  my  Lords,  was  the  ftate  of  thofe  heroes  who  died  under  Ac 
walls  of  Carthageiia ;  that  died  in  an  enterprife  fo  ill  concerted,  that 
I  ventured  with  no  great  (kill  in  war,  and  without  the  lealj  pretence 
to  prefcience,  to  foretel  in  this  Houfc  that  it  would  mifcarry. 

That  it  would,  that  it  mutt  mifcarry ;  that  it  was  even  intended 
only  to  amufe  the  nation  with  the  appearance  of  an  expedition,  with- 
out any  defign  of  weakening  our  enemies,  was  eafily  difcovered  ;  for 
wh"y  elfe,  my  Lords,  was  the'army  cOmpofed  of  men  newly  drawn 
from  the  fhop,  and  from  the  plough,  unacquainted  w.th  the  ufe  of 
arms,  and  ignorant  of  the  very  arms  of  military  difc.plmc,  when  w« 
had  among  us  large  bodies  of  troops  long  kept  up  under  the  appear- 
ance of  a  regular  eftabliflimcnt,  troops'of  whom  we  have,  long  fek 
the  expence,  but  of  which  the  time  is  not,  it  fecms,  yet  come,  4hat 

we  are  to  know  the  ufe.  „.>  ,  ,  .         ,. 

Thefc  men,  my  Lords,  who  have  fo  long  praaifed  the  moftons  of 
battle,  and  who  have  given  in  the  Parkfo  many  proofs  of  their  de«erity 
and  aftivity,  who  have  at  Waft  learned  to  diftinguifli  the  d.fcrent 
founds  of  the  drum,  and  know  the  faces  and  voices  of  the  fubaltern 
officers  at  leaft,  might  have  been  imagined  better  qualified  for  an 
attempt  upon  a  foreign  Vu>gdom,  than  thofe  who  were  neceflanly 
ftrangers  to  every  part  of  the  military  operations,  and  might  have 
been  fent  upon  our  firft  declaration  of  war,  while  the  new  raifcd 
forces  acquired  at  home  the  fame  arts  under  the  fame  infpeaion.       • 
But,  my  Lords,  whether  it  vras  imagined  that  new  forces  would  be 
long  before   they  learned  the    implicit  obedience   ncceflary    to  a 
foldier ;  whether  it  vras  imagined  that  it  would  not  be  eafy  on  a  fud- 
den  tocoUeft  troops  of  men  fo  tall  and  well-proportioned,  or  fo  well 
ikilled  in  the  martial  arts  of  curling  arid  powdering  their  hair  ;  or 
Whether  it  would  have  been  dangerous  to  have  deprived  the  other 
Houfe  of  the  councils  and  votes  of  many  worthy  members,-  who  had 
at  the  fame  time  a  feat  in  the  fenate,  and  a  commifiion  m  the  array, 
it  was  thought  necefl-ary  to  fend  out  raw  forces  to  attack  our  enem.e,, 
and  to  keep  our  difciplincd  troops  at  home  to  awe  the  nation. 
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Nor  did  the  minifter,  my  Lords,  think  it  fufficient  to  obftrufi  the 
expedition  to  America  by  employing  new  raifed  /roops,  tinlefe  they 
woelikcwiiie  placed  under  the  command  of  a  man,  who»  though  of 
udoobted  courage,  was,  with  refped  to  die  conduA  of  an  army,  as 
fnoraot  as  themfelves.  It  was  therefore  determined,  my  Lord$» 
that  all  thofe  officers  who  had  gained  experience  in  former  wars,  and 
purcbafed  military  knowledge  by  perfonal  danger,  ihould  be  dtfap- 
pointed  and  rejeded  for  the  lake  of  advancing  a  m^n,  who,  as  he  had 
Us  fkill,  was  lefs  likely  to  be  fuccefsful,  and  was  therefore  mort 
proper  to  iircSt  an  expedition  propofed  only  \o  intimidate  the 
Britilh  nation. 

That  the  event  was  fuch  as  might  be  cxpefted  from  the  means, 
ywr  Lordflups  need  not  to  be  informed,  nor  can  it  be  qiieftifted 
widi  what  intentions  thefe  means  were  contrived. 

lam  very  far,  my  Lords,  from  charging  our  minifters  with  igno-' 
nnce,  or  upbraiding  them  with  miftakes  on  this  occafion,  for  their 
viude  condtM^  has  been  uniform,  and  all  their  fchems  conftftent  with 
each  other ;  nor  do  I  doubt  their  knowledge  of  tiie  con&quence  of 
their  meafur^s,  fo  &r  as  it  was  to  be  forcfeen  by  human  prudence. 

Whether  they  have  carried  on  negotiations,  or  made  war ;  whether 
iheyhave  conduced  our  own  afiairs,  or  thofe  of  our  ally  the  Queen 
<f  Hungary,  they  have  ftill  difcovered  the  fame  intention,  and  pro^ 
noted  it  by  the  fame  means.  They  have  fufFered  the  Spanifli  fleets 
■to  fail  firft  for  fupplies  from  one  port  to  anotlv*^,  and  then  from  the 
tosfls  of  Spain  to  thofe  of  America.  I'hey  have  permitted  the 
Sfisotards, without  (^>pofitidn,to  land  in  Italy,  when  it  was  not  nece£- 
^cven  tOxWitfahpld  them  from  it  by  any  aAual  violence  ;  for  had. 
tbe  fleet,  my  Lords,  been  under  my  command,  I  would  have  only 
fait  tbe  Spanifh  admiral  a  prohibition  to  fail,  and  ^m  fure  it  would 
kave  l^een  obfisrved. 

They  have  neglected  to  purchafe  the  friendfliip  of  tbe  King  of 
Pmffia,  which  might  perhaps  have  been  obtained  upon  caiy  terms, 
but  which  they  ought  to  have  gained  at  whatever  rate ;  and  to  con* 
^hule,  we  have  been  lately  informed  that  the  neutrality  is  figned.    . 

Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  condu£t  of  the  miniftry,  by  whichit  cannot 
k  denied  *tbat  we  are  involved  in  many  difficulties,  and  expofed  to 
peat  contempt ;  but  from  this  contempt  we  may  recovjErr,  and  dif- 
eatangle  ourfelves  from  thefc  difficulties,  by  a  vigorous  proiecutlon  of 
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meafures  oppofite  to  tbbfe  by  which  we  have  been  reduced  to  our 
prefent  ftate, 

'  If  we  confider  without  that  confudon  which  fear  naturally  pro- 
duces^  the  circumilances  of  Our  affairs,  it  will  appear  that  we  hare 
jopportumcies  in  our  hands  of  recovering  our  lofles,  and  re-eftablifliing 
cur  reputation ;  thofe  lofies  which  have  been  .fuffered  while  we  had 
two  hundred  fhips  of  war  at  fea,  which  have  permitted  three  hundred 
merchant  (hips  to  be  taken ;  and  that  reputation  which  has  been  dQ- 
firpyed  when  there  was  no  temptation  either  to  a  compliance  with 
•our  enemies,,  or  tb  a  defertion  of  our  friends. 

It  is  well  known,  my  Lords,  that  we  make  war  at  prefent  rather 
with  the  Queen  than  the  people  of  Spain ;  and  it  is  reafonable  to 
conclude,  that  a  war  carried  on  contrary  to  the  general  good»  and 
againft  the  general  opinion,  cannot  be  lafting.    • 

It  is  certain  that  the  Spaniards,  whenever  they  have  been  attacked 
by  men  acquainted  with  the  fcience  of  war,  and  furniihed  with  necef* 
fary  fiores  for  hoftile  attempts,  have  difcovered  eidier  ignorance  or 
cowardice,  and  have  either  fled  meanly  or  refifted  unflcilfuUy. 

It  is  therefore  probable,  my  Lords,  that  either  our  enemies  wiH 

dcfift  from  the  proiecution  of  a  war,  which  few  of  them  approve ;  or 

.  that  we  {ball  by  vigorous  defcents  upon  their  coafts,and  their  colonies, 

the  interruption  of  their  trade,  and  the  diminution  of  their  forces, 

loon  compel  them  to  receive  peace  upon  our  own  terms. 

But  thefe  advantages,  my  Lords,  are  only  to  be  expelled  from  a 
change  of  condud,  which  change  can  never  be  produced  by  a  feeming 
approbation  of  the  paft  meafures.  I  am  therefore  of  opinion,  that 
we  ought  to  addrefs  the  throne  in  general  terms,  according  to  the 
ancient  practice  of  this  Houfe. 

In  confidering  the  Addrefs  propofed,  I  cannot  but  conclude  that  it 

is  too  much  diSufed,  and  that  it  would  be  more  forcible  if  it  was 

more  concife  :  to  fhorten  it  will  be  no  difficult  tafk,  by  the  omiilion 

.  of  all  the  claufes  that  correfpond  with  particular  parts  of  His  Majefty's 

fpeecb,  which  I  cannot  difcover  the  neceffity  of  repeating* 

In  the  congratulation  to  His  Majefty  upon  his  return  to  his  onoe 
glorious  dominions,  no  Lord  ihall  concur  more  readily  or  more 
zealouily  than  my{elf ;  nor  ihall  I  even  deny  to  extend  my  compile 
ments  to  the  miniftry,  when  it  fliall  appear  that  they  deferve  then&  ^ 
but  I  am  never  willing,  to  be  lavifh  of  praife,  becaufe it becogies  left 
valuable  by  being  prodigally  beftowed  i  and  on  occaiions  fo  important 
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istfats,  I  caii  never  confent  to  praife  before  I  have  examined,  becau^i 
esqairy  conies  too  late  after  approbation. 

Lord  Oholmondelby  rofe  n'e:^t,  and  fpoke  t6  &is  6Sb&  r—My 
Loiis^  If  the  dangers  that  threaten  our  happinefs  and  our  fafety  b* 
fiich  as  they  have  been  repre(ented ;  if  ambition  has  extended  her 
jpowtT  almofl  beyond  a  poffibility  bf  refiftance,  and  oppreiSon,  elated 
widi  fuccefi,  begins  to  defign  no  lefs  than  the  liniverfal  flavery  of 
mankind ;  if  the  powers  of  Europe^  {{and  aghaft  at  the  Calamities 
which  hang  over  them,  and  lifEen  with  helplefi  confufion  to  that  ftornr 
whicn  they  can  neither  avoi<i  nor  refift,  how  ought  diir  conduA  to 
k  influenced  by  this  uncommon  ftate  of  affairs  i  Otight  we  not  to 
catch  the  alarm  while  it  is  poiBble  to  make  preparation  againft  the 
Sanger  f  Ought  we  hot  to  improve,  with  the  utmoft  diligence,  the 
impoitant  interval  ?  to  unite  our  couhlels  for  the  protection  of  liberty, 
and  exert  all  our  influence  agaiiift  the  common  enemies  of  fociety^ 
die  unwearied  difturbers  of  the  tranquility  of  mankind  7 

To  tebat  purpofe,  my  Lords,  ire  the  itiiferies  that  the  prefeni 
diftra^ons  of  Europe  may  bring  Upon  us,  Co  pathetically  defcribed, 
and  fi>  accuhitely  enumerated,  if  they  are  to  produce  no  efie<El  upoii 
oar  counfels  ?  And  what  efFe£t  can  be  wiihed  from  them,  but  unani- 
nity,  with  that  vigour  and  difpatch  which  are  its  natural  confe- 
qoences^  and  that  fuccefs  With  which  fteadinefs  and  expedition  are 
generally  Awarded  f 

It  might  be  hdped,  ihy  Lords,  that  ttiofe  who  have  fo  cl^r  a  view 
of  our  prefent  embarrafiments,  and  whofe  fagacity  and  acutenefs  expoffi 
them  to  a  feniibility  of  future  miferi^S,  perhaps  more  painful  tbaa 
wouU  be  excited  by  any  prefent  and  real  calamities,  (hould  not  b# 
thus  tortured  to  no  purpofe.  Every  paffion,  my  Lords,  has  its  proper 
djtSt  by  which  it  may  be  laudably  gratified,  and  every  difpofition  of 
miod  may  be  direded  to  ufeful  ends,  f  he  true  ufe  of  that  forefighc 
of  fiitufe  events^  With  which  feme  great  capacities  are  fo  eminently 
endowed^  is  that  of  producing  caution  and  fuggefting  expedients* 
What  advantage  my  Lords,  would  it  be  to  navigators,  that  their 
piloc  cwM  by  any  preternatural  power  difeover  fands  or  rocks,  if  be 
was  too  negligent  or  too  ftubborn  to  turn  the  veflel  out  of  die  danger  I 

Or  howi  iny  Lords,  to  purfue  the  comparifon,  would  that  pilot  b# 
titated  by  the  crew,  who,  after  having  informed  them  of  their  ap«« 
proBch  to  a  flloal  or  whirlpool,  and  fet  befoFe  them,  with  all  his  rhetor 
tick,  the  hbrrors  of  a  fliipwreekj  iboald,  iniiead  of  dirediog  them  tm 
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avoid  deftni^on,  and  affifting  tfaetr  endeai^ours  for  thctr  common 
£ifety,  amufe  them  with  the  mifcarria^es  of  paft  vppges,  and  the 
blunders  aiad  ftupidity  of  their  former  pilot  i 

Whether  ao^  parallel  can  be  formed  between  fuch  ill-timed  fatirep 
and  wild  mifconduA,  and  the  manner  in  which  yqnr  lordfliips  have 
^en  treated  on  this  occafion^  it  is  not  my  province  to  determine. 
Nor  havp  I  any  other  defign  than  to  (how  that  the  only  proper  con-* 
ixiSt  in  time  of  real  danger  is  preparation  againft  it,  and  that  wit  and 
eloquence  themfelves,  if  empfoyed  to  any  other  purpofe,  lofe  their 
excellence^  becaufe  they  lofe  their  propriety.  • 

It  does  not^pear,  my  Lords^  that  the  Addrefs  now  propofed  iA* 
eludes  any  approbation  of  paft  meafures,  and  therefore  it  is  n9edl6fs  to 
enquire  on  this  occafion  whether  the  conduct  of  ottr  Minifters  or  Ad- 
mirals deferves  praife  or  cenfure* 

It  does  not  appear,  my  Lords^  ^at  by  cenfuring  any  part  of  our 
late  conduct,  however  detrimental  to  the  publick  it  may  at  prelent  b^ 
jryiagined|.  any  of  pur  lo^es  will  be  repajrf  d,  or  any  part  of  our  re- 
putation retrieved ;  and  therefore,  fuch  proceedings  would  only  retard 
our  counfels,  and  divert  our  thoughts  from  more  important  conil* 
derations  y  confideratipns  which  his  Majefty  has  recommended  to  us, 
and  which  cannot  be  more  ftrongly  prefled  upon  us  than  by  the  noUe 
Lord  who  oppofed  the  motion  i  for  be  moft  powerfully  incites  to 
ttnanimUy  and  attention,  who  moft  ftrongly  repivfents^the  danger  of 

our  fituation. 

• 

Of  the  good  effefts  of  publick  confultations,  I  need  not  obfervc^ 
my  Lords,  that  they  arife  from  the  joint  endeavour  of'  many  under*- 
ft^ndings  co-operating  to  the  fame  end ;  from  the  reafimings  and  ob«- 
ftrvations  of  many  individuals  of  different  ftudies,  inclinations  anrf 
experience,  all  directed  to  the  illuftration  of  the  fame  queftion>  which 
is  therefore  fo  accurately  diicufiibd,  .fo  varioufly  illuftrated,  and  fr 
amply  difplayed,  that  a  more  comprebenfive  view  is  obtained  of  its 
relations  and  confequences,  than  can  be  hoped  from  the  wi&lom  or 
If  nowledge  of  any  Angle  man. 

'  But  this  advantage,  my  Lords,  can  only  be  expet^  from  uniott 
ani  concurrence;  for  when  the  different  members  rf  a  national 
council  enter  with  different  defigns,  and  exert  their  abilities  not  fo 
much  to  promote  any  general  purpofes,  as  to  obviate  the  meafuiei^ 
and  confute  the  arguments  of  each  other,  the  public  is  deprived  of  all 
the'b^aefic  that  might  be  e3cpe£ted  from  the  coUcdUvc  wifiiomior 

iflemblies. 
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ifimWes,  what^er  may  l)c  the  capacity  of  thoTe  who  compofe  them; 

Tke  fenate  thus  divided  and  difturbed,  will  perhaps  conclude  with  left 
jnidenc^  than  any  fingle  member,  as  any  man  may  more  eafily  difco- 
m  truth  without  affiflancei  than  when  others  of  equal  abilities  are 
eoiploTcd  in  pcrplewng  his  enquiries,  and  intci'nipting  die  operations 
of  his  mind.  1 

Thus,  my  Lords,  it  might  be  fafer  for  a  nation,  even  in  time  of 
terror  anddiforder,  to  be  deprived  of  the  counfels  of  this  Houfe,  thah 
to  confide  in  the  determinations  of  an  aflembly  not  uniform  in  its 
views,  nor  connefted  in  its  interefts ;  an  aflembly  from  which  little 
can  be  hoped  by  diofe  who  obferve  that  it  cannot,  without  a  tediou^ 
(kbate,  prolonged  with  all  the  heat  of  oppofition,  difpatch  the  firft 
and  moft  curfbry  part  of  publick  bu(Inefs,~^an  Addreis  to  his  Majefty. 

It  has  been  for  a  long  time  a  praftice  too  frequent,  to  confound 
paft  with  prcfent  queftions,  to  perplex  every  debate  by  an  endlefs 
niultipKcatjpn  of  ofajeds,  and  to  obftrud  our  determinations  by  fub« 
ftituting  one  enquiry  in  Ae  place  of  anodien 

The  only  queftion,  my  Lords,  now  before  us  is,  whether  the  Ad- 
dreft  which  the  noble  Lord  propofed,  implies  any  commendation  of 
ptft  meafures,  not  whether  thofe  meafiires  deferve  to  be  conraiended; 
iMcYi  is  an  enquiry  not  at  prefent  to  be  purfued,  becaufe  we  have  not 
now  before  us  the  means  of  attaining  iatisfa£tion  in  it,  and  which 
ought  therefore  to  be  delayed  till  it  (ball  be  your  Lordfliips  pleafurc 
to  appoint  a  day  for  examining  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  and  to  demand 
liiofe  letters,  inftrudions,  and  memorials,  which  are  neceflary  to  an 
accurate  and  (enatorial  difquifition. 

In  the  mean  time,  fince  it  is  at  leaft  as  expedient  for  me  to  vindi- 
cate,  a9  for  odiers  to  acAife  thofe  of.whofe  condud  neither  they  nor 
I  have  yet  any  regular  cognifance,  and  I  may  juftly  expe£b  from  the 
candour  of  your  Lordfliips,  that  you  will  be  no  left  willing  to  beat 
an  ^dogift  than  a  cenfurer,  I  will  venture  to  fufpend  the  true  quefl 
tioQ  a  few  monatents,  to  juftify  that  condud  which  has  been  fo  wan* 
tonly  and  fo  contemptuoufly  derided. 

Ttefct  the  prerervation  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  my  Lords,  ought 
t»  engage  the  dofeft  attention  to  the  Britifli  nation,  is  freely  con*^ 
Med.  It  is  evident  that  by  no  other  means  our  commerce,  our  li^ 
beny,  or  our.rdigkm  can  be  fecured,  or  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  re^ 
trained  ftom  overwhelming  the  univerfe.  It  is  allowed  that  the 
Q9MI  ^  Hungary  has  a  claiaar  to  our  affiftance  by  othtr  ties  than 
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thofe  of  intereft  ^  that  it  was  promifed  upon  the  faith  of  treaties,  and 
it  is  demanded  by  the  loudeft  calls  of  honour,  juftice  and  compaffion* 
And  did  it  not  appear  too  juvenile  and  romantic,  I  might  add,  that 
her  perfonal  excellencies  are  fuch  a$  might  call  armies  to  her  a£Eft«- 
ance  from  the  remoteft  corners  of  the  earth ;  that  her  conftancy  in 
the  aflfertion  of  her  rights  might  animate  every  generous  mind  with 
equal  ^rmnefs ;  and  hft  intrepidity  in  die  midft  of  danger  and  diftxeis^ 
when  every  day  brings  accounts  of  new  encroachments,  and  every 
new  encroachment  difcourages  thofe  from  whom  fhe  may  claim  af- 
fiftance  from  declaring  in  her  favour,  might  infpire  with  ardour  for 
her  prefervation  all  thofe  in  whom  virtue  can  excite  reverence,  or 
whom  calamities  unjuftly  inflided  can  touch  with  indignation. 

Nor  am  I  afraid  to  affirm,  my  Lords,  that  the  condition  of  this 
illuftrious  Princefs  raifed  all  theie  emotions  in  the  Court  of  Britain, 
and  that  the  vigour  of  our  proceedings  will  appear  proportioned  to 
our  ardour  for  her  fuccefs*  No  fooner  was  the  true  ftate  of  af&irs  in- 
conteftably  luiown,  than  twelve  thoufand  auxiliary  troops  were  hired, 
and  commanded  to  march  to  her  af&fbnce,  but  her  aiBdrs  making  it 
more  eligible  for  her  to  employ  her  own  fubje&s  in  her  defence,  and 
the  want  of  money  being  the  only  obftacle  that  hindered  her  from 
raifmg  armies  proportioned  to  thofe  of  her  enemies,  ihe  required, 
that  infiead  of  troops  a  fupply  of  money  might  be  fent  her,  with 
which  his  Majefty  willingly  complied. 

The  Britifh  minifters  in  the  mean  time  endeavoured,  by  the 
ftrongefl  arguments  and  moft  importunate  folicitations,  to  animate 
her  allies  to  equal  vigour,  or  to  procure  her  afliftance  from  other 
powers  whofc  intereft  was  more  remotely  aflfefied  by  her  diftrefs  5  if 
the  e(Fe£ts  of  their  endeavours  are  not  yet  nmnifeft,  it  cannot  be  im« 
'  puted  to  the  want  either  of  fincerity  or  diligence ;  and  if  any  other 
powers  fhould  be  perfuaded  tc^  arm  in  the  common  caufe,  it  ought  to 
be  afcribed  to  the  influence  of  the  Britifh  counfels. 

In  the  profecution  of  the  war  with  Spain,  it  does  not  appear,  my 
Lords,  that  any  meafures  have  been  negleded,  which  prudence,  or 
bravery,  or  experience  could  be  expe£led  to  di£bte.  If  we  have  fuf« 
iered  greater  loiles  than  we  expe£ted,  if  our  enemies  have  been  Tome* 
limes  favoured  by  the  winds,  or  fometimes  have  been  fo  happy  as  to 
conceal  their  defigns,  and  elude  the  diligence  of  our  commanders^ 
who  is  to  be  cenfured  ?  or  what  is  to  be  concluded,  but  that  which 
sever  was  denied,  that  the  chance  of  war  is  uncertain^  that  men 
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lit  inclined  to  make  fallacious  calculations  of  the  probabilities  of  fu- 
ture crents,  and  that  our  enemies  may  fometimes  be  as  artful,  as 
diligent,  and  as  fagacious  as  ourfelves  i 

It  was  Ae  general  opinion  of  the  Britiih  people,  my  Lords,  if  the 
general  opinion  may  be  colle6led  from  the  clamours  and  expedations 
which  every  man  has  had  opportunities  of  obferving,  that  in  declaring 
war  upon  Spain^  we  only  engaged  to  chaftile  the  infolence  of  a 
nation  of  helplefs  favages,  who  might  indeed  rob  and  murder  a  de« 
fencekfe  trader,  but  who  could  only  hold  up  their  hands  and  cry  out 
for  mercy,  or  ikulk  in  fecret  creeks  apd  unfrequented  coafts,  when 
ihips  of  war  Ihould  be  fitted  out  againft  them.  They  imagined  thai 
4e  edifications  of  the  Spanifh  citadels  would  be  abandoned  at  the 
trft  found  of  cannon,  and  that  their  armies  would  turn  their  backs 
at  the  fight  of  the  ftandard  of  Britain. 

It  was  not  remembered,  my  Lords,  that  the  greateft  part  of  our 
trade  was  carried  on  in  fight  of  the  Spanifh  coafls,  and  that  our 
merchants  mufl  be  confequently  expofed  to  inceflant  molefhtion  from 
lig^c  Veflels,  which  our  ihips  of  war  could  not  purfue  over  rocks  and 
ihallows.  It  was  not  fufficiently  confidered,  that  a  trading  nation 
muft  always  make  war  with  a  nation  that  has  fewer  merchants^ 
nnder  the  difadvantage  of  being  more  expofed  to  the  rapacity  of  pri- 
vate adventurers.  How  much  we  had  to  fear  on  this  account  was 
fliewn  us  by  the  late  war  with  France,  in  which  the  privateers  of  a 
few  petty  ports,  injured  the  commerce  of  this  nation,  more  than  their 
nighty  navies  and  celebrated  admirals. 

My  Lords,  it  would  very  little  become  this  augufl  Aflembly^  this 
AflemUy  fb  renowned  for  wifdom,  and  for  juflice,  to  confound  want 
•f  prudence  with  want  of  fuccefs,  fince  on  many  occafions  the  wifclt 
meafures  may  be  defeated  by  accidents  which  could  not  be  forefeen  ; 
fince  they  may  fometimes  be  difcovered  by  deferters,  or  fpies,  and 
fometimes  eluded  by  an  enemy  equaUy  fkilfiil  with  ourfelves  in  tb^ 
fcience  of  war« 
That  any  of  diefe  apologies  are  neceflary  to  die  adminiftration,  I 
for  from  intending  to  jnfinuate,  for  I  know  not  that  we  have 
of  fuccefo  in  any  of  our  defigns,  except  the  atuck  of  Cartha- 
gena,  of  which  die  mifcarriage  cannot  at  leaft  be  imputed  to  the  mi- 
aiftry ;  nor  is  it  evident  that  any  other  caufes  of  it  are  to  be  affigned 
dian  the  difficulty  of  the  enterprife :  and  when,  my  Lords,  did  any 
IBtioa  make  war,  irithout  experiencing  fonte.difoppointmpntjB  t 
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Thde  confideration^,  my  Lords,  I  have  thought  myfelf  obliged,  by 
my  regard  to  trutli  and  juftice,  to  lay  before  you,  to  dijSipate  thpfefuf* 
picions  and  that  anxiety  which  might  have  ^t'lfkn  fronji  a  different 
reprefentation  of^  our  late  meafures ;  for  I  cannot  but  once  more  ob- 
ferve,  that  a  vindication  of  the  conduA  of  the  miniftry  is  by  no  means 
f  neceflary  pic|mrati ve  to  the  AddreTs  propofed. 

The  Addrefs  which  was  fo  modeftly  offered  to  ypur  Lox:d(bip8,  can? 

not  be  faid  to  contain  any  more  than  a  general  anfwer  to  his  Ma- 

jefty's  fpeech,  and  fuch  declaralaons  of  our  duty  and  affedtipn,  as  arq 

always  due  to  our  Sovereign,  and  always  expected  by  him  on  (ucl| 

*  occafions. 

If  our  allies  have  been  ne^eAed  or  betrayed,  my  Lords,  \fe  0uill 
be  dill  at  liberty  to  difcover  and  to  punilh  negligence  fo  detrimental^ 
and  treachery  fo  reproachful  to  the  Britiih  ilation.  If  in  the  wac 
againft  Spain  we  had  failed  of  fuccefs,  we  lliall  ftiU  referve  in  our  own 
hands  the  right  of  enquiring  whether  we  were  unCucce&ful  by  tho 
iiiperiortty  of  our  enemies,  or  by  our  own  fault  j  i^ethcr  our  com- 
manders wanted  orders,  or  negleded  to  obey  them;  for. what ^lauiQ 
c^  be  produced  in  the  Addrefs  by  which  any  oJF  theie  enquiries  can  bo 
iiippofed  to  be  predetermined  i 

T^(  us  therefore  remember,  my  Lords,  the  danger  of  our  prefent 
ftate,  and  the  neceffity  of  fieadinefs,  vigour  and  wifdom  for  our  own 
prefenration  and  that  of  Europe ;  let  us  confuler  that  publick  wifdom 
is  the  refult  of  united  counfels,  and  fteadinefs  and  vigour,  of  united 
influence ;  let  us  remember  that"  our  example  may  be  of  equal  ui^ 
with  our  affiftance,  and  that  both  the  allies  and  the  fubyei^  of  Great 
Britain  will  be  conjoined  by  our  union,  and  diftraded  by  our  divi-. 
fions  ;  and  let  us  therefore  endeavour  to  promote  the  general  intere(^ 
of  the  world,  by  an  unanimous  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty  in  the  tens^k 
propofed  by  the  noble  Lord, 

Lord  Talbot  fpoke  in  the  following  manner ;— My  Lords,  after 
the  djfplay  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  Europe,  and  the  account  of  the 
meafurcs.of  the  Briti(h  minifters,  which  the  noble.  Lord  who  (poke 
againft  the  motion  has  laid  before  you,  there  is  little  neceffity  fiar 
another  attempt  to  convince  you  that  oar  liberty  and  the  liberty  of 
Europe  are  rn  danger,  or  of  difturbing  your  reflections  by  anpdier- 
enumer^tion  of  follies  and  misfortunes^ 

''    To  mention  the  foUy  of  our^  niaafttiies  is  fupecfluoos  likewife  far 
another  reafoh*    They 'who  do  not  already,  acknowktdge  it  majr  biu 

juftly 
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pMy  GiCpcStti  of  fuppreffing  their  convidion;  for  how  can  it  be 
poffiblet  tbat  ^ey  who  cannot  produce  a  fingle  inftance  of  wifdom  or 
ibrdtsde^  who  cannot  point  out  o^^  enterprife  wifely  concerted  and 
fttcceisAiIly  executed^  can  yet  (incerely  declare^  that  nothing  has  been 
omitted  which  our  intereft  required  i. 

The  meaiiireSy  my  Lords,  which  are  now  purfued,  are  the  (ame 
irhicfa  for  twenty  months  have  kept  th6  whole  nation  in  .continual 
diftorbance,  and  have  ratfed  the  indignation  of  every  man,  whofe 
private  intereft  was  not  promoted  by  them.  Thefe  meafures  cannot 
be  laid  to  be  raihly  cenfured,  or  condemped^fore  they  are  feen  in 
their  full  ixtent,  or  expanded  into  all  their  confequences  ;  for  they 
have  been  prolecuted,  my  Lords,  with  all  the  confidence  of  authority, 
and  all  the  perfeverance  of  obftinacy,  without  any  other  oppofitipn 
dian  fhiitlels  clamours,  or  petitions  unregarded.  And  what  con&-. 
quences  have  they  produced  ?  What  but  poverty  and  diftradions  at 
borne,  and  the  contemgt  and  infults  of  foreign  powers  ?  What  but 
the  neceffity  ^  retrieving  by  war  the  lofTes  fuftained  by  timorous  and 
dilatory  negotiations ;  and  the  mifcarriages  of  a  war,  in  which  only 
folly  and  cowardice  have  involved  us  i 

Nothing,  my  Lords,  is  more  aftonifhing,  than  that  it  fliould  be 
aflerted  in  this  AUcmbly  that  we  have  no  ill  fuccefs  to  complain  of. 
Might  we  not  hope  for  fuccife,  if  we  have  calculated  the  events  of 
war,  and  made  ^  fuitable  preparation  ?  And  how  is  this  to  be  done, 
but  by  compaxipg  our  forces  vrith  that  of  our  enemy,  who  muft  un« 
doubtedly  be  more  or  lefs  formidable  according  to  the  proportion 
iriuch  his  treafures  and  his  troops  bear  to  our  own  ? 

Upon  the  afliirance  of  th$  certainty  of  this  pra£lice,  upon  the  evi- 
dence, my  Lords,  of  arithn^etical  demonftration,  we  were  inclined 
to  believe,  that  the  power  of  Britain  was  not  to  be  refifted  by  Spain, 
and  therefore  demanded  that  our  merchants  fhould  be  no  longer 
plundered,  infulted^  tmprironed  an4  tortured  by  fo  defpicable  an 
enemy*  * 

That  we  did  not  forefee  all  the  confequences  of  this  demand,  we 
are  now  ready  to  confefs ;  we  did  not  conjefhire  that  new  troops 
would  be  raifed  for  the  invafion  of  the  Spaniih  dominions,  only  that 
we  mi^  be  reduced  to  the  level  with  our  eneipies.  We  did  not^ 
imagine  that  the  fuperiority  of  our  naval  force  would  produce  nQ 
odier  conicquence  thian  an  inequality  of  expence,  and  that  the  royal 
navies  of  Britain  would  be  equipped  only  for  fliew,  only  to  hana& 

C4  die 
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Ap  hHon  widi  the  hateful  moleftation  of  an  imprelsy  and  to  wea|ceii 
(lie  crews  of  pur  mercantile  vef&lsf  that  they  might  be  more  eafily 
taken  by  the  privateers  of  Spain, 

We  did  not  expe^l,   my  Lords,  that  our  nsiyies  would  (ail  out 

junder  the  command  of  admirals  renowned  for  bravery,  juiowledge, 

^  and  vigilance,  and  float  upon  the  ocean  wi^out  defign,  or  enter 

ports  and  leave  them,  equally  inofienfive  as  a  packet-boat,  or  pettjr 

trader. 

But  not  to  fpeak  any  longer,  my  Lords,  in  terms  fo  little  fuited  to 
jthe  importance  of  the  q^eftion  which  I  am  endeavouring  to  clear* 
or  to  the  enormity  of  the  conduct  which  I  attempt  to  expofe ;  the 
iiicceis  of  war  is  pnly.  tp  be  eftimated  by  the  advantages  which  are 
gained»  in  proportion  to  the  lofs  which  is  fuffered  ;  of  which  lofs  the 
expences  occafioned  by  the  war  are  always  the  chief  part,  and  of 
which  it  is  therefore  ufual,  at  the  conclufion  of  a  peace,  for  the 
conquered  power  to  promife  the  payment. 

Let  us  examine,  my  Lords,  in  confequen^e  of  this  portion,  the 
fuccefs  of  our  prefent  war  againft  Spain ;  let  os  confider  what  eac)^ 
nation  has  fuffered,  and  it  will  eafily  appear  how  juftly  we  boaft  'of 
our  wifdom  and  vigour. 

It  18.  not  on  this  occafion  neceflary  to  form  minute  calculations^ 
or  to  compute  the  expence  of  every  company  of  foldiers  and  fquadroz^ 
p(  (hips  ;  it  is  only  neceflary  to  aflert,  \TOat  will  I  hope  not  be  very 
readily  denied,  even  by  thofc  whom  daily  pracStice  of  abfurd  apologies 
has  rendered  impregnable  by  the  force  of  truth,  that  fuch  expences 
as  have  neither  contributed  to  our  own  defence,  nor  to  the  difadvan-* 
tage  of  the  Spaniards,  have  been  thrown  away. 

If  this  be  granted,  my  Lords,  it  will  appear,  that  no  nation  ever 
beheld  its  treafures  fo  profufely  fquandcred,  ever  paid  taxes  fo  willing^ 
!y,  and  fo  patiently  faw  them  perverted ;  for  it  cannot,  my  Lords^ 
be  proved,  that  any  part  of  our  preparations  has  produced  a  pro^ 
portionate  eflfcd ;  but  it  may  be  readily  fhewii  how  many  fleets  have 
been  equipped  only  that  the  merchants  might  want  iailors,  and  that 
the  public  ftores  might  be  confumed. 

As  to  our  ill  fiiecefe  in  America,  which  has  been  imputed  only  to 
the  chance  of  war,,  it  will  be  rcafonablcj  my  Lords,  to  afcribe  tq 
^tficr  caufes  fo  much  of  it  as  might  have  been  prevented  by  a  more 
f^dj  reinforcement  of  Vernoni  or  may  be  fuppofed  to  ha^e  artfcn 
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from  the  inexperieiice  of  our  troops,  and  the  efcape  of  the  Sjofiiards 
noin  r  erol*  * 

If  ovr  fleets  had  been  fent  more  early  into  that  p^  of  th^  worlds 
the  Spaniards  would  have  had  no  time  Co  ftrengtfaen  their  garrilbns  % 
bad  our  troops  been  acquainted  with  difcipline,  the  attack  would 
hate  been  made  with  greater  judgment ;  and  had  not  the  Spaniards 
cfcaped  from  Ferol,  we  ihould  have  had  no  enemy  in  America  to 
encounter.  Had  all  our  minifters  and  all  our  admirals  done  dieir 
dii^i  it  b  evident  that  not  only  Cardiagefta,  had  been  taken,  bot 
that  half  the  dominions  of  Spain  might'  now  have  owned  the  fovc« 
reignty  of  the  crowif  of  Britain. 

This,  my  Lords,  may  be  obferved  of  the  only  enterprise,  which 
it  is  rcaibnable  to  believe  was  in  reality  intended  againft  the  Spaniards^ 
if  even  of  this  our  minifters  had  not  before  contrived  the  deficit.  But 
of  9II  the  reft  of  our  armaments  it  does  not  appear  that  any  effed  has 
been  felt  but  by  ourfelves,  it  cannot  be  difcovered  that  they  even 
raifed  any  alarms  or  anidety  either  in  our  enemies  or  their  allies,  by 
lAom  perhaps  it  was  known  that  they  were  only  defigned  as  punifli* 
ments  for  the  merchants  of  Britain* 

That  our  merchants  have  already  been  feverely  chaftifed  for  their 
idbknce  in  complaining  of  their  lofles,  and  their  temerity  in  railing 
in  the  nation  a  regard  for  its  commerce,  its  honour,  and  its  rights, 
is  evident  from  a  dreadful  lift  of  three  hundred  fliips  taken  by  the 
Spaniards,  fome  of  which  were  abandoned  by  their  convoys,  and 
others  feized  within  fight  of  the  coafts  of  Britain. 

It  may  be  urged,  my  Lords,  that  the  Spaniards  have  likewiie  loft 
a  great  number  of  veflels  i  but  what  elfe  could  they  expeft  when 
Aey  engaged  in  a  w^r  againft  the  greateft  naval  power  of  the  uni« 
vcrfe  ?  And  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  the  Spaniards  have  this 
codblatipn  in  their  misfortunes,  that  of  their  Ihips  none  have  been 
^eierted  by  their  convojrs,  or  wilfully  expofed  to  capture. by  being 
fobbed  of  their  crews,  to  fupply  Ihips  of  war  with  idle  hands* 

The  Spaniards  will  likewife  confider,  that  they  have  not  harrafled 
fboT  fubjeds  for  the  protection  of  their  trade ;  that  they  have  not 
fitted  out  fleets  only  to  amufe  the  populace.  They  comfort  them* 
felves  with  the  hope,  that  the  Britons  will  foon  be  reduced  to  a  flate 
rf  weakne^  betow  themfelvesy  and  wait  patiently  for  the  time  in 
which  the  maflers  of  die  fea  fhall  receive  from  them  the  regulation 
§f  their  commerce  and  the  limits  of  their  navigation* 

Nor 
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Nor  cstn  it  be  doubted,  tay  L^rds,  but  that  by  acfhefing  to  thele 
mcafures,  our  minifters  will  in  a  fhorC  time  gratify  their  hope$  ;  for 
wh^tfoeVer  be  th«  difference  betweett  the  power  of  two  contending 
nations,  if  the  tidier  fpends  its  treafures  without  effed,  and  expofes 
its  troops  to  tmbeahby  climates  and  impradicable  e)c{$editions,  white 
Ae  wtaker  is  patfimontous  and  prudent,  they  mdft  foon  be  brought 
n>  an  equality ;  and  by  continuing  the  fame  cohdu£t,  the  weaker 
power  muft  at  length  prevail. 

That  this  has  been  hitherto  the  ftate  of  the  war  between  Britain 
^nd  Spain,  it  is  not  neceflkry  to  prove  to  your  J^ordOiips ;  it  is  ap« 
parent,  that  the  expences  of  the  Spaniards  have  been  far  lefs  than 
thole  of  Britain;  and  therefore  if  we  (hould  fuppofe  the  a£lual  lofles 
of  war  ec|ual|  we  arc  only  wearing  out  our  force  in  ufelcfs  efforts^ 
and  our  erfemies  grow  every  day  comparatively  ftrongcr. 

But,  my  Lords,  let  us  not  flatter  qurfelves  that  our  a£lual  lofles 
have  been  equal ;  let  us,  before  we  determine  this  queftion,  accurately 
compare  the  number  and  the  value  of  our  ihips  and  cargoes  with 
thofe  of  the  Spaniards,  and  (cfe  on  which  fide  the  lofs  will  fall. 

And  let  us  not  forget,  what  in  all  the  calculations  which  I  have 
yet  feen  on  either  part  has  been  totally  overlooked,  the  number  of 
men  killed,  or  captives  in  the-Britifli  and  Spanifh  dominions.  Men^ 
itiy  Lords,  are  ^t  once  ftrength  and  riches  ;  and  therefore  it  is  to  be 
confidered,  that  the  moft  irreparable  tofs  which  any  nation  can  fuftaiq 
is  the  diminution  of  its  people :  Money  may^  be  repaid,  and  com-? 
merce  may  be  recovered,  even  Fiberty  may  be  regained,  but  the  lofs 
of  people  can  never  be  rcbrieved.  Even  the  twentieth  generat^oi^ 
may  have  reafon  to  exclaim.  How  much  more  numerous  and  more 
powerful  would  this  nation  have  been,  had  our  anceAois  not  been 
betrayed  in  the  expedition  to  Carthagena  ! 

What  tofs,  my  Lords,  have  the  Spaniards  fuftained  which  can  be 
put  in  balance  with  that  of  our  army  in  America,  an  army  given  up 
to  the  vultures  of  an  unhealthy  climate,  and  of  which  thofe  who 
periflied  by  the  fword,  were  in  reality  refcued  from  more  lingering 
torments  ? 

'  What  equivalent  can  be  mentioned  for  the  liberty  of  multitudes  of 
Britons,  now  languifliing  in  the  prifons  of  Spain,*  or  obliged  by 
hardfiiips  and  defperation  to  afliift  the  enemies  of  their  country? 
What  have  the  Spaniards  fuflercd  that  can  be  oppofed  to  the  detri- 
ment 
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Thefe,  my  LcH'ds,  are  lofles  not  to  be  paralleled  by  th^  deftrudioa 
rf  totto  BcUo,  even  though  that  expeditioB  Aiotdd  be  afcribed  to  the 
viniftry.  Thefe  are  lofles  which  may  extend  their  oonfequences  tb 
wsmy  ages*  which  may  long  impede  our  commerce,  and  dimtnilli 
aur  lhipping« 

It  it  not  to  be  imagtntd^  my  Lords,  that  in  this  time  of  peculiar 
danger,  paDefUs  will  deftine  their  children  to  maridme  employments, 
or  that  any  man  will  engage  in  naval  bufinefs  who  can  exerdfe  any 
adxr  profefioB ;  and  therefore  the  death  of  captivity  of  a  failor 
kgves  a  vacuity  in  our  commerce,  fince  no  other  will  be  ready  td 
fapply  bb  place.  Thus  by  degrees  the  continuance  of  the  war  will 
coomft  our  trade,  and  thole  parts  of  it  which  we  cannot  occupy, 
v31  be  fnatrhfd  by  the  French  or  Dutch,  from  whom  it  is  not  prdba-* 
ble  d»t  they  will  ever  be  recovered. 

This,  my  Lordly  is  another  drcumflance  of  difadvantage  to  wfaicb 
the  Spaniards  are  not  expilfed;  for  their  traffick  being  only  from  one 
put  of  tiieir  dominions  to  another,  caimot  be  deftroyed,  but  vnH, 
afior  die  ihort  interruption  of  a  war,  be  again  equally  certain  and 
cq«%  profitaUe. 

It  appwnb  dierefore,  my  Lords,  that  we  -  have  hitherto  fulTered 
more  tfaa^fthe  Spaniards,  mere  than  di6  nation  which  we  have  fo 
auidi  realpn  to  defpife ;  it  appears  that  our  fleets  have  been  uidefs, 
and  ikat  our  troops  have  been  only  fent  out  to  be  deftroyed ;  and  ir 
win  therefore  furely  be  allowed  me  to  a&rt,  that  the  war  has  not 
been  hitherto  iieceftfiiL 

I  am  therefore  of  opimon,  ray  Lords,  that  as  the  Addreft  now 
propofed,  cannot  but  be  underftood  both  by  His  Majefty  and  the 
nation,  to  imply  in  fome  degree  a  commendation  of  that  conduft 
vkich  cannot  be  commended,  which  ought  never  to  be  mentioned 
but  with  deteftation  and  contempt,  it  will  be  unworthy  of  this  Houie^ 
eieafive  to  tfie  whok  nation,  and  unjuft  to  His  Majefty. 

His  Majefty,  my  Lords,  has  fummoned  us  to  adviie  him  in  dits 
iaporfsmt  jnn&ice,  and  the  nation  expeds  from  our  determinations 
in  reUcf  or  its  deffarufiion  \  not  will  either  have  much  to  hope  from 
ev  co«nfels,  if  in  our  firft  public  a£l  we  endeavour  to  deceive  them. 

U  feen\s  tbecf  foffe  proper  to  change  the  common  form  of  our  Ad«> 
diafies  to  th^  4¥one,  t»  ig  once,  at  Icaft  what  His  Ms^efty  demanda 

and 
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aod  tbe  people  exped,  and  to  remember  that  no  chancers  are  mon 
inconfiftent,  than  thofe  of  a  counfellor  of  the  King,  and  a  flatterei 
of  the  Miniftry. 

Then  Lord  Abingdon  fpoke  to  this  tfkSt : — My  Lords,  I  have 
always  obferved  that  debates  are  prolonged,  and  enquiries  perplexed, 
by  the  negled  of  method ;  and  therefore  think  it  neceflfary  to  move^ 
That  the  Queftion  may  be  read,  that  the  noble  Lords  who  fhall  be 
iodined  to  explain  their  fentiments  upon  it,  may  have  always  the  chief 
point  in  view,  and  not  deviate  into  foreign  confiderations. 

[It  was  read  accordingly.] 

Lord  Carteret  fpoke  next  to  the  purpofe  following  :—*Mj 
Lords,  I  am  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  the  iaft  motion  hy  the 
advantage  which  it  has  afforded  me  of  viewing  more  deliberately  and 
dtftindly  the  queftion  before  us;  the  confideration  of  which  has  con« 
firmed  me  in  my  own  opinion,  that  the  Addrefs  now  propofed  is  only, 
a  flattering  repetition  of  the  fpeech,  and  that  the  fpeech  was  drawn 
ttp  only  to  betray  us  into  an  encomium  on  the  miniftry ;  who,  as 
they  certainly  have  not  deferved  any  commendations,  will,  I  hope, 
not  receive  them  from  your  Lordfhips.  For  what  has  been  the  refult 
of  all  their  meafures,  but  a  general  confufion,  the  deprefSon  of  our 
own  nation  and  our  allies,  and  the  exaltation  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ? 

It  is  univerfally  allowed,  my  ]Lords,  and  therefore  it  would  be 
fuperfluous  to  prove,  that  the  liberties  of  Europe  are  n^  in  the 
Vtmoft  danger ;  that  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  has  arrived  almoft  at 
that  exalted  pinnacle  of  authority,  from  whence  it  vn\l  look  down 
with  contempt  upon  all  other  powers,  to  which  it  will  henceforward 
preicribe  laws  at  pleafure,  whofe  dominions  will  be  limited  by  its 
dire&ion,  and  whofe  armies  wilt  march  at  its  command. 

That  Britain  will  be  long  exempted  firom  the  general  fervitude, 
diat  we  (hall  be  able  to  ftand  alone  againft  the  whole  power  of  Eu- 
rope, which  the  French  may  then  bring  down  upon  us,  and  preferve 
ourfelves  independent,  while  every  other  nation  acknowledges  tbe 
authority  of  an  arbitrary  conqueror,  is  by  no  means  likely,  and  inight 
be  perhaps  demonftrated  to  be  not  poffible, 

* 

How  long  we  might  be  able  to  retain  our  liberty,  it  is  beyond  the 
reach  of  policy  to  determine ;  but  as  it  is  evident,  that  when  tbe 
empire  is  fubdued,  the  Dutch  vnll  quickly  fall  under  the  fame  do* 
minion,  and  that  all  their  ports  and  all  their  commerce  will  then  be 
\n  the  hands  of  the  French,  it  cannot  \ie  denied  that  our  commerce 

wilJ 
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viD  quickly  be  at  an  end.    We  (hall  tben  lofe  the  dominian  of  the 

fea»  and  aD  our  diftant  colonics  and  fettlements,  and  be  fliut  up  ia 
ear  omi  iflamdy  where  the  continuance  of  our  liberties  can  be  deter* 
mioed  only  by  the  tefolution  with  which  we  fhall  defend  them. 

That  tfaiS)  my  Lords,  muft  probably  be  in  a  few  years  our  ftate, 
if  the  fchemes  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  Ihould  fucceed,  is  ceruin 
hejoai  controverfy ;  and  therefore  it  is  evident,  that  no  man  to 
vbofn  fuch  a  .condition  does  not  appear  eligible,  can  look  uncon* 
cenied  at  the  confiifion  of  the  continent,  or  confider  the  deftrudton 
«f  die  Houfe  of  Auftria,  without  endeavouring  to  prevent  it. 

But,  my  Lords,  though  futh  endeavours  are  the  duty  of  all  who 
aie  engaged  in  the  traaladion  of  public  affairs,  diough  the  importance 
of  the  caufe  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  be  acknowledged  in  the  Speech 
Id  whidi  we  are  to  return  an  Addrefi»  it  does  not  appear  that  tha 
aiiiiifters  of  Britain  have  once  attempted  to  aiiift  her,  or  have  cvea 
facbora  any  thing  which  might  aggravate  her  diftiefi. 

The  only  efiedual  methods  by  which  any  efficacious  relief  could 
have  been  procured,  were  that  of  reconciling  her  with  die  King  of 
Kroffia,  or  that  of  prevailing  upon  the  Mufcovians  to  fuccour  her. 

A  reconciliation  with  the  King  of  Pruffia  would  have  been  my 
firft  carc^  if  the  honour  of  advifing  on  this  occafion  had  Men  to  my 
lot.  To  have  mediated  fuccefsfully  between  them  could  furely  have 
been  no  difficult  ta(k,  becaufe  each  pariy  coi^ld  not  but  know  how 
much  it  was  their  common  intereft  to  exclude  the  Prench  from  the 
empire,  and  bow  certainly  this  untimely  difcord  muft  expofe  them 
both  to  their  ancient  enemy. 

As  in  private  life,  my  Lords,  when  two  friends  carry  any  difpute 
between  them  to  improper  degrees  of  anger  or  refentment)  it  is  the 
povincc  of  a  third  to  moderate  the  paffion  of  each,  and  to  reftore 
diat  benevolence  which  a  difference  of  intereft  or  ppinion  IvkI  im« 
paired ;  fo  in  alliances,  or  the  friendflups  of  nations,  whenever  it 
anhappily  falls  out  that  two  of  them  forget  the  general  good,  and  lay 
therafelves  open  to  thofe  evils  from  which  a  ftrid  union  only  can 
prefinrve  them,  it  is  necellary  that  fome  Other  power  ihould  interpole» 
and  prevent  the  dangers  of  a  peipetual  difcord. 

Whether  this  was  attempted,  my  Lords,  I  know  not  j  but  if  any 
fach  de%n  was  in  appearance  profecuted,  it  may  be  reafonably  ima« 
pned  from  the  event,  that  the  xiegociatot$  were  defedive  either  in 
ftai  ^  indiljgencei  for  how  can  it  be  coaceived  diat  any  man  ^lOuld 

aa 
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uSt  contrary  to  his  owa  iotorcfty  to  wbooi  tkeftate  of  his  afiurs  is 
truly  reprefented  i 

But  not  to  fupprefe  what  I  cannot  doubt,  I  am  convinced^  mf 
Lords,  that  there  is  m  reality  no  defign  of  affifting  the  Queen  of 
Hungary ;  either  our  mimflers  have  not  yet  recovered  from  their 
apprehenfions  of  the  exorbitant  power  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  by 
which  they  were  frighted  feme  years  ago  into  the  b(^m  of  France 
fof  QmlttTy  and  which  left  them  no  expedient  but  theti«aty  of  Hano^ 
veir ;  or  they  are  now  equally  afraid  of  France,  and  expeA  die  Pre^ 
Under  to  be  forced  upon  them  by  the  powwr  irfiom  they  fo  lately 
iidicitied  to  fecure  them  from  him. 

Whatever  is  the  motive  of  tlieir  conduft,  it  is  ^dent,  my  Lordr, 
ihat  they  are  at  pitftnt  to  the  unfiKtunate  Queen  of  Hungary,  ehhet 
profdSsd  enemies,  or  treachert»us  allies ;  for  diey  have  permitted  the 
invafion  ci  her  Italian  dommions,  when  dtey  might  have  prevented  it 
without  a  blow,  only  by  commanding  the  Spaniards  not  to  trEmfport 
theirtroops. 

.  To  argue  that  our  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean  was  not  of  ftrengtt 
fufficient  to  oppofe  dieir  paflage,  is  a  fubterfiige  to  which  they  can 
only  be  driven  by  the  neceflity  of  making  fame  apcdogy,  and  an  ab- 
Iblute  inability  to  produce  any  which  will  not  immediately  be  diA 
covered  to-be  groundleTs. 

It  is  known,  my  I#ords,  to  all  Europe,  that  Haddock  had  then 
under  bis  command  thirteen  fiiips  of  the  line,  and  nine  frigates,  and 
that  the  Spanifli  convoy  confifted  only  of  three  (hips ;  and  yet  they 
£uled  before  his  eyes  with  a  degree  of  fecurity  which  nothing  could 
have,  prodoc^  but  a  pafiport  from  the  court  of  Britain,  and  an  affiured 
exempdott  from  the  danger  of  an  attadc. 

It  may  be  urged,  that  they  were  proteded  by  the  French  fquadroii§ 
and-  diat  Haddoek  durft-  not  attack  them,  becaufe  he  vras  unable  to 
contend  with  the  united  fleets ;  but,  my  Lords,  even  this  is  knowvi 
to  be  falfe ;  it  is  known  that  they  bore  no  proportion  to  the  ftrengtt 
of  the  Bridfli  iquadron,  that  they  could  not  have  made  even  the  ap^ 
pear^nce  of  a  batde,  and  diat  our  commanders  could  have  Wn  only 
employed  in  purfuit  and  captures.  * 

This,  my  LordS)  was  well  known  to  our  miniflers,  who  were 
afraid  only  of  deftroyingthe  French  fquadron,  and  were  very-  &# 
from  apprehending  any  danger  fipom  it;  but  bein^ determmed  M 
purchafe,  on,  any  termsi- the  centinuanos  of  tbc^fricndfliip'  of  d^fir 


A.  i/i^*!  X  H  z    A  x>  x>  %  z  %  n;  31 

cU  proieAors,  confented  to  the  invafion  of  Itj^ly,  aod  procured  a 
(qnadipn  to  iail  out,  under  pretence  of  defending  the  Spaaifl)  tfaafports^ 
^  their  compliance  might  not  be  difcovered. 

All  thi$>  my  Lords,  may  reafonably  be  fufpeded  at  the  firft  view 
of  their  proceedings  ^  for  how  C9uld  an  inferior  force  venture  into 
die  way  of  an  enemy*  unlefs  upon  fecurity  that  they  ibould  not  b^ 
attacked  I  But  the  late  treaty  of  neutrality  haa  diajsged  fuipicion  int9 
oertainty,  has  difcovered  the  fource  of  all  their  meafures,  and  ihewa 
diat  ^  invailoo  of  Italy  is  permitted  to  preferve  Hanover  from  tbt 
like  calamity.  • 

There  i»  ^reat  danger*  my  Lords*  left  dits  laft  treaty  of  Hanover 
ibould  give  t}ie  decifive  blow  to  the  liberties  of  Europe.  How  much 
it  embarrafles  the  Queen  of  Hupgary*  by  making  it  neceilary  for  her 
tp  divide  her  fonces,  i»  obvious  at  the  firft  view  j  but  tbia  is  aot*  ia 
mj  qpinion,  its  moft  fatal  confeqiience.  The  other  powers  will  be 
incited,  by  the  example  of  our  minifby*  to  conclude  treaties  cf 
neutrality  in  the  iame  manner.  They  wiU  diftruft  every  appearance 
of  onr  zeal  for.  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  imzgint  that  we  intend 
only  an  b^pocridcal  affifta^ce,  and  that  our  generals^  our  ambafla* 
dots*  and  our  admirals*  have,  in  reality*  the  lam^  orders* 
•  Nothii]^  my  Lord^*  is  more  dangerous  than  to  weaken  the  public 
faith.  When  a  nation  can  be.  no  long^  trufted*  it  lofes  all  its  in- 
fluence* becaufe  none  can  fear  its  menaces*  or  d^nd  on  its  alliance. 
A  natioo  no  loi^r  trufted*  muft  ftand  alone  and  unfupported  $  and 
it  is  certain  tba^  the  nation  wbi^h  is  jufUy  fufpeAed  of  holding  with 
hs  open  eneques  a  fecret  ii^tereourfe  to  the  prejudice  of  its  allies*  can 
be  no  longer  trufted. 

This  fufpicion*  my  Lords*  this  hateful,  this  reproachful  cbarafier* 
koQw&xtd  upon  the  court  of  Britain;  nor  does  it  take  its  rife  only 
6i<m  die  forbearance  of  our  adoural*  but  has  received  new  confinBa^ 
tion  from  the  behaviour  of  ovr  ambaflador*  who  denied  the  treaty  of 
atu^ratity*  wh^n  the  French  minifter  dedated  it  to  the  Dutch.  Sueli 
Mw*  my  Lords*  is  the  reputatipo  of  the  Britifh  court*  a  reputation 
produced  by  the  moft  flagrant  and  notorious  inftsnces  of  counardice 
andfaUhood*  which  cannot  hut  make  all  our  endeavours  iaefiedu^l* 
and  difcourage  al)  thpfe.powers  whioife  coi^uoSdon  we  might  have 
promoted,^  from  efitsf ing  into  any  other  engagements  than  fuch  as 
^  may  p^r^h^e  for  ftated.fubiidifis.  For  who,  upon,  any  other  mo^- 
tive  than  immediate  intereft*  would  form  an  alliance  widi  a  pqnver 

which* 
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which,  upon  the  firft  appearance  of  danger,  gives  iip  a  confederate, 
to  purchafe,  not  a  Targe  extent  of  territory,  not  ^  new  field  ot  com* 
merce,  not  a  port  or  a  citadel,  but  an  abjeA  neutrality ! 

But  however  mean  may  be  a  fupplication  for  peace^  or  however 
infamous  the  defertion  of  an  ally,  I  wiih,  my  Lords,  that  the  liberty 
of  invading  the  queen  of  Hungary's  dominions  without  oppofition^ 
had  been  the  moft  culpable  coneeifion  of  our  illuflrious  minifters, 
of  whom  it  is  reafonable  to  believe,  that  they  have  ftipulated  widi 
the  Spaniards,  that  they  (hall  be  repaid  the  expence  of  the  war  by  the 
plunder  of  our  merchants. 

That  our  commerce  has  been  unneceflarily  expofed  to  the  ravages 
of  privateers,  from  which  a  very  fmall  degree  of  caution  might  have 
preferred  it ;  that  three  hundred  trading  ihips  have  been  taken,  and 
that  three  thoufand  Britiih  failors  are  now  in  captivity,  is  a  confidera- 
tion  too  melancholy  to  be  long  dwelt  upon,  and  a  truth  too  certain 
to  be  fupprefied  or  denied. 

How  fuch  havock  could  have  been  made^  had  not  our  (hips  of  war 
concluded  a  treaty  of  neutrality  with  the  Spaniards,  and  left  the  war 
to  be  carried  on  only  by  the  merchants,  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  j 
for  furely  it  will  not  be  pretended,  that  all  thele  lofles  were  the  necef* 
fary  confequence  of  our  fituation  with  regard  to  Spain,  which,  if  it. 
expofed  the  Portugal  traders  to  hazard,  did  not  hinder  us  from 
guarding  our  own  coafts. 

And  yet  on  our  own  coafts,  my  Lords,  have  multitudes  of  our 
Ibips  been  taken  by  the  Spaniards  j  they  have  been  feized  by  petty 
veflels  as  they  were  entering  our  ports,  and  coiigratulating  them« 
felves  upon  their  efcape  from  danger. 

In  the  late  war  with  France,  an  enemy  much  more  formidable 
both  for  power  and  fituation,  methods  were  difcovered  by  which  our 
trade  was  more  efficacioufly  protected  :  by  ftationing  a  fquadron  at 
the  mouth  of  the  channel,  of  which  two  or  three  fiiips  at  a  time 
cruized  at  a  proper  diftance  on  die  neighbouring  feas,  the  privateers 
were  kept  in  awe,  and  confined  to  their  own  harbours,  or  feized  if 
diey  ventured  to  leave  them. 

But  of  fuch  ufeful  regulations  in  die  prefent  war  there  is  littte 
hope ;  for  if  the  public  papers  are  of  aiiy  credit,  the  King  of  Spain 
confidera  the  captures  of  our  merchants  as  a  fbnding  revenue,  and 
has  laid  an  indulto  upon  them  as  upon  other  paru  of  die  Spanifli 
trade* 
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It  is  therefore  to  little  purpofe  that  meafures  are  propofed  in  this 
Houfe,  or  fchemes  prefented  by  the  merchants  for  the  prefervation  of 
our  commerce ;  for  the  merchants  are  confidered  as  the  determined 
enemies  of  our  minifter,  who  therefore  refblved  that  they  fiiould  re- 
pent of  the  war  into  which  he  was  forced  by  them,  contrary  to  thofe 
favourite  fchemes  and  eftabliihed  maxims,  which  he  has  purfued  till 
the  liberties  of  mankind  are  almoft  extinguiihed. 

There  are  indeed  fome  hopes,  my  Lords,  that  new  meafures  refo- 
lutely  purfued  might  yet  repair  the  mifchiefs  of  this  abfurd  and 
cowardly  condudt,  and  that  by  refolution  and  dexterity  the  ambition 
c^  France  might  once  more  be  difappointed.  The  King  of  Pruilia 
appears  at  length  convinced  that  he  has  not  altogether  purfued  his 
real  intereft,  and  that  his  own  family  muft  fall  in  the  ruin  of  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria.  The  King  of  Sardinia  appears  firm  in  his  deter- 
mioation  to  adhere  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  and  has  therefore  re- 
filled a  paOage  through  bis  dominions  to  the  Spanifh  troops.  The 
States  of  Holland  feem  to  have  taken  the  alarm,  and  nothing  but 
their  diftruft  of  our  fincerity  can  hinder  them  from  uniting  againft 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

This  diftruft,  my  Lords,  we  may  probably  remove,  by  reviving  on 
this  occafion  our  ancient  forms  of  addrefs,  and  declaring  at  once  to 
His  Majefty,  and  to  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  that  we  are  hi  from 
approving  the  late  meafures. 

There  is  another  reafon  why  the  fliort  Addrefles  of  our  anceftors 
may  be  preferred  to  the  modern  forms,  in  which  a  great  number  of 
particular  fa^  are  often  comprehended.  It  is  evident,  that  the  Ad-> 
drcifcs  are  prefented.  before  there  can  bedtime  to  examine  whether  the 
feds  contained  in  them  are  juftly  ftatcd  -,  and  they  muft  therefore  lofe 
their  efficacy  with  the  people,  who  are  fufficiently  fagacious  to  dif- 
tinguifli  fervile  compliance  from  real  approbation,  and  who  will  not 
eafily  miftake  the  incenfe  of  flattery  for  the  tribute  of  gratitude. 

With  regard  to  the  propriety  of  the  Addrefs  propofed  to  your 
Lordfhips,  which  is,  like  others,,  only  a  repetition  of  the  fpeech,  there 
is  at  leaft  one  objedion  to  it,  too  important  to  be  fupprefied. 

It  is  affirmed  in  the  fpeech,  in  what  particular  words  I  Cannot 

cxadly  remember,  that  fmce  the  death  of  the  late  German  Emperor, 

the  intereft  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  has  been  diligently  and  invariably 

promoted  -,  an  aiTertion  which  His  Majefty  is  too  wife)  too  equitable. 
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and  too  generous  to  have  uttered,  but  at  the  perfuafion  of  his 
minifters. 

His  Majefty  well  knovirs,  that  no  important  a/fiftance  has  been 
hitherto  given  to  that  unhappy  Princefs ;  he  knows  that  the  twelve 
thoufand  men,  who  are  faid  to  have  been  raifed  for  the  defence  of  the 
empire,  thofe  mighty  troops  by  whofe  afliftance  the  enemies  of 
Auftria  were  to  be  fcattered,  never  marched  beyond  the  territory  of 
Hanover,  nor  left  that  blifsful  country  for  a  fingle  day.  And  is  it 
probable  that  the  Queen  would  have  preferred  money  for  troops,  had 
(he  not  been  informed  that  it  would  be  more  eafily  obtained  ? 

Nor  was  even  this  pecuniary  aififtance,  though  compatible  with 
the  fecurity  of  Hanover,  granted  her  without  reluctance  and  diffi- 
culty, of  which  no  other  proof  is  neceiTary  than  thediftance  between 
the  promife  and  the  performance  of  it.  The  money,  my  Lords,  is 
not  yet  all  paid,  though  the'laft  payment  was  very  lately  fixed«  Such 
is  the  afliftance  which  the  united  influence  of  juftice  and  compaffion 
has  yet  procured  from  the  court  of  Britain. 

Our  minifters  have  been  therefore  hitherto,  my  Lords,  fo  far  from 
a£ling  with  vigour  in  favour  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  that  they  have 
uever  folicited  the  court  of  Mufcovy,  almoft  the  only  court  now 
independent  on  France,  to  engage  in  her  defence.  How  wifely  that 
mighty  power  diftinguiflies  her  real  intereft,  and  how  ardently  (he 
purfues  it,  the  whole  world  was  convinced  in  her  alliance  with  the 
late  Emperor;  nor  is  it  unlikely,  that  flie  might  have  been  eafdy  per- 
fuaded  to  have  protefied  his  daughter  with  equal  zeal.  But  we  never 
afked  her  alliance  left  we  ftiould  obtain  it,  and  yet  we  boaft  of  our 
good  offices. 

Our  governors  thought  it  more  nearly  concerned  them  to  humble 
our  merchants  than  to  fuccour  our  allies,  and  therefore  admitted  the 
Spaniards  into  Italy ;  by  which  prudent  conduit  they  dextroufly  at 
once  gratified  the  Houfc  of  Bourbon,  embarrafled  the  Queen  of 
Hungiry,  and  endangered  the  efFeds  of  the  Britifh  merchants,  lying 
at  Leghorn ;  eftbas  which  were  lately  valued  at  fix  hundred  thoufand 
pounds^  but  which,  by  the  feafonablc  arrival  of  the  Spaniards,  are 
biTppily  reduced  to  half  their  price. 

I  hope  therefore  I  need  not  urge  to  your  Lordflbips  the  neceffity  of 
confining  our  Addrcfs  to  thanks  and  congratulations,  becaufe  it  is 
not  neceiTary  to  fay  how  inconfiiient  it  muft  be  thought  with  the 
dignity  of  this  Houfe  to  echo  falfliood,  and  to  countenance  perfidy. 

Then 

4 


A,  1741.]  TH£AODR.£SS.  35 

Then  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  ipoke  to  the  fpUowing  effed : 
lij  Lords^  The  manner  in  which  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft 
tifnSes  his  fentiments,  never  fails  to  give  pleafure,  even  where  his 
arguments  produce  no  convi^on ;  and  his  eloquence  always  receives 
its  praife,  though  it  may  fometimes  be  (Siappointed  of  its  more  im- 
portant effeSs. 

In  the  prefent  debate,  my  Lords,  I  have  heard  no  argument,  by 
whkh  I  am  inclined  to  change  the  ufual  forms  of  addreis,  or  to  rejed 
the  motion  which  has  been  made  to  us. 

The  Addrefs  which  has  been  propofed,  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  juftly 
chargeable  either  with  flattery  to  the  minifters,  or  with  difingenuity 
with  refpe£l  to  the  people ;  nor  can  I  difcover  in  it  any  of  thofe  po- 
fitions  whkh  have  been  reprefented  fo  fallacious  and  dangerous.  It 
contains  only  a  general  declaration  of  our  gratitude,  and  an  aiTertioa 
of  our  zeal ;  a  declaration  and  aflertion  to  which  I  hope  uo  Lord  in 
this  aflembly  will  be  unwilling  to  fubfcribe. 

As  an  enquiry  into  the  propriety  of  this  Addrefs  has  produced, 
uriietfaer  neceflarlly  or  not,  many  obferVations  on  the  prefent  (late  of 
Europe,  and  many  animadverfions  upon  the  late  condud):,  it  cannot 
be  improper  for  me  to  offer  to  your  Lordfhips  my  opinion  of  the 
meafures  which  have  been  purfued  by  us,  as  well  in  the  war  with 
Spain,  as  with  regard  to  the  Qiieen  of  Hungary,  and  to  propofe  my 
conjedures  concerning  the  events  which  may  probably  be  produced 
by  the  diffractions  on  the  continent. 

This  deviation  from  the  queftion  before  us,  will  at  leaft  be  as  eaiUy 
pardoned  in  me  as  in  the  noble  Lords  who  have  exhibited  fo  gloomy 
a  reprefentation  of  our  approaching  condition,  who  have  lamented 
the  flavery  with  which  they  imagine  all  the  ftates  of  Europe  about 
to  be  harrafled,  and  defcribed  the  infolence  and  ravages  of  thofe 
opprefibrs  to  whom  their  apprehenfions  have  already  given  the  empire 
of  the  world.  For  furely,  my  Lords,  it  is  an  endeavour  no  lefs 
laudable  to  difpel  terror,  than  to  excice  it ;  and  he  who  brings  us 
fuch  accounts  as  we  defire  to  receive,  is  generally  liflened  to  with 
iiilulgence,  however  unelegant  may  be  his  expreffions,  or  however 
irregular  his  narration. 

That  the  power  of  the  fiimily  of  Bourbon  is  arrived  at  a  very 
^gerous  and  formidable  extent ;  that  it  n^ver  was  hitherto  employed 
Wt  to  diflurb  the  happinefs  of  the  univerfe  -,  that  the  fame  fchemes 

iriiicb  our  anceftors  laboured  fo  ardendy  and  io  fuccefsfully  to  deftroy, 
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are  now  formed  afrefli,  and  intended  to  be  put  in  immediate  execu- 
tion ;  that  the  empire  is  defigned  to  be  held  henceforward  in  depen- 
dence on  France,  and  that  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  by  which  the  com- 
mon rights  of  Aiankind  have  been  fo  long  fupported,  is  now  marked 
out  for  deftniftion,  is  too  evident  to  be  contefted. 

It  is  allowed,  my  Lords,  that  the  power  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria^ 
which  there  was  once  reafon  to  dread,  left  it  might  have  been  em- 
ployed againft  us,  is  now  almoft  exttnguiflied  j  and  that  name  which 
has  for  fa  many  ages  filled  the  hiftories  of  Europe,  is  in  dahger  of 
being  forgotten.  It  is  allowed,,  that  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  cannot  fall 
without  cxpofing  all  thofe  who  have  hitherto  been  fupported  by  its 
alliance  to  the  utmoft  danger  ;  and  I  need  not  add,  that  they  ought 
therefore  to  aflift  it  with  the  utmoft  expedition,  and  the  moft  vigorous 
mcafures. 

It  may  be  fuggefted,  my  Lords,  that  this  affiftance  has  been  already 
delayed  till  it  is  become  ufelefs,  that  the  utmoft  expedition  will  be 
too  flow,  and  the  moft  vigorous  meafures  too  weak  to  ftop  the  torrent 
of  the  conquefts  of  France  ;  that  the  fatal  blow  will  be  ftruck,  before 
we  Ihall  have  an  opportunity  to  ward  it  off,  and  that  our  regard  for 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria  will  be  only  compaflion  for  the  dead. 

But  thefe,  my  Lords,  I  hope,  are  only  the  apprehenfions  of  a  mind 
overborne  with  fudden  terrors,  and  perplexed  by  a  confufed  furvcy 
of  <x>mplicated  danger  ;  for  if  we  confider  more  diftindly  the  powers 
which  may  be  brought  in  oppofitioii  to  Frince,  we  (hall  find  no  realbn 
for  dcfpairing  that  we  may  once  more  ftand  up  with  fuccefs  in  defence 
of  our  religion  and  the  liberty  of  mankind,  and  once  more  reduce 
thofe  troublers  of  the  world  to  the  neceflity  of  abandoning  their  de- 
ft ruftive  defigns. 

The  noble  Lord  has  already  mentioned  the  prefent  difpofition  of 
three  powerful  ftates,  as  a  motive  for  vigorous  refolutions,  and  a 
x:onfideration  that  may  at  leaft  preferve  us  from  defpair  ;  and  it  is 
no  fmall  fatisfadion  to  me  to  obfcrve,  that  his  penetration  and  ex- 
perience incline  him  to  hope  upon  the  profpe£^  of  affairs  as  they  now 
appear;  becaufe  I  doubt  not  but  that  hope  will  be  improved  .into 
confidence,  by  the  account  which  I  can  now  give  your  Lordihi[)S 
cf(  the  intention  of  another  power,  yet  more  formidable,  to  engage 
with  us  in  the  great  defiga  of  reprei&ng  the  infolence  of  France, 

A  treaty  of  alliance,  my  Lords,  has  been  for  fome  time  concerted 
with  the  Emperor  of  Mufcovy,  and  has  been  negotiated  with  fuch 

diligence* 
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^Sigence,  that  it  is  now  completed,  and  I  doubt  not  but  the  laft 
ratifications  will  arri^re  at  this  court  in  a  few  days  ^  by  which  it  will 
appear  to  your  Lordfliips,  that  the  intereft  of  this  nation  has  been 
▼igilantly  regarded,  and  to  our  allies,  that  the  faith  of  Britain  has 
never  yet  been  (haken.  It  will  appear  to  the  French,  that  they  have 
precipitated  their  triumphs,  that  they  have  imagined  chemfelves  mailers 
of  nations  by  whom  they  will  be  in  a  fhori  time  driven  back  to  their 
own  confines,  and  that  perhaps  they  have  parcelled  out  kingdoms 
which  they  are  never  likely  to  poflefs. 

It  was  affirmed,  and  with  juft  difcernment,  that  applications  ought 
to  be  made  to  this  powerful  court,  as  the  profeiled  adverfary  of  France  ; 
and  if  it  was  not  hitherto  known  that  their  afliftance  had  been 
affiduoufly  folicited,  our  endeavours  were  kept  fecret  only  that  their 
fttccels  might  be  more  certain,  and  that  they  might  furprize  mgre 
powerfully  by  their  efFe£b, 

Nor  have  the  two  other  princes,  which  were  mentioned  by  the 
noble  Lord,  been  forgotten,  whofe  concurrence  is  at  this  time  fo 
neceilary  to  us  :  and  I  doubt  not  but  that  the  reprefentations  which 
have  been  made  with  all  the  force  of  truth,  and  all  the  zeal  that  is 
awakened  by  intereft  and  by  danger,  will  in  time  produce  the  efFeds 
for  which  they  were  intended;  by  convincing  thofe  princes  that  they 
endanger  themfelves  by  flattering  the  French  ambition,  that  they 
are  divefting  themfelves  of  that  defence  of  which  tt^ey  will  quickly 
regret  die  lofs,  and  that  they  are  only  not  attacked  at  prefent,  that 
tbey  may  be  deftroyed  more  eafily  hereafter. 

But  it  is  always  to  be  remembered,  my  Lords,  that  in  public 
trania^ons,  as  in  private  life,  intereft  aA«  with  lefs  force  as  it  is  at 
greater  diftance,  and  that  the  immediate  motive  will  generally  pre- 
vail. Futurity  impairs  the  influence  of  the  mod  important  objects 
of  coniideration,  even  when  it  does  not  leflTen  their  certainty ;  and 
with  regard  to  events  only  probable,  events  which  a  thoufand  acci- 
dents may  obviate,  they  are  almoft  annihilated,  with  regard  to  the 
human  mind,  by  being  placed  at  a  diftance  from  us.  Wherever 
imagination  can  exert  its  power,  we  eafily  dwell  upon  the  mofl: 
{ileafmg  views,  and  flatter  ourfelves  with  thofe  confequences,  which, 
though  perhaps  leafl:  to  be  expeftcd,  arc  moft  dcfircJ.  Wherever  dif- 
ferent events  may  arife^  which  is  the  ftate  of  all  human  tranfa^lions, 
?e  naturaUy  promote  our  hopes,  and  reprefs  our  fears  ^  and  in  time 
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fo  far  deceive  onrfelves,  as  to  quiet  all  our  fufpicions,  laj  all  our 
terrors  afleep,  and  believe  what  at  firft  we  only  wiflied. 

This,  my  Lords,  muft  be  the  delufion  by  which  fome  ftates  arc 
induced  to  favour,  and  others  to  negleft  the  encroachments  of  France. 
Men  are  impolitic,  as  they  are  wicked;  becaufe  they  prefer  the 
gratification  of  the  prefent  hour  to  the  aiTurance  of  folid  and  perma« 
nent,  but  diftant  happinefs.  The  French  take  advantage  of  this 
general  weaknefs  of  the  human  mind,  and  by  magnificent  promifes 
to  one  prince,  and  petty  grants  to  another,  reconcile  them  to  their 
dcfigns.  Each  finds  that  he  {hall  gain  more  by  contraAing  an  alliance 
with  them,  than  with  another  fts^te  which  has  no  view,  befides  that  of 
preferving  to  eVery  fovereign  his  juft  rights,  and  which  therefore,  as 
it  plunders  none,  will  have  nothing  to  beftow. 

This,  my  Lords,  is  the  difadvantage  under  which  our  negotiators 
labour  againft  thofc  of  France ;  we  have  no  kingdoms  to  parcel  out 
among  thofe  whofe  confederacy  we  folicit  j  we  can  promife  them  no 
fuperiority  above  the  neighbouring  princes  which  they  do  not  now 
pofTefs  ;  we  afTume  not  the  province  of  adjufting  the  boundaries  of 
dominion,  or  of  deciding  contefted  titles  :  we  promife  only  the  pre- 
fervation  of  quiet,  and  the  eftablifhment  of  fafety. 

But  the  French,  my«  Lords,  oppofe  us  with  other  arguments,  ar- 
guments' which  indeed  receive  their  force  from  folly  and  credulity; 
but  what  more  powerful  affiftance  can  be  defired  ?  They  promife 
not  mere  negative  advantages,  not  an  exemption  from  remote  op- 
preffion,  or  an  efcape  from  flavery,  which,  as  it  was  yet  never  felt, 
is  very  little  dreaded ;  they  ofier  an  immediate  augmentation  of  do- 
minion, and  an  extenfion  of  power ;  they  propofe  new  tra(9s  of  com- 
merce, and  open  new  fources  of  wealth ;  they  invite  confederacies, 
not  for  defence,  but  for  conquefts ;  fr)r  conquefts  to  be  divided  among 
the  powers  by  whofe  union  they  fliall  be  made. 

Let  it  not  therefore  be  obje£):ed,  my  Lords,  to  our  minifters,  or 
our  negotiators,  that  the  French  obtain  more  influence  than  they; 
that  they  arc  more  eafily  liftened  to,  or  more  readily  believed  :  for 
while'  fuch  is  the  condition  of  mankind,  that  what  is  defired  is  eafily 
credited,  while  profit  is  more  powerful  than  reafon,  the  French  elo- 
quence will  frequently  prevail. 

Whether,  my  Lords,  our  feemlng  want  of  fuccefs  in  the  war  with 
Spain  admits  of  as  eafy  a  folution,  my  degree  of  knowledge  in  mili- 
tary affairs,  does  not  enable  me  to  determine.    An  account  of  this 

part 
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part  of  our  condud  is  to  be  expend  from  the  Commiffioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  by  whom,  I  doubt  not,  but  fuch  reafons  will  be  affigncd 
fcr  all  the  operations  of  our  naval  forces,  and  fuch  vindications  offered 
of  all  thofe  meafures,  which  have  been  hitherto  imputed  too  pre- 
cipitately to  negligence,  cowardice,  or  treachery,  as  will  fatisfy  thofe 
who  have  been  moft  vehement  in  their  cenfures. 

But  becaufe  it  does  not  feem  to  me  very  dtfEcult  to  apologizo  for 
thofe  mifirarriages  which  have  occaiioned  the  loudeft  complaints,  I 
will  lay  before  your  Lordfbips  what  I  have  been  able  to  collect  from 
enquiry,  or  to  conjeiSlure  from  obfervation  j  and  doubt  not  but  it  will 
cafily  appear,  that  nothing  has  been  omitted  from  any  apparent  defign 
of  betraying  our  country,  and  that  our  minifters  and  commanders 
will  deierve,  at  leaft,  to  be  heard  before  they  are  condemned. 

That  great  numbers  of  our  trading  veiTels  have  been  feized  by  the 
Spaniards,  and  that  our  commerce  has  therefore  been  very  much 
embarrafled  and  interrupted,  is  fufficiently  manifeft ;  but  to  me,  my 
Lords,  this  appears  one  of  the  certain  and  neceifary  confequences  of 
war,  which  are  always  to  be  expedled,  and  to  be  fet  in  our  confulta^ 
tioDS  againft  the  advantages  which  we  propofe  to  obtain.  It  is  as 
rational  to  exped,  that  of  an  army  fent  againft  our  enemies,  every 
man  Ibould  return  unhurt  to  his  acquaintances,  as  that  every  mer- 
chant (hould  fee  his  ihip  and  pargo  fail  fafcly  into  port. 

If  we  examine,  my  Lords,  the  late  war,  of  which  the  condu£l 
has  been  fo  laviibly  applauded,  in  which  the  vi£tories  which  we  ob- 
tained have  been  fo  loudly  celebrated,  and  which  has  been  propofcd 
to  the  imitation  of  all  future  minifters,  it  will  appear,  that  our  lofies 
of  the  (ame  kind  were  then  very  frequent,  and  perhaps  not  lefs  com- 
pbioed  of,  though  the  murmurs  are  now  forgotten,  and  the  accla- 
mations tranfmitted  to  poiierity,  becaufe  we  naturally  relate  what  has 
given  us  fatisfadion,  and  fupprefs  what  we  cannot  recoiled  without 
luieafmefs. 

If  we  look  farther  backward,  my  Lords,  and  enquire  into  the 
event  of  any  other  wair  in  whicli  we  engaged  fyice  commerce  has 
cooftkutcd  fo  large  a  part  of  the  intereft  of  this  nation,  I  doubt  not 
but  in  proportion  to  our  trade  will  be  found  our  loiFes ;  and  in  all 
fiiture  wars,  as  in  the  prefent,  I  (hall  expie£l  the  fame  calamities  and 
the  (ame  complaints.  For  the  efcape  of  any  number  of  iliips  raifes 
JK>  trani^rt,  nor  produces  any  gratitude  \  but  the  lofs  of  a  few  will 
always  give  occaflon  to  clamours  and  difcontent.     For  vigilance, 

D  ±  however 
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however  diligf  nt,  can  never  produce  more  fafcty  than  will  be  naturally 
expeftcd  from  our  jnconteftable  fuperiority  at  fea,  by  which  a  great 
part  of  the  nati9n  is  fo  far  deceived  as  to  imagine,  that  becaufe  we 
cannot  be  conquered,  we  cannot  be  molefted. 

Nor  do  I  fee  how  it  is  poffible  to  employ  our  power  niore  effec- 
tually for  the  proteftion  of  our  trade  than  by  the  method  now  purfued 
of  covering  the  ocean  with  our  fleets,  and  ftationing  our  (hips  of  war 
in  every  place  where  danger  can  be  apprehended.  If  it  be  urged, 
that  the  incfficacy  of  our  meafures  is  a  fufficient  proof  qf  their  im- 
propriety, it  will  be  proper  to  fubftitute  another  plan  of  operation, 
of  which  the  fuccefs  may  be  more  probable.  To  me,  my  Lords,  the 
lofs  of  fome  of  our  mercantile  veilels  (hews  only  the  difproportion 
between  the  number  of  our  {hips  of  war,  and  the  extent  of  the  fea, 
which  is  a  region  too  vaft  to  be  compleatly  garrifoned,  and  of  which 
the  frequenters  muft  inevitably  be  fubjec^  to  the  fudden  incurfions  of 
fubtle  rovers. 

The  difpoiition  of  our  fquadrons  has  been  fuch,  as  was  doubtlefs 
diftated  by  the  moft  acute  fagacity,  and  the  moft  enlightened  expe- 
rience. The  fquadron  which  was  appointed  to  guard  our  coafts  ha^s 
been  ridiculed  as  an  ulelefs  expence ;  and  its  frequent  excurfions  and 
return?,  without  any  memorable  attempt,  have  given  occafion  to 
endlefs  raillery,  and  inceflant  exclamations  of  wonder  and  contempt* 
But  it  is  to  be  confidered,  my  Lords,  that  the  enemies  of  this  nation, 
cither  fecret  or  declared,  had  powerful  fquadrons  in  many  ports  of 
the  Mediterranean,  which,  had  they  known  that  our  coafts  were 
without  defence,  might  have  iffxitd  out  on  a  fudden,  and  have  ap- 
peared unexpeftedly  in  our  channel,  from  whence  they  might  have 
laid  our  towns  in  ruin,  entered  our  docks,  burnt  up  all  our  prepara- 
tions  for  future  expeditions,  carried  into  flavery  the  inhabitants  of 
our  villages,  and  left  the  maritime  provinces  of  this  kingdom  in  a 
ftate  of  general  defolation. 

Out  of  this  fquadron,  however  neceflkry,  there  was  yet  a  reinforce- 
ment of  five  {hips  ordered  to  affift  Haddock,  that  he  might  be  enabled 
to  oppofe  the  defigns  of  the  Spaniards,  though  affiftA  by  their  French 
confederates,  whom  it  is  known  that  he  was  fo  far  from  favouring, 
that  he  was  flationed  before  Barcelona  to  block  them  up.  Why  he 
departed  from  that  port,  and  upon  what  motives  of  policy,  or  maxims 
of  war,  he  fufFered  the  Spaniards  to  profecute  their  fcheme,  he  only 
is  able  to  inform  us. 

That 
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That  the  Spaniards  have  not  at  leaft  been  fpared  by  dcfign,  is  evi- 
dent from  their  fufFerings  in  this  war,  which  have  been  much  greater 
than  ours.  Many  of  our  (hips  have  indeed  been  (hatched  up  by  the 
rapacity  of  private  adventurers,  whom  the  ardour  of  intereft  had 
made  vigilant,  and  whofe  celerity  of  purfuit  as  well  as  flight,  enables 
them  to  take  the  advantage  of  the  fituation  of  their  own  ports,  and 
thofe  of  their  friends.  But  as  none  of  our  (Rips  have  been  denied 
convoys,  I  know  not  how  the  lofs  of  them  can  be  imputed  to  the 
miiiiftry;  and  if  any  of  thofe  who  failed  under  the  prote£Hon  of  (hips 
of  war  have  been  loft,  the  commanders  may  be  required  to  vindicate 
diemlelves  from  the  charge  of  negligence  or  treachery. 

But  this  enquiry,  my  Lords,  muft  be,  in  my  opinion,  referved  for 
aoodierday,  when  it  may  become  the  immediate  fubjedi  of  our  con- 
fultatioiis,  with  which  it  has  at  prefent  no  coherence,  or  to  which  at 
leaft  it  is  very  remotely  related.  For  I  am  not  able,  upon  the  moft 
impartial  and  the  moft  attentive  confideration  of  the  Addrefs  now 
propofed  to  your  Lordfhips,  to  perceive  any  neceffity  of  a  previous 
enquiry  into  the  condu£l  of  the  war,  the  tranfaAion  of  ^ur  negocia- 
tions,  or  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom,  in  order  to  our  compliance  with 
this  motion,  by  which  we  (hall  be  far  from  (heltering  any  crime  from 
punifhoient,  or  any  doubtful  condu£l  from  enquiry ;  (hall  be  far  from 
obftruding  the  courfe  of  national  juftice,  or  approving  what  we  do 
not  underftand. 

The  chief  tendency  of  his  Majefty's*  Speech  is  to  a(k  our  advice  on 
this  extraordinary  conjuncture  of  aiFairs,  a  conduCl  undoubtedly 
worthy  of  a  Britifh  Monarch,  anfl  which  we  ought  not  to  requite 
with  difrefpe£l  j  but  what  lefs  can  be  inferred  from  an  alteration  of 
our  eftabliflied  fdtms  of  Addrefs,  by  an  omiflion  of  any  part  of  the 
Speech  ?  For  what  will  be  imagined  by  his  Majefty,  by  the  nation, 
and  by  the  whole  world,  but  that  we  did  not  approve  what  we  did 
not  anfwer  ? 

The  Duke  of  Arcyle  fpoke  to  the  following  purpofe  : — My 
Lords,  it  is  with  great  reafon  that  the  prefent  time  has  been  repre- 
iented  to  us  froo^the  Throne  as  a  time  of  uncommon  danger  and 
difturbance,  a  time  in  which  the  barriers  of  kingdoms  are  broken 
down  in  contempt  ofevery  law  of  heaven  and  of  earth,  and  in  which 
ambition,  rapine,  andopprefiion  feem  to  be  let  loofe  upon  mankind; 
^  time  in  which  fome  nations  fend  out  armies  and  invade  the  terri- 
tories of  their  neighbours,  in  oppofition  to  the  moft  folemn  treaties, 

of 
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of  which  others,  with  equal  perfidy,  filently  fufier,  or  fecretly  fiivour 
the  violation. 

At  a  time  like  this,  when  treaties  are  confidered  only  as  mo- 
mentary expedients,  and  alliances  confer  nofecurity,  it  is  evident  that 
the  prefervation  of  our  rights,  our  intereft,  and  our  commerce,  muft 
depend  only  on  our  natural  ftrength ;  and  that  inftead  of  cultivating 
the  frienddiip  of  foreign  powers,  which  we  muft  purchafe  upon  dif- 
advantageous  conditions,  and  which  will  be  withdrawn  from  us 
whenever  we  iEall  need  it ;  we  ought  therefore  to  colle<fi  our  own 
force,  and  (hew  the  world  how  little  we  ftand  in  need  of  affiftance, 
and  how  little  we  have  to  fear  from  the  moft  powerful  of  our  enemies. 

Our  country,'  my  Lords,  feems  defigned  by  nature  to  fubfift  with- 
out any  dependance  on  other  nations,  and  by  a  fteady  and  refolute 
improvement  of  thefe  advantages  with  which  providence  has  bleiled 
it,  may  bid  defiance  to  i[iiankind ;  it  might  become,  by  the  extenfion 
of  our  commerce,  the  general  center  at  which  the  wealth  of  the  whole 
earth  might  be  colleded  together,  and  from  whence  it  might  be  ifiued 
upon  proper  occasions,  for  the'difFufion  of  liberty,  the  repreilion  of 
infolence,  and  the  prefervation  of  peace. 

But  this  glory,  and  this  influence,  my  Lords,  muft  arife  from  do- 
meftick  felicity ;  and  domeftick  felicity  can  only  be  produced  by  a 
mutual  confidence  between  the  government  and  the  people.  Where 
the  governors  diftruft  the  afFedlions  of  their  fubjefis,  they  will  not  be 
very  folicitous  to  advance  fteir  happinefs  ;  for  who  will  endeavour  to 
increafe  that  wealth  which  will,  as  he  believes,  be  employed  againft 
him?  Nor  will  the  fubjeils  chca'rfully  concur  even  with  the  ne- 
ceflary  meafures  of  their  governors,  whofe  general  defigns  they  con- 
ceive to  be  contrary  to  the  publick  intereft ;  becaufe  any  temporary 
fuccefs  or  accidental  reputation,  will  only  dazzle  the  eyes  of  the  mul- 
titude while  their  liberties  are  ftolen  away. 

This  confidence,  my  Lords,  muft  be  promoted  where  it  exifts, 
and  regained  where  it  is  loft,  by  the  open  adminiftration  of  juftice, 
by  impartial  enquiries  into  public  tranfa£tions,  by  the  exaltation  of 
thofe  whofe  wifdom  and  bravery  has  advanced  the  publick  reputation, 
or  increafed  the  happinefs  of  the  nation,  and  the  cehfure  of  thofe, 
however  elate  with  dignities,  or.  furrounded  with  dependants,  who 
by  their  unfkilfulnefs  or  diOionefty,  have  either  embarrailed  their 
country  or  betrayed  it. 

For 
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For  this  reafon,  my  Lords(,  it  is  in  my  opinion  neceflkry  to  gratify 
the  nation,  at  the  prefent  juncture,  with  the  profped  of  thofe  mea- 
fures,  without  which  no  people  can  reafonably  be  fatisfied,  and  to 
pacify  their  refentment  of  paft  injuries,  and  quiet  their  apprehenfions 
of  future  miferies,  by  a  poffibility  at  leaft^  that  they  may  fee  the  au> 
tbors  of  all  our  mifcarriages  called  to  a  trial  in  open  day,  and  the 
merit  of  thofe  men  acknowledged  and  rewarded,  by  wbofe  refolution 
and  integrity  they  imagine  that  the  final' ruin  of  themfelves  and 
pofterity  has  been  hithertp  prevented. 

That  die  prefent  difcontent  of  the  Britifh  nation  is  almoft  unt- 
Tcrfal,  that  fufpicion  has  infufed  itfelf  into  every  rank  and  denomina- 
tion of  men,  that  cpniplaints  of  the  neglefi;  of  our  commerce,  the 
miiapplication  of  our  treafure,  and  the  unfuccefsfulnefs  of  our  arms, 
are  to  be  heard  from  every  mouth,  and'  in  every  place,  where  men 
dare  utter  thefr  fentiments,  I  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  no  man  will  deny  ; 
for  whoever  (hould  ftand  up  in  oppofition  to  the  truth  of  a  fad  lb 
generally  known,  would  diftinguifh  himfelf,  even  in  this  age  of  ef- 
frontery and  corruption,  by  a  contempt  of  reputation,  not  yet  known 
afflongft  mankind. 

And  indeed,  my  Lords,  it  muft  be  confeiled  that  thefe  difcontents 
and  clamours  are  produced  by  fuch  an  appearance  of  folly,  or  of 
treachery,  as  few  ages  or  nations  have  ever  known ;  by  fuch  an  ob- 
ftinate  perfeverance  in  bad  meafures,  as  (hame  has  hitherto  prevented 
in  thofe  upon  whom  .nobler  motives,  fidelity  to  their  truft,  and  love 
of  their  country,  had  loft  their  influence. 

Other  minifters,  when  they  have  formed  defigns  of  (acrificing  the 
publick  jnterefl  to  their  own,  have  been  compelled  to  better  mea* 
fores  by  timelyjdifcoveries,  and  juft  reprefentations  ;  they  have  been 
criminal  only  becaufe  they  hoped  for  fecrecy,  and  have  vindicated 
their  condud  no  longer  than  while  they  bad  hopes  that  their  apologies 
might  deceive. 

But  our  heroic  minifters,  my  Lords,  have  fet  themfelves  free  from 
the  {hackles  of  circumfpeAion,  they  have  difburthened  themfelves  of 
the  embarrafiments  of  caution,  and  claim  an  exemption  from  the 
neceffity  of  fupporting  their  meafures  by  laborious  dedu£):ioi^  and 
artful  reafonings  j  they  defy  the  publick  when  they  can  no  longer  de- 
'udeit,  and  profecute,  in  the  face  of  the  fun,  thofe  meafures  which 
they  have  not  been  able  to  fupport,  and  of  which  the  fatal  confe- 
quences  are  forefeen  by  the  whole  nation* 

When 
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When  they  have  been  detefted  in  one  abfurdity,  they  take  flieltcr 
in  another ;  when  experience  has  fhewn  that  one  of  their  attempts 
was  defigned'only  to  injure  their  country,  they  propofe  a  fecond  of 
the  fame  kind  with  equal  confidence,  boaft  again  of  their  integrity^ 
and  again  require  the  concurrence  of  the  legiflature,  and  the  fupport 
of  the  people. 

When  they  had  for  a  long  time  fuffered  pur  trading  veffels  to  be 
feized  in  fight  of  our  own  ports,  when  they  had  difpatched  fleets  into 
the  Mediterranean,  only  to  lie  expofed  to  the  injuries  of  the  weather, 
and  to  fail  from  one  coaft  to  another,  only  to  (hew  that  they  had  no 
hoftile  intentions,  and  that  they  were  fitted  out  by  the  friends  of  the 
Spaniards^  only  to  amufe  and  exhauft  the  nation,  they  at  length 
thought  it  neceflary  to  lull  the  impatience  of  the  people,  who  began  to 
difcover  that  they  had  hitherto  been  harrafled  with  taxes  and  imprefles 
to  no  purpofe,  by  the  appearance  of  a  new  effort  for  the  fubjefiion  of 
the  enemy,  and  to  divert,  by  the  expectations  which  an  army  and  a 
fleet  naturally  raife,  any  clamours  at  their  paft  conduft. 

For  this  end,  having  entered  into  their  ufual  confultations,  they 
projefted  an  expedition  into  America,  for  which  they  raifed  forces 
and  procured  tranfports,  with  all  the  pomp  of  preparation  for  the 
conqueft  of  half  the  continent,  not  fo  much  to  alarm  the  Spaniards, 
which  I  conceive  but  a  fecondary  view,  as  to  fill  the  people  of  Britain 
with  amufing  profpecSs  of  great  atchievements,  of  the  addition  of 
new  dominions  to  this  empire,  and  an  ample  reparation  for  all  their 
damages. 

Thus  provided  with  forces  fuflicient  in  appearance  for  this  mighty 
cnterprife,  they  embarked  them  after  many  delays,  and  difmifled  them 
to  their  fate,  having  firft  difpofed  their  regulations  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  it  was  impofliblc  that  they  fliouldmiect  with  fuccefs. 

I  can  call  your  Lordihips  to  witnefs,  that  this  impoiTibility  was  not 
difcovered  by  me  after  the  event,  for  I  foretold  in  this  Houfe,  that 
their  defigns  fo  conduced,  muft  evidently  mifcarry. 

Nor  was  this  predidion,  my  Lords,  the  eflfeil  of  any  uncommon 
fagacity,  or  any  accidental  conjeSure  on  future  confequences  which 
happened  to  be 'right;  for  to  any  man  who  has  had  opportunities  of 
obferving  that  knowledge  in  war  is  neceflary  to  fuccefs,  and  expe- 
rience is  the  foundation  of  knowledge,  it  was  fufEciently  pl^in  that 
our  forces  muft  be  repulfed. 

The 
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The  forces  fent  into  America,  my  Lords,  were  newly  railed, 
phced  under  the  diredion  of  officers  not  leis  ignorant  than  them« 
MrcSy  and  commanded  by  a  man  who  never  bad  commanded  any 
trtK^  before  ;  and  who,  however  laudable  he  might  have  difcharged 
tbe  duty  of  a  Captain,  was  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  province  of 
a  General. 

Yet  was  this  man,  my  Lords,  preferred,  not  only  to  a  multitude 
of  other  officers,  to  whom  experience  mufl  have  been  offmall  advan- 
tage, if  it  did  not  furnifh  them  with  knowledge  far  fuperior  to  his, 
but  to  five  and  forty  Generals,  of  whom  I  hope  the  nation  has  no 
reafon  to  fufpe£l  that  any  of  them  would  not  gladly  have  ferved  it  on 
anoccafion  of  fo  great  importance,  and  willingly  have  conduced  an 
expedition  intended  to  retrieve  the  honour  of  the  Britifh  name,  the 
terror  of  our  arms,  and  the  fecurity  of  our  commerce. 

When  raw  troops,  my  Lords,  with  young  officers,  are  to  aft  un- 
der the  command  of  an  unflcilful  General,  what  is  it  reafonable  to  ex* 
peS,  but  what  has  happened,  overthrow,  flaughter,  and  ignominy  ? 
What  but  that  cheap  vidtories  fliould  heighten  the  infolence,  and 
harden  the  obftinacy  of  our  enemies  ^  and  that  we  {hould  not  only 
be  weakened  by  our  lofs,  but  difpirited  by  our  difgrace  ;  by  the  dif- 
grace  of  being  overthrown  by  thofe  whom  we  have  defpifed,  and  with 
whom  nothing  but  our  own  folly  could  have  reduced  us  to  a  level. 

The  other  conjeSure  which  I  ventured  to  propofe  to  your  Lord^ 
(hips,  with  regard  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  was  not  founded  on 
facts  equally  evident  with  the  former,  though  experience  has  difco- 
vered  that  it  was  equally  true.  It  was  then  aficrted,  both  by  other 
Lords  and  myfelf,  that  money  would  be  chofen  by  that  Princefs  as  an 
aiSfiance  more  ufeful  than  forces  j  an  opinion,  which  the  Lords  who 
are  engaged  in  the  adminiftration  vigoroufly  oppofcd.  In  confe- 
quence  of  their  determination,  forces  were  hired,  for  what  purpofe — 
let  them  now  declare,  fince  none  but  themfelves  have  yet  known. 

That  at  Icaft  they  were  not  taken  into  our  pay  for  the  fervice  for 
which  they  were  required,  the  fuccour  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  is 
moft  evident,  unlefs  the  name  of  armies  is  imagined  fufHcient  to  in- 
timidate the  French,   a$  the  Spaniards  are  to  be  fubdued  by  the 
fight  of  fleets.     They  never  marched  towards  her  frontiers,  never 
oppofed  her  enemies,  or  afforded  her  the  leaft  affiftance,  but  ftood  idle 
and  unconcernad  in  the  territories  of  Hanover ;  nor  was  it  known 
dot  they  fxifted  by  any  other  proof  than  that  remittances  were  made 
for  their  pay. 

Such, 
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Such,  my  Lord»,  was  the  affiftancc,  aiked  with  fo  nmch  foh'citude, 
and  levied  with  fo  much  expedition,  for  the  Queen  of  Hungary ;  fucb 
were  die  eSsSts  of  the  zeal  of  our  iliuftrious  minifters  for  the  pre- 
lervation  of  that  auguft  Houfe,  to  whofe  alliance  we  are  perhaps  in- 
debted for  the  prefervation  of  our  religion'  and  our  liberties,  and  to 
which  all  Europe  muft  have  recourfe  for  (belter  from  the  oppreifion  of 
France. 

When  this  formidable  body  of  men  was  aflembled,  my  Lords,  and 
reviewed,  they  were  perhaps  found  too  graceful  and  too  well  forted  to 
be  expofed  to  the  dangers  of  a  battle  ;  and  the  fame  tendernefs  tbat 
has  fo  long  preferved  our  own  forces  from  any  other  field  than  the 
Park,  might  refcue  them  from  the  fatigues  of  accompanying  the  adive 
buflars  in  their  incurfions,  or  the  fteady  Auftrians  in  their  conflids. 

Whatever  was  the  reafon,  my  Lords,  it  is  certain  that  they  have 
been  referved  for  other  opportunities  of  fignaiizing  their  courage, 
and  they  flept  in  quiet,  and  fattened  upon  the  wealth  of  Britain^ 
while  the  enemies  of  our  iliuftrious,  magnanimous,  and  unfortunate 
ally,  entered  her  territories  without  oppofition,  marched  through 
them  uninterrupted,  and  rather  took  pofleffion  than  made  conquefts. 

That  in  this  condition  of  her  affairs,  the  Queen  would  refufe  an 
offer  of  12,000  men  ;  that  when  fhe  was  driven  from  one  country  to 
another,  attended  by  an  army  fcarcely  fufficient  to  form  a  flying 
camp,  (he  would  not  gladly  have  accepted  a  reinforcement  fo  power- 
ful, let  thofe  believe,  my  Lords,  who  have  yet  never  been  deceived 
by  minifterial  feith. 

The  real  defigns  of  the  miniftry,  my  Lords,  are  fufficiently  obvi« 
ous,  nor  is  any  thing  more  certain,  than  that  they  had  in  requiring 
this  mockaffiftance  for  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  no  other  defign,  than 
that  of  faifing  her  expectations  only  to  deceive  them  ;  and  to  divert 
her,  by  confidence  in  their  preparations,  from  having  recourfe  to  more 
efficacious  expedients,  that  (he  might  become,  without  refiftance,  the 
flave  of  France. 

For  this  purpofe  they  determined  to  fuccour  her  with  forces  rather 
than  with  iponey,  becaufe  many  reafons  might  be  pretended,  by 
which  the  march  of  the  forces  might  be  retarded  ;  but  the  money, 
my  Lords,  when  granted,  muft  have  been  more  fpeedily  remitted. 

At  laft  the  Queen,  weary  with  delays,  and  undoubtedly  fufficienttf ! 
informed  of  thofe  defigns,  which  are  now  however  generally  dif- 
covered,  confidently  denied,  defired  a  fupply  of  money,  which  might 
be  granted  without  leaving  Hanover  cxpofed  to  an  invafion-     With 

this 
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this  demand,  which  they  had  no  pretence  to  deoy,  they  have  yet  found 
ejq)edients  to  delay  their  compliance.  For  it  does  not  appear  that 
the  whole  fum  granted  has  yet  been  paid  ;  and  it  would  well  become 
tbofe  noble  Lords,  whofe  offices  give  them  an  opportunity  of  obferv-* 
iogthedifiribution  of  the  publick  money,  to  juftify  themielves  from 
Ae  fufpicions  of  the  nation,  by  declaring  openly  what  has  been  re« 
Biitted,  and  what  yet  remains  to  be  difburfed  for  fome  other  purpofe* 

Is  it  not  therefore  evident,  my  Lords,  that  by  promifing  affiftance 
to  this  unhappy  Princefs,  the  miniftry  intended  to  deceive  her  ? 
That  when  they  flattered  her  with  the  approach  of  auxiliary  forces, 
they  defigned  only  to  ftatton  them  where  they  might  garrifon  the 
frontiers  of  Hanover  ?  And  that  when  they  forced  her  to  fdicit  for 
pecunkry  aid,  they  delayed  the  payment  of  the  fubfidy,  that  it  might 
not  be  received  till  it  could  produce  no  effed  ? 

This,  my  Lords,  is  not  only  evident  from  the  manifeft  abfurdity  of 
Aeir  conduA  upon  any  other  fuppofition,  but  from  the  general 
icheme  which  has  always  been  purfiied  by  the  man  whofe  diflatorial 
ioftrudions  regulate  the  opinions  of  all  thofe  that  conftitute  the  mi- 
nfiry,  and  of  whom  it  is  well  known,  that  it  has  been  the  great  pur- 
pofe of  his  life  to  aggrandize  France,  by  applying  to  her  for  affiftance 
ia  imaginary  diftrefles  from  fiAitious  confederacies,  and  by  facrificing 
to  ber  in  return  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  the  commerce  of  Britain. 

How  then,  my  Lords,  can  it  be  aflerted  by  us,  that  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria  has  been  vigilantly  fupported  ?  How  can  we  approve  mea* 
fores  of  which  we  difcover  no  cSeSt  but  the  expence  of  the  nation  ? 
A  double  expence,  produced  firft  by  raifing  troops,  which  though 
granted  for  the  affiftance  of  the  Auftrians,  have  been  made  ufe  of 
only  for  the  protection  of  Hanover,  and  by  the  grant  of  money  in  the 
place  of  thefe  troops  which  were  thus  fallacioufly  obtained,  and  thus 
Improfitably  eonployed  I 

For  what  purpofe  thefe  forces  were  in  reality  raifed,  I  fuppofe  no 
sun  can  be  ignorant,  and  no  man  to  whom  it  is  known  can  poffibly 
approve  it.  How  then,  my  Lords,  can  we  concur  in  an  Addrefs 
by  which  the  people  muft  be  perfuaded,  that  we  either  are  deceived 
ourfelves,  or  endeavour  to  impofe  upon  them ;  that  we  either  dare 
,  Mc  condemn  any  meafures  however  deftruAive,  or  that  at  leaft  we  are 
I  m  faafie  to  approve  them,  left  enquiry  fiiould  difcover  their  tendency 
too  [dainly  to  leave  us  the  power  of  applauding  them,  without  an 

open 
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open  declaration  of  olir  own  impotence,  or  ilifregard  for  die  welfare 
of  the  publick. 

Tlie  complaints  of  the  people  are  already  clamorous,  and  their 
difcontent  open  and  univerfal ;  and  furely  the  voice  of  the  people 
ought  at  leaft  to  awake  us  to  an  examination  of  their  condition.  And 
though  we  fhould  not  immediately  condemn  thofe  whom  they  cenfure 
and  deteft,  as  the  authors  of  their  miferies,  we  ought  at  leaft  to  pay 
fo  much  regard  to  the  accufation  of  the  whole  community,  as  not  to 
rejed  it  without  enquiry,  as  a  fufplcion  merely  chimerical. 

Whether  thefe  complaints  and  fufpicions,  my  Lords,  proceed  from 
real  injuries  and  imminent  dangers,  or  from  falfe  accufations  and 
groundlefs  terrors,  they  equally  deferve  the  attention  of  this  Houfe, 
whofe  great  care  is  the  happinefs  of  the  people.  People  equally 
worthy  of  your  tcndernefs  and  regard,  whether  they  are  betrayed  by 
one  party  or  another ;  whether  they  are  plundered  by  the  advocates 
of  the  adminiftration,  under  pretence  of  fupporting  the  government, 
or  affrighted  with  unreafonable  clamours  by  the  opponents  of  the 
court,  under  the  fpecious  appearance  of  proteding  liberty.  The 
people,  my  Lords,  are  in  either  cafe  equally  miferable,  and  deferve 
equally  to  be  refcued  from  diflrefs. 

By  what  method,  my  Lords,  can  this  be  effeded,  but  by  fome 
publick  afli^rance  from  this  Houfe,  that  the  tranfac^ions  of  the  nation 
(hall  no  longer  be  concealed  in  impenetrable  fecrecy  ;  that  meafures 
fball  be  no  longer  approved  without  examination  ;  that  publick  evils 
(hall  be  traced  to  their  caufes ;  and  that  difgrace,  which  they  have 
hitherto  brought  upon  the  publick,  fhall  fall  for  the  future  only  upon 
the  authors  of  them. 

Of  giving  this  affurance,  and  of  quieting  by  it  the  clamours  of  the 
people ;  clamours  which,  whether  juft  or  not,  are  too  formidable  to  be 
flighted,  and  too  loud  not  to  be  heard,  we  have  now  the  moft  proper 
opportunity  before  us.  The  Addrefs  which  the  practice  of  our  an- 
ceftors  requires  us  to  make  to  his  Majefty,  may  give  us  occafion  of 
expreiSng  at  once  our  loyalty  to  the  Crown,  and  our  fidelity  to  oui 
country,  our  zeal  for  the  honour  of  our  Sovereign,  and  our  regard 
for  the  happinefs  of  the  people. 

For  this  purpofe  it  is  ncceffary  that,  as  we  preferve  tlie  pradiice  o4 
our  anceftors  in  one  refpeS,  we  revive  it  in  another;  that  we  imitate 
thofe  in  juft  freedom,  of  language  whom  we  follow  in  the  decent  forced! 
of  ceremony  -,   and  fhew>  that  as  we  preferve,  like  them,   a  dxxt 

fetif; 
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fenfe  ol  the  regal  dignity^  fo  like  them  we  Jknow  likewife  how  tp 
preferre  our  own,  and  defpife  flattery  on  one  fide,  as  we  decline 
nideae&  on  the  other. 

A  prance,  my  Lords,  has  prevailed  of  late*  which  ciannot  but  be 
allowed  pernicious  to  the  publick,  and  derogatory  from  the  honour  of 
this  Aflembly  ^  a  praSice  of  retaining  inoiir  Addrefs  the  words  of  the 
Speech,  and  of  following  it  fervilely  from  period  to  period,  as  if  it 
were  cxpeded  that  we  fhould  always  adopt  the  fentiments  of  the 
Court ;  as  if  we  were  not  fummoned  to  advife  but  to  approve,  and 
approve  without  examination. 

By  fuch  Addrefles,  my  Lords,  all  enquiries  may  be  eafily  pre* 
duded ;  for  the  minifler  by  whom  the  Speech  is  compiled,  may  eafily 
introduce  the  mofl  criminal  tranfadions  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that 
they  may  obtain  the  approbation  of  this  Houfe  ;  which  he  may  plead 
afterwards  at  our  bar,  when  he  fliall  be  called  before  it,  and  either  in« 
vdve  us  in  the  difgrace  of  inconfiftency,  and  expofe  us  to  general 
contempt,  or  be  acquitted  by  our  former  fuf&ages,  which  it  would 
be  reproachful  to  retraft,  and  yet  criminal  to.confirm* 

It  is  not  neceflary,  my  Lords,  on  this  occafion  to  obferve  what 
an  paitifis  have  long  fince  acknowledged,  when  it  did  not  promote 
dieir  intereft  to  deny  it,  that  every  Speech  from  the  Throne  is  to  be 
confidered  as  the  work  of  the  minifter,  becaufe  it  is  generally  written 
by  him ;  or  if  compofed  by  the  King  himfelf,  muft  be'drawn  up  in 
pQifoance  of  the  information  and  counfel  of  the  miniftry,  to  whom  it 
is  therefore  ultimately  to  be  referred,  and  may  confequently  be  exa- 
mined without  any  failure  of  refpeS  to  the  perfon  of  the  Prince* 

This  ought  however  to  be  obferved,  my  Lords,  that  it  may  appear 
more  plainly  how  certainly  this  practice  may  be  imputed  to  the  artifices 
of  minifters,  fince  it  does  not  promote  the  honour  of  the  Prinee,  and 
manifeftly  ohftruds  the  intereft  of  the  people ;  fince  it  is  a  pra^ice 
irrational  in  itfelf,  becaufe  it  is  inconfiffent  witii  the  great  purpofe  of 
this  Aflembly,  and  can  therefore  ferve  1^  other  purpofe  than  that  of 
procuring  indenuiity  to  the  minifters^  by  placing  them  out  of  the 
reach  of  fuluxe  animadverfion. 

Let  not,  my  Lords,  the  uninterrupt^  continuance  of  this  pra^ice 
for  fome  reigns  be  pleaded  in  its  defence,  for  nothing  is  more  worthy 
of  the  dignity  of  this  Houfe,  than  to  prevent  the  multiplication  of 
dangerous  precedents.  That  a  cuftom  manifeftly  injurious  to  the 
piUtc  has  continued  long,  is  the  ftrongeft  reafon  for  breaking  it,  be* 
Vol.  IL  £  caufe 
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taufe  it  acquires  every  year  new  authority  and  greater  veneration  s 
if  when  a  nation  is  alarmed  and  dtftra£l:ed,  a  cuftom  of  ttvtitty'ycars 
is  not  to  be  infringed,  it  may  in  twenty  years  more  be  (o  firmly 
eftabliflied,  that  many  may  think  it  neceffary  to  be  fupported,  even 
when  thofe  cahmities  are  inconteftably  felt,  which  perhaps  now  art 
only  feared. 

I  {hall  therefore,  my  Lords,  propoie,  that  of  the  Addrefs  moved! 
for  all  be  left  out  but  the  firft  paragraph  ;  it  will  then  be  more  con- 
fiftent  with  the  honour  of  your  Lordfliips,  with  6ur  regard  for  thi 
people,  and  with  our  duty  to  the  Crown,  and  hope  no  Lord  will  re* 
Tufe  his  concurrence. 

Lord  Hardwicke  rofe  next,  and  ipokie  to  the  following  effe£t  t->^ 
My  Lords,  upon  afi  attentive  confideration  of  the  Addrels  now  pro- 
pofed,  I  am  not  able  to  difcover  any  objedions  which  can  juftlj 
hinder  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  this  Afiembly,  fihce  there  is  not 
any  propofition  contained  in  it  either  dangerous  or  uncertain. 

The  noble  Lords  who  have  oppofed  this  motion  with  the  moft  ar* 
dent  vehemence,  are  very  far  from  denying  what  is  afierted  in  it  ^ 
they  readily  grant  that  defigns  are  concerted  by  many  formidable 
powers  againft  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  that  the  confequences  of 
the  ruin  of  that  family  muft  extend  to  the  utmoft  parts  of  Europe, 
^nd  endanger  the  liberties  of  Britain  itfelf  ^  diat  the  power  of  France 
Vill  th^n  be  without  a  rival,  and  that  {he  may  afterwards  gratify  her 
Ambition  without  fear  and  without  danger. 

Nor  is  It,  my  Lords,  Icfs  obvious  in  itfelf,  or  lefs  generally  al- 
lowed, that  this  is  a  time  which  demands  the  moft  adive  vigour,  the 
tnoft  invariable  unanimity,  and  the  moft  diligent  difpatch^  that 
nothing  can  interrupt  the  courfe  of  our  common. enemies  but  die 
Vifeft  counfels,  and  the  moft  refolute  oppofition ;  and  that  upon  otit 
condudat  thi^  great  conj  unsure  may  probably  depend  the  happinefr 
and  liberty  of  ourfelves,'dur  allies,  and  our  poftcrity. 

All  this,  my  Lords,  is  allowed  to  be  apparently  and  indi^utabljr 
true,  lam  Aereforc  at  alofs  to  conceive  what  can  be  the  occafioniof 
the  debate  in  which  fome  of  your  Lordftiips  have  engaged.  As  thfe 
cauies  of  the  calamities  which  are  faid  to  threaten  us  are  notaffigned 
in  the  Addrefs,  we  Ihall  leave  ourfelves  at  full  liberty  to  charge  tibem 
upon  diofe  who  ihall  appear  from  future  enquiries  to  defer ve  fo  heavjr 
an  accu£ition. 

if 
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U  the  minifters  of  the  coiyrt  have  by  any  inconftancy  in  their 
neafurcs,  or  foHy  in  their  negotiatbns,  given  an  opportunity  to  chr 
CDemiea  of  Eyrope  to  extend  their  inftucoce,  or  endaogerad  either 
oar  own  iatereft,  orthat  of  our  alUea;  if  they  have  hy  opprefioa 
orp^ig^nce  alienated  from  his  Mayefty  the  affisftionf  of  his  peoples 
or  the  Gonfidenee  of  his  confederates,  nothing  that  is  contained  ia 
the  Addreft  now  before  us  can  be  produced  by  them  in  jaftificatioa 
of  their  conduS,  or  fecure  them  from  acc|i(ation»  cen(ure»  and 
poniflMneoc* 

If  the  war,  my  Lords,  has  been  hitherto  carried  on  with  cbndeftine 
lipslations^  or  treacherous  compafis ;  if  our  admirals  have  received 
Olden  to  retire  from  the'coaft  of  Spain,  only  to  give  our  enemies  an 
oppoftimity  of  iavading  the  dominions  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary, 
•r  hare  without  direffiops  defcrted  their  ftations,  and  abandoned  the 
proteAion  of  our  commerce  and  our  colonies ;  v?e  fliall,  notwitfe4 
flioding  this^  Addrds,  retain  in  our  bands  the  privilege  of  enquiring 
hao  their  condud,  and  the  power,  if  it  he  found  criminalt  of  infli&«» 
iag  fuch  penalties  as  juftice  ihall  require. 

I  know  not  therefore,  my  Lords,  upon  what  motives  the  debate  is 
coBtimied,  nor  what  obje^ons  they  arc  which  hinder  our  unanimityi 
at  a  time  when  all  petty  controverfies  ought  to  be  forgot,  and.  all 
nominal  diftinAions  laid  afide ;  at  a  time  when  general  danger  a^y 
juily  daim  general  attention^  and  we  ought  to  fufpend  the  aflertion 
of  oar  particular  cpiniop^i  and  the  profecutipn  of  our  ieparate  inte- 
lefts,  and  regard  only  the  oppofition  of  France,  the  fupport  of  our 
aDies,  and  the  prefervacion  of  our  country. 

The  noble  Lords  who  have  offered  their  fentiments  on  this  occa- 
Sen,  have  very  dafifuTely  expatiated  on  the  miferies  that  impend  over 
V,  and  have  fliewn  uncommon  dexterity  and  acute nefs.  in  tracing 
Asm  all  tp  one  fource,  the  weakneft  ^or.  diihonefty  of  die  BritiA 
miaiftry. 

For  my  part,  my  Lords,  though  perhaps  I  believe  that  many  cir-* 
tmftaoces  of  the  prefent  diftrefs  are  to  be  imputed  t(\  accidents 
yAiidk  couM  not  be  forefeen,  and  that  die  conduit  of  the  miniffry* 
Wevcr  fometimea  difrppoxnted  of  the  effisds  intended  by  it,  was 
pt  prudent  and  fincere,  I  ihaU  at  pceli^it  forbear  to  engage  in  theie 
^feice^  bfcairff  the  difcuffion  of  a  quefeon  fojcomplicated  muftnecefia«» 
%  Wfia  owcb timet  tndWavfe  I  think u  not  fo  ufeful  to  enquire 

£  %  how 
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bow  we  were  involved  in  our  prelent  difficulties,  ts  by  what  means 
we  may  be  extricated  from  them. 

'  The  method  by  which  weak  ftates  are  made  ftrong,  and  by  which 
thok  that  are  already  powerful,  are  enabled  to  exert  their  ftrength 
with  efficacy  is  the  promotion  of  union,  and  the  abolition  of  all  fu£- 
f>icion5  by  which  the  people  may  be  incited  to  a  diftrufl  of  their  So« 
vereign,  or  the  Sovereign  provoked  to  a  difregard  of  his  people. 
With  this  view,  my  Lords,  all  Addrefies  ought  to  be  drawn  up,  and 
this  confideration  will  be  iufficient  to  refirain  us  from  any  innova* 
tions  at  a  lime  like  this. 

If  it  ihould  be  granted,  my  Lords,  that  the  ancient  method  were 
better  adapted  to  the  general  intention  of  Addrefles,  more  corre- 
fpondent  to  the  dignity  of  this  Houfe,  and  liable  to  fewer  inconve- 
niencies  than  that  which  later  times  have  introduced,  yet  it  will  not 
follow  that  we  can  now  (afety  change  it. 

Nothing  in  the  whole  doSrine  of  politics  is  better  known,  than 
that  there  are  times  when  the  redrefs  of  grievances  inveterate  and 
cuftomary  is  not  to  be  attempted ;  times  when  the  utmoft  care  is 
barely  fufficient  to  avert  extreme  calamities,  and  prevent  a  total  dif- 
folution  I  and  in  which  the  confideration  of  lighter  evils  muft  not 
be  fufiered  to  interrupt  more  important  counfels,  or  divert  that  at- 
tention which  the  prefervation  of  the  ftate  neceflarily  demands. 

Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  prefent  time,  even  by  the  confeffion  of  thofe 
who  have  oppofed  the  motion,  and  of  whom  therefore  it  tnay  be 
reafonably  demanded,  Why  they  wafte  thefe  important  hours  in 
debates  upon  forms  and  words  i 

For  that  only  forms  and  words  have  produced  the  debate,  muft 
be  apparent,  even  to  themfelves,  when  the  fervour  of  controverfy 
fliall  have  flackened ;  when  that  vehemence,  with  which  the  moft 
moderate  are  fometimes  tranfported,  and  that  acrimony,  which  can- 
dour itfelf  cannot  always  forbear,  (hall  give  way  to  reflexion  and  to 
reafon.  That  the  danger  is  preffing,  and  that  preffing  dangers  re- 
quire expedition  and  unanimity,  they  willingly  grant;  and  what 
more  is  aflerted  in* the  Addrefs  i 

That  any  Lord  Ihould  be  unwilling  to  concur  in  the  cuftomary 
expreffions  of  thankfulnefs  and  duty  to  his  Majefty,  or  in  acknow- 
ledgments of  that  regard  for  this  Afiembly  with  which  he  aflcs  our 
affiftance  and  advice^  I  am  unwilling  tofufpefti  nor  can  I  imagine  ' 
that  any  part  of  the  oppofition  to  this  propolal  can  be  produced  by  : 

unwil- 
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unwillingnefs  to  comply  with  his  Majefty'sjetnands,  and  to  promife 
that  advice  and  affifttnce,  which  it  is  our  duty,  both  to  our  Sovc « 
reign,  our  country,  and  ourfelvcs,  to  offer. 

That  tbofe,  my  Lords,  who  have  expreiled  in  terms  fo  full  of  in* 
dignatton  their  refentmcAt  of  the  imagimeiry  neglefi  of  the  Queen 
of  Hungary^s  intereft,  have  declared  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  the  •nly 
bulwark  of  Europe,  and  expreflfed  their  dread  of  the  encroachments 
of  France  with  emotions  which  nothing  but  real  paiSon  can  produce, 
Ihould  be  unwilUng  to  aflert  their  refolution  of  adhering  to  the 
Pragmatic  San£iion,  and  of  defending  the  liberties  of  the  eminre^ 
cannot  be  fuppofed. 

And  yet,  my  Lords,  what  other  realbns  of  their  conduS  can  be 
affigned  either  by  the  emperor,  or  the  people,  or  the  aUies  of  Bri<* 
taiA ;  tfaofe  allies  whofe  ckum  they  fo  warmly  aflert,  and  whofe  ne^ 
rits  they  fo  loudly  esctol  i  Will  it  not  be  imagined  in  foreign  courts, 
that  the  meafures  now  recommended  by  the  emperor,  are  thought 
not  confiftent  with  the  intereft  of  the  nttidn  ?  Will  it  not  be  readily 
believed,  that  we  propofe  to  abandon  thoTe  defigns  of  which  we 
cannot  be  perfuaded  to  declare  our  approbation  i 

What  will  be  the  confequence  of  fuch  an  opinion  artfully  propa- 
gated by  France,  and  confirmed  by  appearances  fo  likely  to  deceiv<^ 
may  eafily  be  foreieen,  and  £ifiely  predided.  The  French  will  pro^ 
fecuce  their  ichemes  with  frefh  ardour,  when  they  dfead  no  longer 
any  interruption  from  the  only  nation  able  to  refift  them ;  and  it  is 
well  known,  my  Lofds,  how  <^n  confidence,  by  eaeeiting  courage, 
produces  fucceft. 

Nor  indeed  can  the  fuccefs  of  their  endeavours,  thus  animated  and 
quickened,  be  eafily  doubted,  fince  the  fame  appearances  that  en* 
ooun^  them  will  intimidate  their  enemies.  Our  allies  will  then 
think  no  longer  of  union  againft  the  general  enemy ;  diey  muft 
imagine  their  united  force  infufficient,  and  the  only  emulation 
amoogft  diem  will  quickly  be,  which  ihall  firft  offer  his  liberty  to 
faie,  who  (hall  firft  pay  his  court  to  the  mafters  of  liie  world,  and 
merit  mercy  by  a  fpeedy  fubmiffion. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  will  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  that  Houfe  fo  faith- 
fid  to  Britain,  and  h  fteady  in  its  oppofition  to  the  defigns  of  tfale 
French  ambitimi,  be  finally  funk  in  irrecoverable  ruin,  by  thofe  who 
appear  to  pleaft  themfelves  loHth  declamations  in  its  praife,  and  refo- 
lutions  for  its  deftnce  i  and  who  never  ipeak  of  the  French  without 

fagt  and  deleftation« 

E3  If 
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.  If  on  thii  occiifion,  |iy  Loids^i  ve  Ihould  give  any  fufpicion  of 
UDufual  <Ufcontent»  what  could  be  concluded  but  that  we  are  un- 
willing any  longer  to  embarrafs  our&lves  with  remote  confiderations, 
to  load  this  natimi  with  taxes  for  the  prefenration  of  the  rights  of 
other  Sovereigns,  and  to  bastard  armies  in  the  defence  of  the  conti- 
nent i  What  caii  our  allies  think,  but  that  we  are  at  prefent  weary 
^  the  burthenfixne  and  eacpenfive  honour  of  holding  the  balance  of 
power  in  our  hands,  are  content  to  rellgn  the  unquiet  province  of 
fh(e  arbiters,  of  Europe,  and  propofe  to  confine  our  care  hencefor* 
ynrd  to  our  jnuaedi^te  inlereft,  and  (but  up  ourfelves  in  cwr  own 
ifland  f 

'  That  ibis  is  the  #tel  defigd  of  Siny  of  thofe  noble  Lords  who  have 
oppofed  the  moli(m,  I  do  not  intend  to  infinyate ;  for  I  doubt  not 
bttt  tlmy  believe  the  general  intereft  both  of  this  nation  and  its  alUes» 
jnoft  likely  M  bje  promoted  by  the  method  of  Addrafs  whicii  diey 
recomtoieiid,  fiace  they  declare  that  they  do  not  think  .our  ftate  def* 
fer«te^  alid  opofc^  the  io^rtSMice  of  the  aflairs  on  which  we  ai« 
fequined  by  his  M^^y  to  deliberate,  to  be  fuch,  that  nothing  ought 
to  reprefs  our  endeai^oiurs  b«t  impoflibility  of  fuccefs. 
.  Such  is  the  knowiedgfs  and  ex|iei4ence  of  thofe  noble  Lords,  Aat 
|he  hopes  which  I  bad  fermed  of  feeing  the  deftr^i^ive  Mempts  of 
the  French  oncKs  more  defeated,  anjl  power  reftored  4gain  to  that 
•equipoife  which  is  neceftry  to  Ac  continnance  of  tranqwUity  and 
jhappinefsi,  have  leeeived  new  ^ngtfa  fcom  their  cMcurrenee,  aii4 
J  (hall  now  bear  with  left  folicitude  the  threats  of  Fraiice» 

That  the  French,  my  Lords,  are  not  invincible,,  the  noble  Puke 
<who  ^ke  laft  bss  often  experknced ;  nor  is  there  any  reafeo  for 
imagining  that  they  are  now  more  formidable  than  when  we  en*, 
coanfered  them  in  the  fields  iif  Blenheim  and  RamilUes.  Nothifls 
is  requifite  but  a  firm  4inion  -among  thofe  princes  who  are  knmodi- 
-ately  in  danger  fMn  their  encroachments^  to  reduce  them  to  witb* 
draw  their  forces  from  the  countries  of  their  neighbours,  and  quil^ 
.for  the  defenae  of  their  own  territories,  their  fchemes  of  heftowing 
empires,  and  dividing  dominions. 

That  fech  an  union  is  now  cultivated,  we  kave  been  inforafied  by 
rbis  Majefiy,  wbofe  endeavours  will  jsrobably  be  fiicceftfiil,  howevor 
.  Aey  may  at  firft  be  thwarted  and  obftruAed ;  becanfe  Ae  near  ap- 
.{iroacb  of  danger  will  roufe  thofe  ^hom  avarice  has  ihipified,  or 
.  iwgUgeMo  intD^ted  i  :tbis  inith  Md  JMfen  liriU  ^k^ 
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more  powerful^  iuid  fopbiftry  aod  artifice  be  in  time  certainly  de- 
te«9ed. 

Wben  tberefore,  my  Lords,  we  are  engaged  in  confultations 
whicb  may  afFe&  the  liberties  of  a  great  part  of  mankind,  and  by 
which  our  pofterity  to  many  ages  may  be  made  happy  or  miferable  ^ 
wben  the  daily  progrefs  of  the  enemies  of  juftice  and  of  freedoni 
ought  to  awaken  us  to  vigilance  and  expedition,  and  there  are  yet 
juft  hopes  that  diligence  and  firmncfs  may  preferve  us  from  ruin, 
let  us  not  wafte  our  time  in  unneceflary  debates,  and  keep  the  na- 
tions of  Europe  in  fufpence  by  the  difcuffion  of  a  queftion,  the  deci- 
iion  of  which  may  be  delayed  for  years,  without  any  manifeft  in- 
convcBience*  Let  us  not  embarrafs  his  Majefty  by  an  unufual  form 
of  Addrefs,  at  a  time  when  he  is  negotiating  alliances,  and  forming 
{dans  for  the  refcue  of  the  empire. 

Nothing,  my  Lords,  is  more  remote  from  the  real  end  of  Ad- 
diefies,  than  a  reprefentation  of  them  as  made  only  to  the  minifter ;  for 
if  there  be  any  commerce  between  a  prince  and  his  fubje£b,  in 
which  he  is  the  immediate  agent,  if  his  perfonal  dignity  be  inte- 
refted  in  any  z£t  of  government,  I  think  it  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  in 
receiving  the  Addrefles  of  the  two  Houfes,  he  aflumes  a  peculiar  and 
diftind  cbarader,  which  cannot  be  confounded  with  his  counfel  or 
ininiftry. 

The  Duke  of  Aroylb  rofe  again,  and  (poke  to  this  effect : 
—  My  Lords,  if  there  was  now  any  conteft  amongft  us  for 
fupcriority  of  regard  to  his  Majefty,  of  zeal  for  his  honour,  or  re- 
verence of  bis  perfon,  I  ihould  not  doubt  of  proving  that  no  Lord  in 
this  Houfe  can  boaft  of  more  ardour,  fidelity,  or  rtfye&  than  my- 
iclf }  and  if  the  chief  queftion  Aow  amongft  us  related  to  the  terms 
in  ndiidi  he  d^erves  to  be  addreiTed  by  us,  I  (hould  be  unwilling 
dut  any  man  ihould  propofe  language  niore  fubmiifive  and  reve« 
Knd,  or  more  forcible  and  comprehenfive  than  myfelf. 

But  Addrefles,  however  they  may  for  prefect  purpofes  be  repre- 
fented  as  regarding  the  perfonal  charader  of  the  King,  are  in  reality 
nothing  more  than  replies  tp  a  fpeecb  compofed  by  the  minifter, 
whoie  meafures,  if  we  fhould  appear  to  conimend,  our  panegyric 
may,  in  fome  future  proceeding,  be  cited  ag^unft  us.  Every  Addrefs 
therefore  ought  to  be  confidered  as  a  public  record,  and  to  be  drawn 
¥h  ^  ipform  the  i^on^  not  to  millead  gur  Sovereign, 


,*!"'■ 
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The  Addrcfs  now  propofed,  is  indeed  equally  indefehfible  to  whom- 
foevcr  it  may  be  fuppofed  to  relate.  If  it  rcfpeas  the  people,  it  can 
only  drive  them  to  defpair;  if  it  be  confined  to  the  Sovereign;  our 
advice,  not  our  panegyric,  is  now  required,  and  Europe  is  to  be 
prcfcrved  from  ruin,  not  by  our  eloquence,  but  our  fincerity.  Re- 
fpe&  to  his  Majefty,  my  Lords,  will  be  beft  (hewn  by  prefer ving  his 
influence  in  other  nations,  an^  his  authority  in  his  own  empire. 
This  can  only  be  done  by  (hewing  him  ^ow  the  one  has  been  im- 
paired, and  how  the  other  may  be  in  time  endangered. 

By  Addrefles  like  this  which  is  now  propofed,  my  Lords,  has  his 
Majefty  been  betrayed  into  an  inadvertent  approbation  of  meafures 
pernicious  to  the  nation,  and  difhonourable  to  himfelf,  and  will  now 
be  kept  ignorant  of  the  defpicable  condu(^of  the  war,  the  treacherous 
connivance  »t  the  defcent  of  the  Spaniards  upon  the  dominions  of 
the  Queen  of  Hungary,  and  the  contempt  with  which  every  nation 
of  the  continent  has  heard  of  the  neutrality  lately  concluded.  By 
Addrefles  like  this,  my  LordS)  have  the  rights  of  the  nation  been 
filently  given  up,  and  the  invaders  of  liberty,  and  violators  of  our 
laws  preferved  from  profecution ;  by  fuch  Addrefles  have  our  Mo- 
narchs  been  ruined  at  one  time,  and  our  country  enflaved  at 
another. 

Lord  HARRiNGToif  fpoke  next,  in  the  following  manner:  My 
Lords,  it  is  necefTary  to  explain  that  treaty  of  neutrality  which  has 
been  mentioned  by  fome  Lords  as  an  a£i:  to  the  laft  degree  (hame- 
ful,  an  aS  by  which  the  nation  has  been  difbonoured,  and  the  gene- 
ral liberties  of  Europe  have  been  betrayed  j  a  reprefentation  fo  dif-  , 
tant  from  the  truth,  that  it  can  only  be  imputed  to  want  of  infor- 
mation. 

This  treaty  of  neutrality,  my  Lords,  is  fo  far  from  being  rejproach- 
ful  to  this  nation,  that  it  has  no  relation  to  it,  being  made  by  his 
Majefty  not  in  the  chara£ler  of  Emperor  of  Britain,  but  EleAor  of 
Hanover ;  nor  is  any  thing  ftipulated  by  it  but  fecurity  of  the  domi- 
nions of  Han«ver,  from  the  invafion  of  the  French  for  a  (ingle  year. 

What  part  of  this  tranfa£tion,  my  Lords,  can  be  fuppofed  to  fall 
under  the  cognizance  of  this  Aficmbly  ?  Or  witlv  what  propriety  can 
it  be  mentioned  in  our  debates,  or  produce  an  argument  on  either 
fide  ?  That  the  dominions  of  Britain  and  Hanover  are  diftin£t  and 
independent  on  each  other,  has  often  been  aflerted,  and  aflerted  with 
truth  i  and  I  hope  thofe  who  lb  ftudioufly  feparate  their  intereft  on 
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all  other  occafions,  will  not  now  unite  them  only  to  refied  mall- 
cioully  on  the  condudl  of  his  Majefty. 

I  do  not  indeed  charge  any  Lord  with  a  defign  fo  malignant  and 
unjuft  'y  having  already  aflerted  it  as  my  opinion,  that  the&  reproaches 
were  produced  only  by  ignorance  of  the  true  ftate  of  the  affair,  but 
cannot  with  equal  xeadinefs  allow  that  ignorance  to  be  wholly 
blamelefs. 

It  is  ncceflary,  my  Lords,  in  common  life,  to  every  man  who 
would  avoid  contempt  and  ridicule,  to  refrain  from  fpeaking,  at  leaft 
from  fpeaking  with  confidence,  on  fubjedts  with  which  he  has  not 
made  himfelf  fuf&ciently  acquainted.  This  caution,  my  Lords,  is 
more  necefiary  when  his  dilcourfe  tends  to  the  accufation  or  reproach 
of  another,  becaufe  he  can  then  only  efcape  contempt  him&lf  by 
bringing  it,  perhaps  unjuftly,  on  him  whom  he  condemns..  It  is 
more  necefiary,  ftill  to  him  who  fpeaks  in  the  public  council  of  the 
nation,  and  who  may  by  falfe  refle£lions  injure  the  public  intereft, 
and  is  yet  more  indifpenfably  required  in  him  who  aflUmes  the  pro- 
vince of  examining  the  condu£l  of  his  Sovereign. 

Lord  Is  LAY  fpoke  in  fubftance  as  follows :  My  Lords,  it  appears 
that  all  thofe  who  have  fpoke  on  either  fide  of  the  prefent  queftion, 
however  ^ey  may  generally  difFer  in  their  opinions,  agree  at  leaft  in 
one  afiertion,  that  the  time  which  is  fpent  in  this  debate  might  be 
hr  more  ufually  employed,  and  that  we  in  fome  degree  defert  the 
great  caufe  of  liberty,  by  giving  way  to  trifling  altercations. 

This  indeed  is  an  argument  of  equal  force  for  a  conceilion  on 
cither  fide  i  but  as  in  affairs  of  fuch  importance,  no  man  ought  to 
ad  in  a  manner  contrary  to  the  convidlions  of  his  own  reafon,  it 
cannot  be  expeAed  that  we  fhould  be  unanimous  in  our  opinion,  or 
diat  the  difpute  (hould  be  determined  otherwife  than  by  the  vote. 

I  have  indeed  heard  no  arguments  againft  the  motion,  which  re* 
quire  long  confideration ;  for  little  of  what  has  been  urged,  has  in 
my  opinion  been  very  nearly  connected  with  the  queflion  before  us, 
which  is  not  whether  the  minifters  have  purfued  or  negleded  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  nation,  whether  the  laws  have  been  violated  or  ob- 
ferved,  the  war  timqroufly  or  magnanimoufly  conduced,  or  our  ne- 
gotiations managed  with  dexterity  or  weaknefs,  but  whether  wc 
fball  oiFer  to  his  Majefty  the  Addrefs  propofed. 

In  this  Addrefs,  my  Lords,  it  has  never  yet  been  proved  that  any 
aftrtions  are  contained  either  ialfe,  or  uncertain  in  themfelves,  or 

contmry 
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coatrary  to  the  dignity  of  diis  Af&mUjf  ibBit  ^j  aA  of  cpwardice 
or  treachery^  any  crime,  or  any  error  wiU  be  fbcured  by  it  from  de- 
ledioo  and  from  puniihment. 

That  tbi$»  my  Lords,  may  appear  more  plainly,!  move  that  the 
motion  may  he  read  f  nor  do  I  doubt  but  that  the  queftion  will,  by 
a  clofer  examination,  be  fpeedily  decided. 

[The  motion  being  again  read,  in  order  to  put  the  queftion,] 

Lctr^  BATHVB.ST  fpoke  to  the  eScA  following :  My  Lords,  I 
Jmow  not  why  the  noble  Lord  (hould  exped,  that  by  reading  the  mo* 
liooya  more  fpeedy  determination  of  the  queftion  would  be  produced  ; 
(oar  if  the  repeated  confideration  of  it  operates  upon  the  minds  of  the 
Ijords  that  have  oppofed  it,  in  the  fame  manner  as  upon  mine,  it 
will. only, confirm  their  opinion,  and  ftrengthen  their  refolution. 

We  are  required,  my  Lords,  to  join  in  an  Addrefs  of  thanks  to 
liss  Majefty  for  his  endeavours  to  maintain  the  balance  of  power ;  in 
an  Addrefs,  that  implies  a  falfhood  open  and  indjfputablc,  and  which 
will  therefore  only  make  us  contemptible  to  our  fellow-fubje£b^  our 
allies,  and  our  enemies. 

What  is  meant,  my  Lords,  by  the  balance  of  power,  but  fucb  a 
diftribution  of  dominion,  as  may  keep  the  fovereign  powers  in  mu- 
tual dread  of  each  other,  and  by  confequence  preferve  peace  ;  fuch 
am  equality  of  ftrength  between  one  prince,  or  one  confederacy  and 
another,  that  the  hazard  of  war  (hall  be  nearly  equal  on  each  fide  i 
3ut  which  of  your  Lordlhips  will  aftirm,  that  this  is  now  the  ftatc 
of  Europe  i 

It  is  evident,  my  Lords,  that  the  French  are  far  from  imagining 
^t  there  is  now  any  power  which  can  be  put  in  the  balance  againft 
their  own,  and  therefore  diftribute  kingdoms  by  caprice,  and  exalt 
Emperors  upon  their  own  terms* 

It  is  evident,  that  the  continuance  of  the  balance  of  power  is  not 
now  to  be  perceived  by  its  natural  confequences,  tranquillity  and 
liberty;  the  whole  continent  is  now  in  confufton,  laid  wafte  by  the 
ravages  of  armies,  fubjed  to.orie  fovereign  to-day,  and  to-morrow 
to  another :  there  is  fcarcely  any  place  where  the  calaoucies  of  war 
are  not  felt  or  expefted,  and  where  {^-operty  by  consequence  is  not 
uncertain,  and  life  itfelf  in  continual  danger. 

One  happy  corner  of  the  world  indeed  is  to  be  found,  my  Lords^ 
lecured  from  rapine  and  mafiacre,  for  o^e  year  at  leaft,  by  a  well- 
.timed  neutrality,  Qf  whitb>  on  what  (e(ms  it  was  Qb^ained,  I  wonU 
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ijbdy  hear^  and  whecher  it  was.purciia&d  at  the  txfcac^  of  the 
JioDOiir  of  Briti^,  thouglii  the  *  advantages  of  it  a];e.coafined  to 
Hanover. 

.  But  as  I  am  not  of  qfunioB,  my  Lords,  that  the  balance  of  power 
IS  prelerved  bj  the  lecurity  jof  Haaover  -,  or.  that  ijbpfe  terxUorieSp 
Jkowever  important,  will  be  able  tp  furniih  forces  equivalent  to  the 
power  of  France,  J  cannot  agif  e  to  promife  in  an  iUldrefs  of  this 
Honfe  to  affift  His  Aiajeftjr  in  maintaining  the  badance  of  power, 
ihoiigh  I  ihall  chcarfully  give  my  ^9incurreoce  in  every  juft  and 
wgorous  cfibrt  to  rifigre  it. 

But  as  it  may  be  urged,  that  any  dired  expreffions  of  dilcontent 
jsay  be  too  wide  a  deviation  from  the  common  forms,  which  for  a 
loog  time  have  admitted  nothii^g  but  iubmiffion  and  adulation,  I  ihall 
poly  venture  to  pnipofe,  that  we  may  at  leaft  coiUradt  our  Addreis, 
that  if  we  do  not  iin  plain  langM^  declare  all  our  fentimeots,  we 
may  however  affirm  nothing  diat  we  do  not  think  ^  .and  I  am  confix* 
ilent,  that  all  the  praifes  which  can  be  juftly  beftowed  on  the  late 
meafures,  may  be  cooqynacd  in  a  very  few  words* 

It  has  been  infinuated,  that  this  change  of  our  ftile  may  perhaps 
fiisprize  His  Majcfty,  and  raife  in  him  fome  iu^icions  of  difcontent 
«od  difapprobation  ;  that  it  may  feline  him  to  believe  his  meafures, 
either  not  underfiood  by  us,  or  not  applauded,  and  divert  him  from 
hii  prefent  fchemes  by  the  nec^Bby  of  an  enquiry  into  the  reaibns  of 
«iir  diflike. 

And  for  what  other  purpofe,  my  Lords,  fhould  fuch  a  ch^ge  of 
our  llile  be  propofed  ?  Why  Ihould  we  deny  on  this  occafion  the 
^comiaftic  lai^uage  which  has  beea  of  late  fo  profuiely  bellowed, 
■but  to  Ihew  that  we  think  this  time  too  dangerous  for  flattery,  and 
itut  raeafiures  now  puriued  fuch  as  none  but  the  moft  abjed  flatterers 
can  commend? 

I  IbooM  hqpe,  that  if  it  be  aflced  bys  His  Majefty  to  what  caule 
it  is  to  be  imputed,  that  the  Addrefs  of  this  Houie  is  (b  much  coo- 
CiaAed,  there  would  be  found  Ibme  amongft  us  honeft  enough  to 
Jiiwer,  that  all  which  can  be  (aid  with  truth  is  contained  in  it,  and 
that  flattery  and  faUbood  were  not  confiftent  with  the  dignity  of  the 
Lords  of  Britain. 

I  hope,  wfff  Lords,  fome  one  aqpioqgft  us  would  explain  to  His 
Jfajcftytbe  dectticy  as  well  as  the  integrity  of  our  conduct,  p^nA  in- 
-tuBKk  him  that  «o  b^re  hiAMd  our  difcontent  io  the  moft  reipe£lfvl 
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manner;  and  where  there  was  fufEcient  room  for  the  loudeftcenfurc^ 
have  ftdsfied  ourfdves  with  modeft  filence,  with  a  mere  negation  of 
applaufe. 

Should  we,  my  Lords,  in  oppofition  to  the  complaints  of  our 
countrymen,  to  the  repreientations  of  our  allies,  and  all  the  convic- 
tion  which  our  reafon  can  admit,  or  our  fenfes  produce,  continue  td 
a<5l  this  farce  of  approbation,  what  can  His  Majefty  conceive,  btit 
that  thole  meafures  which  we  applaud,  ought  to  be  profccuted  as  the 
moft  efiedual  and  fafe  ?  And  what  confequence  but  total  ruin  can 
arife  fr'om  the  profecution  of  meafures  by  which  we  are  already  re- 
duced  to  penury  and  contempt  i 

Lord  CHOLMONDEtBY  fpoke  next. to  the  following  purpofc  :— 
My  Lords,  It  is  never  without  grief  and  wonder  that  I  hear  any 
fufpicion  infinuated  of  injuftice  or  impropriety  in  His  Majefty's  mea« 
fures,  of  wbofe  wifdom  and  goodnefs  I  have  fo  much  knowledge,  as 
to  affirm  with  the  utmoft  confidence,  that  he  rs  better  acquainted 
than  any  Lord  in  this  AflemUy  with  the  prefent  ftate  of  Europe ;  f<> 
that  he  is  more  able  to  judge  by  what  methods  tranquillity  may  be 
re-^eftabliibed ;  and  that  he  purfues  the  beft  methods  with  the  utmoft 
purity  of  intention^  and  the  moft  inceflant  diligence  and  application. 

That  the  jufteft  intentions  may  be  fometimes  defeated,  and  the 
wifeft  endeavours  fail  of  fuccefs,  I  (hall  readily  grant;  but  it  Will  not 
follow,  that  we  ought  not  to  acknowledge  that  wifibm  and  integrity 
which  is  exerted  in  the  profecution  of  our  intcreft,  or  that  we  ought 
not  to  be  grateful  for  the  benefits  which  were  fincerely  intended, 
though  not  adually  received. 

The  wifdom  of  His  Majefty's  counfels,  my  Lords,  is  not  fuffici* 
ently  admired,  becaufe  the  difficulties  which  he  has  to  encounter  are 
not  known,  or  not  obferved.  Upon  His  Majefty,  my  Lords,  lies 
the  ta(k  of  teaching  the  powers  of  the  continent  to  prefer  their  real 
to  their  feeming  intereft,  and  to  difregard  for  the  fake  of  diftant  hap- 
pinefs)  immediate  acquifitions  and  certain  advantages.  His  Majefty 
is  endeavouring  to  unite  in  the  fupport  of  die  Pragmatic  Sanation 
thofe  powers  whofe  dominions  will  be  enlarged  by  the  violatton  of  it, 
and  whom  France  bribes  to  her  intereft  with  the  fpoils  of  Auftria  | 
and  who  can  wonder  that  fuccefs  is  not  eafy  in  attempts  like  this  i 

In  fuch  meafures  we  ought  doubtiefi  to  endeavour  to  animate  bia 
Majefty,  by  an  Addreft  at  leaft  not  lefs  expreffive  of  duty  and  reipeft 
than  thofe  which  be  has  been  accuftocned  to  receive  i  and  dieiefoie 
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I  Hull  concur  with  the  noble  Lords  who  made  aAd  fupported  the 
modoo. 

[The  QueftioDS,  on  a  divlfion,  pafled  in  the  affirmativcy  Con- 
Itfit  88*    Not  Content  43. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMON  S. 

December  89  1741* 
DEBATE    ON    THE    ADDRESS* 

The  Commons  who  attended  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords^  having  heard  his 
Majeflfs  Speech  to  both  Houfes^  returned  to  their  own  Houfcy  where 
a  copy  ef  it  being  this  day  read  to  them  by  the  Speaker^  Mr.  H.  A. 
Herbert  moved  for  an  Addrefs^  in  words  to  this  effeSl : 

Sis,  To  addrefs  the  throne  on  the  prefent  occafion,  is  a  cuftooi 
which,  as  it  is  founded  on  reafon  and  decency,  has  always  been  ob* 
fcrred  by  the  Commons  of  Britain  ;  nor  do  I  fufped  this  Houfe  oi 
any  intention  to  omit  thofe  forms  of  refped  to  his  Majefty,  which 
our  anceftors  always  preferved  even  under  princes  whofe  conduA  and 
defigns  gave  them  no  claim  to  reverence  or  gratitude* 

To  continue  therefore,  Sir,  a  pradice  which  the  nature  of  govern* 
ment  itfelf  makes  neceilary,  and  which  cannot  but  be  acknowledged 
to  be  in  a  peculiar  degree,  proper  under  a  prince  whofe  perfonaf  vir-« 
tues  are  fo  generally  known,  I  hope  for  the  indulgence  of  this  Houfe 
in  die  liberty  which  I  fball  take  of  propofing  an  Addrefs  to  this 
effcd: 

That  we  (hould  beg  leave  to  congratulate  his  Majefty,  upon  his 
&fe  and  happy  return  to  thefe  his  kingdoms,  and  to  return  our  fincere 
Aanks  for  his  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne ;  and  afiiire  him 
at  the  lame  time,  that  with  hearts  full  of  duty  and  gratitude,  we 
<!^imot  but  acknowledge  his  Majefty*s  regard  and  attention  to  the 
kooour  and  intereft  of  this  nation. 

To  obferve  that  the  great  and  impending  dangers  diat  threaten 
Scrape,  under'  the  prefent  critical  and  perplexed  fituau'on  of  afiairs, 
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ktfe  been  repreftnted  by  lii»  M^eAy  to  his  Parliament^  Ibr  their  ad* 
Tice  and  affiftance,  with  fuch  paternal  concern,  and  fucb  afiefiion  t9 
hii  peopie,  fucb  confidence  in  his  faithful  Commons,  and  fuch  anxiety 
for  the  general  good  of  Europe,  as  cannot  fiiil  to  excite  in  ua  a  diM 
fenfe  of  his  Majefty's  goodnefs  and  condefcenfion ;  and  therefore  to 
aflure  his  Majefty,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  that  this  Hoafe  will,  as 
often  as  theie  momentons  afitirs  (Ml  come  wider  our  confideration^ 
give  his  Majefty  fuch  advice,  as  becomes  dutiful  and  faithful  fubjeAs;, 
and  fuch  affiftance  and  fupport,  as  (hall  be  moft  conducive  to  the 
bonour  and  true  intereft  of  bis  crown  and  kingdoms. 

That  we  thank  his  Majf  fty  for  his  royal  care  in  profecuting  the 
war  with  Spaing  and  that  in  order  to  anfwef  thefe  neceflary  purpofes^ 
we  will  grant  fuch  efiedual  fupplies,  as  (hall  enable  his  Majefty,  not 
only  to  be  in  a  readinefs  to  fiipport  his  friends  and  allies,  at  fuch  times 
and  in  fuch  manner  as  the  exigency  and  circumftances  of  affairs  Ihall 
require,  but  to  oppoie  and  defeat  any  attempts  that  (hall  be  made 
againft  his  Majefty,  his  crown  and  kingdoms,  or  againft  thofc,  who 
being  equaHy  engaged  widi  his  Majefty  by  the  faith  of  treaties,  or 
united  by  common  intereft  and  common  danger,  (hall  be  willing  to 
concert  fuch  meafures,  as  (hall  be  found  neceifary  and  expedient  for 
maintaining  the  balance  of  Europe. 

This  Addrefe,  which  in  my  opinion  will  contain  both  a  proper 
sinfwer  to  his  Majefty's  Speech,  and  a  decent  declaration  of  our  grati-> 
tude  and  duty,  will  not  I  hope  be  oppofed.  For  furely  it  canAot  be 
charged  with  aflerting  any  thing  that  is  (either  falfe  or  mean,  with 
beflowing  any  unneceflary  panegyric^  or  with  maintaining  any  fad 
that .  is  not  generally  allowed* 

•  Mr.  Trevor  feconded  him  in  the  manner  following.  Sir,  As 
the  neceffity  of  an  AddEe(s  to  his  Majefty  cannot  be  difputed,  the 
only  queftion  on  this  occafion  muft  be,  Whether  the  Addrefs  now 
propofed  be  fuch  as  it  may  become  this  Houfe  to  offer  in  the  prcGm^ 
coRJun&ureof  afiairs. 

In  an  Addrefs,  Sir,  it  is  neceilary  to  preferve  at  once  the  reiped 
due  to  oitr  Sovereign,  and  the  dignity  which  may  juftly  be  yfl'ty«^j 
by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  of  Britain,  a  people  wbofe  birtb- 
right  gives  them  a  claim  to  a^qproadi  their  Sovereign,  not  indeed 
without  the  utmoft  refped,  but  with  language,  which  abfolute  mo* 
narchs  never  hear  from  the  flaves  by  whom  they  are  furrounded.  * 
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This  itfpcta  and  dignity  appear  to  me  to  be  very  hapixly  omted  iii 
tbe  Addrefs  now  propofed,  in  which  we  join  with  our  profeffions  of 
Aity,  our  offers  of  advice,  and  afl^rtour  thim  to  the  direAion  of 
the  national  expences  by  our  promife  to  grant  the  neceflary  fiif^pUes.  > 

As  diere  cannot  therefore  in  my  opinion.  Sir,  be  any  thing  added 
to  Ae  Addrefs  now  oflFered,  and  ther^  appears  to  me  no^eccffity  of 
any  alteration  or  omiffion,  I  (econd  the  mention. 

Lord  No£L  SoMEH^KT  fpoke  next  to  diis  efieA :— -Sir,  Tho«^ 
I  am  far  from  intending  to  reprefe  by  fopbiftical  cavils,  or  ttifliftg 
objeffions,  the  seal  flrhtch  the  honourable  Oentkman  who  propofed 
the  Addrefs  has  (hewn  for  promoting  the  public  bofinefi)  yet,  as  it 
is  very  inconfiftent  with  the  duty  of  a  fenator  to  prefer  civility  t9 
truth,  and  tp  facrifice  to  ceremony  or  complaifance  the  intereft  of 
his  country,  I  think  it  neceflary  to  declare  my  opinion,  that  thou^ 
die  Addrds  propofed  may  admit  of  many  amendments,  which  I  leav^ 
to  other  gentlemen  to  make,  I  think  the  addition  of  one  daufe  aUb* 
lotely  neceflary;  that  his  Majefly  may  be  defired  not  to  engage  dot 
nation  in  a  war  for  the  prefervation  of  bis  foreign  dominions ;  4o* 
minions  which,  as  they  are  in  themfelves  independent  on  the  crowm 
of  Britain,  and  govirmsd  by  different  laws,  and  by  a  different  rights 
have  been  feparated  by  an  txprefs  claufe  from  thefe  kingdoms,  intho 
aft  to  which  his  Majefty  owes  his  title  to  the  throne. 

This  requeil.  Sir,  is  at  this  time  particularly  expedient,  when  die 
continent  is  in  confulion,  and  the  territories  of  Hanover  are  en*- 
dangered  by  the  approach  of  the  French  forces^  Befides,  af  nothing 
b  more  fatal  dian  groundlefs  expedtations  of  aifiilance,  it  may  con« 
tribute  to  the  iSifety  of  that  people,  to  fliew  them  that  they  are  to  de^ 
pend  upon  their  own  ftrength,  to  call  thnr  forces  together,  to  fortify 
Aeir  towns,  and  guard  their  avenues ;  and  that,  if  they  fit  indolont 
and  carelefi,  in  confidence  that  the  power  of  Britain  will  be  emploftd 
b  their  defence,  they  will  only  give  their  enemies  an^afy  conqiiefl« 
and  enflave  diemfelves  and  their  pofterity  to  a  foreign  power :  I  move 
Acrefore,  That  his  Majefty  be  petitioned  in  our  Addreft,  not  to 
engage  thefe  kingdoms  in  a  war  for  the  prefervation  of  has  foreign 
donuntons* 

Mr.  Shippbn  rofe  and  fpoke  thus : — Sir,  I  know  not  with  whaC 
fticcefi  I  may  afTert,  in  this  fenate,  petitions,  for  which  I  have  for<- 
inerly  been  cenfured,  and  which  few  other  members  have  hitherto 
maintained  j  but  I  rife  with  congdence  that  I  fhall  be  at  leaft  ac- 
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knowledged  to  ad  confiftently  vnih  myfelf  in  (econding  the  noble 
perfofi  who  fpoke  laft  j  and  I  am  convinced,  that  many  of  thofe  who 
differ  from  me  in  opinion,  would  gladly  be  able  to  boaft  of  re- 
liemUing  me  in  congruity  of  priiiciples,  and  fteadinefs  of  condud. 

But  fteadinefs.  Sir,  is.  the  effe<3  only  of  integrity,  and  congruity 
the  confequeocd  of  convi^on :  he  that  fpeaks  alwaysr  what  he  thinks, 
and  endeavours  by  diligent  enquiry  to  think  aright  before  he  ventures 
to  declare  his  fentiments ;  he  that  follows,  in  his  fearches,  no  leader 
but  reafon,  nor  expeds  any  reward  from  them  but  the  advantage  of 
iClcovering  truth,  and  the  pleafure  of  communicating  it,  will  not 
caiily  change  his  opinion,  becauie  it  will  feldom  be  eafy  to  fhew 
Cbat  be  who  has  honeftly  enquired  after  truth,  has  failed  to  attain  it. 

For  my  part,  I  am  not  aflumed  nor  afraid  to  affirm,  that  thirty 
years  have  made  no  change  in  any  of  my  political  opinions  ;  I  am 
now  grown  old  in  this  Houfe,  but  that  experience  which  is  the  con- 
fequeoce  of  age,  has  only  confirmed  the  principles  with  which  I  en- 
tered it  many  years  ago  i  time  has  verified  the  predi&ions  which 
I  formerly  uttered,  and  I  have  feen  my  conjedures  ripened  into 
knowledge* 

I  ihould  be  therefore  without  excufe  if  either  terror  could  affright, 
•r  the  hope  of  advantage  allure  me  from  the  declaration  of  my  ojm- 
nions ;  opinions  which  I  was  not  deterred  from  aflerting,  when  the 
proipe£l  of  a  longer  life  than  I  can  now  expe£t  might  have  added  to 
the  temptations  of  ambition,  or  aggravated  the  terrors  of  poverty 
and  diigrace ;  opinions  for  which  I  would  willingly  have  fufiered 
the  fevereft  cenfures,  even  when  I  had  efpoufed  them  only  in  com- 
pliance with  reaibn,  without  the  infallible  certainty  of  experience* 

Of  truth  it  has  been  always  obferved.  Sir,  that  every  day  adds  to 
its  eftad>li(hment,  and  that  falflioods,  however  fpecious,  however 
fiipported  by  power,  or  eftabliihed  by  confederacies,  are  unable  to 
ftand  before  the  ftroke  of  time.  Againft  the  inconveniencioa  and 
vexations  of  long  life,  may  be  fet  the  pleafure  of  difcovering  truth, 
fierfaaps  the  only  pleafure  that  age  affords.  Nor  is  it  a  flight  (atis* 
kOion  to  a  man  not  utterly  infatuated  or  depraved,  to  find  opportu- 
nities of  rectifying  his  notions,  and  regulating  his  conduA  by  oevr 
lights. 

But  much  greater  is  the  happineis  of  that  man  to  whom  every  day 
brings  a  new  proof  of  the  reafonablenefs  of  his  former  determine* 
tions,  and  who  fiads>  by  the  n^oft  unerring  teft,  that  his  life  has 
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l)een  ipent  in  promotion  of  doctrines  beneficial  to. mankind*  This, 
Sir,  is  tHe  happinefs  Avhich  I  now  enjoy,  and  for  which  thofe  who 
never  {hall  attain  it,  muft  look  for  an  equivalent  in  lucrative  em- 
ployments,  honorary  titles,,  ppmpous  equipages,  and  fplendid  palaces. 

Tbeie,  Sir,  are  the  advantages  which  are  to  be  gained  by  a  fea- 
lonable  variation  of  principles,  and  by  a  ready  compliance  with  the 
prevailing  fiifhion  of  opinions  ^  advantages  vrhich  I  indeed  cannot 
envy  when  they  are  piirchafed  at  fo  hig^  a  priqe,  but  of  which  age 
and  obfervation  has  too  frequently  iObewn  me  the  unbounded  influence; 
and  to  which  I  cannot  deny  that  I  have  always  afcribed  the  inflability 
of  condud,  and  incon(iAency  of  afiertions,  which  I  have  difcovered 
in  many  men,  whofe  abilities  I  have  no  reafon  to  depreciate,  and 
of  whom  I  cannot  but  believe  they  would  eafily  diftinguith  tfudi^ 
were  not  falihood  recommended  to  them  by  the  ornaments  of 
wealth. 

If  there  are  in  this  new  fcnate  any  men  devoted  to  their  private  ia« 
tereft,  any  who  prefer  the  gratification  of  their  paffions  to  the  (afety 
and  bappinefs  of  their  country,  who  can. riot  without  remorfe  in  the 
plunder  of  their  con(lituents,  who  can  forget  the  anguiih  of  guilt  in 
the  noifc  of  a  feaft,  the  pomp  of  a  drawing-room,  or  the  arms  of  a 
ftrumpet,  and  think  expenfive  wickednefs  and  the  gaieties  of  folly 
equivalent  to  the  fair  fame  of  fidelity  and  the  peace  of  virtue,  to  them 
I  (hall  fpeak  to  no  purpofc ;  for  I  ^am  far  from  imagining  any  power 
in  my  language  to  gain  thofe  to  truth  who  have  refigned  their  hearts 
to  avarice  or  ambition,  or  to  prevail  upon  men  to  change  opinions> 
which  they  have  indeed,  never  believed,  though  they  are  hired  to  aflert 
them.  There  is  a  degree  of  wickednefs  which  reproof  or  argument 
cannot  reclaim,  as  there  is  a  degree  of  fiupidity  which  in{lrui51ioii 
cannot  enlighten. 

If  my  country.  Sir,  has  been  fo  unfortunate  as  once  more  to  com* 
mit  her  intereft  to  thofe  who  propofe  to  themielves  no  advantage 
from  their  truft,  but  that  of  felling  it,  I  may  perhaps  fall  once  more 
under  cenfure  for  declaring  my  opinion,  and  be  once  more  treated  as 
a  criminal  for  ailerting  what  they  whopunifh  me  cannot  denyj  for 
nuiintainlng  th^  inconiiftency  of  Hanpver  maxims  with  the  happineff 
of  this  nation,  and  for  preferving  the  caution  which  was  fo  ftrongly 
fnculcaced  by  the  patriots  diat  drew  up  the  AA  of  Settlement^  and 
jxve  the  prefent  Imperial  Family  their  title  to  the  Throne. 
"  Vol.  II.  F  Thcfe 
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Thefe  meh.  Sir,  whofe  wifdooi  cannot  be  difputed,  and  whotf 

zeal  for  his  Majefty^s  family  was  equal  to  their  knowledge,  thought 
it  requifite  to  provide  fomc  fecurity  agalnft  the  prejudices  of  birth 
and  education.  They  were  far  from  imagining,  that  they  were 
calling  to  the  Throne  a  race  of  beings  exalted  above  the  frailties  of 
humanity,  or  exempted  by  any  peculiar  privileges  from  error  or  frooi 
ignorance. 

They  knew  that  cvery'man  was  habitually,  if  not  naturally,  fond 
of  his  own  nation,  and  that  he  was  inclined  to  enrich  it  and  defend  it 
at  the  expence  of  another,  even,  perhaps,  of  that  to  which  he  is  ui* 
debted  for  much  higher  degrees  of  greatnefs,  wealth  and  power  ^  for 
every  thing  which  makes  one  ftate  of  life  preferable  to  another  j  and 
vrhlch  therefore,  if  reafon  could  prevail  over  prejudice,  and  every 
action  were  regulated  by  flrid  juftice,  might  claim  more  regard  than 
that  corner  of  the  earth  in  which  he  only  happened  to  be  born. 

They  knew,  Sir,  that  confidence  was  not  always  returned,  that 
we  moft  willingly  truft  thofe  whom  we  have  longeft  known,  and 
carefs  thofe  with  moft  fondnefs,  whofe  inclinations  we  find  by  ex- 
perience to  correfpond  with  our  own,  without  regard  to  particular 
circumftances  which  may  entitle  others  to  greater  regard,  or  higher 
degrees  of  credit,  or  of  kindnefs. 

Againft  thefe  prejudices  which  their  fagacity  enabled  them  to  fore- 
fee,  their  integrity  incited  them  to  fecure  us,  by  provrfions  which 
every  man  then  thought  equitable  and  wife,  becaufe  no  man  was  then 
hired  to  efpoufe  a  contrary  opinion. 

To  obviate  the  difpofition  which  a  foreign  race  of  princes  might 
have  to  truft  their  original  fubjeils,  it  was  enabled  that  noae  of  them 
(hould  be  capable  of  any  place  of  truft  or  profit  in  thefe  kingdoms. 
And  to  hinder  our  Monarchs  from  transferring  the  revenues  of 
Britain  to  Hanover,  and  enriching  it  with  the  commerce  of  our 
traders,  and  the  labours  of  our  huft)andmen ;  from  raifmg  taxes  to 
augment  the  fplendour  of  a  petty  court,  and  increafing  the  garrifons 
of  their  mountains  by  mifapplying  that  money  which  this,  nation 
ftiopld  raife  for  its  qwn  defence,  it  was  provided  that  the  Emperor  of 
Britain  fhould  never  return  to  his  native  dominions,  but  refide  always 
in  this  kingdom,  without  any  other  care  than  that  of  gaining  the 
aff.'^Jon?  of  his  Britilhfubjcfts,prcferving  their  rights,  and  increafinf 
their  power. 

It 
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It  was  imagtfied  b;  that  Senate  that  the  Eledorate  of  Hanover^  a 
fubordinate  dignity  held  by  cufton^  of  homage  t^  a  greater  power^ 
ought  to  be  thought  below  the  regard, of  the  jEmperor  of.  Britain,  and 
that  the  Sovereign  of  a  nation  lilce  this  ought  to  remember  a  lower 
ttztt  only  to  heighten  bis  gratitude  to  the  people  by  whom  he  wai 
exalted.  They  were  far  from  imagining  that  Britain  and  Hanover 
would  in  time  be  confidered  as  of  equal  importance,  and  that  their 
Sovereign  would  divide  his  years  between  one  country  and  the  other, 
and  pleafe  bimfelf  with  exhibiting  in  Hanover  the  annual  ibow  of  the 
pon^  and  dignity  of  a  Britiih  Emperor. 

This  claufe.  Sir,,  however,  a  later  fenate  readily  repealed ;  up(Ml 
what  motives  I  am  not  able  to  declare,  having  never  heard  the  argu- 
ments which  prevailed  upon  their  predecefTors  to  enzA  it,  confuted  of 
invalidated  ;  nor  have  I  found  that  the  event  has  produced  anyjuftifi- 
iication  of  their  ^onduA,  or  that  the  nation  has  received  any  remark^ 
able  advantage  from  the  travels  of  our  Emperors. 

There  is  another  daufe  in  that  important  a£l  which  yet  the  Senate 
has  not  adventured  to  repeal,  by  which  it  is  provided,  that  this  nation 
finll  not  be  engaged  in  war  for  the  defence  of  the  Hanoverian  domi^ 
nions  ;  dominions  of  which  we  can  have  no  intereft  in  the  protection 
or  prefervation ;  dominions  perhaps  of  no  great  value  into  whatever 
hands  chance  and  negligence  may  throw  them,  which  their  fituatioti 
has  made  entirely  ufelefs  to  a  naval  power  i  but  which,  though  they 
cannot  benefit,  may  injure  us,  by  diverting  the  attention  of  our  So* 
■  vcrcign,  or  withholding  his  afFe6lions. 

Whether  this  claufe,  Sir,  has  not  fometimcs  been  eluded,  whether 
die  &x  thoufand  Heflians  which  we  once  fupported  were  of  ufe  to  any 
of  the  Britiih  dominions,  and  whether  a  double  number  of  the  fame 
nation,  now  paid  .with  our  money  for  the  defence  of  the  Queen  of 
Hungary,  have  not  been  ftationed  qnly  where  they  might  defend 
Hanover,  without  the  leaft  advantage  to  our  confederates,  whether 
the  nation  has  not  been  condemned  to  double  expences  in  the  fupport 
of  this  alliance,  by  raifing  for  the  Queen's  fervice  troops  which  were 
only  employed  in  the  protection  of  Hanover,  and  then  in  fuccouring 
her  with  pecuniary  fupplies,  it  is  perhaps  at  prefent  unne^e/Giry, 
though  I  hope  not  yet  too  late,  to  enquire. 

It  is  at  prefent  unnecefTary,  becaufc  the  claufe  which  is  prapo(ed 
cannot  be  denied  to  be  equally  proper,  whether  the  ASt  of  Settlement 
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has  been  fiitherto  obfer ved  or  vi6Htcd  ;  for  the  yiolationtrf it  ttugftt  to 
engage  OS  in  foirte'daeafiires  ^hat  may  fecurc  us  for  the  futuhe  from  the 
like  injury ;  and  the  bbfcrvatibn  of  it  is  a  manifcft  proof  how  much 
It  is  approved  by  all  parties,  fince  in  fo  many  deviations  from  thU 
ftttlement,  and  an  inconftancy  of  conduft  of  which  an  example  is 
fcarcdy  to  be  found,  this  law  has  been  cftccmcd  facred,  the  bulwark 
6f  our  rights;  and  the  boundary  which  the  fovereign  power  has  npt 
*arcd  to  ovcrle&p. 

As  his  Majeftyj  SIT)  has 'in  a  Vcry^folemn  manner  called  upon  us 
for  our  advice  and  affiftance,  what  can  be  more  proper  than  to  la^ 
before  Him  OHf  o^nion  on  this  imporfant  queftion  ?  War  is  next  to 
flavery  one  of  the  greatcft  calamities,  and  an  unneceffary  war  therefor^ 
the  greateft  error  of  government,  an  error  which  cannot  be  tod 
cautiouOy  obviated,  or  too  fjjeedily  reformed. 

If  we  confider,  Sir,  the  pfefent  ftatc  of  the  continent,  there  ii 
nothing  more  probable  than  that  the  fubjcfls  of  the  Ele^or  of  Hanoo- 
vcr  may  folicit  the  affiftance  of  the  Emperor  of  Britain,  and  therefore 
it  is  neccflary  to  inform  them,  that  their  felicitations  will  be  vain. 
If  we  enquire  into  the  fufpicions  of  our  fcllow-fubjedls,  we  (hall  find 
them  generally  difturbed  with  fears  that  they  fliall  be  facrificcd  to  the 
fccurityof  foreign  dominions,  and  therefore  it  is  neccflary  to  recall 
their  affeftion  to  his  Majefty  where  it  is  impaired,  and  tonfifm  their 
confidence  Avhere  it  has  been  hitherto  preferved,  by  (hewing  in  the 
moft  public  manner,  how  vahily  they  have  been  difquieted,  and  hoW 
grofsly  they  have  been  miftaken. 

It  is  certainly  our  duty,  Sir,  to  give  fuch  advice  as  may  moft  truly 
inform  his  JMajfefty  of  the  fentiments  of  his  people,  and  moft  effediiu- 
ally  eftabli(h  in  the  people  an  adherence  to  his  Majefty ;  as  it  is  ccr* 
tain  that  no  advice  will  be  feconded  by  greater  numbers  than  that 
which  is  propofed,  nor  can  his  Majefty  by  any  adt  of  goodnefs  fo 
much  endear  his  government,  as  by  a  ready  promife  to  this  nation 
ti  an  exemption  from  any  war  in  defence  of  Hanover. 
••  I  hope.  Sir,  it  will  not  be  objeaed,  that  by  fuch  requeft  a  fufpiciort 
will  be  inCnuated  of  defigns  detrimental  to  the  Britifh  nation,  and 
repugnant  to  the  conditions  on  which  his  Majefty  afcended  the 
Throne,  becaufe  an  objcdion  of  equal  force  ftiay  rifo'againft  any  ad-» 
vice  whatever  that  (hall  be  offered  by  the  Senate. 
;  *  It  may  be  always  urged.  Sir,  that  to  recgmmcnd  any  meafures,  \% 
to  fwppclc  that  they  would  not  have-  been  fuggcftcd  to  his  Majefty  by 

his 


Usowii  wifiiom,  and  by  codfequenc^  that  he  is  defe^Ive  either  ia 
knowledge  or  in  goodnefs,  that  be  either  intakes  or.  negleds  the  in« 
tereftof  his  people. 

Thus,  Sir,  may  tiie  moft  ^alK^ahlc'co^dufi  be,  charged  with  fedi- 
cioo,  and  the  moft  awful  regard  be  accufed  of  difr^fRe^  by  forpcd 
ODOKquenceSt  and  exaggerated  language  ;  thus  may  Senates  becoi^ 
ittkij  left  they  ihould  a^iear  to  be  wifer  than  their  Sovereign,.  aQ4 
the  Sovereign  be  condemned  to  aft  only  by  the  information  of  fervUf 
ministers,  becaufe  no  public  advice  cix^  (afely  be  givea  him.   .        * 

That  kings  muft  zQ,  upon  the  infprmatipn  of  otber^  that  they  c^y^ 
felittfc  with  their  own  eyes  through  ;iic  mifts  vfhich  g^Wcry  is  cgrj^ 
tinually  employed  in  raifmg  before  ttefn,  and  jthat  thtj  are  tberefoPf 
soft  happy  who  have,  by  the  coftftitution  of  th^  comxtry  whiqh  |key 
govern)  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  Qpinionsx>f  their  popple  wi^f 
out  difguiie,  has  yet  never  be^n  denied  by  any  ^ho  dp  oot  feparata 
tir  intereft  of  the  King  from  tha^  of*  the  people,  an^  leave  mankin4 
no  political  diftin£Kon  but  tha;  of;  tyrants  and  flaves« 

This,  Sir^  is  the  happineft  oftl^e  f  mperor  of  Britain  beyond  other 
Bionarchs,  an  advantage  by  which  iie  may  be  always  enabled  to  conn 
lemplate  the  happy  and  flouriihing  ft^  of  his  fubjectSt  ajod  to  receiv^ 
the  blefliogs  and  accbmations  of  millions  that  o^e  to  his  c^vre  thc!^ 
Wtalth  and  their  fecurity*  * 

Of  this  advantage,  he  cannot  be  dcpriyed,  but  by  the  cawardipe  94 
the  treachery  of  thofe  men  who  are  delegated  by  the  people,  as  t^ 
gaardttas  of  their  liberties  i  and  fui;ely  it  requires  no  uncomn^on 
penetration  to  dif^over,  Aat  no  ad  of  treafon  can  be- equal  in  malig« 
nity  to  that  perfidy  which  deprives  the  King  of  the  affe£l!ons  of  his 
fobjeds,  by  concealing  from  him  their  fentimentst  and  petitions.  H^ 
that  makes  his  Monarch  hated,  t^iuft  undoubtedly  make  him  unhappy  ^ 
and  he  that  deftroys  his  happinefs,  might  more  innocently  take  aw^ay 
his  life. 

To  exempt  myfelf  therefore  from  fuch  guilt,  to  difcharge  the  truft 
concerted  on  me  by  my  country,  and  to  perform  t^e  duty  which  I  qw^ 
to  my  King,  I  ftand  up  to  fecond  this  motion,  , 

4Mr.  Gybbon  fpok^  next  to  the  following- purpote  :--?Sir,  as  it  is 
aoteaiy  to  remember  all  the  parts  of  an  Addrefs  by  only  once  hearing 
it,  and  hearing  it  in  a  form  different  from  that  in  which  it  is  to  ha 
prcfented,  I  think  it  neccflary  to  a  more  accurate  conGderaiion  of  it» 
tiut  *it  ihould  be  reaid  dtftUi^y  to  the  lioufe.     We  may  otherwili;' 
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vafie  our  thne  In  debates,  to  which  only  our  own'forgctfulncfs  gives 
eccafion;  we  may  raife  objeflions  without  reafon,  and  propofe  amend- 
ments where  there  is  no  defe£t. 

[The  Addrefs  was  accordingly  read,  and  Mr.  Gybbon  proceeded.  J 

Having  now  heard  the  Addrefs,  I  find  by  cxpei-i^nce  the  propriety 
of  my  propofa!,  having  remarked  a  daufe,  which,  in  ray  opinion^  is 
necefiary  to  be  amended,  and  which  I  had  not  obferved  when  it  was 
repeated  before. 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  Speeches  from  the  Throne,  though 
pronounced  by  the  King,  are  always  conddered  as  the  compoHtions 
of  the  minlftry,  upon  whom  any  hHc  affertions  would  be  charged,  as 
the  informers  and-counfellors  of  the  Crown. 

It  is  well  khown,  likewife,  thst  whenever  this  Hoafcr  returns 
Thsnks  to  the  King  for  any  meafures  that  have  been  parfued,  thole 
meafures  are  fuppofecl  to  be  approved  by  them  ;  and  that  approbation 
fnay  be  pleaded  by  the  minifter  in  his  defence,  whenever  he  fliall  be 
required  to  anfwer  for  the  event  of  his  counfcls. 

It  is  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  extremely  unreafonable  to  propofc, 
Ihat  Thanks  JbouU  be  returned  to  bis  Majefty  far  bis  reyalcare  in  profe^ 
iuiing  the  war  againji  Spain  ;  for  what  has  been  the  confequence  of 
that  care,  for  which  our  Thanks  are  to  be  with  fo  much  folemnttjr 
returned,  but  defeats,  difgrace  and  lofles,  the  ruin  of  our  merchants, 
the  imprifonmtnt  of  our  failors,  idle  (bows  of  armaments,  and  u(l- 
lefs  expences  ? 

What  arc  the  events  which  are  to  be  recorded  in  an  impartial  ac- 
count of  this  war  ;  a  war  provoked  by  fo  long  a  train  of  infults  and 
injuries,  and  carried  on  with  fo  apparent  an  inequality  of  forces  f 
Have  we  deflroyed  the  fleets  of  our  enemies,  fired  their  towns,  and 
kid  their  fortreflcs  in  ruins  ?  Have  we  conquered  their  colonics,  and 
plundered  their  cities,  and  reduced  them  to  a  neceffity  of  receding 
from  their  unjuft  claims,  and  repaying  the  plunder  of  our  merchants  ? 
Are  their  Ambafladors  now  folicicing  peace  at  the  Court  of  Britain, 
or  applying  to  the  neighbouring  Princes  to  moderate  the  refentment 
of  their  viclorious  enemies  ? 

I  am  afraid  that  the  eflFcfts  of  our  preparations,  however  formidable, 
are  very  different ;  they  have  only  raifcd  difcontent  among  sur  coun* 
trymcn,  and  contempt  among  our  enemies.  We  have  ihewn  that 
we  are  ftrong  inJeed,  bup  that  our  force  is  made  ineffectual  by  our 
cowardice  ;  that  when  we  threaten  moil  loudly,  vft  perform  notbiog^ 
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that  we  draw  our  fwords  but  to  brandifh  them,  and  only  Vjiit  an  op« 
portunity  Co  (heath  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  not  plainly  to  confeft 
that  we  dare  not  ftrike. 

If  we  conCder,  therefore,  what  eiFed  our  thanks  for  condu6l  like 
this  muft  naturally  produce,  it  will  appear  that  they  can  only  encou* 
rage  our  enemies,  and  difpirit  our  feUow-fubje£ts.  It  will  be  ima^ 
gincd  that  the  Spaniards  are  a  powerful  nation,  which  it  was  the 
bigbeft  degree  of  temerity  to  attack  j  a  nation  by  whom  it  is  honour 
fuficient  not  to  be  overcome,  and  from  whom  we  cannot  be  de« 
fcnded  without  the  moft  vigilant  caution,  and  the  moft  exten&vo 
knowledge  both  of  politics  and  war. 

It  will  readily  be  perceived  by  the  proud  Spaniards,  that  it  is  only 
neceflary  to  profecute  their  views  a  little  longer,  to  intimidate  us 
with  new  demands,  and  amufe  us  with  new  preparations ;  and  that 
wc,  who  are  always  fatisfied  with  our  fuccefs, .  fhall  foon  be  weary  of 
a  war  from  which  it  is  plain  that  we  never  expected  any  advantage^ 
and  therefore  fhall  in  a  (hort  time  willingly  receive  fuch  terms  as 
our  conquerors  will  grant  us. 

It  is  always  to  be  remembered  how  much  all  human  affairs  depend- 
upon  opinion,  how  often  reputation  fupplies  the  want  of  real  power, 
by  making  thofe  afraid  who  cannot  be  hurt,  and  by  producing  con- 
fidence where  there  is  no  fuperiority.  The  opinion  of  which  the 
fenate  ought  to  endeavour  the  promotion,  is  confidence  in  their  ftea<- 
dinefs,  honefty,  and  wifdom.  Confidence  which  will  not  be  much 
advanced  by  an  Addrefs  of  Thanks  for  the  condu<^  of  the  war 
againft  Spain. 

How  juftly  may  it  be  afked,  when  this  Addrefs  is  fpread  over  the 
world,  what  were  the  views  with  which  the  fenate  of  Britain  peti-f 
tioiied  their  Sovereign  to  declare  war  againft  Spain. 

If  their  defign  was,  as  they  then  aiTerted,  to  procure  fecurity  for 
the  commerce  of  America,  and  reparation  for  the  injuries  which 
their  merchants  had  received,  by  what  fludu^tion  of  counfels^  by 
what  prevalence  of  new  opinions  have  they  now  abandoned  it  ?  For 
that  they  have  no  longer  the  fame  intentions,  that  they  now  no  more 
either  propofe  fecurity,  or  demand  recompencc,  is  evident;  fmce. 
though  they  have  obtained  neither,  yet  are  they  thankful  foif  tl)e  con- 
i\iSt  of  the  war. 

To  what  can  this  apparent  inftability  be  imputed,  but  to  the 
want  either  of  wifdom  to  balance  their  own  power  with  that  of 
ibeir  entmiat  and  difcern  the  true  tntercft  of  theij  counuy,  or  to 
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a  mean  cbmpliance  with  the  cUmodirs  of  the  people^  to  whom  tbev 

darft  not  refufe  the  appearance  of  a  war,  though  they  had  no  expec- 
tation of  honout  or  fbccefs  ? 

But  in  far  other  terms.  Sir,  will  the  Spaniards  fpeak  of  tlie  Ad- 

■■•p.—  ^        — 

irtk  which  is  now  propofed.  **  Behold,  fay  our  boafting  enemies^ 
the  fpiri^  and  wifdbm  6f  that  Affembly,  whofe  tounfcls  hold  the. 
continent  in  fufpence,  and  whofe  determinations  change  the  fete  of 
Icingdoms ;  whofe  vote  transfers  fovcreignty,  covers  the  ocean  with* 
deets,  prefcribes  the  operation  of  dillant  wars,  and  fixes  Che  balance 
of  the  world.  Behold  them  amufed  with  idle  preparations,  Icvyingr 
money  f6r  mockeries  of  war,  and  returning  thanks  for  the  pleafure 
of  the  fhow.  Behold  them  looking  with  wonderful  tranquillity  on 
the  lofs  of  a  great  number  of  their  (hips,  which  have  beea  feized 
upon  their  own  coafts  by  our  privateers,  and  congratulating  them- 
(etves  and  their  monarch  that  any  have  been  preferved.  How  great 
would  have  been  the  exultation,  and  how  loud  the  applaufes^  had 
thcyfuccecded  in  any  of  their  defigns;  had  they  obftruSed  the  dc- 
parture  of  our  fleets,  or  hindered  our  delcent  upon  the  dominions  of 
the  Queen  of  Hungary;  had  they  confined  out  p'riyateers  in  pur 
harbours,  defeated  any  of  oUr  troops,' or  over-run  any  of  our  colo- 
files  ?  In  what'terms  would  they  h^ve  cxpreflcd  their  gratitude  foe 
vidory^  who  are  thus  thankfnl  for  dilappointments  and  difgrace  r"  ' 

Such,  Sir,  muft  be  "the  remarks  of  our  enemies  upon  an  Addrefs* 
like  that  which  is  now  propofed ;  remarks  which  we  and  our  allies 
maft  be  condeniiied  to'  hear,  without  atierhpting  a  reply.  *For  what 
can  be  utged  to 'extenuate  the  ridicule  of  returning  thanks  where  we 
ought  either  to  exprefs  refentment,  oiFer  confolations,  andpropofe 
the  means  of  better  Tuccefs,  or  cover  our  grigf  and  fhame  with  per- 
petual filence  ? 

When  it  fhall  be  told  in  foreign  nations,  that  the  Senate  of  Bri- 
win  had  returned  thanks  for  the  efcape  of  the  Spaniards'  from  Fer-^ 
rol,  their  uninterrupted  expedition  to  Italy,  the  embarraffinent  of  their 
own  trade,  the  captivity  of  their  Tnilors,  and  the  deftruflidn  of  their ^ 
troops,  what  can  they  conclude,  but  that  the  Senate  of  Britain  is 
a  collediion  of  madmen,  whom  madmen  have  deputed  to  tranfaS  the 
publick  affairs?  And  what  m'ufl:  be*  the' influence  of  fuch  a  people, 
and  fuch  a  Senate^  v^ill  be  eafily  conceived. 

If  I  have  given  way,  Sir^  in  thefe  obfcrvations,  to  any  wanton 
hyperbole,  or  e^cag^cfatcd  atTertibns,*  they  wiir,  I  hope,  be  pardoned 
by  thofe  who  {htiH  feffetf  upon  the  real  abfurdirVof  the  propofal 

wbicti 
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fUcklaai  endeavDuriog  toilicw  in  its  ti:4if  ftat^  aad  by  ^ -wl)^- 
ihaD  coniider,  that  to  return  ^hank^  for  the  managcfnent  -  f»f  |}|^ 
w^  is  to  return  thanlps  for  the  c^nag^  of  Carthagena,  for  t^  rqiii' 
of  our  merchants^  for  the  I9&  of  ofir  reputiation,  wd  ^.f  th^  ^^^t^- 
tm  of  the  family  of  Bourbon. 

I  hope  Dp  man  wjll  ^c  fo  uiyuft,  or  can  be  fo  igpor^nitj^  ^  ^o  in-: 
Hauate  or  bglicve,  th^t  I  impute  any  ,par^  of  our  mif^airrijig^  Dp  4^^ 
perfonal  conduft  of  bis  Majefty,  or  that  I  think  his  Majefty'^  f  pn- 
cem  for  the  prpfperity  of  his  people  unworthy  of  the  wanncft  and 
Cnctrcft  gratitude.  If  the  Addrefs  were  confined  to  the  i^fpc^pn 
of  our  Sovereign  alone,  I  ihould  be  very  far  from  cenJuring  or  ridir. 
culing  it ;  for  his  Majefty  has  not  the  event  of  war  in  his  ppwer» 
nor  9an  confer  upon  his  minlfters  or  generals  that  knowlcdige  which 
they  have  negleifted  to  apquire»  or  that  capacity  which  nature  liia^ 
denied  them*  He  may  perform  more  than  we  havq  a  light  (o  ex-. 
peS,  and  yet  be  unliiccefsful ;  be  may  deferve  the  utmpft  gratitui^i 
even  when,  by  the  mifcon^uil  of  his  ferv^nts,  the  nation  is  diftreflcd. 

But,  Sir,  in  drawing  aip  an  Addrefs,  we  (bould,i«4in»jpJjejr^hait  wc 
ve  declaring  pur  femiments  not  only  to  his  Majefty,  but  po.-^U  j&q-.; 
rope;  to  our  allies^  our  .enemies,  and. pur  poficrityj  t^^^  tl|iis_Adr 
drdswill  be  undcrftopd,  likp  all  others  j  that  th^ks  gfEarcd-jn  thii- 
manner,  by  cuftom,  fignify  approbation ;  and  that  thcre/<^  we  muft 
at  prcfcnt  reprefe  our  gratitude,  hecanfc  it  can  only  hring  imp^  con- 
tempt pur  Sovereign  and  ourfelves.. 

Sir  RoB£RT  Walpoije  {poke  next  to  this  effeft:  Sir,  I  am  very 
iar  from  thinking  that  the  war  ag^inft  Spiain  h«s.bccn  fo  unf^c^efe- 
ful  as  fomc  gentlemen  Jaave  reprefentcd  it  j  that  the  loffos^ich  we- 
have  fuffered  have  been  more  frequent  than >^'e  had  reafpn  .tp  ^pcft 
feom  the  fituation  of  our  enemies,  and  the.  courfe  of  our  trade;  or>" 
our  defeats,  fuch  as  the  common  chance  of  war  does  not  often:  dco^^ 
oucc,  even  when  the.  ineq^uality  of  the  contending  powers-is  iqc'on- 
tcftablc,  and  the  uUimate  event  as  riear  to  certainty,  as  the  i^jcure  of  • 
human  affairs  ever  can  admit. 

Nor  am  I  convinced,, Sir,  eyen  thougl^  itij^ould  be  allowed  that 
no  exaggeration  had  been  made  of  our  mifcarriages,  that  the  impro-  - 
priety  of  an  Addrcfe  of.  Thanks  to  his  Majefty  for  his.reg^l  care  in 
the  management  of  the  war,  is  grofs  or  flagrant.  For  if  it  be  al* 
lowtd  that  his  Majefty  may  be  innocent  tf  all  the  mifcondua  that 
^  produced  pur  ^cfeau,  that  he  may  hjive  fo^ified  fchcmc#  wifely, 

which 
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which  were  unikilfully  profcciited  ;  diat  even  valour  and  knowledge' 
concurring.  Will  not  always  obtain  fuccefs ;  and  that  therefore  feme 
lofles  may  be  fufiered,  and  fome  defeats  received,  though  not  only  - 
bis  M^efty  gave  the  wifeft  direfllon,  but  his  officers  executed  them' 
with  the  utmoft  diligence  and  fidelity ;  how  will  it  appear  from  our 
ill  fuccefs,  that  our  Sovereign  does  not  deferve  oqr  gratitude  i  And 
if  jt  ihall  appear  to  us  that  our  thanks  are  merited,  who  fhall  reftrain' . 
IIS  from  oSering  them  in  the  moft  publick  and  folemn  manner  ? 

For  my  part,  I  think  no  confideration  worthy  of  regard  in  com- 
petition with  truth  and  juftice,  and  therefore  (hall  never  forbear  any 
expreffion  of  duty  to  my  Sovereign,  for  fear  of  the  ridicule  of  our 
lecret,  or  the  reproaches  of  our  publick  enemies. 

With  regard  to  the  Addrefs  under  our  confideration,  if  it  be  al- 
lowed either  that  we  have  not  been  unfuccefsful  in  any  opprobrious 
degree,  or  that  ill  fiiccefs  does  not  nccefTarily  imply  any  defe&  in  the 
condud  of  his  Majefly,  or  debar  us  from  the  right  of  acknowledging 
his  gpodnefs  and  his  wifdom,!  think.  Sir,  no  obje<5tion  can  be  made 
to  the  form  of  expreffion  now  propofed,  in  %vhich  all  founding  and 
pompous  language,  all  declamatory  exaggeration,  and  ftudied  figures 
of  fpeech,  all  appearance  of  exultation,  and  all  the  farce  of  rheto- 
rick  are  carefully  avoided,  and  nothing  inferted  that  may  difguft  the 
moft  delicate,  or  raife  fcruples  in  the  moft  finc^re. 

Yet,  Sir,  that  we  may  not wafte  our  time  upon  trivial  difputes,  when 
the  nation  experts  relief  from  our  counfels,  that  we  may  not  fufpcnd 
the  profecution  of  the  war  by  complaints  of  paft  defeats,  or  retard 

■ 

that  ftfliftance  and  advice  which  our  Sovereign  demands,   by  en-' 
quiring  whether  it  may  be  more  proper  to  thank,  or  to  counfel  him, 
I  am  willing,  for  the  fake  of  unanimity,  that]  this  claufe  fhould  be 
omitted ;  and  hope  that  no  other  prt  of  the  Addrefs  can  give  any 
opportunity  for  criiicifm,  or  for  objcftions. 

Mr.  PoLTBNEY  fpoke  next,  in  the  manner  following  •. — Sir,  it  is 
no  wonder  that  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  willingly  confents' 
to  the  omiifion  of  this  claufe,  which  could  be  inferted  for  no  other 
purpofe  than  that  he  might  fatrifice  it  to  the  refentment  which  it  muft 
naturally  produce,  and  by  an  appearance  of  modefty  and  compliance, 
pafs  eafily  through  the  firft  day,  and  obviate  any  fevere  enquiries  that 
might  be  defigned. 

>  He  is  too  well  acquainted  with  the  opinion  of  many  whom  the 
nation  has  chofen  to  reprefent  them,  and  with  the  univerfal  ela- 

moura 
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ooMrs  of  the  people,  too  accurately  informed  of  the  ftatc  of  our  ene- 
mies, aifd  too  confcious  how  much  his  fecret  machinations  have  h'ln^ 
dered  our  fuccefs,  to  expeA  or  hope  that  we  (hould  meet  here  to  ir- 
fiirn  Aanks  for  the  management  of  the  war ;   of  a  war  in  whicb 
;  fiothing  has  been  attempted  by  his  dircftion  that  was  likely  to  fuc- 
ceed,  and  in  which  no  advantage  has  been  gained,  but  by  a£ling 
without  orders,  and  agalnft  his  hopes. 

^  That  I  do  not  charge  him,  Sir,  without  reafon,  or  invent  acca« 
&tions  only  to  obftru£t  his  meafures,  or  to  gratify  my  own  refent- 
neat;  that  I  do  riot  eagerly  catch  flying  calumnies,  prolong  the 
date  of  cafual  reproaches,  encourage  the  malignity  of  the  envious,  or 
adopt  the  fufpicions  of  the  melancholy ;  that  I  do  not  impofe  upon 
mj(e]f  by  a  warm  imagination,  and  endeavour  to  communicate  toi 
odiers  impreffions  which  I  have  only  received  myfelf  from  prejudice 
and  malignity,  will  be  proved  from  the  review  of  his  conduft  fince 
the  beginning  of  our  difpute  with  Spain,  in  which  it  will  be  found 
that  he  has  been  guilty  not  of  (ingle  errors,  but  of  deliberate  trea- 
chery ;  'that  he  has  always  co-operated  with  our  enemies,  arid  &cri- 
£ced  to  bis  private  intereft  the  happinefs  and  the  honour  of  the  Bri-* 
60x  nation. 

How  long  our  merchants  were  plundered,  our  feilors  enflaved, 
and  our  colonies  intimidated  without  refentment ;  how  long  the  Spa* 
niards  ufurped  the  dominion  of  the  feas,  fearched  our  ihips  at  plea- 
fure,  confifcatedthe  cargoes  without  controul,  and  tortured  our 
fellow-fubjefts  with  impunity,  cannot  but  be  remembered.  Not 
only  every  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe,  but  every  man  in  the  nation, 
however  indolent,  ignorant,  or  obfcure,  can  tell  what  barbarities 
were  cxerctfed,  what  ravages  were  committed,  what  complaints  were 
made,  and  how  they  were  received.  It  is  univerfally  known  tliat 
this  Gentleman,  and  thofe  whom  he  has  feduced  by  penfions  and 
emplojrments,  treated  the  lamentations  of  ruined  families,  and  the 
outcries  of  tortured  Britons,  as  the  clamours  of  fedition,  and  the 
murmurs  of  malignity  fuborned  to  inflame  the  people,  and  embarrafs 
the  government. 

It  is  known.  Sir,  that  our  lofles  were  at  one  time  ridiculed  as 
below  the  confideration  of  the  te^iflature,  and  the  diftrefs  of  the  moft 
ttfefiil  and  honeft  part  of  mankind  was  made  the  fubje(ft  of  merri-' 
inent  and  laughter ;  the  aukward  wit  of  all  the  hirelings  of  the  town 
exerted  to  divert  tlir  attention  of  the  publick,  and  all  their  art 

was 
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was  9ni|>lo7ed  to  introduce  other  fubjcfb  into  o^avsriationy  or  t^ 
ftill  tl)^  cpoYplaints  which  they  heard  with  a  timely  jeft« 

But  their  wit  was  not  more  fucce&ful  on  thi$,  than  on  other  occa-f 
lions  I  their  imaginations  were  foon  exhauftcd,  ai)d  they  found  as  a| 
other  times,  that  they  muft  have  recourf^  to  ntyr  expedients.  Thji 
£rft  artifice  of  (hallow  courtiers  is  to  elude  with  promifes  thofe^  eom-y 
plaints  which  they  cannot  confute,  a  pradice  thait  require§  np  utVr 
derftaivUng  or  knowledge,  and  therefore  has  been  gei^rall]t  followed 
by  the  adminiftration.  This  artifice  they  quickly  made  ufe  p|^ 
when  they  found  that  neither  the  merchants  nor.  the  nation  wen^.f ft 
be  filenced  by  an  affbdlation  of  negligen<:e,  or  the  (allies  of  mirth  i 
th^t  it  was  no  longer  fafe  to  jeft-  upon  the  ipiferies  of  their  country* 
men,  the  defiru£tion  of  our  trade,  and  the  violapoi)  of  o^r  rr^t^ 
.they  condefcended  therefore  to  fpq^e  appearances  of  cpippa(fion,  ;^n4 
promifcd  tp  exert  a}l  their  influence  to  procure  redrefs  an4 
fccurity.  .    .  •,  . 

That  th^y  might  not  appear.  Sir,  to  havemgdc  this  promife  quly 
to  free  themfelve^  from  pre(ent  importunity,  they  fet  negotiations  on 
foot^  iiipdffh^d  memorials,  remonllrances,«propo(jti9us,  and  coxn^ 
putaiions,  and  with  an  air  of  gravity  and  importance,  aflcmblcd  a| 
proper  tjn^s'to:  perufe  the  intelligence  which  they  received,  and  to 
concert  new  in(bu<5lions  for  their  minifters. 

While  this  farce  was  a<^ed,  ^ir,  innumerable  artiiiCcs  were  made 
ulb  of  to  reconcile  the  nation  to  fufpcnce  and  del^y.  Sometimes  tho 
4iftfnce  of  tibe  Spani(h  doixrinions  in  America;  retarded  the  deciiioq 
of  our  claims.  Sometimes  the  dilatory  difpofition  of  the  Spaniards, 
9nd  the  e(^abli(hed  methods  of  their  courts,  made  it  impoflible  tQ 
procure  a  more  (peedy  determination.  Sometimes  orders  were  dif'- 
patched  to  America  in  favour  of  our  trade,  and  fometimes  thofe 
orders  were  negledted  by  the  captains  6f  the  SpaniQi  (hips,  and  tlie 
governors  of  their  provinces  ^  and  when  it  was  enquired  why  thofe 
captains  and  governors  were  not  puniflied  of  recalled,  we  were 
treated  with  contempt  for  not  knowing  what  had  been  fo  lately  tokl 
us  of  the  dilatory  proceedings  of  the  Spani(h  courts,    .      ^ 

I|i  the  n:\ean  time  our  merchants*  Were  plundered,  and  otir  faiiors 
fhrown  intp  dMAgeon^ ;  Ojur  flag  i^as  infulted,.  and  our  navigatioi^ 
reftrained,  by  men  a(^ing  umkt  the  commiflion  of  the  King  of 
^pain  I  we  perceived  no  e^6l  of  our  negotiations  but  the  expence,,' 
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tad  our  enemies  not  only  ihfifted  on  their  former  claimd,  btit  ^rofe* 
I    etited  them  with  tlie  utmoft  rigour,  infolence^  and  cruelty. 

.It  muft  indeed.  Sir,  be  urged  in  favour  of  our  miniftcr,  that  ht 
did  fiot  refuft  ahy  ad  of  fubmiffion,  or  omit  any  method  of  fupph'- 
cation  by  which  h^  might  hope  to  foften  the  Spaniards ;  he  fblicxted 
Aeir  favour  at  th^Ir  own  court,  he  fent  comraiflaries  into  thefr 
country,  he  affifted  them  in  taking  pofleffion  of  dominions^  to  which 
neither  we  nor  they  have  proved  a  right }  and  he  employed  the  navies 
of  Britain  to  tranfport  into  Italy  the  Prince  on  whom  the  new 
creded  kingdom  was  to  be  conferred.  - 

Well  might  he  exped  that  the  Spaniards  would  be  foft^ned  by  fy 
much  kindneis  and  forbearance,  and  that  gratitude  would  at  length 
induce  them  to  fpare  thofe  whom  no  injuries  or  contempt  had  been 
iUe  to  alienate  from  them,  and  to  allow  .thofe  a  free  courfe  through 
die  feas  of  America,  to  whom  they  had  been  indebted  for  an  unin- 
terrupted paflage  to  the  pofleflion  of  a  kingdom. 

He  might  likewife  urge,  Sir,  that  when  he  was  obliged  to  make 
war  upon  them,  he  was  fo  tender  of  their  intcreft,  that  the  Britifli 
admiral  was  fent  out  with  orders  rather  to  deftroy  his  own  fleet  than 
the  galleons,  which  in  appearance  he  was  fent  to  take,  and  to  perifli 
by  the  inclemency  of  the  climate,  rather  than  enter  the  Spanifli  ports^ 
tsrnfji  their  colonies,  or  plunder  their  towns. 

But  to  little  purpofc.  Sir,  did  our  minifter  implore-the  compsrffioil 
of  the  Spaniards,  and  reprefent  the  benefits  by  which  we  might 
daim  it;,  for  his  compliance  was  by  the  fubtie  Spaniards  attribilted 
not  to  kindnefs,  but  to  fear  ^  and  it  was  therefore  determined  to  re- 
dace  him  to  abfolute  flavery,  by  the  fame  praAices  which  had  already 
funk  him  to  fo  abje£l  a  ftate. 

■'  They  therefore  treated  our  remonftrances  with  contempt,  conti- 
nued their  infoience  and  their  oppreffions,  and  while  our  agent  was 
cringing  at  their  court  with  frcOi  inilrudlions  in  his  hand,  while  he 
was  hurrying  with  bufy  looks  from  one  grandee  to  another,  and  per- 
haps difinified  without  an  audience  one  day,  and  fent  back  in  the 
midft  of  his  haraYigue  on  another,  the  guardOiips  of  the  Spaniards 
continued  their  havock,  our  merchants  were  ruined,  and  our  (ailors 
tortured. 

At  length.  Sir,  the  nation  was  too  much  inflamed  to  be  any 
longer  amufed  with  idle  negotiations,  A  trifling  expedients^  the 
ftfccts  echoed  with  the  clamours  of  the  populace,  and  this  Hiouft 

was 


7^  DEBATEON  [dec.  S* 

vas  ci:owded  with  petitions  from  .the  merchants.    The  Honourable 

Perfon,  with  all  his  art,  found  himf&If  unable  any  longer  to  elade  4 
determination  of  this  aiFair»  Thofe  vi'hom  he  had  hithtrto  per- 
fixaded  that  he  had  failed  merely  for  want  of  abilities,  began  noiv  to 
fii^e£t  that  he  had  no  defire  of  better  fuccefsj  and  thofe  who  had 
kitherto  chearfully  merited  their  penfions  by  an  unihalcen  adherence 
to  all  his  mcafures^  who  had  extolled  his  wifdom  and  his  integrity 
with  all  the  confidence  of  fecurity,  began  now  to  be  (haken  by  the 
univer&lity  of  the  cenfures  which  the  open  fupport  of  periidjf 
brought  upon  them.  They  were  afraid  any  longer  to»  aiTert  what 
fhey  neither- believed  themfclves,  nor  could  perfuade  others  to  admit* 
The  mod  indolent  were  alarmed,  the  moft  obiliiute  convinced,  and 
the  moft  profligate  aibamed. 

What  could  now  be*done,  Sir^  to  gain  a  few  months,  to  (eciire 
a  fhort  interval  of  quiet  in  which  his  agents  might  be  employed  to 
dtfleminate  fome  new  falfehood,  bribe  to  his  p^rty  fome  new  vindi* 
cators,  or  lull  the  people  with  the  opiate  of  another  expedient,  with 
an  account  of  conceflions  from  the  court  of  Spain,  or  a  congrefs  U> 
compute  the  lofles,  and  adjuil  the  claims  of  our  merchants? 

Something  was  neceilarily  to  be  attempted,  and  orders  were  there* 
(ore  difpatched  by  our  minifter,  to  his  flave  at  the  court  of  Spain,  to 
procure  fome  (lipulations  that  might  have,,  at  leaft,  the  appearance 
cf  a  ftep  towards  the  concluflon  of  the  debate.  His  agent  obeyed 
trim  >^with  his  ufual  alacrity  and  addrefs,  and  in  time  fent  him,  for 
the  fatisfa£tion  of  the  Britiih  people,  the  celebrated  convention. 

The  convention.  Sir,  has  been  fo  lately  difcufled,  is  fo  particu* 
larly  remembered,  and  fo  univerfatly  condeihned^  that  it  would  be 
an  unjuftiiiable  prodigality  of  time  to  expatiate  upon  it.  'There 
"were  but  few  in  the  laft  fenate,  and  I  hope  there  arc  none  in  this, 
who  did  not  fee  the  meannefs  of  fufFering  inconteflable  claims  to  be 
dLTputed  by  commiiTaries,  the  injiiftice  of  the  demand  which  waf 
made  upon  the  South -Sea  Company,  and  the  contemptuous  info* 
lence  of  amufmg  us  with  the  fhadow  of  a  (lipulation,  which  was  ta 
Taiuflx  into  nothing,  uulcfs  we  purchafed  a  ratification  of  it,  by 
paying  what  we  did  not  owe. 

The  c6nventi'->p.  thvrefore,  Sir,  was  fo  far  from  pacifying,  that  it 
only  exafperateu  the  nation,  and  took  from  our  minifter  the,  power 
cf  L«:iing  any  lor.c;cr  opL-:fly  in  favour  of  the  Spaniards^  of  Ivbom 
i:  Uiuii  be  ccrif'-CwJ,  ihiit  their  Y»'iidoin  was  overpowered  by  thctr 

pride^ 
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pride»  and  that^  for  the  fake  of  ihfwiog  to  all  the  powers  of  Europe 
tbe  dependence  in  which  they  held  the  Court  of  Briuin,  they  took 
Bom  their  friends  the  power  of  ferving  them  any  longer,  and  made  it 
unfafe  for  tbem  to  pay  that  fubmiffion  to  which  they  were  inclined* 

The  Spaniards  did  not  fufficiently  diftinguiOi  between  the  nation 
and  the  miniflry  of  Britain,  nor  fufpeSed  that  their  interefts,  in- 
clinations, and  opinions  were  dire£Uy  oppofite ;  and  that  diofe  who 
were  careHed,  feared,  and  reverenced  by  the  miniftry,  were  by  the  . 
people  hated,  defpifed,  and  ridiculed. 

fiy  enflaving  our  miniftry,  the;y  weaUy  imagined  that  they  had 
conquered  our  nation ;  nor  perhaps.  Sir,  would  they  quickly  have 
difcovered  their  niiftake,  had  they  ufed  their  victory  with  greater 
moderation,  cbndcfcended  to  govern  their  new  province  with  lefe 
rigour,  and  fent  us  laws  in  any  other  forip  than  that  of  the 
convention. 

But  the  fecurity  which  fuccefs  excites,  produced  in  them  tbe  (ame 
cSeds  as  it  has  often  done  in  others,  and  deftroyed  in  feme  degree  the 
advantages  of  the  conqueft  by  whicE  it  was  infpired.  The  laft  proof 
of  their  contempt  of  our  Sovereign  and  our  nation,  was  too  flagrant 
to  be  palliated,  and  too  publick  not  to  be  refented.  The  cries  of  the 
nation  v^re  redoubled,  the  folicitations  of  tbe  merchants  renewed, 
the  abfurdity  of  out^  paft  condu^  expofed,  the  meannefs  of  ohr  for- 
bearance reproached^  and  the  neceiTity  of  more  vigorous  meafures 
evidently  proved. 

The  friends  of  Spain  difcovered.  Sir,  at  length,  that  war  was 
neceflarily  to  be  proclaimed,  and  that  it  would  be  no  longer  their  in^ 
tereft  to  a  A  in  open  oppofition  to  juftice  and  reafon,  to  the  policy  of 
aO  ages,  and  remonftrances  of  the  whol^  nation. 

The  minifter,  therefore,  after  long  delays,  after  having  run  round  the 
circle  of  all  his  artifices,  and  endeavouring  to  intimidate  the  nation 
bj  £ilie  reprefentations  of  the  power  of  our  enemies,  and  the  danger 
of  an  invaGon  from  them,  at  length  fuffered  war  to  be  proclaimed, 
though  not  till  he  had  taken  all  precautions  that  might  difappotnt  ms 
of  fuccefs. 

He  knew  that  tbe  ftate  of  the  Spanifh  dominions  expofed  them  ^n 

s  particular  manner  to  fudden  incurfions  by  fmall  parties,  and  that  in 

fenner  wars  againft  them,  our  chief  advantage  had  been  gained  by  the 

.  lioldnefs  and  fubtility  of  private  adventurers,  who  by  hovering  ov^r 

tbeircoafts  in  fnuU  veflels^  without  raifing  the  alarms  which  the  fight 

of 


of  d  rtJyal  ftiivy  neccflafny  pfodiiees,  had  difcovcred  opportunities  6f 
landing  unfcXpcSedly,  and  cnteriiig  tlieir  towiis  by  furprife,  of  plund&V 
ing  this'it  WtzUhy  {hips,dr  enriching  thcmfclvesty  ranfoms  and  compo- 
fitibns  jlicknewthat  iiico'nfidcrablc  bodies  of  rtien,  incited  by  private  ad- 
t'antiige,  feleded  with  care  for  particular  cxf-cditions,  iiiftriided  by  fc- 
cttrt  intelligence,  arid  concealed  by  thefmallnefs  of  their  numbers,*had 
fbund  means  to  march  up  into  the  country  through  ways  which 
Wbuld  ticVfcr  have  b^en -attempted  by  regular  forces',  and  have  brought 
vpoR  the  Spaniards  more  terror  and  diftrefs  than  could  have  been 
produced  by  a  powerful  army,  however  carefully  difclplincd,  or 
however  ikilfully  commaotied.  * 

It  iVa^  therefore.  Sir,  his  firft  care  to  fecurc  his  darling  Spaniards 
iotti  thfe  pernicious  defigrt^  of  private  adventurers";  *he  knew  not  but 
fomc  tf' Elizabeth's  hei-o^s  might  unfortunately  revive,  and  terrify 
with  an  unexpcdled  invafion  the   remoteft  corners  of  the    Spanifli 
colonies,  or  appear  before  their  ports  with  his  nimble  floops,  and  bid 
defiance  to  their  navies  and  their  garrifons.     When  therefore  a  bill 
iKpas  introduced  into  this  Houfe,  by  which  encouragement  was  given 
to  the  fabjefls  of  this  kingdom  to  fit  out  privateer-s,  and  by  which 
•  "Hiofe  who  (hould  conquer  any  of  the  colonics  of  the  Spaniards,  were 
•cof£rmed  in  the  p6fleffion  of  them  for  ever,  it  cannot  be  forgotten 
with  wliat  2eal  he  oppofed,  and  with  what  fteadinefs  he  rejeSed  it, 
*Aoagh  it  fs  not  poffible  to  affign  any  difadVantage  which  could  have 
been  produced  by  pafEng  it,  and  the  titmoft  that  could  be  urged 
againft  it  wns,  that  it  was  unneceflary  and  uTclefs. 
*    Having  thus  difcouraged  that  method  of  war  which  was  moft  to  be 
dreaded  by  our  enetnies,  and  left  them  little  to  fear  but  from  national 
forces  and  public  preparations,  his  next  care  was  to  (tfcure  thfem  from 
:zaj  dcRrufiivc  blow,  by  giving  them  time  t6  equip  their  fleets,  col- 
ieft  their  forces,  repair  their  fortifications,  garrifon  thtir  towns,  and 
regulate  their  trade  ;  for  this  purpofc  he  delayed,   as  long  as'  it  was 
polBbfc,  the  difpatch  of  our  navies,  embarrafted  our  levies  of  failors 
by  the  violence  of  impreiTcs,  violence  which  proper  encouragement 
and  regulations  might  have  made  unneceflary,  and  fufferc'd  the  pri- 
vateers of  the  enemy  to  plunder  our  merchants  without  controul, 
umkr  pretence  that  fliips  of  war  could  not  be  iftationcd,  nor  convoys 
ffovided  for  their  protcfiion. 

At  length  fevcral  fleets  were  fitted  out,  Vernon  was  fcnt  to  Amc- 
■fxuj  an*  Haddock  into  the  Mediterranean,  with  w^iitcoJnfcqciclfttes 

->  it 
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it  is  wdl  knowii)  nor  Ihould  I  mention  them  at  this  time,  had  I  not* 
been  awakened  to  the  remembrance  of  them  by  a  propofid  of  thanks 
fer  the  condu£i  of  the  war. 

The  behaviour  of  the  two  Admirals  was  very  different ;  though  it 
has  not  yet  appeared  but  that  their  orders  were  the  fame.  Vernon 
widi  fix  (hips  deftroyed  thofe  fortifications,  before  which  Holier 
ibraierly  periflied,  in  obedience  to  the  commands  of  our  miniftry. 
How  this  fuccefs  was  received  by  the  minifler  and  his  adherents,  how 
much  they  were  offended  at  the  exultations  of  the  populace,  how  evi- 
dendy  they  appeared  to  confider  it  as  a  breach  of  their  fcheme,  and  a 
deviation  firom  their  directions,  the  whole  nation  can  relate. 

Nor  is  it  to  be  forgotten.  Sir,  how  invidioufly  the  minifier  himfelf 
endeavoured  to  extenuate  the  honour  of  that  adlion,  by  attempting  to 
procure  in  the  Addrefs,  which  was  on  that  occaiion  prefented  to  his 
Majefty,  a  fuppreffion  of  the  number  of  the  (hips  with  which  he  per- 
formed it. 

In  the  mean  time.  Sir,  the  nation  expe£led  accounts  of  the  fame 
kmd  iirom  the  Mediterranean,  where  Haddock  was  ilationed  with  a 
very  confiderable  force ;  but  inftead  of  relations  of  ports  bombarded^ 
and  towns  plundered,  of  navies  deftroyed,  and  villages  laid  in  alhes» 
ve  were  daily  informed  of  the  loiTes  of  our  merchants,  whofc  (hips 
were  taken  almoft  within  fight  of  our  fquadrons. 

We  had  indeed  once  the  fatisfadlion  of  hearing  that  the  fleet  of 
Spain  was  confined  in  the  port  of  Cadiz,  unprovided  with  proviiionst 
and  it  was  ra(hly  reported  that  means  would  either  be  found  of  de- 
(hroying  them  in  the  harbour,  or  that  they  would  be  (hut  up  in  that 
unfruitful  part  of  the  country,  till  they  (hould  be  obliged  to  difband 
their  crews. 

We  therefore.  Sir,  bore  with  patience  the  daily  havock  of  our 
trade,  in  expe£hition  of  the  entire  deftruftion  of  the  royal  navy  of 
Spain,  which  would  reduce  them  to  defpair  of  refiftance,  and  compel 
them  to  implore  peace.  But  while  we  were  flattering  ourfelves  with 
thofe  pleaflng  dreams,  we  were  wakened  on  a  fudden  with  an  aftoni(h« 
iflg  account  that  the  Spaniards  had  left  Cadiz,  and  without  any  in« 
terrnption  from  the  Britons,  were  taking  in  provifions  at  Ferrol. 

This  difappointment  of  our  expectations  did  indeed  difcourage  us,, 
but  not  deprive  us  of  hope ;  we  knew  that  the  moft  politic  are  fome- 
times  deceived,  and  that  the  moft  vigilant  may  fometimes  relax'  their ' 
attention ;  we  did  not  expert  in  our. commanders  any  exemption  froxa- 
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humafi  fcm>i>)  dnd  rfrquirttd  only  that  they  (hoald  end^vour  tx>  cepair 
their  fiiihiresi  and  corrcft  their  miftakes  i  and  therefore  waited  with- 
out clamour,  in  expectation  that  what  was  omitted  at  Cadiz  would 
ht  perfbrtned  at  Ferroh 

But  tio  fooner,  Sir^  had  the  Spaniards  ftored  their  fleet,  than  wcr 
were  furprifed  with  a  revolution  of  affairs  yet  more  wonderful*  Hftd« 
dock,  rnftead  e(  remaining  before  Ferrol,  was  drawn  off  by  £ame 
chimerical  alarm  to  proteA  Minorca,  and  the  Spaniards  in  die  meaa 
time  failed  away  to  America,  in  conju<Q<Stion  with  the  French 
(quadron  that  had  been  for  fome  time  ready  for  the  voyage* 

If  w€  confider  the  abfurdity  of  this  coiidud,  it  cannot  but  be 
imagined  that  our  minifler  muft  fend  Haddock  hi£t  intelligence  and 
treaiTherous  diredlons,  on  purpofe  that  the  Spanifli  fleet  might  elcape 
without  interruption.  For  how  can  it  be  conceived  that  ibe 
Spaniards  could  have  formed  any  real  defign  of  befieging  port  Mo- 
hon  ?  Was  it  probable  diat  they  would  have  fent  an  army  in  de- 
feaod^  tran^orts,  into  the  jaws  of  die  Britifh  fleet?  and  it  was  well 
known  that  diey  had  no  fliips  of  war  to  prote<^  them.  It  was  not 
very  agreeable  to  common  policy  to  land  an  army  upon  an  ifland,  an 
ifland  wholly  deftitute  of  provifions  for  their  fupport,  while  an  hoftile 
navy  was  in  pofieffion  of  the  fea,  by  which  the  fortrefs  which  their 
troops  were  deftined  to  befiege  might  be  daily  fupplied  with  necef* 
faries,  and  the  garrifon  augmented  with  new  forces,  while  their  aTttiy 
would  be  itfelf  befieged  in  a  barren  ifland,  without  provifions,  widi-^ 
out  recruits,  without  hope  of  iiiccour  or  poffibility  of  fuccefa. 

But  fuch  was  the  folicitude  of  our  Admiral  for  the  pt^fervation  ^ 
Minorca,  that  he  abandoned  his  ftation,  and  fuffered  the  Spaniards 
to  join  their  confederates  of  France,  and  proiecute  their  voyage  to 
America  without  hindrance  or  purfuit. 

In  America  they  remained  for  fome  time  niKiflers  of  the  fea,  and 
confined  Vernon  to  the  ports ;  but  want  of  provifions  obliging  the 
JF'rencb  to  return,  no  invafion  of  our  colonies  was  attempted,  nor 
any  of  thofe  deftruSive  meafures  purfued  which  we  had  reafen  to 
fi^ar,  and  of  which  our  minifter,  notwithftanding  his  wooderfU 
fagacity,  could  not  have  foretold  that  they  would  have  been  defeated 
by  an  uneiq;)e£te4  fearcity  of  vi£luals. 

The  Spaniards^  however,  gained  by  this  expedient  time  to  repair 
Ufaeir  forttficatioits,  ftrengthen  their  garrifons,  and  diipofethetr  fcrces 
ifi  4lie«ioft  adv^itageous  nuumer ;  and  th^rcfore»  though  they  were 


A.  1741*]  T   H    B      A   D   B    R    £    S   S.  83 

not  enabled  to  atUck  our  dominionsi^  had  at  leaft  an^  opportunity  of 
fecuring  their  own. 

At  length,  Sir,  left  it  ihould  be  indifputably  evident  that  our  nii« 
ttifter  was  in  confederacy  widi  the  Spaniards,  it  was  determined,  that 
dieir  American  territories  Ihould  be  invaded ;  but  care  was  taken  to 
diiappoint  the  fuccefi  of  the  expedition  by  employing  new  railed 
troops,  and  officers  without  experience,  and  to  make  it  burthenfoite 
fo  the  nation  by  a  double  number  of  officers,  of  which  no  ufe  could 
be  difcovered,  but  that  of  increafing  the  influence,  and  multiplying 
die  dependants  of  the  miniftry. 

It  was  not  thought  fufficient.  Sir,  to  favour  the  deligns  of  the 
Spaniards  by  die  delay  which  the  levy  of  new  troops  neceflarily  pro- 
duced, and  to  encourage  them  by  the  probability  of  an  eafy  refiftance 
againft  raw  forces  5  nor  was  the  nation,  in  the  opinion  of  the  thinif- 
ter,  puniihed  for  its  rebellion  againft  him  with  adequate  fe verity,  by 
being  condemned  to  fupport  a  double  number  of  troops.  Some  other 
methods  were  to  be  uied  for  embarraffing  our  prq>arations  and  pro« 
tra^ng  the  war. 

The  troops,  therefore,  Sir,  being  by  the  accident  of  a  hard  winter 
more  fpeedily  raifed  than  it  wa$  reafonable  toexpeft,  were  detained  in 
this  ifland  for  feveral  months,  upon  trivial  pretences  ^  and  were  at 
kngth  fuficred  to  embark  at  a  time  when  it  was  well  known  that  they 
would  have  much  more  formidable  enemies  than  the  Spaniards  to  en- 
counter $  when  the  unhealdiy  feafon  of  the  American  climate  muft 
neceflarily  deftroy  them  by  thoufimds ;  when  the  air  itfelf  was  poifony 
and  to  be  wounded  certainly  death. 

Thefe  were  the  hardfliips  to  which  part  of  our  fellow-fubje&  have 
been  expofed  by  the  tyranny  of  the  minifter ;  hardfliips  which  caution 
could  not  obviate,  nor  bravery  furmount  i  they  vrere  fent  to  combat 
Hith  nature,  to  encounter  widb  the  blafts  of  difeafe,  and  to  make  war 
againft  the  elements*  They  were  fent  to  feed  the  vultures  of  Ame- 
rica, and  to  gratify  the  Spaniards  with  an  eafy  conqueft. 

In  the  paflage  the  Genend  died,  and  the  command  devolved  upon  a 
man  who  had  never  feen  an  enemy,  and  was  therefore  only  a  fpecula- 
five  warrior ;  an  accident,  which  as  it  was  not  unlikely  to  happen, 
would  have  been  provided  againft  by  any  minifter  who  wiftied  for 
fttccefs.  The  melancholy  event  of  this  expedition  I  need  not  men- 
tion, it  was  liich  as  might  be  reafonaUy  expe£ied ;  when  our  troops 
were  lent  out  without  difcipline,  vrithout  commanders,  into  a  country 

G  z  where 


S4  DEBATEON  [dec.  8# 

where  even  the  dews  are  fatal  againft  enemies  informed  of  their  ap- 
proach, fccured  by  fortifications,  inured  to  the  climate,  well  provided 
aAd  (kilfuUy  commanded. 

In  the  mean  time,  Sif,  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten  what  depredations 
were  made  upon  our  trading  vcfTcls,  with  what  infolence  fliips  of  very 
little  force  approached  our  coafts,  and  feized  our  merchants  in 
fight  of  our  fortifications ;  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten  that  the  conduct 
of  fome  of  thofe  who  owed  their  revenues  and  power  to  the  miniftcr, 
gave  yet  ftronger  proofs  of  a  combination. 

It  is  not  to  be  forgotten  witl\  what  effrontery  the  loflcs  of  our  mer- 
chants were  ridiculed,  with  what  contemptuous  triumph  of  revenge 
they  were  charged  with  the  guilt  of  this  fatal  war,  and  how  publickly 
they  were  condemned  to  fufFer  for  their  folly. 

For  this  reafon.  Sir,  they  were  either  denied  the  fecurity  of  con- 
voys, or  forfaken  in  the  moft  dangerous  parts  of  the  fea,  by  thofe  to 
whofe  prcteftion  they  were,  in  appearance,  committed.  For  this 
reafon,  they  were  either  hindered  from  engaging  in  their  voyage  by 
the  lofs  of  thofe  men  who  were  detained  unadive  in  the  ihips  of  war, 
or  deprived  of  their  crews  upon  the  high  feas,  or  fuSered  to  proceed 
only  to  become  a.  prey  to  the  Spaniards. 

But  it  was  not,  Sir,  a  fufKcient  gratification  of  our  implacable 
minifter,  that  the  merchants  were  diftrefled  for  alarming  tfie  nation  ; 
it  was  thought  likewife  nccelTary  to  punifli  the  people  for  believing 
too  eafily  the  reports  of  the  merchants,  and  to  warn  them  for  ever 
again  daring  to  imagine  themfelves  able  to  difcern  their  own  interefl:, 
or  to  prefcribe  other  meafurcs  to  the  minifters,  than  they  fhould  be 
themfelves  inclined  to  purfue ;  our  minifter  was  rcfolved  to  Ihew 
them,  by  a  mafler-flroke,  that  it  was  in  his  power  to  difappoint  their 
defires  by  fecming  to  comply,  and  to  deflroy  their  commerce  and 
their  happinefs,  by  the  very  means  by  which  they  hoped  to  fecure 
them. 

For  this  purpofe.  Sir,  did  this,  great  man  fummon  all  his  poli- 
ticks together,  and  call  to  council  all  his  confidents  and  all  his  de- 
pendants, and  it  was  at  length,  after  mature  deliberation,  determined 
by  their  united  wifdom,  to  put  more  (hips  into  commiillon,  to  aggra- 
vate the  terrors  of  the  imprefs  by  new  violence  and  fevcrity,  to  drav^ 
the  failors  by  the  promife  of  large  rewards  from  the  fervice  of  the 
merchants,  to  collect  a  mighty  fleet,  and  to  difpatch  it  on  a  fecrd 
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A  fccrct  expedition.  Sir,  is  a  new  term  of  mintfterial  art,  a  term 
which  may  have  been  perhaps  formerly  mlde  ufe  of  by  foldiers,  for  a 
defign  to  be  executed  without  giving  the  enemy  an  opportunity  of 
providing  for  their  defence  ;  but  is  now  ufed  for  a  defign  with  which 
the  enemy  is  better  acquainted  than  th'ofe  to  whom  the  execution  of  it 
is  committed.  A  fecret  expedition  is  now  an  expedition  of  which 
every  one  knows  the  defign,  but  thofe  at  whofe  expence  it  is  under** 
taken.  It  is  a  kind  of  naval  review,  which  excels  thofe  of  the  Park 
in  magnificence  and  expence,  but  is  equally  ufdefs,  and  equally 
ridiculous. 

Upon  thefe  fecret  expeditions,  however,  were  fixed  for  a  long 
time  the  expedbtions  of  the  people ;  they  faw  all  the  appearances  of 
preparation  for  real  war ;  they  were  informed,,  th^t  the  workmen  in 
die  docks  were  retained  by  uncommon  vrages  to  do  double  duty  \  they 
bw  the  moft  fpecious  encouragements  gfFered  to  the  failors ;  they 
faw  naval  ilores  accumulated  with  the  utmoft  induftry,  heard  of  no* 
thing  but  the  proof  of  new  cannon,  and  new  contra^s  for  provifion ; 
and  how  much  reafon  foever  they  had  to  queftion  the  fi'n^erity  of  the 
great  man  who  had  fo  long  engroiTed  the  management  of  all  affairs, 
they  did  not  imagine  that  he  was  yet  fo  abandoned  to  levy  forces 
only  to  exhauft  their  money,  and  equip  fleets  only  to  expofe  them  to 
ridicule. 

When  therefore.  Sir,  after  the  ufual  delays,  the  papers  had  in* 
formed  the  people  that  the  great  fleet  was  failed,  they  no  longer 
doubted  that  the  Spaniards  were  to  be  reduced  to  our  own  terms ; 
they  expeded  to  be  told  in  a  few  days,  of  the  deflru<Slion  of  fleet:»^ 
the  demolition  of  cafUes,  and  the  plunder  of  cities ;  and  every  one 
envied  the  fortune  of  thofe  who,  by  being  admitted  into  their  formi* 
dable  fleet,  were  entitled  to  the  treafures  of  fuch  wealthy  enemies. 

When  they  had  for  fome  time  indulged  thefc  expcdbtions,  an  ac- 
count was  brought,  that  the  fleet  was  returned  without  the  leafl 
action,  or  the  leafl  attempt,  and  that  new  provifions  were  to  be  taken 
in,  that  they  might  fet  out  upon  another  ficret  expedition* 

But,  Sir,  this  wonder-working  term  had  now  loft  its  efficacy, 
and  it  was  difcovered,  that  fecret  expeditions^  like  all  other  fecret 
firviees^  were  only  expedients  to  drain  the  money  of  tlw  people,  and 
to  conceal  the  ignorance  or  villainy  of  the  minifler. 

Such  has  been  the  condud  for  which  we  are  defircd  to  returi|. 
tbaol^  in  an  humble  and  dutiful  Addrefs,  fuch  are  the  tranfadions 

G  3  which 


irhu:h  we  are  to  recommend  to  the  approbation  of  our  conftituentS) 
and  fuch  the  triumphs  upon  which  we  muft  congratulate  our 
fovereign. 

For  my  part,  .Sirf  I  cannot  but  think  that  filence  is  a  cenfure  too 
gentle  of  that  wickednefs  which  no  language  can  exaggerate,  aiu) 
for  which,  as  it  has  perhaps  no  exampre,  human  kind  have  not  yet 
provided  a  name/  Murder,  parricide,  and  treafon,  are  modeft  ap- 
pellations when  referred  to  that  condud  by  which  a  King  is  be«» 
Irayed,  and  a  nsuion  ruined,  under  pretence  of  promoting  its  iii'« 
tereft,  by  a  man  trufted  with  the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs. 

Let  us  therefpre.  Sir,  if  it  be  thought  not  prq>er  to  lay-before  his 
Majefty  the  fentiments  of  his  people  in  their  full  extent,  at  leaft  not 
endeavour  to  conceal  them  from  him  i  let  us  at  leaft  addreis  him  in 
luch  a  manner  as  may  give  him  feme  occafion  to  enquire  into  the 
]ate  tranfadions)  which  have  for  many  years  been  fuch,  that  to  en* 
quire  into  them  is  to  condemn  them. 

Sir  R.OBI&T  Wauolb  rofe  again,  and  fpoke  to  this  tBkSt :— - 
Sir,  Though  I  am  far  from  being  either  confounded  or  intimidated 
by  this  atrocious  charge }  though  I  am  confident,  that  all  the  mea- 
fures  which  have  been  fo  damorouily  cenfured,  will  admit  of  a.  very 
eaiy  vindication,  and  that  whenever  they  are  explained  they  will .  be 
approved ;  yet  as  an  accufation  fo  complicated  cannot  be  confuted 
widiout  a  long  recapitulation  of  paft  events,  and  a  deduSion  of 
many  particular  circumftances,  fome  of  which  may  require  evidence^ 
and  fome  a  very  minute  and  prolix  explication,  I  cannot  think  tliis 
a  proper  day  for  engaging  in  the  controverfy,  becaufe  it  is  my  intereft 
that  it  may  be  accurately  difcufled. 

At  preient.  Sir,  I  (hall  content  myfelf  with  bare  aflertions,  like 
tiiofe  of  him  by  whom  I  am  accufed,  and  hope  they  will  not  be  heard 
with  lefs  attention,  or  received  with  lefs  belief.  For  furely  it  was 
never  denied  to  any  man  to  deftnd  himfelf  w;tb  the  dime  weapons 
widi  which  he  is  attacked. 

I  ihall  therefore.  Sir,  make  no  fcruple  to  ai&rt,  diat  the  treafure 
of  the  public  has  been  employed  with  the  utmoft  frugality  to  promote 
the  purpofes  for  which  it  was  granted ;  that  our  foreign  afiairi  have 
been  traniaded  with  the  utmoft  fidelity,  in  purfuance  of  long  con- 
foltations ;  and  (hall  venture  to  add,  that  our  fuccefe  has  not  been 
fiich  as  ought  to  produce  any  fufpicion  of  negligence  or  treachery. 

.     .  That 
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That  our  defign  againft  Cartbagena  was  defeated,  cannot  be 
denied ;  but  what  war  has  been  one  continued  feries  of  fucceis  ?  In 
the  late  war  with  France,  of  which  the  conduS  has  been  fo  lavilhly 
celebrat^d>  did  no  defigns  mifcarry  i  If  we  conquered  at  Ramillies, 
were  we  not  in  our  turn  beaten  at  Almanza  ?  If  we  deftroyed  the 
Fiench  fbips,  was  it  not  always  with  fome  lo(s  of  our  own  ?  And 
fince  the  fufferitigs  of  our  merc)iants  have  been  mentioned  with  fo 
much  acrimony,  do  not  the  lifts  of  the  ihips  taken  in  that  war,  prove 
duit  the  depredations  of  privateers  cannot  be  entirely  prevented  ? 

The  di&ppoiniment.  Sir,  of  the  public  expectation  by  the  return 
of  the  fleets,  has  been  charged  upon  the  admlniftration,  as  a  crime 
too  enormous  to  be  mentioned  without  horror  and  deteftation.  That 
the  miniftry  have  not  the  elements  in  their  power,  that  they  do  not 
preicribe  the  courfe  of  the  wind,  is  a  fufficieht  proof  of  their  negli- 
gence and  weaknefs  :  with  as  much  juftice  is  it  charged  upon  them, 
that  the  expedations  of  the  populace,  which  they  did  not  raxfe,  and 
to  which  perhaps  the  conqueft  of  a  Jcingdom  had  not  been  equal, 
failed  of  being  gratified. 

'  I  am  very  far  from  hoping  or  defiring  that  the  Houfe  fhould  be 
Eitisfied  with  a  defence  like  this ;  I  know,  by  obferving  the  pradice 
of  the  opponents  of  the  miniftry,  what  fallacy  may  be  cpncealed  in 
general  aiTertions,  and  am  fo  hr  from  wiihing  to  evade  a  more  exa^ 
enquiry,  that  if  the  Gentleman  who  has  thus  publicly  and  confidently 
accufed  the  miniftry,  will  name  a  day  for  examining  the  ftate  of  the 
nation,  I  will  fecond  his  motion. 

[The  Addrefs  was  at  length  agreed  to,  without  a  divifion.] 

Mr.  PuLTENEY  then  moved.  That  the  ftate  of  the  nation  fhould 
be  confldered  fix  weeks  hence  ;  Sir  Robert  Walpole  feconded  th^ 
motion,  and  it  was  unanimoully  agreed.  That  this  Houfe  will,  on 
the  lift  of  next  month,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  to  conftder  of  the  ftate  of  the  nation.  But  when  that  day 
came.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  having  been  able  to  defeat  a  motion  which 
Was  to  refer  fome  papers  to  a  fecret  committee,  the  conflderation  of 
the  ftate  of  the  nation  was  put  off  for  a  fortnight  i  but  on  the  eve 
lof  that  day,  both  Houfes  adjourned  for  fourteen  days,  during  which 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  refigned  his  employments  of  Firft  Lord  of  the 
Treafury,  and  Chancellor  and  Under  Treafurer  of  his  Majefty's  Ex- 
chequer ;  and  was  created  a  Peer,  by  the  title  of  Lord  Walpole,  and 
£ail  of  Orford. 

G4  HOUSE 


tt  PXBATSON  [mAUCH    9* 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 


March  9,  1741-1. 

On  a  Mitipn  for  inqmritig  into  the  CanduSl  of  Affair ^  ift  bum  and 

i^broady  during  the  loft  twenty  Tears^ 

Lord  Limerick  rofc^  and  (poke  in  the  following  manner :— Sir, 
As  I  an^  abfout  to  offer  to  the  Houfe  a  motion  of  the  higheft  impor- 
tance to  the  honour  and  happinefs  pf  our  country,  to  the  prefervatioii 
of  our  privileges^  and  the  continuance  of  our  conftitution,  I  make 
no  doubt  of  a  candid  attention  from  this  AfTembly,  and  hope  for  fuch 
a  determination  as  (hall  be  the  refult  not  of  external  influence*  but 
of  real  conviftion, 

I  pannot  but  cqngratulate  myfelf  'and  all  lovers  of  their  coiinfry^ 
that  we  are  arrived  at  a  time,  in  which  fuch  hopes  may  be  rationally 
indulged,  that  we  (ball  foon  fee  the  triumph  of  liberty,  and  thexenoT 
vation  of  fenatorial  freedom.  It  is  not  without  the  higheft  (atisfac* 
tion,  that  I  find  my  life  protraded  to  that  happy  day,  in  which  the 
yoke  of  dependence  has  been  Shaken  off,  and  the  fhackles  of  oppreflion 
have  been  broken;  in  which  truth  and  juftice  have  once  more  raifed 
up  their  heads,  and  obtained  that  regard,  which  had  fo  }ong  been 
paid  to  fplendid  wickednef^  and  fuccefsful  rapine. 

The  time  is  now  paft,  in  which  jt  was  meritorious  tq  harden  the 
heart  a^ainft  pity,  and  the  forehead  againft  (hame  ;  to  plunder  the 
people  by  needlefs  taxes,  and  infult  them  by  difplaying  their  fpoiU 
before  their  eyes,  in  luxurious  riot,  and  boundlefs  (nagqificence ; 
when  the  certain  method  of  obtaining  what  the  greatcft  part^  ^vcn 
of  good  men,  cannot  but  fomctimes  wifli  to  acquire^  intereft,  aflM- 
cnce,  and  honour,  was  an  imj^icit  refignation  to  authority,  a  defer- 
tion  of  all  principles,  defiance  of  all  cenfure,  and  aif  open  decl^ratioii 
againft  any  other  n^otivcs  of  aSion,  than  the  (pic  pjeafurc  of  fn  arbi- 
trary miniftcr. 

It  is  now.  Sir,  no  longpr  confidercd  a?  an  inl^ncc  of  difaffe<aion 
to  the  government,  to  reprefcnt'thc  mifcries  and  declare  the  opinion^ 

^  '     ."    '    of 
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of  the  people ;  to  propofe  their  intereft  as  the  great  bafis  of  govera* 
ment,  the  general  end  of  fociety,  and  the  parent  of  law*  It  is  now 
no  longer  criminal  to  affirm,  that  they  have  a  right  to  complain  when 
tliej  are  in  their  own  opinion  injured,  and  to  be  heard  when  they 
complain.  It  may  now  be  with  fafety  aflerted,  that  thofe  who  fwell 
with  the  pride  of  office^  and  glitter  with  the  magnificence  of  a  courts 
however  they  may  difplay  their  affluence*  or  boaft  their  titles,  with 
whatever  contempt  they  may  have  learned  of  late  to  look  upon  their 
feUow-fubjedb,  who  have  no  pofleffions  but  what  they  have  obtained 
by  their  induftry,  nor  any  honours  but  what  are  voluntarily  paid  to 
their  underftanding  and  their  virtue;  with  whatever  authority  they 
pay  di(5^te  to  their  dependents,  or  whatever  reverence  they  may 
cxad  from  a  long  fubordination  of  hirelings,  are,  amidft  all  their 
pomp  and  influence,  only  the  fervants  of  the  people,  entrufted  by 
them  with  the  adminiflrsttion  of  their  affairs,  and  accountable  to  them 
for  the  abufe  of  trufl. 

That  trufts  of  the  highefl  importance  have  been  long  abufed,  that 
the  fervants  of  the  people,  having  long  thought  themfelves  out  of  the 
reach  of  juftice,  and  above  .examination,  have  very  ill  difcharged|the 
offices  in  which  they  have  been  engaged,  that  the  public  advantage 
has  been  wholly  difregarded,  that  treaties  have  been  concluded  with- 
out any  regard  to  the  intereft  of  Britain,  and  that  our  foreign-  and 
fkimeftic  afiairs  have  been  managed  with  equal  ignorance,  negligence, 
or  wickednefs ;  the  prefent  ftate  of  Europe,,  and  the  calamities  of 
diis  country,  will  fufficiently  inform  us. 

If  we  furvey  the  condition  of  foreign  nations,  we  fball  find,  that 
die  power  and  dominions  of  the  family  of  Bourbon,  a  family  which 
has  never  had  any  other  defigns  than  the  extirpation  of  true  religion, 
and  the  univeriai  flavery  of  mankind,  have  been  daily  increafed. 
We  (hall  find  that  they  have  increafed  by  the  dedenfion  of  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria,  which  treaties  and  our  intereft  engage  us  to 
fupport. 

But  had  their  acquifitions  been  made  only  by  the  force  of  arms, 
had  they  grown  ftronger  only  by  victories,  and  more  wealthy  only  by 
plunder,  our  minifters  might  with  fome  appearance  of  reafon  have 
jmputed  theif  fifccefs  to  accident,  and  informed  us,  that  we  gained 
)n  the  mean  time  a  fufficient  counterbalance  to  thofe  advantages,  by 
an  uninterrupted  commerce,  and  by  the  felicity  of  peace ;  peace 
^pb  ia  cve;y  nation  has  be^n  found  to  produce  affluence,  and  of 

which 
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which  the  wifeft  men  hav«  thoughtt  that  h  could  fcarcety  be  todi 
iieariy  piirebAfed. 

B«t  peace  ha»  m  thi^  iifttion»  by  die  wonderfid  artifkes  of  our 
toiinifters,  been  the  parent  of  poverty  and  mifery ;  we  have  been  fa 
far  frbm  finding  our  ^omnierce  extended  by  it,  that  we  have  enjoyed 
it  only  by  a^  contemptibie  patieacc  of  the  moft  open  depredations^ 
by  a  long  connivance  at  piracy,  and  by  a  contimied  (ubmiffion  to 
mfttfts,  trhich  no  odier  nation  would  ha^e  borne. 

We  have  been  Co  far  from  feeing  any  part  of  our  taxes  remitted, 
that  we  have  been  loaded  with  more  rigorous  exadions  to  fopport  the 
cxpences  of  peace,  than  were  found  neceffiiry  to  defray  die  charges 
of  a  war  againft  thofe,  whofe  opulence  and  power  had  incited  them  to 
^Cfitt  to  the  dominion  of  the  world. 

Howthefe  taxes  have  been  employed,  and  why  our  trade  has  been 
negle£fced,  why  our  dlies  hkve  been  betrayed,  and  why  the  ancient 
enemies  of  our  country  have  been  fuSered  to  grow  powerful  by  our 
connivances,  it  is  now  dme  to  examine ;  and  therefore  I  move. 
That  a  comnrittee  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  die  conduAof  afiairs 
at  home  and  abroad  during  the  laft  twenty  years. 

Sir  John  St»  Aubik  then  fpoke  as  fellows  :<— £ir,  I  rife  tip  to 
fecond  this  motion ;  and,  as  die  noUe  Lord'  has  opened  it  m  fo  full 
and  proper  z  manner,  and  as  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  other  Gentlemeit 
are  ready  to  fupport  it,  more  pra^Hfed  in  (peaking,  of  greater  abifities 
and  authority  than  myfelf,  I  am  the  left  anxious  about  the  injury  it 
may  receive  from  the  part  I  bear  in  it.  I  think  die  propofition  is  (b 
evident  that  it  Wants  no  enforcement ;  it  comes  to  you  from  the 
voice  of  the  nation,  which^  thank  God,  has  at  laft  found  admittance 
within  thefe  wdls. 

Innocence  is  of  fo  delicate  a  nature,  that  it  cannot  bear  fu^cion, 
and  therefore  will  defire  enquiry;  becaufe  it  will  always  be  juftified 
by  it. ,  Guilt,  from  its  own  confcioufnefs,  will  ufe  fubterfuges,  and  fly 
to  concealment ;  and  the  more  righteous  and  authoritative  die  en- 
quiry, die  more  it  will  be  avoided ;  becaule  die  greater  will  be  the 
dread  of  punilhment. 

In  private  life,  I  am  contented  with  men's  virtues  only,  without 
feeking  for  opportunities  of  blame.  In  a  public  charader,  when 
national  grievances  cry  aloud  for  enquiry  and  juftice,  it  is  our  duty 
to  purfte  all  die  footfteps  of  guilt ;  and  the  loud,  the  pathedc  appeal 
of  mj  conftituents,  is  more  forcibly  j)erf«afive  dian  any  modve  of 

private 
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prifate  tendemefi.  This  appeal  is  not  the  clamour  of  fadton,  art- 
iiiOf  raifed  to  difturb  the  operation  of  government,  violent  fol  a 
while,  and  fbon  to  be  appeafed..  It  is  the  complaint  of  long  and 
pttient  fuflerings,  a  complaint  not  to  be  S\enced ;  and  ^ich  aH  en« 
deavours  to  fnpprefs  it,  would^  only  make  more  importunate  and 
damorons.  It  is  the  felema  appeal  of  the  whole  people,  of  the  united 
body  of  our  oonftituents,  in  this  time  of  national  calamity,  carneflly 
beieecbing  you,  in  a  legal  parliamentary  way,  to  redreis  their  griev* 
aooes,  to  revive  your  ancient  right  of  enquiry,  to  explore  the  molk 
remote  and  bidden  fources  of  iniquity,  to  deted  the  bold  authors 
of  their  diflrefs,  that  they  may  be  made  examples  of  national  juftice. 

It  is  to  you  they  appeal,  the  true,  the  genuine  reprefentative  of 
the  people.  Not  like  former  parliaments,  an  inftrument  erf"  flate,  the 
property  of  a  minifter,  purchafed  by  the  miffionari^s  of  corruption^ 
who  have  been  difperfed  through  the  kingdom,  and  furni(hed  with 
the  public  money  to  invade  all  natural  interefl,  by  poifoning  the 
oiocals  of  the  people.  Upon  this  rotten  foundation  has  been  erefied 
a  towering  fabric  of  corruption :  a  moft  dangerous  confpiracy  haa 
been  carried  on  again(t  the  very  eflence  of  our  conftitution,  a  formi- 
dable lyftem  of  minifterial  power  has  been  formed,  fallacioufly 
affiuning,  under  conftttutional  appearances,  the  name  of  legal  go« 
vemment. 

In  thisfyftem  we  have  feen  the  feveral  offices  of  adminiftration, 
flieanly  reiblving  themfelves  under  the  diredton  and  controul  of  one 
aian:  while  diis  fcheme  waspurfued,  the  nation  has  been  inglori- 
otifly  patient  of  foreign  indignities ;  our  trade  has  been  moft  fhame- 
faUy  negleded,  or  bafely  betrayed ;  a  war  with  an  impotent  enemy^ 
moft  amply  provided  for,  unfuccefsfuUy  carried  on;  the  £uth  aS 
treaties  broke ;  our  natural  allies  deferted,  and  weakened  even  by 
that  power,  which  we  now  dre^d  for  want  of  their  af&ftance. 

It  is  not  the  bare  removal  from  oflice  that  wHl  fatisfy  the  nation^ 
dpeciaOy  if  fucb  removal  is  dignified  with  the  higheft  marks  of  royal 
favour.  This  only  gives  mankind  a  reafenable  fear,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty  has  rather  condefcended  to  the  importunities,  than  adopted  the 
cpmon  of  his  people.    It  is  indeed  a  moft  gracious  condefcenfion,  a  1 

y^vj  high  inftance  of  his  Majefty's  juft  intentions  to  remove  any  of  "" 

bis  fervants  upon  national  fufpicion ;  but  it  will  give  his  Majefty  a  moft 
an&vourable  opinion^of  his  people,  if  he  is  not  fatisfied  that  this  fuf- 
picion  was  juft.    It  is  the  unfortunate  fituation  of  arbitrary  Kings, 

that 
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that  they  knovF- the  fentiments  of  dieir  people  only  from  whifperers  ia 
their  clofet.  Our  monarchy  has  fccurcr  cftablifhments.  Our 
Sovereign  is  always  fure  of  knowing  the  true  fenfe  of  his  people,  be* 
caufe  he  may  fee  it  through  the  proper,  the  conftitutional  medium  : 

» 

but  then  this  medium  muft  be  pure,  it  muft  tranfmit  every  obje<^  in 
its  real  form  and  its  natural  colours.  This  is  all  that  is  now  con- 
tended  for.  You  are  called  to  the  exercife  of  your  juft  right  of  en« 
quiry,  that  his  Majefty  may  fee  what  reafon  there  is  for  this  general 
inquietude. 

This  motion  is  of  a  general  nature,  whom  it  may  more  particularly 
affe£l,  I  (hall  not  determine.  But  there  is  a  great  perfon,  lately  at 
the  head  of  the  adminiftration,  who  ftands  foremoft,  the  principal 
ebje£t  of  national  fufpicion.  He  furely  will  not  decline  this  enquiry, 
it  is  his  own  propofition,  he  has  frequently  in  the  name  of  the  whole 
adminiftration  thrown  down  his  gauntlet  here,  has  defired  your  en* 
quiries,  and  has  refted  his  fate  on  your  juftice.  The  nation  accepts 
the  challenge,  they  join  ifTue  with  him,  they  are  now  defirous  to 
bring  this  great  cau&  in  judgment  before  you* 
.  It  muft  be  imputed  to  the  long  intermii&on  of  this  right  of  enquiry, 
that  the  people  have  now  this  caufe  of  complaint ;  had  the  admini-. 
ftration  of  this  great  perfon  been  fubmitted  to  the  conftitutional 
controuls,  had  his  conduct  undergone  ftrid  and  frequent  enquiries, 
he  had  parts  and  abilities  to  have  done  great  honour  and  fervice  to 
this  country.  But  the  will,  uncontrouled,  for  ever  muft  and  will 
produce  fecurity  and  wantonnefe  ',  nor  can  moderation  and  delpodc 
power  fubfift  long  together. 

In  vain  do  we  admire  the  outlines  of  our  conftitutlon,  in  vain  do 
we  boaft  of  thofe  wife  and  lalutary  reftraints,  which  our  anceftors, 
at  the  expence  of  their  blood  and  treafure,  have  wifely  impofed  upon 
monarchy  itfelf,  if  it  is  to  be  a  conftitution  in  theory  only,  if  diis 
.  evaitve  do£lrine  is  to  be  admitted,  that  a  fellow-fubjedt  of  our  own, 
perhaps  of  the  loweft  rank  among  us,  may  be  delegated  by  tho 
Crown  to  exercife  the  adminiftration  of  government,  with  abfolute, 
uncontroulable  dominion  over  us  -,  which  muft  be  the  cafe,  if  mini* 
fterial  condudt  is  not  liable  to  parliamentary  enquiries. 

If  I  did  not  think  this  motion  agreeable  to  the  rules  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  Senate,  if  I  thought  it  was  meant  to  introduce  any  pro- 
cedure  which  was  not  (IritSlly  confonant  to  the  laws 'and  conftitution 
o,i  my  country,  1  do  moft  folemnly  protcft  I  would  be  a^ainft  it. 

But 
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But  as  I  apprehend  it  to  arife  from  the  nature  and  fptrit  of  our 
conftitution,  as  it  will  defend  the  innocent,  and  can  be  detrimental 
oalj  to  the  guilty,  I  do  moft  heartily  f^oond  the  motion* 

The  Hon.  Hbnry  Pelham  oppofed  the  motion  to  the  following 
dk& : — Sir,  If  it  was  not  dally  to  be  pbferved,  how  much  the  mind^- 
of  the  wifeft  and  mod  moderate  men  are  elated  with  fuccefe,  and 
how  often  thofe,  who  have  been  able  to  furmount  the  ftrongeft 
obfiacles  with  unwearied  diligence,  and  to  preferve  their  fortitude 
Bafhaken  amidfl  hourly  difappointments,  have  been  betrayed  by  flight 
advantages  into  indecent  exultations,  unreafonable  confidence,  and 
chimerical  hopes ;  had  I  not  long  remarked  the  infatuation  of  prof-* 
perity,  and  the  pride  of  triumph,  I  fhould  not  have  heard  the  motion 
which  has  been  now  made  without  aftonifliment. 

It  has  been  long  the  bufmefs  or  the  amufement  of  the  Gentlemen, 
who,  having  for  fome  time  conferred  upon  themfelves  the  venerable 
titles  of  patriots,  advocates  fur  the  people,  and  defenders  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  have  at  length  perfuaded  part  of  the  nation  to  dignify  them. 
widi  the  fame  appellation,  to  difplay  in  the  moft  pathetic  language, 
and  aggravate  with  the  moft  hyperbolical  exaggerations,  the  wanton* 
nels  with  which  the  late  miniftry  exercifed  their  power,  the  cxorbi- 
tapce  of  dieir  demands,  and  the  violence  of  their  meafures.  They 
have  indulged  their  imaginations,  which  have  always  been  fufficiently 
fruitful  in  iatire  and  inventive,  by  reprefenting  them  as  men  in  whom 
all  regard  tp  decency  or  reputation  was  extinguifhed,  men  who  no 
longer  fubmitted  to  wear  the  m^fk  of  hypocrify,  or  thought  the  efteeni 
of  mankind  worth  their  care;  who  had  ceafed  to  profefs  any  regard 
to  the  welfare  of  their  country,  or  any  defire  of  advancing  the  public 
ba]^nefs ;  and  who  no  longer  deftred  any  other  efFe<5ts  of  their 
power,  than  the  fecurity  of  themfelves  and  the  conqueft  of  their 
of^nents. 

Such,  Sir,  has  been  the  character  of  the  miniftry,  which,  by  the 
ince&nt  endeavours  of  thefe  difmterefted  patriots,  has  been  carried 
to  the  remoteft  corners  of  the  emprre,  and  di/Teminated  through  all 
the  degrees  of  the  people.  Every  man,  whom  they  could  enlift 
among  their  pupils,  whom  they  could  perfuade  to  fee  with  their  eyes^^ 
rather  than  his  own,  and  who  wa$  not  fo  ftubborn  as  to  require 
pools  of  their  aflertions,  and  reafons  of  their  conduct ;  every  man 
who,  having  no  fcntiments  of  his  own,  hoped  to  become  important 
bjr  echoing  thofe  of  his  inftru£tors,  was  taught  to  think  and  to  fay, 

that 
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• 

tbdt  die*  court  was  iilhrd  with  open  corruptidn  i  that  the  grealeft 
and  the  wifeft  men  of.  the  kingdom  fet  themfelves  puhlicly  to  faie^ 
and  held  an  open  traffic  for  votes  and  places ;  that  whoever  engageil 
m  the  party  of  the  m&mfter,  declared  himfelf  ready  to  fupport  bis 
cade  agatnft  truth,  and  reafen,  and  convi£Hon,  and  was  no  longer 
aoder  the  nftraim  gf  ftame  or  virtue. 

7'hsfe  aSertionSy  handy  as  they  were,  they  endeavoured  to  fupport 
by  inftances  of  meafures^  which  they  d^fcribed  as  having  no  other 
tendency,  than  to  adviince  the  court  to  abfolute  authority,  to  enflave 
die  nation,  or  to  betray  it :  alid  more  happily  would  they  have  propa- 
gated their  fyftem,  and  much  fooner  would  they  have  obtained  a 
general  declaration  of  the  people  in  their  fiivour,  had  they  been  aUe 
to  have  produced  a  motion  like  this. 

Should  die  influence  of  thefe  nMU  increafe,  (hould  they  grow  iccwe 
mthepoftefiph  of  their  power,  by  any  new  methods  of  deluding  the 
people,  what  wonder&l  eq)edients,  what  unheard-of  methods  of 
government  may  not  be  expelled  from  them  ?  What  degrees  of  vio« 
lence  may  they  not  be  fuppofed  to  pradife,  who  have  fluflled  dieir 
new  authority  by  a  motion  which  was  never  projected  fince  the  firff 
eftidtace  of  our  government,  or  offered  by  die  moft  arbitrary  rnini* 
fter  in  al!  ll)e  confidence  of  an  eftabliihed  majority. 

Ic  may  perhaps  be  imagined  by  many  of  thofe  who  are  unacquainted 
with  fenatorial  affairs,  as  many  of  the  Members  of  this  Houfe  may 
without  any  reproach  be  fuppofed  to  be,  that  I  have  made  ofe  of 
diofe  arts  againft  the  pacriots  which  they  have  fo  long  pra^fed  againft 
die  court ;  that  I  have  exaggerated  the  enormity  of  die  modon  by 
«njuft  comparifons,  or  rhetorical  flights ;  and  that  there  will  be  nei- 
ther danger  nor  iiKonvenience  in  complying  with  it  to  any  but  Aok 
who  have  betrayed  their  truft,  or  negtefied  their  duty. 

I  doubt  not,  but  many  of  thofe  with  whom  this  modon  has  been 
cpncerted,  have  a4)proved  it  without  feeing  all  its  confequences  ;  and 
have  been  betrayed  into  diat  approbation  by  a  laudable  zeal  for  their 
country,  and  an  honeft  indignation  againft  corruption  and  treachery, 
by  a  virtuous  defir^  of  deteding  wickednefs,  and  of  fecuring  our 
conftitution  from  any  future  dangers  or  attacks. 

For  the  lake  therefore  of  thefe  Gendemen,  whom  I  cannot  but 
fitppofe  willing  to  follow  the  didates  of  their  own  coniciences,  and 
to  2St  upon  juft  motives,  I  (ball  endeavour  to  lay  open  the  nature  of 
this  extraordttury  motion,  and  doubt  not  but  that  when  they  &nd  it^ 
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8  it  vill  ttnqveftioiiaUy  tppcar^  uiirctf«iia)>le  in  itfel^  and  Jangetws 
to  pofterk]r»  they  will  change  their  opinion  for  the  fiunc  reafons  m. 
fktj  eiiibraoed  it,  and  prefer  the  happinefs  of  their  country  to  tho 
poTperity  of  their  party. 

AgttfiA  an  enquiry  into  the  conduA  of  all  foreign  and  domeftic 
Am  for  huarty  years  paft,  it  is  no  weak  arguoient  that  it  is  without 
preoodont ;  that  neither  die  seal  of  patriodfin,  nor  the  rage  of  faSion^ 
ever  produced  fuch  a  motion  in  any  former  age.  It  cannot  be 
doi^ted  by  thofe  who  have  read  our  hiftories»  that  formerly  our 
eooatry  has  produced  men  >^ual]y  defirouft  of  deteding  wickedneftt 
and  Iccoring  liberty,  wk^  thofe  who  are  now  congratidating  their 
canAitoents  on  the  fuccefs  of  dieir  hbours.;  and  that  b&ion  has 
Mkd  in  former  times  to  a  height,  at  which  it  may  reafonably  bt 
ikoped  it  will  never  arrive  again,  'tis  too  evident  to  be  contro«« 
voted* 

What  then  can  we  foppofe  was  the  reafon,  that  neither  tndigna* 
tioii,  nor  integrity,  nor  refentaKnt,  ever  before  directed  a  motion  like 
tkit  i  Was  it  net,  becaufe  it  neidier  will  ferve  the  purpdes  of  bo<* 
aefty,  nor  wickednefs ;  that  it  would  have  defeated  the  defigns  of 
good,  and  betrayed  thofe  of  bad  men ;  that  it  would  have  given 
jntrieiifm  an  appeannce  <if  fadtonj  rather  than  have  vefted  fo^ion 
widi  die  dUguifo  of  patriotHm. 

It  canaoc  be  foppofed,  that  the  iagaclty  of  thefe  GentlemeOt 
hamcvv  great,  has  enabled  them  to  difoover  a  method  of  proceeding 
lAkk  4fcaped  the  penetration'  of  our  anceftors,  fo  long  celebrated 
&x  the  flreogth  of  their  underftanding,  and  the  extent  of  their 
khCtwAedgt.  For  h  is  evident,  that  without  any  uncommon  efibrt 
ef  die  intellefiual  Guides,  he  that  propofes  an  enquiry  for  a  year 
jnft,  might  have  inade  the  fame  propolal  with  regard  to  a  longer 
tiflie ;  and  it  is  therefore  probable,  that  the  limitation  of  the  term  ia 
tke  tSoBt  of  his  knowledge,  rather  than  of  his  ignorance. 

And  indeed  ihe  abfurdity  of  an  univerial  enquiry  for  twenty  yeart 
fA  is  fuch,  diat  no  asan  whofe  ftation  has  given  him  opportunhifia 
^  being  arquainted  widi  public  bufinefs,  could  have  propofed  -it^ 
liid  he  not  been  mif4cd  by  the  vehemence  of  refentment,  or  biafled 
l>7tfae  lecret  operation  of  fome  motives  dii&rent  from  public  good  ^ 
Ar  it  is  no  left  than  a  propolal  for  an  attempt  impoflEible  to  be  eate« 
^ittd,  and  of  which  die  execution,  if  it  could  be  eflbded,  would  bo 
^ttdttental  to  the  public. 

Were 
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Were  our  nation,  Sir,  like  fome  olF  the  inland  kingdoms  of  the 
continent;  or  the  bar,barous  empire  of  Japan,  without  commerce, 
without  alliances,  without  taxes,  and  without  competition  with 
other  nations;  did  we  depend  only  on  the  produdof  our  own  foil  to 
fupport  us,  and  the  ftrength  of  our  owi)  arms  to  defend  us,  without 
Any  intercourfe  with  diftant  empire,  or  any  folicitude  about  foreign 
afiairs,  were  the  fame  meafures  uniformly  purfued,  the  government 
fupported  by  the  fame  revenues,  and  adminiftered  with  the  fame 
views,  it  might  not  be  impradicable  to  examine  the  condud  of 
affairs ;  both  foreign  and  domeftic,  for  twenty  years ;  becaufe  every 
year  would  afford  ortly  a  tranfcript  of  the  accounts  of  the  laft. 

But  how  different  is  the  flate  of  Britain,  a  nation  whofe  traffic  is 
txtcnded  over  the  earth,  whofe  revenues  are  every  year  different,  or 
differently  applied,  which  is  daily  engaging  in  new  treaties  of  al- 
liance, or  forming  new  regulations  of  trade  with  almoft  every 
nation,  however  diftant,  which  has  undertaken  the  arduous  and  in* 
tricate  employments  of  fuperintending  the  interefts  of  all  foreign 
empires,  and  maintaining  the  equipoife  of  the  French  powers,  which 
receives  ambaffadors  from  all  the  neighbouring  princes,  and  extends 
its  regard  to  the  limits  of  the  world. 

In  fuch  a  nation,  every  year  produces  negotiations  of  peace,  or 
preparations  for  war,  new  fchemes  and  different  meafures,  by  which 
cxpences  are  fometimes  increafed,  and  fometimes  retrenched.  In 
fuch  a  nation,  every  thing  i^  in  a  flate  of  perpetual  viciffitude  ;  be- 
caufe its  meafures  are  feldom  the  effects  of  choice,  but  of  neceffity, 
arlfing  from  the  change  of  conduct  in  other  powers* 

Nor  is  the  multiplicity  and  intricacy  of  our  domeftic  ai&irs  left 
remaikable  or  particular.  It  is  too  well  known  that  our  debts  are 
great,  and  our  taxes  numerous ;  that  our  funds,  appropriated  to  par- 
ticular purpofes,  are  at  fome  times  deficient,  and  at  others  redun- 
dant ;  and  that  therefore  the  money  arifing  from  the  fame  impofts,  is 
differently  applied  in  different  years.  To  affert  that  this  fIu£luation 
produces  intricacy,  may  be  imagined  a  cenfure  of  thofe  to  whofe 
care  our  accounts  are  committed  i  but  furely  it  muft  be  owned,  that 
our  accounts  are  made  neceffarily  lefs  uniform  and  regular,  and  fuch 
as  muft  require  a  longer  time  for  a  complete  examination. 

Whoever  (hall  fet  his  foot  in  our  oflices,  and  obferve  the  number 
of  papers  with  which  the  tranfaclioiis  of  the  laft  twenty  years  have 
filled  them,  will  not  need  any  arguments  againft  this  motion.   Wheiv 

be 
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Ic  fcc«  Ac  number  of  writings  which  fuch  an  enquiry  will  make 
liecefiary  to  be  perufcd,  compared,  and  extraSed,  the  accounts 
which  muft  be  examined  and  oppofed  to  others,  the  intelligence  from 
foreign  courts  which  muft  be  confidered,  and  the  eftimates  of  do- 
meftic  cxpences  which  muft  be  difcuffed  ;  he  will  own,  that  whoever* 
is  doomed  to  the  talk  of  this  enquiry,  would  be  happy  in  exchanging 
his  condition  with  that  of  the  miners  of  America,  and  that  the  moft 
rdblute  induftry,  however  excited  by  ambition,  or  animated  by 
patriotifm,  muft  fink  under  the  weight  of  endlefs  labour. 

If  it  be  confidered  how  many  are  employed  in  the  public  offices, 
it  muft  be  confeffed  either  that  the  national  treafure  is  fquandered  in 
CUaries  upon  men  who  have  no  employment,  or  that  twenty*  years 
may  be  reafonably  fuppofcd  to  product  more  papers  than  a  commit- 
tee can  examine ;  and,  indeed,  if  the  committee  of  enquiry  be  not 
more  numerous  than  has  ever  been  appointed,  it'  may  be  aflcrted, 
without  exaggeration,  that  the  enquiry  into  our  affairs  for  twenty 
years  paft,  will  not  be  accurately  performed  in  lefs  than  twenty  years 
to  come ;  in  which  time  thofe  whofe  conduft  is  now  fuppofcd  to 
have  given  the  chief  occafion  to  this  motion,  may  be  expelled  to 
be  removed  for  ever  from  the  malice  of  calumny,  and  the  rage  of 
perfecution. 

But  if  it  fhould  be  imagined  by  thofe  who,  having  never  been 
engaged  in  public  affairs,  cannot  properly  judge  of  tlieir  intricacy 
and  extent,  that  fuch  an  ^enquiry  is  in  reality  fo  far  from  being  im- 
poffible,  that  it  is  only  the  work  of  a  few  months,  and  that  the 
labour  of  it  will  be  amply  recompenfed  by  the  difcoveries  which  it 
will  produce,  let  them  but  fo  long  fufpend  the  gratification  of  their 
curiofity,  as  to  confider  the  nature  of  that  demand  by  which  they 
arc.about  to  fatisfy.  it.  A  demand  by  v/hich  nothing  lefs  is  required 
than  that  all  the  fecrets  of .  our  government  fliould  be  made 
public. 

It  is  known  in  general  to  every  man,  whole  employment  or  amufe- 
mcnt  it  has  been  to  confider  the  ftate  of  the  French  kingdoms,  that 
dielaft  twenty  years  have  been  a  time  not  of  war,  but  of  negotia« 
tidns)  a  period  crowned  with  projefis,  and  machinations  often  more 
dangfrrous  than  violence  and  invafions ;  and  that  thefe  projefts  have 
been  counteracted  by  oppofite  fchemes,  that  treaties  have  been  de- 
feated by  treaties,  and  one  alliance  overbalanced  by  another. 

Vol.  II.  H  Such 
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Such  a  train  of  tranfaflioRs,  in  which  aknoft  ^v^  court  cf  France 
has  been  engaged,  ipuft  have  given  occafion  to  many  private  con* 
ferences,  and  fecret  negotiations  ;  many  defigns  muft  have  been  dif- 
covered  by  'informers  who  gave  their  intelligence  at  the  hazard  of 
their  lives^  and  been  defeated  fometimes  by  fecret  ftiputatioos^  and 
foraetimes  by  a  judicious  diftribution  of  money  to  fifao&  who  pre- 
Tided  in  fenates  or  councils. 

Every  man  muft  immediately  be  convinced,  diat  by  the  tnquirjr 
now  propofed,  all  thefe  fccrcts  will  be  brought  to  light ;  that  one 
prince  will  be  informed  of  the  treachery  o£  his  fervants,  and  another 
fee  his  own  cowardice  or  venality  expo&d  to  the  world.  It  is  ^n^ 
that  the  channels  of  intelligence  will  be  for  ever  ftepped,  and  that 
no  prince  will  enter  into  private  treaties  with  a  monarch  who  is 
denied  by  the  conftitutton  of  his  empire,  the  privilege  eS  conc«aliiig 
his  own  meafures.  It  is  evident,  that  our  enemies  may  hereafter 
plot  our  ruin  in  full  iecurity,  and  that  our  allies  will  <ia  loi^r  tre^ 
us  with  confidence. 

» Since  therefore  the  enquiry  now  demanded  is  impoffiWe,  ihe  mo- 
tion ought  to  be  rejected ;  as  it  can  have  no  other  tendcticy  than  to 
cxpofc  the  fenate  and  the  nation  to  ridicule ;  and  fince  if  it  could  be 
performed,  it  would  produce  confequences  fatal  to  our  governmeat* 
as  it  wouM  expofe  our  moft  fecret  meafures  to  oar  enemies^  and 
weaken  the  confidence  of  our  allies.  I  hope  every  man  who  regards 
either  his  own  reputation,  or  that  of  the  fcnatc,  or  profefies  any  fo- 
licitude  for  the  public  good,  will  oppofe  the  motion. 

Lord  QuARENDON  fpoke  tothisefteft: — Sir,  1  am  always  iiH 
clined  to  fufpcft  a  m^n  who  endeavours  rather  to  terrify  than  per- 
iuade.  Exaggerations  and  hyperboles  are  ieldom  made  ufe  of  by 
him  who  has  any  real  arguments  to  produce.  The  reafonaUenefsef 
this  motion,  (of  which  I  was  convinced  when  I  firft  heard  it,  and 
of  which,  I  believe,  no  man  can  doubt  who  iS  not  afraid  of  the 
enquiry  propofed  by  it,)  is  now  in  my  opinion  evinced  by  the  weak 
oppofition  which  has  been  made  by  the  Honourable  Gentleman,  to 
whofe  abilities  I  cannot  deny  this  attcftation,  that  the  caufe  which  he 
cannot  defend,  has  very  little  to  hope  from  any  other  advocate. 

And  furcly  he  cannot,  even  by  thofe  who,  whenever  he  fpeakr^ 
ftand  prepared  to  applaud  him,  be  thought  to  have  produced  any 
formidable  argument  againft  the  enquiry,  who  has  advanced  little, 
more  than  that  it  is'impoffible  to  be  performed, 
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Impoffibility  is  a  formidable  found  to  ignorance  and  cowardice ; 
bttt  experience  has  often  difcovered,  that  it  is  only  a  found  uttered  by 
tiiofe  wbo  have  nothing  elfe  to  lay ;  and  courage  readily  furmounts 
tbofe  obftacles  that  fink  the  lazy  and  timorous  into  defpair.    . 

That  there  are  indeed  impoflibilities  in  nature,  cannot  be  denied* 
There  may  be  fchemes  formed  whicn  no  wife  man  will  attempt  to 
execute,  becaufe  he  will  know  that  they  cannot  fucceed ;  but  furely 
die  examination  of  arithmetical  dedu£tions,  or  the  confideration  of 
treaties  and  conferences,  cannot  be  admitted  into  the  number  of 
ia^K>ffibk  defigns  -,  unlefs,  as  it  may  fometimes  happen,  the  treaties 
jlVdLl^ciilations  are  unintelligible. 

'*flie  6nly  dUBci)il^  tha,t  can  arife,  muft  be  produced  by  the  con* 
fiifion  and  perplexity  of  our  pu)>lic  tranfadions,  the  inconfiftency  of  , 
iwr  treaties,  and  the  fallacioufiiefs  of  our  eftimates ;  luit  I  hope  no 
msin  will  urge  theie  as  arguments  2Lg2inft  the  motion.  An  enquiry 
ought  to  be  promoted,  that  confufion  may  be  .reduced  to  order,  and 
that  the  diftribution  of  the  public  money  may  be  regulated.  If  the 
examination  be  difficult,  it  ought  to  be  fpeedily  'performed,  becaufe 
thofe  difficulties  are  daily  increafmg^  if  it  be  impoffible,  it  ought  to 
be  attempted,  that  thofe  methods  of  forming  calculations  may  be 
chained,  which  make  them  impoflible  to  be  examined.  . 

Mr»  FowKES  replied  in  the  manner  following: — Sir,  to  treat 
with  contempt  thofe  arguments  which  cannot  readily  be  anfwered,  is 
tb^  common  prance  of  dilputants ;  but  as  it  is  contrary  to  that 
candour  and  ingenuity  which  is  infeparable  from  zeal  for  juftice  and 
love  of  truth,  it  always  raifes  a  fufpicion  of  private  views,  and  of 
defigns,  which  however  they  may  be  concealed  by  fpecious  appear- 
ances, and  vehement  profeilions  of  integrity  and  fincerity,  tend  in 
reality  to  the  promotion  of  fome  fecr^t  intereft,  or  the  gratification 
of  fome  darling  pafSon.  It  is  reafonable  to  imagine,  that  be,  who 
in  the  examination  of  public  queftions,  calls  in  the  affiftance  of  ar- 
tifice and  fophiftry,  is  actuated  rather  by  the  rage  of  perfecution, 
than  the  ardour  of  patriotifm ;  that  he  is  purfuing  an  enemy,  rather 
than  detefting  a  criminal ;  and  that  he  declaims  againft  the  abufe  of 
power  in  another,  only  that  he  may  mgrc  eafily  obtain  it  himfelf. 

In  fenatorial  debates,  I  have  often  known  this  method  of  cafy 
confutation  pra&ifed,  fometimes  with  more  fuccefs,  and  fometimes 
^ith  Icfs.  I  have  often  known  ridicule  of  ufe,  when  reafon  has  been 
fcafflcd,  and  iccn  thofe  affeft  to  dcfpife  their  opponent?,  who  have 
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been  able  to  produce  nothing  againft  them  but  artfiil  allufions  topaft 
debates,  fatirical  infinuations  of  dependence,  or  hardy  aflertions  un- 
fupported  by  proofs.  By  thefe  arts  I  have  kno^vn  the  young  and 
unexperienced  kept  in  fufpence  ;  I  have  feen  the  catitious  and  diffi- 
dent taught  to  doubt  of  the  plaineft  truths;  and  the  bold  and  fan- 
guine  perfuaded  to  join  in  the  cry,  and  hunt  down  reafon  after  the 
example  of  their  leaders. 

But  a  bolder  attempt  to  difarm  argument  of  its  force,  and  to  per* 
plex  the  underftanding,  has  not  often  been  made,  than  this  which  I 
am  now  endeavouring  to  oppofe.  A  motion  has  been  made  and 
fecondcd  for  an  enquiry,  to  which  it  is  objeded,  not  that  it  is  ille- 
gal, not  that  it  is  inconvenient,  not  that  it  is  uniiecefla^,  but  that 
'  it  is  impojftbk.  An  objedlion  more  formidable  ca^nnot,  in  my  opi- 
nion, cafily  be  made ;  nor  can  it  be  imagined  that  thofe  men  would 
think  any  other  worthy  of  an  attentive  examination,  who  can  pafs 
over  this  as  below  their  regard ;  yet  even  this  has  produced  no  an- 
fwer,  but  contemptuous  raillery,  and  violent  exclamation. 

What  arguments  thefe  Gentlemen  require,  it  is  not  cafy  to  con* 
jefture ;  or  how  thofe  who  difapprove  their  meafures,  may  with  any 
hope  of  fuccefs  difpute  againft  them.  Thofe  impetuous  fpirits  that 
break  fo  eafily  through  the  bars  of  impoflibility,  will  fcarccly  fulFcr 
their  career  to  be  flopped  by  any  other  rcftraint ;  and  it  may  be  rca- 
fonably  feared,  that  arguments  from  jufticc,  or  law,  or  policy,  will 
have  little  force  upon  thefe  daring  minds,  who*  in  the  tranfports  of 
their  newly  acquired  victory,  trample  impoflibility  under  their  feet, 
and  imagine,  that  to  thofe  who  have  vanquiftied  the  miniftry,  every 
thing  is  practicable. 

That  this  enquiry  v/ould  be  the  work  of  years  ;  that  it  will  employ 
greater  numbers  than  v/ere  ever  deputed  by  this  Floufe  on  fuch  an 
occafion  before  ;  that  it  v/ould  deprive  the  nation  of  the  councils  of 
the  wifcft  and  moft  experienced  n-.embers  of  this  Houfe,  (for  fuch 
only  ought  to  be  chofen,)  at  a  time  when  all  Europe  is  in  arms, 
when  our  allies  arc  threiitca-.d  not  only  with  fubje<3ion,  but  annihi- 
•lation ;  when  the  French  are  reviving  their  ancient  fchemes,  and 
|K(ijc6ling  the  conquefl:  of  the  continent;  and  that  it  will  therefore 
ir.tJ:ri:pt  our  attention  to  more  important  affairs,  and  difable  us 
fro  11  rtjfcu:!':  oi:r  carn'cderatcs,  is  inconteftibly  evident;  nor  can  the 
v/ikil  or  tlic  mofl:  experienced  determine  how  far  its  coi>(cqucnccs 
m  y  cxieiulj  cr  inlcrm  us,  v;hcthcr  it  may  not  cxpcfc  our  commerce 
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tobcdcftroycd  by  the  Spaniards,  and  the  liberties  of  all  the  nation? 
(ound  us  to  be  infringed  by  the  French  ;  whether  it  may  npt  termi- 
nate in  the  lofs  of  our  independence,  and  the  deftruftion  of  our 
religion. 

Such  are  the  cffeSs  which  may  be  expected  from  an  attempt  to 
make  the  enquiry  propofcd  ;  effects,  to  which  no  proportionate  ad- 
vantages can  be  expeded  from  it,  fmce  it  has  been  already  fbewn, 
that  it  can  never  be  compleated ;  and  to  which,  though  the  indefa- 
tigable induftry  of  curiofity  or  malice  fcould  at  length  break  through 
all  obftacles,  and  lay  all  the  tranfaftions  of  twenty  years  open  to  the 
work),  no  difcoveries  would  be  equivalent. 

That  any  real  difcoveries  of  mifconducl  would  be  made,  that  thp^ 
intereft  of  our  country  would  be  found  ever  to  have  been  lazily 
negleSed,  or  treacheroufly  betrayed,,  that  any  of  our  rights  have 
been  cither  yielded  by  cowardice,  or  fold  by  avarice,  or  that  oup 
enemies  have  gained  any  advantage  over  us  by  the  connivance  or 
Ignorance  of  our  minifters,  I  am  indeed  very  far  from  believing; 
but  as  I  am  now  endeavouring  to  convince  thofe  of  the  impropriety 
pf  this  motion,  who  have  long  declared  themfelves  of  a  different 
opinion,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  aflc,  what  advantage  they  propofe* 
ty  detecting  errors  of  twenty  years,  which  are  npw  irretrievable  j 
of  enquiring  into  fraudulent  praAices,  of  which  the  authors  and  th^ 
f^ents  are  now  probably  in  their  graves; -and  e^tpofrng  meafures,  of 
which  all  the  inconveniencies  have  been  already  felt,  and  \vhich  hav^ 
now  ceafed  to  affe£t  us,         . 

If  it  be  wife  to  neglect  omc  prefent  intereft  for  the  fake  of  enquiring 
into  paft  mifcarriages,  and  the  enquiry  now  propofed  be  in  itfelf  pof-r 
fible,  I  have  no  objections  to  the  prefent  motion ;  but  as  I  think  the 
confufed  (late  of  Europe  derpands  our  utmoft  attention,  and  UiQ 
profecutioD  of  the  war  againft  Spain  is  in  itfelf  of  far  nqore  importance 
than  the  examination  of  all  pad  tranfadiions,  I  cannot  but  think, 
that  the  duty  which  I  owe  to  my  country  requires  that  I  (hould  de-; 
dare  myfelf  unwilling  to  concur  in  any  propofal,  that  may  unnecef* 
farily  divert  our  thoughts  or  dlftract  our  cpunfels. 

Lord  Percivai,  then  rofe  ^nd  fpoke  to  the  followipg  purppfe  : — 
Sir,  to  difcourage  good  de^gr^s  by  reprefentations  of  the  danger  of 
attempting,  and  the  difficulty  of  executing  them,  has  been  at  all  times 
the  pradtice  of  thofe  whofe  intereft  has  been  threatened  by  them.  A 
pirate  never  fails  to  intimidate  his  purfuers  by  exaggerating  the  numT 
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ber  and  rcfolutlon  of  his  crew,  the  ftrength  of  his  vcflcls,  and  the 
fecurity  of  his  retreats,  A  cheat  dtfcourages  a  profecution  by  dwel- 
ling upon  his  knowledge  of  all  the  arts  and  fubtcrfuges  of  the  law, 
the  ftcadincfs  of  his  witneflcs,  and  the  experience  of  his  agents. 

To  raifc  falfc  terrors  by  artful  appearances  is  part  of  the  art  of  war, 
nor  can  the  general  be  denied  praifc,  who  by  an  artful  difpofition  of 
a  fmall  body,  difcouragcs  thofe  enemies  froirf  attacking  him  by  whom 
he  would  certainly  be  overcome ;  but  then  furcly  the  appearance 
ought  to  be  fuch  as  may  reafonably  be  expefted  to  deceive  j  for  a 
llratagem  too  grofs  only  produces  contempt  and  confidence,  and 
adds  the  vexation  of  being  ridiculous  to  the  calamity-  of  being 
defeated. 

Whether  this  will  be  the  fate  of  the  advocates  for  the  miniftry  I  am 
not  able  to  determine ;  but  furcly  they  have  forgot  tHc  refdution 
with  which  their  enemies  bore  up  for  many  years  againft  their  fupcri- 
ority,  and  the  condu£l  by  which  at  laft  they  defeated  the  united  in* 
fluence  of  power  and  money  ;  if  they  hope  to  difcourage  them  from 
an  attack,  by  rcprcfenting  th^  bulk  and  ftrtngth  of  their  paper  fortifi* 
cations.  They  have  loft  all  memory  of  the  excife  and  the  convene 
tion,  who  can  believe  their  eloquence  fufEcicntly  powerful  to  evince, 
that  the  enquiry  now  propofed  ought  to  be  numbered  among 
impoflibilities,  ♦ 

Whoever,  Sir,  is  acquainted  with  their  methods  of  negociation, 
will  indeed  cafily  believe  the  papers  fuiRciently  numerous,  and  the 
tafk  of  examining  them  fuch  as  no  man  would  willingly  undertake; 
for  it  does  not  appear  for  what  end  the  immcnfe  fums  \diich  htc 
Senates  have  granted,  were  expended,  except  for  the  payment  of 
fecretaries,  and  minifters,  and  couriers.  But  whatever  care  has  been 
employed  to  perplex  every  tranfaftion  with  ufelefs  circumftances,  and 
to  croud  every  office  with  needlefs  papers,  it  will  be  long  before  they 
convince  us,  that  it  is  impoflible  to  examine  them.  They  ma^ 
doabtlefs  be  in  time  perufed,  though  perhaps  they  can  never  be 
linderftood. 

The  utmoft  inconvenience.  Sir,  that  can  be  feared,  is  the  necet 
fity  of  engaging  a  greater  number  of  hands  than  on  former  occafions^ 
and  it  will  be  no  difagreeable  method  to  the  public,  if  we  employ  fome 
of  the  clerjcs  which  havcbcen  retained  only  for  the  fake  of  gratifying 
the  leaders  of  boroughs,  or  advancing  the  diftant  relations  of  the  de- 
fenders of  the  miniftry,  in  unravelling  tho/c  proceedings  which  they 
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have  been  hitherto  hired  oiiTy  to  embarrafs,  and  in  detcAing  fome  of 
dkoTe  abufes  to  which  the  wi)l  of  their  mafters  has  made  them  inftru^ 
mental  5  that  they  may  at  laft  deferve,  10  fortie  degree,  the  falaties 
which  they  have  enjoyed,  may  requite  the  public  for  their  part  of 
its  fpoils,  by  contributing  to  the  punilhraent  of  the  principal  plun- 
derers, and  leare  their  offices,  of  which  I  hope  the  number  will  be 
<}uickly  diminiflied,  with  the  fatisfaclion  of  having  deferved  at  laft  the 
thanks  of  their  country. 

By  this  expedient.  Sir,  the  enquiry  will  be  made  at  leafl  pofBbl^, 
and  I  hope,  though  it  ihould  ftill  remain  difficult,  thofe  who  have  fo 
longftr^ggled  for  the  prefervation  of  their  country,  and  who  have  at 
laft  (ctn  their  labours  rewarded  with  iuccefs,  will  not  be  difcouraged 
from  purfuing  it. 

The  neccffity  of  fach  an  enquiry  wHl  grow  every  day  more  urgent ; 
becaufe  wicked  men  win  be  hardened  in  confidence  of  impunity,  and 
the  difficulty,  fuch  as  it  is,  will  beincreafed  by  every  delay  j  for  what 
now  makes  an  enquiry  difficult,  or  in  the  ftile  of  thefe  mighty  politi* 
cians  impoffiUe,  but  the  length  of  time*  that  has  elapfed  fmce  the  laft 
escertion  of  this  right  of  the  Senate,  and  the  multitude  of  tranf- 
^lons  wMch  ai%  necefiarily  to  be  examined  f 

What  is  this  year  an  irkfome  and  tedious  ta(k,  will  in  another 
year  require  ftill  more  patience  and  labour  ;  and  though  1  cannot  be« 
Kevc  that  it  will  ever  become  impofBbie,  it  will  undoubtedly  in  time 
be  fufficient  to  weary  the  moft  2iQivt  induftry,  and  to  difcourage  the 
aoft  ardent  zeal^ 

The  chief  argunmnt  therefore  that  has  been  hitherto  employed  to 
difcourage  us  fr<»n  an  enquiry,  ought  rather,  in  my  opinion,  to  in- 
cite us^to  it.  We  ought  to  remember,  that  while  the  enemies  of  our 
country  are  forti^ing  themfelves  behind  an  cndlcfs  multiplicity  of 
negociatjons  and  accounts,  every  day  adds  new  ftrength  to  their 
intrenchments,  and  that  we  ought  to  force  them  while  they  are  yet 
unable  Co  refift  or  efcape  us. 

Sir  Wm.  Yonoh  then  fpoke  to  the  following  effefi :— Sir,  how- 
.  Pf^  I  may  be  coftvinced  in  my  own  opinion  of  the  imprafticability 
of  the  eriquiry  now  propofed,  whatever  confidence  I  may  repofe  in 
the  cxtenfivc  knowledge  and  long  experience  of  thofe,  by  whom  it 
has  been  openly  pronounced  not  only  difficult  but  impoffible,  I  think 
there  are  arguments  aj-infi  the  motion,  which  though  perhaps  not 
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If  to  this  repretentation  of  the  nature  of  the  pap^s,  with  whick 
our  offices  have  been  filled  by  the  negociations  of  the  laft  twenty 
years,  any  thing  were  neceflkry  to  be  added,  it  may  be  farther  al- 
ledged,  that  it  has  been  long  the  prafiicc  of  every  nation  on  this  fide 
of  the  globe,  to  procure  private  intelligence  of  the  defigns  and  cx- 
pe£^ations  of  the  neighbouring  powers,  to  penetrate  into  the  councils 
of  princes  and  the  clofets  of  minifters,  to  difcover  the  inftru£t(oh8  of 
ZtmbafTadors,  and  the  orders  of  generals,  to  learn  the  intention  of 
fleets  before  they  are  equipped,  and  of  armies  before  they  are  levied^ 
and  to  provide  not  only  againft  immediate  and  vifible  hofiilides,  bul 
to  obviate  remote  and  probable  dangers. 

It  need  not  be  declared  in  this  Aflembly,  that  this  cannot  always 
be  done  without  employing  men  who  abufe  the  confidence  repofed  ia 
them,  ft  pra<5iice  on  which  I  (hall  not  at  this  time  trouble  the  H&ift 
•with  my  opinion,  nor  interrupt  the  prefent  debate,  by  any  attempt  to 
jufiily  or  condemn  it.  This  I  think  may  be  very  reafonably  aliedgedi 
that  whether  the  employment  of  fuch  perfons  be  defenfible  by  Ac 
reciproeal  pradice  of  nations  or  not,  it  becomes  at  kaft  thofc  that 
corrupt  then)  and  pay  them  for  their  treachery,  not  toexpofe  them  to 
vengeance,  to  torture^  or  to  ruin  ;  not  to  betray  thofe  crimes  whidl 
they  have  hired  them  to  commit,  or  give  them  up  to  puniibment,  to 
which  they  have  made  themfelves  liable  only  by  their  inftigation,  airf 
for  their  advantage. 

That  private  compads  between  nations  and  fovcreigns  ought  to  be 
kept  inviolably  fccret,  cannot  be  doubted  by  any  man  who  confidcrs, 
that  iecrety  is  one  of  the  conditions  of  thofe  treaties,  without  which 
they  had  not  been  concluded  5  and  therefore',  that  to  difcover  them  h 
*to  vicjate  them,  to  break  down  the  fecurities  of  human  (bciety,  to 
deftroy  mutual  truft,  and  introduce  into  the  world-  univerfal  con- 
fufion.  For  nothing  lefs  can  be  produced  by  a  difregard  of  thofc  ties 
which  lifik  nafions  in  confederacies,  and  produce  confidence  and  k" 
curity,  and  which  enables  the  weak  by  union  to  refift  the  attacjcs  of 
powerful  ambition. 

How  much  it  would  injure  the  honour  of  our  Sovereign  to  be 
charged  with  the  diflblution  of  concord,  and  the  fubverfion  of  the 
general  bulwarks  of  public  faith,  it  is  fuperfluous  to  explain.  To 
Jknow-thd  condition  to  which  a  compliance  with  this  motion  would 
reduce  the  Britifli  nation,  we  need  only  turn  0|ir  eyes  downwaros 
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opon  the  hourly  fccncs  of  common  life ;  we  need  only  attend  to  the 
occurrences  which  croud  perpetually  upon  our  view,  and  confider 
die  calamitous  ftatc  of  that  man,  of  whom  it  is  generally  known  that 
he  cannot  be  trufted,  and  that  fecrets  communicated  to  him  are  in 
reality  fcattered  among  mankind. 

Every  one  knows  that  fuch  a  mao  can  expeft  none  of  the  advan- 
tages or  pkafures  of  friendifatp,  that  he  cannot  tranfafi  affairs  with 
oAers  upon  terms  of  equality,  that  he  muft  purchafe  the  favours  of 
tbo(e  that  are  more  powerful  than  himfelf,  and  frighten  thofe  into 
Compliance  with  his  defigns  who  have  any  thing  to  fear  from  him  ; 
that  he  muft  give  uncommon  fecurity  for  the  performance  of  his 
cofenants  ;  that  he  can  have  no  influence  but  that  of  money,  which 
will  probably  become  every  day  lefs,  that  his  fuccefs  will  multiply  his 
eoemie9«  and  that  in  misfortunes  he  will  be  without  refuge. 

The  condition  of  nations  colledively  confidered  is  not  different 
krm  that  of  private  men,  their  profperity  is  produced  by  the  fame 
cottdud,  and  their  calamities  drawn  upon  them  by  the  fame  errors^ 
negligence^,  or  crimes ;  and  therefore,  fmce  he  that  betrays  fecrets 
in  private  life,  indifputabiy  forfeits  his.  claim  to  tnift,  and  fince  he 
tint  can  be  no  longer  trufted  is  on  the  brink  of  ruin,  I  cannot  but 
conclude  that,  as  by  this  motion  all  the  fecrets  of  our  government 
muft  be  mevftably  betrayed,  my  duty  to  his  Majefty,  my  love  of  my 
country,  and  my  obligations  to  difcharge  with  fidelity  the  truft  which 
myconftituentshave  conferred  upon  me,  oblige  me  to  oppofe  it. 

Mr.  Littleton  then  rofe  and  fpoke  to  this  effect : — Sir,   it 
^ways  portends  well  to  thofe  who  difpute  on  the  fide  of  truth  and 
Krfon,  when  their  opponents  appear  not  wholly  to  be  hardened  againft 
fce  force  of  Argument,  when  they  feem  defirous  to  gain  the  viftory, 
not  by  fuperiority  of  numbers  but  of  reafon,  and  attempt  rather  to 
toovince,  than  to  terrify  or  bribe.     For  though  men  are  not  in  queft 
of  truth  thcmfelves,  nor  defirous  to  point  it  out  to  others  ;  yet  while 
t!»cy  arc  obliged  to  fpeak  with  an  appearance  of  fincerity,  they  muft 
ftcccflarily  afford  the  unprejudiced  and  attentive  an  opportunity  of 
difcovering  die  right.     While  they  think  themfelves  under  a  necef-j 
fey  of  reafoning,  they  cannot  but  fhew  the  force  of  a  juft  argument, 
ty  the  onfuccefsfulnefs  of  their  endeavours  to  confute  -.t,  and  the  pro- 
piety  of  an  ufeful  and  falutary  motion,  by  the  flight  objeftions  which 
tkey  raifc  againft  it.     They  cannot  but  find  themfelves  fometime^i 
fcrccd  to  difcover  what  they  can  never  be  expciled  to  acknowledge, 

thf 
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the  wcaknefs  of  their  own  rcafons,  by'defertiDg  them,  when  they  are 
preffed  with  contrary  aflTertions,  and  fecking  a  fubtcrfug^  jn-  new  ar- 
guments equally  conclufivc  and  incontemptible.  -TKey •  (hew  the 
fuperiority  of  their  opponents,  like  other  troops,  by  retreating  before 
them,  and  forming  one  fortification  behind  another,  in  hopes  of 
\vearying  thofe  whom  they  cannot  hope  to  repulfe. 

Of  this  condui5l  we  have  had  already  an  inftancc  in  the  prefent  de-» 
bate  ;  a  debate  managed  with  fuch  vigour,  order,  and  refolution,  asi 
fufficiently  (hews  the  advantage  of  regular  difcipline  long  continued, 
and  proves,  that  troops  may  retain  their  (kill  and  fpirit,  even  when 
they  are  deprived  of  that  leader,  to  whofe  inftruSipns  and  example 
they  were  indebted  for  them.     When  firft  this  mption  was  offered,  it 
feems  to  have  been  their  chief  hope  to  divert  us  from  it  by  outcries  of  i 
impof&bility,  by  reprefenting  it  as  the  demand  of  men  unacquainted  | 
with  the  ftate  of  our  offices,  or  the  multiplicity  pf  tranfa£tionSj  ia 
ivhich  the  indefatigable  induftry  of  our  miniflers  ^jias.  been  employed; 
and  they  hav^  therefore  endeavoured  to  perfuade  us,  that  they  are 
OK)}y  difcouraging  us  frqm  an  infuperaUe  labour,- and. advifmg  us  to 
4efifl  from  meafures  which  we  cannot  live  ^o  accom|Jifli. 
.   put  when  they  found,  Sir,  that  their  exaggerations  produced  mer-t 
liment  inflead  of  terror,  that  their  opponents  were  determined  to  try 
their  ftrength  againft  impofEbility,  that,  they  wei'e  rcfolved  to  launch 
out  into  this  boundlefs  ocean  of  enquiry  i  an  ocean  of  which  tbe/  . 
have  been  boldly  told,  that  it  has  neither  {hore  nor  bottom,  and  that 
whoever  ventures  into  it  muft  be  toft  about  for  life.;  when  they  dif-^ 
covered  that  this  was  not  able  to  (hake  our  refoli^tion,  or  move  us 
to  any  other  difpofition,  they  thought  it  proper  to  explain  away  thcii[ 
afTcrtion  of  impoifibility,  by  making  a  kin4  of  diftinftion  between 
things  impoffible,  and  things  which  cannot  be  performed  ;  and  finding 
it  necefTary  to  enlarge  their  plea,  they  have  now  aflerted,  that  this  cn-r 
quiry  is  both  impoflible  and  inexpedient. 

its  impoffibility.  Sir,  has  been  already  fufficiently  difcufled,  ao^ 
(hewn  to  mean  only  a  difficulty  which  the  un/kilfulncfs  of  our  roif 
nifters  has  produced ;  for  tranfaclions  can  only- produce  difficulties 
to  the  enquirer,  when  they  are  confufed  j  and  confufion  can  only  be 
the  efFedt  of  ignorance  or  ncgle£l. 

Artifice  is,  indeed,  one  more  fource  of  perplexity  j  it  is  the  interelt 

of  that  man  whofecaufe  is  bad  to  fpeak  unintelligibly  in  the  defence  o^ 

it,  and  of  him  whofe  actions  cannot  bear  to  bee}^mined|  tohid^ 
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Awn  in  diforderi  to  engage  his  purfaers  in  a  labyrinth  that  they  may 
Itot  trace  his  fteps  and  difcover  his  retreat ;  and  what  intricacies 
mj  be  produced  by  fraud  co-operating  with  fubtiltyi  it  is  not 
poffible  to  tell. 

I  do  not  however  believe,  that  all  the  art  of  wickednefs  can  elude 
I  is  enquiries  of  a  Britifh  Senate,  quickened  by  zeal  for  the  public 
Ifappincfs,  The  fagacity  of  our  predcceffors  has  often  detefted  crimes 
concealed  with  more  policy  than  can  be  afcribed  to  thofc  whofc  con- 
ioSt  is  now  to  be  examined,  and  dragged  the  authors  of  national 
calamities  to  punifhment  from  their  darkeft  retreats.  The  expedi- 
ency therefore  of  this  motion  is  now  to  be  confidered,  and  furely  it 
will  not  require  long  reflcftion  to  prove,  that  it  is  proper,  when  the 
nation  is  opprefled  with  calamities,  to  enquiry  by  what  mifconduA 
llfcy  were  brought  upon  it ;  when  immenfe  fums  have  been  raifed  by 
•Ac  moft  opprei&ve  methods  of  exaftion,  to  afk  why  they  were  de- 
taanded,  and  how  they  were  expended  ;  when  penal  laws  have  been 
partially  executed,  to  examine  by  what  authority  they  were  fufpended, 
ind  by  what  they  were  enforced  j  and  when  the  Senate  has  for  twenty 
years  implicitly  obeyed  the  dire£lion  of  one  man,  when  it  has  been 
known  throughout  the  nation  before  any  queftion  was  propofcd,  how 
it  would  be  decided,  to  fearch  out  the  motive  of  that  regular  compli« 
Mcc,  and  to  examine  whether  the  minifter  was  reverenced  for  his 
"wifdom  and  virtue,  or  feared  for  his  power,  or  courted  for. the  public 
ttoncy,  whether  he  owed  his  prevalence  to  the  confidence  or  corrup- 
tion of  his  followers  ? 

'  It  cannot  furely  be  thought  inexpedient,  to  enquire  into  the  reafbns 
fcr  which  our  merchants  were  for  many  years  fuffered  to  be  plundered, 
or  for  which  a  war,  folicited  by  the  general  voice  of  the  whole  nation, 
was  delayed ;  into  the  reafons  for  which  our  fleets  were  fitted  out 
only  to  coaft  upon  the  ocean,  and  connive  at  the  departure  cif 
Squadrons  and  the  tranfportation  of  armies,  to  fuffer  our  allies  to  be 
invaded,  and  our  traders  ruined  and  enflaved. 

Jtis  in  my  opinion  convenient  to  examine  with  the  utmoft  rigour, 
^by  time  was  granted  to^our  enemies  to  fortify  themfelves  againft  us, 
^ilc  a  (landing  army  preyed  upon  our  people  ?  Why  forces  unac- 
quainted with  the  ufe  of  arms  were  fcnt  againft  them,  under  the 
command  of  leaders  equally  ignorant  ?  And  why  we  have  fuffered 
^cir  privateers  in  the  mean  tijnc  to  rove  at  large  over  the  ocean,  an4 
«rfu!t  us  upon  our  own  coafts  ?     Why  we  did  not  rcfcue  our  failors 

from 
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from  captivity,  when  opportunities  of  exchange  were  in  our  power  ? 
And  why  we  rpbbed  our  merchants  of  their  crews  by  rigorous  im.-* 
prefles,  without  employing  them  either  to  guard  our  trade^  or  fubdue 
our  enemies  ? 

If  the  Senate  is  not  to  be  fufiered  to  enquire  into  affairs  like  tbde^ 
It  is  no  longer  any  fecurity  to  the  people,  that  they  have  the  right  of 
ele£iing  reprefentattves ;  and  unlefs  they  may  carry  their  enquiries 
back  as  far  as  they  {hall  think  it  neceflary,  the  moft  acute  fagacity  may 
be  eafily  eluded  i  caufes  may  be  very  remote  from  their  c^afaHttenees^ 
the  original  motives  pf  a  long  train  of  wicked  meafures  may  lye  bid 
in  fome  private  tranfadioji  of  former  yeais*  and  thc^advants^es 
which  our  enemies  have  been  of  late  fulFered  to  obUiiv  were  fcvbofpt ' 
fold  them  at  fome  forgotten  congrefs  by^qie  fecret  article* 

Such  are  probably  the  private  tranfa^lifHls  which  the  Honourably 
Gentleman  is  fo  much  afraid  of  expofmg  to  ihe  light  ^  tranladion^ 
in  which  the  intereft  of  Uiis  nation  has  been  meanly  yielded  up- bjr- 
cowardice,  or  fold  by  treachery ;  in  which  Britain  has  been  coiifi«> 
dered  as  a  province  fubordinate  to  fome  other  country^  or  in  wbicb 
the  minifter  has  enriched  himfelf  by  the(acrifice  of  the  public  rights* 

It  has  been,  indeed,  alledged  with  fome  degree  of  candour,  that  manj 
of  our  treaties  were  provifions  againft  invafions  which  perhaps  werp 
never  intended,  and  calculated  to  defeat  meafures  which  only  our  owa 
cowardice  difpofed  us  to  fear*  That  fuch  treaties  have,  indeed,  been 
made,  Hanover  is  afufficient  witnefs^  but  however  frequently  they 
may  occur,  they  may  furely  be  difcovered  with  very  little  diiadvan* 
tage  to  the  nation  j  they  will  prove  only  the  weaknefs  of  tbofe  that 
nutde  them,  who  were  at  one  time  intimidated  by  chimerical  terrors, 
and  at  another  lulled  into  confidence  by  airy  fecurity. 

The  conceflions  from  foreign  powers,  which  have  been  likewise 
mentioned,  ought  furely  not  to  be  produced  as  arguments  againft  the 
motion  ^  for  what  could  more  excite  the  curiofity  of  the  nation,  if, 
indeed,,  this  motion  were  in  reality  produced  by  malevolence  or  re^ 
fentment  -,  if  none  were  expefled  to  concur  in  it  but  thofe  who 
envied  the  abilities,  or  had  felt  the  power  of  the  late  minifter,  it 
might  be  perhaps  defeated  by  fuch  iniinuations ;  for  nothing  could 
more  certainly  regain  his  r^utation,  or  exalt  him  to  more  abfolute 
authority,  than  proofs  that  ne  had  obtained  for  us  any  conceffions 
from  foreign  powers. 

If 
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If  any  advantageous  terms  havfe  been  granted  ua,  he  muft  be 
confefled  to  have  fo  far  difcharged  his  truft  to  bis  allies,  that  he  ha$ 
kept  them  with  the  utmoft  caution  from  the  knowledge  of  the  peo- 
ple, who  have  heard  during  all  his  ad  mini  ft  ration  of  natbiog  bu| 
fubfidies,  fubmiiEoni  and  complian<;e$  paid  to  alm^ft  every  prince 
en  the  continent  who  has  h^d  the  confidence  to  denAfnd  them  i  and 
Jf  by  this  enquiry  any  difcovery  to  the  difad  vantage  of  Qvr  allies 
ikould  be  ftruck  out,  he  n>ay  with  great  ilncerity  alledge,  th^t  it  wa» 
Bade  without  his  coofent. 

Another  objedioo  to  this  enquiry  is,  that  the  fpies  which  are  re-* 
taiaed  ia  foreign  courts  may  be  detected  by  it,  that  the  canals  of  oiw 
iatelligence  mil  be  for  ever  ftopped,  and  that  we  iball  henceforth 
bare  no  knowledge  of  the  defigns  of  foreign  powers,  but  w4iat  may 
be  boueftly  attained  by  penetration  and  experience.  Spies  are,  in- 
dttd,  a  generation  for  whofe  fecurity  I  have  not  much  regard,  but 
for  whom  I  am  on  this  occafion  lefs  folicitous,  as  I  believe  very  few 
of  them  will  be  affeded  by  this  motion. 

The  condu6i  of  our  minifters  has  never  difcovcred  fuch  an  ac- 
quaintance with  the  defigns  of  neighbouring  princes,  as  could  be 
Mpc&td  to  be  obtained  by  any  uncommon  xtiethods,  or  they  have 
very  little  improved  -the  opportunities  which  early  information  put 
into  their  power)  for  they  have  always  been  baffled  and  deceived* 
Either  thejr  have  employed  no  fpies,  or  their  fpies  have  been  di-- 
l^Qcd  to  elude  them  by  falfe  intelligence,  or  true -intelligence  has  been 
<rf  no  ufe ;  and  if  any  of  thefe  aflertions  be  true,  the  public  will  not 
fuffcr  by  the  motion. 

It  was  juftlyobfervcd  by  the  Honourable  Gentleman,  that  a  paral- 
W  may  be  properly  drawn  between  a  nation  and  a  private  man,  and 
by  confcqucnce  between  a  trading  nation  and  a  trader.  Let  us 
therefore  confider  what  muft  be  the  ftate  of  that  trader  who  fhall 
never  infpe£l  or  ftate  his  accounts,  who  (hall  fuflfer  his  iervants  to 
traffic  in  the  dark  with  his  ftock,  and  on  his  credit,  and  who  fhall 
permit  them  to  tranfaft  bargains  in  his  name,  without  enquiring 
whether  they  are  advantageous,  or  whether  they  are  performed. 

Every  man  immediately  marks  out  a  trader  thus  infatuated,  as  6n 
Ac  brink  of  bankruptcy  and  ruin  ;  every  one  will  cafily  forefee,  that 
kis.fervants  will  take  advantage  of  his  credulity,  and  proceed  hourly 
to  grofler  frauds ;  th:it  they  will  grow  rich  by  betraying  his  intereft, 
that  ihcy  will  negleft  his  affairs  to  promote  their  own,  that  they  will 

plun- 
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pluhder  him  till  he  has  nothing  left,  and  feek  then  for  employment 
among  thofe  to  whom  they  have  recommended  themfelves  by  felling 
their  truft.     His  neighbours,  who  eafily  forefcc  his  approaching  mi- 
fcry,  retire  from  him  by  degrees,  difunite  their  bufmefs  from  hi§ 
and  leave  him  to  faU,  without  involving  others  in  his  ruin. 

Such  muft  be  the  fate  of  a  trader  whom  idlenefs,  or  a  blind  con- 
fidence in  the  integrity  of  others,  hinders  from  attending  to  his  own 
affairs,  unle(s  he  roufes  from  his  {lumber,  and  recovers  from  his  in« 
Situation*  And  what  is  to  be  done  by  the  man  who,  having  for 
more  than  twenty  years  negleSed  fo  neceflary  an  employment,  finds 
what  muft  neceflarily  be  found  in  much  lefs  time,  his  accounts  per- 
plexed^  his  credit  deprefled,  and  his  affairs  difordered?  What  re- 
mains, but  that  he  fuffer  that  diforder  to  proceed  no  farther,  that 
he  refolutely  examine  all  the  tranfadions  which  he  has  hitherto  over- 
looked, that  he  repair  thofe  errors  which  are  yet  retrievable,  and 
reduce  his  trade  into  method  ;  that  he  doom  thofe  fervants,  by  whom 
be  has  been  robbed  or  deceived,  to  the  puniffiment  which  they  de- 
ferve,  and  recover  from  them  that  wealth  which  they  have  accumu- 
lated by  rapacity  and  fraud. 

By  this  method  only  can  the  credit  of  the  trader  or  the  nation  be 
repaired,  and  this  is  the  method  which  the  motion  recommends;  a 
motion  with  which -therefore  every  man  may  be  expeSed  to  comply, 
who  defires  that  his  country  (hould  once  more  recover  its  influence 
and  power,  who  wifhes  to  fee  Britain  again  courted  and  feared,  and 
her  monarch  confidered  as  the  arbiter  of  the  world,  the  protestor  of 
the  true  religion,  and  the  defender  of  the  liberties  of  mankind. 

Mr,  Phillips  fpoke  in  fubftancc  as  follows : — Sir,  I  am  fo  far 
from  believing  that  there  is  danger  of  expofing  the  fpies  of  the  go- 
vernment to  the  refentment  of  foreign  princes,  by  complying  with 
this  motion,  that  I  fufpecl  the  oppofition  to  be  produced  chiefly  from 
a  confcioufnefs,  that  no  fpies  will  be  difcovcred  to  have  been  em- 
ployed, and  that  the  fecret  fervice  for  which  fuch  large  fums  have 
been  required,  will  appear  to  have  been  rather  for  the  fervice  of  do- 
meftic  than  of  foreign  traitors,  and  to  have  been  performed  rather 
in  this  Houfe  than  in  foreign  courts. 

Secret  fervice  has  been  long  a  term,  of  great  ufe  to  the  minifters 
of  this  nation ;  a  term  of  art  to  which  fuch  uncommon  efficacy  lias 
been  hitherto  annexed,  that  the  people  have  been  influenced  by  it  to 
pay  taxes,  without  expelling  to  be  informed  how  they  were  applied, 

I  having 
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having  been  content  with  being  told  when  they  enquired  after  thpir 
properties,  that  they  were  exhaufted  and  diffipated  in  fecret  fervice. 

Secret  fervice  I  conceive  to  have  originally  implied  trania<3ions, 
of  which  the  agents  were  fecret,  though  the  efFe(fls  were  vifiblc. 
When  Marlborough  defeated  the  French,  when  he  counteraded  all 
their  firatagems,  obviated  all  their  defigns,  and  deceived  all  their 
expedbtions,  he  charged  the  nation  with  large  fums  for  fecret  ferr 
vice,  which  were,  indeed,  chearfully  allowed ;  becaufe  the  importance 
and  reality  of  the  fervice  were  apparent  from  its  efFe£b.  But.wha^ 
advantages  can  our  minifters  boaft  of  having  obtained  in  twenty  years 
by  the  means  of  their  intelligence  ?  Or  by  whom  have  they  within 
that  period,  not  been  deceived  by  falfe  appearances?  When  we  pur- 
chafe  (ecret  fervice  at  fo  dear  a  rate,  let  it  appear  that  we  really  ob- 
tain what  we  pay  for»  though  the  means  by  which  it  is  obtained  are 
kept  impenetrably  fecret.  \Vhereyer  the.  ufefulnefs  of  the  intelli^ 
gence  is  no|:  difcoverable,  it  is  furely  juft  to  enquire,  whether  our 
jnpney  is  not  demanded  for  other  purpofes,  whether  we  are  not  in 
reality  hiring  with  our  own  money  armies  to  enflave,  or  fenators  to 
betray  iis  9  or-  enriching  an  avaricious  miniiler,  while  we  imagine 
ouffelves  contributing  to  the  public  Security  ? 

Colonel  Cholmo^delev  replied  to  the  following  efFcft: — Sir,^it 
has  been  in  all  foregoing  ages  the  cuflom  for  men  to  fpeak  of  tlve 
government  with  reverence,  even  when  they  oppofed  its  meafur^s, 
or  proje<^d  its  diflblution ;  nor  has  it  been  thought  in  any  time  be- 
fore our  own  decent  or  fenatorial,  to  give  way  to  fatire  or  invedive, 
.or  indulge  a  petulant  imagination,  to  endeavour  to  level  all  orders 
by  contemptuous  reflections,  or  to  court  the  populace,  by  echcfing 
their  language,  or  adopting  their  fentiments. 

This  method  of  gaining  the  reputation  of  patriotifm,  has  been 
unknown  till  the  prefent  age,  and  referv.cd  for  the  prefent  leaders  of 
the  people,  who  will  have  the  honour  to  fiand  recorded  as  the  ori- 
ginal authors  of  anarchy,  the  great  fubverters  of  order,  and  the  firft 
ipen  >vho  dar^  to  pronounce,  that  all  the  fecrets  of  g^vernmeqt 
ou^t  to  be  made  public. 

It  has  been  hitherto  underftood  in  all  nations,  that  tbofe  who  were 
iotrufted  with  authority,  had  like  wife  a  claim  to  refpedt  and  confi- 
dence ;  that  ;hcy  were'  chofen  for  the  fuperiority  of  their  abilities,  or 
tb^  reput/uion.of  their  virtue;  and  that  therefore  it  was  reafonable 
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to  confign  to  their  management,  the  dire£lion  of  fuch  affairs  as  by 
their  own  nature  require  fecrecy. 

^  But  this  ancient  doArine,  by  which  fubordination  has  been  fo  long 
preferved,  is  now  to  be  fct  afidc  for  new  principles,  which  may  flatter 
the  pride,  and  incite  the  paflions  of  the  people;  we  arc  now  to  be 
told,  that  affairs  are  only  kept  fecrct,  becaufe  they  will  not  bear  exa- 
mination; that  men  conceal  not  thofe  tranfaftions  in  which  they 
have  fucceeded,  but  thofc  in  which  they  have  failed ;  that  they  jire 
only  inclined  to  hide  their  follies  or  their  crimes,  and  that  to  examine 
their  conduft  in  the  moft  open  manner,  is  only  to  fecurc  the  intcreft 
of  the  public. 

Thus  has  the  nation  .been  taught  to  expect,  that  the  counfels  of 
the  cabinet  ihould  be  difpei;fed  in  the  public  papers ;  that  their  go- 
vernors fliould  declare  the  motives  of  their  meafures,  and  difcovcr 
the  demands  of  our  allies,  and  the  fcheme  ef  our  policy ;  and  that 
the  people  fhould  be  confulted  upon  every  emergence,  and  enjoy  the 
right  of  inilru^ling  not  only  their  own  reprcfentatives,  but  the  mi- 
niflers  of  the  crown. 

In  this  debate  the  mention  of  fecret  treaties  has  been  received  with 
contempt  and  ridicule,  the  minifters  have  been  upbraided  with  chi- 
merical fears,  and  unneceiTary  provifions  againft  attacks  which  never 
were  defigned ;  they  Jiave  been  alledged  to  have  no  other  intereft  in 
view  than  their  own,  when  they  endeavour  to  miflead  enquirers,  and 
to  have  in  reality  nothing  to  keep  from  public  view  but  tlieir  own 
ignorance  or  wickednefs. 

It  cannot  furely  be  ferioufly  adertcd  by  men  of  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience, that  there  are  no  deiigns  formed  by  wife  governments,  of 
which  the  fuccefs  depends  upon  fecrecy ;  nor  can  it  be  aflerted,  that 
the  enquiry  now  propofed  will  betray  nothing  from  which  our  ene- 
mies may  receive  advantage* 

If  we  ihould  fuppofe,  that  all  our  fchemes  are  either  fully  accom- 
plifhed,  or  irretrievably  defeated,  it  will  not  even  then  be  prudent  to 
difcover  them,  fmce  they  will  enable  our  enemies  to  form  conjec- 
tures of  the  future  from  the  paft,  and  to  obviate  hereafter  the  (ame 
defigns,  when  it  (hall  be  thought  necefiary  to  refume  them. 

But  in  reality  nothing  is  more  irrational,  than  to  fuppofe  this  a 
iafer  time  than  any  other  for  fuch  general  difcoveries ;  ibr  why  Ihould 
it  be  imagined,  that  our  engagements  are  not  ftill  depending,  and 
•ur  treaties  yet  in  force  ?  And  what  can  be  more  difhonounible  or 
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imprudent,  than  to  deftroy  at  once  the  whole  fcheme  of  foreign  pOi« 
licy,  to  diflblve  our  alliances,  and  deftroy  the  efeds  of  fuch  long 
and  fuch  expenflve  negotiations,  without  firft  examining  whether 
they  will  be  beneficial  or  detrimental  to  us  ? 

Nor  is  it  only  with  refped  to  foreign  affairs  that  fecrecy  is  necef- 
Ciry;  there  are  undoubtedly  many  domeftic  tranfadions  which  it  is 
iiot  proper  to  communicate  to  the  whole  nation.  There  is  ftill  a 
bSdon  among  us,  which  openly  deftres  the  fubverdon  of  our  prefent 
eftablifliment  ^  a  faction,  indeed .  not  powerful,  and  which  grows,  I 
hope,  every  day  weaker,  but  which  is  favoured,  or  at  leaft  imagines 
itfelf  favoured  by  thole  who  have  fo  long  diftinguiihed  themfelves  by 
oppofing  the  meaftires  of  the  government.  Againft  thefe  men» 
whofe  hopes  are  revived  by  every  commotion,  who  ftudioufly 
heighten  every  fubjed  of  difcontent,  and  add  their  outcries  to  every 
damour,  it  is  not  doubted  but  meafures  are  formed,  by  which 
their  defigns  are  difcovered,  and  their  meafures  broken ;  nor  can  it 
be  fuppofed,  that  this  is  done  without  the  afEftance  of  ibme  who  are 
received  with  confidence  amongft  them,  and  who  probably  pais  for 
the  moft  zealous  of  their  party. 

Many  other  domeftic  occafions  of  expence  might  be  mentionedf 
of  expence  which  operates  in  private,  and  produces  benefits  which 
are  only  not  acknowledged,  becaufe  they  are  not  known,  but  which 
could  no  longer  be  applied  to  the  fame  ufeful  purpofes,  if  the  channels 
dirough  which  it  pafles  were  laid  open.  I  cannot  therefore  forbear  - 
to  ofier  niy  opinion,  that  this  motion,  by  which  all  die  fecrets  of  our 
government  will  be  difcovered,  will  tend  to  the  confuGon  of  the 
preient  fyfiem  of  Europe^  to  the  abiblute  ruin  of  our  intereft  in 
foreign  courts,  and  to  the  embarraffment  of  our  domeftic  affairs. 
I  cannot  therefore  conceive  how  any  advantages  can  be  expeded  by 
the  moft  eager  perfecutors  of  the  late  miniftry,  which  can  even  in 
their  opinion  deferve  to  be  purchafed  at  fo  dear  a  rate. 

Mr.  Pitt  then  fpoke  to  the  following  purpofe : — Sir,  I  know  not 
by  what  fatality  the  adverfaries  of  the  motion  are  impelled  to  affifl 
their  adverfiuies,  and  contribute  to  their  own  overthrow,  by  fug-» 
pfting,  whenever  they  attempt  to  oppofe  it,  new  arguments  againfl 
themfelves. 

It  has  been  long  obferved,  that  when  men  are  drawing  near  to 
Mnidion,  they  are  apparently  deprived  of  their  underftanding,  and 
contribute  by  their  own  folly  to  thofe  calamities  with  which  they  are 

I  2  threatened. 


threateiwdy  bot  which  might  b3r  a  difierent  condud  be  fometimes 
delayed.  This  has  furely  now  happened  to  the  veteran  advocates  for 
an  aUblute  and  unaccountable  miniftry,  who  have  difcovered  on  thii 
occaiion,  by  the  weaknefs  of  their  refiftance,  that  their  abilities  am 
dtdtning ;  and  I  cannot  but  hope,  that  the  omen  will  be  fulfilled  ; 
and  that  their  infatuationwill  be  quickly  followed  by  their  ruin. 

To  touch  in  this  debate  on  our  domeftic  affairs,  to  mention  tho 
diftribntion  of  the  public  money,  and  to  difcover  their  fears,  left  the 
ways  in  which  it  has  been  dilbuifed,  (hould  by  this  enquiry  be  difco. 
vered,  to  recal  to  the  minds  of  their  opponents  the  immte'nfe  fiioui 
which  have  been  annually  demand^,  and  of  which  no  account 
has  been  yet  given,  is  furely  the  loweft  degree  of  weaknefs  and 
imprudence* 

I  am  fo  far  from,  being  convinced  diat  any  danger  can  arife  from 
dus  enquiry,  that  I  believe  the  nation  can  only  be  injured  by  a  long 
negle6l  of  fuch  examinations  ;  and  that  a  jninifter  is  eafily  formidable, 
when  he  has  exempted  himfeif  by  a  kind  of  prefcription  from  expofing 
his  accounts,  and  has  long  had  an  opportunity  of  employing  tho 
public  money  in  multiplying  his  dependents,  enndting  his  hirehngSy 
enflaving  boroughs,  and  corrupting  fenates. 

That  thcfe  have  been  in  reality  the  puipofes  for  which  the  taxet 
tf  imany  yeans  have  been  Squandered,  is  fuftciently  apparent  without 
all  tntftiky.  We  hav«  w«fted  fums  wilii  which  the  French,  in  pur- 
fiiance  of  their  new  fcheme  of  increafing  their  influence,  would 
have  been  able  to  purchafe  the  kibmifflon  of  half  the  nations  of  the 
earths  aittd  with  which  the  monarchs  of  Europe  might  lunre  been 
h^\d  dopefidefit  on  a  nod ;  thefe  they  have  waAed  only  to  fink  our 
country  into  diigrace,  to  heighten  the  ipirit  of  .impotent  enemies,  to 
deftroy  our  commerce,  and  diflreis  our  colonies.  We  have  patiently 
&{Fered,  during  a  peace  of  twenty  yeacs,  thofe  taxes  -to  be  eaGtcoted 
from  us,  by  which  a  war  might  have  been  (upported  againfl  ihC'Rioft 
powerful  hation,  and  have  feen  them  engulphed  in  the  bouocBeft  ex* 
pences  of  the  government,  without  being  able  to  difcover  any  other 
effisft  fiom  them  than  "the  -eftablifhment  of  Tmioifterial  tyranny. 

There  *has,  indeed,  been  among  the  foliowers  of  the  court  m  re-. 
gular  fubordination,  and  cxad  obedience  j  nor  has  any  .man  been 
found  hardy  enough -to  rejtfl  the  di£tetes  of  fhegrand  vtfier.  Every 
man  who  has  received  his  pay,  has  with  great  cheerfolnefs  complied 
with  his  commands  i  add  every  man  who  has  held  any  poft  or  office 
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under  the  crown,  has  evidently  confidered  himfelf  as  enlifl^d  b^ 
the  minifter.  , 

But  the  vifible  influence  of  places,  however  deftru£^ive  to  the 
conftitution,  is  not  the  chief  motive  of  an  enquiry  -,  an  enquiry  im- 
plies  Ibmething  fecret,  and  is  intended  to  difcover  the  private  ine«- 
thods  of  extending  dependence,  and  propagating  corruption  j  the 
methods  by  which  the  people  have  been  infiuenced  to  choo&  thofe 
men  for  reprefentatives  whofe  principles  they  deteft,  and  wfaofe  con^ 
du<^  they  condemn  ;  and  by  which  thoie  whom  their  couxitry  has 
cfaofen  for  the  guardians  of  ks  liberties,  have  been  induced  to  fup* 
port,  in  this  Houfe  meafures,  which  rn  every  other  place  they  have 
made  no  fcruple  to  cenfure. 

When  we  fiiall  examine  the  diftcibution  of  the  public  treafure, 
when  we  Ihall  enquire  by  what  condud  we  have  been  debarred  from 
the  honours  of  'war,  andfkt  the  fame  time  deprived  of  the  bleffings 
of  peace,  to  what  caufcs  it  is  to  be  imputed,  that  our  debts  liave 
continued  during  the  long  continued  tranquillity  of  Europe,  nearly 
in  the  ftate  to  which  they  were  raifed  by  fighting,  2ft  our  own  expence, 
At  general  quarrel  of  mankind ;  jEind  why  the  fmking  fund,  a  kind 
of  inviolable  depofit  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  our  creditors, 
and  the  mitigation  of  our  taxes,  has  been  from  year  to  year  jdiverted 
to  very  different  ufes  i  We  (hall  find  diat  our  treafure  has  been  ex- 
baufted,  not  to  humble  foreign  enemies,  or  obviate  domeftic  infur- 
redions;  not  tofupport  bur  allies,  or  fupprofs»our  istStiQusi  *butfor 
rads  which  no  man,  who  feds  the  lavt  of  his  country  yet  unsxtin* 
guiihed,  can  name  without  ^honor,  the  purobarfe  of  alliances,  and 
the  hire  of  votes,  the  corruption  of  the  people,  and  the  exaltation  of 
France. 

Such  are  the  difcoveries  which  I  am  not  afraid  to  declare,  Ihat  I 
txft&  (torn  the  enquiry,  and  therefore  Icarmot  but  think  it  necef- 
fary.  If  thofe  to  whom  the  adminiftration  df  affairs  has  been  for 
twenty  years  committed,  have  betrayed  their  truft,  if  they  rhave  in- 
vaded the  public  rights  with  the  public  treafure,  and  made  ufeof  tile 
dignides  which  their  country  has  conferred  upon  them,  only  to  erifbvo 
K  who  will  not  confefs,  that  they  ought  to  be  delivered  up  to  fpeedy 
jufticc  i  That  they  ought  to  i)e  fet  as  land-marks  to  pofteFity,  to 
warn  thofe  who  fliall  hereafter  launch  out  on  the  ocean  of  oAuence 
and  power,  not  to  be  too  confident  of  a  profperous  gale,  .but  to  re- 
Bicmber,  that  there  are  rocks  on  which  whoever  rttlbesmiift  tnevi- 
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fably  perifh  ?  If  they  are  innocent,  and  far  be  it  from  me  to  declare 
them  guilty  without  cxaminatipn,  whom  will  this  enquiry  injure  i 
Or  what  eileds  will  it  produce,  but  that  which  every  man  appears  to 
defire,  the  re-eftabli(hment  of  the  public  tranquillity,  a  firm  confi- 
dence ti^  the,juftice  and  wifdom  of  the  government,  and  a  general 
reconciliation  of  the  people  to  the  minifters. 

Colonel  MoRDAUNT  fpoke  then  in  fubflance  as  follows: — Sir, 
notwithftanding  the  zeal  with  which  the  Honourable  Gentleman  has 
tirged  the  neceffity  of  this  enquiry,  a  zeal  of  .which,  I  think,  it  may 
at  leaft  be  (aid,  that  it  is  too  vehement  and  acrimonious  to  be  the 
mere  refult  of  public  fpirit,  unmixed  with  intereft  or  refentment ; 
he  ha&  yet  been  fo  far  unfuccefsful  in  his  reafoning,  that  he  has  not 
produced  in  me  ;iny  convidion,  or  weakened  any  of  the  impreffions 
which  the  arguments  of  thofe  whom  he  oppofes  had  made  upon  me. 

He  has  contented  himfelf  with  recapitulating  fome  of  the  benefits 
which  maybe  hoped  for  from  the  enquiry;  he  has  reprefented  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms,  the  fuppofed  mifcondud  of  the  miniftry ;  he  has 
aggravated  all  the  appearances  of  wickednefs  or  negligence,  and 
then  has  inferred  the  ufefulnefs  of  a  general  enquiry  for  the  punifh- 
ment  of  paft  oiiences,  and  the  prevention  of  the  like  practices  ia 
fixture  times. 

l^h^t  he  has  difcovered  great  qualifications  for  inve£Hve,  and  that 
his  declamation  was  well  calculated  to  inflame  thofe  who  have  al- 
ready determined  their  opinion,  and  who  are  therefore  only  retrained 
from  (itch  meafures  as  ^re  now  recommended  by  natural  caution  and 
fedatenefs,  I  do  not  deny ;  but  furely  he  does  not  exped  to  gain  pro- 
felytes  by  aflertions  without  proof,  or  to  produce  any  alteration  of 
fentiments,  without  attempting  to  anfwer  the  arguments  which  have 
been  offered  againft  his  opinion. 

It  has  been  urged  with  great  appearance  of  reafon,  that  an  en- 
quiry, fuch  as  is  now  propofed,  with  whatever  profpeds  of  ven- 
geance, of  juftice,  or  of  advantage,  it  may  flatter  us  at  a  diftance, 
will  be  in  reality  detrimental  to  the  public ;  becaufe  it  will  difcover 
all  the  fecrets  of  our  government,  lay  all  our.  negotiations  open  to 
the  world,  will  fhew  what  powers  we  moft  fear,  or  moft  tnift,  and 
furnilh  our  ^enemies  with  means  of  defeating  all  our  fchemes,  and 
counterading  all  our  meafures. 

This  appears  to  me.  Sir,  the  chief  argument  againft  the  motion, 
an  argument  of  which  the  force  cannot  but  be  di&overed  by  thofe 

whofe 
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vhofe  intereft  it  is  to  confute  it,  and  of  which,  therefore,  by  ap- 
pearing to  negle<fl  it,  they  feem  to  confefs  that  it  is  unanfwerable ; 
and  therefore,  fmce  1  cannot  find  the  motion  juftified  otherwife  th^n 
by  loud  declarations  of  its  propriety,  and  violent  invedives  agaipft 
the  miniftry,  I  hope  that  I  ihallefcape  at  leaft  the  cenfi^re  of  the  calm 
and  impartial,  though  I  venture  to  declare,  that  I  cannot  approve 
it ;  and  with  regard  to  the  clamorous  and  the  turbulent,  I  have  long 
learned  to  dcfpife  their  menaces,  becaufe  I  have  hitherto  fouiid  them 
only  the  boafts  of  impotence, 

Mr.  CoRNW^ALL  made  anfwcr  to  the  following  purport  :—*Sir,  if 
to  obtain  the  important  approbation  of  the  Gentleman  that  fpoke  laft, 
it  be  ncceffary  only  to  anfwer  the  argument  on  which  he  has  infilled, 
and  nothing  be  necelTary  to  produce  an  enquiry  but  his  approbation, 
I  fhall  not  defpair,  that  this  debate  may  be  concluded  according  to 
the  wifhes  of  the  nation,  that  fecret  wicked nefs  may  be  deteded, 
and  that  our  pofterity  may  be  fecured  from  any  invafion  of  their  li- 
berty, by  examples  of  the  vengeance  of  an  injured  people. 

•"The  Houfc  divided.— The  Yeas  went  forth. — For  the  Queftion 
242  i  againft  it  244. — So  that  it  pafled  in  the  negative  by  a  majo- 
rity of  two.] 
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May  20,  1742. 

Debate  on  a  Motion  for  indemnifying  Evidence  relating  to  the  ConduS 

of  the  Earl  of  Orford. 

The  following  debate  having  been  produced  by  an  occafion  very  uncom^ 
mon  and  important,  it  is  neceffary  to  give  an  account  of  fuch  tranf actions 
as  may  contribute  to  illuftrate  it* 

The  prime  mintfter  being  driven  out  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  the 
prevalence  of  thofe,  who  from  their  oppofition  to  the  meafures  of  the 
C0urt,  were  termed  the  country  party,  it  was  propofed  that  a  committee 
jbould  be  appointed,  ^  to  enquire  into  the  condud  of  public  af- 
^  fairs  at  home  and  abroad,  during  the  laft  twenty  years  \**  but 
the  motion  was  reje^ed* 
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//  was  afterwards  movcd^  "  That  a  committee  fliould  be  appointed  to 
**  enquire  into  the  condua  of  Robert,  Earl  of  Orford,  daring  the 
**  laft  TEN  years  in  which  lie  was  firft  Commiffioner  of  the  Trea- 

*  _ 

*'  fury,  and  Chancellor  and  Under  Trcafurer  of  the  Exchequer," 
which  was  carried  hy  252  to  245. 

J.  committee  of  one  and  twenty  being  chofcn  by  ballot^  and  entering  upon 
the  enquiry^  called  before  them  Mr.  Gibbon,  who  declared  himfelf  agent 
to  J.  Botteler,  andfaid^  that  Botteler  being  a  candidate  for  Wen- 
dovcr,  and  finding  that  no  fuccefs  was  to  be  expelled  without  500/. 
fent  a  friend  to  N.  Paxton,  with  a  letter^  and  that  hefaw  him  return 
with  a  great  number  of  papers^  in  which  he  f aid  were  bills  for  500/. 

-Botteler  and  his  friend  being  examined^  confirmed  the  tefiimony  ^Gib* 
bon  ;  tf»rf  Botteler  added^  that  he  fent  to  Paxton  as  an  officer  of  the 
treafury^  acquainted  with  thofe  who  had  the  difpdfal  of  money  j  that 
his  claim  to  the  favour  which  he  afked  arofe  from  a  difdppointmcnt  in 
a  former  eleSiion  j  that  he  Itever  gave  for  the  money  anyfecurity  or 
etcltnowledgment^  nor  conftdered  himfelf  indebted  for  it  to  Paxton  or  any 
other  perfon^  •  ^ 

Paxton  being  then  examined^  refufed  to  r'etur/t  any  anjwer  to  the  queftien 
of  the  Committee^  becaufe  the  anfwer  might  tend  to  accufe  himfelf. 
Which  reafon  was  alledged  by  others  for  a  like  refufaL 

The  Committee  finding  their  enquiries  eluded^  hy  this  plea  for  fecrecy^ 
which  the  laws  of  Britain  allow  to  be  valid,  reported  to  the  Commom 
the  obflacles  that  they  met  with  \  for  the  removal  of  which  a  hill  was 
brought  in  like  that  of  indemnity ;  which  having  pajjed  the  CommmSy 
prcdueed  in  the  Iloufe  of  Lords  a  debate^  in  which  the  greatefi  nun  of 
each  party  exerted  the  utmofi  force  of  their  reafon  and  eloquence. 

The  bill  being  read  a  fecund  time,  and  a  motion  made  for  its  being  r/- 
f erred  to  a  Committee,  • 

Lord  Carteret  fpoke  to  this  effcft : — My  Lords,  As  the  quef* 
tion  now  before  us  is  of  the  highcft  importance  both  to  the  prefent  age 
and  to  pofterity,  aS  it  may  direS  the  proceedings  of  the  courts  of 
jufticcj  prefcribe  the  courfe  of  public  enquiries,  and  by  confequence 
afFcft  the  property  or  life  of  every  Lord  in  this  Aflembly ;  I  hope  it 
will  be  debated  amongft  us  without  the  acrimony  which  arifes  from 
the  prejudice  of  party,  or  the  violence  which  is  produced  by  the  dedre 
of  vidory,  .and  that  the  contrqverfy  will  be  animated  by  ho  other 
paiEon  than  zeal  for  juftice  and  love  of  truth. 
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For  my  part,  my  Lords,  I  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  many  pro« 
frifions  of  my  Hncerity  will  hot  be  neceflary  on  this  occafion,  becaule 
I  (hall  not  be  eafily  fufpeded  of  any  partiality  in  favour  of  the  noble 
Lord  to  whoni  this  bill  immediately  relates.  It  is  well  known  to 
your  Lordfhips  bow  freely  I  have  Cenfured  his  condu£l,  and  how 
invariably  I  have  oppo(ed  thofe  meafures  by  which  the  nation  has  been 
lb  far  exafperated,  that  the  bill,  now'  under  our  confideration,  ha» 
been  thought  neceflary  by  the  Commons,  to  pacify  the  general  dif- 
content,  to  reftore  the  public  tranquillity,  and  to  recover  that  confi- 
dence in  the  government,  without  which  no  happinefs  is  to  be  ex- 
peded,  without  which  the  beft  meafures  will  always  be  ol)ftruSed 
by  the  people,  and  the  jufteft  remonftrances  difregarded  by  the 
court. 

But  however  laudable  may  be  the  end  propofcd  by  the  Commons, 
I  cannot,  my  Lords,  be  fo  far  dazzled  by  the  profpe£l  of  obtaining  it, 
as  not  to  examine  the  means  to  which  we  are  invited  to  concur,  and 
enquire  li^ith  that  attention  which  the  honour  of  fitting  in  diis  Houfe 
has  ihade  my  duty,  whether  they  are  fuch  as  have  been  pra^lifed 
by  our  anceftors,  fuch  as  are  prefcribed  by  the  law,  or  warranted  by 
prudence. 

The  c^aution,  my  Lords,  with  which  our  anceftors  have  always 
proceeded  in  enquiries  by  which  life  or  death,  property  or  reputatioci 
was  endangered,  the  certainty,  or  at  leaft  the  high  degree  of  pro'ba- 
bility,  which  they  required  in  evidence,  to  make  it  a  fuflScient  ground 
of  convidion,  is  univerfally  known  ;  nor  is  it  neceflary  to  ihew  their 
opinion  by  particular  examples,  becaufe  being  no  lefs  folicitous  for 
the  welfare  of  their  pofterity  than  for  their  own,  they  were  careful 
to  record  their  fentiments  in  laws  and  ftatutes,  and  to  prefcribc 
witD  the  ftrongeft  fan<Sions  to  fucceeding  governments,  what  they 
had  difcovered  by  their  own  refiedtions,  or  been  taught  by  their 
|}redeceflbr9. 

They  confidered,  my  Lords,  not  only  how  great  was  the  hardihip 
of  being  iihjuftly  condemned,  but  likewife  how  much  a  man  niight 
fufFer  by  being  falfdy  accufed;  how  much  he  might  be  harrafled  by 
a  profecution,  and  how  fcnfibly  he  might  feel  the  difgrace  df  a  trial. 
They  knew  that  to  be  charged  with  guilt  implied  fome  degree  of  re- 
proach, and  that  it  gave  room  at  l^aft  for  an  inference  that  the 
JE^own  condu(^  of  the  perfon  accufed  was  fuch  as  made  it  probable, 
i^^X  be  wtfs  RUI  more  wicked  than  lie  appeared  i  they  knew  that  the 

credulity 
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crcdiilitj  of  fome  might  suimit  the  charge  upon  evidence  that  was  re- 
)edbed  by  the  court,  and  that  difference  of  party,  or  private  quarrels^ 
might  provoke  others  to  propagate  reports  once  publiQied,  even  when 
in  their  own  opinion  they  were  fufficiently  confuted  j  and  that  there- 
fore an  innocent  man  might  languifli  in  infamy  by  a  groundlefs 
Charge,  though  he  (hould  efcape  any  legal  penalty. 

It  has  therefore,  my  Lords,  been  immemorially  eftablifhed  in  this 
nation,  that  no.  man  can  be  apprehended,  or  called  into  queftion  for 
any  crime  till  there  (ball  be  proof. 

Firft,  that  there  Is  a  Corpus  Delt^iy  a  crime  really  and  vifibly  com- 
mitted ',  thus  before  a  procefs  can  be  iflued  out  for  enquiring  after  a 
murderer,  it  muft  be  apparent  that  a  murder  has  been  perpetrated^ 
the  dead  body  muft  be  expofed  to  a  jury,  and  it  muft  appear  to  them 
that  he  died  by  violence.  It  is  not  fufficient  that  a  man  is  loft,  and 
that  it  is  probable  that  he  is  murdered,  becaufe  no  other  reafon  of  his 
abfence  can  be  affigned ;  he  mud  be  found  with  the  marks  of  force 
upon  him,  or  fome  circum (lances  that  may  make  it  credible,  that  he 
did  not  pcnfli  by  accident,  or  his. own  hand. 

It  is  required,  fecondly,  my  Lords,  that  he  who  apprehends  any 
perfon  as  guilty  of  the  fadt  thus  apparently  committed,  muft  fu(pe£l 
him  to  be  the  criminal ;  for  he  is  not  to  take  an  opportunity,  afforded 
him  by  the  commiflion  of  an  illegal  a£l,  to  gratify  any  fccrct  malice, 
or  wanton  curiofity,  or  to  drag  to  a  folcmn  examination,  thofe  againft 
whom  he  cannot  fupport  an  accufation. 

And,  my  Lords,  that  fufpicion  may  not  ravage  the  reputation  of 
Britons  without  controul ;  that  men  may  not  give  way  to  the  mere 
fuggeftions  of  malevolence,  and  load  the  charaders  of  thofe  with 
atrocious  wickednefs,  whom  perhaps  they  have  no  real  reafon  to  be- 
lieve more  depraved  than  the  bulk  of  mankind,  and  whofe  failings 
may  have  been  exaggerated  in  their  eyes  by  contrariety  of  opinion,  or 
accidental  competition,  it  is  required  in  the  third  place,  my  Lords, 
that  whoever  apprehends  or  molefts  another  on  fuijpicion  of  a  crime, 
(hall  be  able  to  give  the  reafons  of  his  fufpicion,  and  to  prove  them 
by  competent  evidence. 

Thcfe,  my  Lords,  are  three  cflentials  which  the  wifdom  of  our 
anceftors  has  made  indifpenfably  previous  to  the  arreft  or  imprifon- 
ment  of  the  meaneft  Briton  ;  it  muft  appear,  that  there  is  a  crime 
committed,  diat  the  perfon  to  be  feized  is  fufpedled  of  having  com- 
mitted it,  and  that  the  fuipicion  is  founded  upon  probability.  Reqiii- 
8  fites 
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fites  [o  reafonable  in  their  own  nature,  fo  neceflary  to  the  prote^Sioa 
of  every  man's  quiet  and  reputation,  and  by  confequence  (o  ufeful  to 
thefecuricy  and  happineis  of  fociety,  that  I  fuppofe  they  will  need  no 
(upport  or  vindication.  Every  man  is  interefted  in  the  continuance 
of  this  method  of  proceeding,  becaufe  no  man  is  fecure  from  fuiFering 
by  the  interruption  or  abolition  of  it. 

« 

Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  care  and  caution  which  the  law  dire£ls  in 
tbe  ilrft  part  of  any  criminal  procefs,  the  detainment  of  the  pf ribs 
ftippofed  guilty ;  nor  is  the  method  of  trial  prefcribed  with  lefs  regard 
to  the  fecurity  of  innocence. 

It  is  an  eilabliflied  maxim,  that  no  man  can  be  obliged  to  accufe 
bimfelf,  or  to  anfwer  any  queftions  which  may  have  any  tendency  to 
difcover  what  the  nature  of  his  defence  requires  to  be  concealed* 
His  guilt  muft  appear  either  by  a  voluntary  and  unconftrained  con* 
feiHon,  which  the  terrors  of  confcience  have  fometimes  extorted,  and 
the  notoriety  of  the  crime  has  at  other  times  produced,  or  by  the 
depofition  of  fuch  witnefTes  as  the  jury  fhall  think  worthy  of  belief. 

To  the  credibility  of  any  witnefs  it  is  always  requifite  that  he  b« 
difinterefted,  that  his  own  caufc  he  not  involved  in  that  off  the  perfon 
who  fbnds  at  the  bar,  that  he  has  no  profpe^l  of  advancing  his  for- 
tune,  clearing  his  reputation,  or  fecuring  his  life.  For  it  is  made 
too  plain  by  daily  examples,  that  interefl:  will  prevail  over  the  virtue 
of  moft  men,. and  that  it  is  not  fafe  to  believe  thofc  who  are  ftrongly 
tempted  to  deceive. 

There  are  cafes,  my  Lords,  where  the  intcreft  of  the  perfon  offering 
his  evidence  is  fo  apparent,  that  he  is  not  even  admitted  to  be  heard  ; 
and  any  benefit  which  may  poflibly  be  propofed,  is  admitted  as  an 
ci)jc3ion  to  evidence,  and  weakens  it  in  a  meafure  proportionate  to 
the  diftance  of  the  profpeft  and  the  degree  of  profit. 

Such  are  the  rules  hitherto  followed  in  criminal  proceedings,  the 
violation  of  which  has  been  always  cenfured  as  cruelty  and  oppreSion, 
*nd  perhaps  always  been  repented  even  by  thofe  who  propofc^l  and 
<lefcnded  it,  when  the  commotions  of  party  have  fubfided,  and  the 
neat  of  oppofition  and  refentment  has  given  way  to  unprejudiced 
Kflcdion. 

Of  thefe  rules,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  neceffary  to  produce  any  de* 
fence  from  the  prafllce  of  diftant  nations,  becaufe  it  is  fufficient  in 
the  prcfent  cafe,  that  they  are  eftablifhed  by  the  conftitution  of  this 
country,  to  which  every  Briton  has  a  right  to  appeal ;  for  how  can 
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Any  man  defend  his  conduct,  if  having  ai^ed  under  one  law,  he  is 
to  be  tried  by  another  ? 

Let  us  therefore,  my  Lords,  apply  thefe  rules  to  the  prefent  bill, 
and  enquire  what  regard  appears  to  have  been  paid  to  them  by  the 
Commons,  and  how  well  we  (hall  obferve  chem  by  concurring  in 
their  defign. 

With  refpefl  to  the  firft,  by  which  it  is  required,  that  there  be  a 
known  and  manifeft  crime,  it  does  not  appear  to  have  engaged  the 
Icaft  attention  in  the  other  Houfe  ;  for  jio  fzSt  is  fpccified  in  the  bill 
upon  which  a  profecution  can  be  founded,  and  therefore  to  enquire 
after  evidence  is  fomewhat  prepofterous  j  it  is  nothing  lefs  than  to 
invite  men  to  give  their  opinion  without  a  fubjedl,  and  to  anfwer 
without  a  queilion. 

It  may  be  urged,  indeed,  that  there  is  a  univerfal  difcontent  over 
the  whole  nation,  that  the  clamour  againft  the  perfon  mentioned  in 
the  bill,  has  been  continued  for  many  years  -,  that  the  influence  of  the 
nation  is  impaired  in  foreign  countries;  that  our  treafury  is  exhaufted; 
that  our  liberties  have  been  attacked,  our  properties  invaded,  and  our 
morals  corrupted ;  but  thefe  are  yet  only  rumours,  without  proof 
and  without  legal  certainty ;  which  may  indeed  with  great  propriety 
give  occafion  to  an  enquiry,  and  perhaps  by  that  enquiry  fome  fa^ 
may  be  afcertained  which  may  afford  fufficieht  reafons  for  farther 
procedure. 

But  fucb,  my  Lords,  is  the  form  of  the  bill  now  before  us,  that 
if  it  fhould  pafs  into  a  ftatute,  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  put  a  ftop  to 
all  future  enquiry,  by  making  thofe  incapable  of  giving  evidence,  who 
have  had  moft  opportunities  of  knowing  thofe  tranfadions,  which 
have  given  the  chief  occafion  of  fufpicion,  and  from  whom  therefore 
the  mofl:  important  information  muft  naturally  be  expe£{:ed. 

.The  firft  requifite  qualification  of  a  witnefs,  whether  we  coiifult 
•natural  equity  and  reafon,  or  the  common  law  of  our  own  country, 
}9  difintereftednefs ;  an  indifference,  with  regard  to  all  outward  cir- 
cumftances,  about  the  event  of  the  trial  at  which  his  teftimony  is 
required.  For  he  that  is  called  as  a  witnefs  where  he  is  interefted, 
is  in  reality  giving  evidence  in  his  own  caufe. 

But  this  qualification,  my  Lords,  the  bill  n6w  before  us  manifeftly 
takes  away ;  for  every  man  who  (hall  appear  againft  the  perfon  into 
whofc  conduct  the  Commons  are  enquiring,  evideiitly  promotes,  in 
the  bighcft  degree,  his  own  intereft  by  his  evidence,  as  he  may  pre- 
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dude  all  examination  of  his  own  bdiavtour,  and  fecure  the  pofleiSon 
of  that  wealth  which  he  has  accumulated  by  fraud  and  opprei&on, 
er  perhaps  preferve  that  lifie  which  the  juftice  of  the  nation  might 
take  awajr. 

Nothiog*,  my  Lords,  is  more  obvious  than  that  this  oiFer  of  in- 
demnity may  produce  perjury  and  falfe  accufation ;  nothing  is  more 
probable  than  that  he  who  is  contbious  of -any  atrocious  villainies^ 
which  he  cannot  certainly  fecure  from  difcovery9  will  fnatch  this  op- 
portunity of  committing  'ose  crime  more,  to  fet  himfelf  free  from 
die  dread  of  punifliment,  and  Uot  out  his  own  guilt  for  ever,  by 
charging  Lord  Or&rd  as  one  of  bis  accomplices. 

It  may  be  urged,  my  Lords,  that  he  who  fhall  give  falfe  evidence, 
ferfisits  the  indemnity  to  which  the  honeft  witnefs  is  entitled  y  but  let 
MS  confider  why  this  fhould  be  now,  rather  than  in  any  foriper  time, 
accounted  a  fufficient  fecurity  againft  falihoodand  perjury.  It  is  at 
all  times  criminal,  and  at  all  times  puni&able,  to  commit  peijury  ^ 
and  yet  it  has  been  hitherto  thought  neceflary,  not  only  to  deter  it  hf 
iubfequent  penalties,  but  to  take  away  all  previous  temptjitions ;  no 
aiao's  oath  will  be  admitted  in  his  own  caufe,  though  offered  at  the 
kflsard  of  the  punifboient  infli£bd  upon  perjury.  To  0fFer  indent- 
iuty  to  invite  evidence,  and  to  deter  them  from  falfe  accufations  by 
the  forfeitost  of  it,  even  though  we  ihould  allow  to  the  penal  claufe 
all  the  efficacy  which  can  be  expedled  by  thofe  who  propofed  it,  is 
•idy  to  fet  one  part  of  the  bill  at  variance  with  the  other,  to  eteA 
and  demoliA  at  the  fame  time. 

But  it  may  be  proved,  my  Lords,  that  the  reward  will  have  more 
iafloencethan  the  penalty ;  and  that  every  man  who  can  reafon  xupoa 
the  condition  in  which  he  is  placed  by  this  bill,,  will  be  more  incited 
to  accufe  Lord  .Orfqrd,  however  unjuftly,  by  the  profpeA  of  fecu- 
tity,  thin  intimidated  by  the  forteiture  incurred  by  perjury. 

For,  let  Ais  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  a  man  whofe  condud  exppfes  biOA 
to  punifliment,  and .  who  knows  that  he  Iball  not  long  be  able  to  coa-r 
ceal  it ;  what  can  be  more  apparently  his  intereft,  than  to  contrive, 
'uchaaaccofioton  as  may  complicate  his  own  wickednefs  withf^me 
tran&Aions  of  the  perfon  to  whom  this  bill  relates  f  He  may  inde;^d 
k  poffibly  confuted,  and  lofe  the  benefit  offered  by  the  ftate ;  but  the 
^  tf  it  will  not  place  him  in  a  condition  .more  dangerous  than 
^  -ufaicbfae  was  in  before  i  he  has  already  deferved  all  the  feverity 

to 


126  DBBATBON  [mAY  20w 

to  which  perjury  will  expofe  bim^  and  by  forging  a  bold  and  well* 
conneAed  calumny,  he  has  at  leaft  a  chance  of  eicaping. 

Let  us  fuppofe,  xny  Lords,  that  the  bill  now  under  our  confidera* 
tion  /ifligned  a  pecuniary  reward  to  any  man  who  (hould  appear 
againft  this  perfon,  with  a  claufe  by  which  he  that  fliould  accufe  him 
falfely  (hould  be  difoiiiled  without  his  pay ;  would  not  this  appear 
a  method  of  profecution  contrsM'y  to  law,  and  reafon,  and  juftice  i 
Would  not  every  man  immediately  difcover,  that  the  witneilies  were 
bribed,  and  therefore  they  would  deferve  no  credit  ?  And  what  is  the 
difference  between  the  advantage  now  oflered  and  any  other  con- 
fideration,  except  that  fcarcely  any  other  reward  can  be  offered  fo 
great,  and  confequently  fo  likely  to  influence  i 

it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  the  patrons  of  this  bill  evidently 
call  for  teftimony  from  the  abandoned  and  the  profligate,  from  men 
whom  they  fuppofe  neceflTarily  to  confeft  their  own  crimes  in  their 
depofitions ;  and  furely  wretches  like  thefe  ought  not  to  be  foiicited 
to  perjury  by  the  offer  of  a  reward. 

How  cruel  muft  all  impartial  fpeSators  of  the  public  tranfii6lions 
account  a  profecution  like  this  ?  What  would  be  your  Lordihips 
judgment,  (hould  you  read,  that  in  any  diftant  age,  or  remote  coun-i 
try,  a  man  was  condemned-  upon  the  evidence  of  perfons  publicly 
hired  to  accufe  him,  and  who,  by  their  own  confeffion,  were  traitors 
to  their  country  i 

That  wickednefs,  my  Lords,  (hould  be  extirpated  by  ieFerity,  and 
juftice  rigoroufly  exercifed  upon  public  offenders,  is  the  uncontro- 
verted  intereft  of  every  country ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  to  be  doubted, 
that  in  all  ages  the  reflections  of  the  wifeft  men  have  been  employed 
upon  the  moft  proper  methods  of  dete£ting  ofien'ces ;  and  fince  the 
fcheme  now  propofed  has  never  been  pradifed,  or  never  but  by  the 
rooft  oppreffive  tyrants,  in  the  moft  flagitious  times,  it  is  evident, 
Aat  it  has  been  thought  incon(iftent  with  equity,  and  of  a  tendency 
cpntrary  to  public  happinefs. 

I  am  very  far,  my  Lords,  from  defiring  that  any  breach  of  national 
truft  (hould  efcape  deteflbion,  or  that  a  public  office  (hould  ailbrd  fe* 
curity  to  bribery,  extortion,  or  corruption.  I  am  fiur  from  intending 
to  patronife  the  conduA  of  the  perfon  mentioned  in  the  prefent  bill. 
Let  the  Commons  proceed  with  the  utmpft  feverity,  but  let  them  not 
^evijate  from  juftice.  If  he  has  forfeited  his  fortune,  his  honours, 
or  bis  life,  let  them  by  a  legal  procefs  be  taken  from  him  i  but  let  it 
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always  be  coniidered,  that  he,  like  every  other  man,  is  to  be  allowed 
the  comtnon  methods  of  felf-defence  ;  that  he  is  to  ftand  or  fall  by 
the  laws  of  his  country,  and  to  retain  the  privileges  of  a  Britoni  till 
it  (hall  appear  that  he  has  forfeited  them  by  his  crimes. 

To  ccnfure  guilt,  my  Lords,  is  undoubtedly  ncceflary,  and  to 
enquire  into  the  conduct  of  men  in  power  incontcftably  juft  j  but  by 
the  laws  both  of  heaven  and  earth,  the  means  as  well  as  the  end  are 
prefcribed,  return  reSle^  UgU'imum  legUime  faciendum ;  we  muft  not 
only  propofe  a  good  end, in  our  condu6^,  but  mud  attain  itl}y  th^t 
method  which  equity  dircfts  and  the  law  prefcribes. 

How  well,  my  Lords,  the  law  has  been  obferved  hitherto  on  thi» 
occaiion,  I  cannot  but  propofe  that  your  Lordfhips  (hould  confider* 
It  is  well  known,  that  the  Commons  cannot  claim  a  right  to  ad- 
minifter  an  oath,  and  therefore  can  only  examine  witnefles  by  fimple 
interrogatories*  That  they  cannot  confer  upon  a  committee  the 
power  which  they  have  not  themfelves,  is  indubitably  certain ;  and 
therefore  it  is  evident,  that  they  have  exceeded  their  privileges,  and 
proceeded  in  their  enquiry  by  methods  which  the  laws  of  this  nation 
will  not  fupport. 

That  they  cannot,  my  Lords,  in  their  own  right  adminifter  an 
oath,  they  apparently  confefs  by  the  practice  of  calling  in  on  that 
occafion  a  juftice  of  the  peace,  who,  as  foon  as  he  has  performed  his 
office,  is  expci^ed  to  retire.  This,  my  Lords,  is  an  evident  elufion, 
for  it  is  always  intended,  that  he  who  gives  an  oath, gives  it  in  confe- 
qaence  of  his  right  ^o  take  the  examination;  but  in  this  cafe  the  wit- 
ness takes  an  oath,  coram  mnjudtce^  before  a  magiftrate  that  has  no 
power  to  interrogate  him,  and  is  interrogated  by  thofe  who  have  no 
right  to  require  his  oath. 

Such,  my  Lords,  is  my  opinion  of  the  conduct  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  of  whom  I  cannot  but  conclude  that  they 
have  affiimed  a  right  which  the  conftitution  of  our  government  con* 
frrs  only  on  your  Lordfhips,  as  a  Houfe  of  Senate,  a  Court  of  Judi- 
cature, and  dierefore  cannot  think  it  prudent  to  confirm  their  pro* 
ceedings  by  an  approbation  of  this  bill. 

The  Commons  m^y  indeed  imagine  that  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs 
n»kes  it  neceflary  to  proceed  by  extraordinary  methods,  (hey  may 
^eve  that  the  nation  will  not  be  fatisfied  without  a  difcovery  of 
thofe  frauds  which  have  been  fo  long  pradifed,  and  the  punilhment 
of  thofe  men  by  whom  they  have  fo  long  thought  themfelves  betrayed 
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Mid  opprcfled  ;  but  let  u$  co^fider,  that  clamour  is  not  evidence,  and 
that  we  ought  not  eithe|  to  recede  from  juftice^  or  from  our  own 
fights  to  fatisfy  the  expe£iations  of  the  people. 

To  remonftrate  againft  this  invafion  of  our  privileges,  my  Lords^ 
might  be  at  diis  jundure  improper ;  the  djfpute  might  in  this  time  of 
commotion  and  viciflitude  diftrad  the  attention  of  thofe  to  whom  the 
public  affairs  are  committed,  retard  the  bufmefs  of  the  nation,  an4 
give  our  enemies  thofe  advantages  which  they  can  never  hope  from 
their  own  courage,  or  policy,  or  ftrcngth.  It  may  therefore  be  prudent 
on  this  occafion,  only  not  to  admit  the  right  which  they  have  afllimed, 
to  fttisfy  ourfelves  with  retaining  pur  privileges^  without  requiring 
kny  further  confirmation  of  theni,  and  only  defeat  the  invafion  of 
them  by  rejcdling  the  bill,  which  is  indeed  of  fuch  a  kind  as  cannot  be 
confirmed  withovnt  hazarding  not  only  our  own  rights,  but  thofe  of 
pvcry  Briton. 

For  here  is  a  fpecies  of  teftimony  invited,  which  is  hitherto  un- 
Icnown  to  our  law,  and  from  which  it  may  he  difficult  to  tell  who  can 
}:>e Secure ;  the  witneiles  are  required  to  difclofe  all  matters  relating  to 
the  condudt  of  Lord  Orford^  according  to  the  bejl  of  their  knowleigty 
rtmembr^ce^  or  belief!  A  form  of  deppfition,  n>^  Lords,  of  great 
latitude ;  a  man's  belief  may  be  influenced  by  the  report  of  others 
vho  may  deceive  him,  by  his  obfervation  of  circumftances  either  re- 
mote io  themfelves,  or  imperfe£lly  difcovcrcd,  or  by  his  own  reafon- 
ings^  which  mufl  be  juft  or  fallacious  according  to  his  abilities }  bu^ 
which  muft  yet  have  the  fame  efFe6t  upon  his  belief,  which  they  wilj 
^nfli^nce,  not  in  proportion  to  their  real  ftrength,  but  to  the  confi- 
^nce  placed  in  them  by  himfelf. 

There  is  only  one  cafe,  my  Lords,  in  which,  by  the  commop 
jcourfe  of  proceedings,  any  regard  is  had  to  mere  belief,  and  this 
evidence  is  only  accepted  on  that  occafion,  becaufe  no  other  caa 
{K)fllbly  be  obtained.  When  any  claim  is  to  be  determined  by  \vritte(i 
.evidenqes^  of  which,  in  order  to  prove  their  validity,  it  is  neceflarjr 
.to  enquire  by  whom  they  w^re  drawn  or  figned  \  thofe  who  ^re 
acquainted  with  the  writing  of  a  dead  perfon,  are  admitted  to  deliver, 
;Upon  oath,  their  belief  that  the  writing  afcribed  to  him,  was  or  was 
jiot  hiS)  but  fuch  fecondary  witneiles  are  never  called,  ^hcn  the 
jauerfon  can  be  produced  whofe  hand  is  to  be  proved. 

There  is  y^t  another  reafon  for  ^hich  it  is  improper ^to  admit  fuc)i 
evidence  as  this  bill  has  a  tendency  to  promote.    It  is  well  known, 

that 


A.  l^ii^l  INDEMKIFYING     £VtD£NCE.  lO^ 

that  in  all  the  courts  of  common  law,  the  perfon  accufed  is  in  fome 
degree  Yecured  from  the  danger  of  being  overborne  by  falfc  accufa- 
tions,  by  the  penalty  which  may  be  inflidied  upon  witneffes  difcovcrcd 
to  be  perjured  -,  but  in  the  method  of  examinadon  now  propofed,  a 
method  unknown  to  the  conftitution,  no  fuch  fecurity  can  be  ob- 
tained, for  there  is  no  provifion  made  by  the  laws  for  the  punifhment 
of  a  man  who  fliall  give  falfe  evidence  hefore  a  committee  of  the 
Houie  of  Commons. 

It  may  likcwifc  be  obferved,  that  this  bill  wants  one  of  the  moft 
cflential  properties  of  a  law,  perfpicuity  and  determinate  meaning ; 
bere  is  an  indemnity  promifed  to  thofe  who  (hall  difcover  ALL  that 
they  inow^  remember^  or  believe.  A  very  extenfive  demand,  and 
which  may  therefore  be  liable  to  more  fallacies  and  evafions  than  can 
be  immediately  enumerated  or  detected.  For  how  can  any  one  prove 
that  he  has  a  claim  to  the  indemnity  ?  He  may,  indeed,  make  fome 
£fcoverics,  but  whether  he  does  not  conceal  fomething,  who  can 
determine  ?  May  not  fuch  referves  be  fufpe£ted,  when  his  anfwers 
fhall  not  (atisfy  the  expe£btions  of  his  interrogators  ?  And  may  not 
that  ftifpicion  deprive  him  of  the  benefit  of  the  aft  ?  May  not  a  man, 
from  wajit  of  memory,  or  prefence  of  mind,  omit  fomething  at  his 
examination  which  he  may  appear  afterwards  to  have  known  ?  And 
fince  no  human  being  has  the  power  of  diftinguifhing  exa6!ly  between 
&ults  and  frailties,  may  not  the  defed  of  his  memory  be  charged  on 
him  as  a  criminal  fupprei&on  of  a  known  fa£t  ?  And  may  not  he  be 
left  to  fuffer  the  confequences  of  his  own  confeffion  ?  Will  not  the 
bill  give  an  apparent  opportunity  for  partiality  ?  And  will  not  life 
and  death,  liberty  and  imprifonment,  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a 
committee  of  the  Commons  ?  May  they  not  be  eafily  fatisfied  with 
informations  of  one  man,  and  inceflantly  prefs  another  to  farther  dif« 
coveiies?  May  they  not  call  fome  men  notorioufly  criminal  to 
examination,  only  tofecure  them  from  punifhment,  and  fet  them  out 
of  the  reach  of  juilice  ?  And  extort  from  others  fuch  anfwers  as  may 
beft  promote  their  views,  by  declaring  themfelves  unfatisfied  with  the 
extent  of  their  teftimony  i  And  will  not  this  be  an  extortion  of  evi« 
dence  equivalent  to  the  methods  pradifed  in  the  moft  defpotic  go* 
Vimments,  and  the  moft  barbarous  nations  ? 

It  has  always  been  the  praife  of  this  Houfe  to  pay  an  equal  regard  to 
juftice  and  to  mercy,  and  to  follow  without  partiality,  the  diredion 
of  reafon,  and  the  light  of  truth ;  and  how  confiftently  with  this  cha* 
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ra£ler,  which  it  ought  to  be  o^ix  hfgheft  ambition  to  maintaiq,  wf 
can  ratify  the  prefent  bill  your  Lordihips  are  thi^  day  to  confider.  It 
is  to  be  enquired,  whether  to  fuppofe  a  man  guilty,  only  becaufe  femf 
guilt  is  fufpeded,  be  agreeable  to  ji^ftice  ;  and  whether  it  be  rational 
before  there  is  any  proof  of  a  crime,  to  point  out  the  criminal. 

We  arc  to  confider,  my  Lords,  y whether  it  is  not  unjuft  to  hear, 
againft  any  man,  an  evidence  who  is  hired  to  accufe  him,  and  hired 
with  a  reward  which  he  cannot  receive  without  confeiilng  himfelf  a 
man  unworthy  of  belief. 

It  is  to  be  enqiiired,  whether  the  evidence  of  a  man  who  declares 
only  what  he  believes  ought  to  be  admitted,  when  the  nature  of  tb^ 
crime  allows  ftronger  proof,  and  whether  any  man  ought  to  be  exa* 
fnined  where  he  cannot  be  puniQied  if  he  be  found  perjured* 
.  A  natural  and  juft  regard  to  our  own  dghts,  on  .the  prefer vation  of 
which  the  continuance  of  the  confiitution  muft  depend,  ought  to 
alarm  us  at  the  appearance  of  any  attempt  to  invade  them  \  and  the 
neceflity  of  known  forms. of  juftice,  ought  to  incite  us  to  the  prc^ 
vention  of  any  innovation  in  the  methods  of  profecuting  offenders. 

For  my  own  part,  my  Lords,  I  cannot  approve  either  the  prJoci-* 
plos  or  form  pf  the  bill.  I  think  it  neceilary  to  proce^  \^y  koowi} 
precedents,  when  there  is  no  immediate  danger-  th^t  requires  extraotr 
dinary  meafures,  of  which  I  am  far  from  being  convinced  that  they 
are  necefTary  on  th^  prefent  occafion.  I  think  that  the  certainty  of  a 
crime  ought  to  precede  the  profecution  of  a  criminal,  and  I  ft^e  that 
there  is  in  the  prefent  cafe  no  crime  attempted  to  be  proved.  Th^ 
Commons  have,  in  my  opinion,  already  exceeded  their  privileges^ 
and  I  would  not  willingly  confirm  their  new  claims.  For  thefc 
reafons,  my  Lords,  I  openly  declare,  that  I  cannot  agree  to  the  bill's 
being  read  a  fecond  time. 

Lord  Talbot  fpoke  next  to  this  efieA :— -My  Lor^s^  fo  high  is  my 
veneration  for  this  great  Aflembly,  ths^t  it  is  never  witbojut  the  utn^oft 
ciForts  of  rcfolution  that  I  can  prevail  upon  myfclf  to  give  my  fend- 
ments  upon  any  queftioiithat  is  the  fubje£t  of  debate,  however  ftroog 
ipizy  be  my  convidion,  or  however  ardent  my  zeal. 

But  in  a  very  particular  degree  do  *I  difbruft  my  own-abilities, 
when  I  find  my  opinion  contrary  to  that  of  the  noble  Lord  who  has 
p,ow  fpoken  \  and  it  is  no  common  perplexity  to  be  reduced  to  the 
{iifficult  choice  of  either  fuppreiQng  my  thoughts,  or  eacpofing  them 
to  fo  difidvanugeous  a  contraft« 

Yet, 
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Yet,  fioce  fucb  is  ipy  prefedt  ftate,  tbac  I  cannot  avoid  a  declara*- 
tion  of  my  thoughts  on  this  queftion,  without  being  condemned  in  my 
own  bread  as  a  deferter  of  my  country,  nor  utter  them  without  the 
danger  of  becoming  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  your  Lordfbips :  I 
will,  however,  follow  my  confcience,  rather  than  my  intereft ;  and 
though  IXhouid  lofe  any  part  of  my  little  reputation,  I  (hall  find  an 
ample  recompence  from  the  confcioufnefs  that  I  loft  it  in  the  difcharge 
of  my  duty,  on  an  occafion  which  requires  from  every  gopd  man  the 
hazard  of  his  life. 

The  arguments  of  the  noble  Lord  have  had  upon  me  an  efFe^ 
which  they  never,  perhaps,  produced  on  any  part  of  his  audience  be* 
fere ;  they  have  confirmed  me  in  the  contrary  opinion  to  that  wbic^ 
he  has  endeavoured  to  maintain.  It  has  been  remarked,  that  in  fom^ 
encounters,  not  to  put  to  flight  is  to  obtain  the  vi6tory;  and,  in  a 
coiiuoverfy  with  the  noble  Lord,  not  to  be  convinced  by  him,  is  to 
receive  a  fufficient  proof  that  the  caufe  in  which  he  is  engaged  is  not 
to  be  defended  by  wit,  eloquerice,  or  learning. 

On  the  prefent  queftion,  my  Lords,  as  on  all  others,  he  has  pro-* 
duced  all  that  can  be  urged,  either  from  the  knowledge  of  paft  ages, 
or  experience  of  the  preient  ^  all  that  the  fcholar  or  the  ftatefman  can 
fiipply  has  been  accumulated,  ope  argument  has  been  added  t9 
another,  and  all  the  powers  of  a  g^eat  capacity  have  been  employed, 
only  to  ibow  tb^t  right  a^d  wrong  cannot  be  confounded,  and.  that 
£iQacy  can  never  ftrike  with  the  foj;ce  of  truth. 

When  I  furvey  the  arguments  of  the  noble  Lord,  difrobed  of  thofe 
ornaments  which  his  imagination  has  fo  liberally  heftowed  upon  them, 
I  am  furprifed  at  the  momentary  efie<5l  which  they  had  upon  my 
mind,  and  which  they  could  not  have  produced  had  they  been  clothed 
io  d&e  language  of  any  other  perfon. 

For  when  I  recoliecV,  fingly,  the  particular  pofitions  upon  which 
his  opinion  feems  to  be  founded,  I  do  not  find  them  by  any  means 
uncontrovertible,  Ibme  of  them  feem  at  beft  uncertain,  and  fom« 
evidently  miftaken. 

That  there  is  no  apparent  crime  committed,  and  that  therefore  no 
legal  enquiry  can  be  made  after  the  criminal,  I  cannot  hear  without 
aftonifliment.  Is  our  commerce  ruined,  are  our  troops  deftroyed,  are 
the  morals  of  the  people  vitiated,  is  the  fenate  crouded  with  de* 
pendents,  are  our  fleets  difarmed,  our  allies  betrayed,  and  our  ene- 
mies fupportcd   without  a  crime  ?  Was  there  no  certainty  of  any 
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crime  committed,  when  it  was  tnoved  to  petition  his  Majefty  to  dif- 
mifs  this  perfon  from  his  councils  for  ever  i 

It  has  been  obferved,  my  Lords,  that  nothing  but  die  fight  of  the 
dead  body  can  warrant  a  purfuit  after  the  murderer ;  but  this  is  a  con-* 
ceilion  fufiicient  for  the  prefent  purpofe  ;  for  if,  upon  the  fight  of  a 
murdered  perfon,  the  murderer  may  lawfully  be  enquired  after,  and 
thofe  who  are  reafonably  fufpeded  detained  and  examined ;  with  equal 
reafbn,  my  Lords,  may  the  furvey  of  a  ruined  nation,  a  nation  op- 
preiTed  with  burthenfome  taxes,  devoured  by  the  caterpillars  of  a 
ftanding  army,  funk  into  contempt  in  every  foreign  court,  and  re- 
pining at  the  daily  decay  of  its  commerce,  and  the  daily  oiultiplica-^ 
tion  of  its  opprefFors,  incite  us  to  an  enquiry  after  the  author  of  its 
miferies. 

It  is  aflerted,  that  no  man  ought  to  be  called  into  queftton  for  any 
crime,  who  is  not  fufpe&ed  of  having  committed  it.  This,  my 
Lords,  is  a  rule  not  only  reafonable  in  itfelf,  but  fo  narurally  obferved, 
that  I  believe  it  never  yet  was  broken  ;  and  am  certain,  no  man  will 
be  charged  with  die  violation  of  it,  for  accufing  this  perfon  as  an 
enemy  to  his  country. 

But  he  that  declares  his  fufpicion,  may  be  called  upon  to  diicover 
ikpon  What  fa£ls  it  is  founded  ^  nor  will  this  part  of  the  law  produce 
any  difficulty  in  the  prefent  cafe,  for  as  every  man  in  the  nation  fui^ 
peAs  this  perfon  of  the  moft  enormous  crimes,  c\tTy  man  can  produce 
fufficient  arguments  to  juflify  his  opinion. 

On  all  other  occafions,  my  Lords,  public  fame  is  allowed  fixne 
weight  i  that  any  man  is  univerfally  accounted  wicked,  will  add 
ftrength  to  the  tefiimony  brought  againft  him  for  any  particular 
offence  ;  and  It  is  at  leail  a  fufficient  reafon  for  calling  any  man  to 
examination  that  a  crime  is  committed,  and  he  is  generally  reported 
to  be  the  author  of  it. 

That  this  is  the  ilate  of  the  perfon  into  whofe  condu£t  the  Com- 
mons are  now  enquiring,  that  he  is  cenfured  by  every  man  in  the 
kingdom,  whofe  fcntiments  are  not  reprefTed  by  vifible  influence^ 
that  he  has  no  friends  but  thofe  who  have  fold  their  integrity  for  tl^ 
plunder  of  the  public,  and  that  all  who  are  not  enemies  to  their 
country,  have,  for  many  years,  inceflandy  ftruggled  to  drag  him 
down  from  the  pinnacle  of  power,  and  expofe  him  to  that  punifhment 
which  he  has  fo  Jong  deferred,  and  fo  long  defied,  is  evident  beyond 
contradidion» 

Let 


A.  174^*]  INDBMNIFYI  NG    EVID£N  e£.      .         I33 

Let  it  not  therefore  be  urged,  my  Lords,  that  there  is  no  certainty 
of  a  crime  which  is  proved  to  the  convi&ion  of  every  honeft  mind  ; 
kt  it  not  be  faid  that  it  is  unreafonable  to  fufpeS  this  man^  whom  the 
voice  of  the  people,  a-  voice  always  to  be  reverenced,  has  fo  long 
condemned* 

The  method  of  procuring  evidence  againft  him  by  an  ad  of  in- 
demnity has  been  reprefented  by  the  noble  Lord  as  not  agreeable  to 
juftice  or  to  law :  in  the  knowledge  of  the  law  I  am  far  from  ima  - 
giniag  myfelf  able  to  contend  with  him ;  but  I  think  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  obferve,  that  •  a  perfon  of  the  higheft  eminence  in  that 
profeffion,  whofe  long  ftudy  and  great  abilities  give  his  decifipns  an 
uncommon  claim  to  authority  and  veneration,  and  who  was  always 
confidered  in  this  Houfe  with  the  higheft  regard,  appears  to  have  en- 
tertained a  very  different  opinion* 

It  was  declared  by  him,  without  the  leaft  reftri£tion,  that  all  means 
were  lawful  which  tended  to  the  difcovery  of  truth,  and  therefore  the 
public  may  juftly  exfc&  that  extraordinary  methods  fhould  be  ufed 
upoa  occaiions  of  uncommon  importance. 

Nor  does  this  expedient  appear  to  mc  very  remote  from  the  daily 
pradice  of  promifing  pardon  to  thieves,  on  condition  that  they  will 
make  difcoveries  by  which  their  confederates  may  be  brought  to 
juftice. 

If  we  examine  only  the  equity  of  this  procedure,  without  regard  to 
the  examples  of  former  times,  it  appears  to  me  eafdy  defeniible;  for, 
iriiat  can  be  more  rational  than  to  break  a  confederacy  of  wretches 
combined  for  thedeftni^ion  of  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  by  dividing 
their  intereft,  and  making  ufe,  for  the  public  good,  of  that  regard  foi; 
their  own  iafety,  which  has  fwallowed  up  every  other  princi{4e  of 
aflion? 

It  is  admitted  that  wickednefs  ought  to  be  punifhed,  and  it  is  uni*. 
vcrially  ktiown  that  puniihment  muft  be  preceded  by  detodion ;  anj 
method  therefore  that  promotes  the  difcovery  of  crimes  may  be  Qon* 
fidered  as  advantageous  to  the  public. 

As  there  is  no  wickednefs  of  which  the  pernicious  conftquenc^s 
are  more  extenfive,  there  are  none  which  ought  more  diligently  to  be 
prevented,  or  more  feverely  puniihed,  dian  that  of  thofe;  men  who 
^ve  dared  to  abufe  the  power  which  their  country  has  put  into  their 
)unds ;  but  how  they  caK>  be  f:onvi£led  by  any  other  means  than  thole 
ivhich  are  no^  propofed,  I  confefs  myfelf  unable  to  difcov^r  ^  fop  by 
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a  very  fmall  degree  of  artifice,  a  man  inveflcd  with  power  m*ay 
make  every  Witnefs  a  partner  of  hid  guilt,  zxid  no  man  will  be  able 
to  accufe  him,  without  betraying  himfelf.  In  the  prcfent  cafe  it  is 
evident,  that  the  perfoh  of  whofe  aftions  the  bill  now  before  us  is 
dcfigncd  to  produce  a  more  perfedl  difcovery,  has  been  combined 
with  others  in  illegal  meafures,  in  meafures  which  their  own  fecurity 
obliges  them  to  conceal,  and  which  therefore  ^  the  intereft  of  the 
public  demands  to  be  divulged. 

That  Paxton  has  diftributed  large  fums  for  purpofes  which  he 
dares  not  difcover,  we  are  informed  by  the  reports  of  the  fecret  com* 
mittee;  and  I  fuppofe  every  body  fufpefts  that  they  were  diftributed 
a6  rewards  for  fervices  which  the  nation  thinks  not  very  meritorious, 
and  I  believe  no  man  will  aik  what  reafon  can  be  allcdgcd  for  fuch 
fufpicions. 

But  fince  it  may  be  poffibly  fuggtfted  that  Paxton  expended  thefe 
fums  contrary  to  his  matter's  direflion,  or  without  his  knowledge, 
it  may  be  demanded,  whether  fuch  an  aflertion  would  not  be  an  ap- 
parent proof  of  a  very  criminal  degree  of  negligence  in  a  man  in- 
truded with  the  care  of  the  public  treafure  ? 

Thus,  my  Lords,  it  appears  in  my* opinion  evident,  that  either  he 
has  concurred  in  meafures  which  his  fervile  agent,  the  mcrcenairy 
tool  of  wickednefs,  is  afraid  t»)  confefs,  or  that  he  has  flood  by  neg- 
ligent of  his  truft,  and  fufieVed  the  treafure  of  the  nation  to  be  fquan- 
dered  by  the  meaneft  wretches  without  account. 

That  the  latter  part  of  the  accufation  is  undoubtedly  jufl,  the 
tepoft  of  the  Commons  cannot  but  convince  us*  It  appears  that 
Ibr  near  eight  years,  Paxton  was  fo  high  in  confidence,  that  no  ac- 
count was  demanded  from  him ;  he  beftowed  petiftons  at  pleafure, 
he  was  furrounded,  like  his  mafler,  by  his  idolaters ;  and  after  the 
fttigue  of  cringing  in  one  pface,  had  an  opportunity  of  purchafing 
With  tife  taxes  of  the  nation,  the  gratification  of  tyranny  in 
a]k>iher. 

I  prefiime,  my  Lords,  that  no  man  dares  afiert  fuch  a  flagrant 
Aegled  of  fo  important  an  ofice,  to  be  not  criminal  in  a  very  high 
degree ;  to  fteal  in  private  houfes  that  which  is  received  in  truft,  is 
fekmy  by  the  ftatutes  of  oui^  country ;  and  furely  the  wraith  of  the 
public  ought  not  to  be  lefs  fetured  than  that  of  Individuals,  nor 
ought  he  that  connives  at  robbery  to  be  treitted  •vwth  more  lertity  than 
the  robber. 

Therefore, 


A.  I74^«l'  INDiMNIFYINO    "EVIDENCf,  I35 

Therefore,  my  Lord?,  as  I  cannot  but  approve  of  the  bill,  I  move 
that  it  may  be  read  a  fetond  time  ;  and  I  hope  the  reafons  which  I 
have  offered,  when  joined  with  others,  which  I  expect  to  hear  frorh 
Lords  of  a  greater  experience,  knowledge  and  capacity,  will  induce 
your  Lord&rps  to  be  of  the  fame  opinion. 

Lord  Hervey  fpoke  next  to  this  cffedl: — My  Lords,  as  the  bill. 
now  before  us  is  of  a  new  kind,  upon  an  occafion  nolefs  neW,  I  have 
endeavoured  to  beftow  upon  it  a  proportionate  degree  of  attention, 
and  have  confidered  it  in  all  the  lights  in  which  I  could  place  it ;  I 
have,  in  my  imagination,  conneded  with  it  all  the  circumftances 
with  which  it  is  accompanied,  and  all  the  confequenccs  that  it  may 
prodtrcc  cither  to  the  prefent  age,  or  to  futurity  ;  but  the  longer  I  re- 
flcft  upon  it,  the  more  firmly  am  I  determined  to  oppofe  it ;  nor  has 
deliberation  any  other  eiFe£t,  than  to  croud  my  thoughts  with  new 
arguments  againft  it,  and  to  heighten  diflike  to  deteftation. 

It  muft,  my  Lords^  immediately  occur  to  every  man  at  the  firft 
mention  of  the  method  of  proceeding  now  propofed,  that  it  is  fuch 
as  nothing  but  extreme  neceffity  can  vindicate ;  that  the  noble  per- 
ibn  againft  whom  it  is  contrived,  muil:  be  a  monfter  burthepfome  to 
the  world  ;  that  his  crimes  muft  be  at  once  public  and  enormous, 
and  that  he  has  been  already  condemned  by  all  maxims  of  juftice, 
though  he  has  had  the  fubtjlty  to  efcape  by  fome  unforefeen  defeft  in 
the  forms  of  law.  It  tnight  be* imagined,  my  Lords,  that  there 
were  the  moft  evident  marks  6f  guilt  in  the  conduct  of  the  man  thus 
cenfured,  diat  he  fled  from  the  ^uftice  of  his  country,  that  he  had 
openly  fuborned  witnefles  in  his  favour,  or  bad  by  fome  artifice  cer- 
tainly known,  obftruSed  the  evidence  that  was  to  have  been  brought 
againft  him.  It  might  at  leaft  be  reafonably  conceived,  that  his 
trimes  were  of  fuch  a  kind  as  might  in  their  own  nature  eafily'  be 
concealed,  and  that  therefore  fome  extraordinary  meafures  were  ne- 
ceSiry  for  the  dlfcovery  of  wickednefs  which  lay  out  of  the  reach  of 
common  tnquiry. 

But,  my  Lords,  ''none  of  thefe  circumftances  can  be  now  alledged  j 
for  there  is  no  certainty  of  any  crime  committed,  nor  any  appearance 
of  confcioufnefs  or  fear  in  the  perfon  accufed,  who  fets  his  enemies 
at  defiance  in  full  fecurity,  and  declines  no  legal  trial  of  his  paft 
a&ons ;  of  which  it  ought  to  be  obfcrved,  that  they  have  by  the  na- 
ture of  his  em{>loyments  been  fo  public,  that  they  may  eafily  be 
^xaiDined  without  reQourft  to  a  new  law  to  fadUtate  dHcoveries. 

K4  The 
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The  bill  therefore  is,  my  Lords,  at  leaft  unnecefiary,  and  an  In- 
liovation  not  neceflary  ought  always  to  be  rejeded,  becaufe  no  man 
can  forefee  all  the  confequences  of  new  meafures,  or  can  know  what 
evils  they  may  create,  or  what  fubfequent  changes  they  may  intro- 
duce. The  alteration  of  one  part  of  a  fyftem  naturally  requi^s  the 
alteration  of  another. 

But,  my  Lords,  that  there  is  no  neceffity  for  this  law  now  pror 
pofed,  is  not  the  ftrongeft  argument  that  may  be  brought  againft  it^ 
for  there  is  in  reality  a  neceffity  that  it  fhould  be  reje£led.  Juftice 
find  humanity  are  neceiTarily  to  be  fupported,  without  which  no 
fociety  can  fubilft,  nor  the  life  or'  property  of  any  man  be  enjoyed 
with  fecurity :  and  neither  juftice  nor  humanity  can  truly  be  faid  to 
refide,  where  a  law  like  this  has  met  with  approbation. 

My  Lords,  to  profecute  any  man  by  fuch  methods,  is  to  overr 
bear  him  by  the  violence  of  power,  to  take  from  him  all  the  fecurir 
ties  of  innocence,  and  diveft  him  of  all  the  means  pf  felfrdefence. 
It  is  to  hire  againft  him  thofe  whofe.'teftimonies  ought  not  to  be  admijtr 
ted,  if  they  were  voluntarily  produced,  and  of  ^hich,  furely,  no- 
thing will  be  farther  neceflary  to  annihilate  the  validity,  than  to  ob- 
ferve  that  they  are  the  depofitlons  of  men  who  are  villains  by  their 
own  confeffion,  and  of  whom  the  nation  fees,  that  they  may  iave 
their  lives  by  a  bold  accufation,  whether  true  or  falfe. 

That  the  bill  will  indeed  be  e&<^ual  to  the  purpofes  defigned,  Aht 
^t  will  croud  the  courts  of  juftice  with  evidence,  and  open  fcenes  of 
wickednefs  never  difcovered  before,  I  can  readily  believe;  for  X 
cannot  imagine  that  any  man  who  has  expofed  bis  life  by  any  flagnii)t 
crime,  will  mifs  fo  fair  an  opportunity  of  faving  it  by  another.  I 
fliall  exped,  my  Lords,  that  villains  of  all  denominations,  who  arc 
now  (kulking  in  private  retreats,  who  are  eluding  the  officers  of 
juftice,  or  flying  before  the  public  purfuit  of  the  country,  will  fecur^ 
fhemfelves  by  this  eafy  expedient ;  and  that  houfebreakef s,  highway- 
men, and  pickpockets,  will  come  up  in  crouds  to  the  bar,  charge  tlve 
Earl  of  Orford  as  their  accomplice,  and  plead  this  bill  as  a  fecurity 
againft  all  enquiry.    . 

That  this  fuppofition,  however  wild  and  exaggerated  it  may  feen), 
may  ndt  be  thought  altogether  chimerical,  that  it  may  appear  with 
bow  little  confideration  this  bill  has  been  drawn,  and  how  eafily  it 
pay  be  perverted  to  the  patronage  of  wickednefs,  I  will  lay  before 
your  Lordftilps  fucb  a  plf  a^  as  ^ay  probably  be^produced  by  i(. 

,5 . .  A  mzt\ 
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A  man  whom  At  confeioufneis  of  murder  has  for  fomd  time  kept 
m  continual  terrors,  may  clear  bimfelf  for  ever,  by  alledging,  that 
be  was  commtffioned  by  the  Earl  of  Orford  to  engage,  with  any  cer- 
tain fum,  the  vote  or  intereft  of  the  murdered  perfon ;  that  he  took 
die  qi^Kntunity  of  a  folitary  place  to  offer  him  the  bribe,  and  pre- 
vail  upon  him  to  comply  with  his  propofiijs ;  but  that  finding  him 
obftinate  and  perverfe,  filled  with  prejudices  againft  a  wile  and  juft 
adminiftration,  and  inclined  to  obftru£t  the  meafures  of  the  govern- 
ment, he  for  fome  time  expoftulated  with  him ;  and  being  provoked 
by  his  contumelious  reprefentations  of  the  ftate  of  aflairs,  he  couU 
no  longer  reftrain  the  ardour  of  his  loyalty,  but  thought  it  proper  to 
remove  from  the  world  a  man  fo  much  inclined  to*  fpread  iedition 
among  the  people ;  and  that  therefore  finding  the  place  convenient^ 
be  fuddenly  rulhed  upon  him  and  cut  his  throat. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  might  the  murderer  reprefent  his  cafe,  perhaps^ 
without  any  poffibility  of  a  legal  confutation ;  dius  might  the  moft 
atrocious  villainies  efcape  cenfure,  by  the  affiftance  of  impudence 
jand  cunning. 

A  bill  like  this,  my  Lords,  is  nothing  ItSs  dian  a  profcription  ; 
the  head  of  a  citizen  is  apparently  fet  to  fale,  and  evidence  is  hired, 
by  which  th^  innocent  and  the  guilty  may  be  deftroyed  with  equal 
facility.  ^ 

Jt  is  apparent  my  Lords,  that  they  by  whom  this  bill  is  pro- 
poiScd,  a£b  upon  the  fuppdition  that  the  noble  perfon  mentioned  in 
it,  is  guilty  of  aU  thofe  crimes  of  which  he  is  fufpefied ;  a  fuppo- 
fitton,  my  Lords,  which  it  is  unjuft  to  make,  and  to  which  neither 
reafon,  nor'  the  laws  of  our  country,  vnll  give  countenance  or 
fupport. 

I,  my  Loxds,  will  much  more  equitably  fuppofe  him  innooent ;  I 
will  fuppofe  that  he  has,  throughout  all  the  years  of  his  adminiftra- 
tion^  fteadily  profecuted  the  beft  ends,  by  the  heft  means ;  that  if  h« 
ba$  fometimes  been  miftaken  or  di&ppointed,  it  has  been  neither  by 
bis  negligence  or  ignorance,  but  by  falfe  inteUigence,  or  accidents 
not  to  be  forcfeen ;  and  that  he  has  never  either  facrificed  his  coun- 
try to  private  intereft,  or  procured,  by  any  illegal  methods,  the 
affiftance  and  fupport  of  the  legiflature ;  and  I'  will  a(k  your  Lord- 
fliips,  whether,  if  this  charader  be  juft,  the  bill  ought  to  be  paiTed, 
and  doubt  not  but  every  man's  confcience  will  inform  him,  that.it 
ought  to  be  rejed^  lyitb  the  utmoft  indignation. 

Thd 


TgS  to    E    B    A    f    E      6    fl  fl^AY  2dj 

Th«  reafbn,  my  Lords,  for  which  it  ought  to  be  ^je£led,  iS  evi- 
dently this,  that  It  may  briftg  innocence  into- danger.  But,  tiiy  L6fdfi 
CTC^y  fnan  before  his  trial  is  to  be  fiippofed  innocent,  and  therefore 
no  man  ought  to  be  expofed  to  the  hazards  of  a  trialj  by  which  vir- 
tueand  wickedncfe  are  reduced  to  a  level.  A  btU  like  this  ought  t6 
bfc  mirked  6ut  as  the  utmdft  effort  of  inilice,  a^  a  fptties  of  crueltjr 
n^vef  known  before,  and  as  a  method  of  profccution  which  thi* 
Hottfe  has  tcnfured. 

I  did  ftcJt,  ind^d,  expedl  from  thofe  who  have  fo  long  cbmdured 
ivhh  inCeSant  vehemence  againft  thfe  meafures  oF  the  miniftry,  fuch 
^h  Operi  cdnfeffionof  fhfeir  own  weakncfs.  Nothings  my  Lords,  Wasfb 
frequently  urged,  or  fo  Warmly  exaggerated,  as  the  impoffibility  cff 
{pr6cttrtng  ^\^id6nce  agarnfl  a  it\kn  in  power ;  nothing  was  more  con- 
'  hdcntly  aflerted,  than  that  hrs  guilt  would  be  eafdy  proved  when  his 
Mthofity  was  at  an  end  ;  and  that  ^vefi  his  own  agents  would  readily 
Heeedt  hirli,  when  they  were  no  longer  dependant  upon  his  favour. 

Thfc  tiihe,  my  Lords,  (b  long  expedfcd,  and  fo  ardently  defired, 
is  at  length  come ;  this  noble  perfon  whom  they  have  fo  long  purfuei 
-with  Acclamations,  InVcAivcs,  and  general  reproaches,  has  at  length 
f^fighed  th^fe  offices  which  fet  him  above  punifbment  or  trial ;  he 
is  .TOW  withoat  any  ether  fecurity  than  that  by  which  every  other 
man  is  (heltered  from  oppreffion,  the  public  protection  of  the  laws 
ef  his  cbuntfy }  but  ht  h  ytt  found  impregnable^,  he  is  yet  able  to 
fet  his  enemies  at  defianre ;  dhdthey  have  thertfbre  now,  with  great 
fagacity,  contrived  a  method  by  which  he  may  be  divefted  of  the 
cofnnion  privileges  of  a  focial  being,  and  may  be  hunted  like  a  wiM 
bedft,  without  defeiice^  and  without  pity. 

Where,  my  Lords,  can  it  be  expeded  that  malice  like  this  will 
find  an  end  i  Is  it  not  reafoniible  to  imagine  that  if  they  fliould  be 
gratified  ifi  this  demand,  and  (hould  find  even  this  expedient  baffled 
by  tht  abilities  tVfalch  they  have  fo  often  encountered  without  fuc- 
eeft,  they  would  proceed  to  meafirfres  yet  more  atrocious,  and  pufiifli 
Jlira  without  evidence,  whom  they  call  to  a  trial  without  a  crime. 

It  has  been  obferved  by  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft,  that  there 
are  crimes  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  Secret  Coilimittee  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  or  that  at  leaft  fuch  fa£b  ztb  aflerted  in  it, 
that  an  accufatioB  may^  by  eaiy  dedu£tions  be  formed  from  them. 
The  report  of  that  committee,  my  Lords,  with  whatever  venera- 
tion it  maybe  mentioned,  b^, thofe  wfaofe  purpofes  it  happens  to 

favour. 
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fatour,  or  of  whatever  importance  it  may  be  in  the  othii^r  fioufe,  is' 
here  nothing  but  a  pamphlet  not  to  be  regarded  as  an  evidence,  or 
quoted  as  n  writing  of  authority.  It  is  only  an  account  of  fa£b  of 
which  we  know  not  how  they  were  colledled,  and  which  ^very  one 
may  admit  or  rejcdt  at  his  own  choice^  till  they  are  afcertained  br 
proper  evidence  at  our  owii  bar,  aiid  which  therefore  ought  not  to 
influence  our  opinion  in  the  prefent  debate. 

Nor  is  the  bill,  my  Lords,  only  founded  upon  principles  incon- 
£ftent  with  the  conftitution  of  this  nation,  apparently  tending  to  the 
introduiftion  of  a  new  fpecies  of  oppreffion,  but  is  in  itfcif  fuch  as 
cannot  be  ratified  without  injury  to  the  honour  of  this  grear 
Aflembly. 

Irt  examining  the  bill,  nr>y  Lords,  I  think  it  not  necelTary  to  dwell 
upon  the  more  mijiute  and  trivial  defects  of  the  orthography  and  ex- 
preiEon,  though  they  are  fuch  as  might  juftly  give  occafion  for'  ^ 
fuf{>e£ling  that  they  by  whom  it  was  written,  were  no  iefs  ft  rangers 
to  our  language  than  to  our  conftitution.  There  arc  errors  or 
falOioods  which  it  more  nearly  concerns  us  to  dete£l,  and  to  which 
we  cannot  give  any  fanftion,  without  an  evident  diminution  of  our 
own  authority. 

It  declares,  my  Lords,  that  there  is  now  an  enquiry  depending 
before  the  Senate,  an  aflcrtion  evidently  falfe,  for  the  enquiry  is  only 
before  the  Commons.  Whether  this  was  inferted  by  miftake  or 
defign,  whether  it  was  intended  to  infinuate  that  the  whole  fenatorial 
power  was  comprifed  in  the  Houfc  of  Commons,  or  to  perfuade  the 
nation  that  your  Lordlhlps  concurred  with  them  ii^  this  enquiry,  it* 
is  not  poffible  to  determine;  but  fince  it  is  falfe  in  either  ienfe,  it 
ought  not  to  receive  our  confirmation. 

If  we  fliould  pafs  the  bill  in  its  prefent  ftate,  we  fhould  not  only 
declare  our  approbation  of  the  meafures  hitherto  purfued  by  the 
Commons,  "by  which  it  has  been  already  proved,  by  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  who  fpoke  firft  agairift  the  bill,  that  they  have  not  only 
violated  the  law,  buf  invaded  the  privileges  of  this  Houfe.  We 
Ihould  not  only  eftablifli  for  ever  in  a  committee  of  the  Floufe  of 
Commons,  the  power  of  examining  upon  oath  by  an  elufivc  and 
cquivocatory  expedient,  but  we  {hould  in  effeft  vote  away  our  own 
exiftence,  give  up  at  once  all  authority  in  the  government,  and 
grant  them  an  unlimited  power,  by  acknowledging  them  the  Senate, 
Id  icluiowledgment  which  might  in  a  very  ihort  time  be  quoted 
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^ainft  us,  and  from  which  it  would  not  be  eafy  for  us  to  extricats 
ourfelves. 

It  has  indeed  been  remarked,  that  tkere  is  a  large  fum  of  money 
difburfed  without  account,  and  the  public  is  rcprefented  as  appa* 
rently  injured,  either  by  fraud  or  negligence  ;  but  it  is  not  remem- 
bcred  tliat  none  but  his  Majefty  has  a  right  to  enquire  into  the  dif- 
tribution  of  the  revenue  appropriated  to  the  fupportof  his  family  and 
dignity,  and  the  payment  of  his  fcrvauts,  and  which  therefore  cannot 
widi  any  degree  be  called  public  money,  or  fall  under  the  cognifance 
of  thofe  whom  it  concerns  to  infpecl  the  national  accounts.  Either 
the  civil  lift  muft  be  exempt  from  enquiries,  or  his  Majefty  mud  be 
reduced  to  a  ftate  below  that  of  the  meaneft  of  his  fubjedls  j  he  can 
enjoy  neither  freedom  or  property,  and  muft  be  debarred  for  ever 
from  thofe  bleflSngs  which  he  is  inceflantly  labouring  to  fecure  to 
others. 

There  is  like  wife  another  confideration  which  my  regard  for  the 
honour  of  this  Aflembly  fuggefted  to  me,  and  of  which  I  doubt  not 
but  that  all  your  Lordfhips  will  allow  the  importance.  The  noble 
perfonwho  is  pointed  out  in  this  bill  as  a  public  criminal,  and  whom 
ail  the  villains  of  the  kingdom  are  invited  to  accufc,  is  invcfted  with 
the  fame  honours  as  ourfelves,  and  has  a  fon  who  has  for  many  years 
pofTeiTed  a  feat  amongft  us  i  let  us  not  therefore  concur  with  the 
Commons  to  load  our  own  Houfe  with  infamy,  and  to  projMgate; 
reproach,  which  will  at  laft  fix  upon  ourfelves. 

Innumerable  are  the  objedlions,  my  Lords,  which  might  yet  be 
urged,  and  urged  without  any  poiSbility  of  reply ;  but  as  I  have  al- 
ready been  heard  with  fo  much  patience,  I  think  what  has  been  al- 
ready mentioned  fufficient  to  determine  the  queftion  :  and  as  I  doubt 
not  but  the  other  defeats  and  abfurdities  will  be  obferved,  if  it  be 
neceflary,  by  Tome  other  Lords,  I  {hall  prefume  only  to  add,  that  as 
(he  bill  appears  to  me  contrary  to  the  laws  of  this  nation,  to  the 
common  juftice  of  fociety,  and  to  the  general  reafon  of  mankind, 
as  it  muft  naturally  cftablifh  a  precedent  of  opprcffion,  and  confirm 
a  fpecies  of  authority  in  the  other  Houfe  which  was  either  never 
claimed  before,  or  always  denied ;  as  I  think  the  n^oft  notorious  and 
public  criminal  ought  not  to  be  deprived  of  that  method  of  defence 
which  the  cftabliftied  cuftoms  of  our  country  al]ow  him,  and  believe 
^he  perfon  mentioned  in  this  bill  to  deferve  rather  applaufes  and  re- 
gards than  cenfure^  and  puni^bmcnts,  I  (ihink  myfelf  obliged  to  op- 
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pofe  it)  and  hope  to  find  your  Lordlhips  unanimous  in  the  fame 

opinion. 

Then  the  Duke  of  Argylk  anfwcrcd  in  fubftance  as  follows:— 
My  Lords,  whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  this  qucftion,  I  have  litdc 
hope  that  it  will  be  unanimoufly  decided,  becaufe  I  have  reafon  to 
fear^that  fome  Lords  have  conceived  prejudices  againft  the  bill,  which 
hinder  them  from  difcovering  either  its  reafonablenefs  or  its  neceffity ; 
and  am  convinced  that  others  who  approve  the  bill,  can  fupport  their 
opinion  by  arguments  firom  which,  as  they  cannot  be  confuted,  they 

never  will  recede. 

Thofe  arguments  which  have  influenced  my  opinion,  I  will  lay  be- 
fo«c  your  Lordfhips,  and  doubt  not  of  (hewing  that  I  am  very  far 
from  giving  way  to  perfonal  malice,  or  the  prejudices  of 'oppofi- 
tion  I  and  that  I  regard  only  the  voice  of  reafon,  and  the  call  of 
the  nation. 

Calmnefs  and  impartiality,  my  Lords,  have  been  widi  great  pro- 
priety recommended  to  us  by  the  noble  Lord  whofpoke  firft  in  this 
debate ;  and  I  hope  he  will  difcover  by  the  moderation  with  which  I 
ihaU  deliver  my  feotiments  on  this  occafion,  how  much  I  reverence 
his  precepts^  and  bow  willingly  I  yield  to  his  authority. 

I  am  at  Icaft  certain,  that  I  have  hitherto  liftened  to  Ae  argu- 
ments that  have  been  ofFered  on  either  iide  with  an  attention  void  of 
prejudice ;  I  have  reprefled  no  motions  of  conviAion,  nor  abftra6ied 
my  mind  from  any  difficulty,  to  avoid  the  labour  of  folving  it:  } 
have  been  folicitous  to  furvcy  every  pofition  in  its  whole  extent,  and 
trace  it  to  its  rcmoteft  confequences  ;  I  have  affifted  the  arguments 
sgainft  the  bill  by  favourable  fuppofitions,  and  imaginary  circum- 
ftances,  and  have  endeavoured  to  diveft  my  own  opinion  of  fome 
appendant  and  accidental  advantages,  that  I  might  view  it  in  a  ftate 
Icfs  likely  to  attrad  regard ;  and  yet  I  cannot  find  any  reafon  by 
which  I  could  juftify  myfelf  to  my  country  or  my  confcience,  if  I 
fliould  concur  in  reje£ling  this  bill,  or  fhould  not  endeavour  to 
promote  it. 

I  am  not  unacquainted,  my  Lords,  with  the  difficulties  that  ob- 
firu£t  the  knowledge  of  our  own  hearts,  and  cannot  deny  that  incli- 
nation may  be  fometimes  miftaken  for  convidion  ;  and  men  even 
iflrife  and  honefl:,  may  imagine  themfelves  to  believe  what,  in  reality, 
they  only  wifb :  but  this,  my  Lords,  can  only  happen  for  want  of 
attention^  or  on  fudden  emergencies,  when  it  is  neceilary  to  deter- 
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mine  with  Httle  condderation,  while  the  p^kfiioiis  hav.e  not  yet  time 
lo  fubfide^  andreafonis  yet  ftruggling  with  the  emotions  of  deftre. 

In  other  circumftances,  my  Lords,  I  am  convinced  that  no  man 
impofes  091  himfcir  without  cojiniving  at  the  frauds  without  confciouC- 
nci^  that  he  admits  an  oprnipn  which  he  has  npt  well  examined,  jand 
without  Qcuiiuking  indolence  rather  than  reaCon  ;  and  therefore^  my 
J^ords^  I  can  with  confidence  affirm,  that  I. now  declare  my  real  opi- 
xiian,  and  that  if  I  err,  I  err  only  for  want  of  abilities  to  difcover  the 
.truth  I  and  hope  it'will  appear  to  your  Liordibips^  that  I  have  beea 
miAed  at  leaft  by  fpecious  arguments,  and  deceived  by  fallacious  ap* 
j)earanceSy  which  it  is  no  repr.oach  not  to  have  been  able  todeted. 

It  will>  my  Lords,  be  granted,  I  fuppofe,  without  hcfitation,  tb^t 
.the  law  i?  confiAent  wit)i  i.tfelf ;  that  it  never  at  the  fjimetime  com* 
mands  and  prohibits  the  fymc  a6iion,  tliat  it  cannot  be  at  once  i^io* 
latcd  and  obferved*  From  thence  it  will  inevitably  follow,  that  where 
the  circumftance^  of  any  tranfa£lion  are  fuch,  that  the  principled  of 
that  law  by  which  it  is  cognifable  are  oppoiUe  (o  each  other,  fome 
/expedients  may  be  found  by  which  thefe  circumftances  may  be  altered. 
.Otherwiie  a  fubtle  or  powerful  deUnquent  will  always  find  ihelter  in 
ambiguities,  and  the  law  will  remain  iiia<Stive,  like  a  balance  lofided 
equally  on  each  fide. 

On  the  pccfentoccafion,  my  Lords,  I  pronounce  with  the  utmoft 
confidence,  as  a  maxim  of  indubitable  certainty,  that  the  public  Ims 
a  claim  to  every  inans  eviuencdy  and  that  no  man  can  plead  exemption 
^  f/om  this  ^uty  to  his  country.  But  thofe  whom  falfe  gratitude,  or 
contracted  notions  of  their  own  intereft,  or  fear  of  being  entangU  d 
in  the  fnarcs'of  examination,  prompt  to  difappoint  the  juftice  of  the 
public,  urge  with  equal  vehemence,  and  indeed  with  equal  truth, 
that  no  man  is  obliged  to  accufc  bimfelf^  and  that  the  conftitution  of 
Britain  allows  no  man's  evidence  to  be  extorted  from  him  to  his  own 
deftru<3ion* 

Thus,  ray  Lords,  two  of  the  firft  principles  of  the  Britiih  law, 
though  maxims  equally  important,  equally  certain,  and  equally  to 
be  preferved  from  the  leaft  appearance  of  violation,  are  contra- 
dictory tp  each  other,  and  neither  can  be  obeyed,  becaufc  neither  can 

be  infringed. 

How  then,  ;ny  Lords,  is  this  contradiction  to  be  reconciled,  and 
^he  ncccifity  ^voided  of  breaking  the  law  on  one  fide  or  the  other, 

but 
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but  by  ttif  ac^M  now  propofed,  of  fe^ipg  ilioft  wli«fci  ovA^once  i$ 

r€quii«d,  Free  froff)  tte  d^Ager  which  they  guy  incur  by  glvinig;  it. 

The  end  pf  tht  Uw  is  the  redrefs  of  wrong,  thei  proteiStion  of  rights 
and  the  pr^ferVa^ioD  pf  happincfs  ^  aad  thp  lav  is  fo  br  impecfed  as 
it  fuik  to  produce  the  end  for  which  it  is  inftituted ;  and  where 
aay  imper&^oq  is  xUfcoyered,  it  is  the  province  of  the  legiflature 
ifofupplyit. 

By  ihe  experience,  my  Lords,  of  one  generation  after  another, 
by  the  continued  application  of  fuccefiive  ages,  was  our  law  brought 
to  its  prefent  accuracy.  As  new  combinations  of  circumihuices,  or 
unf(Nreieen  artifices  of  evafion,  diicovered  to  our  anceftors  the  infuf* 
ficicncy  of  former  provifions,  new  expedients  were  invented  ;  and  as 
widcedoefe  improved  its  fubtilty^,  the  law  multiplied  its  powers  and 
extended  its  vigilance. 

If  I  ihould,  therefore,  allow,  what  h^s  been  urged,  that  there  is  no 
precedent  of  a  hill  like  this,  what  can  be  inferred  from  it,  but  that 
vicicedneis  has  found  a  (helter  that  was  never  difcovered  befot'e,  and 
Rifaich  muft  be  forced  by  a  new  method  of  attack  ?  And  what  then 
are  we  required  to  do  more  than  has  been  always  done  by  our  an* 
ceflors,  on  a  thoufiuid  occafions  of  far  lefs  importance  ? 

I  know  not,  my  Lords,  whether  it  be  poHible  to  imagine  an  emer-*> 
gco^e  th^  can  m<M[c  evidently  require  the  interpofition  of  the  legif- 
lative  power,  M^an  this  which  is  now  propofed  to  your  conflderation. 
The  nation  has  been  betrayed  in  peace,  and  difgraced  in  war ;  the . 
conftitution  l^s  been  openly  invaded,  the  votes  of  the  Commons  fet 
poblidy  to  falie,  the  treafures  of  the  public  have  been  fquanderpd  t^ 
purchafe  fecurity  to  thofe  by  whom  it  was  oppreiTed,  the  people  are 
cxafperated  tp  madoefs,  the  Commons  have  begun  the  enquiry  that 
has  beea  fojr  more  than  twenty  years  demanded  and  eluded,  and 
ju&ice  is  00  a  (L^den  infuperably  retarded  by  the  deficiency  of  the 
l4w. 

Surely,  my  Lord^,  this  is  an  occafion  that  may  juilify  the  exertioo 
of  vAufual  powers,  a^d  yet  nothing  either  new  or  unufual  is  required  ; 
for  the  bill  now  propofed  may  be  fupported  both  by  precedents  of 
«cca£onal  laws,  and  parallel  ftatutes  of  laiUng  obligation* 

When  frauds  have  been  committed  by  the  agents  of  trading 
companies,  bills  pf  indemnity  to  thofe  by  whom  any  difcoveries 
ib9uU  be  made,  have  been  propofed  and  pafled  without  any  of  thofe 
dreadful  confequences  which  fome  noble  Lords  have  forcfeea  in  this. 

I  have 
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I  have  never  heard  iliac  any  manwasfoftupid  as  tomiftake  fuch  abill 
for  a  general  aft  of  grace,  or  that  the  confeffion  of  any  crimes  was 
procured  by  it,  except  of  diofe  which  it  was  intended  to  dettSt  -,  I 
have  never  been  informed,  that  any  murderer  was  bleiled  with  the 
acuteneft  of  the  noble  Lord,  or  thought  of  flying  to  fuch  an  ad  as 
to  a  common  ihelter  for  villainy.  Such  fuppofitions,  my  Lords,  can 
be  intended  only  to  prolong  a  controverfy  and  weary  an  opponent ; 
nor  can  fuch  trifling  exaggerations  contribute  to  any  other  end,  than 
of  difcovering  the  fertility  of  imagination,  and  the  exuberance  of 
eloquence. 

For  my  part,  my  Lords,  I  think  paffion  and  negligence  equally 
culpable  in  a  debate  like  this  ;  and  cannot  forbear  to  recommend 
ierioufhefs  and  attention, jyith  the  fame  zeal,  with  which  moderation  . 
and  impartiality  have  already  been  inculcated.  He  that  entirely  dif- 
regards  the  queftlon  in  debate,  who  thinks  it  too  trivial  for  a  ferious 
difcuflion,  and  fpeaks  upon  it  with  the  fame  fuperficial  gaiety  with 
which  he  would  relate  the  change  of  a  fafbion,  or  the  incidents  of  a 
ball)  is  not  very  likely,  either  to  difcover  or  propagate  the  truth ; 
and  IS  lefs  to  be  pardoned,  than  he  who  is  betrayed  by  paflion  into 
abfurdities,  as  it  is  lefs  criminal  to  injure  our  country  by  zeal  than 
by  contempt. 

That  bills,  without  any  eflential  difference  from  that  which  is  now 
before  us,  have  been  pailed  in  favour  of  private  companies,  is  indif- 
putably  certain  j  it  is  certain  that  Ihey  never  produced  any  other 
elicft,  than  fuch  as  were  expected  from  them  by  thofe  who  promoted 
them.  It  is  evident,  that  the  welfare  of  the  nation  is  more  worthy 
of  our  regard  than  any  feparate  company ;  that  the  whole,  of  more 
importance  than  a  part ;  and  therefore  the  fame  meafures  may  be  now 
ufed  with  far  greater  juftice,  and  with  equal  probability  of  fuccefs. 

The  neceffity  of  the  law  now  propofed,  my  Lords,  cannot  more 
plainly  appear,  than  by  refleding  on  the  abfurdity  of  the  pleas  made 
ttfe  of  for  refuting  it,  which,  confidered  in  the  whole,  contain  only 
this  afiertion.  That  the  fecurity  of  one  man  is  to  be  preferred  to 
juftice,  to  truth,  to  public  felicity  i  that  a  precedent  is  rather  to  be 
eftabliihed,  which  will  for  ever  (helter  every  future  minifler  from  the 
hws  of  our  country ;  and  that  all  our  miferies  are  rather  to  be  borne 
in  filence,  or  lamented  in  impotence,  than  the  man,  whom  the 
whole  nation  agrees  to  accufe  as  the  author  of  tbem^  (hould  be  ex* 

pofed 
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pded  to  the  hazard  of  a  trisd,  even  before  tbole  whom  every  tie  of 
ktereft  and  long  continued  afitSion  has  united  to  him. 

It  is  indeed  objeded,  that  by  paffing  this  bill,  we  {hall  transfer  the 
authority  of  trying  hicn'to  the  other  Houfe  ;  that  we  (hall  give  up 
our  privileges  for  ever,  crtSt  a  new  court  of  judicature,  and  overturn 
the  conftitution. 

I  have  long  obferved,  my  Lords,  how  vain  it  is  to  argue  againft 
thofe  whofe  refolutions  are  determined  by  extrinfic  motives,  and  have 
been  long  acquainted  with  the  art  of  difguifing  obftinacy,  by  an  ap- 
pearance of  reafons  that  have  no  we;ght^  even'  in  the  opinion  of  him 
bjr  whom  they  are  offered,  and  of  raiiing  clouds  of  objedtons,  which, 
by  the  firft  reply,  ^ill  certainly  be  diffipated,  but  which,  at  leaft,  fill 
the  mouth  for  a  time,  and  preferve  the  difputant  from  the  reproach 
of  adhering  to  an  opinion,  jn  vindication  of  which  he  had  nothing 
tody. 

Of  this  kind  Is  the  objection  which  I  am  now  to  remove,  though 
I  remove  it  only  to  make  way  for  another,  for  thofe  can  never  be 
iiieaced  who  can  fatisfy  themfelves  with  arguments  like  this ;  how- 
ever, thofe  that  offer  it  exped:  it  (hould  be  anfwered,  and  if  it  fhould 
be  pafled  over  in  the  debate,  will  boaft  of  its  irrefragability,  and  . 
imagine  that  they  have  gained  the  vidory  by  the  fuperiority  of  their 
abilities,  rather  than  of  their  numbers. 

That  we  (ball,  bypai&ng  this  bill,  give  the  Commons  a  power 
which  they  want  at  prefent,  is  unqueftionably  evident ;  but  we  (hall 
only  retrieve  that  which  they  were  never  known  to  want  before,  the 
power  of  producing  evidence  j  evidence  which  we,  my  Lords,  muft 
bear,  and  of  whofe  teftimonies  we  (hall  reierve  the  judgment  to  our* 
ielves.  The  Commons  will  only  a£t  as  profecutors,  a  charader  in 
which  they  were  never  conceived  to  encroach  upon  our  right.  The 
nan  whofe  conduct  is  the  fubjed  of  enquiry,  muft  ftand  his  trial  at 
oar  bar ;  nor  has  the  bill  any  other  tendency,  than  to  enable  the 
Commons  to  bring  him  to  it. 

What  can  be  alledged  agatnft  this  defign  I  know  not ;  becaufe  I 
can  difcover  no  objedions  which  do  not  imply  guilt,  and  guilt  we  are 
not  yet  at  liberty  to  fuppofe,  I  am  fo  far  frooi  preffing  this  bill  from 
any  motives  of  perfonal  malevolence,  that  I  am  only  doing,  in  the 
cafe  of  the  minifter,  what  I  fhovid  ardently  defire  to  be  done  in  my 
own,  and  what  no  man  would  wifli  tp  obftru^  who  vtas  fupported 
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by  a  coQfcioufticfs  of  intcgf  ity,  and  ftimulated  %  that  hioneft  fenfe  of 
reputation  whicl\  I  have  always  found  the  concomitant  of  innocence. 
I  hope  I  &all  be  readily  believed  by  pur  Lgrdfliips,  when  I  afiert 
once  nipre,  that  I  (hould  not  only  forbear  all  oppofitiop  to  a  bill  in- 
tended to  produ.ce  a  fcrutiny  into  my  coiidud,  but  that  I  fliould  pro-^ 
mote  it  with  all  my  intereft,  ;and  folicit  all  my  friends  to  expedite 
and  fupport  it ;  for  there  was  once  a  time,  my  Lords,  in  which  my 
behaviour irwas  brought  to  th^  teft,  a  time  when  no  expedient  was 
forgotten  by  which  I  might  \)c  oppreffed,  nor  any  method  untried  to 
procure  accufations  againft  me. 

Whether  the  prefent  cafe  in  every  circumftance  will  ftand  oia&Iy 
parallel  to  mine,  I  am  very  far  from  preiuming  to  determine.  I  had 
ferved  my  country  with  induftry,  fidelity  a|id  fuccefs,  and  had  received 
the  illuftrious  teftimonyof  mycondui^'  the  pi|blic  thanl^  of  this^ 
Houfe.  I  was  confcious  of  no  crime,  nor  had  gratified  in  my  (ot'* 
vices  any  other  paflion  than  my  zeal  for  the  puUic.  I  faw  myfelf 
ignominioufly  difcarded,  and  attacked  by  every  method  of  calumny 
and  reproach.  Nor  was  the  malice  of  my  enemies  fiitisfied  with  de- 
ftroying  my  reputation  without  impairing  my  fortune :  for  this  pur- 
pofe  a  profecution  was  proje£led,  a  wretch  was  found  out  who  en- 
gaged to  accufe  n\e,  and  received  his  pardon  for  no  other  purpofe  ; 
nor  did  I  make  any  oppofition  to  it  in  this  Houfe,  though  I  knew  the 
intent  with  which  it  was  procured,  and  was  informed  that  part  of 
my  eflate  was  allotted  him  to  harden  his  heart,  and  ftrengthen  his 
affertions. 

TbiSy  my  Lords,  is  furelya  precedent  which  I  have  a  right  to 
quote,  and  which  will  vindicate  me  to  your  Lordihips  from  the  im« 
putation  of  partiality  and  malignity ;  fince  it  is  apparent,  that  I  do 
only  in  the  cafe  of  another,  what  I  willingly  fubmitted  to,  when  an 
enquiry  was  making  into  my  condud. 

But,  my  Lords,  this  is  far  from  being  the  only  precedent  which 
may  be  pleaded  in  favour  of  this  bill  ;  a  bill  which  in  reality  concurs 
with  the  general  and  regular  prafticc  of  the  cftablifeed  law,  as  will 
appear  to  every  one  that  compares  it  with  the  eighth  fedioii  of  the 
Ac^  for  preventing  Bribery  i  in  which  it  is  eftabliihed  as  a  perpetual 
la\v>  that  he  who,  having  taken  a  bribe,  (hall,  within  twelve  months^ 
inform  againft  him  that  gave  it,  fhall  be  received  as  an  evidence,*  and 
be  indemnified  from^all  the  confcquences  of  his  difeovery. 

To 


I 

A.  ijii^       iNDSKii^xrYiNG  eVxdenci.         i4}r 

To  th^fe  arguments  of  reiiron  and  precedent,  I  will  add  one  of  a 
teore  prevalent  kind,  drawn  from  motives  of  intereft,  which  furely 
Would  direft  otir  mtniftcrs  t6  favour  the  enquiry^  and  promote  everjr 
expedient  that  might  produce  a  complete  diicuf&on  of  the  public 
afiairs;  fihce  they  would  (hew»  that  they  are  not  afraid  of  the  moft 
rigorous  fcrutiny,  and  are  above  any  fears  that  the  precedent  ^hich 
they  are  now  eftablifhing  may  revolve  upon  diemfelves. 

To  elude  the  ratification  of  this  bill,  it  was  at  firft  urged  that 
Acre  was  ilo  proof  qf  any  crime  ;  and  when  it  was  ihewn,  that  there 
was  an  apparent  mifapplicatlon  of  the  public  money,  it  became  necef* 
£iry  to  determine  upon  a  more  hardy  ailertion,  and  to  fiience  malicious 
reafoners,  by  fheWing  them  how  little  their  arguments  would  hk 
legarded.  It  th^n  was  denied,  with  a  fpirit  worthy  of  the  ckufe  in 
Which  it  was  exerted,  that  the  civil  lift  was  public  money. 

Difputants  like  thefe,  my  Lords,  are  not  borh  to  be  confuted ;  ft 
would  be  to  little  purpofe  that  ahy  man  fhould  afk,  whether  the 
bioney  allotted  fot  the  civil  lift  was  hot  granted  by  the  public^  and 
whether  public  grants  did  not  produce  public  money ;  it  would  b^ 
without  any  dfeft,  that  the  ufes  for  which  that  gtant  is  made  fbould 
be  enumerated,  and  the  mlfapplication  of  it  openly  proved ;  a  dif- 
tinftion,  or  at  leaft  a  negative  would  be  always  at  hand,  and  obftinacy 
and  intereft  wonUl  turn  argument  afide. 

Upon  what  principles,  my  Lords,  we  can  now  call  out  for  a  proof 
^f  crimes,  and  proceed  in  the  debate  as  if  no  juft  reafon  of  fufpicion 
liad  appeared,  I  am  not  able  to  coajefiure ;  here  is,  in  my  opinion. 
If  not  dcmonftrative  proof,  yet  the  ftrongcft  prefumption  of  one  of 
the  greateft  crimes  of  which  any  than  can  be  guilty,  the  propagation 
^  witkedneft,  of  the  moft  atrocious  breach  of  truft  which  can  be 
Charged  upori  at^Brittih  minifter,  a  deliberate  traffic  for  the  liberties 
of  his  country. 

Of  thefe  enormous  vrltainies,  however  difScoIt  it  may  now  feetn 
to  difengage  him  from  them,  I  hope  we  fhall  fee  reafon  to  acquit  him 
at  die  bar  of  this  Houfi;,  at  which,  if  he  be  innocent,  he  ought  to 
be  defirous  of  appearing ;  nor  do  his  friends  confult  his  honour,  by 
endeavouring  to  withhold  him  from  it ;  if  they,  indeed,-  believe  him 
gttiky,  they  may  then  eafily  jaflSfy  their  condiift  to  him,  but  the 
world  will,  perhaps,  require  a  more  public  vindication. 

Thefe,  riSy  Lotdif,  are  the  argumentr  whithf  have  influenced  me 
Bthetto  to  af^ove  the  Mft  norw  before  us,  and  which  will  continue 
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their  prevalence,  till  I  fhall  hear  them  confuted  ^  and  furely  ijf  they 
are  not  altogether  unanfwerable,  they  are  furely  of  fo  much  import- 
tance,  that  the  bill  for  v^ich  they  have  been  produced,  muft  be  al- 
lowed to  deferve  at  leaft  a  deliberate  examination,  and  may  very 
juftly  be  referred  to  a  committee,  in  which  ambiguities  may  be  re- 
moved, and  inadvertencies  corrected. 

Lord  Cholmondeley  fpoke  next  to  the  fbllowin'g  purpofe  :— -• 
My  Lords,  This  bill  is  in  my  opinion  fo  far  from  deferving  appro- 
bation, that  I  am  in  doubt  whether  I  fhould  retard  At  determination 
of  the  Houfe,  by  laying  before  you  the  reafons  which  influence  me 
in  this  debate ;  nor  indeed  could  I  prevail  upon  myfelf  to  enter  into 
a  formal  difcui&on  of  a  queftion,  on  which  I  ihould  have  imagined 
that  all  mankind  would  have  been  of  one  opinion,  did  ndt  my  reve- 
rence of  th^  abilities  of  thofe  noble  Lords  who  have  fpoken  in  defence 
of  the  bill,  incline  me,  even  againft  the  convidion  of  my  own  reafon, 
to  fufpedt  that  arguments  may  be  offered  in  its  favour,  which  I  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  difcover ;  and  that  thofe  which  have  been  pro^ 
duced,  however  inconclufive  they  have  feeiped,  will  operate  more 
powerfully  when  they  are  more  fully  difplayed,  and  better  underftood.- 

For  this  reafon  I  (hall  lary  before  your  Lordfhips  the  objections 
which  arofe  in  my  mind  when  the  bill  was  firft  laid  before  us,  and 
which  have  rathet  been  ftrengthened  than  invalidated  by  the  fubfe- 
quent  debate* 

It  appears,  my  Lords^  evident  to  me,  that  every  man  has  a  right 
to  be  tried  by  the  known  laws  of  his  country  j  that  no  man  can  be 
juftly  punifhed  by  a  law  made  after  the  commiffion  of  a  fa£t,  becaufe 
he  then  fuffers  by  a  law,  againft  which  he  never  tranfgrefled ;  nor  is 
any  man  to  be  profecuted  by  methods  invented  only  to  facilitate  his 
condemnation,  becaufe  he  ought  to  be  s^cquitted,  however  guilty  1iq 
may  be  fuppofed,  whom  the  eftabiifhed  rules  of  juftice  cannot  con-> 
YiSt.  The  law,  my  Lords,  is  the  meafure  of  political,  as  confcience 
of  moral  right;  and  he  that  breaks  no  law,  may  indeed  be  criminal^ 
but  is  not  puniihable.  The  law  likewife  prefcribes  the  method  of 
profecuting  guilt ;  and  as  we,  by  omitting  any  crime  in  our  laws> 
difabie  ourfelves  from  punilhing  it,  however  public  or  flagrant,  fo 
by  regulating  the  procefs  in  our  courts  of  juftice,  we  give  fecurity  to 
that  guilt,  which  by  that  procefs  cannot  be  detedled. 

The  truth  of  this  aflertion,  my  Lords,  however  paradoxical  it  may 
perhaps  appear,  wiU  becQme  evident  if  v^  fupppfe  a  man  brought  to 
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the  bar,  whofe '  guilt  was  unquefHonable,  though  it  could  not  be 
kgally  proved,  becaufe.  all  tbofe  were  dead  who  might  have  appeared 
againft  him.  It  is  certain  that  his  good  fortune  would  give  him  no 
claim  to  pardon,  and  yet  he  could  not  be  convi£ked,  unlefs  we  fup- 
pofe  him  weak  enough  to  accufe  himielf.  In  this  cafe,  my  Lords, 
it  is  not  impoffible,  that  fome  might  be  prompted  by  their  zeal  to 
propofe,  that  the  foreign  methods  of  juftice  might  be  introduced,  and 
the  rack  employed  to  extort  from  hfs  own  mouth  a  confeffion  of  thofe 
crimes  of  which  every  one  believed  him  guilty. 

With  what  horror,  my  Lords,  fuch  a  propofal  would  be  heard, 
how  loudly  it  would  be  cenfured,  and  how  univer&Ily  rejeded,  I  need 
not  lay;  but  muft  obferve,  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  deteftation  would 
arife  principally  from  a  fenfe  of  the  injuftice  of  expoAng  any  man  to 
peculiar  hardfliips,  and  diftinguifhing  him  to  his  difadvantage  from 
the  reft  of  the  community. 

It  will,  my  Lords,  not  be  eafy  to  prove,  that  it  is  lefs  agreeable  to 
juftice  to  oblige  a  man  to  accufe  himfelf,  than  to  make  ufe  of  ex- 
traordinary methods  of  procuring  evidence  againft  him  -,  becaufe  the 
barriers  of  fecurity  which  the  law  has  fixed  are  equally  broken  in- 
either  cafe,  and  the  accufed  is  expofed  to  dangers,  from  which  he 
had  reafon  to  believe  himfelf  (heltered  by  the  conftitution  of  his 
country. 

This  argument,  my  Lords,  I  have  mentioned,  without  endeavour- 
ing to  evince  the  innocence  of  the  perfon  whom  this  bill  immediately 
regards  $  becaufe  the  intent  of  it  is  to  {hew,  that  no  man  is  to  be 
deprived  of  the  common  benefits  of  the  conftitution,  and  that  the 
guilty  have  a  right  to  all  the  advantages  which  the  law  allows  them. 
For  guilt  is  never  to  be  fuppofed  till  it  is  proved,  and  it  is  therefore 
never  to  be  proved  by  new  methods,  merely  becaufe  it  is  fuppofed. 

That  the  method  of  procuring  evidence  now  propofed  is  new,  my 
Lords,  I  think  it  no  temerity  to  conclude  ;  becaufe  the  noble  Lords 
who  have  endeavoured  to  defend  it,  have  produced  no  inftance  of  a 
parallel  pradips,  and  their  knowledge  and  acutenefs  is  fuch,  that  they 
can  only  have  failed  to  <]ifcover  them,  becaufe  they  are  indeed  no 
where  to  be  found* 

In  the  cafe  of  bribery,  my  Lords,  the  perfon  accufed  has  the 
privilege,  if  he  be  innocent,  of  profecuting  his  accufer  for  perjury, 
and  is  therefore  in  lefs  danger  of  being  harrafled  by  a  falfe  indidment* 
^ut,  mv  Lor^is^   this  is  not  the  only  difference  between  the  two 
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cafes;  bt  he  |)iat  difcovers  t  bribe  feceived/by  hsmiclf,  hat  no 
laativ^s  of  intereft  ta  prompt  his  ericknce ;  he  4s  otal;  fieoused  from 
fUferuag  by  his  own  difiroveipy,  and  might  have  been  equally  fii&  by 
fil^ce  and  fecrecy;  fince  the  law  fvppofes  the  crime  out  of  the  reach 
<f(  detcdion,  otberwifo  than  by  t^  confeffion  of  the  criminaL 

QMt  iar  different,  my  Lords^  are  the  circuniftances  of  tholb  who 
l/e  now  invited  to  throng  the  courts  of  j'U Qice,  and  ftun  ui  witl\ 
d^pofitions  and  difcov/eri^s.  They  are  men  fuppofed  criminal  by  tbo 
indemnity  which  is  oiFercd  them ,  and  by  the  natute  of  their  crijnea 
i;i  is  m;ide  at  leaft  probable,  diat  they  ajce  in  dftily  hazarlof  difcovery  $ 
and  puniihment,  from  which  they  are  fummoned  to  kt  themielvea 
free  for  ever,  by  accufmg  a  man  of  whom  it  has  not  bfico  ye(  proved 
that  he  can  legally  be  called  to  a  trial. 

Thus^  my  Lords,  in  the;  law  which  the  noble  Duke  has  meiw 
tioned  as  a  precedent  for  this  bill,  the  accufer  is  only  placed  in  a 
l^pd  c^  equilibriuin,  equally  feoure  from  punifhment,  by  filence  or 
hy^  information,  in  hope  that  the  loyc  of  truth  and  j  uftice  will  turn  the 
l^hnce ;  in  the  bill  now  befpre  us  the  witoefs  is  in  continual  danger 
by.  withholding  his  evidence^  and  is  reftored  to  perfeA  (afety  by  be« 
coding  an  accufer,  and.  from  making  difcoveries,  whether  true  or 
falfe,  has  every  thing  to  hope  and  nothing  to  fear. 

The  neccility  of  punifhing  wickednefs  has  been  urged  with  great 
ftrength  ;  it  has  been  unanfwerably  (hewn,  by  the  advocates,  for  this 
bill,  that  vindidive  juftice  is  of  the  higbeft  importance  to  the  bappinefs 
of  the  public,  and  that  thofe  who  may  be  injured  with  impunity,  are 
in.  reality  denied  the  benefits  of  fociety,  and  can  be  faid  to  live  in  tba 
iUte  of  uncivilized  nature,  in  which  the  flroiig  muft  prey,  upon  tho; 
weak. 

This,  my  Lords,  has  been  urged  with  all  the  appearance  of  con* 
vidion  and  fmccrity,  and  yet  has  been  urged  by  thofe  who  ane  pro* 
viding  a  fhelter  for  the  moft  enormous  villainies,  and  enabling  moi 
who  Iiave  violated  every  precept  of  law  and  virtue,  to  bid  defiance- 
to  jufiice,  and  to  fit  at  eafe  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  acquiiltions. 

And  what,  my  Lords,  is  the  condition,  upon  which  wickednels 
is  to  be  fet  free  from  terror,  upon  which  national  juftke  is  to  be  dif- 
armed,  and  the  betrayers  of  public  counfels,  or  the  plunderers,  of  pub- 
lic treafure,  qualified  for  new  trufts,  and  fet  on  a  level  with  un« 
tainted  fidelity  ?  A  condition,  my  Lords,  which  wretches  like  thefe 
will  vtry  readily  accept,  theeafy  terms  of  information.and of  perjury* 
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They  are  reqiiired  only  to  give  evidence  agatnft  a  man  marked  out 
for  defirudion)  and  the  guih  of  partaking  ill  hh  crimes  is  to  be 
effaced  by  the  merit  of  concurrmg  in  his  ruin. 

It  has  indeied  beer?  a  method  of  deteftionj-  frequently  employed 
againil  hoitfe-breakers  and  highviraymen,  to  ptoelaiiii  a  pardon  ht 
hitn  that  fhall  convifl  his  accomplices  j  but  furely,  my  Lords,  this 
pradice  will  h6t  in'  the  prefent  queftion  be  mentioned  aS  a  precedent^ 
Surety  it  wiH  not  be  thought  eqtf^itable  to  level  with*  fdoAs,  and  with 
thieves,  a  perfon  diftinguiflied  by  his  rank,  Ms  employments,  bis 
iMities,'  and  his  fervices ;  a  pferibn)  whbfe  loyalty  to  his  St>vereign 
has  nmrer  been  called  in  queftion,  and  whofe  fidelity  to  hi^  eonnxrj 
has  at  leaft  liever  been  difproved. 

Thefe  are  tneaAires,  my  Ltfi^^  which  I  hop*'  your  Lord&ip^  will 
nrMr  coficuy  to  promote ;-  mieafures  not  fupported  either  by  law  or 
jttftice^  or  erifcreed  by  any  exig<^nce  of  affairs,  biit  diAated  by  pci*fc-u 
cution,'  malice  and  revenge  |  me^lures  by  which  the  gothy^idd'  tfa4 
ittiocent  may  ht  deftroyod  ^01^  eqitsrt  ftcHity,  and  wWch  mlift  there* 
fM  tenA  toettl;6firage  wie^edneA  ^  ibey  dbfti^  th^  fecurit/  of 
tlrtttfJ, 

Lord  Carteret  then  role,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  d^St :— « 
My  Lords,  I  have  (6  long  honoured  the  abilities,  and  fo  often  con-* 
eurred  with  the  opinion  of  the  noble  Lord  who  began*  the  debatej 
Aat  I  cannot  wttKbQt  unuliml  concern,  rife  up  now  to  fpeak  in  op« 
pofition  to  him ;  nor  could  any  other  prin<iiple  fupport  mC  unddr  th^ 
ipparent  difadvantage  of  a  conteft  fo  unequal,  but  the  conflftoufnefs 
of  upright  intemsoiiSy  and  the  concurrence  cif  the  vi^ofe  nation. 

I  cannot  but  confider  myfelf  on  this  occafion,  my  Lord^,  aS  th^ 
advocate  of  the  people  of  Britain,  who,  after  continued  bppreflions, 
Jofies,  and  indignities,  after  having  been  plundeied  and  ridicokd; 
haitalfed  ahdinfohed  for  complaining,  have  at  length  ^attextd  them- 
felves  that  they  (bould  have  an  opportunity  of  appealing  to  our  bar  for 

Kftice,  and  of  fecuring  themfelveS  from  future  injuries,  by  the 
iHiUmiettt  cf  thofe  that  had  fo  long  triumphed  in  their  guilt,  pro-;- 
daiified  their  defiaffce  of  jitftice,  and  declared  that  die  laWs  were 
«ade  only  for  their  fecurity. 

The  expefbtions  of  the  people  have  been  fruftrated  by  the  unex* 
pe$tbi  obftinacy  of  the  agents  of  wickednefs,  by  a  plea  that  was 
never  made  ufc  of  for  the  fame  purpofe  before,  agninft  which  the 
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known  laws  of  the  nation  have  provided  no  remedy^  and  which  your 
Lord(bips  are  therefore  now  called  upon  to  overthrow. 

THat  the  nation  calls  loudly  for  an  enquiry,  that  the  mifapplication 
of  the  public  treafure  is  univerfally  fiipeded,  and  that  the  perfon 
ipentioned  in  the  bill  is  believed  to  be  the  chief  author  of  that  mif* 
application  j  that  at  leaft  thofe  who  have  fquandered  it  have  z£ted  by 
bis  authority^  and  been  admitted  to  truft  by  his  recommendation^ 
and  that  he  is  therefore  accountable  to  the  public  for  their  condudl,  t 
ihall  fuppofe  cannot  be  denied. 

The  nation,  my  Lords,  has  a  right  to  be  gratified  in  their  demaii4l 
of  an  enquiry,  whatever  be  the  foundation  of  their  futpicions  i  fince 
it  is  manifeft  that  it  can  produce  no  other  effefis  than  thofe  of  giving 
new  luftre  to  innocence,  and  quieting  the  clamours  of  the  people,  if 
it  ihould  be  found  that  the  government  has  been  adminiftered  with 
bonefty  and  ability  j  and  it  is  not  lefs  evident  that,  if  the  general 
l^nion  is  well  grounded,  if  our  intereft  has  been  betrayed,  and  that 
mopey- employed  only  to  corrupt  the  nation  which  was  raifed  for  the 
defence  of  it,  the  fevereft  punilhment  ought  to  be  inflided,  that  all 
future  minifters  may  be  deterred  from  the  fame  crimes  by  exemplary 
vengeance. 

.  Thus,  my  Lords,  an  enquiry  appears  upon  every  fuppofition  ufe- 
ful  and  neceflary ;  but  I  cannot  comprehend  how  it  can  be  prolecuted 
by  any  other  method,  than  that  of  propofing  an  indemnity  to  thole 
ITvho  fhall  make  difcoveries. 

Every  wicked  meafure,  my  Lprds,  muft  involve  in  guilt  sdl  who 
are  engaged  in  it ;  and  bow  eafily  it  may  i>e  concealed  frpm  every 
pther  perfon  may  be  (hewn  by  an  example  of  a  crime,  which  no  man 
will  deny  to  havefometimes  exifted^  ^nd  which  in  the  opinion  of  moft 
is  not  very  uncommon  in  this  age. 

It  will  be  allowed,  at  leaft,  that  on  fome  occafiohs,  when  4 
favourite  begins  to  totter,  when  ftrong  objedions  are  raifed  againfl 
the  continuance  of  a  ftanding  army,  when  a  convention  requires  the 
ratification  of  the  legiflature,  or  fome  fatal  Addreis  is  propofedtofll 
prefented  to  the  Crown,  a  pecuniary  reward  may  fometimes  be  of- 
fered,  and  though  that,  indeed,  be  a  fuppofition  mpre  difficult  to  bp 
admitted,  fometimes,  however  rarely,  accepted. 

In  this  cafe,  my  Lords,  none  but  he  that  gives  and  h^  that  receives 
the  bribe  can  be  confcious  of  it  j  at  mo(l  we  can  opiy  fuppde  an  in* 
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ttrvening  agent  to  have  any  knowledge  of  it ;  and  if  even  be  is  ad- 
mitted to  the  fccret  fo  as  to  be  able  to  make  aiegai  difcovery,  there 
muftbe  fome  6tkSt  of  cunning  in  the  principals.  Let  us  conflder 
from  which  of  thefe  any  difcovdiy  can  be  probably  expe£bd,  or  what 
reafon  can  be  alledged,  for  which  either  Ihould  expofe  himfelf .  to 
puniflunent  for  the  fake  of  ruining  his  aflbciate. 

It  is  therefore,  my  Lords,  plain  from  this  inftance,  that  without 
tbecoirfeffion  of  fome  guilty  perfon,  no  difcovery  can  be  made  of 
thofe  crimes  which  are  moft  detrimental  to  our  happinefs,  and  moft 
dajigerous  to  our  liberties.  It  is  apparent  that  no  man  will  difcover 
bis  own  guilt ;  while  there  remains  any  danger  of  fuffering  by  his 
confeffion,  it  is  certain  that  fuch  crimes  will  be  committed,  if  they 
are  not  difcouraged  by  the  fear  of  puniCbmeniC,  and  it  cannot  therefore* 
ht  denied  that  a  proclamation  of  indemnity  is  necefiary .  to  their 
itteSdon. 

.  Tbisj  my  Lords,  is  not,  as  it  h^is  been  alledged,  a  method  vta* 
known  to  our  conftitution,  as  every  man  that  reads  the  common 
papers  will  eailly  difcover.  I  doubt  if  there  has  been  for  many  years 
afingle  month  in  which  fome  reward,  as  well  as  indemnity,  has  not 
beenpromiied  to  any  man,  who,  having  been  engaged  in  a  robbery, 
would  difcover  his  confederates ;  and  furely  a  method  that  is  daily 
fnBikd  for  the  fecurity  of  private  property,  may  be  very  rationally 
and  juftly  adopted  by  the  legiflature  for  the  prefer vation  of  the  hap- 
finefs  and  the  property  of  the  public. 

Thje  punifliment  of  wickednefs,  my  Lords,  is  undoubtedly  one  of 
the  eflential  parts  of  good  government,  and  in  reality  the  chief  pur- 
pofe  for  which  fociety  is  inftituted ;  for  how  will  that  fociety  in  which 
any  indiyidual  may  be  plundered,  inflaved,  and  murdered  without 
icdids  and  without  puniOiment,  differ  from  the  ftate  of  corrupt 
iBture,  io  whijch  the  ftrongeft  muft  be  abfolute,  and  right  and  power 
llways  the  fame  i 

That  conftitution,  therefore,  which  has  not  provided  for  the 
puniflunent,  and  previoufly  for  the  difcovery  of  guilt,  is  fo  far  in  a 
fiate  of  imperfedion,  and  requires  to  be  ftrengthened  by  new  provi* 
fions.  This,  my  Lords,  is  far  from  being  our  ftate,  for  we  have 
in  our  hands  a  method  of  deteding  the  moft  powerful  criminals,  a 
method  in  itfelf  agreeable  to  reafon,  recommended  by  the  pradice  of 
our  predeceiTors,  and  now  approved  once  more  by  the  fanftiqnof  one 
f^  the  branches  of  the  legiflature, 
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known  laws  of  the  nation  have  provided  no  remedy^  and  which  your 
Lordibips  are  therefore  now  called  upon  to  overthrow. 

That  the  nation  calls  loudly  for  an  enquiry,  that  the  mifapplication 
of  the  public  treafure  is  univerfally  fiipeded,  and  that  the  perfon 
ipentioned  in  the  bill  is  believed  to  be  the  chief  author  of  that  oiifi- 
application  j  that  at  leaft  thofe  who  have  fquandered  it  have  z£ted  by 
bis  authority,  and  been  admitted  to  truft  by  his  recommendation^ 
and  that  he  is  therefore  accountable  to  the  public  for  their  conduA^  t 
ihall  fuppofe  cannot  be  denied. 

The  nation,  my  Lords,  has  a  right  to  be  gratified  in  their  demaii4l 
of  an  enquiry,  whatever  be  the  foundation  of  their  futpicions  i  fince 
it  is  manifeft  that  it  can  produce  no  other  tSeSts  than  thofe  of  giving 
new  luftre  to  innocence,  and  quieting  the  clamours  of  the  people,  if 
it  ihould  be  found  that  the  government  has  been  adminiftered  with 
bonefty  and  ability  i  and  it  is  not  lefs  evident  that,  if  the  general 
l^nion  is  well  grounded,  if  our  intereft  has  been  betrayed,  and  that 
mopey  employed  only  to  corrupt  the  nation  which  was  raifed  for  the 
defence  of  it>  the  fevereft  punifliment  ought  to  be  inflided,  that  all 
future  minifters  may  be  deterred  from  the  fame  crimes  by  exemplary 
vengeance. 

.  Thus,  my  Lords,  an  enquiry  appears  upon  every  fuppofidon  ufe* 
ful  and  neceffiiry ;  but  I  cannot  comprehend  how  it  can  be  profecuted 
by  any  other  method,  than  that  of  propofing  an  indemnity  to  thofe 
who  ihall  make  difcoveries. 

Every  wicked  meafure,  my  Lprds,  muft  involve  in  guilt  sdi  who 
are  engaged  in  it ;  and  bow  eafily  it  may  be  concealed  frpm  every 
pther  perfon  may  be  fhewn  by  an  e^cample  of  a  crime,  which  no  man 
will  deny  to  have  fometimes  exifted.  and  which  in  the  opinion  of  moil 
is  not  very  uncommon  in  this  age. 

It  will  be  allowed,  at  leail,  that  on  fpme  occailons,  when  4 
favourite  begins  to  totter,  when  ilrong  pbje<%[ons  are  railed  agaioil 
the  continuance  of  a  ilanding  army,  when  a  convention  requires  the 
ratification  of  the  legiflature,  or  fome  &tal  Addreis  is  propofed  to  111 
prefented  to  the  Crown,  a  pecuniary  reward  may  fometimes  be  ofw 
fered,  and  though  that,  indeed,  be  a  fuppofition  mpre  difficult  to  bp 
admitted,  fometimes,  however  rarely,  accepted. 

In  this  cafe,  my  Lords,  none  but  he  that  gives  and  hQ  that  receives 
the  bribe  can  be  confcious  of  it  -,  at  moil  we  cap  oply  fuppoTe  an  in* 
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tervening  sigent  to  have  any  knowledge  of  it ;  and  if  even  be  is  ad- 
mitted to  the  fecret  fo  as  to  be  able  to  make  a  legal  difcovery,  there 
muft  be  fome  defed  of  cunning  in  the  principals*  Let  us  conflder 
from  which  of  thefe  any  difcovdiy  can  be  probably  expeded,  or  what 
rcafon  can  be  alledged,  for  which  either  (hould  expofe  himfelf .  to 
puniihment  for  the  fake  of  ruining  his  aflbciate. 

It  is  therefore,  my  Lords,  plain  from  this  inftance,  that  without 
tbeconfeffion  of  fome  guilty  perfon,  no  difcovery  can  be  made  o£ 
thofe  crimes  which  are  moft  detrimental  to  our  happinefs,  and  moft 
dangerous  to  our  liberties.  It  is  apparent  that  no  man  will  difcover 
his  own  guilt ;  while  there  remains  any  danger  of  fuffering  by  his 
confeffioo,  it  is  certain  that  fuch  crimes  wiU  be  committed,  if  they 
are  not  difcouraged  by  the  fear  of  puniCbment,  and  it  cannot  therefore' 
ht  denied  that  a  proclamation  of  indemnity  is  neceilary .  to  their 
detedion. 

H^is,  my  Lords,  is  not,  as  it  l^is  been  alledged,  a  method  ww 
known  to  our  conftitution,  as  every  man  that  reads  the  common 
papers  will  eafily  difcover.  I  doubt  if  there  has  been  for  many  years 
a  fingk  month  in  which  fome  reward,  as  well  as  indemnity,  has  not 
been  promifed  to  any  man,  who,  having  been  engaged  in  a  robbery, 
would  difcover  his  confederates ;  and  furely  a  method  that  is  daily 
pn^fed  for  the  fecurity  of  private  property,  may  be  very  rationally 
>nd  juftly  adopted  by  the  legiflature  for  the  prefer vation  of  the  hap- 
pinefs and  the  property  of  the  public. 

This  puniihment  of  wickednefs,  my  Lords,  is  undoubtedly  one  of 
the  eOenttal  parts  of  good  government,  and  in  reality  the  chief  pur- 
pofe  for  which  fociety  is  inftituted ;  for  how  will  that  fociety  in  which 
any  individual  may  be  plundered,  inflaved,  and  murdered  without 
rediefs  and  without  puniOiment,  differ  from  the  ftate  of  corrupt 
liature,  in  whijch  the  ftrongeft  muft  be  abfolute,  and  right  and  power 
llways  the  fame  i 

That  conftitution,  therefore,  which  has  not  provided  for  the 
punifliment,  and  previoufly  for  the  difcovery  of  guilt,  is  fo  far  in  a 
ftate  of  imperfection,  and  requires  to  be  ftrengthened  by  new  provi* 
fxons.  This,  my  Lords,  is  far  from  being  our  ftate,  for  we  have 
in  our  hands  a  method  of  detecting  the  moft  powerful  criminals,  a 
method  in  itfclf  agreeable  to  rcafon,  recommended  by  the  pradice  of 
pur  predeceftbrs,  and  now  approved  once  more  by  the  fanftiqnof  one 
fi  the  branches  of  the  legiflature, 
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The  objeAioiis  irindi  have  on  dm  occafion  been  mtade  againft  it^ 
ft«  fiich  as  no  law  can  efcape,  and  which  therefore  can  hdve  no 
^veight;  and  it  is  no  fmail  confirmation  ot  the  expediency  of  it  diat 
Aey^  by  whom  it  hai  been  oppofedy  have  not  been  able  to  attack  it 
with  ftronger  reafenSy  from  which,  if  we  confider  their  abilisicS)  wtt 
fhall  be  convinced,  that  nothing  has  fecunid  it  but  the  power  of  truth. 

It  is-  enquired  by  the  noble  Loird,  how  we  fhall  diftingoifil  true 
from  falfe  evidence ;  to  which  it  may  be  very  readily  aniwered,  thiM 
we  fliaU  difisnguiih  them  by  the  iame  means  as  on  any  orther  occsrfion^ 
by  comparing  the  allegations  and  confidering  how  every  witnel^ 
agrees  with  others  and  with  himfelf,  how  far  hisr  aflertions  arc  in 
tbemfelves  probabte)  how  they  are*  confinfted  or  weakened  by  known 
corcamflances,   and  how  far  they  are  invalidated  by  the  9onllrary 


We  fhall,  my  Lords,  if  we  add  our  fanftion  to  this  bill,  dilbovet 
when  any  man's  accufation  is  prompted  by  his  interef!:,  as  we- might 
know  whether  it  was  didated  by  his  malice. 

k  has  been  afked  alio,  how  any  man  can  afcertain  his  claim  to  tho 
mdemnity?  To  which  it  may  ^  be  eafily  replied,  that  by  giving  hia 
evidence  bo  acquires  a  right,  till  that  evidence  (bidl  be  proved  ta 
befidfe. 

The  noUe  Lord  who  fpoke  fome  time  ago,  and  whofe  abilities  and 
qualities  are  fuch,  that  I  cannot  hot  efteem  and  admire  him,  cvetk 
when  convi£iion  obliges  me  to  oppofe  him,  has  propofeda  c^(2  ill 
which  be  feems  tO' imagine  that  a  oMiiderer  might  fecutte  hifftfetf  from 
pantfbment,  by  conne£ling.his  crime  with  fome  tran&dion  in  which 
the  Earl  of.  Orford  fhould  be  interefted.  This*  cafe,  my  Loids>.  is 
fuficiently  improbable,  nor  is  iteafy  to  mention  any-mediod  of  trid 
in  which  fome  inconvenience  may  not  be  produced,  in  the  indefinite 
complications  of  circamfbikcs,  and  unforefeen  relations  of  evetltii« 
It  is  known  to  have  happened  once,  and  cannot  be  known  not  t<^  have 
happened  often,  that  a  perfon  accufed  of  murder,  was  tried  by  a  fury 
of  which  the  real  murderer  was  one.  Will  not  this  thetr  be  an  argtt^ 
ment  againft  the  great  privilege  of  the  natives:  of  thU  em|^^ei  a  tHU 
by  their  equals  ? 

But,  my  Lords,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  moftlerer  would  not 
be  indemnified  by  this  bill,  fince  he  did  not  commit  thecrhne  by  the 
dtreStou  of  the  perfon  whom  he  is  fuppofed  t^  accufe ;  nOr  would  it 
have  any  necelTary  connexion  withius  condttd,  but  might  be-  fap«> 

preiled 


yrefled  ia  ibe  sccuTatioHi,  witboiitaiiy  dimiaiilion  of  the  Ibi6e  cf  the 
fvidcflce.  A  maa  liiU  not  be  fiiilrred  to  introduce  his  accu&tiQii 
vitk  an  account  of  9;U  the  viUanies  of  bis  whole  life^  but  will  be 
required  to  confine  ht&  teftimoajr  lo  the  aSkir  i^^en  which  be  is 
aamined. 

The  Commtttee)  nyXords,  will  diflin^aifli  between  the  cnines 
perpeUated  by  the  diredidn  9S  the  £arl  of  Ovford^  and  thok  of 
another  kind.  And  Ibould  an  cnocmoua  crmiBal  gtvefiicfa  evidence^ 
^  the  noble  Lord  wa|i  pleafiKi  to  fappofiB»  he  may  be  indemnified  £pe 
Ac  bribery^  but  wjft  be  hanged  for  tlu  murder^  notmthftandii^  aitf 
thing  in  this  bill  to  the  coi^iaryi. 

It  has  been  infifled  on  by  the  noble  Lord^  udio  hove  ^x>Ior  agoind 
Ibe  bill,  that  no  crime  it  proved,  andthenefore  there  is  no  fbundatiaQ 
fcr  it.  But,  my  Lords,  Z  have  always  thought  that  the  pro&fien  of 
the  public  money  was  a  crime,  and  there  is  evidently  a  very  large  Aui» 
expended,  of  which  no  account  has  been  given ;  and,  what  more 
nearly  relates-  to  the  prefent  c^ueftion^  of  which  no-  account  hat^  evec 
been  demandcdw 

On  this  occafiod^  my  Lords,  an-  affivtioa  has  been  aUedged,  whicb 
ao  perfbaaL  regard  iball  ever  prevail  upon  me  to  heav  without  dif^ 
pudng  it,  fince  I  think  it  is  of  the  moft  dangerous  tendency^  and 
imfiipported  by  reafonor  by  law.  It  is  alledged,  my  Lords,  that  the 
Civil  Lift  ia  not  to  be  confidcred  as- public  money,  and  that  the  na* 
tion  has  therefore  no  claim  to  enquire- how  it  is  diftributed ;  that  it  i« 
given  to  foppoft  the  dignity  of  the  Grown,  and  Aat  only  his  Mkije% 
sia  afl&  the-  reafon  of  any  failures  im  the  accounts  of  it. 

I  have  on  the  contrar]^,  my  Lords,  hitherto  underfteod,  tbat  aB^ 
wu  public  money  which  was  given  by  the  public.  Theprefent  con* 
Moo  of  theOrown'is^very  difierent  fronvthat  of  our  antient  monarchs, 
who  fiipported  their  dignity  by  their  own*  eftates.  I  admit,  mjr 
terds,  diat  they  might  at  pleafure  contrad  or  enlarge  their  ex^ 
ptoces,  mor-tgage.  or  alienate  their  lands^  or  bellow  pwfentfr  and 
penfions  without  controul. 

It  is  indeed  expceiled  in  the  aA^  that  the  grants  of  the  Civil  Lift  are 
without  account^  by  which  I  have  hitherto  underftood  only  that  the 
fern  total  is  exempt  from-  account ;  not  that  the  UNnifters  have  a  right 
tP  employ  die  Civil  Lift  to  fuch  purpofes  as  they  Ihall  think  mofb 
condacive  to  their  private  views.  For  if  it  (hould  be  granted,  not 
Ally  that  theruation  has  no  •right  to  know  how  th^n^M^  i»  expended, 

which 
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which  is  the  utmoft  that  can  be  allowed,  or  to  dired  the  applitation 
of  any  part  of  it,  which  is  very  difputsJble,  yet  it  certainly  has  a 
claim  to  direfb  in  what  manner  it  fhall  not  be  applied,  and  to  provide 
that  boroughs  are  not  corrupted  under  pretence  of  promoting  the 
dignity  of  the  Crown. 

The  corruption  of  boroughs,  my  Lords,  is  one  of  the  greateft 
crimes  of  which  any  man  under  our  Gonftitution  is  capable  ;  it  is  to 
corrupt  at  once  the  fountain  and  the  ftream  of  government,  to  poifon 
the  whole  nation  at  once,  and  to  make  the  pec^Ie  wicked,  that  they 
may  infed  the  Houfe  of  Comnmns  with  wicked  reprefentatives. 

Such^  my  Lords,  are  the  crimes,  the  fufpicion  of  which  incited  thp 
Commons  to  a  public  enquiry,  in  which  they  have  been  able  to  pro- 
ceed fo  far,  as  to  prove  that  the  public  difcontent  was  not  without 
caufe,  and  that  fuch  arts  had  been  pradiftd,  as  it  is  abfolutely  neceC- 
lary,  to  the  public  fecurity,  to  detect  and  puniih. 

They  therefore  purfued  their  examination  with  a  degree  of  ardour 
proportioned  to  the  importance  of  the  danger  in  which  every  man  is 
involved  by  the  violation  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  conftitution ;. 
but  they  found  themfelves  obftruded  by  the  fiibtilty  of  fome  who 
confefled  only  that  they  were  guilty,  and  determined  to  be  faithful  to 
their  accomplices  and  thernfejves. 

A  farther  enquiry,  my  Lprds,  vrj^s^  by  this  unforefeen  evaflon^ 
made  impoffible ;  the  ultimate  and  principal  agent  is  Oieltered  from 
the  law  by  his  guard  of  mercenaries,  wretches  who  ^re  contented  to 
be  infamous,  if  they  can  continue  to  be  rich,  and  value  themfelves 
on  their  adherence  to  th^ir  mafter,  while  they  are  confpiring  to  ruin 
their  country. 

.  The  nation,  my  Lords,  in  the  mean  time,  juftly  applies  for  redrels 
to  the  power  of  the  legiflature,  and  to  its  wifdom  for  methods  of  pro- 
curing it  by  law.  The  Commons  have  complied  with  their  impor- 
tunities, and  propofe  to  your  Lordihips  the  bill  before  you,  a  bill  for 
making  a  public  enquiry  poffible,  and  for  bringing  a  minifter  within 
reach  of  the  law. 

On  this  occafion,  my  Lords,  we  are  upbraided  with  our  own  de- 
clarations, that  the  perfon  mentioned  in  this  bill  would  quickly  find 
accufers,  when  he  (hould  be  divefted  of  his  authority.  Behold  him 
now,  fay  his  advocates,  reduced  from  his  enyied  eminence,  and 
placed  on  a  level  with  his  fellow- fubje^ !  behold  him  no  longer  the 
diftributer  of  emplpym^ntSi  or  the  difburfer  of  the  public  trc4furc ;  fct 
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bimdivefted  of  all  fccurity,  but  that  of  innocence^  and  yet  no.ac- 
cofations  are  produced !  .  - 

This,  my  Lords,  is  a  topic  fo  fruit/ul  of  panegyric,  and  fohappiljT 
adapted  to  the  imagination  of  a  perfon  long  ufed  to  celebrate  the 
wifdom  and  integrity  of  minifters,  that,  were  not  the  prefent  queftion 
of  too  great  importencc  to  admit  of  falfe  conceffions,  1  (houid  fuffcr 
it  to  remain  without  controverfy. 

But,  my  Lords,  this  is  no  time  for  criminal  indulgence,  and  there- 
fore I  ftall  annihilate  this  fhort-lived  triumph  by  obferving,  that  to 
be  out  of  place,  is  not  ncceflarily  to  be  out  of  power ;  a  minifter  may 
retain  his  influence,  who  has  refigned  his  employment ;  he  may  (till 
retain  the  favour  of  his  Prince,  and  pofiefs  him  with  a  falfe  opinion^ 
that  he  can  only  fecure  his  authority  by  protecting  him ;  or,  what 
there  is  equal  reafon  to  fufped>  his  fucceiTors  may  be  afraid  of  con- 
curring in  a  law  which  may  hereafter  be  revived  againft  themfelves* 

It  may  be  urged  farther^  my  Lords,  that  he  cannot  with  great  pro- 
priety be  laid  to  have  no  power,  who  fees  the  legiflature  crowded 
with  men  that  are  indebted  to  his  favour  for  their  rank  and  their . 
fortunes. 

^uch  a  man  may  bid  defiance  to  enquiry^  with  confidence  produced 
by  Jecority  very  different  from  that  of  innocence ;  he  may  depend 
upon  the  fecrecy  of  thofe  whom  he  has  perhaps  chofen  for  no  other 
virtue;  he  may  know  that  commoAsdanger  will  unite  them  to  him, 
and  that  they  cannot  abandon  him  without  expofing  themfclves  to  the. 
£une  cenfures^ 

Thefe  fecurities,  my  Lords,  the  fortifications  of  the  lafl  retreat  of 
wickednefi,  remain  now  to  be  broken,  and  the  nation  expedb  its  fete 
froip  our  determinations,  which  will  either  fecure  the  liberties  of  our 
pofterity  from  violation,  by  {hewing  that  no  degree  of  power  can 
(belter  thofe  who  fhall  invade  them,  or  that  our  conditution  is- ar- 
rived at  this  period,  and  that  all  flruggles  for  its  continuance  will  be 
win. 

Let  us  not,  my  Lords,  combine  with  the  public  enemies,  let  us 

not  give  the  nation  reafon  to  believe  that  this  Hovife  is  infe£ted  with 

^contagion  of  venality,  that  our  honour  is  become  an  empty  name, 

and  that  the  examples  of  our  anceflors  have  no  other  efFed  upon  us 

than  to  raife  the  price  of  perfidy,  and  enable  us  to  fell  our  country  at 

*  "higher  rate, 

Let 


V- 


Let  us  rtmtmh^,  my  Lords,  Aat  power  Is  ftipjk>rted  by  opSmor^ 
and  that  the  reverence  of  the  public,  cannot  be  prcferveJd  biit  by  rigid 
juftice  and  t&ivt  beneficence. 

Foi-  this  renibrk,  I  atn  far  from  granting  that  we  ought  to  bt 
cautious  of  charging  thofe  with  crimes  who  have  the  honour  of  a  feat 
amongft  us*  In  my  opinion,  my  Lords,  we  ought  to  be  watchful 
againfl  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  wickednefs  in  our  own  body,  we  ought 
to  eje£t  pollution  from  our  walls,  and  preferve  that  power  for  which 
fome  appear  fo  anxious,  by  leepiTig  our  reputation  pure  and  iiti- 
Jkainted. 

It  is  therefore  to  little  purpofe  objected,  diat  there  is  no  corpus 
ddi&i\  for  even,  though  it  weite  true,  yet  vrhile  there  is  a  corpus 
fi^icioKts^  then  enquiry  ought  to  be  made  for  our  own  honour,  nor 
can  either  law  or  reafon  be  pleaded  againft  it. 

I  cannot  therefore  doubt,  that  your  Lordfhips  wiU  endeavour  t6 
do  juftice ;  that  you  will  fitcilitate  the  produdion  of  oral  evidence,  left 
all  written  proofs  fhould  be  deflroyed  $  that  you  will  not  defpife  the 
united  petition  of  the;  ttrhole  people,  of  which  I  dread  the  confe- 
quence ;  nor  reje£l:  the  only  expedient  by  which  their  fears  may  be 
diffipated,  and  tbeir  happinefs  fecured. 

Lord  Hardwicke  fpoke  next  in  the  following  manner :— My 
Lords,  after  having,  with  an  intention  uninterrupted  by  any  foreign 
confiderations,  and  a  mind  intent  only  on  the  difcovery  of  truth, 
examined  every  argument  which  has  been  urged  on  either  fide,  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  declare,  that  I  have  yet  difcovered  no  rcaibn 
which,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  prevail  upon  us  to  ratify  the  bill  that  is 
now  before  us. 

The  noble  Lords  who  have  defended  it,  appear  to  reafbrt  more 
upon  maxims  of  pol'rcy,  than  rules  of  law,  or  principles  of  juftice; 
and  fcem  to  imagine,  that  if  they  can  prove  it  to  be  expedieni,  it  if 
notneceflary  to  (hew  that  it  is  equitable* 

How  far,  my  Lords,  they  have  fucceedcd  in  that  argument  which 
tfcey  have  moft  laboured,  1  think  it  not  ncceflary  to  examine,  bccaufe 
I  have  hiAerto  accounted  it  an  incontcftaWc  maxim,  that  whenever 
lAtereft  and  virtue  arc  in  competition,  virtue  is  always  to  be  preferred^ 

The  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  firft  in  this  debate  has  proved  th^  un- 
.reafonablciicfs  and  illegality  of  the  methods  propofcd  in  this  bill,  be* 
yond  the  poi&bility  of  coiifutation  j  he  has  fhcwa  that  ihey  are  in-* 

confident 
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coiififent  with  the  ]aw»  and  that  the  law  is  founded  up^  behas 

proved,  that  the  bill  Aippofes  a  criminal  pfevioHS  to  the  criac^  foow. 
nans  the  man  to  a  trial,  and  theo  enquins  fiw  what  ofieece. 

Nor  has  be,  my  Lords,  confined  hiaiictf  to  a  dete&ton  of  the  orU 
gioal  defieft,  the  uncertainty  of  any  arime  xommittod,  but  has  pro- 
ceeded to  prove,  that  upon  whatever  fuppofition  we  proceed,  the  hill 
19  ttoaquitable,  and  of  no  other  tendency  than  to  multiply  grievanoe•^ 
and  efiablifli  a  precedent  of  oppreffion« 

For  this  purpofc  he  has  (hew%  that  no  evidence  can  be  procured 
by  ^s  bill,  becaufe  all  thofe  who  (hall,  upon  the  encouragement 
propofed  in  it,  ofier  information,  muft  be  confidered  as  hired-  wit- 
nelfes,  to  whom  no  credit  can  be  given,  and  who  therefore  ought 
n^t  to  be  heard. 

His  Lordfhip  alfi>  proved,  that  we  cannot  pa&  this  bill  without 
diniiufliing  our  right,  beftowing  new  powers  upon  the  ComknonSf 
confifoung  fome  of  their  claims  which  are  moft  dubious,  nor,  by 
confequence,  without  violating  the  conftitution^ 

To  all  theft  arguments,  arguments  drawn  from  the  moft  impor- 
tant confiderations,  enforced  by  the  ftrongeft  reafoning,  and  ex- 
plained with  the  utmoft  perfpicuity,  what  has  been  replied  ?  How 
hav^  any  of  his  afiertions  been  invalidated,  or  any  of  his  reafona 
diid^  I  How  has  it  been  fliewn  that  there  is  any  foundation  for  a 
criminal  charge,  that  witnefles  thus  procured  ought  to  be  heard,  or 
diat  our  rights  would  not  be  made  difputable  by  confirming  the  pra-^ 
ctsAogs  of  tbe  Commons  ? 

It  has  been  anfwered  by  a  noble  Lord,  that  though  there  is  not 
Corpus  DelUiiy  there  is  Corpus  Sufpicionis.  What  may  be  the  force 
of  diis  argument  I  cannot  fay,  becaufe  I  am  not  aibamed  to  own* 
dati  do  not  undcrftand  the  mitaning  of  the  words.  I  very  well  nn- 
derftand  what  is  meant  by  Corpus  Deliffij  and  fo  does  every  o^her 
lord ;  it  is  univerially  known  to  mean  the  bodj  of  an  ojfirue ;  but  a» 
t*  the  words  G^rpus  Sujpicionis^  I  do  not  comprehend  what  they 
meaat  it  ia  aa  expreflfen  indeed  which  I  never  before  heard,  and 
can  fignify,  in  my  apfyrebenfion,  nothing  more  than  tbe  hoif  of  € 
fixidow^  the  fubftance  of  fomething  which  is  itfelf  nothing. 

Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  pinciple  of  this  bill,  by  the  confeffion  of 
its  warmcft  and  ableijb  advocates  3  it  is  a  bill  for  fumntoning  zMihn 
to  %  trial,  againft  whom  no  orime  is  alledged,  and  againft  whom  no 
^taeft  viB  appear  t«^ithous  a  bribe. 

For 
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For  Alt  dioTc  who  ihould  appear  in  confequence  of  this  bill  to 
ofier  their  evidence,  ought  to  be  coniidered  as  bribed,  will  furcly 
need  no  proof  to  thofe  who  confider,  that  bribes  are  not  confined  to 
money,  and  that  every  man  who  promotes  his  own  intereft  by  his 
depofition,  is  fwearing,  not  for  truth  and  juftice,  but  for  himfelf. 

It  may  be  urgcd^  and  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  aU  that  the  moft  fruitful 
imagination  can  fuggeft  in  favour  of  this  bill,  that  they  are  not  re- 
quired to  accufe  the  Earl  of  Orford,  but  to  give  in  jtheir  evidence 
concerning  his  conduct,  whether  in  his  favour,  or  againft  him. 

But  this  argument,  my  Lords,  however  fpecious  it  may  feem, 
will  vani(h  of  itfelf,  if  the  bill  be  diligently  confidcred,  which  is  only 
to  confer  indemnity  on  thofe,  who  in  the  courfe  of  their  evidence 
(hall  difcovcr  any  of  their  own  crimes ;  on  thofe  whofe  teftimony 
fhall  tend  to  fix  fome  charge  of  wickcdnefs  on  the  Earl  of  Orford  ; 
for  it  cannot  eafily  be  imagined  how  thofe  who  appear  in  his  fa- 
vour, fliould  be  under  a  neceffity  of  revealing  any  anions  that  require 
an  indemnity. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  it  appears  that  the  bill  can  produce  no  othier 
effect  than  that  of  multiplying  accufations,  fince  it  offers  rewards* 
only  to  thofe  who  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  engaged  in  unjuftifiable 
pra£tices,  and  to  procure  witnefTes  by  this  method,  is  equally  unjuft 
as  to  propofe  a  public  prize  to  be  obtained  by  fwearing  againft  any  of 
your  LordOiips* 

If  witnefles  are  to  be  purchafcd.  Wis  ought  at  leaft  to  ofier  an  equal 
price  on  each  fide,  that  though  they  may  be  induced  by  the  reward 
to  offer  their  depofitions,  they  may  not  be  tempted  to  accufe  rather 
than  to  juftify. 

Should  any  private  man,  my  Lords,  offer  a  reward  to  any  that 
would  give  evidence  againft  another,  without  fpecifying  the  crime  of 
which  he  is  accufed,  doubtlefs  he  would  be  confidered  by  the  laws  of 
this  nation,  as  a  violator  of  the  rights  of  fociety,  an  open  flandercr» 
and  a  difturber  of  mankind ;  and  would  immediately,  by  an  indi&- 
ment  or  information,  be  obliged  to  make  fatis&Sion  to  the  com- 
munity which  he  had  offended,  or  to  the  perfon  whom  he  bad 
injured. 

It  has,  my  Lords,  I  own,  been  afierted  by  the  noble  Duke,  that 
the  public  has  a  right  to  every  man's  evidence,  a  maxim  which  in 
its  proper  fenfe  cannot  be  denied.  For  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  that 
the  public  has  a  right  to  all  the  aiEftance  of  every  individual  i  but  it 

is> 
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is,  my  Lords,  upon  fuch  terms  as  have  been  eftabtifliedl  for  the  gene- 
ral advantage  of  all ;  on  fuch  terms  as  the  majority  of  each  fociefy 
has  prefcribed.  But,  my  Lords,  die  majority  of  a  fociety,  vvhich  is 
the  true  definition  of  the  public^,  are  equally  obliged  with  the  fmallcr 
number,  or  with  individuals,  to  the  obfervation  of  jufttce,  and  can- 
not therefore  prefcribe  to  different  individuals  different  conditions* 
They  cannot  decree  that  treatment  to  be  j oft  with  regard  to  one 
which  they  allow  to  be  cruel  with  rcfpcA  to  another.  The  claims  of 
die  public  are  founded,  firft  upon  right,  which  is  invariable ;  and 
next  upon  the  law,  which  though  mutable  in  its  own  nature^  is  bow- 
ever  to  be  ib  far  fixed,  as  that  every  man  may  know  his  own  condi- 
tion, his  own  property^  and  his  own  privileges,  or  it  ceafes  in  tffcA 
(0  be  law,  it  ceafes  to  be  the  rule  of  government,  or  the  meafure  of, 
condud. 

In  die  prefent  cafe,  my  Lords,  the  public  has  not  a  right  to  hire 
evidence,  becaufe  the  public  has  hitherto  fubiifted  upon  this  condi- . 
tion,  among  others,  that  no  man  fhall  fwear  in  his  own  caufe.  The 
pubKc  has  not  a  right  to  require  from  any  man  that  he  Ihould  betray 
himfelf,  becaufe  every  man  may  plead  that  he  is  exempted  from  that 
demand  by  the  public  faidi. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  the  right  of  the  public  is  only  that  right  which 
Ae  public  has  eftabliihed  by  law,  and  confirmed  by  cominud  ckums  $ 
nor  is  the  elaim  of  the  public  ^pm  individuals  to  be  extended  beyond 
its  known>  bounds,  except  in  times  of  general  diftrefs,  where  a  few 
ihttil  neceflarily  fuffer  for  the  prefervation  of  the  reft. 

This  neceffity  is  indeed  now  urged,  but  furely  it  Ought  to  be 
fiiewn, .  that  the  prefent  circumftances  of  affairs  differ  firom  thofe  of 
•ny  former  age,  before  it  can  with  any  propriety  be  aflerted,  that 
meafiirea  are  now  neceffary,  which  no  other  diftreffes,  however  ur- 
gent, or  provocations,  however  flagrant,  have  hitherto  produced. 
It  ought  to  be  proved,  that  wickednefs  had  difcovered  fome  new 
Ihelter  firom  juftice,  before  new  engines  are  invented  to  force  it  frMn 
its  retreat,  and  new  powers  applied  to  drag  it  out  to  punilhment. 

The  nation  has  fubfifted,  my  Lords,  fo  many  centuries,  Kas  often 
recovered  firom  the  lingering  difeafe  of  inward  corruption,  and  re- 
peDed  the  fliocks  of  outward  violence ;  it  has  often  been  endangered 
hy  corrupt  counfels,  and  wicked  machinations,  and  furmounted 
them  by  the  force  of  its  eftaBliflied  biws,  without  the  affiftance  of 
temporary  expedieats  i  at  Icaft  without  expedientt  like  tbis^  whtdi 
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neither  law  nor  juftice  can  fupport,  and  which  would  in  itfetf  be 
a  more  atrocious  grievance  than  thofe,  if  they  were  real,  which  is 
intended  to  punifh,  and  might  produce  far  greater  evils  than  thole 
which  are  imputed  to  him,  againft  whom  it  is  proje£ted. 

It  has  indeed,  my  Lords,  been  mentioned  by  a  noble  Lord,  ia 
much  fofter  language,  as  a  method  only  of  making  an  enquiry  pof- 
fible.  The  poffibility  of  an  enquiry,  my  Lords,  is  a  very  remote 
and  inofFenfive  idea ;  but  names  will  not  change  the  nature  of  the 
things  to  which  they  are  applied.  The  bill  is,  in  my  opinion,  cal- 
culated ^o  make  a  defence  impoffible,  to  deprive  innocence  of  its 
guard,  and  to  let  loofe  oppreffion  and  perjury  upon  the  world.  It  is 
a  bill  to  dazzle  the  v^ckcd  with- a  profpeft  of  fecurity,  and  to  incite 
them  to  purchafe  an  indemnity  for  one  crime,  by  the  perpetration  of 
another.  It  is  a  bill  to  confound  the  notions  of  right  and  wrong,  to 
violate  the  eflence  of  our  conftitution,  and  to  leave  us  without  any 

r 

certain  fecurity  for  our  properties,  or  rule  for  our  addons. 

Nor  are  the  particular  parts  lefs  defefiive  than  the  general  foun- 
dation ;  for  it  is  full  of  ambiguous  promifes,  vague  ideas,  and  inde- 
terminate expreffions,  of  which  fome  have  been  already  particularized 
by  the  noble  Lords  that  have  fpoken  on  this  occafion,  whofe  obfer- 
vations  I  (hail  not  repeat,  nor  endeavour  to  improve;  but  cannot 
forbear  propofing  to  the  advocates  for  the  bill  one  fentence,  that  it 
may  be  explained  by  them,  and  that^t  leaft  we  may  not  pafs  what 
we  do  not  underftand. 

In  the  enquiry  into  the  condu<9:  of  the  Earl  of  Orford,  every  man, 
as  we  have  already  feen,  is  invited  to  bring  his  evidence,  and  to 
procure  an  indemnity,  by  anfwering  fuch  queftions  as  fhall  be  afked, 
touching  or  concerning  the  faid  enquiry^  or  relative  thereto.  What  is 
to  be  undecftood  by  this  lafl  fentence,  I  would  willingly  be  informed ; 
I  would  hear  hoW  iar  die  relation  to  the  enquiry  is  defigned  to  be 
extended,  with  what  other  enquiries  it  is  to  be  complicated,  and 
where  the  chain  of  interrogatories  is  to  have  an  end. 

When  an  evidence  appears  before  the  committee,  how  can  he  be 
certain  that  the  queftions  aflced  arc  relative  to  the  enquiry  ?  How  can 
be  be  cer^in  that  they  are  fuch  as  he  may  procure  an  indemnity  by 
refolving  ?  Or  whether  they  are  not  unconneScd  with  the  principad 
queftion,  and  therefore  iniidious  and  dangerous  ?  And  to  what  power 
muft  he  appeal,  if  he  fhould  be  profecuted  afterwards  upon  his  own 
confcflion,  on  pretence  that  it  was  not  relative  to  the  enquiry  f 

.   Exprcfions 
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•  Expreffions  Hire  thefe,  my  Lords,  if  they  are  not  the  eflFeds  of 
malicious  hurry,  and  negh'gent  animofity,  muft  be  intended  to  veil 
the  committee  with  abfolute  authority,  with  the  award  of  life  and 
death,  by  leaving  to  them  the  liberty  to  explain  the  ftatute  at  their 
own  pleafure,  to  contra£l  or  enlarge  the  relation  to  the  controverfy, 
to  enquire  without  bounds,  and  judge  without  controul. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  I  have  Jaid  before  you  my  opinion  of  this  bilj 
without  any  partial  regard,  without  exaggerating  the  ill  confequenccs 
that  may  be  feared  from  it,  or  endeavouring  to  elude  any  reafoning 
by  which  it  has  been  defended.  I  have  endeavoured  to  purfue  the 
a^uments  of  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  firft,  and  to  (hew  that  it  is 
founded  upon  falfe  notions  of  criminal  juftice,  that  it  propofes  irra- 
tional and  illegal  methods  of  trial,  that  it  will  produce  confequenccs 
iatal  to  our  conftitution,  and  eftablifh  a  precedent  of  oppreiHon. 

I  have  endeavoured,  in  examining  the  arguments  by  which  the 
bill  has  been  defended,  to  fliew  that  the  rights  of  the  public  are  af- 
certained,  and  that  the  power  of  the  majority  is  to  be  limited  by 
moral  confiderations  ;  and  to  prove,  in  difcufiing  its  particular  parts^ 
that  it  is  inaccurate,  indeterminate,  and  unintelligible. 

What  efFc£ts  my  enquiry  may  have  had  upon  your  Lordihips^ 
yourfelves  only  can  tell ;  for  my  part,  the  neceffity  of  dwelling  fo 
long  upon  the  queftlon,  has  added  new  ftrength  to  my  convISibn } 
and  fo  clearly  do  I  now  fee  the  danger  and  injuftice  of  a  law  like 
this,  that  though  I'do  not  imagine  myfelf  indued  with  any  peculiar 
degree  of  heroifm,  I  believe,  that  if  I  were  condemned  to  a  choice  fo 
difagreeable,  I  fiiould  more  willingly  fuiFer  by  fuch  a  bill  pafled  in 
my  own  cafej  than  content  to  pafs  it  in  that  of  another. 

The  Duke  of  Argyle  replied  to  the  following  effect: — My 
Lords,  I  am  not  yet  able  to  difcover  that  the  bill  now  before  us  is 
cither  illegal  or  abfurd,  that  its  interpretation  is  doubtful,  or  its  pro* 
bable  confequences  dangerous. 

The  indifputable  maxim,  that  the  public  has  a  right  to  every  marfs 
evidencey  has  been  explained  away  with  much  labour,  and  with  more 
art  than  a  good  caufe  can  often  require.  We  have  been  told  of  pub- 
lic contra£b,  of  the  Hghts  of  fociety  with  regard  to  individuals,  and 
^e  privileges  of  individuals  with  refpe£i  to  fociety ;  we  have  had 
pne  term  oppofed  to  another,  only  to  amufe  our  attention ;  and  law, 
rcafon,  and  fophiilry  have  been  mingled,  till  common  fenfe  was  loft 
in  the  confufion. 
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Buff  my  Lords,  it  is  eafy  to  difentangle  all  diis  perplexitj  of  idetSy 
and  to  fet  truth  free  from  the  (hackles  of  fophiftry,  by  obferving  that 
it  iS|  lit  all  civilized  nations  of  the  worlds  one  of  the  firft  principles  of 
the  conftitution^  that  the  public  has  a  right,  always  refer ved,  of 
having  recourfe  to  extraordinary  mediods  of  proceeding,  when  the 
happinefs  of  the  community  appears  not  fufficiently  fecured  by  the 
known  laws.  ^ 

Laws  may,  by  thofe  who  have  made  the  ftudy  and  explanation  of 
them  the  employment  of  their  lives,  be  efteemed  as  the  great  ftandard 
of  right ;  they  may  be  habitually  reverenced,  and  confidered  as  (acredl 
in  their  own  nature,  without  regard  to  the  end  with  which  they  are 
defigned  to  produce. 

But  others,  my  Lords,  whofe  minds  operate  without  any  impedi- 
ment from  education,  wtU  eafily  difcover,  that  laws  are  to  be  re-^ 
garded  only  for  their  ufe ;  that  the  power  which  made  them  only  for 
the  public  advantage,  ought  to  alter  or  annul  them,  when  they  arei 
no  longer  ferviceable,  or  when  they  obftrud  thofe  effefis  which  they 
were  intended  to  promote. 

I  will  therefore,  my  Lords,  ftill  aflert,  that  the  publU  has  a  right  U 
every  marCs  evidence ;  and  that  to  rejeA  any  bill  which  can  have  no 
other  confequence  than  that  of  enabling  the  nation  to  aflert  its 
claim,  to  reconcile  one  principle  of  law  with  another,  and  to  de« 
ptive  villainy  of  an  evafion  which  may  always  be  ufed,  is  to  deny 
juftice  to  an  0fpttSkd  people,  and  to  concur  in^  the  ruin  of  our 
country* 

And  farther^  my  Lords,  I  confidently  affirm  it  has  not  been  proved, 
that  this  bill  can  endanger  any  but  the  guilty }  nor  has  it  been  fiiewa 
that  it  is  drawn  up  for  any  other  purpofe  than  that  which  the  noble 
Lord  mentioned,  of  hindering  an  enquiry  /rem  being  imp^JpUe ;  it 
may  therefore  juilly  be  required  from  thofe  who  afFed,  on  this  occa«> 
fion,  fo  much  tendernefs  for  liberty,  fo  many  fufpicions  of  remoue 
defigns,  and  fo  much  zeal  for  our  conftitution,  to  demonftrate,  thar 
either  an  enquiry  may  be  carried  on  by  other  means,  or  diat  an  en^ 
quiry  is  itfelf  fuperfiuous  or  improper. 

Though  none  of  thofe  who  have  fpoken  againft  the  bill  have  been 

willing  to  expofe  themfelves  to  univerfal  indignation,  by  dedarinff 

_^  that  they  would  gladly  obftru<5l:  the  progrefs  of  the  enquiry  ;  that 

they  deiigned  to  throw  a  mift  over  the  public  afiuirs,  and  to  conceal 

from  the  people  the  caufes  of  their  miferyj  and  though  I  have  no 

right 
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jig^t  to  charge  thofe  who  iHkr  from  me  in  opinion  with  intentions, 
which,  a$  they  do  not  avow  them,  cannot  be  proved ;  this  however  I 
will  not  fear  to  affirm,  that  thofe  who  are  for  reje£ting  this  method 
tf  enquiry,  would  confuit  their  honour  by  propofing  fome  other 
equally  efficacious }  left  it  (hould  be  thought  by  fuch  as  have  not  any 
opportunities  of  knowing  their  fuperiority  to  temptations,  that  they 
art  inlueticed  by  fome  motives  which  they  are  not  willing  to  own, 
and  that  they  are,  in  fecrct,  enemies  to  the  enquiry,  though  in  pub- 
lic they  only  condemn  the  method  of  purfuing  it. 

The  Ouice  of  Newcastle  next  rofe,  and  fpoke  jto  this  efFeft  :— 
My  Lords,  the  arguments  which  have  been  produced  in  defence  of 
Ab  bin  before  us,  however  thofe  who  offer  them  may  be  influenced 
by  them,  have  made,  hitherto,  very  little  impreffion  upon  me ;  my 
fipiflionof  die  impropriety  and  illegality  of  this  new  method  of  pro- 
bation, ftill  continues  the  fame;  nor  can  it  be  exposed  that  I 
Ihould  alter  it,  tiH  thofe  reafons  have  been  anfwered  which  have  been 

_  « 

^fercd  by  the  noMe  Lord  who  fpoke  firft  in  the  debate. 

The  advocates  for  the  bill  feem  indeed  confcious  of  the  infufficiency 
at  their  arguments,  and  have  therefore  added  motives  of  another 
kind}  diej  have  informed  us,  that  our  power  fubfifts  upon  our  repu- 
iadon,  and  that  our  reputation  can  only  be  preferved  by  concurring 
in  the  meafiires  recommended  by  the  Commons ;  they  have  infinuated 
to  uf,  that  he  who  obftrndh  this  bill,  will  be  thought  defirous  to 
obftruft  die  enquiry,  to  confpire  the  ruin  of  his  country,  and  to  a£l 
in  confederacy  with  public  robbers. 

But,  my  Lords,  whether  the  nation  is  really  exaipera(ed  to  fuch  a 
degree  as  is  reprefented,  whether  it  is  the  general  opinion  of  mankind 
that  the  public  afiairs  have  been  unfaithfully  adminiftered,  and  whether 
dus  bill  has  been  dictated  by  a  deHre  of  public  juftice,  or  of  private 
revenge,  I  have  ifot  thought  it  neceilary  to  enquire ;  having  long 
kamed  to  ad  in  confequence  of  my  own  coavidion,  not  of  the 
opinions  of  other$}  at  )eaft  not  of  thofe  who  determine  upon  queftions 
which  they  cannot  underftand,  and  judge  without  having  ever  ob- 
tained an  opportunity  of  examining. 

Such,  my  Lords,  muft  be  the  opinions  of  the  people  upon  queftions 
of  policy,  opinions  not  formed  by  reflexions,  but  adopted  from  thofe 
whom  they,  fometimes  with  very  litde  reafon,  imagine  nearer  Ipefta^ 
'tors  of  die  government  dian  themfelves,  and  in  whom  they  place  an 
implicit  confidence,  on  account  of  fome  cafiial  a£t  pf  popularity. 

M  3  liball 
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I  (hall  not,  therefore,  think  the  demands  of  the  people  a  rule  of 
condu£t,  nor  (hall  ever  fear  to  incur  their  refentment  in  the  profecu- 
tion  of  their  intcreft*  I  fhall. never  flatter  their  paffions  to  obtain 
their  favour,  or  gratify  their  revenge  for  fear  of  their  contempt. 
The  inconftancy,  my  Lords,  of  public  applaufe,  all  of  us  have  ob- 
fcrved,  and  many  of  us  havs  experienced ;  and  we  know  that  it  is 
very  far  from  being  always  the  reward  of  merit.  We  know  that 
the  brighteft  character  may  be  eafily  darkened  by  calumny  j  that  thofe 
who'are  labouring  for  the  welfare  of  the  public,  may  be  eafily  repre- 
fented  as  traitors  and  opprcfTors;  and  that  the  people  jnay  quickly  b^ 
perfuaded  to  join  in  the  accufation. 

That  the  people,  however  deceived,  have  a  right  to  accufe  whom- 
foever  they  fufpcdV," and  that  their  accufation  ought  to  be  hegrd,  I  do 
not  deny ;  but  furely,  my  Lords,  the  opinion  of  th^  people  is  not 
fuch  a  proof  of  guilt  as  will  juftify  a  method  of  profecutipn  never 
known  before,,  or  give  us  a  right  to  throw  down  the  barriers  of 
liberty,  and  puniih  by  power  thofe  whooi  we  cannot  convidt 
by  law.  - 

Let  any  of  your  Lordfliips  fuppofe  hitaifelf  by  fome  accident  cx- 
pofcd  to  the  temporary  malice  pf  the  populace,  let  him  imagipe  his 
enemies  inHaming  them  tp  a  demand  of  a  prof^cution,  and  th^n  pro- 
pofmg  that  he  fhould  be  deprived  of  the  common  methods  of  defence^ 
;ind  that  evidence  ihould  be  hired  againil  him,  left  the  public  ihould 
be  difappointed,  and  he  will  quickly  difcover  the  unreafonablenefs  of 
this  bill. 

.  I  fuppofe  no  man  will  deny,  that  .methods  of  profecution  intro- 
duced on  one  occafion,  may  be  practifed  on  another }  and  that  in 
the  natural  rotations  of  power,  the  fame  means  may  be  ufed  for  very 
different  ends.  Nothing  is  more  probable,  my  Lords,  if  a  bill  of 
this  kind  f)iou]4  be  ever  pafied,  in  compliance  with  the  clamours  of 
the  people,  to  punifli  miniftcrs,  and  to  awe  the  court,  than  that  it 
may  in  time,  if  a  wicked  minifter  (hould  arife,  be  mkde  a  precedent 
for  m^afures  by  which  the  court  may  intimidate  the  champions  of 
the  people ;  by  which  thofe  may  be  purfued  to  deftruftion,  who  have 
been  guilty  of  no  other  crime  than  that  of  ferving  their  country  in 
a  manner  which  thofe  who  arc  ignorant  of  the  circumftances  of 
^ifTairs,  happen  to  difapprove. 

The  meafures  now  propofcd,  my  Lords,  arc  therefore  to  be  r»- 
jcdlcd,  bccaufe  it  is  evident  that  they  will  ellabliflx  a  piccedent,  by 
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which  virtue  may  at  any  time  be  opprefled,  but  which  can  be  very 
feldom  neceilary  for  the  detedion  of  wickednefs  ;  iince  there  is  no 
probability  that  it  will  often  happen,  that  a  man  really  guilty  of  enor- 
mous crimes  can  fecure  himfelf  from  difcovery,  or  connect  others 
with  htm  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  cannot  impeach  him  without 
betraying  themfelves. 

But,  my  Lords,  whenever  virtue  is  to  be  periecuted,  whenever 
falfe  accufations  are  to  be  promoted,  this  method  is  inconteftably 
ufeful }  for  no  reward  can  fo  efficacioufly  prevail  upon  men  who  lan^ 
guifh  in  daily  fear  of  public  juftice,  as  a  grant  of  impunity. 

It  may  be  urged,  my  Lords,  I  own,  that  all  enquiries  into  futu- 
rity are  idle  fpeculations;  that  the  expedient  propofed  is  proper  on 
the  prefent  occaiion,  and  that  no  methods  of  juftice  are  to  be  al-p 
lowed,  if  the  poffibility  of  applying  them*  to  bad  purpofes,  is  a  (uh 
ficient  realbn  for  rejeding  them. 

But  to  this,  my  Lords;  it  may  be  anfwered  with  equal  reafon,  that 
every  proceft  of  law  is  likewife  in  fome  degre^ defective;  that  the 
complications  of  circumftances  are  variable  without  end,  and  there- 
fore cannot  be  comprifed  in  any  certain  rule ;  and  that  we  muft  have 
no  eftabliihed  method  of  juftice,  if  we  cannot  be  content  with  fuch 
as  may  poffibly  be  fometimes  eluded. 

And,  my  Lords,  it  may  be  obferved  farther,  that  fcarcely  any 
pradice  can  be  conceived,  however  generally  unreafonable  and  un- 
jvft,  which  may  not  be  fometimes  equitable  and  proper  $  and  that  if 
we  are  to  lay  afide  all  regard  to  futurity,  and  a<El  merely  with  regard 
to  the  prefent  exigence,  it  may  be  often  proper  to  violate  every  part 
of  our  conftitution.  This  Houfe  may  fometimes  have  nje£)ed  biib 
beneficial  to  the  nation ;  and  if  this  reafoning  be  allowed,  it  might 
have  been  wife  and  juft  in  the  Commons  and  the  emperor  to  have 
fafpended  our  authority  by  force,  to  have  voted  us  ufelefs  on  that 
occafion,  and  have  pafled  the  law  without  our  concurrence. 

With  regard  to  the  eftablifhment  of  criminal  profecutions,  as  well 
as  to  our  civil  rights,  we  are,  my  Lords,  to  confider  what  is  upon> 
the  whole  moft  for  the  advantage  of  the  public ;  we  are  not  to  admit 
pnidices  which  niay  be  fometimes  ufeful,  but  may  be  often  perni- 
cious, and  which  fuppofe  men  better  or  wifer  than  they  are.  We 
do  not  grant  abfolute  power  to  a  wife  and  moderate  prince,  becaufe 
his  fucceflbra  may  inherit  his  power  without  his  virtues ;  we  are  not 
to  tmft  or  allow  new  ^ictbadit  of  profegution  vpoa  an  occafion  oa 
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which  thej  may  fitcin  ufeful,  becaufe  they  may  be  employed  to  puri 
pofcs  very.  diSetent  from  thofe  for  which  they  were  introduced. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  I  have  (hewn  the  impropriety  of  the  bill  now 
before  us,  upon  the  moft  favourable  fuppofition  that  can  poflibly  be 
made ;  a  Aippofition  of  the  guilt  of  the  noble  perfon  againft  whom  it 
is  contrived.  And  furely,  my  Lords,  what  cannot  even  in  that  cafo 
be  approved,  muft,  if  we  fuppofe  him  innocent,  be  detefted. 

That  be  is  really  innocent,  my  Lords,  that  he  is  only  blackened 
by  talumny,  and  purfued  by  refentment,  cannot  be  more  ftrongly 
proved  than  by  the  necefSty  to  which  his  enemies  are  reduced,  of  ufing^ 
expedients  never  heard  of  in  this  nation  before,  to  procure  aocufations 
againft  him ;  expedients  which  they  cannot  ihew  to  have  been  at 
any  time  neceilary  for  the  puniihment  of  a  man  really  wielded,  and 
which,  by  bringing  guilt  and  innocence  into  the  (ame  danger,  leave 
us  at  liberty  to  imagine,  that  he  is  clear  from  the  crimes  imputed  to 
bioi,  even  in  the  opinion  of  thofd  who  purfue  him  with  the  fierceft 
lefentment,  and  the  loudeft  clamours. 

It  m^y  well  be  imagined,  my  Lords,  that  thofe  whom  he  has  fi^ 
l^ng  defjBated  by  bis  abilities,  fee  themselves  now  baflkd  by  his  imuH 
cenoe ;  and  that  they  only  now  perfecute  his  character,  to  hide  thQ 
true  reafon  for  which  they  formerly  attacked  his  power. 
'  I  hope,  my  Lords,  I  ihaU  be  eafily  forgiven  for  obferving,  diat 
this  is  a  teftimony  of  uncorrupted  greatneis,  more  illuftrious  than 
any  foriAcr  minifter  has  ever  obtained ;  for  when  was  it  known,  my 
Lords*  fiat  after  a  continuance  of  power  for  twenty  years,  any  man, 
when  his  conduct  became  the  iiibjeS  of  public  examination,  was 
without  accufers  i 

I  cannot,  for  my  part,  but  congratulate  the  noble  perfon  upon  his 
triumph  over  malice,  malice  aHifted  by  fubtilty  and  experience,  by 
wealth  and  power,  which  is  at  length  obliged  to  confe&  its  impotence) 
to  call  upon  us  to  affift  it  with  new  laws,  to  enable  it  to  oSkr  a  re* 
ward  for  evidence  againft  him,  and  throw  down  the  boundaries  of 
natural  juftice,  that  he  may  be  harrafled,  oeofured  an4  oppreflbd^ 
upon  whom  it  cannot  be  proved  that  he  ever  deviated  from  the  law* 
or  employed  his  power  ibr  any  o(her  end  than  the  promotioa  of  the 
public  liappinefSt 

Had  the  oflkqrs  of  ihe  crown,  my  Lords,  when  his  influence  was 
repredeated  fo  great,  and  his  dominjon  fo  afa&)Uite,  piojeaed  any 
(vcb  meatures  for  his  defence  -,  had  they  pnipafe4  to  fiknoe  his 
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9f>poneoU  by  calling  them  to  a  trial,  and  oficred  a  ftated  price  (or 
fccuiations  agaioft  them,  how  loudly  would  they  have  been  charged 
fridi  the  moft  flagrant  violation  of  the  laws,  and  the  oioft  open  dif- 
regard  of  the  rights  of  nature ;  with  how  much  vehemence  would  it 
have  been  urged,  that  they  were  intoxicated  with  their  fucceis,  and 
that  in  the  full  fecurity  of  power  they  thought  themfelves  entidi^de* 
negled  the  great  diftindions  of  right  and  wrong,  and  determined  tf 
(mploy  the  law  for  the  completion  of  tliofe  purpofes,  in  which  juftice 
would  give  them  no  affiftance. 

I  doubt  not  that  your  Lordfliips  will  eafily  perceive,  that  this  oen<w 
(ure  is  equsdly  juft  in  either  cafe  j  that  you  will  not  allow  any  maa 
to  be  profecuted  by  methods  which  he  ought  not  to  have  ufed  in  hit 
own  caie  $  that  you  will  not  expofe  any  ihan  to  hardfliips,  from  which 
rvery  other  member  of  the  community  is  exempt ;  that  you  will  not 
fufier  any  man  to  be  tried  by  hired  evidence )  and  that  you  will  not 
condemn  him  whom  tbe  law  acquits. 

Lord  Bathurst  fpokc  next  in  fubftance  as  follows :-— My  Lords, 
The  queftion  under  our  coniideration  has  been  fo  long  and  (6  accu* 
ratdy  debated,  that  little  can  be  added  to  the  arguments  on  either  fidc^ 
tai  therefore,  though  I  think  it  neceflary  on  fo  important  an  occaftoa 
(0  make  a  fdemn  declaration  of  my  opinion,  I  fhall  endeavour  t» 
fiipport  it,  not  lb  much  by  any  arguments  of  my  own,  as  by  a  reca* 
pitulation  and  comparifon  of  thofe  which  have  been  already  heard  by 
your  LonMhips* 

It  has  not  been  denied,  that  the  punifliment  of  crimes  is  abfolutely 
IKceflary  to  the  public  fecurity ;  and.  as  it  is  evident,  that  crimet 
cannot  be  punifhed  unlefs  ihey  are  detefied,  it  muft  be  allowed,  thtt 
the  difcovery  of  wicked  meafures  ought  to  be  in  a  very  great  degree 
the  care  of  thofe  who  ace  enuufted  with  the  government  of  thf 
nation  %  nor  can  they  better  difcharge  their  truft,  than  by  defeating 
the  artifices  of  intrigue,  and  blocking  up  the  retreats  of  guilt. 

This  like^yife,  my  Lords,  is  adpiitted  with  fuch  reftridions  as  feem 
iatended  to  preclude  any  advantage  that  might  be  drawn-  from  the 
appearance  of  a  conceffion ;  for  it  is  urged,  that  guilt  is  not  to  bf 
deteded  by  any  methods  which  afe  not  juft,  and  that  no  methods  aro 
juft  iK^ich  are  not  ufual. 

The  firft  pofitipn,  my  Lords,  I  have  no  intention  to  controvert  i 
ai  it  is  not  to  violate  juftice,  bttt  to  prefer ve  it  from  violation,  diaC 

Ibis  biU  has  l^n  prcge&ed  or  defended.    But,  my  Lords,  it  is  to  be 

pbferved. 
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obfcrvcd,  that  they  who  fo  warmly  recommend  the  ftri£left  adhcrcocc 
to  jufticc,  fcem  not  fully  to  underftand  the  duty  which  they  urge. 
Todo  jufticc,  my  Lords,  is  to  a<ft  with  impaaiality,  to  banifli  from 
the  mind  all  regard  to  perfonal  motives,  and  to  coniider  every  quef- 
tion  in  its  whole  extent,  without  fuftering  the  attention  to  be  reftrained 
to  particular  circumllances,  or  the  judgment  to  be  obftrudcd  by 
partial  affedion.  » 

This  rule,  my  Lords,  (eems  not_  to  have  been  very  carefully  ob- 
fervcd  by  the  moft  vehement  advocates  for  juftice  in  the  cafe  before 
us ;  for  they  appear  not  to  be  folicitous  that  any  fhould  receive 
juftice  but  the  perfon  mentioned  in  the  bill ;  they  do  not  remember, 
that  the  public  has  cried  out  for  juftice  more  than  twenty  years,  for 
juftice  which  has  not  yet  b^n  obtained,  and  which  can  be  obtained 
only  by  the  method  now  propofed. 

It  is  neceflfary,  my  Lords,  for  thofe  who  are  fo  wratcbful  againft 
the  breach  of  juftice,  to  prove  that  any  means  can  be  unjuft  which 
have  no  other  tendency  than  the  dctedlion  of  wiclcednefe,  of  wicked* 
nefe  too  artful-  or  too  powerful  to  be  punifhed  by  the  common  rules 
of  law. 

The  introdudion  of  new  methods  of  profecution,  is  the  natural 
confequence  of  new  fchemes  of  villainy,  or  new  arts  of  evafion; 
nor  is  it  neceiTary  that  precedents  Ihould  be  produced,  when  the  wif- 
dom  of  the  legiflature  concurs  in  acknowledging  the  neceffity  of  ex- 
traordinary meafures.  Though  our  conftitution  is  in  the  higbeft  de- 
gree excellent,  I  never  yet  heard  that  it  was  perfed,  and  whatever  is 
not  perfect  may  be  improved.  Our  laws,  however  wife,  are  yet 
the  contrivances  of  human  policy ;  and  why  fliould  we  defpair  of 
adding  fomewhat  to  that  which  we  inherit  from  our  anceftors  f  Why 
fliouId  we  imagine,  that  they  anticipated  every  contingency,  and  left 
nothing  for  fucceeding  ages  f 

I  think,  my  Lords,  with  the  higheft  regard  both  of  our  laws  and 
diofe  by  whom  they  were  ena£ted,  but  I  look  with  no  lefs  veneration 
on  this  ilkiftrious  aflembly  ;  I  believe  your  Lordfliips  equal  to  yovr 
progenitors  in  abilities ',  and  therefore,  iince  you  cannot  but  outgo 
them  in  experience,  am  confident  that  you  may  make  improvements 
in  the  fabric  which  they  have  ered^ed ;  that  you  may  adorn  it  with 
new  beauties,  or  ftrengthen  it  with  new  fupports. 

It  cannot  at  leaft  be  denied,  that  your  Lordfliips  have  all  the  power 
of  your  anceftors ;  and  fmce  every  law  was  once  ;iew>  it  is  certain 

they 
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they  were  far  from  imaginiiig  that  then  was  always  a  neceffity  of 
enquiring  after  precedents.  If  the  argument  drawn  from  the  want 
of  precedents  be  now  of  any  force,  let  it  be  proved  that  its  force  was 
lefs  in  any  former  reign ;  and  let  it  be  confidered  how  our  govern- 
ment could  have  attiained  its  prefent  exceUence,  had  this  Houfe^  in- 
ftead  of  applying  to  every  grievance  its  proper  remedy,  been  amufed 
with  turning  over  journals,  and  looking  upon  every  new  emergence 
for  precedents,  of  which  it  is  certain  that  there  muft  have  been  a 
time  in  which  they  were  not  to  be  found. 

In  all  regulations  eftabliflied  by  the  legtflature,  it  is  fufficient  thai 
they  do  not  produce  confuflon  by  being  inconfiftent  with  former  laWS9 
that  they  unite  eafily  with  our  conftitution,  and  do  not  tend  to  the 
embarrailment  of  the  machine  of  government.  This  confideration^ 
my  Lords,  has  been  in  a  very  remarkable  manner  regarded  by  thofe 
who  drew  up  the  bill  before  us ;  a  bill  of  which  the  noble  Duke  has 
proved,  that  it  will  be  fo  far  from  perplexing  6ur  judicial  proceed- 
ings, that  it  will  reconcile  the  law  to  itfelf,  and  free  us  from  the 
neceffity  of  obeying  one  precept  by  the  negle£l  of  another. 

The  ailments  of  the  noble  Duke  are  fuch  as,  in  my  opinion,  can- 
not be  anfwered,  or  heard  impartially  without  convidion.  The 
maxims  quoted  by  him  are  each  of  them  inconteftably  true;  they  are 
on  this  occafion  incompatible,  and  this  is  the  only  method  by  which 
they  can  be  reconciled.  , 

Nor  has  he  only  fhewn  the  propriety  of  the  bill  by  irrefragable 
reafons,  but  has  proved  likewifc^  that  it  is  conliftcnt,  not  only  with 
the  conftitution  of  our  government,  but  with  the  pradice  of  our 
anceftors  -y  he  has  (hewn,  that  it  may  be  fupported  not  only  by  rea- 
ibn,  but  by  bills  of  the  fame  kind,  ena£ted  on  occailons  of  far  lefs 
importance* 

He  has  proved,  my  Lords,  all  that  the  moft  fcrupulous  enquirer 
can  wifh ;  he  has  made  it  evident,  that  the  bill  would  be  proper, 
though  it  were  unprecedented ;  he  has  produced  many  precedents  in 
fupport  of  it,  and  has  thereby  evinced,  that  the  only  prefent  queftion 
is.  Whether  it  is  juft  i  To  the  precedents  alledged  by  him  it  has 
been  objedied,  that  they  differ  in  fome  particulars.  But  when,  my 
Lords,  did  any  two  a£Uons,  however  common,  agree  in  every  cir- 
cumftance  i  Relations  may  be  complicated  without  end,  and  every 
new  compliciation  produces  new  appearances,  which,  however,  are 

always 
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aiwajs  to  be  diireganled  *wliik  tfae  coniHtuent  principles  rcmaia 
unvaried* 

if  we  confider  the  difficulties  in  which  die  opponents  of  the  bUl 
have  involved  themfelves,  it  will  not  be  eafy  to  think  well  of  a  caufe, 
which  gives  birth  to  (uch  wild  aflertions,.  and  extravagant  opinioits. 
They  have  iirft,  by  requiring  precedents,  determined,  that  our  con- 
fUtution  muft  be  henceforward  for  ever  at  a  ftand ;  and  then,  by 
Iteclaring  that  no  precedents  ate  of  any  weight,  in  which  every 
circumftance  is  not  parallel  to  the  cafe  in  debate,  have  debarred  us 
from  the  repetition  of  any  occafional  law;  they  have  declared^ 
{ilmoft  in  plain  terms,  themfelves  ufelefe,  and  deftroyed  that  autho* 
rity  at  once,  which  they  feem  fo  much  afraid  of  conununicating  Co 
|fae  Commons. 

But  by  none  of  their  arts  of  fubtle  diftindion,  my  Lords,  ham 
they  been  able  to  evade  the  argument  which  arifes  from  die  eon* 
formity  of  this  bill  to  the  common  pradice  of  our  courts  $  aa  argu- 
ment which  has  produced  no  Dther  anftver  than  loud  declamationa  j 
againft  the  indecency  of  comparing  widi  pickpockets  and  highway-* 
men,  a  noble  perfon,  a  minifter  of  acknowledged  merit,,  long  graced 
with  the  fovour  of  his  Sovereign,  and  long  invefted  with  die  htgheft 
truft. 

1,  my  Lords,  am  very  far  from  pleaAng  mytif  with  licentious  or 
indecent  language ;  I  am  far  from  envying  any  man  that  ^xaltado^ 
which  he  cbtains  either  by  good  or  by  bad  a&ions ',  and  have  no  in-> 
clindtion  of  levelling  the  perfon,  whofe  conduft  I  d^Cite  to  fee  exa- 
mined, with  the  profligate  or  infomous.  Yet  I  cannot  forbear  to 
obferve,  that  high  rank  is  an  aggravation  of  villainy ;  that  to  have 
enjoyed  the  favour  of  his  Sovereign,  is  no  defence  of  him  diat  has 
abufed  it ;  and  that  high  truft  is  an  honour  only  to  that  man,  wfao^ 
when  he  lays  down  his  office,  dares  ftand  an  enquiry. 

Had  there  been  no  precedent  in  our  judicial  proceedings,  my  Lords, 
which  bore  any  refemUance  to  this  bill,  there  would  not  from  dience 
have  arifen  any  juft  objection.  Common  proceedings  are  eftaUtflied 
for  common  occasions  i  and  it  feems  to  have  been  the  principle  of 
our  anceftors,  that  it  is  better  to  give  ten  guilty  peribns  an  oppor^ 
tunity  of  efcaping  juftice,  than  to  punifli  one  innocent  pedbn  by  an 
unjuft  fentence.  A  principle  which,  perhaps,  might  not  be  erroneous 
in  common  cafes,  in  which  onl|r  one  indifidual  was  ii^urcd  by  ano* 

5  ^i 
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thei)  or  when  the  trial  was  by  the  Uv  c<mipitted  v^0  common  jur^ 
vfto  mi^  eafily  be  mifleci* 

Thej  might  likewife  imagine^  my  Lords,  that  a  criminal,  encou« 
^agffd  by  a  fortunate  efeape  to  a  rqietition  of  his  guilt,  would  un-^ 
doubtedly  fome  time  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  law,  though  not  ex« 
tended  on  purpofe  to  feiace  him ;  and  therefore  they  conftituted  their 
proceedings  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  innocence  might  at  leaft  not  b< 
aitrapped,  though  guilt  fhould  (bmetiinea  gain  a  reprieve.^ 

Bttt  in  die  prefent  cafe,  my  Lords,  erery  circumftaoce  requires  a 
diferent  ciondudbp  By  the  crimes  which  this  bill  is  intended  to  de-- 
tcd^  not  fingle  perfons,  or  private  families,  but  ^hole  nations,  and 
til  orders  of  men  have  long  been  injured  and  opprefled,  and  oppreflfed 
wicb  fiich  fuccels,  that  the  criminal  Has  no  temptation  to  renew  his 
pradicet ;  nor  is  there  any  dai^er  of  an  erroneous  fentence,  becaufit 
cbe  trial  will  be  heard  by  this  Houfe,  by  perfons  whofe  integrity  fets 
them  above  corruption,  and  whofe  wifdom  will  not  be  deceived  by 
fidfe  appearances*       *  « 

This  confuleration,  my  Lords,  afi>rd(  an  unanfwerabk  reply,  to 
ihofe  who  reprefent  the  bill  as  ill-concerted,  becaufe  the  evidence  to 
be  procured  by  it,  is  the  teftimoivy  of  men,  partners,  by  their  own 
tonfefion,  in  the  crimes  which  they  reveal. 

Every  court,  my  Lords,  examinea  the  credibility  of  a  witnefe; 
and  the  known  corruption  of  diefe  men  may  be  properly  pleaded  at 
the  trial,  where  yoiur  Lordihips  will  balance  every  circumftance  with 
your  known  impartiality,  and  examine  how  far  every  aflertion  is 
bvaKdated  by  the  chara£br  of  the  witnefs,  and  how  ht  it  is  con- 
firmed by  a  corroboratory  concurrence  of  known  events,  or  fapporo- 
ed  by  other  teftimonies  not  liable  to  the  fame  exception. 

Thus,  jny  Lords,  it  may  be  obferved  how  quickly  the  clouds  are 
diiperfed  with  which  intereft  or  perverfenefs  have  endeavoured  to 
oUcure  the  tmdi,  and  how  eafily  die  ftroi^ft  obje£&ons  which  the 
greateft  abilities  could  raife  againft  this  bill  are  confuted,  or  how  apt* 
parendy,  when  they  are  clofely  examixted,  they  confute  themfelves. 

One  of  the  objections  that  require  no  anfwer  is,  that  which  has 
been  raifed  with  regard  to  the  extent  of  the  indemnity  offered  in  the 
bSi,  nrfiich,  in  the  opinion  of  thofe  that  oppofed  it,  ought  to  be  rCH 
ftrained  to  particular  perfons.  But  that  it  is  chiefly,  if  not  folely, 
intended  to  be  applied  to  thofe  who  have  refiifed  to  anfwer  the  quei^ 
tions  of  the  committee,  I  believe  every  Lord  in  this  Houfe  is  fully 

convinced  ; 
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convinced ;  it  iras,  however^  neceflary  to  dntw  it  up  in  general 
terms,  left  other  artifices  might  have  been  employed,  and  left,  by 
pointing  out  pirticular  perfens,  opportunity  might  have  been  given 
to  deprive  the  public  of  their  evidence,  by  prevailing  upon  them  to 
withdraw. 

The  bill  was  juftly  ftilcd,  by  a  noble  Lord,  a  bill  to  prevent  an 
inquiry  from  being  hnpojfthle.  The  difficulty  of  enquiries  for  the 
public  is  well  known;  and  the  difficulty  arifes  chiefly  from  the 
inability  of  the  people  to  reward  their  advocates,  or  their  evidence. 
The  ftate  of  the  court,  my  Lords,  is  very  diiFerent  \  the  crown  can- 
not only  pardon,  but  advance  thofe  that  have  on  any  occafion  pro* 
moted  its  intereft  \  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  too  much  power  to  be 
for  once  granted  to  the  people,  if  they  are  empowered  to  throw  a 
iimple  indemnification  int»  the  balance,  and  try  whether  with  the 
flight  addition  of  truth,  and  reafon,  and  juftice,  it  will  be  able  to 
weigh  down  titles,  and  wealth,  and  power* 

It  has  been  ^rged,  that  there  is  danger  left  this  bill  (hould  become 
a  precedent.  I  hope,  my  Lords,  the  fame  occafi6n  will  not  ofba 
happen;  and  whenever  it  fliall  hereafter  occur,  the  precedent  of 
j>affing  the  bill  will  be  much  kfs  dangerous  than  that  of  rejeding  it. 

I  hope  it  is  not  necefTary  to  fay  more  on  this  occafion ;  yet  I  can- 
not forbear  to  remind  fome.  Lords  of  the  fatal  confequences  which 
at  critical  conjun£lures  they  have  often  dreaded,  or  appeared  to  dre^t 
from  a  difagreement  of  this  Houfe  with  the  Commons.  At  diis 
time,  in  which  the  nation  is  engaged  in  war,  when  the  whole  conti- 
nent is  one  general  fcene  of  difcord  and  cpnfufion  $  when  the  wtfeft 
counfels,  the  firmeft  unanimity,  and  the  moft  vigorous  meafures  are 
apparently  neCefTary,  it  might  not  be  improper  to  reflect,  how  un- 
feafonably  we  fhall  irritate  the  Commons  by  rejecting  this  bill,  and 
how  juftly  we  fliall  exafperate  die  people,  by  (hewing  them  that  their 
complaints  and  remonftrances  are  of  no  weight;  that  they  muft  expefi 
die  redrefs  of  their  grievances  from  fome  other  power ;  and  that  we 
prefer  the  impunity  of  one  man  to  the  happinefs  and  fafety  of  the 
public. 

Lord  Ilay  fpoke  next  to  the  fallowing  purpofe  : — My  Lords,  As 

there  has  in  this  debate  been  very  frequent  mention  of  extraordinaiy 

cafes,   of  new  modes  of  wickednefs,  which  require  new  forms  of 

procedure,  and  new  arts  of  eluding  juftice,  which  make  new  methods 

■  of  profecution  necefTary,  I  cannot  forbear  to  lay  before  your  Lord- 

fliips 
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Ihtps  myfentimeiib  on  this  qoeftiba ;  fentiments  not  To  much  formed 
by  reflexion  as  imprefled  by  experience,  and  which  I  owe  noc  to 
any  fuperior  degree  of  penetration  into  future  events,  but  to  fubfe- 
quent  difcoveries  of  my  own  errors. 

I  have  obTervcd,  my  Lords,  that  in  every  collifion  of  parties,  that 
occafion  on  which  their  paffions  are  inflamed,  is  always  termed  an 
extracMtiinary  conjunSure,  an  important  crifis  of  affairs,  either  be- 
caufe  men  a£Fed  to  talk  in  ftrong  terms  of  the  bufinefs  in  which  they 
are  engaged,  for  the  fake  of  aggrandizing  themfelves  in  their  own 
opinion  and  that  of  the  world,  or  becaufe  the  prefent  object  appears 
greateft  to  their  fight  by  intercepting  others,  and  that  is  imagined 
by  them  to  be  really  moft  important  in  itfelf,  by  which  their  own 
pleafure  is  moft  afFeded. 

On  tbefe  extraordinary  occafions,  my  Lords,  the  vi(9orious  have 
always  endeavoured  to  fecure  their  conqueft,  and  to  gratify  their 
paffioDS  by  new  laws,  by  laws,  even  in  the  opinion  of  thofe  by  whom 
they  are  promoted,  only  jiiftiiiable  by  the  prefent  exigence.  And  no 
fooner  has  a  new  rotation  of  affairs  given  the  fuperiorlty  to  another 
party,  than  another  law  equally  unreafonable  and  equally  new,  is 
found  equally  necefiary  for  a  contrary  purpofe.  Thus  is  our  confii- 
tution  violated  by  both,  under  the  pretence  of  fecuring  it  from  the 
attack  of  each  other,  and  lading  evils  have  been  admitted  for  the  fake 
of  averting  a  temporary  danger. 

1  have  been  too  long  acquainted  with  mankind  to  charge  any  party 
with  infincerity  in  their  conduct,  or  to  accufe  them  of  afFeding  to 
reprefent  their  difputes  as  more  momentous  than  they  appeared  to 
their  own  eyes.  I  know,  my  Lords,  how  highly  every  man  learns 
to  value  that  which  he  has  long  contended  for,  and  how  eafily  every 
man  prevails  upon  himfelf  to  believe  the  fecurity  of  the  public  com* 
plicated  with  his  own.  I  have  no  other  inte^fion  in  tbefe  remarks, 
than  to  Ihew  how  men  are  betrayed  into  a  concurrence  in  meafures, 
of  which,  when  the  ardour  of  oppof;tion  has  fubfided,  and  the  ima- 
ginary danger  is  paft,  they  have  very  feldom  failed  to  repent. 

I  do  not  remember,  my  Lords,  any  deviation  from  the  eftablifhed 
order  of  our  conftitution,  which  has  not  afterwards  produced  remorfe 
lo  thofe  that  advifed  it.  Thave  known  many  endeavour  to  obviate 
the  evils  that  might  be  produced  by  the  precedents  which  they  have 
contributed  to  eftablifb,  by  public  declarations  of  their  repentance, 
and  acknowledgments  of  their  error  ^  and  for  my  part,  I  take  this 

opportunity 


•ppoitunlty  of  declaring,  that  diough  I  lave  mori  dian  once  prouioteJ 
•jctraordtnary  bills,  I  do  not  recoDed  one.  which  I  wouM  not  novtf 
•ppoft,  nor  one  of  which  experience  hat  not  ihewii  me,  that  the 
danger  is  greater  than  the  benefit, 

I  have  learned  at  length,  my  Lords,  that  our  conftitution  has  been 
fo  formed  by  the  wifdom  of  our  anceftors,  that  it  is  aUe  to  profieA 
kfelf  by  its  own  powers,  without  any  afiftance  from  temporary  ex-> 
pedients,  which,  like  fome  kinds  of  medicines  in  the  hunaan  body^. 
may  give  it  the  appearance  of  uncommon  vigour,  but  which,  in 
fecret,  prey  upon  its  nobleft  parts,  amd  hurry  it  to  a  fudden  decay. 

But  none  of  all  the  meafares  into  which  I  have  -feen  parties 
precipitated  by  acrimony  and  impetuofity,  have  I  known  parallel  to 
the  bill  which  is  now  defended  in  this  Houfe  ;  a  bill  which  I  hope 
we  (hall  have  reafon  to  term  the  wildeft  effort  of  mifguided  zeal,  and 
the  moft  abfurd  projed  that  the  enthuflafm  of  fisi£lion  ever  produced. 

The  particular  claufes  of  this  bill  have  been  already  examined  with 
great  acutenefs  and  penetration,  and  have  all  been  fliewn  to  be 
abfurd  or  ufclefs.  I  fhall  therefore  only  add  this  obfervation,  that 
the  indemnification,  however  liberally  dfitred,  will  be  wholly  at  the 
difpofal  of  thofe  who  ihall  receive  the  examinations,  by  whom,  when 
fech  difcoveries  are  not  made  as  they  may  happen  to  exped,  th6 
witnefibs  may  be  charged  with  referve  and  infmcerity,  and  be  profe* 
cuted  for  thofe  crimes  which  could  never  have  been  known  but  by 
their  own  confeffion. 

*  It  is  not  impoffible,  but  that  if  the  bait  of  indemnification  fluil 
be  found  infufficient  to  produce  teftimonies  againft  the  noble  perlbn, 
a  bill  of  pains  and  penalties  may  be  attempted  to  terrify  thofe  who 
are  too  wife  to  be  enfnared  by  fpecious  promifes ;  for  what  may  not 
be  expeded  from  thofe  who  have  already  fent  their  fellow-fubjeds  to 
prifon,  only  for  refufirig  to  accufe  themfelves  ? 

Nor  can  I  difcover,  my  Lords,  how  the  moft  abandoned  vtllainfl 
will  be  hindered  from  procuring  indemnity  by  perjury,  or  what  fliall 
exclude  a  confpirator  againft  the  liJe  and  government  of  his  Ma<« 
jefty  from  pardon,  if  he  fwears,  that  i(i  a  plot  for  letting  the  Pre* 
tender  on  the  throne,  be  was  affifted  by  the  couniels  of  the  Earl  of 
Orford. 

It  has  indeed  been  in  fome  degree  granted,  that  the  bill  requires 
fome  amendment,  by  propofing  that  the  neceflary  alterations  may  be 
made  to  fuch  part^  of  it  as  ihall  appear  defe^ve  to  the  committee, 

which 
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wbich  wouM  indeed  be  highly  expedient^  if  only  fome  pftrticular 
dailies  were  exceptionable  j  but^  my  Lords,  the  intention  of  the 
bill  is  cruel  and  oppreffive  j  the  meafures  by  which  that  intention  iM 
promoted  are  contrary  to  law,  and  without  precedent  ^  and  the 
original  principle  is  hUc^  as  it  fuppoies  a  criminal  previous  to  the 
crime* 

It  is  urged  as  the  moft  preffing  argument  by  the  advocates  for  the 
bill,  that  it  ought  to  be  pafled  to  gratify  the  people.  I  know  not» 
my  Lords,  upon  what  principles  tholb  who  plead  fo  earneftly  for  rigid 
jitftice,  can  endeavour  to  influence  our  decifions  by  any  other  mo- 
tives i  or  why  they  think  it  more  equitable  to  facrifice  any  man  to 
die  refemment  of  the  people,  than  to  the  malice  of  any  fingle  perfon  ; 
nor  can  conccivt  why  it  fliould  be  thought  left  criminal  tolell  our 
voices  for  popularity  thaa  fo^preferment. 

As  this  is  therefore,  my  Lords,  a  bill  contrary  to  all  former  laws^ 
and  inconfiftent  with  itfelf  i  as  it  only  tends  to  produce  a  bad  end  by 
bad  oieans,  and  violates  the  conftitotion  not  to  relieve  but  to  opprefs ; 
as  the  parts,  fingly  confidered,  are  defedive,  and  the  whole  grounded 
upon  a  falfe  principle  ^  it  neither  requires  any  longer  debate,  nor 
dcferves  an^  farther  ccmfideration ;  it  is  rather  to  be  detpfted  than  ^ 
criticifird,  and  to  be  rgeAed  without  any  fuperfluous  attempt  for  ita 
aaendment. 

[The  aforementioned  Lords  were  all  who  fpoke  in  this  debate. 
The  queftion  being  then  put.  Whether  the  bill  fliould  be  committed  i 
kpafid  in  the  negative. 


Content    47 
Proxies     10 

57 


Not  content    92 
Proxies  17 


109 
But  a  Proteft  was  entered  on  this  occafion,  figned  by  28  I^ords ; 
the  former  part  of  it  drawn  from  the  Ipeech  of  the  Duke  of  Argyle^ 
and  the  Utter  part  of  it  from  that  of  ^9rd  Carteret.] 


y^tt.  H  aotfsn 


17^  VEBATEOIT/  [mAT  20. 


HOUSE     OF     LORDS. 

May  20,  1742. 

On  the  Security  and  ProteSlion  of  Trade  and  Niwigatton. 

The  fame  day  that  the  Lords  read  a  firft  time  the  indemnification 
bill,  they  read,  alfo  for  the  firft  time  s^  bill  fent  from  the  (^mmoas, 
entitled,  JnAclfpr  thi  hotter  pr^$ping  andfecuringj^  Trade  and 
Navigation  of  this  Kingdom  in  Time  if  Ijj^ar^  As  this  bill  had  a  re- 
nuurkable  rife,  pafled  the  Commons  without  a  divifion,  and  the  end 
propofed'  by  it  was  [o  co^npendable,  it  ma^  be  proper  to  give  fome 
account  of  it  bdoTB  we  proceed  to  the  dejbate  thereon  in  the  Houie 
of  Loi:ds. 

It  may  be  reao^mberedj^  that  we  have  mentioned  great  caufe  of 
cjoumplafot  ojs  accomit  of  the  loflb  fiiflained  by  the  Britifh  merchants 
fy^nsk  jl^e  coemy's  privateers,  who  were  notTfufficientiy  checked.  The 
merchants  and  traders  of  London,  Briftol,  and  other  cities,  having 
^Pfij^^.t^  the  admiaiiUaition  an  vain,  prefented  petitions  to  both 
IfMfe^  fetiing  fiyt^,  among  other  things^  *^  that  notwidiftanding 
the  growing  infolence  of  the  Spaniih  priyateers,  the  applications 
of  the  fufFe«'ing  n^ercbiiiyts  for  prpte£ticii  and  redrefs,  had  been 
negleAed ;  that  nunibers  of  his  M^jefty'9  mod  uf^ful  fubje<fls  have 
**  been  reduced  to  want  and  imprifo^ment,  or,  compelled  by  inhu- 
**  jjMin^  tfcatmeilt,  and  deipairing  of  a  Cartel  for  the  exchange  of 
*••  'prifoners,  had  ciilifted  in  the  fervice  of  Spain  j  that  there  had  been 
^various  negleds  and  delays  in  the  appointment  of  convoys,  and 
**  fome  of  the  commanders  of  the  few  that  had  been  granted,  dcferted 
*'  the  ihips  under  their  care  at  fea,  and  left  them  as  a  prey  to  the 
*'  enemy,'*  &c. 

One  petition  farther  fays,  *'  That  the  want  of  (hips  of  force  pro- 
*^  perly  ftationed,  encouraged  the  enemy  to  increafe  the  number  of 
*•  their  privateers." 

Another,  ^'  That  moft  of  the  captures  were  almoft  on  our  coaft, 
%  ip  ^^I|f  nel  and  foundings,  ^  a  time  when  the  nava)  force  of 
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**  Britain  was  greater  dian  ever  was  known,  a  few  fhips  of  wliich 
"  might  have  ruined  the  enemy's  privateers." 

One  fet  of  th6  petitioners  apprehend,  *<  that  moft  of  the  captures 
"  might  have  been. prevented,  had  a  few  fbips  been  properly  fta- 
"  tioned  on  this  fide  Cape  Finifterre,  and  the  commanders  kept  to 
"  the  ftriacft  duty/' 

Other  petitioners  "  are  not  a  little  alarmed,  not  only  at  the  in- 
"  crcafe  -and  number  of  the  Spanifh  privateers  lately  equipped,  but' 
**  at  the  unexpe£ted  great  ftrength  the  enemy  have  lately  fliewn  in 
*^  the  Mediterranean,  by  which  their  tiade  mud  become  more  pre- 
**  carious  than  ever." 

The  laft  petition  delivered  in  was  from  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,' 
and  Commons  of  the  city  of  London,  fetting  forth,  **  that  they  had 
'*  feen  a  powerful  and  well  provided  fleet  remain  ina^ive  in  our 
"  own  ports,  or  more  inglorioufly  putting  to  fea,  without  the  ap- 
"  pearance  of  any  cnterprize  in  view ;  while  our  trading  velTels  were 
"  daily  expofed  to  the  privateers  t)f  an  inconfidcrable  port,  and  a^ 
"  feeble  enemy  holds  our  naval  power  in  deridon,  to  the  ruin  of 
*•  trade,  the  enriching  the  enemy,  and  the  difgrace  of  the  Britifh 


name. 


Their  general  requcft  is,  **  That  they  may  have  regular  convoys, 
**  and  that  the  commanders  be  ordered  not  to  defert  their  charge 
"  when  in  danger ;  that  cruiaiers  be  properly  ftationed,  fubjciSk  to 
**  fuch  inlpe<£lion  as  {hall  beft  anfwer  the  end  dcfigned." 

They  all  Concluded  with  praying,  "  that  the  Houfe  would  make 
^*  fuch  provifion  for  the  future  fecurity  of  the  navigation  and  com*- 
*•  mercc  of  thefe  kingdoms  as  they  (hall  think  fit." 

The  petitions  were  feverally .  referred  to  the  confideration  of  a 
committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  and  the  following  orders  made  for 
necef&ry  papers  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

1.  An  account  of  his  Majefly's  (hips  of  war  which  have  been 
employed  fince  the  beginning  of  laft  year,  as  cruizcrs  for  the  pro- 
teftion  of  the  trade  of  this  kingdom  on  this  fide  Cape  Finifterre, 
the  ftations  of  fuch  Ihips,  and  how  long  ordered  to  continue  there- 
upon, with  the  times  of  their  going  to  fea,. and  their  returning  into 
port ;  when  fuch  (hips  were  cleared,  and  which  of  them  tallowed, 
and  when  refpcfiively. 

2.  The  journals  of  the  commanders  of  fuch  of  his  Majefty*s  {hips 
o{  war  09  hav€  been  employed,  ftnce  the  commencement  of  the  pre« 

N  a  fent 
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fent  war  as  cruiiers  for  the  prate£lion  of  trade,  on  this  fide  Cape 
J^inifterre. 

3*  An  .account  of  the  (hips  of  war  built  in  any  of  bis  Majefiy*s 
fztds^  which  have  been  launched  fince  July  17399  tbedoies  when 
launched,  when  firft  put  to  fea,  and  on  what  fervices  employed. 

4.  An  account  of  the  (hips  of  war  built  in  private  yards  for  his 
Majeffy's  fervice,  in  the  faid  time ;  diftinguiihing  the  times  when  ton* 
traced  for,  when  launched,  when  firft  put  to  fea,  and  on  what  fer- 
vices  employed. 

5.  An  account  of  the  fliips  and  veflels  purchafed  for  his  Majefty's 
iSsrvice  fince  the  faid  time,  diftinguiihing  when  purchafe^y  when  firft 
put  to  fea,  and  what  ferviccs  employed  in. 

6*  An  account  of  the  flups  of  war  appointed  as  convoys  to  the 
trade  of  this  kingdom  to  foreign  parts,  fmce  the  commencement  of 
the  prefent  war,  diftinguiihing  the  (hips  appointed,  and  the  particular 
fervices,  together  with  the  notices  given  to  the  traders  of  the  time 
prefixed  for  their  (ailing,  and  the  times  they  (ailed  rc(pe3ively. 

7.  That  his  Majefty  be  addrefled  for  the  report  of  the  com* 
miifioners  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  to  his  Ma- 
jefty in  Council,  upon  the  petition  of  the  merchants,  relating  to  their 
loflis  during  the  war,  to  be  laid  before  the  Hooks 

8*  That  the  fchoolmafter  and  a  mariner  on  board  his  Majefty's 
ihip  the  Duke,  do  attend  the  faid  Committee, 

Six  days  after  thefe  orders  pafled,  the  faid  accounts  and  report  wero 
prefented  to  the  Houfe  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty, . 

There  were  alfo  laid  before  them  copies  of  above  one  hundred 
letters,,  from  and  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  Admirals,  Ambafladors, 
Confuls,  Commanders  of  his  Majefty 's  (hips,  and  trading  vefiel^ ; 
from  the  commiffioners  of  the  fick  and  hurt  feamen,  with  heads  of  a 
cartel  for  exchange  of  prifoners  ^  and  memorials  and  reprefentations 
from  mercbaius. 

Alfo  a  lift  of  (hips  taken  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and 
of  the  prifoners  made  by  the  enemy,  alfo  letters  from  feveral  of  them 
relating  to  their  treatment,  and  from  the  Captain-General  of  the 
province  where  the  faid  feamen  were  imprifoned,  relating  to  an  ex- 
change ;  feveral  certificates  and  depofitions,  and  a  propoial  by  die 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  for  a  general  exchange  of  prifoners ;  alfo 
copies. of  the  orders  of  the  Commiffioners  of  Admiralty  to  Captains 
and  Commanders  on  the  enemy's  coaft. 

Petitions 
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Petitions  from  the  wives  of  taantn  taken  prifentrs  ;  letters  to  and 
from  the  principal  officers  of  the  enemy,  prifoners  in  Britain,  relating 
to  the  exchange. 

Certificates  of  the  difcharge  of  leveral  prifoners»  by  the  enemy,  on 
promiie  that  a  like  number  of  the  prifoners  in  Britain  ihould  be 
difcharged. 

The  Secretary  of  die  Admiralty  alfo  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  book 
of  the  regulations  and  inftru£Uons  relating  to  the  fea  fervice,  eftablifli- 
ed  by  his  Majefty  in  Council. 

Tbefe  requiAtes  being  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  they 
went  into  a  Committee  on  the  23d  day  of  their  fitting,  heard  one  of 
the  petitioners,  feveral  witnefles,  and  defired  to  fit  again. 

In  the  mean  time  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  feventeen  other  letters 
coneenung  fea  afl&irs,  and  an  account  when  the  £aft  India  Company 
firft  applied  fince  die  war  began  for  a  convoy  to  St.  Helena,  and  when 
diey  fiuled,  and  what  number  of  ihips  came  under  die  (aid  convoy, 
and  on  the  25th  day  of  fitting  the  Committee  heard  more  witneifes. 

Next  day  they  proceeded,  ^en  an  account  was  brought  in  of  the 
Spanilh  prifoners  releafed,  by  what  orders,  and  on  what  conditions  ; 
alfo  an  account  of  the  number  of  feamen  employed  the  laft  year,  dif- 
dnguifliing  how  many  at  home,  and  how  many  abroad,  alfo  of  the 
number  of  fliips  and  vefiels  of  war,  diftinguifliing  the  rates. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  alfo  prefented  a  lift  of  the  names 
of  the  merchant  (hips,  and  the  matters,  as  have  behaved  fo  negligently 
as  to  dehy  the  convoys  from  whom  they  had  taken  failing  orders,  or 
that  have  abandoned  ihe  fame,  or  that  have  been  any  ways  difobedient 
to  the  inftruAions  eftabliflied  for  good  government,  with  the  nar- 
ration of  the  fa£ts  fince  the  beginning  of  the  war. 

Alfo  copies  of  thereafons  given  in  writing  by  fuch  Commanders  of 
his  Majefty's  ihips  as  have  been  appointed  in  this  war  as  cruifers.on 
this  fide  Cape  Finifterre,  for  leaving  their  ftations  or  for  coming  into 
port,  before  the  time  required  by  their  orders,  which  papers  were 
fixty-one  in  number* 

All  which  were  referred  to  the  faid  Committee,  and  then  they 
heard  fome  other  evidence,  and  after  further  proceeding  defired  leave 
to  fit  again* 

Next  day  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  prefented  copies  of  all  ap- 
plications for  convoys  for  (hips  and  cruizers,  and  what  was  done 

N  3  thereon. 
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thereon,  which  papers  were  above  forty,  of  which  eight  were  peti- 
tions to  get  convoys  for  fingle  ihips. 

AH  which  papers  and  accouitts  were  referred  to  the  faid  Commit- 
tee, which  was  to  proceed  again  on  the  28th  day,  but  the  Houfes 
were  defircd  to  adjourn  for  fifteen  days.  When  the  Houfe  met  again 
the  iald  Secretary  prefented  copies  of  all  complaints  made  (incc  the 
war  began,  to  the  Commii&oners  of  the  Admiralty,  againft,  or  re- 
lating to  commanders  leaving  the  trade  under  their  convoy,  or  their 
ftations,  or  'for  imprcffing  feamen  out  of  outward-bound  (hips  after 
clearance,  or  homeward-bound  before  they  reached  their  portj  or  for 
ether  mlfbehaviour,  or  injury  done  by  them  to  trade,  with  an  account 
of  what  has  been 'done  thereupon. 

Thefe  papers,  including  the  complaints  and  the  orders  given  there- 
upon,  which  are  much  the  greater  part,  with  juftifications  from  the 
commanders,  were  in  number  forty ;  but  we  ought  not  to  omit  that 
amongft  them  there  is  a  reprefentation  of  the  Portugal  merchants  in 
favour  of  one  commander,  Capt.  Ambrofe,  who  had  taken  fevoral 
of  the  enemy's  privateers. 

On  the  33d  day  of  fitting  was  prefented,  from  the  office  for  tho 
fick  and  wounded  feamen,  copies  of  the  returns  from  fuch  perfons  as  - 
have  been  empowered  to  pay  nis  Majefty's  bounty  to  the  Britifh  fub- 
je£ls,  prifoners  in  the  ports  of  Spain,  diftinguifliing  the  number  of 
men  paid  each  month,  and  what  fhips  they  belonged  to,  and  when 
taken. 

*  Alfo  an  account  of  the  number  of  men  who  have  been  pu^  fick  on 
fliore  from  his  Majefty's  fliips,  into  the  hofpitals  laft  year,  diftinguifli* 
ing  how  many  died,  and  how  many  were  returned  to  the  fhips,  or 
run  away,  or  were  otherwifc  difpofed  of. 

Which  papers  were  referred  to  the  faid  Committee,  and  the  Houfe 
went  into  it,  heard  further  evidence,  and  the  Chairman  defired  leave. 
to  fit  again. 

Accordingly  they  proceeded  on  this  affair  the  35th  day,  and  heard 
further  evidence. 

On  the  37th  day  more  papers  were  laid  before  the  Houfe,  being 
three  feveral  orders  ilTued  by  the  Admiralty  to  the  Commanders  of  kis  ' 
Majefty's  (hips  in  the  ports  of  Portugal,  or  fuch  as  ihall  have  occa. 
fion  to  put  into  the  faid  ports  j  alfo  an  eftimate  of  the  debt  of  the 
«avy  J  which  were  referred  to  the  laid  Committee,  and  the  Houfe 

went 
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went  into  it,  and  cameto  feveral  itfblutions  whick  were  foporied  U^ 
next  day,  and  are  as  follow* 

The  firft  refolution  was.  That  it  appeared  to  the  Committee,  that 
notwithftanding  the  repeated  appUcaiions  of  the  merchants  for  cruiforf 
to  be  properly  ftationed  for  the  protedion  of  the  trade  of  this  natipi^ 
from  the  p«rivateers  of  Spain,  the  due  and  necefiary  care  has  not  been 
taken  to  keep  a  proper  number  of  his  Majefty's  Ihips  employed  iivtbaf 
fervice,  more  efpecially  in  and  near  the  Channel  and  Soundings  ;  for 
want  of  which,  many  (hips  had  been  taken  'by  the  enemy,  fome  oi^ 
them  of  confiderable  value,  to  the  greatilofs  of  many  of  his  Majefty'9 
(nbjeds,,  the  great  advantage  and  encouragement  of  the  enei^,  and. 
the  diihoaour  of  this  nation.  II«  That  the  detention  of  the  (bipa 
bound  to  Portugal  for  near  twelve  months,  by  the  reCufal  of  prote£^on% 
for  fome  time,  and  the  delay  of  convoys  afterwards,  gave  our  riva}% 
in  trade  an  opportunity  of  introducing  new  ^cies.  of  their  wootiiHk 
manufaAures  into  Portugal,  to  die  great  detriment  of  this  kingl<^. 

Upon  this  foundation  the  Houfe  ordered  that  a,  bill  be  brought  io^ 
for  the  better  proteding  and  (ecuring.the  trade,  and-  navigation*  of  thia 
kingdom  in  times  of  war ;  and  that  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Londoa» 
(fince  deceafed)  and  Sir  John  Barnard,  do  prepare  and  bripg  in] 
the  fame. 

On  the  I  ft  day  of  April,  being  the  59th  of  their  fitting,  tt^  Lord. 
Mayor  of  London  prefented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  for  the  better . 
protecting  and  fecuring  the  trade  and  navigation  of  this  kingdom  in 
time  of  war,  and  the  fame  was  received  and  read  a  firii  time,  Mt 
ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time,  and  to  be  printed. 

By  reafon  of  fome  omiffion,  we  do  not  find  when  the  biU  was  read^ 
afccond  time;  but,  on  the  yad  fitting,  a  day  was  appointed  tog^i 
into  a  Committee  on  the  79th,   when  they  did,  and  mad^  fevertil> 
amendments,  which  were  reported  on  the  82d  day,  and  with  aiMiHl- 
roents  to  one  of  them  were  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  he  engro$^ed»  - 
At  their  87th  fitting  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  pai&d,  and  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  London  was  or^lered  to  carry  the  bill  to  the  Lordf» 
and  defire  their  concurrence.    And  three  days  after  it  was  read  by 
their  Lordibips  a  firft  time,  and  is  as  follows  i  the  words  within  thcfe 
marks  [  ]  (hewing  how  the  blanks  were  filled  up,  and  the  amend* 
ments  made  in  its  progrefs  through  the  Houie  of  Commons  with 
notea  of  the  words  left  out. 

N  4  Jn 
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An  A3  for  thi  bitter  proUHing  tmdfscuring  ofth  Trade  and  Navigation 

of  this  kingdom  in  times  of  war. 
'  «  WHEREAS  it  is  ncccffary,  in  times  of  war,  that  a  fufficient 
number  of  flitps  fliould  be  appointed,  and  kept  conAantlj  employed, 
as  cruifcrs,  in  proper  ftations,  for  the  protc6tion  and  fccurity  of  the 
trade  and  navigation  of  this  kingdom  \  be  it  enaded  by  the  King's 
Mof.  Excellent  Majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  both 
Houfcs  of  the  Senate  in  this  prcfent  Council  aflcmbled,  and  by  Ac 
authority  of  the  fame.  That  when  and  as  often  as  this  kingdom  (hal) 
be  engaged  in  war  with  any  kingdom  or  ftate  in  Europe,  (over  and 
above  the  {hips  of  war  for  the  line  of  battle,  and  for  convoys  to  remote 
parts)  fuch  a  number  of  fhips  of  war  as  Ihall  be  fufficicnt  for  the  pn>- 
tedipn  and  fecurity  of  the  merchant  fliips,  in  their  going  out  and  re« 
turning  home,  fliall  be  cpHftantly  employed  as  CMiifers,  or  for  con- 
voys, in  and  near  the  Britilh  Channel  and  Soundings,  and  in  fuch 
other  ftations  on  this  fide  Cape  Finifterre,  as  (hall  by  the  Lord  High 
Admiral,  or  Commiffioners  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  GreatrBritain  for  the  time  being,  be  judged  moft  proper 
for  that  purpofe  \  the-  aforefaid  ihips  of  war  to  be  careened  at  leaft 
[three]  times  in  the  year,  or  oftener,  if  there  be  occafion  %  and  that 
thp  feaxnen  on  board  any  fuch  cruifers  ihall  not  be  turned  over  into 
any  oAer  (hip  or  Ihips,  but  fuch  OQly  j^s  fhall  be  appointed  for 
cruifing,  or  home  convoys,  according  tp  the  tenor  of  this  ad. 

(^.)  f<  Provided  always,  and  l^e  it  ena£ted  by  the  authority  afore* 
iaid,  That  nothing  herein  contained  (hall  reftrain,  or  b^  conftrued  tq 
ycftfain,  tlfc  Lord  High  Admiral  or  Commifiioners  for  executing  the 
office  pf  Lprd  High  Admiral  for  the  time  being,  from  directing  a;iy 
pf  thp  (hips  which  (hall  be  appointjsd  to  be  cruifers  in  purfuance  of 
this  ad,  to  be  employed  in  the  line  of  battle,  (in  cafe  of  great  ne« 
C^ffity)  pn  this  fide  Cape  Finifterre,  without  who<^  immediate  di- 
reAion,  thjB  faid  (hips  (hall  be  always  cru|(ing,  or  employed  as  home 
convoys,  except  when  they  are  careening  or  refitting. 

(3.)  f^  Ai)d  be  it  ena£ted  by  the  autl^qrity  aforefaid.  That  the  Lord 
{iigh  Admiral,  or  Commiffioners  fpr  executing  the  pffice  of  Lord 
High  Admin4  for  the  time  being,  (ha|l  on  or  before  the  [firft  day-^f 
July  next]  autborife  and  appoint  a  Commiffipner  of  fhe  Navy,  0|r 
jTome  pne  pr  more  per(bn  or  perfpiis,  who  (hall  conftandy  refide  at 
Iticfa  place  or  places  as  his  Majefty  fliall  diredj  by  y\tpx^  of  w|^icl^ 
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ippointment,  fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  in  the  place  or  places  for  which 
ke  or  thejr  ihall  be  appointed,  (hall  fuperihtend  or  overfee  every  thing 
lelattng  to  the  aibreiaid  cniiierB ;  and  (hall  take  care  that  every  thing 
necdiary  be  immediately  provided  for  all  and  every  the  aferefaid 
cruifing  fliips  of  war,  that  fhall  come  into  any  port  by  ftrefi  of  weather, 
or  to  careen  or  refit ;  and  as  foon  as  they  or  any  of  them  are  refitted, 
fliall  order  all  or  any  of  the  iaid  fliips  of  W9r  to  put  to  fea  again  as 
foon  as  poffible, 

^4.)  ^  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That 
from  and  after  die  faid  [firff  day  of  July]  if  any  Captain,  or  odi^ 
officer  on  board  any  of  his  Majcfty's  fliips  of  war,  fliall  wilfully 
fpntigf  cvry  away,  or  lofe  any  oiaft  or  mafts  of  any  fdch  fliipi^,  or 
fliall  make  any  &lfe  pretence  or  excufe  for  leaving  the  ftation  on 
which  fuch  flup  or  fliips  fliall  be  appointed  to  cruife,  or  fliall  return 
into  port  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  appointed  for  his  cruife, 
without  juft  and  fufficient  reafon  for  fo  doing,  every  Captain  or 
officer  offending  in  any  of  the  aforefaid  cafes,  [fliall  be  puniflied  by 
fine,  imprifonment,  or  otherwife,  as  the  offence  by  a  Court  Martial 
fliall  be  adjudged  to  deferve.] 

(5.)  ^  And  to  the  intent  that  it  may  be  the  more  eafily  known 
what  fervice  the  aforefaid  cruifers  fliall  every  year  perform,  be  it 
enaded  by  the  authority  aforefaid.  That  the  Commiffioner  of  the 
Navy  in  each  of  the  out-ports,  or  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  fliall,  for 
that  purpoie,  be  appointed  by  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  Commif- 
noners  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  for  the  tiine 
being,  flliall  tranfinit  to  him  or  them,  every  [three  months]  a  diftinA 
and  feparate  account  digefted  into  proper  columns,  of  the  time  when 
any  of  the  fliips  appointed  to  be  cruifers,  failed  out  of  port,  when  fuch 
fliip  came  in,  together  with  the  number  of  days  caft  up  that  fuch  fliip 
was  out  upon  duty,  and  the  reafons  of  her  putting  into  port,  and  the 
time  and  reafons  of  her  ftay  there;  with  an  account  how  often,  and 
Ae  times  when  each  of  the  faid  fliips  have  been  careened  every  year ; 
and  that  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  Commiifioners  for  executing  the 
office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  for  the  time  being,  fliall  caufe  copies  of 
the  (aid  accounts  to  be  laid  before  both  Houfes  of  the  Senate  within 
[eight  days]  after  their  meeting. 

(6.)  ^  And  be  it  further  cnaftedby  the  authority  aforefaid.  That 
^  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  Commi4k)ner8  for  executing  the  office  of 

f  Left  o^t^  9rjbtft^  ' 

l^prd 
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1^x4  .H>gH  Admiral  for  the  time  hw^g,  iball,  on  or  before  the  fiud 
|firft  day  of  July]  nominate  and  appoint  fucb  a  number  of  the  flups  of 
var,  as  ik^ll  be  fufficient  for  tfie  purpoies  afoiemehtioned,  to  he 
crullers  or  eonvoys  on  this  fid^  Cape  Fioifterre  for  the  current  year  ^ 
and  (haU  afterwards  yearly,  and  every  ycar^  during  the  prefent  or  any 
futuco  war,  between  the  [iirft  day  of  Novemher]  and  the  [firft  day  of 
DecfmberJ  nominate. and  apppint  a  fuffi^cient  number  of  (hips  of  war 
to  be  cruifers  or  convoys  on  tHis  fide  Cape  Finifterrc  for  the  year 
onfuing  ;  and  as  often  asaoy  .of  tjjhem  (hall  bappon  to  be  taken  or  lod, 
iiajiif  a^  foooL.  a^  rpay  be^^  ^ppoifnt  others  in  the  room  of  every  fiiip  fo 
tiilEi^pjr^: 

'  (l)  ^  And  wberQ9^>  i&  of  the  utQioft  i9y)grtance  to  the  trade  of 
t}^  ns^t^lb  ^^  ^  ^ff^^  <^  CPqmanders  of  his  Majefty's  fbips 
qf  war  iigpi^ipted  for  qqo^vqys  tq  and  from  remote  parts,  fbould  take 
due  cijre.of  th^  o^cf cbanf;  ibjps  ^omipitltisd  to  their  charge ^  be  it 
therefore  eqaded  by  the  i(ut|iodty  aforefud*  That  every  captain  or 
commander  of  any  of  hh  M^jtfty's  {hips^9f  w^r,  who,  on  or  after 
the  biU  fbaQ  commence,  iball  b<;  appointed  cqnvoy  or  guard  to  any. 
merchant  ihips  or  veflels,  or  who  fhall  hayc.  any  merchant  (hips  or 
vefleis  under  his  charge,  do  and  iball  diligently  attend  upon  fiicb  chai^ 
without  delay,  ^od  in. and  during  the  courf^  of  the  voyage  take  the 
iltmoft  care  of  fuch  merchant  (hips  and  veflels,  and  do  and  (hall 
every  evening  fee  that  the  whole  nun^ber  of  the  f«ud  merchant  (hips 
antl  vef&ls  under  his  convoy  be  in  company  with  him  ^  and  in  cafe 
he  (hall  be  obliged  in  the  night  time  to  tack*  or  alter  his  courfe,  or 
lie  to,  that  he  do  and  (hall  make  the  proper  figoaU,  to  give  the  mer- 
chant (hips  and  veiTels,  under  his  convoy,  notice  thereof;  and  if  in 
the  morning  he  (hall  find  any  of  the  faid  merch^t  (hips  and  veiTsls 
to  be  miffing,  he  (hall  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  rejoin  them,  and 
(ball  not  willingly- or  negligently  fail  away  from,  Icave^  or  forfake 
fuch  merchant  (hips  qx  vcfTel^  until  he  has  feen  them  fafe,  fo  far  as 
be  (bAll  be  directed  to  convoy  them ;  and  in  cafe  any  of  the  faid . 
merchant  (hips  or  veflels  (hall  be  in  diftrefs^  he  (hail  give  them  all 
proper  and  neceflary  lelief  and  aiSftance,  as  far  as  he  is  able  ^  and  in 
cafe  any  fuch  captain  or  commanding  ofEccr  (hall  refufe  or  negleA  to 
do  all  or  any  of  the  matters  aforefaid,  every  fuch  captain  or  com- 
manding officer  fltall  [be  condemned  to  make  reparation  of  tbe 
damage  to  the  merchants,  owners,  and  others,  as  the  court  of  admi- 

raliy 
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pity  Ihall  adjudge  s  and  allp  be  puniflied  according  to  the  quality  of 
)ii$  oficnce^  as  fliall  be  adjudged  fit  by  a  court-martial.} 

($)  ^  And  whereas  it  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  pur  f^ttle-^ 
ments  in  America,  and  the  trad^  thereof  *i  that  ^e  c^Apmandkrs  of 
the  ihif>s  ftationed  there,  (hould  ufe  their  beii;  endeav^ui^  for  the  proi 
tedion  and  fecurity  of  fuch  trade,  [and  the  colonies  tl^c/e  $}  be  1^ 
further  ena£bd  by  i^e  authority  aforefaid,  Tha^  f  none  o(  hj^ 
Majefty^s  (hips,  which  (ball  be  ftationed  at  any  of  tha  'faid  ifiUU^ 
meots,  (hall  quit  or  leave  their.  Rations  under  pretjcnce  of  going  tq 
careen  or  refit^  or  under  any  other  pretence  wh^tfo^vep^  without  ^ 
e^cial  ofder  fiXKn.  the  Lofd  Hig^.  ^di^iir^l,  or  C9aimiffiQnef«  fo^ 
occc^t^ng  t^  oi^e  of  Lojd.  IJigh  Aflmir^lf  {of  tl^e  coffbm^dffr  14 
chief  of  his  Majefty's  (hips  of  war  in.  thofe  feas,  or  m  America ;(,} 
for  the  time  being  ||« 

(9)  ^^  And  to  the  end  that  it  may  appear  what  fervice  the  (hips  fo 
Rationed  (hall  perform,  be  it  enafied  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That 
the  captain  or  commanding  officer  on  board  every  fuch  (hip  or  veilel, 
(hall  keep  a  diftin£fc  au4  feparat^  aQGount,  digeited  inta  proper  cd^ 
lumns,  of  the  times  when  the  faid  (hip  or  vefiel  failed  out  of  port, 
when  fuch  (hip  or  veiTel  came  in,  the  fervice  (he  vi^s  upon,  together 
with  the  number  of  days  caft  tip,  that  fuch  (hip  or  vefTel  was  out 
upon  fuch  duty,  and  (hall  caufe  the  fame  to  be  fairly  entered  in  one 
or  more  book  or  books,  to  be  kept  for  that  purpofe  j  fuch  entded  to 
bedigefted  in  proper  columns,  and  to  be  [every  fix  months]  tranf-t 
mitted  to  §thc  captain  or  commanding  officer  of  every  fuch  ftation 
(hip,  to  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  commiflioners  for  executing  the 
office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  for  the  time  being,  and  (hall  alfo  fend 
duplicates  of  the  (aid  accounts  at  the  iirfl  opportunity. 

*.*  (10)  "  And  be  it  further;  cnadled  l?y  the  authority  aforefaid^ 
That  the  Commanders  of  his  Majefly's  (hips  of  war,  on  their  ar- 
rival at  any  of  the  faid  fetdements,  (hall  d<;iiver  a, copy  of  the,  orders 
they  (ball  have  received  from  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  commif« 
fioaer^  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Britain  foe 

•  Left  oat,  **  in  time  of  war."  t  Left  out,  **  during  the  continuance  of 

any  fuch  war.**  J  Thcfc  word*  were  added.  ||  Left  out,  **  or  nnlefiT 

tbe  commander  or  commanders  of  fach  fhip  or  (Lips  ihaFl  be  ordered  off  their  fla- 
tioo,  to  be  employed  lo  the  line  of  battle  in  tbe  Anierican  fcas,  which  fliall  not  bb 
done,  b'nc  in  cafes  of  the  greatcft  neceflxty.*'  ^  Left  out,  **  togptiicr  witJl 

cfac  dspUcatct  thereof,  f*  This  daufe  was  added  in  tiiccoanutteCf    ,. 

thV: 
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die  time  being,  To  fiur  as  they  relate  to  the  prote^on  of  the  faid  co- 
lonies, and  of  the  trade  of  the  laid  colonies,  to  the  governor  and 
council  of  Ae  refpe£iive  colony  or  pisintation  where  they  fliali  be 
flationed ;  which  orders  ihall  be  entered  into  the  council  books  of 
fuch  colony  or  plantation  refpcSively ;  and  the  faid  governor  and 
council  are  hereby  authorised  and  impowered  to  give  fuch  direfiions 
in  writing  to  the  captains  and  commanders  of  fuch  fiationed  fhips^^as 
they  ihall  think  will  be  moft  for  the  protedion  and  fecurity  of  their 
trade :  And  the  faid  captains  and  commanders  are  hereby  required 
to  conform  to,  and  obferve  the  fame,  provided  the  fame  do  not  con«- 
tradid  the  inftni^ons  they  ffaall  have  received  from  the  faid  Lord 
High  Admiral,  or  commiffioners  for  executing  the  office  of  Loitl 
High  Admiral  for  the  time  being.'' 


HOUSE     OF     LORDS. 

JUM     I,      1742. 

Tbt  BiU  for  the  Security  and  Proteeiim  of  Tradi  and  Navigation  bitng  this 
Day  read  a  fecond  Ttm^  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords^  tie  Earl  of  Win- 
chclfca,  who  had  lately  accepted  tbe  Chair  at  tie  Jldrnfraby  Boards  rofi 
andfpoke  as  fellows : 


My  Lords,  I  know  not  by  what  accident  the  numerous  de(e£bs 
and  general  impropriety  of  this  bill  have  efcaped  the  attention  of  the 
other  Houfe  ^  nor  is  there  any  neceffity  for  exacmining  the  motives 
upon  which  It  palled,  or  of  enquiring  whether  its  reception  was  fmci- 
litated  by  the  popularity  of  the  title,  the  influence  and  authority  of 
thofe  by  whom  it  was  propofed,  or  the  imaginary  defe£b  of  our  pre- 
fent  regulations,  which  have  been  on  fbme  occafions  repreiented  to 
be  fuch  as  it  is  fcarcely  poffible  to  change  but  for  the  better* 

The  knowledge  and  experience  of  thofe  who  concurred  in  fending 
this  bill  for  your  Lordfhips  approbation,  cannot  but  produce  fomo 
degree  of  prepofleffion  in  its  favour  %  for  how  can  It  be  imagin»dft 
my  Lords,  that  men  of  great  abilities  a^d  continual  opportunitiet  of 

obfervationa 
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oUervation,  fhodd  not  be  well  veried  in  queftions  relating  chiefly 
to  their  private  intereft,  and  difcover  the  neareft  way  to  their  own 
iisccds! 

And  yet,  my  Lords,  it  will  be  found  that  their  fagacity  has  per- 
haps never  fo  apparently  forfaken  them  as  on  this  occafion,  that  ho^ 
propofition  was  ever  laid  before  this  Houfe,  in  which  more  contra£led 
motives  were  difcovered,  and  that  the  bill  is  fuch  as  might  ratheir 
have  been  expend  from  petty  traders,  unacquainted  with  the  iitua* 
tion  of  kingdoms,  the  interefls  of  princes,  the  arts  of  policy,  the 
laws  of  their  own  country,  and  the  cbndud  of  former  wars,  than 
by  merchants  of  extenilve  traffic,  general  cor refpondence,  and  great 
attainments. 

Before  I  proceed,  my  Lords,  to  confirm  the  chara6ler  of  the  blU 
by  a  diftin£t  coofideration  of  the  particular  paragraphs,  ^md  an  enu- 
meration of  the  fevcral  improprieties  and  defefb  which  may  be  found 
in  it,  I  think  it  not  fuperfluous  or  unfeafonable  to  remark  one  gene* 
ral  error  common  to  this  with  all  other  laws  of  the  fame  kind,  the 
error  of  prefcribing  rules  to  military  operations,  of  attempting  to 
fix  what  is  in  its  own  nature  variable,  as  it  muft  depend  upon  external 
caufes  to  which  the  Britifli  legiflature  has  yet  found  no  means  of 
extending  its  authority. 

To  direA,  upon  remote  conjedures  and  uncertain  proQpeAs^  the 
conduA  of  a  commander,  is,  in  my  opinion,  my  Lords,  not  more 
rational  than  to  trace  upon  a  chart  the  courfe  of  a  ihip,  and  pronounce 
it  criminal  to  deviate  from  it.  The  one  fuppofes  a  foreknowledge  of 
the  motions  of  the  wind,  and  the  other  of  the  councils  of  our  ene*. 
mies;  nor  can  any  thing  be  expefied  from  fuch  regulations,  but 
overthrow  and  dilgrace.  I  believe,  my  Lords,  that  in  running  over 
the  hiftories  of  the  world,  and  examining  the  originals  of  the 
tnightteft  empires,  and  the  fudden  revolutions  which  have  been  pro- 
duced by  the  overpowering  torrents  of  war,  which  at  different  pe- 
riods of  time  have  fwept  the  powers  of  the  earth  before  them,  it  will 
be  found  that  all  rapid  conquefts,  and  fudden  extenfions  of  empire, 
have  been  effi^ed  by  fovereign  princes  at  the  head  of  armies  which 
siAed  only  by  immediate  command,  that  few  memorable  a^ons  have 
been  performed  by  delegated  commanders,  and  that  of  tbofe  few 
whofe  names  have  defcended  to  pofterity,  ttiofe  have  generally  been 
moft  fuccefsful  who  were  invefied  with  the  largeft  powers,  who 
siAed  without  controul,  and  were  at  liberty  to  fnatch  every  oppor« 
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tufiity,  and  improve  every  favourable  conjunAure^  without  any  ne- 
ceiBty  of  coRimunicating  their  fchemes,  of  waiting  for  the  refult  of 
tedious  deliberations,  or  of  foliciting  a  relaxation  of  former  orders. 

But,  my  Lords,  though  perhaps  all  pofltive  prefcriptions  of  the 
condud  of  military  undertakings  have  a  tendency  rather  to  obftruft 
than  promote  fuccefs,  yet  as  they  may  be  drawn  up  with  difFerent 
degrees  of  wifdcm  and  fagacity,  they  may  have  a  greater  or  lefs  ap- 
pearance of  ufefulnefs  and  reafon.  Suth  as  have  been  well  con- 
cet'ted  may  afford  ufeful  hints,  though  they  ought  not  to  be  enadcd 
with  indifpenfable  obligations.  And  to  confider  even  thofe  in  which 
lefs  proofs  of  (kill  and  forefight  can  be  difcovcred,  may  have  at  leaft 
this  advantage,  that  the  propofals  may  not  be  fpeedily  repeated,  nor 
our  cotinfels  embarrafled  with  abfurd  expedients.  I  Ihall  therefore 
lay  before  your  Lordfhips  my  opinion  of  every  paragraph,  and  (hew 
what  are  the  obje£lions  which  may  be  raifed  both  to  the  whole  bill  in 
general,  and  to  its  particular  claufes. 

To  the  bill  in  general,  it  muft  beobjefted,  that  it  is  filled  with 
vague  expreffions,  and  ideas  fo  indeterminate,  that  no  man  can  tell 
when  he  has  obeyed  it.  Here  are  many  rules  ordered  to  be  oblcrved, 
when  there  Jhailhe  no  ju/i  and  fufflcient  reafon  for  negleSing  them, 
and  forae  operations  to  be  performed  as  often  *as  there  Jhall  he  dcca^ 
Jbn^  arid  (hips  are  to  cruiie  in  a  certain  latitude,  unlefs  there  is  a 
necej^y  of  employing  them  elfewhere, 

bid  not  the  title  of  this  bill,  my  Lords,  give  it  fome  claim  to  a 
ftrious  confideration ;  and  did  nbt  the  integrity  and  capacity  of  thofe 
by  whom  it  was  drawn  up,  exempt  them  from  contempt  and  ridi- 
cule, I  (hould  be  inclined  to  treat  a  law  like  this  with  fome  degree  of 
levity ;  for  who,  my  Lords,  can  be  fcrious  when  his  confent  is  de- 
fived  to  a  bill,  by  which  it  is  enafled,  that  men  Qiall  zSt  on  certain 
occafions,  as  they  fhall  think  moft  expedient  ? 

Nor  is  this,  my  Lords,  the  only  inftance  of  precipitancy  and  want 
of  confideration,  for  many  of  the  injunctions  are  without  any  penal 
ian^on ;  fo  that  though  we  fhoCild  pafs  this  bill  with  the  greateft 
unanimity,  we  (hould  only  declare  our  opinion,  or  ofFer  our 
advtcc,  but  (hould  make  no  law,  or  what,  with  regard  to  the  pur« 
[^(ife  of  government,  is  the  fame,  a  law  which  may  be  broken 
\il4ctiout  danger. 

But  general  objedtons,  my  Lords,  will  naturally  produce  generd 
erafions  y,  and  a  debate  may  be  prolonged  without  producing  anf' 
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dear  view  of  the  fiibje^  or  any  fatisfaiEiorfd^tifion  of  a  fingtl  quef- 
tioA :  I  (ball  therefore  ettdeavour  to  range  my  obje£lions  in  order, 
and  by  examining  fingly  every  paragraph  of  tha  bill,  (htw  Che  weak- 
neb  of  fome  expedients,  the  Aiperiluity  df  ofi^ers,  and « the  general 
anfitnefs  of  the  whole  to  produce  the  j;>ro(fe<Sion  and  fecurity  in- 
tended by  it. 

In  the  firft  claufe  alone  may  be  found  inftances  of  all  the  im{Mt>- 
prieties  which  I  have  mentioned  to  your  LordOiipc.  It  is  propofed 
that  itt  a  time  of  war  between  this  empire  and  any  other  fiate,  fuch 
a  number  of  (hips  (hall  be  employed  ais  cruizcrs  or  convoys  in  t)ie 
ehannd,  as  the  admiralty  (hall  judge  xmH  proper  for  that  porpofe. 
What  16  this,  my  Lords,  but  to  continue  to  the  Admiralty  the  power 
which  has  been  always  executed  i  What  is  it  but  to  ena6):  that  the 
fliips  IhaD  be  (l^ationed  in  time  of  war  as  the  Commiffioners  of  the 
Admiralty  (hall  determine  and  dire<^  ? 

Of  thefe  (hips,  it  is  further  ena4f)ed,  that  they  (hall  be  caceened 
riiree  times  a  year,  or  oftener  if  there  OofM  be  occafion ;  but  it  is  not 
declared  who  (ball  judge  of  the  neceffity  of  careening,  or  who  (hall 
be  p«ni(hed  for  the  negledof  it  when  it  is  requifite,  or  for  the  per« 
miffion  or  command  of  it  when  it  is  fuperfluous. 

Thece  is  yet  another  regulation,  my  Lords,  in  this  claufe>  which 
ought  not  to  be  pailed  without  remark.  It  is  provided,  that  the 
failors  employed  in  the  cruizers  and  convoys  in  the  channel,  fliall 
not  be  turned  over  b(»t  fo  other  chitzers  and  convoys  ;  by  whith  I 
fiippoie  it  was  intended^  that  our  outguards  (hculd  be  prevented  front 
being  weakened,  and  that  our  merchants  Ihouid  never  be  deftitute  of 
protedion ;  an  end  truly  laudable,  and  ^;f^ich  deferves  to  be  pro* 
»Q«ed  by  (bme  eft2d)li(hment  better  concerted.  The  estpedient  now 
propofed,  feems  to  have  been  contrived  upon  the  fiippofition  tliat-the 
Admiralty  may  not  always  be  very  folidtous  for  the  fafety  of  the 
and  that  therefore  it  is  neceflary  to  (ecuie  them  by  a  law 
the  danger  of  being  deprived  of  prote&ion;  fbr  tipon  the  pfe« 
eftablifiin^ent^  the.  removal  of  men  ftem  one  fliip  to  another 
muft  be  made  by  the  perhilffion  of'the  Adfiilralty  ;  and  when  the  right 
is  fudi  penniiSoa  ihdl  by  this  law  be  taken  aWay,-  what  new  fecu- 
nd will  the  Aierchants'  oXMn^  Thi  Admiralty  will  ftiH-have  thcl 
pewvf)  though  4iot  of  turniiig  over  the  men^  yet-  of  itoallrrfg  ilie 
fliips,  and^comm«ro^  filfllW  e^aidly  in  either  cafe. 
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By  the  fatond  daufe,  my  Lords,  there  is  ftill  a  power  referved  to 
the  Admiralty,  of  difmiffing  thefe  guardians  of  commerce  £rom  their 
fiationS)  and  employing  them  in  cafe  of  great  necejjity  in  the  line  of 
batde,  on  this  fide  Cape  Finifterre.  Not  Co  cavil,  my  Lords,  at  the 
term  of  great  nicejjkjj  of  which  it  is  apparent  that  the  Commiffioners 
of  the  Admiralty  are  to  judge,  I  would  defire  to  be  informed  what 
meafures  are  to  be  taken,  if  a  royal  navy  fliould  unluckily  rove  be- 
yond this  Cape,  which  is  marked  out  as  the  utmoft  bound  d  the 
power  of.  the  Admiralty,  and  fiiould  there  be  reduced  to  the  necef- 
fity  of  engaging  defpcratdy  widi  a  fuperior  force,  or  retiring  igoo- 
minioufly  befobe  it.  Are  not  our  (hips  to  pafs  a  iingle  league  beyond 
their  limits,  in  the  honour  or  prefervation  of  their  country  ?  Art 
they  to  lie  unadive  within  the  found  of  the  battle,  and  wait  for  their 
enemies  on  this  fide  die  Cape  ? 

The  third  claufe,  my  Lords,  is,  if  not  abfurd  like  the  former,  yet 
fo  imperfedly  drawn  up,  that  it  can  produce  no  advantage  j  for  of 
what  ufe  will  it  be  to  ftation  an  officer  where  his  Majeftj  JhaU  tbiitk 
/kf  M  zU  the  royal  docks  there  are  officers  already  ftationed,  and 
in  any  other  place  what  can  an  officer  deputed  by  his  Majefiy  do  more 
than  hire  workmen,  who  will  as  chearfully  and  as  diligently  ierve  any 
Other  peifon  ?  And  why  may  not  the  captain  of  the  vefiel  procure 
neceflaries  for  money,  without  die  affiftance  of  a  commiffioner  ? 

In  the  fourth  claule,  my  Lords,  nothing  is  propofed  but  what  is 
every  day  praAifed,  nor  any  audiority  conferred  upon  the  Court  of 
Admiralty,  than  that  which  it  always  polleflfed,  punifldng  thofe  wh<» 
difobey  their  orders.  The  provifion  againft  the  crime  of  wilfuHy 
fringing  a  maft,  is  at  leaft  ufelefi }  for  when  did  any  man  admit  thtt 
he  (prung  his  maft  by  defign  i  Or  why  fliould  it  be  imagined  that 
(uch  an  ad  of  wickedneTs,  fuch  flagrant  breach  of  truft,  and  apparent 
delertion  of  duty,  would  in  the  prtfent  ftate  of  the  navy  efcape  the 
iinrereft  puntflunent?  Would  not  all  the  officers  and  mariners  ea 
board  the  fliip  fee  that  fuch  a  thing  was  wilfiiUy  done  ?  Would  not 
tfiey  cry  out-^^  You  are  fpringing  the  maft,''  and  prevent  it,  or 
dilcover  the  crime,  and  demand  punfflkment  i 

The  fifth  claufe,  my  Lords,  is  without  any  penal  fan^ooi  and 
Aertfore  cannot  be  cotaiputfive  i  nor  is  any  thing  of  itfiportance  pco« 
pofed  in  it,  which  is  not  already  in  the  power  of  the  Senate.  Either 
Houfe  may  now  demand  an  a.ccount  of  the  ftations  and  employ* 
meats  of  the  ibips  of  war}  noi  does  the  Senate  now  omit  to  exa* 
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OMoe  die  coadod  of  our  naval  affurs,  but  bccauCb  our  attendoft  is 
rfivertod  by  more  iiBportant  emi^oyeionts,  which  will  not  by  diia 
tin  be  cofHraAed  or  fiicilkirt»d» 

TV  Mle  of  the  proyifion  in  the  fixth  claufe)  my  LordS)  I  am  not 
able  to  conceive  i  for  to  what  purpofe,  my  Lords,  '(bould  the  ihips 
»ppoimed  for  any  particular  fervice  be  nominated  at  any  ftated  time  ? 
What  conftquence  qan  fuch  declarations  of  our  dcfigns  producey  but 
ibat  of  tnforviing  our  enemies  what  force  they  ought  to  provide 
againft  us  ?  Ia  war,  my  Lords,  that  commander  has  generally  been 
efteettcd  moft  prudeqr,  who  keeps  his  defigns  molt  fecret,  and 
aAults  ike  eMoiy  in  an  unguarded  quarter,  with  fuperior  aod  im* 
expeAed  ftrengtb. 

In  the  feveoth  claufe,  many  regulations  are  prelcrlbed  to  the  com-^ 
naaders  of  thofe  Qiips  which  are  appointed  to  convoy  the  trading 
vsiieU.  Tbefe  regulations,  my  Lords,  are  not  all  equally  unreafonable, 
but  ibme  of  them  are  fuch  as  it  may  on  many  occafions  be  impoffiblc 
far  the  €«iiii9ianders  of  his  Majefty's  ibips  to  obierve  in  fuch  a  man-* 
Ott  as  that  the  mafiers  of  merchant  ibips  fnay  not  imagine  themfclvei 
ocgleded  or  forfaken.  The  captain  of  the  convoy  may  be  tfaarefbif 
barrafied  by  them  with  profecutions,  in  viFbich  it  may  be  difficult  to 
make  his  iimocenoe  appear.  The  coftvoy  may  be  fomeumes  ac^ 
.OiM  of  deferting  the  traders,  when  Ae  traders  in  reality  have  foz^ 
fthea  die  convoy,  in  confidence  that  they  (bould  either  arrive  iafe  s^ 
ibe  port  without  proledion,  «r  be  able,  if  they  Qiould  b^ppen  to  faU 
iato  the  enemies  hands^  to  charge  ibeir  misfortune  upoa  the  negG^ 
gence  of  their  proteAor. 

The  tiffitth  olauit,  my  Lords,  is  ib  far  from  bcipg  fuch  as  might 
be  SKpcAed  from  merobaM,  that  it  f^ms  rather  to  have  been  drawn 
vp  by  men  yrho  never  faw  the  fea,  nor  heard  Qf  the  violence  of  a 
Aonii.  For  who  that  hai}  tbe0ighteftideaoftheuncertaM9tyandb«sar4 
cf  a  failor's  condition,  who  that  bad  been  ever  told  of  a  (bipwr^cl^ 
or  but  looked  on  the  ptAures  of  naval  diftrefi,  would  pifopofe  thai 
no  (hip  (houU  retire  to  a  harbour,  or  quit  the  ftation  to  which  it  waf 
•ffigned,  eif  tfsy  f$tUn<€  wb^ot^tr  without  permifion,  which  fome*- 
times  could  not  be  obtained  in  many  months,  and  which  x^hvs  qoulfl 
be  jmeived  &oo  enough  to  aUow  of  a  eeo^edy  foi|j[uddon  diCafters,  or 
pmftog  ca^mities.  It  might  with  oqual  leefon  be  enaAed»  that  no 
nao  ihotdd  eictinguilh  a  69^  wbho^t  gn  aft  of/the  Seoatp^  or  x^  ^ 
thief  fipoi  hit  wiodoir*  wUioiit  a  CPmcaifioiM>f  wof^f% 
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It  is  happy,  my  Lords,  that  this  claufe  is  not  enforced  by  a  pe« 
nalty,  and  therefore  can  never  have  the  obligatory  fan^on  of  a 
law ;  but  fince  it  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed,  that  the  authors  of  it 
intended  that  the  obfervation  (hould  be  by  Tome  means  or  other  en- 
joined. Ictus  examine  how  much  fecurity  it  would  add  to  ournavU 
gation,  and  how  much  ftrength  to  our  naval  power,  if  the  breach  of 
it  had  been  made  capital,  which  is  in  itfelf  by  no  means  unreafon- 
able ;  for  what  punifliment  lefs  than  death  can  fecure  the  obfervation 
of  a  law,  which,  without  the  hazard  of  life,  cannot  be  obeyed? 

Let  us  therefore,  my  Lords,  fuppofe  a  crcw*of  gallant  failors  fur-* 
prized  in  their  cruize  by  fuch  a  hurricane  as  is  frequent  in  die  Ame* 
rican  feas,  which  the  higheft  perfection  of  (kill,  and  the  utmoft  cxer« 
tion  of  induftry  has  fcarcely  enabled  them  to  efcape  ;  let  us  confider 
them  now  with  their  mafts  broken,  their  fhip  (battered,  and  their 
artillery  thrown  into  the  fea,  unable  any  longer  eidier  to  oppofe  an 
enemy,  or  to  refifl  the  waveis,  and  yet  forbidden  to  approach  the  land, 
and  cut  off  from  all  poffibility  of  relief,  till  they  have  reprefented 
their  diftrefs  to  fome  diftant  power,  and  received  a  gracious  pemti^ 
(Ion  to  fave  their  lives. 

Mifery  like  this,  my  Lords,  admits  no  exaggeration,  nor  need  t 
dwell  long  on  the  abfurdity  of  eftablifhing  regulations  which  cannot 
be  obferved,  and  which  if  they  were  enforced  by  any  fandions,  pro- 
portioned, as  all  penal  fan£tions  ought  to  be,  to  the  temptations  of 
violating  them,  muft  drive  all  our  failors  into  foreign  fervice,  or^irge 
them,  upon  the  firft  diftrefs,  to  de&inco  of  law,  and  fill  America 
with  pirates,  and  with  rebels. 

By  tlie  ninth  claufe,  my  Lordsi  nothing  is  proposed  btit  a  relaxa- 
tion of  the  prefent  difciplirie.  It  requires,  that  the  comniariders  <X 
ftfps  of  war  fliall  fend  only  once^  in  fix  mohths  thofe  accounts  of 
their  condufl  and  dieir  fervi<;e,  which  they  are  at  prefent  obliged  te 
trahfmit  by  every  (hip  diat  returns  from  America  \  fo  that  by  paffing 
this  bill,  we  ihatl  only  be  difabled  from  receiving  regular  and  fea- 
(enable  informations  of  the  tranfa£tions  of  our  diftant  (quadrons  and 
colonies,  (hall  be  difturbed  with  groundless  fufpiciQns,  and  tortured 
with  unneceflary  fuipence. 

I  have  arrived  jKt  length  at  the  laft  claufe,  a  cltitfe,  my  Lords, 

^worthy  to  be  the  concluding  pai^agraph.  of  a  bill  like  this ;  n  clauie 

•in  ^hicb  the  power  ^f  the  Admiralty  is  communicated  to  die  gover*- 

nors  of  our  colonies  {  men,  117  Lords,  not  hidierto  much  celebnited 
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for  tfadr  fuperior  wifdom,  moderation,  or  integrity;' of  whom  at 
Icaft  it  is  no  reproach  to  aflert,  that  they  are  known  to  be  for  the 
moft  part  wholly  unacquainted  with  maritime  affairs,. and  very  Httte 
bmcd  for  military  knowledge  $  and  of  whom  it  is  above  all  to  be 
confidered,  that  they  generally  commence  merchants  at  their  arrival 
in  America,  and  may  more  probably  dire&  Ihips  fent  to  guard  the 
colonies,  to  fbtions  in  which  they  may  preferve  their  own  vefle^, 
than  to  thoie  where  they  may  contribute  moft  to  the  general  fecuri^ 
of  trade« 

■ 

Thus,  my  Lords,  I  have  examined  without  prejudice  every  para- 
graph of  this  bill,  and  believe  that  from  the  objections  which  I  have, 
made,  it  appears  now  plainly  to  your  Lordihips,  that  all  theTegula*- 
tions  which  are  of  any  ufe,  are  fuch  as  are  already  eftahliChed  by  long 
cuftom,  or  by  former  ftatutes  $  and  fuch  therefore  as  it  is  unnece(> 
iary  to  mention  in  a  new  law)  and  that  whatever  is  here  to  be  found 
new,  is  abfurd,  unintelligible  or  pernicious. 

This  bill,  my  Lords,  is  faid  to  be  founded  onthe  a£k  made  for  the 
iame  purpofe,  in  the  wars  of  the  Queen  Anne  $  but  I  cannot  for^ 
bear  to  obferve,  that  the]  original  law,  though  not  one  of  thofe  to 
wbich  much  of  the  fuccefi  of  that  war  is  to  be  afcribed,  was  drawn 
up  with  more  difcernment  than  the  bill  before  us.  It  was  at  leaft 
iDtdligiblc ;  the  number  of  cruizers  was  limited,  and  it  was  there^ 
fint  pofible  to  know  when  it  was  obeyed  ;  but  of  this  bill!  can  con- 
fidently afiert,  that  as  no  man  can  underftand,  fo  no  man  can 
obferve  it.  .  / 

•  I  have  fpoken  more  largely,  my  Lords,  on  this  occafion,  becaufe 
this  bill  relates  particularly  to  my  prefent  employment,  in  which  as 
I  defire  to  do  my  duty,  I  defire  to  know  it ;  and  furely  1  cannot  be 
condemned  by  your  Lordfliips  for  oppofing  a  bill,  of  which  the  only 
tendency  is  to  make  my  province  difficult,  tp  render  one  part  of  my 
office  inconfiftent  with  another,  and  engage  me  in  the  talk  of  fuper- 
intending  the  execution  of  impraCHcable  meafures. 

What  influence  my  argumeq^  will  have  upon  your  Lordihips,  I 
cannot  fbrcfee.  As  every  man  flatters  himfplf  that  his  own  opinions 
are  right,  I  hope  to  find  this  Houfe  concurring  in  my  fentiments ; 
but  whatever  may  be  the  determination  of  your  Loidfliips,  I  am  fo 
iiilly  convinced  of  the  pernicious  tendency  of  this  bill,  and  the  tm^ 
barraiTments  which  muft  be  produced  by  an  attempt  to  execute  it, 
that  if  it  be  not  rejected  by  this  Heufe,  I  ihall  willingly  refign  my 
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cflieeto  otkftrs  of  mere  courq^,  or  of  gnmtcr  tbilitiet ;  finr  I  call 
have  no  hopes  of  performing  hfy  duty  under  tkefe  reflrifiiDCiS)  dAedt 
to  my  own  honour^  or  to  the  advioitage  of  my  country. 

The  Duke  of  Bedfoud  fpoke  next  to  the  following  cffefi  z^^^My 
Lords,  Though  die  noble  Lord  has  produced  very  Specious  argteieato 
aja;ainft  every  paragraph  of  the  biU  before  us,  and  though  matty  cf 
liis  )obfervations  are  jyft,  and  ibme  of  his  objefikms  not  ealSy  tf»  te 
anfweted,  yet  I  cannot  admit  that  it  will  farodooe  thofe  fatal  confer 
quences  which  he  feems  to  forefee,  nor  am  yet  convinced  that  it  wiM 
-be  either  pernicious  or  afelcfi. 

It  lias  always,  n(iy  Lords,  been  the  prafike  of  Ana  HotJfe»  to 
•otfeend  to  every  propofal  fotr  i^  pdbUc  advantage,  to  cottfidcr  it  , 
without  any  regard  to  the  chara<Ser  of  thofe  by  whom  it  is  ofibod^ 
•and  to  approve  or  rejeA  it  upon  no  od^r  modves  than  diofe  of 
juftice  and  reafon. 

The  Cime  equity  and  pnuience  has  always  in&ucnced  your  Lord^^ 
ihips  to  diftingniih  between  the  feveral  partt  of  the  Cune  UH  s  to 
fijed  thofe  expedients,  of  which,  however  phnifiUe,  eidiercxpertenoe 
tt  miibn  may  difcover  the  impropriety,  «nd  to  tecain  thofe  (mm 
fWbich  any  real  benefit  can  rrafenably  be  oxpeAed.  We  fimidd  never 
Alow  away  gold  becaufe  it  b  mingled  wkh  dro6,'  or  reftife  io  piso^ 
mote  the  happinefs  of  the  m^n,  becaufe  the  expedients  wbi(jh  wire 
,  offered  for  diat  end  happened  to  be  conjoined  wMi  feme  odietfa  Of  ii 
4iipuuUe  nature. 

By  the  profecutton  of  this  method,  a  method,  my  Lords,  too  ra^ 
tkmal  and  juft  to  be  neg)e£ked  or  focgotten,  I  doiAt  not  but  this 
biU^  which,  as  I  fliall  readily  admit,  is  not  yet  perfeft,  may  be  im^ 
|iroved  into  a  law,  from  which  the  nation  will  receive  grdat  advaii«> 
tages,  by  which  ourtitide  wiH  be  extended,  «nd  our  riches  increafed. 

Many  of  the  claufes,  my  Lords,  may  in  my  opinion  admit  of  ah 
^eafy  vindication,  others  may  be  amended  by  very  flight  adterations, 
and  very  few  are  eidier  wholly  ufelefi,  or  manifefUy  improper. 

The  chief  defeft  of  the  firft  daiife  is  fuch,  that  the  noble  Lord  faas,- 
by  declaring  his  difapprobation  of  it,  given  a  very  uncommon  prodf 
of  his  integrity,  difmtereflednefs  and  moderation;  for  it  isimperfeft 
only  by  placing  too  much  confidence  in  the  Admiralty,  which  is  left 
in  full  power  to  determine  the  number  of  cruixers  in  or  near  the 
Channel  and  ibundingt. 
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Tim  nobfe  Lord  haa  ranarkd^  tint  tkc  aft  of  Qtiecn  AaAe^  on 
iriiieli  fbo  prefent  bill  Is  finindedy  eaAed  a  determijiate  mmbef  o& 
fliipt  to  be  emplpfsd  m  this  particular  (ervice,  and  that  it  vaa  ibeit* 
fM»  more  pnidendji  drawn  up  than  the  prefent  bill.  But  1  can^oti 
fee  die  wifdon  of  dhninifliing  the  aulhortty  of  die  Lord  High  M* 
miral;  for  had  that  aft  been  extended  in  the  fiune  mamiec  to  odSM 
ftwices,  it  would  have  left  him  only  the  name  and  fliadQW  of  an 
oJfee^  without  power  ^nd  without  ufe. 

This  daofe,  wj  Lonk,  righdy  underfliood,  is  only  a  declaration 
of  oonfidence  in  bis  Majefty's  officers^  an  evident  conCbffion  of  theit 
abilities  to  difcern  the  inteieft  of  the  public,  and  of  theif  seal  for  the. 
fiofccution  of  it* 

Witk  as  little  leafon,  my  Lords,  can  it  be  obyefted,  that  the  (hips 
sue  required  to  be  careened  three  dmes  a  year.  The  neceffity  of 
caneaing  frequendy  thofe  Aips,^  of  which  the  chief  ule  arifes  from 
Aeir  celefky,  every  fiulov  can  dcdiure  to  your  Lprdfhipi ;  nor  will 
smy  man  whom  his  emplojrments  or  his  amufements  have  made  ac<*t 
qumntad  with  navigation,  aUedge  duit  any  thing  is  propoftd  in  the 
kill  whidi  it  would  not  be  detrimentsd  to  the  public  fervice  to  negleft» 

It  has  been  objeftcd  by  the  noUe  Lord,  diat  th^y  are  diredied  to 
be  careened  efiener^iftben  he  occafim ;  terms  by  which  a  difcretionary 
power  is  implied,  of  which  yet  it  does  not  appear  in  wfaofe  hands  it 
is  lodged.  Let  us  confider,  my  Lords,  what  inconvenience  can  arifo 
from  the  claufe  as  it  now  (lands,  and  what  corruption  or  negligence 
can  be  eitcouraged  by  it. 

The  difcredonary  right  of  bringing  the  (hip  into  the  ports  to  be 
careened  oftener  than  thrice  a  year,  muft  be  without  controverfy 
placed  in  the  captain ;  for  none  but  thofe  that  are  in  the  (hip  can 
difeover  the  neceffity  of  careening  it,  or  know  the  inconvenienctes 
that  are  produced  by  the  adhefion  of  extraneous  fubftances  to  its  fides 
and  bottom. 

I  own,  my  Lords,  it  may  be  objeftcd,  that  every  captain  will  by 
this  daufe  be  furnifhed  with  an  excufe  for  deferring  his  ftation  at 
pleafure ;  that  under  pretence  of  uncommon  ardour  to  purfue  the 
enemy,  he  may  wafte  his  time  in  endlefs  preparations  for  expedition  \ 
chat  he  may  loiter  in  the  port  to  careen  his  (hip  %  that  before  it  is  foul, 
he  may  bring  it  hack  2igain,  and  employ  the  crew  in  the  hxRt  opera^- 
tion ;  and  that  our  merchants  may  be  taken  at  the  moudi  of  the 
harbours  in  which  out  (hips  of  war  lie  to  be  careened* 
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But,  my  Lords,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  in  the  tbtrd  ckufe 
a  eommiffioner  is  appointed,  by  whom  accounts  are  regularly  to  be* 
tranfmitted  to  the  'Admiralty,  of  the  arrival  and  departure  of  every 
fhip,  and  by  whom  the  condud  of  every  captain  is  to  be  infpe^d  ; 
and*that  he  may  eafily  deted  fuch  truant  commanders,  as  (ball  careen 
their  fhips  only  for  the  fake  of  deferting  their  ftations. 

Nor  can  the  merchants  fuffer  by  any  negligence  or  corruption  of 
the  captains,  becaufe  it  is  intended  that  the  place  of  every  (hip  re« 
turning  into  port  fhall  be  fupplied  by  another ;  and  that  the  fame 
number  ihall  be  always  in  the  fame  ftation,  unleis  more  importarilt 
fervice  makes  them  more  neceflary  in  another  place. 

This  provifo,  my  Lords,  a  provifo  undoubtedly  reaiboaUe,  is* 
eftabliflied  in  the  fecond  daiife,  hut  has  not  had  the  good  fortune  to 
efcape  the  cenfure  of  the  noble  Lord,  who  has  enquired.  What  muft 
be  die  conduA  of  the  commanders  of  pniizing  veflels,  if  a  fea^fight 
Ibould  happen  beyond  the  Cape,  which  they  are  in  this  cbnfe  for« 
bidden  to  pafs  i 

That  the  claufe  may  admit  of  expreffions  not  only  more  proper, 
but  more  agreeable  to  the  intention  of  thofe  by  whom  it  was  drawn 
up,  I  cannot  deny ;  for  I  fuppofe  it  very  far  from  their  defign  to  limit 
the  operations  of  our  navy  to  any  part  of  the  ocean,  and  am  confi- 
dent that  they  meant  only  that  the  cruizers  (hould  not  be  difpatched 
to  fuch  a  diftance  from  their  ftations,  as  that  our  coafts  fhould  be 
left  long  unguarded,  or  the  enemy  have  time  to  colle£l  his  forces, 
and  pour  his  navies  or  his  privateers  upon  our  defencele(s  traders. 

If  by  the  commifiioners  mentioned  in  the  third  claufe  \ft  intended 
a  new.  fwarm  of  oiEcers,  the  propofition  is  fuch  as  I  confefs  myfelf 
very  far  from  approving ;  for  it  will  be  to  little  purpose  that  we  pro* 
te£t  the  trade,  if  we  invent  new  commiffioners  to  devour  its  profits ; 
nor  can  we  hope  for  any  other  confequence  from  additional  wealth, 
if  it  be  procured  by  increafing  the  influence  of  the  crown,  but  that 
we  (hould  become  a  more  tempting  prey  to  the  harpies  of  a  court. 

But,  my  Lords,  to  accomplifh  all  that  is  intended  by  this  claufe, 
there  is  not  any  need  of  new  officers ;  for  there  are  not  many  ports 
in  which  ihips  of  war  can  be  commodioufly  careened,  and  perhaps 
there  is  not  one  which  can  be  ufed  for  this  purpofe,  in  which  there  is 
not  already  fome  officer  of  the  crown,  whofe  employment  allows  him 
leifure  fiifficient  for  the  execution  of  a  new  pharge^  and  whofe  prefent 
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fijary  will  afford  an  ample  recompence  for  fome  cafual  addition  of 
employment* 

The  foQith  claufe,  in  which  is  provided  that  no  commander  (hall 
wilfully  fpring  his  maft,  or  deferc  his  ftation,  is  fuch  as  I  (hould  be 
willing,  with  the  noble  Lord;  to  think  unneceflary  -,  but  muft  appeal 
to  your  Lordihips,  whether  the  late  condud  of  the  convoys  has  not 
too  evidently  (hewn  the  defe<^  of  our  prefent  eftablifhment. 

The  injuries,  my  Lords,  which  the  public  may  fuficr  by  the. 
negligence  of  the  commanders  of  the  fbips  of  war,  are  fuch  as  it  i9 
worthy  of  the  legiflat^re  to  obviate  with  the  utmoft  caution ;  and 
therefore  it  is  by  no  means  improper  to  ena£t  a  punifhment  for  thofe 
who  flum  upon  any  falfe  pretences  leave  their  ftation  i  for  tho^^h 
fuch  negled  of  duty  is,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  our  naval  cftabliibmenr, 
coofidered  as  ^ifreputable  and  irregular,  yet  it  does  liot  appoar  that  it: 
has  been  cenfured  with  the  deteftation  which  it  deferves,  or  puni&ed* 
imh  the  i^verity  necefiary  to  its  prevention. . 

It  is  obferved,  my  Lords,  with  relation  jto  the  following,  paragraph,^ 
that  either  Houfe  may  at  prefent  require  accounts  of  the  conduct  qt 
the  captains  of  the  navy,  and  that  therefdre  it  is  unneceflafy  to  p^- 
vide  by  any  new  law,  that  they  fbail  be  laid  before  them  -,  but  if  it^ 
be  confidered,.  my  Lords,  how  many  enquiries  which  we  have  a  right* 
to  oiake^  are  year  after  year  condantly  omitted,  and  how  many  may* 
be  excited  by  curiofity  to  read  accountsr  which  lie  before  them,  who» 
yet  will  not  move  the  Houfe  to  demand  the  accounts,  or  engage  ia< 
the  debate  which  fuch  a  motion  may  produce,  it  will  not  be  tho^ght 
unneceflary  to  provide,  that  they  (hall  be  fubjet^  to  e;(amination  with- 
oi^t  the  formality  of  a  regular  vote. 

As  to  the  fixth  claufe,  my  Lords,  which  regards  the  nomination; 
of  coniEoys  at  a  certain  time,  X  can  difcover  no  reafoi^ble  obje£tion 
to  fuch  a  proviiion,  or  none  that  can  preponderate  againft  the  ad-* 
vantages  which  may  arife  from  it.  fiy  the  certain  eftablifhment  of 
cofivoys,  the  value  of  infurance  may  be  nearly  fixed;  merchants  will 
know  what  confidence  is  to  be  repofed  in  the  force  of  the  (hips,  and, 
what  they  have  perhaps  had  of  late  ^qual  reafon  to  examine,  how 
much  truft  can  h^  placed  in  the  fidelity  of  the  commanders^ 

The  nomixiation  of  convoys,  my  I^ords,  is  in  n^y  .opinion  more 
likely  to  alight  our  enemies,  and  to.  deter  their  attempts,  than  to 
encourage  them  by  the  information  which  it  will  afford  them  v  for. 
JIQt^ing  but  our  own  negligence  can  conceal  from  us  the  naval 
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ftrengtb  of  toy  power  on  earth  ;  and  v^  may  always,  while  we  are 
careful  to  preferve  our  maritime  fuperiority,  proted  our  mercbaats 
fo  powerfully,  that  none  of  our  enemies  (ball  be  incited  'to  attack 
ibem  by  the  Imowledge  of  the  number  and  force  of  the  (hips  appointed 
for  their  defence* 

I  come  now,  my  Lords,  to  the  feventh  claufe;  and  furely  to  afeer- 
tain  the  duties  c(  the  captains  to  whofe  protedion  out  traditig  veflels 
are  entrufted,  cannot  appear  fuperflueus  to  any  of  your  Lordfliips 
who  have  read  the  lifts  of  our  lofies,  heard  the  complaints  of  oiir 
merchants,  or  made  any  enquiry  into  the  condufi  of  our  fea  captains. 
There  is,  I  fear,  too  much  reafon  to  believe,  that  fome  of  them  have, 
with  premeditated  defign,  deferted  the^  traders  in  places  wliere  they 
have  known  tbeiki  mdl  expofed  to  the  incarfions  of  the  enemy ;  and 
it  is  to  die  laft  degree  evident,  that  others  have  manifefted  fuch  coo- 
Itmpt  of  die  merchants,  and  fuch  a  difregard  of  their  intereft,  ai 
may  moft  juftly  expofe  them  to  the  fufpicion  of  very  criminal  aeg|i< 
gence,  of  negligence  which  no  community  can  be  too  watchful 
ugainft,  or  too  feverely  punifli. 

It.  has  bebn  affirmed  by  the  noble  Lord,  that  it  is  not  equitable  to 
ftA>jed  die  commanders  of  convoys  to  penalties  for  the  lols  of  the 
trading  ve(&ls,  which  may  perhaps  either  ralhly  or  negiigendy  quit 
their  protedion.  That  it  is  not  reafonable  to  fubjeS  them  to  penal* 
des,  is  undoubtedly  true  j  bu^  my  Lords,  it  is  far  from  being  equally 
oeruin,  that  it  is  not  juft  to  eicpofe  them  to  a  trial,  in  a  cafe  in  which 
it  muft  be  almoft  impoffible  to  determine  fidfely }  in  a  cafe  where 
the  crews  of  perhaps  twenty  ftiips  may  be  called  as  witneflesofdieir 
conduct,,  and  where  none  but  thofe  whofe.ibip  is  loft  can  be  wider 
the  leaft  temptation  to  oficr  a  falie  teftimony  againft  «hem« 

On  this  ocoafion,  my  Lords,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  obviate 
die  objection  produced  by  the  feeming  omiffion  of  penal  fendiofit, 
which  is  only  another  proof  of  implicit  confidence  in  the  officers  of 
the  Admiralty,  who  have  already  the  power,  allowed  to  militKy 
courts^  of  proceeding  againft  thofe  who  (hall  deviate  from  their  or-<> 
ders*  This  power,  which  is  in  a  great  degree  dtfcretionary,  it  w^^ 
thought  improper  to  limit,  by  afcertaining  die  puniiinient  of  crimes, 
which  fo  m^ny  circumiUnces  may  aggravate  or  diminilh  ;  and  there* 
fore,  in  my  opinion,  this  claufe  is  ht  from  being  fo  defe^ve  as  the 
noble  I^rd  reprefented  it« 

Tbt 


A.  174^}  TRADl    AND    HAVIOATION.  lOf 

The  dme  kit  dinikty  by  which  ^  fliip»  iA  America  uc  prohibited 
to  kave  their  flttion,  by  which  it  is  required  that  ftccounts  flioukt  be 
once  ill  fix  months  tranfmitted  to  the  Admiralty,  and  by  which  the 
Captains  are  fnlijeAed  to  the  command  ofihe  gorernors  of  our  colo* 
mes,  arc  in  my  opnion  julHy  to  be  oenfured.  Hie  iirft  is  impoflibic 
to  be  obfervcd,  llw  fecond  is  unneceilaryy  and  die  third  will  probably 
pfwhiee  more  inconveniencies  dian  benefits. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  I  have  endeavoured  to  (hew,  that  this  bHI,  thouglk 
Bot  perie£k,  is  jtt  fuch  as  with  ibme  emendatbns  may  produce  great 
advanti^es  to  the  traders  of  this  empire.  For  though  it  ia  undoubt* 
ediy  ^  jttft  obfenration,  that  the  fiicccfr  of  military  attempts  cannot 
be  promoted  by  rigid  reftridions  and  minute  regalatioos,  yet  it  is 
equsily  certain,  that  no  nation  has  yet  been  b  fortunate  as  to  be  farvtd 
by  men  of  integrity  fiiperior  to  laws,  or  of  wUdom  fiiperior  to  in- 
fttii£lioas ;  and  etery  govermiiept  has  found  it  neceflary  to  direft  the 
coodttft  of  its  officers  by  general  rules,  though  they  have  been  al^ 
lowed  to  comply  with  pardeidar  drcumfbuiccs,  and  to  give  way  to 
ibdden  accidents.    4 

I  tlmifc  St  thcrtfoce,  my  Levis,  neceflary  to  propoTe,  that  this  bill 
fliall  be  more  particularly  Examined  in  a  comfhittee,  that  after  hav- 
ing received  the  neceflary  explanations  and  amendments,  it  may  be 
leferred  again  to  the  other  floufe. 

Lord  DsL  AWARfc  rofe  next,  and  fpoke  to  the  purpofe  following : 
•^My  Lords,  The  noble  Duke  has,  by  his  arguments  m  favour  of 
this  bill,  given  a  very  eminent  proof  of  great  abilmes ;  he  has  fliewn 
cftfy  claufe  in  that  Kght  which  may  leaft  cxpofe  to  view  its  impro- 
prieties and  defe£ls  ^  but  has  at  )en^  only  fliewn,  that  it  is  not  im- 
poffible  to  mallse  a  ufirful  law,  for  die  purpofes  mentioned  in  the  tide 
of  this  bill  $  not  that  any  of  the  expedients  now  propofed  will  afibrd 
the  defired  advantage  to  die  public,  or  obviate  any  of  the  inconve- 
niencies of  which  the  traders  have  been  fo  long  and  fo  importunately 
complaining. 

This  biB,  my  Lords,  is  indeed  founded  upon  a  law  made  in  a 
reign  celebrated  for  the  wifdom  of  our  conduct  and  the  fuccefe  of  our 
arms ;  but  it  will  not,  I  fiippofe,  be  aflertcd,  that  nothing  was  even 
in  diat  period  ill  conduded ;  nor  will  it  be  an  argument,  fufficient 
for  the  jvftification  of  an  expedient,  that  it  was  praftifcd  in  the 
vi^rious  reign  of  (^een  Anne. 

If 
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If  «re  enquire  into  th^  confequences  of  that  bw»  we  (ball  find  no 
iuducement  to  revive  it  on  this  or  any  future  occafion.  For  it  had 
no  other  e&St  than  that  of  expofiAg  us  to  our  enemies  by  dividing 
our  forces ;  a  difad  vantage  of  which  we  foon  found  the  eiFeds,  by  the 
loTs  of.  two  large  (hips  of  ieventy  guns^  and  of,  a  multitude  of  trading 
veflelS)  which)  by  that  diminution  of  our  naval  arinaraent,  neceflarily 
fell  into  the  hands  of  privateers  and  (mail  cruisers,  that  ravaged  the 
qpean  without  fear  or  moleftation» 

^^  If  we  examine  the  preient  eftabU(hment  of  our  navy,  my  L(Onis« 
it  will  be  difcovered,  that  nothing  is  propoied  in  thif  bill  which  is  not 
more  efficacioufly  performed  by  the  methods  now  in  ufe^  and  more 
judici9ufly  eftabli(hed  by  laws,  of  which  long  experience  has  (hewn 
the  u(efulne(s*  This,  my  Lords,  will  eafily  appear  from  the  perudd 
pf  the  orders  which  every  commandpr  of  a  convoy  regularly  r^^ives, 
an4  of  the  printed  rules,  eftabli(be^  by^his  Majefty  in  council,  for  the 
royal  navy*  . 

In  theie,  my  Lords,  much  more  is  comprehended  than  can  pro-* 
perly  be  inferred  in  a  law  not  occafionally  variable  ^  nor  do  I  ibink, 
any  thing  omitted  which  an  experienced  and  candid  enquirer  will 
think  ttfeful  to  the  increafe  of  our  xuval  ftrength,  ornecefTary  to  the 
protedion  of  our  commerce^ 

In  confidering  this  bill,  I  (hall  not  trouble  your  Lordfliips  with  a 
minute  confideration  of  every  (ingle  paragraph,  though  every  para- 
graph might  furni(h  opportunity  for  auum^dverfiions ;  bi^t  flydl  con* 
tent  myfelf  with  endeavouring  to  eyince  the  reafomablcn^  of  fome 
of  the  objedions  made  by  the  noble  Lprd  whoi  fpoJce  firft,  and  en* 
forcing  his.  opinion  with  fuch  arguments  as  have  occurred  to  me, 
though  indeed  it  requires  no  uncommon  fagacity  to  difcover,  or 
(iiperipr  (kill  in  ratiocination  to  prove,  that  where  this  bill  will  pro* 
duce  any  alteration  in  our  pref|:nt  fcheme,  it  will  manifeftly  change 
it  for  the  worfe. 

For  furely,  my  Lords,  it  will  not  be  neceilary  to  (hew,  by  any 
elaborate  and  refined  re^fonlng,  the  abfurdity  of  confining  cruizers 
to  particular  ftations,  with  an  abfolute  prohibition  to  depart  from 
them,  whatever  may  be  the  certainty  of  deftru£Uon,  or  profped  oC 
advantage. 

If  the  intention  of  cruising  (hips  is  to  annoy  the  enemies  of  tl^jc 
nation,  ought  they  to  b^  deprived  of  th^  liberty  of  purfuing  them,  t 

If 
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1/  they  are  defigtied  for  the  protedion  of  our  merchsmts,  oiiift  they 
not  be  allowed  to  attend  them  till  they  are  out  of  danger?  , 

Every  one^  my  Lords,  has  had  opportunities  of  obferving,  that 
diere  are  men  who  are  wholly  engrofied  by  the  prefent  moment,  and 
who,  if  they  can  procure  immoderate  profit,  or  ^fcape  any  impend- 
ing danger,  are  without  the  leaft  folicitude  with  regard  to  fut^irky, 
aod  who,  therefore,  live  only  by  the  hour,  without  any  general  fcb^me 
tf  condud,  or  folid  foundation  of  lafting  h^ppinefs,  and  who  confe« 
quently  are  forever  obliged  to  vary  their  meafures,  and  obviateieiitcry 
new  accident  by  fome  new  contrivance. 

By  men  of  this  difj^fition,  my  Lords,  a  temper  by  which  they  are 
» certainly  very  little  qualified  for  legiflators  the  bill  now  before  us 
feems  to  have  been  drawn  up,  for  their  attention  is  evidently  £o  ea* 
gaged  by  the  prefent  occurrences,  that  there  is  no  place  left  for  any 
regard  to  diftant  contingencies..  The  copclu/ion  of  this ;  war  is  to 
them  the  period  of  human  exiftehce,  the  end  of  all  difcord  and  all- 
policy.  They  confider  Spain  as  the  only  enemy  with  whom  we  caa 
ever  be  at  variance,  and  have  therefore  drawn  up  a  law,  a  law  with- 
out any  limitation  of  time,  to  enable  us  to  oppofe  her.  They  have 
with  great  induilry  and  long  fearches  difcovered,  that  cruisers  on  thiy 
fide  Cape  Finifterre,  may  be  of  ufe  againft  the  Spaniards,  and  pro- 
pofe  therefore,  that  in  all  times  of  war  they  are  to  be  difpatched  to 
that  individual  ftation,  though  we  ihould  be  engaged  in  difputes  with 
the  Northerki  Crowns,  or  fit  out  fleets  to  mak^  couquefts  in  the 
Eaft  Indies. 

In  all  our  wars,  my  Lords,  howerer  judicioufly  concerted  and 
however  happily  concluded,  the  pleafures  of  fuccefs  have  been  abated 
by  the  mortification  of  lofles,  and  fome  complaints  have  been  at  all 
times  mingled  ^ith  the  fhouts  of  triumph.  How  much  foever  the 
glory  of  the  nation  has  been  elevated,  the  fortunes  of  particular 
peribns  have  been  impaired,  and  thofe  have  never  thought  themfelves 
lecompenfed  by  the  general  advantages  of  the  public,  who  have  fuf- 
fercd  by  the  ac^uifition  of  them  ^  they  have  always  imagined  them- 
felves marked  out  for  ruin  by  malevolence  and  refentment,  and  have 
concluded  that  thoie  dilaflers  which  fell  upon  them  only  by  the  com* 
mon  chance  of  war,  were  brought  on  them  by  negligence  or  defign. 

The  lofles  of  our  merchants  in  the  prefent  war  muft  be  acknow« 
ledg^  to  have  been  more  than  common,  but  if  we  examine  accurately 
into  the  caufes  that  may  be  afligned  for  fo  great  a  number  of  captures, 

we 
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tre  fliaU  find!  them  fiich  as  this  law  will  bave  no'tendency  to  remove^ 
fuch   as  might  be   eafily  imagmed  before  (he   commencement  of' 
hoftiiities,  and  fuch  as  it  will  be  extremely  difficott  on  any  fotare 
oceafion  of  the  fame  kind,  to  hinder  from  producing  the  fame  tffeds. 
The  firft  and  greateft  caafe,  my  Lords,  of  the  number  of  our 
loflfcs,  is  die  number  of  our  fiitps,  which' cannot  all  be  fiificiendy 
prote£ked.    The  extent,  therefore,  of  our  commerce,  in  proportion 
to  that  of  our  enemies,  expoies  us  to  douUe  difad vantage  -,  we  Bscef> 
iarily  lie  open  in  more  parts  to  the  depredati<H)s  of  privateers,  and 
have  no  encouragement  to  attempt  reprifals,  becaufe  they  have  few 
ftiips  of  value  to  be  feised.    The  profit  of  our  commerce  naturally 
vritbkolda  our  failors  fi^om  our  (hips  of  war,  and  mdces  part  of  our ' 
navy  an  idle  ihow  i  the  certainty  of  plunder  incites  them  to  tura 
their  merchant  (hips  into  cruifer^,  and  to  fuipend  their  trade  for  mors 
profitable  emplcqmient.    Thus  they  at  once  increafe  the  number  of 
ptundererS)  and  take  away  from  us  the  opportumty  of  repairing  our 
loflEbs  by  the  fame  practice. 

And,  my  Lords,  if  the  lofles  of  our  merchants  have  been  greater 
than  in  former  wars,  our  trade  is  more  extenfive,  and  our  fliips  far 
snore  mmierous.  Nor  is  it  to  be  forgotten  that  a  very  important 
part  of  our  commerce  is  carried  on  before  the  eyes  of  the  Spaniards^ 
fo  that  they  may  iflue  out  upon  our  merchants  from  their  own  coaftSi 
and  retire  immediately  beyond  danger  of  purfuit. 

But,  my  Lords,  neither  the  ittuation  of  Spain,  nor  the  extent  of 
our  commerce,  would  have  made  this  war  fo  deftru&ive,  had  not  our 
merchants  fomctimes  facilitated  the  attempts  of  our  enemies  by  dieir 
own  negligence  or  avarice. 

I  have  been  infoirmed,  my  Lords,  that  as  the  mafters  of  trading 
veflels  complain  of  having  been  deferted  by  their  convoys,  tlie 
captains  of  the  fliips  of  war  have,  in  their  turn,  exhibited  fuch  re* 
prefentations  of  the  condud  of  the  trading  mafters,  as  may  prove  dist 
their  caution  is  not  proportioned  to  their  clamour,  and  that  in  bow- 
ever  melancholy  terms  they  may  recount  the  miferies  of  captivity,  the 
calamities  of  ruined  families,  and  the  interruption  of  the  trade  of 
Britain,  they  will  not  endeavour  to  efcape  their  enemies  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  much  circumfpcdion,  and  that  the  profpcd  of  no  large 
profit  will  be  fufiicient  to  over-balance  the  danger  of  thofe  evils  which 
they  fo  pathe;tca!ly  lamentt 

It 
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k  is  net  uncbmnioB,  oiy  Lords  wbei  Art  fleet  has  entered  the 
open  feu,  for  the  traders  to  ttke  dtfeivnt  courfes  both  from  tbe 
convey  and  fbom  each  other,  and  to  diJperfe  themfelves  beyond  the 
ffJMkf  of  reeeiving  affiftaoce  m  danger  cr  diftrefe,  and  what 
wonder  is  it  if  part  of  them  be  ^oft,  fince  only  {nrt  of  them  can  be 

fr«te6fed  ? 

It  may  be  imagined,  my  Lords,  diat  th»  is  only  an  cxctt&  fingpd 
hf  the  commanders  to  coyer  their  own  negligence  or  treachery.  It 
«^  be  aiked,  wkit  medves  cooU  bduce  tfae  merchants  to  expofe 
thmAlves  to  ttHflKceffivy  dangers,  or  what  proois  they  have  ever 
gifen  of  hdk  wiM  ne^enoe  of  thehr  own  intereft  or  fiifety,  as  that 
they  IhouU  be  iiiifie£Uid  of  mftuog  preciftftatdy  into  the  jaws 
•f  npine  ? 

This,  my  Lords,  is  an  ot)e6bon  fpecious  ia  itfdf,  and  futh  as 
thoft  who  have  Ml  onquMcd  into  die  prefent  Ante  of  our  crafidc  uriH 
M  yferj  readUy  diico««r  to  be  Macious.;  but  it  may  eafily  be  i«^ 
Boved,  by  Aewiiig  ifaai  the  danger  of  beii^  taken  by  the  eneoiy  is 
geoeraily  not  io  great  to  thofe  who  have  the  dnvAion  of  the  fliip  as  it 
is  coauaaonly  b^ieved. 

By  the  farefirnt  cuftom  of  iofiiravice,  my  Lonli,  the  aMrcbant 
cxenpts  hifilfelf  from  the  haaard  of  groat  lofles,  and  if  he  infures  b 
much  of  the  ralue  of  the  Chip  and  cargo,  that  the  cfasnoe  of  arriving 
&ft  at  market  is  equivalent  to  the  reasiaining  part,  what  ftudl  hinder 
him  ffom  f  raffing  fbrwanl  at  aU  events,  and  dire^iig  his  courfe  in- 
trepidly through  feas  crowded  with  enemies  I 

It  is  woU  }uiotir9»  my  irovda,  that  diere  is,  in  a  great  part  of  man- 
kind, a  fecvet  malignity,  which  makes  one  imwilling  to  contribute  to 
ibe  advantage  of  another,  icven  when  his  own  intereft  will  liiffiBr  no 
dioinution  ;  nor  is  it  to  be  imagined  that  this  difpofition  is  Ie6  pre-i- 
damioant  in  traders  than  in  the  odter  clafles  of  the  commonity, 
tboiigh  it  is  exerted  on  different  occafions.  The  envy  of  one  part  of 
mankind  is  excited  byxepulatibn,  •or  intereft,  or  dignity,  or  power* 
The  trader,  for  the  moft  part,  envies  nothing  but  money,  in  winch 
be  has  been  taught  bpm  his  infancy  chat  every  human  excellence  is 
contprehended,  and  contribuaes  to  the  iacreaie  Of  the  richea  of 
soother,  with  the  fame  unwillingnefs  vritb  which  a  Ibldier  would 
concur  in  the  advancement  of  an  inferior  officer  to  a  foft  of  higher 
suik  and  authprity  than  his  own. 

For  this  voafoa,  my  Lords,  them  ia  ^nrraSy  a  malevolence  in  the 
oerchant  againft  the  infurer,  whom  hie  confiders  as  an  idle  cater^ 

pillcr. 
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filler,  living  without  induftry  npdn  die  labours  of  others,  and^  there- 
fore,  when  he  lays  down  die  fum  ftipulated  for  fecuritj,  he  is  almoft 
in  fufpence,  whether  he  (hould  not  prefer^  the  lofs  of  the  remaining 
part  of  the  value  of  bis  veflel  to  the  mortification  of  filing  the  infurer 
enjoy  that  money,  which  fear  and  caution  have  influenced  him  to  pay* 
Thts^  difpofition,  undoubtedly,  inclines  him  to  proceed  with  lefs 
regard  to  bis  own  fecurity,  and  betrays  him  into  dangers  which  it 
was  at  leaft  poffible  to  avoid  ;  for  to  what  purpofe,  iays  he,  haive  I  in« 
fured  my  ihtp  if  I  am  not  to  be  fet  free  from  die  neceffity  of  anxiety 
and  caution  ?  If  I  arrive  (afeiy  at  the  port,  I  (hall  difpofe  of  my  com- 
modities with  uncommon  advantage ;  if  I  mifcarry,  the  infurer  will 
at  leaft  fuiFer  with  me,  and  be  defervedly  puniflied  for  his  fttQ>icions 
and  extortion* 

I  doubt  not  but  fome  of  your  Lordibips  will  imagine,  thkt  I  am 
now  indulging  chimerical  fpeculations,  that  I  am  afcribing  great 
force  to  weak  motives,  and  fuppofing  men  to  a£k  upon  principles 
which,  in  reality,  never  operated  in  the  human  breaft*  When  I  think 
difadvantageoufly  of  others,  my  Lords,  I  am  indeed  always  defirous 
to  find  myfelf  miftaken,  and  (hall  be  pleafed  to  hear  on  this  occafioa 
from  any  of  your  Lordfliips,  who  have  converfed  at  large  among 
mankind,  that  it  is  not  common  for  one  man  to  negled  his  own  in<^ 
tereft  for  fear  of  promoting  that  of  another.  In  the  prefent  queftton, 
my  Lords,  I  have  only  fuppoied  that  envy  may  be  one  motive  among 
many,  and  wi(h  its  influence  were  fo  fmall,  as  that  it  might  have 
been  lefs  proper  to  mention  it. 

'  The  pradice  of  infurance,  my  Lords,  whether  it  contributes  or 
not  to  the  number  of  the  captures,  undoubtedly  increafes  the  clamour 
which  they  occafion ;'  for  as  the  lofs  is  extended,  the  complaint  is 
multiplied,  and  both  the  merchant  and  infurer  take  the  liberty  of 
cenfuring  the  condu<^  of  die  naval  ofiicers,  and  of  condemning  the 
meafures  of  the  government.  The  miniftry  is  charged  with  negled- 
ingthe  protection  of  commerce,  with  oppreffing  the  merchants,  and 
with-  conniving  at  the  enemies  preparations,  that  diey  who  moft 
eagerly  folicited  the  war,  may  be  the  firft  that  fhall  repent  it. 

•  Another  caufe  of  the  frequency  of  our  lofles  in  the  prefent  war,  is 
the  general  circulation  of  intelligence  throughout  Europe,  by  which 
it  is  made  iippoflible  to  conceal  from  our  enemies  die  ftate  of  out 
armies,  our  navies,  or  our  trade.  Every  regiment  that  is  raifed, 
every  Ibip  that  is  built,  every  fleet  of  trading  veflUs  that  lies  waiting 

•   •  for 
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for  the  wind,  is  minutely  regiftered  in  the  papers  of  the  we^k,  and  ac- 
counts of  it  tranfmitted  to  every  nation  of  the  worid,  where  curiofity 
or  intereft  will  pay  for  information.  The  Spaniards,  therefore^'  need 
only  regulate  their  fehemes  according  to  their  inftru^ons  from 
Britain,  and  watch  thofe  fleets  which  are  frequently  fent  out,  for 
they  may  be  confident  that'fome  mafters  will  wander  from  their  pro- 
feftors,  enticed  by  avarice,  negligence,  or  temerity,  and  that  they 
fliatl'  have  opportunities  of  enriching  themfelves  without  the  neceffitj 
of  engaging  the  convoy. 

To  proted  fliips  which  are  to  be  fteered  each  at  the  will  of  the 
mafter,  is  nolefs  impoflible,  myLord$,  than  to  conduft  an  army  of 
which  every  private  man  is  at  liberty  to  march  according  to  his  own 
caprice,  to  form  and  purfue  his  Own  plan  oif  operation,*  and  to  difpute 
and  iieglka  the  orders  of  his  leader.  Nor  is  it  mcf  e  reafonable  to 
kk^eA  the  captains  of  the  (hips  of  war  to  penalties  for  the  lofs  of  a 
veRel,  over 'which  they  have  no  audiority,  than  to  require  from  an 
officer  in  the  army  an  account  of  the  lives  of  mep,  who  pertflied  bj 
difobeying  his  commands. 

In  my  opinion,  my  Lords,  we  might,  with  fiir  greater  probability 
ofHicceis,  revive  a  precedent  th^t  may  be  found  in  the  reign  of  King 
William,  in  which  it  was  appointed  by  an  order  of  council,  that  the 
name  of  every  (hip  which  went  out  with  a  convoy  (hould  be  regiftered, 
and  that  the  owners  ihould  give  fecurity  to  provide  a  fufficient  number 
of  arms  and  a  proper  quantity  of  ammunition  to  affift  the  Imperial 
fliips  in  annoying  or  repelling  the  enemy ;  with  one  injundlion  more 
of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  efficacious  proteAion  of  our  com- 
merce, and  which,  therefore,  in  every  war  ought  to  be  repeated  and 
enforced ;  an  injundion  by  which  the  mafters  of  the  fiiips  of  trade 
were  required  to  obey  the  diredions  of  the  commander  of  the  convoy. 

That  fome  meaAres  ought  to  be  concerted  for  the  preFervation  oT 
«ttr  trade- 1  am  very  far  from  denying,  and  (hall  -  willingly  concur  in 
liich  as  fliall  to  mp  appear  likely  to  promote  the  end-  propofed-  by 
ihem.  Our  lolfei;,  my  Lords,  are  undoubtedly  great,  though  I  be- 
lieve far  lefs  than  they  arc  reported  by  difcontent  and  malevolence ; 
Air  if  a  Qiip  be  delayed  by  an  accidental  hindrance,  or  kept  back  by 
contrary  winds  for  a  few  days,  there  arc  men  fo  watchful  to  fnatcfa 
every  opportunity  of  -reproaching  the  meafures  of  the  government, 
that  a  clamour  is  immediately  railed,  the  fbip  is  taken,  the  merchants 
Mt  lkcrifi<:ed,  and  the  nation  betrayed. 

While 
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WbSe  lbk  rt$oH  i»  coav«yfd  from  one  coaoodier,  and  like  other 
laUboodft  incveafiog  in  its  ivogrefs,  while  every  man  addi  foai«  cIn 
cumftMce  ef  exaggeration,  or  feme  new  proof  of  the  treachery  of  the 
miniftry,  the  fliip  enters  the  port»  and  puts  an  end  indeed  to  the 
tnxiety  of  the  owners  and  lofurers,  but  by  no  means  pacifies  the  peo- 
ple, or  removes  their  prejudices  againft  the  condu<3  of  their  goverr 
nors ;  for  as  no  nun  acknowledges  himfelf  the  firft  author  of  the 
report,  no  maii  thinks  bimfelf  under  any  obligation  to  retrafl  or  con* 
fiite  it,  and  the  paffions  ot  the  multitude,  being  once  in  commotioo, 
cannot  be  calmed  befon^  another  opportunity  of  the  iame  kind  mty 
be  offiired  for  agitating  them  afrefli. 

To  the  eiqpeAations  of  the  people,  my  Lords,  it  is  always  proper 
10  have  fome  regard,  nor  is  there  any  ?aluable  ufe  of  power  but  d»t 
of  promoting  htppinefs,  and  preventing  or  removing  calamitiesi  hot 
we  are  not  to  endeavour  to  pacify  them  by  the  appearance  of  redreiii 
which,  in  reali^,  will  only  increaie  thoie  evils  of  which  they  coop 
pkun|~  nor  to  depreis  the  reputation  of  this  Allembly  by  paffiog  hws 
which  the  experience  of  a  fingle  month  will  prove  to  be  of  no  ufe. 

Of  this  kind,  my  Lords,  the  bill  now  before  us  has  been  ibewa  by 
the  noble  Lord  that,  ipoke  firft  on  this  occafio%  by  whom  every 
cbufe  has  been  difcovered  to  be  either  defeftive  or  unaooeflary,  mi 
who  has  evinced,  beyond  all  poffibility  of  reply^  that  the  regulsMH 
bete  propofed  can  be  divided  ouly  into  two  kinds,  of  which  one  k 
already  eftabliflied  either  by  law  or  fircfcriptioin,  and  die  other  csaiMt 
be  admitted  without  apparent  injury  both  to  our  navy  and  our  trsde. 

Part  of  the  claules  the  noble  Duke  has  indeed  attempted  to  delro4» 
but  has  been  obliged  by  his  regard  to  reafon  and  to  tcutbt  to  askr 
iiich  conceffipns,  as  are,  in  my  opinion,  fufficient  arguments  for  tbr 
lejcAion  of  the  bill*  He  has  admitted  of  almoft  every  claufe  thet  ii; 
IS  imperfiifi,  that  it  may  be  amended  by  farther  confideratioo,  to' 
that,  though  not  wholly  to^  be  n^ieAed,  it  yet  requires  fome  far^MT 
improvclkients  to  become  efieftual  to  the  advantage  of  our  menchaM* 

The  three  taft  claules  his  natural  abilities  and  juft  difcernmeot  i0r 
mediately  ihe  wed  him  to  be  indefenfiUe,  and  he  has  too  much  tepii 
to  the  itfftieft  of  his  country  to  attempt  the  vindication  of  a  bil|| 
which  could  not  be  pafled  widkout  weakening  it  by  impairing  iti 
awal  forcct  and  yet  more  ficnfiUy  by  diminiQiing  the  lef  utationof  19 
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I  hope  therefore,  my  Lords,  that  I  fhall  not  undergo  the  common 
cenfure  of  difregard  to  our  commercial  intereft,  or  be  ranked  amongft 
the  enemies  of  the  merchants,  though  I  declare,  that  in  my  opinion, 
this  bill  ought  to  be  rejected  as  unneceflary  and  injudicious,  and  that 
we  (hould  only,  by  confidering  in  a  committee  what  no  connderation 
can  amend,  wafte  that  time  in  a  fruitlefs  attempt,  which  may  be  fpent 
much  more  ufefully  upon  other  fubjeds. 

Lord  Carteret  fpoke  next  to  the  following  -  purpofe  :-«-My 
Lords',  though  I  do  not  approve  equally  of  every  part  of  the  bill  now 
before  us,  though  I  think  fome  of  the  provifions  unneceflary,  others 
unKkely  to  produce  any  beneficial  efTeSs,  and  fome  already  eftabliflied 
by  former  afts  of  the  Senate,  or  rules  of  the  Admiralty,  yet  I  cannQt 
agree  with  the  noble  Lord  that  it  is  unworthy  of  farther  confideration. 

In  my  opinion,  my  Lords,  it  is  neceflary,  for  many  reafons,  to 
amend  this  bill  rather  than  reje£l  it ;  and  I  hope,  that  when  I  (hall 
have  laid  before  you  the  refult  of  thofe  enquiries,  and  thofe  reflections 
which  I  have  made  on  this  occafion,  your  Lordihips  will  judge  it  not 
improper  to  refer  it  to  a  committee. 

Nothing,  my  Lords,  is  more  neceflary  to  the  legiflature  than  the 
afFe£lion  and  efteem  of  the  people ;  all  government  confifts  in  the 
authority  of  the  few  over  the  many^  and  authority,  therefore,  can  be 
founded  only  on  opinion,  and  mud  always  fall  to  the  ground,  when 
that  which  fupports  it  is  taken  away. 

For  this  reafon,  my  Lords,  it  is  worthy  of  this  raoft  auguft  and 
awful  Afllembly,  to  endeavour  to  convince  the  people  of  our  folicitude 
for  their  happinefs  and  our  compaflion  for  their  fufFcrings,  left  we 
(hould  feem  elevated  by  the  cafual  advantages  of  birth  and  fortune 
above  regard  to  the  lower  claflcs  of  mankind,  lefl:  we  (hould  feem 
exalted  above  others  only  to  negle£l  them,  and  inverted  with  power 
only  to  exert  it  in  ads  of  wanton  oppreiEon,  left  high  rank  Hiould  in 
time  produce  hatred  rather  than  reverence,  and  fuperiority  of  fortune 
only  tempt  rapine  and  excite,  rebellion. 

The  bill  now  under  our  Confideration,  my  Lords,  cannot  be  rc- 
jcftcd  without  danger  of  exafperating  the  nation,  without  affording 
to  the  difcontentcd  and  malevolent  an  opportunity  of  reprefenting  this 
Houfe  as  regat'dtefs  of  the  public  miferies,  and  deaf  to  the  cries  of  our 
fellow-fufajefis  languiflung  in  captivity  and  mourning  in  poverty. 
The  melancholy  and  dejeded  will  naturally  conceUe  us  inebriated 
with  affluence,  and  elated  with  dignity,  endeavouring  to  remove  from 
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our  eyes  every  fpe£tacle  of  miferyy  and  to  turn  aflde  from  thofe  la- 
mentations which  may  interrupt  the  enjoyment  of  our  felicity. 

Nor  indeed  can  it  be  juftly  faid,  that  fuch  reprefentations  are 
without  grot^nds,  when  we  confider  the  important  occafion  on  which 
this  bill  is  drawn  up,  the  bitternefs  of  thofe  calamities  which  it  is 
intended  to  redrefs,  and  the  authority  by  which  it  is  recommended 
to  us. 

It  may  naturally  be  expelled,  my  Lords,  that  the  title  of  a  bill  for 
the  prote£tiqn  and  fecurity  of  trade  fhould  raife  an  uncommon  degree 
of  ardour  and  attention  ;  it  might  be  conceived  that  every  Lord  in  this 
Houfe  would  be  ambitious  of  (ignalifing  his  zeal  for  the  intereft  of  his 
country,  by  propofing,  on  this  occafion,  every  expedient  which  ex- 
perience or  information  had  fuggefted  to  him,  and  that  inftead  of 
letting  ourfelves  free  from  the  labour  of  enquiry  and  the  anxiety  of 
deliberation,  by  raifing  objections  to  the  bill  and  reje£Ung  it,  we 
ihould  labour  with  unanimous  endeavours  and  incefiant  affiduity  to 
fupply  its  defeats,  and  correal  its  improprieties,  to  fhew  that  a  defiga 
fo  benefical  can  never  be  propofed  to  us  without  eiFe£l,  and  that  when- 
ever we  find  honeft  zeal  we  fhall  be  ready  to  affifl  it  with  judgment 
and  experience. 

Companion  might  likewife  concur  to  invigorate  our  endeavours  on 
this  occafion.  For  who,  my  Lords,  can  reflect  on  families  one  day 
flourifhing  in  affliience,  and  contributing  to  the  general  profperity  of 
their  country,  and  on  a  fudden,  without  the  crime  of  extravagance 
or  negligence,  reduced  to  penury  and  diftrefs,  harralled  by  creditors, 
and  plundered  by  the  vultures  of  the  law,  without  vri(hing  that  fuch 
misfortunes  might  by  fome  expedient  be  averted  ?  But  this,  my  Lords, 
is  not  the  only  nor  the  greatcft  calamity,  which  this  bill  is  intended  to 
prevent.  The  lofs  of  wealth,  however  grievous,  is  yet  iefe  to  be 
dreaded  than  that  of  liberty,  and  indigence  added  to  captivity  is  the 
higheft  degree  of  human  mifcry.  Yet  even  this,  however  dreadful,  is 
now  the  lot  of  multitudes  of  our  fellow- fubjedts,  who  are  languifliing 
f^iih  want  in  the  prifons  of  Spain. 

Surely,  my  Lords,  every  propofal  muftbc  well  received  that  intends 
the  prevention  or  relief  of  calamities  lilce  thefe.  Surely  the  ruin  of  its 
merchants  muft  alarm  every  trading  nation,  nor  can  a  Britifh  Senate 
fit  unconcerned  at  the  captivity  of  thofe  men  by  whom  liberty  is 
chiefly  fupport*!. 

Of 
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Of  the  •importance  of  the  merchants,  by  whom  this  bill  is  recom- 
mended to  our  conflderation,  and  by  whofe  influence  it  has  already 
pafied  the  other  Houfe,  it  is  not  necellary  to  remind  your  Lord(hips» 
who  know,  that  to  this  clafs  of  men  our  nation  is  indebted  for  all 
the  advantages  that  it  poflelles  above  thofe  which  we  behold  with 
compaifion  or  contempt,  for  Its  wealth  and  power,  and  perhaps  for 
its  liberty  and  civility.  To  the  merchants,  my  Lords,  we  owe  that 
our  name  is  known  beyond  our  own  coafts,  and  that  our  influence  is 
not  confined  to  the  narrow  limits  of  a  fingle  ifland. 

Lfet  us  not  therefore,  my  Lords,  reje£t  with  contempt  what  is  pro* 
pofed  and  folicited  by  men  of  this  clafs  ;  men  wboie  experience  and 
knowledge  cannot  but  have  enabled  them  to  offer  fomething  ufeful 
and  important,  though  perhaps  for  want  of  acquaintance  with  former 
laws,  they  n^ay'have  imagined  thofe  provifions  now  firft  fuggefled, 
which  have  only  been  forgotten^  and  petitioned  for  the  enadtion  of  a 
new  law,  when  they  needed  only  an  enforcement  of  former  ftatutes* 

That  our  naval  force  has,  in  the  prefent  war,  been  mifapplied,  that 
our  commerce  has  been  expofed  to  petty  fpoilers,  in  a  degree  never 
known  before,  that  our  convoys  have  been  far  from  adding  fecurity  to 
our  traders,  and  that  with  the  mod  powerful  fleet  in  the  world, 
we  have  fufFered  all  that  can  fall  upon  the  moft  defencelefs  nation, 
cannot  be  denied. 

Not  is  it  any  degree  of  temerity,  my  Lords,  to  affirm,  that  tbe(e 
misfortunes  have  been  brought  upon  us  by  either  negligence  or 
treachery,  for  befides  that  no  other  caufe  can  be  affigned  for  the  lofles 
which  a  powerful  people  fufFer  from  an  enemy  of  inferior  force,  there 
is  the  ftrongeft  authority  for  aflerting,  that  our  maritime  a^irs  have 
been  ill -conduced,  and  that  therefore  the  regulation  of  them  is  very 
ieafonably  and  properly  folicited  by  the  merchants. 

For  this  afllertion,  my  Lords,  we  may  produce  the  authority  of  the 
other  Houfe,  by  which  a  remonftrance  was  drawn  up  againft  the 
condu£l  of  the  Commiflloners  of  the  Admiralty.  This  ^lone  ought 
to  influence  us  to  an  accurate  difcuflion  of  this  affair.  But  when  an 
authority  yet  more  venerable  is  produced,  when  it  appears  that  his 
Majefty,  by  the  difmiffion  of  the  Commiffioners  from  their  employ- 
ments, admitted  the  juftice  of  the  reprcfentation  of  the  Commons,  it 
furcly  can  be  of  no  ufe  to  evince,  by  arguments,  the  ncceflity  of  new 
jegulations. 
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It  is  indeed  certain,  that  men  of  integrity  and  prudence,  men  of 
ability  to  difcern  their  duty,  and  of  refolution  to  execute  it,  can  re- 
ceive very  little  afliftance  from  rules  and  prefcriptions ;  nor  can  I 
deny  what  the  noble  Lord  has  affirmed,  that  they  may  be  fomctimcs 
embarrafled  in  their  meafures,  and  hindered  from  fnatching  opportu- 
nities of  fuccefs,  and  complying  with  emergent  occafions ;  bur,  my 
Lords,  we  are  to  confider  mankind,  not  as  we  wifli  them,  but  as  we 
find  them,  frequently  corrupt^  and  always  fallible. 

If  men  were  all  honeft  and  wife,  laws  of  all  Jcihds  would  be  fupcr- 
fluous,  a  legiflature  would  become  ufelefs,  zn<i  our  authority  muft 
ceafe  for  want  of  objedb  to  employ  it  5  but  we  find,  my  Lords,  that 
there  are  men  whom  nothing  but  laws  and  penalties  can  make  fup- 
portable  to  fociety,  that  there  are  men,  who,  if  they  are  not  told 
their  duty,  will  never  know  it,  and  who  will,  at  laft,  only  perform 
what  they  (hall  be  punifhed  for  neglefting. 

Were  all  men,  like  the  noble  Lord,  whom  I  am  now  attempting 
to  anfwer,  vigilant  to  difcover,  fagacious  to  diftinguifh,  and  in- 
duftrious  to  profecute  the  intereft  of  the  public,  I  fhould  be  very  far 
from  propofmg  that  they  fhould  be  conftrained  by  rules,  or  required 
to  follow  any  guide  but  their  own  reafon  ;  I  (hould  refign  my  own 
profperity,  and  that  of  my  country,  implicitly  into  their  hands,  and 
reft  in  full  fecurity  that  nothing  would  be  omitted  that  human  wifdom 
cojuld  dictate  for  our  advantage, 

I  am  not  perfuading  your  Lordfhips  to  lay  reftraints  upon  virtue  and 
prudence,  but  to  confider  how  fcldoin  virtue  and  authority  are  found 
together,  how  often  prudence  degenerates  into  fclfiflinefs,  and  all 
generous  regard  for  the  public  is  contra£led  into  narrow  views  of  pri- 
vate intereft.  I  am  endeavouring  to  fticw,  that  fince  laws  muft  be 
equally  obligatory  to  all,  it  is  the  intereft  of  the  few  good  men  to 
fubmit  to  reftraints,  which,  though  they  may  fometimes  obftrufl  the 
influence  of  their  virtue,  will  abundantly  recompenfe  them,  by 
fecuring  them  from  the  mifchiefs  that  wickednefs,  reigning  almoft 
without  limits,  and  operating  without  oppofition,  might  bring 
upon  them. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  add,  my  Lords,  that  no  degree  of 
human  wifdom  is  exempt  from  error ;  that  he  who  claims  the  privi- 
lege of  afting  at  difcretion,  fubjecls  himfelf  likewifc  to  the  neceflity 
of  anfwering  for  the  confequences  of  his  conduA,  znd  that  ill  fuccefs 
will  at  Icaft  fubjeft  him  to  reproach  and  fufpicion,  from  which,-  he 
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whoC:  condud  is  regulated  by  eftabUttied  rules>  may  always,  have  an 
ooportuuicy  of  fctting  hipifelf  free. 

fixed  and  certain  regulations  are  therefore,  my  Lords^  ufeTul  to 
the  wifeft  and  beft  men^  and  to  thofe  whofe  abilities  are  lefs  con- 
fpicuous,  and  whofe  integrity  is  at  beft  doubtful,  I  iuppofe  it  wiU 
not  be  doubted  that  they  are  indifpenfably  necellary. 

Some  of  the  expedients  mentioned  in  this  bill«  I  fhall  readily  concu^^ 
with  the  noble  Lord  in  cenfuring  and  rejeftin^  j  I  am  very  far  from 
thinking  it  expedient  to  inveft  the  Governors  of  our  Colonies  with 
any  new  degree  of  power,  or  to  fubjeft  the  captains  of  our  (hips  of 
war  to  their  command.  I  have  lived,  my  Lords,  to  fee  many  fuc- 
ccffions  of  thofe  petty  monarchs,  and  have  known  few  whom  I  woul4 
willingly  truft  with  the  exercife  of  great  authority.  It  is  not  uncom*^ 
mon,  my  Lords,  for  thofe  to  be  made  cruel  and  capricious  by  power, 
who  were  moderate  and  prudent  in  lower  ftations ;  and  if  the  tStSt$' 
of  exaltation  are  to  be  feared  even  Ui  good  men,  what  may  not  be 
expeded  from  it  in  thofe,  whom  nothing  but  a  diftant  employment 
could  fecure  from  the  laws,  and  who,  if  they  had  not  been  fent  4;o 
America  to  govern,  mufi  probably  have  gone  thither  on  a  different 
occaiion  ? 

The  noble  Duke,  who  has  vindicated  the  bill  with  arguments  to 
which  very  little  can  be  added,  and  to  which  I  believe  nothing  can 
be  replied,  has  exprefled  his  unwillingnefs  to  concur  in  any  meafures 
for  the  execution  of  which  new  officers  muft  be  appointed.  An  in«- 
creafe  of  officers,  my  Lords,  is  indeed  a  dreadful  found,  a  found  that 
cannot  but  forebode  the  ruin  of  our  country ;  the  number  of  officers 
already  eftabliihed  is  abundantly  fufficient  for  all  ufeful  purpofes,  nor 
can  any  addition  be  made  but  to  the  ruin  of  our  conftitution. 

I  am  therefore  of  opinion,  that  no  new  officer  was  intended  by  thofe 
that  drew  up  the  bill,  and  that  they  propofed  only  tp  furmfh  fho{e 
that  loiter  in  our  ports,  at  the  expence  of  the  public,  with  an  op^ 
portunity  of  earning  their  (alaries  by  fome  ufeful  employment. 

I  know  not  indeed,  my  Lords,  whether  any  good  efie£ls  can  b^ 
reafonably  hoped  from  this  provi&on ;  whether  men  accuftomed  to 
COQiiivaiice  and  negligence  in  af&irs  of  lefs  importance,  ought  to  be 
trufted  with  the  care  of  our  naval  preparations,  and  engaged  in  (er^ 
vice,  on  which  the  proijpenty  o(  the  public  may  depend,  and  carmot 
^i^pc^al  my  aj^ptehenfiooS)  that  (ucb  mien,  if  commid^o^ed  to  fiiperi- 
iatend  others,  may  tbemfelves  require  a  jfupcqntendant^ 
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But,  my  horisy  this  and  every  other  claufe  may  in  a  committee 
be  carefully  examined  and  deliberately  correded  ;  andfince  it  appears 
evident  to  me,  that  fome  law  is  neceflary  for  the  fecurity  of  our 
commerce,  I  think  this  bill  ought  not  to  be  rejected  without  £irther 
confidcration. 

Lord  WiNCHELSEA  rofc  again,  and  fpoke  thus'.-^My  Lords,  as 
the  known  fincerity  of  that  noble  Lord  allows  no  room  for  fufpe£ling, 
that  he  would  beftow  any  praifes  where  he,  did  not  believe  there  was 
fome  defert,  and  as  his  penetration  and  acutenefs  fecurc  him  from 
being  deceived  by  any  falfe  appearances  of  merit,  I  cannot  but  applaud 
myfelf  fdr  having  obtained  his  efteem,  which  I  hope  will  not  be  for- 
feited by  my  future  condu^. 

Having  happily  gained  the  regard  of  fo  exaift  a  Judge  of  mankind, 
I  am  the  lefs  folicitous  what  opinion  may  be  conceived  of  my  abilities 
or  intentions  by  thofe  whofe  cenfurcs  I  lefs  fear,  and  whofe  praifes  I 
lefs  value,  and  fcall  therefore  chcarfully  hazard  any  degree  of  popu- 
larity, which  I  may  have  hitherto  poflelled,  by  continuing  my  op- 
pofition  to  this  bill,  of  which  I  am  ftill  convinced  that  it  will  produce 
nothing  but  embarraflment,  lofles,  and  difgrace. 

The  neceflity  of  gaining  and  preferving  the  efteem  of  the  people  I 
very  willingly  allow,  but  am  of  opinion  that  though  it  may  fometimes 
be  gained  by  flattering  their  paffions  and  complying  with  their  im- 
portunities, by  falfe  appearances  of  relief  and  momentary  alleviations 
of  their  grievances,  it  is  only  to  be  prefcrved  by  real  and  permanent 
benefits,  by  a  fteady  attention  to  the  great  ends  of  government,  and 
a  vigorous  profecution  of  the  means  by  which  they  may  be  obtained, 
without  regard  to  prefent  prejudices  or  temporary  clamours* 

I  believe,  my  Lords,  it  will  always  be  found  that  it  is  dangerous  to 
gratify  the  people  at  their  own  expencc,  and  tofacrificc  their  intercft 
to  their  caprices  ;  for  I  have  fo  high  a  veneration  of  their  wifdom,  as 
to  pronounce  without  fcruple,  that  however  they  may  for  a  time  be 
deceived  by  artful  mifreprefentations,  they  will  at  length  learn  to 
efteem  thofe  moft,  who  have  the  refolution  to  promote  their  happi- 
ncfs  jn  oppofition  to  their  prejudices; 

I  am  therefore  confident,  my  Lords,  of  regaining  the  popularity 
which  I  may  lofe  by  declaring  once  more  that  this  bill  ought  to  be  re- 
jcftcd,  fince  no  endeavours  fhall  be  -wanting  to  fhew  how  little  it  is 
T)eccflary,-by  an  efifcftual  prote£Hon^of  c\'ery  part  of  our  trade,  an^ 
^  dUigcnt  provifion  for  the  nav^l  fcrvice, 
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The  Duke  of  Bbdford  rofe  and  fpoke  to  thiseife£t : — MyLords^ 
I  am  convinced  that  this  bill  is  very  far  from  being  either,  abfurd  or' 
ufelefi,  nor  can  imagine  that  they,  by  whom  it  was  drawn  up,  could 
fitil  of  producing  fome  expedients  that  may  deferve  confideration. 

It  is  probable,  that  a  fiirther  enquiry  may  ihew  the  propriety  of 
fome  claufes,  which  at  prefent  appear  moft  liable  to  cenfure  ^  and 
that,  if  we  rejtSt  this  bill  thus  precipitately,  we  (hall  condemn  what 
we  do  not  fully  comprehend. 

No  claufe  appeared  to  me  more  unworthy  of  the  judgment  Imd 
penetration  of  the  merchants  than  the  laft,  nor  was  there  any  which 
I  fhould  have  rejefted  at  the  firft  perufal  with  lefs  regret ;  yet,  having 
taken  this  opportunity  of  conliderrng  it  a  fecond  time,  I  find  it  by  no 
means  indefenfible,  for  the  dire&ion  of  fhips  Rationed  for  the  defence 
of  our  American  territories,  is  not  committed  to  the  governors  alone. 
The  council  of  each  province  is  joined  with  them  in  authority,  by 
whom  any  private  regards  may  be  overborne,  and  who  cannot  be  fpp- 
pofed  to  concur  in  any  dire£tions  which  veill  not  promote  the  general 
intereft  of  the  colony. 

I  doubt  not,  my  Lords,  but  other  claufes  have  been  equally  mif- 
taken,  and  therefore  think  it  necefiary  to  confider  them  in  a  com* 
mittee,  where  every  Lord  may  declare  his  fentiments,  without  the 
reftraint  of  a  formal  debate,  and  where  the  bill  may  be  deliberately 
revifed,  and  accommodated  more  exactly  to  the  prefent  exigencies  ef 
the  nation. 

Lord  WiNCHELSEA  fpoke  again  in  fubftance  a^  follows  i—^My 
Lords,  the  only  reafon  which  has  been  urged  for  confidering  this  biH 
in  a  committee,  is  the  neceffity  of  gratifying  the  merchants,  and  of 
ihewing  our  concern  for  the  profperity  of  commerce.  If  therefore  it 
fliall  appear,  that  the  merchants  are  indifferent  with  regard  to  its 
fucccfs,  I  hope  it  will  be  rejedlpd  without  oppofition. 

I  was  this  morning,  my  Lords,  informed  by  a  merchant,  who  has 
many  opportunities  of  acquainting  himfelf  with  the  opinions  of  the 
trading  part  of  the  nation,  that  they  were  fully  convinced  of  the  im- 
poffibility  of  adapting  fixed  rules  to  variable  exigencies,  or -of 
eftablifhing  any  certain  method  of  obviating  the  chances  of  war,  and 
defeating  enemies  who  were  every  day  altering  their  fchemes ;  and 
declared  that  they  had  no  hopes  of  fecurity  but  from  the  vigilance  of  « 
fioard  of  Admiralty,  felicitous  for  the  welfare  of  the  merchants,  aii4 

4e  honour  of  the  nation. 

P4  J-#rd 
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Lord  Cholmondelby  rofe  and  fpoke  to  the  following  purpofe  :-** 
My  Lords,  as  three  daufes  of  this  bill  have  been  univeriaUy  given  up, 
and  almoft  all  the  reft  plainly  proved  by  the  noble  Lord  to  be  either  ab* 
furd  or  fuperiluous^  I  cannot  fee  why  it  (hould  not  be  reje£led  without, 
the  folensnity  of  farther  confideration,  to  which  indeed  nothing  but  the 
title  can  give  it  any  claim. 

The  title,  my  Lords^  is  indeed  fpecious,  and  well  fitted  to  the  de- 
fign  of  gaining  attention  and  promoting  popularity  ;  but  with  this  title 
there  is  nothing  that  correfponds,  nor  is  any  thing  to  be  found  but 
oonfufion  and  contradictions,  which  grow  more  numerous  upon 
farther  fearch. 

That  the  whole  bill,  my  Lords,  is  unneceflary,  cannot  be  denied,  if  it 
be  confidered  that  nothing  is  propofed  in  it  which  is  not  already  in  the 
power  of  your  Lordihips,  who  may  call  at  pleafure  for  the  lifts  of  the 
navy,  the  acountsofthe  cruifers,  the  duties  of  their  commiffions,  and 
thejournals  of  their  commanders,  fas  you  did  in  the  6th  of  Queen  Anne) 
4nd  dete£l  every  ad  of  negligence  or  treachery,  and  every  inftance  of 
defbrtlon,  or  of  cowardice. 

Nothing  is  neceflary  to  the  regulation  of  our  naval  force,  but  that 
your  Lordihips  vigilantly  exert  that  power  which  is  conferred  upon 
you  by  the  conftitution,  and  examine  the  condud  of  every  oiEccr 
with  attention  and  impartiality }  no  man  then  will  dare  to  negle&  his 
duty,  becaufe  no  man  can  hope  to  efcape  puniihment. 

Of  this  bill,  therefore,  fmce  it  is  thus  ufclefs  and  inconfiftent,  I 
cannot  but  fufped,  my  Lords,  that  it  was  concerted  for  purpofes 
iftry  different  from  thofe  mentioned  in  the  title,  which  it  has  indeed 
sio  tendency  to  promote.  I  believe,  my  Lords,  the  projectors  of  it 
intended  not  Iq  much  to  advance  the  intereft  of  the  merchants,  as  tq 
depreis  the  reputation  of  thofe  whom  they  have  long  taken  every  op* 
pprtunity  of  Ipading  with  reproaches,  whom  they  have  cenfured  as 
iiie  enemies  of  trade^  the  corrupters  of  the  nation,  and  the  conr 
l^derates  of  Spain. 

To  confirm  thefe  general  calumnies,  it  was  neceflary  to  fix  on 
fbnae  particular  accufation  which  migh^  raife  the  refentment  of  the 
people,  and  exafperate  diem  beyond  refle£kion  or  enquiry.  For  tlus 
purpofe  nothing  was  more  proper  than  to  charge  them  with  betraying 
)»ur  merchant;^  to  the  enemy. 

As  no  accufation  could  be  more  efficacious  lo  inflaoae  ^e  p^plei 
fo  none,  my  Lords,  could  with  more  difficulty  be  confuted.  Some 
•   .  Joflc$ 
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lollis  muft  be  fuffered  in  every  war>  and  every  one  will  ncccflarily 
produce  complamts  and  difcontent  ^  every  man  is  willing  to  blame 
fome  other  perfon  for  his  misfortunes,  and  it  was  therefore  eafy  to 
turn  the  clamours  of  tbofe  who(e  veflels  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Spaniards,  agabft  cbe  minifteff  and  commanders  of  the  (hips  of  war. 

Tbefe  cries  were  naturally  heard  with  the  regard  always  paid  to 
misfortune  and  diftrefs,  and  propagated  with  zeal,  becaufe  they  were 
heard  with  pity.  Thus  in  time,  what  was  at  firft  only  the  outcry  of 
impatience,  was  by  malicious  artifices  improved  into  fettled  opinion, 
^t  opinion  was* diligently  diffufed,  and  all  the  lofles  of  the  mer* 
diants  were  imputed,  not  to  the  chance  of  war,  but  the  treachery  of 
the  miniftry. 

But,  my  Lords,  the  folly  of  this  opinion,  however  general,  and 
tbe  faifhood  of  this  accu&tion,  however  vehement,  will  become 
fiificiemly  apparent,  if  you  examine  that  bulky  colle£Hon  of  papers 
Which  are  now  laid  before  you,  from  which  you  will  difcover  the 
nuqiber  of  our  fleets,  the  frequency  of  our  convoys,  the  (lations  of 
our  Ihips  of  war,  and  the  times  of  their  departure  and  return,  you 
will  find  that  no  provifion  for  w^r,  no  expedient  likely  to  promote 
faccefs  has  been  negleded ;  that  we  have  now  more  ihips  equipped 
than  in  the  late  war  with  France,  that  nothing  can  be  added  to  the 
iwdnefs  with  which  our  maritime  force  is  regulated,  and  that  there 
is  not  the  lead  reafon  to  doubt  of  the  fidelity  with  which  it  has  been 
employed. 

In  every  war«  my  Lords,  it  is  to  be  expe£ied  that  loflTes  will  be 
fuffered  by  private  perfons  on  each  fide,  nor  even  in  a  fuccefsful  war 
can  the  pi|blic  always  hope  to  be  enriched ;  becaufe  the  advantage 
may  ariff,  not  immediately  from  captures,  but  confequently  from  tbe 
treaties  or  ponditions  in  which  a  profperous  war  may  be  fuppofed  to 
terminate. 

What  conceiEons  we  {hall  in  this  war  extort  from  the  Spaniards, 
what  fecurity  will  be  procured  for  our  merchants,  what  recompence 
will  be  yielded  for  our  lofTes,  pr  what  extent  will  be  added  %o  puf 
commerce,  it  cannot  yet  be  expedited  that  any  man  fhould  be  able  to 
declare ;  nor  will  his  Majefty's  counfcUors  be  required  to  give  an 
^ount  of  futurity.  It  is  a  fufEcient  vindication  of  their  condud^ 
fUKl  an  evident  proof  of  the  wifdom  with  which  the  war  has  been 

fpftduded,  fhat  w^  have  hitherto  gained  more  than  we  hav^e  loft* 

This, 
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This,  my  Lords,  will  appear  from  a  diligent  and  ninute  compari- 
ibn  of  the  captures  on  each  fide,  and  an  exad  computation  of  the 
value  of  our  lofles  and  our  prizes.  It  will  be  found  that  if  the 
Spaniards  have  taken,  as  it  is  not  improbable,  a  greater  number  of 
Ihips,  thofe  which  they  have  loft  have  been  far  more  wealthy. 

The  merchants  indeed  feem  to  have  diftrufled  the  flrength  of  the 
evidence  which  they  produced  in  fupport  of  their  allegations,  by 
bringing  it.only  before  the  other  Houie,  where,  as  an  oath  could  not 
be  admintftered,  every  man  delivered  what  he  believed  as  what  be 
(:new,  and  indulged  himfelf  without  fcruple  in  venting  his  refenc« 
ment,  or  declaring  his  fufpicions,  a  method  of  allegation  very  proper 
to  fcatter  reproaches  and  gratify  malevolence,  but  of  very  little  ufe 
forlne  difcovery  of  truth. 

Had  they  come  before  your  Lordfhips,  every  circumftance  had  been 
minutely  examined,  every  aflertion  compared  with  other  evidence, 
all  exaggerations  reprefled,  and  all  foreign  confiderations  rejeAed, 
each  part  would  have  been  impartially  heard,  and  it  would  have 
plainly  been  known  to  whom  every  lofs  was  to  be  imputed.  The 
negligence  or  treachery  of  the  commanders  of  the  convojre,  where* 
ever  it  had  been  found,  would  have  been  puniflied,  but  they  would 
not  have  charged  them  with  thofe  mifcarriages  which  were  produced 
only  by  the  obftinacy  or  inattention  of  the  mafters  of  the  trading 
veiTels. 

Such  enquiries,  my  Lords,  they  appear  to  have  thought  it  their 
intereft  to  decline,  and  therefore  did  not  proceed  on  their  petition  to 
this  Houfe  ;  and  if  they  did  in  reality  avoid  a  rigourous  examinatioHf 
what  can  be  inferred,  but  that  they  intended  rather  to  offer  infinua- 
tions  than  proofs,  and  rather  to  fcatter  infamy  than  obtain  juftice. 

And,  that  nothing  was  indeed  omitted  that  could  fecure  our  own 
commerce,  or  diftrcfs  our  enemies,  may  reafonably  be  colledcd  from 
the  number  and  great  ftrength  of  our  fleet,  to  which  no  empire  in  the 
world  can  oppofe  an  equal  force.  If  it  has  not  been  fupplied  with 
failors  without  fome  delays,  and  if  thefe  delays  have  given  our  ene« 
mies  an  opportunity  of  adding  to  their  fecurities,  of  fortifying  their 
ports,  and  fupplying  their  magazines,  jt  muft  be  afcribed  to  the  na- 
ture of  our  conftitution,  that  forbids  all  compulfory  methods  of  aug* 
menting  our  forces,  which  muft  be  confidered  as  perhaps  the  only 
inconvenience  to  be  thjown  into  the  balance  againft  die  blcffings  of 
liberty. 

The 
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The  difficulty  of  manning  our  (hips  qf  war,  is  indeed  extremely 
perplexing.  Men  are  naturally  very  little  inclined  to  fubje£t  them- 
felvres  to  abfolute  command,  or  to  engage  in  any  fervice  without  a 
time  limited  for  their  difmiffion.  Men  cannot  willingly  rufh  into 
danger  without  the  profpe£t  of  a  large  advantage ;  they  have  generally 
fome  fondnefs  for  their  prefent  ftate  of  life,  and  do  not  quit  it  with- 
out relu£bnce.  All  thcfe  reafons,  my  Lords,  concur  to  withhold 
the  failors  from  the  navy,  in  which  they  are  neceflarily  governed  with 
higher  authority  than  in  trading  veflels,  in  which  they  are  fubjeded 
to  punifhments,  and  confined  by  drift  regulations,  without  any  cer- 
tain term  of  their  bondage ;  for  fuch  they,  who  know  not  the  nece£- 
fity  of  fubordination,  nor  difcover  the  advantages  of  difcipline,  can- 
not but  account  fubjeftion  to  the  will  and  orders  of  another. 

By  ferving  the  merchants,  they  not  only  fecure  to  thcmfclves  th« 
liberty  of  changing  tlieif  matters  at  pleafurc,  but  enjoy  the  profpeft 
of  a  near  and  certain  advantage  ;  they  have  not  indeed  any  expedta- 
tons  of  being  fuddenly  enriched  by  a  plate  (hip,  and  of  gaining  by 
one  engagement  fuch  wealth  as  will  enable  them  to  fpcnd  the  reft  of 
their  lives  in  eafe  and  affluence  j  but  they  are  fure  of  a  fpcedy  pay- 
ment of  their  wages,  perhaps  of  fome  profits  from  petty  commerce, 
and  of  an  opportunity  of  fquandering  them  at  land  in  jollity  and  di- 
verftons  ;  their  labour  is  cheerful,  becaufe  they  know  it  will  be  (hort, 
and  they  readily  enter  into  an  employment  which  they  can  quit  when 
it  fhall  no  longer  pleafe  them. 

Theie  confiderations,  my  Lords,  have  no  influence  upon  the  pre- 
parations of  France  and  Spain,  where  no  man  is  mafter  of  his  own 
fortune,  or  time,  or  life,  and  where  the  officers  of  the  ftate  can  drive 
multitudes  into  the  fervice  of  the  crown,  without  regard  to  their  pri- 
vate views,  inclinations^  or  engagements.  To  man  a  fleet,  nothing 
isneceflary  but  to  lay  an  embargo  on  the  trading  veflels,  and  fuipend 
their  commerce  for  a  (hort  time  ;  therefore  no  man  dares  refufe  to 
enter  into  the  public  fervice  when  he  is  fummoned ;  nor,  if  he  fhould 
fly,  as  our  failors,  firom  an  imprefs,  would  any  man  venture  to  (helter 
or  conceal  him. 

Abfolute  monarchs  have  therefore  this  advantage  over  us,  that 
they  can  be  fooner  prepared  for  war,  and  to  this  muft  be  afcribed  all 
the  fucce(s  which  the  Spaniards  have  obtained.     This,  my  Lords^ 
will  pot  be  obviated  bv  the  bill  now  before  ms>  nor  will  it  indeed  pro- 
cure 
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care  any  other  benefit  to  the  trade,  or  any  addition  to  the  poirar  of 
the  nation. 

Of  the  ten  claufe$  comprized  in  the  bill,  the  greateft  part  is  uni- 
verfally  allowed  to  be  injiidicioufly  and  erroneoufly  propoFed ;  and 
tbofe  few,  which  were  thought  of  more  in^rtance,  have  been  Ampwd 
to  contain  no  new  expedients,  nor  to  add  any  thing  to  the  prefent 
regulations. 

I  cannot,  therefore  difcover  any  reafon,  my  Lords,  that  (hould  in- 
duce us  to  refer  to  a  committee  this  bill,  of  which  part  is  confefledl; 
to  be  reje£ted,  and  the  reft  is  apparently  fuperfluous. 

[Then  the  queftion  being  put.  Whether  the  bill  fhould  be  referred 
to  a  cbmmittee  ?  It  pafled  in  the  negative.  Content  25.  Not  con- 
tent 59. 

On  the  rcjc£lion  of  this  bill  by  the  Lords,  a  bill  which  related  to 
sn  aifair  of  no  lefs  importance  than  the  fecurity  of  trade  and  naviga- 
tion,  and  which  had  been  unanimoufly  pafled  by  the  Commons,  it 
was  fatirically  remarked,  that  the  Upper  Houfe  underdood  trade  and 
navigation  bitter  than  the  Lower.  However,  the  circumftanccs  that 
attended  it,  made  the  publication  of  the  bill,  with  the  cmcndments 
and  the  reafons  offered  by  the  Lords  on  both  fides,  expected  with  the 
more  impatience.] 
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November  16,  I742» 

Parliament  having  met,  aeeorSng  to  the  JRayal  Summons,  0n  ibis  Daf% 
ffis  Jtdajf/fy  made  a  Speech  fr^m.  the  Throne,  which  being  ^ftemoarii 
read  by  the  Prejident,  Lord  Twbeoale  refe,  andjpoke  asfotttws: 

Mj  trordsy  It  is  not  without  the  bigheft  {atisfadlion,  that  every 
lover  of  mankind  muft  look  upon  the  alterations  that  have  lately  been 
produced  in  the  ftate  of  Europe ;  nor  can  any  Briton  forbear  to  c?t- 
prefs  an  immediate  and  particular  pleafure  to  obferve  his  country 
jifmg  again  into  its  former  dignity,  to  fee  hi^  own  nation  (hake  off 

dcpendcncci 
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dependence,  and  rouze  from  inadlivity,  cover  the  ocean  with  her 
fleets,  and  awe  the  continent  with  her  armies,  bid  once  more  defiance 
to  the  rapacious  invaders  of  neighbouring  kingdoms,  and  the  daring 
projectors  of  univerfal  dominion ;  once  more  exert  her  influence  In 
foreign  courts,  and  fammon  the  monarchs  of  the  weft  to  another 
confederacy  againfl  the  power  of  France. 

The  Queen  of  Hungary,  who  was  lately  obliged  (o  retire  at  the 
approach  of  her  enemies,  to  leave  her  capital  in  danger  of  a  iiege, 
and  fcek  flicker  in  the  rcmoteft  corner  of  her  dominions,  who  was 
lately  fo  harrafled  with  invafions,  and  fo  encircled  with  dangers,  that 
(he  could  fcarcely  fly  from  one  ravager,  without  the  hazard  of  falling 
into  the  hands  of  another,  is  now  able  to  give  laws  to  her  perfecutor?,^ 
to  return  the  violence  which  fhe  hasfufFered,  and  inftead  of  imploring 
mercy  from  thofe  who  had  no  regard  but  to  their  own  intered,  and 
were  determined  to  annihilate  her  family  and  divide  her  dominions, 
now  fits  in  full  fecurity  on  her  throne,  direfb  the  march  of  diftant 
armies,  and  dilates  the  terms  on  which  thofe  who  have  entered  her 
dominions  fliall  be  fuffered  to  efcape. 

Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  German  empire;  nor 
have  the  affairs  of  the  reft  of  Europe  been  lefs  changed  j  the  power 
of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  has  been  diminilhed  on  every  fide,  its  al- 
liancehas  been  rejected,  and  its  influence  difregarded. 

The  King  of  Sardinia  has  openly  engaged  to  hinder  the  Spaniards 
from  ere6ling  a  new  kingdom  in  Italy  ;  and  though  he  has  hitherto 
been  (bmewhat  embarrafled  in  his  meafures,  and  opprefled  by  the  . 
fuperiority  of  his  enemies,  has  at  leaft,  by  preventing  the  conjun£lion 
of  the  Spanifh  armies,  prefcrvcd  the  Auftrians  from  being  ovcj- 
whdmed.  Nor  can  the  fituation  of  his  dominions,  and  the  number 
of  his  forces,  fuffer  us  to  doubt,  that  in  a  (hort  time  he  will  be  able 
entirely  to  fecure  Italy,  fince  he  has  already  recovered  his  country, 
and  drove  back  the  Spaniards  into  the  bofom  of  France. 

The  condition  of  the  other  Spanifli  army  is  fuch,  as  no  enemy  can 
wilh  to  be  aggravated  by  new  calamities.  They  are  fliut  up  in  a 
country  without  provifions,  or  of  which  the  inhabitants  are  unwilling 
to  fupply  them  ;  on  one  iide  are  neutral  ftates,  to  which  the  law  of 
nations  bars  their  entrance ;  on  another  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  which 
can  afifbrd  them  only  the  melancholy  profpedl  of  hoflile  armaments, 
or  (bmetimes  of  their  own  (hips  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Britons  ; 
behind  them  arc  the  troops  of  Auftria  ready  to  embarrafs  their  march; 

intercept 


22^  DEBATE      ON  [nOV.   i6. 

intercept  their  convoys,  and  receive  thofc  whom  famine  and  dcfpair 
incite  to  change  their  mafters,  and  to  feek  among  foreign  nations 
that  eafe  and  fafety,  of  which  the  tyranny  of  their  own  government, 
and  the  madnefs  of  their  own  leaders,  has  deprived  them.  Such  is 
their  diftrefs,  and  fo  great  their  diminution,  that  a  few  monti»s  mufi 
complete  their  ruin,  they  muft  be  deftroyed  without  the  honour  of 
p,  battle,  they  muft  flnk  under  the  fatigue  of  hungry  marches,  by 
which  no  enemy  is  overtaken  or  efcaped,  and  be  at  length  devoured 
by  thefe  difeafes,  which  toil  and  penury  will  inevitably  produce. 

That  the  diminution  of  the  influence  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  is 
not  an  empty  opinion,  which  we  eafily  receive,  becaufe  we  wi(h  it  to 
be  true ;  that  other  nations  likewife  fee  the  fame  events  with  the  fame 
fentimentSy  and  prognofticate  the  decline  of  that  pov^ert  which  has 
fo  long  intimidated  the  univerfe,  appears  from  the  declaration  now 
made  by  his  Majefty  of  the  condu£l  of  the  Swedifii  court. 

That  nation  which  was  lately  governed  by  the  counfels,  and  glutted 
with  the  bounties  of  France,  which  watched  tht  nod  of  her  mighty 
patronefs,  and  made  war  at  her  command  againft  the  Ruffian  empire, 
now  begins  to  difcover,  that  there  are  other  powers  more  worthy  of 
confidence  and  refpe£l,  more  careful  to  obferve  their  engagements, 
or  more  able  to  fulfil  them.  She  therefore  requefls  the  Britifh  mo- 
narch to  extricate  her  from  thofe  difficulties,  in  which  fhe  is  entangled 
by  a  blind  compliance  with  French  dictates,  to  reftore  to  her  the 
difmembered  provinces,  and  recal  that  enemy  which  now  impends 
over  her  capital,  and  whom  the  French  have  neither  intereft  to  ap- 
peafe,  nor  ftrength  to  refift. 

Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  prefqnt  profped  which  offers  itfelf  to  him 
who  furvcys  Europe  with  a  political  view,  and  examines  the  prefcnt 
intereft  and  difpofitions  of  neighbouring  potentates  j  fuch  is  the  order 
which  has  been  produced  from  general  confufion,  and  fuch  the  re- 
eftablifhment  of  equal  power,  which  has  fucceeded  thefe  concuffions 
irf  the  world. 

It  is  no  fmall  addition  to  the  pleafure  which  this  change  muft  aflFord 
every  man,  who  has  either  wiftiom  to  difcover  his  own  happincfs,  or 
benevolence  to  rejoice  in  that  of  others,  that  it  has  been  the  cfifecl 
not  of  chance  but  of  conduft ;  that  it  is  not  an  unforefeen  event, 
produced  by  the  fecret  operation  of  caufes  fortuitoufly  concurring, 
but  the  refult  of  a  political  and  juft  dcfign,  well  concerted  and  ftcadily 
purfued  ;  tlvat  every  advantage  which  has  been  gained,  is. the  confe- 
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^ueiice  of  meafures  laid  to  obtain  it ;  ths^  our  happinefs  has  beeti 
procured  by  prudence^  and  that  our  counfels  have  not  been  lucky 
but  wife. 

If  we  r^fledy  my  Lords,  upon  the  caufes  which  have  contributed 
to  the  refcue  of  Eutope  from  impending  flavery,  which  have  re* 
eftablifhed  the  Queen  of  Hungary  in  her  dominions,  enabled  her  Co 
lay  wafte  the  territories  of  her  invaders,  confirmed  her  friends  m 
their  fidelity,  and  intimidated  thofe  whom  rival  interefts  inclined  Co 
wifh  her  fall,  or  the  hope  of  fharing  in  the  plunder  had  incited  to 
form  defigns  againfl  her.  If  we  enquire  to  what  it  is  to  be  afcri|)ed^ 
that  fhe  is  able  to  form  new  alliances,  and  defend  her  dominions 
with  confederate  armies,  we  fhall  find  it  cafy  to  trace  all  thefe 
revolutions  to  one  caufe,  the  fleady  and  prudent  condud  of  the  King 
of  Britain. 

Our  Sovereign,  my  Lords,  has  looked  on  the  troubles  of  Europe 
with  that  concern  which  public  virtue  infpires ;  he  has  feen  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  this  illuflrious  princefs  with  that  compaffion  which  is 
always  due  to  magnanimity  opprefled,  and  formed  refolutions  for  her 
affiftance  with  that  ardour,  which  courage  naturally  l^indles ;  but 
'  with  that  caution  likewife  and  fecrecy  which  experience  di£tates. 
But  he  remembered,  my  Lords,  that  though  he  was  the  friend  of  the 
Queen  of  Hungary,  he  was  to  confider  himfelf  as  the  father  of  the 
people  of  Britain ;  that  he  was  not  to  exhaufl  the  forces  of  this  na- 
tion in  romantic  pcpeditions,  or  exbauft  its  treafures  in  giving  af- 
fiftance which  was  not  needed. 

He  therefore  waited  to  obferve  the  event  of  the  war,  and  to  dif- 
cover  whether  the  inceflant  ftruggles  of  the  Auftrians  would  be  able 
to  throw  off  the  load  with  which  they  were  opprefTed ;  but  he  found 
that  their  fpirit,  however  ardent,  could  not  fupply  the  want  of  ftrength ; 
he  found  that  they  were  fainting  under  infuperable  labours,  and  that 
though  they  were  in  no  danger  of  being  conquered  by  the  valour  of 
*their  enemies,  they  mufl  in  a  fliprt  time  be  wearied  with  their 
numbers. 

His  Majefly  then  knew,  my  Lords,  that  by  fending  them  fpeedy 
affiftance,  he  at  once  promoted  the  intereft  of  his  people,  and  gra- 
tified his  own  inclinations-}  he  therefore  fupplied  the  Qiieen  with 
fuch  fums  as  enabled  her  to  levy  .new  forces,  and  drive  her  enemies 
before  her.  By  procuring  a  reconciliation  with  the  King  of  Pruflia, 
^^  freed  her  from  the  nearefl  and  moft  formidable  danger,  and  gave 
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her  an  opportunity  to  fec\ire  herfelf  againft  the  menaces  of  other 
powers. 

But  though  {he  was  fet  free  from  domeftic  dangers,  though  inva- 
fion  was  driven  from  her  capital,  though  captivity  no  longer  purfued 
her  flight,  nor  ufurpation  hovered  over  her  throne,  her  more  dtftant 
dominions  were  ftill  a  prey  to  her  enemies.  The  Spaniards  had  al* 
ready  landed  one  army  in  Italy,  with  which  another  was  haftentng 
to  join.  The  fuccefs  of  this  enterprize,  which  would  have  gained 
the  greateft  part  of  Italy,  could  only  be  hindered  by  the  King  of 
Sardinia,  who  was  therefore  folicited  by  the  Spaniards  and  French 
to  favour  their  defign,  with  the  ftrongeft  proteftations,  and  the  moft 
magnificent  promifes.  But  thefe  were  overbalanced  by  the  influence 
of  the  King  of  Britain,  whofe  name  was  of  fuflicient  importance 
to  -make  the  weaker  part  moft  eligible^  and  to  counterbalance  the 
force  of  immediate  interefl:. 

Thus  was  i;he  paflage  into  Italy  barred  againft  the  Spaniards,  by 
obftacles  which  they  can  never  furmount,  while  the  other  army  is 
befieged  by  our  fleet,  and  by  the  Auftrians ;  and  reduced,  inftcad  of 
conquering  kingdoms,  to  change  their  camp,  and  regulate  their 
marches,  with  no  other  view  than  to  avoid  famine.  While  that 
prince,  whofe  dominions  might  moft  commodioufly  afibrd  them  fuc- 
cour,  and  whom  all  the  ties  of  nature  and  of  intereft  oblige  to  affift 
them,  is  awed  by  the  Britifh  (hips  of  war,  which  lie  at  anchor  before 
his  metropolis,  and  of  which  the  commanders,  upon  the  leaft  fufpi- 
cion  of  hoftilities  againft  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  threaten  to  batter 
his  palaces,  and  deftroy  his  city. 

In  this  manner,  my  Lords,  has  the  King  of  Britain  aflifted  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria  with  his  trcafures,  his  influence,  and  his  navy ;  thus 
does  he  fubduc  fome  enemies,  and  reftrain  others  i  thus  does  he  bold 
the  balance  of  the  wars,  and  thus  does  he  add  the  Weight  of  power 
to  the  fcale  of  juftice. 

But  to  fecure  the  fuccefs  that  has  been  already  obtained,  and  to 
take  from  the  enemies  of  liberty  all  hopes  of  recovering  the  advan- 
tages which  they  have  loft,  he  has  now  no  longer  confined  his  af- 
fiftance  to  negotiations  and  pecuniary  fupplies.  He  knows  that 
aWiances  are  always  beft  obferved,  when  they  confer  fccurity,  or 
produce  bianifeft  advantage;  and  that  money  will  not  be  always 
equivalent  to  armies.  He  has,  therefore,  now  z&cd  openly  in  de- 
fence of  his  ally,  has  filled  Flanders  once  more  with  Britifh  troops, 

and 
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and  garrifoned  the  frontier  towns  with  the  forces  of  thaf  nation  by 
which  they  were  gained.  The  veteran  now  fees  once  more  the 
plains  ovtr  which  he  formerly  purfued  the  fquadrons  of  France,  points 
the  place  where  he  fei^ed  the  ftandards,  or  broke  the  lines,  where  he 
trampled  the  oppreilbrs  of  mankind,  with  that  fplrit  which  is  en* 
kindled  by  liberty  and  juftice.  His  heart  now  beats  once  more  at 
the  fight  of  thofe  walls  which  he  formerly  ftormed,  and  he  (hews  the 
wounds  which  he  received  in  the  mine,  or  on  the  breach;  The 
French  now  difcover,  that  they  are^not  yet  Lords  o£  the  continent ; 
and  that  Britain  has  other  armies  ready  to  force  once  more  the  palTes 
of  Schellembourg,  or  break  down  the  intrenchments  of  Blenheim  } 
to  wreft  from  them  the  fcepter  of  univerfal  monarchy,  and  confine 
them  again  to  their  own  dominions. 

To  the  Britiih  regiments  his  Majefty  has  joined  a  large  body  of 
th^  forces  of  his  own  electorate,  without  regard  to  the  danger  which 
may  threaten  his  dominions  in  the  abfence  of  his  troops,  having  no 
odier  view  than  to  fecure  the  public  tranquillity  at  whatever  hazard 
of  his  own,  and  being  convinced  that  private  intereft  is  moft  effect 
tually  fecured  by  a  fteady  attention  to  general  good* 

Thefe  meafures,  my  Lords,  undoubtedly  demaiid  our  gratitude 
and  applaufe.  Gratitude  is  always  due  to  favourable  intentions,  and 
diligent  endeavours,  even  when  thofe  intentions  are  frttftrated,  and 
thofe  endeavours  defeated ;  and  applaufe  is  often  paid  to  fuccefi^ 
when  it  has  been  merely  the  efFed  of  chance,  and  been  produced  by 
meafures  ill  adapted  to  the  end  which  was  intended  by  them^  But 
fnrely,  when  juft  deiigns  have  been  happily  executed,  when  wife  mea^ 
fures  are  blefled  with  fuccefs,  neither  envy  nor  hatred  will  dare  to 
rcfufe  their  acclamations ;  furely  thofe  will  at  leaft  congratulates 
whom  the  corruption  of  their  hearts  hinders  from  rejoicing,  and  thofe  ' 
who  cannot  love,  will  at  leaft  commend. 

Here,  my  Lords,  I  fufpeA  no  inclination  to  depreciate  tlie  happi- 
ne&  that  we  enjoy,  or  to  calumniate  that  virtue  by  which  it  has 
l>cen  obtained ;  and  therefore  doubt  not  but  your  Lordihips  will  rea« 
dOy  concur  in  the  reafonable  motion  which  I  have  now  to  offer: 

^  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  return 
Urn  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  for  his  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the 
Throne. 
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^  To  declare  our  juft  fenfe  of  his  Majcft^s  great  care  and  vigU 
lance  for  the  fupport  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  for  reftoring  anj 
fecurit\g  the  balance  of  power. 

^^  To  acknowledge  his  Majefly's  great  wifdcmi  and  attention  to 
the  public  welfare,  in  fending  fo  confiderable  a  body  of  his  fbrcc$ 
Into  the  Low^  Countries,  and  in  ftrengthening  them  with  his  elcdoral 
troops,  and  the  HefCans  in  the  Britiih  pay ;  and  thereby  forming  fucfa 
an  army  as  may  defend  and  encourage  thofe  powers  who  are  well 
intehcioned,  and  give  a  real  affiftance  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  and 
to  aiTure  his  Majefty  of  die  concurrence  and  fupport- of  this  Houfe 
in  this  neccflary  meafure. 

**  To  exprefs  our  fatisfa£Hon  in  the  good  eflfefts  ^ich  the  vigour 
exerted  by  Great-Britain  in  ailifting  its  ancient  allies, and  maintain* 
ing  the  liberties  of  Europe,  hath  already  had  on  the  affairs  of  the 
Queen  of  Hungary,  and  on  the  conduct  of  feveral  powers  ;  and  our 
hopes  that  a  fteady  perfeverance  in  the  fame  meafures,  will  inijpire 
the  like  fpirit  and  refolution  into  other  powers,  equally  engaged  by 
treaties  and  common  intereft  to  take  the  like  part. 

To  give  his  Majefty  the  ftrongeft  aiTurances,  that  this  Houfe  has 
the  honour  and  fafety  of  his  Majefty,  the  true  intereft  and  profperity 
of  his  kingdoms,  the  fecurity  and  advancement  of  their  conimcro^ 
the  fuccefs  of  the  war  againft  Spain,  and  the  re-eftablifliment  of  die 
balance  and  tranquillity  of  Europe  entirely  at  heart.  That  ihcfe 
fhali  be  the  great  and  conllant  objects  of  our  proceedings  and  refill 
lutions,  this  Houfe  being  determined  to  fupport  his  Majefty  in  dl 
juft  and  neceflary  meafures  for  attaining  thofe  great  and  defiraUe 
ends,  and  to  ftand  by  and  defend  his  Majefty  againft  all  his  enemies.'* 

Lord  MoNTFORT  fpoke  next  to  the  following  efie&:— My 
Lords,  the  motion  offered  by  the  noble  Lord,  is  in  my  <^nioD  fir 
proper  and  juft,  fo  fuitable  to  the  dignity  of  this  Aflembly^  and  h 
exprcflive  of  the  gratitude  which  the  vigilance  of  his  Majefty  fcr  the 
public  good,  ought  to  kindle  in  every  heart  not  chilled  by  ungeae* 
rous  Indolence,  or  hardened  by  inveterate  difaffefiioo,  that  I  cannot 
difcover  any  ^reafon  for  which  it  can  be  oppofed,  and  therefore  hope 
^at  every  Lord  will  concur  in  it  with  no  lefs  alacrity  and  seal  than 
i  now  rife  up  to  fccond  it. 

It  may  indeed  naturally  be  hoped  from  this  Houfe,  that^isM»> 
N  jefty'^  meafures  will  be  readily  approved,  fmce  they  arc  fueh  as  even 
malice  and  fadion  will  not  dare  to  ccnfure  or  oppofe,  fuch  as  ca- 
lumny 


lumny  wiU  npt  venture  to  fte&me,  and  fucb  as  thofe  who  will  not 
praife  tbeqi  can  never  mentiotn.  If  it  be  allowed)  that  the  intereft 
of  France  U  pppofite  to  that  of  Britain,  that  the  equipoife  of  power 
on  the  continent  is  to  he  preferved ;  if  any  of  the  counfels  of  our 
anccftors  defervfe  our  attention,  if  pur  viftories  at  Creffy  or  at  Ramil- 
lies  are  juftly  celebrated  by  our  hi^brians,.  the  wifdom  of  pur  Sovc* 
leign's  condud  cannot  be  denied. 

The  French,  my  Lord.s,  whom  pur  armies  in  the  reign  of  Aime 
.  law  flying  before  them,  who,  from  dividing  kingdoms,  and  pre^, 
fcribiog  laws  to  mankind,  were  reduced  to  the  defence  of  their  own 
country,  who  were  driven  from  intrenchment  to  intrenchment,  and 
from  one  fortification  to  another,  now  grown  infolent  with  the  plea^ 
fures  of  peace,  and  the  affluence  pf  commerce,  have  forgotten  the 
power  by  which  their  fchemes  were  baffled,  and  their  arrogance  re* 
prefled ;  by  which  their  fabric  of  univerial  monarchy  was  Ibattered) 
and  tbemfelves  ^moft  buried  ip  the  ruins. 

Infatuated  with  the  cpntemplation  of  tbeir  own  force,  elated  with 
the  number  of  their  troops,  the  magnificence  of  their  cities,  and  the 
opulence  pf  their  treafury,  they  have  once  more  imagined  tbemfelves 
fuperior  to  refiftapce,  and  again  afpire  to  the  command  of  th^ 
univerfe ;  they  have  now  for  fome  tin^e  afllimed  the  haughty  ttile  of 
the  legiilators  of  inan\ind ;  and  have  expeded,  that  princes  lboul4 
appeal  to  them  as  to  the  higheft  human  tribunal,  and  that  nations 
Aould  fubmit  their  claims  to  their  arbitration ;  they  have  already 
affiimed  the  diftribution  of  dominions,  and  expe£l  that  neither  peace 
^hall  be  concluded,  nor  war  proclaimed,  but  by  their  permiffion  or 
advice. 

By  this  gradation  of  exorbitant  claims  and  oppreffive  meafures 
have  they  at  length  arrived,  my  Lords,  at  the  fummit  of  infolence  ; 
by  tbefe  fteps  have  they  afcended  once  more  the  towering  throne  of 
univedid  monarchy ;  nor  was  any  thing  wanting  to  complete  their 
plao,  but  that  their  ancient  rival,  the  German  empire,  (hould  be 
Kdttced  to  acknowledge  their  fovereignty,  and  that  the  fupreme  dig« 
^  of  Europe  (hould  be  the  gift  of  the  Prench  bouruy. 

The  death  of  the  late  Emperor  without  fohs,  furniflied  them  with 
an  opportunity  of  executing  their  defign,  too  favourable  to  be  ne* 
glcQsd*  They  now  imagined  it  in  their  power  not  only  to  difpofe 
<tf  the  imperial  dignity,  but  to  divide  the  dominions  of  the  Houfe  of 
MStoM  into  many  petty  fovsreignties,  incapable  fingly  of  oppofing 
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them,  and  unlikely  to  unite  in  any  common  caufe,  or  to  piefenre  a 
confederacy  unbroken,  if  they  (hould  by  accident  agree  to  form  it 

They  therefore  fent  their  armies  into  Germany,  to  fuperintend 
the  approaching  eledion,  and  by  hovering  over  die  territories  of 
princes  unable  to  refift  them,  extorted  voices  in  favour  of  their  ally; 
a  prince,  whofe  dominions  muft  by  their  fituation  always  oblige  him 
to  compliance  with  the  demands,  and  to  concurrence  in  the  fchemes 
,of  his  protcSors,  and  who  will  rather  zSt  as  the  fubftitute  of  France, 
than  the  Emperor  of  Germany. 

But  it  was  to  no  purpofe  that  they  had  graced  their  dependent  with 
titulap  honours  and  enfigns  of  fovereignty  if  the  Houfe  of  Auftria 
ftill  retained  its  hereditary  dominions,  and  preferved  its  ftrcngdi, 
when  it  had  loft  its  dignity.  They  well  knew,  that  armies  were 
equally  formidable,  whether  commanded  by  an  Emperor,  or  an  in- 
ferior Sovereign ;  and  that  a  mere  alteration  of  names,  though  it 
might  afFord  a  flight  and  tranfient  gratification  to  vanity,  would  pro- 
duce no  real  increafe  or  diminution  of  power. 

They  therefore  thought  it  necefiary  to  improve  the  prefent  time  of 
confufion,  and  excite  all  the  princes  of  the  empire  to  revive  their , 
ancient  claims  upon  the  Auftrian  territories;  claims,  which  bow 
longfoever  they  had  been  forgotten,  howfoever  abrogated  by  long 
prefcription,  or  annulled  by  fubfequent  treaties,  were  now  again  to 
become  valid,  and  to  be  decided  by  the  arbitration  of  France. 

But  this  projedl  being  defeated  by  the  heroic  conftancy  of  theQue^n 
of  Hungary,  whofe  wifdom  and  refolutioh,  which  will  equal  her  naoK 
in  future  hiflories  with  thofe  of  the  moft  fucceisful  conquercMt,  re- 
jedled  their  mediation,  and  refufed  to  own  her  right  doubtful)  by 
fubmitting  it  to  be  tried ;  they  were  obliged  no  longer  to  diffemble 
their  defigns,  or  make  further  pretences  to  refpeS  or  tendemefi. 
Her  &11  was  necefiary  to  their  own  exaltation  j  they  therefore  kindled 
a  general  conflagration  of  war,  they  excited  all  the  princes  to  take 
arms  againft  her,  and  found  it  indeed  no  difficult  tafk  to  perfuade 
them  to  attack  a  princefe,  whom  they  thought  unable  to  form  an 
army,  whom  they  believed  they  fhould  rather  purfue  than  engage,  and 
whofe  dominions  might  be  overrun  Mrithout  bloodfhed,  and  whomAcy 
fhould  conquer  only  by  marching  againft. 

Such  a  combination  as  this,  a  combination  of  monarchs,  of  which 
each  appeared  able  fingly  to  have  carried  on  a  war  againft  her,  no- 
thing but  the  higheft  degree  of  ma|;nanimi^  could  have  formed  a 

dcfiga 
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deGgn  of  reiifting ;  nor  could  that  refiftance  have  procured  the  lead 
advantages,  or  retarded  for  a  Angle  day  the  calamities  that  were 
threatened,  had  it  not  been  regulated  by  every  martial  virtue,  had 
not  policy  united  with  courage,  and  caution  with  aftivity. 

Thus  did  the  intrepidity  of  this  princefs,  my  Lords,  fupport  her. 
againft  die  ftorms  that  iboolc  her  kingdom  on  every  fide ;  thus  did 
thofe,  whom  her  virtues  gained  over  to  her  fervice,  and  whom  her 
example  animated  with  contempt  of  fuperior  numbers,  defend  her 
againft  the  forces  of  all  the  furrounding  nations,  led  on  by  Monarchs, 
and  elated  with  the  profpe£t  of  an  eafy  conqueft. 

But  the  utmoft  that  could  be  hoped  from  the  moft  refined  ftrata- 
gems,  or  the  moft  exalted  courage,  was  only  that  her  fate  might  be 
deferred,  that  ihe  would  not  fall  wholly  unrevenged,  that  her  ene- 
mies would  fufFer  with  her,  and  that  vi£tory  would  not  be  gained 
without  a  battle.  It  was  evident,  that  bravery  muft  in  time  give 
way  to  ftrength,  that  vigour  muft  be  wearied,  and  policy  exhaufted, 
that  by  a  conftant  fucceffiofi  of  new  forces,  the  jno&  refolute  troops 
moft  be  overwhelmed ;  and  diat  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  could  only 
gain  by  the  war,  the  fatal  honour  of  being  glorioufly  extingulfhed. 

This  his  Majefty's  wifdom  eafily  enabled  him  to  difcover,  and  his 
goodnefs  incited  him  to  prevent ;  he  called  upon  all  the  powers,  who 
had  promifed  to  preferve  the  Pragmatic  Sanfiion,  to  have  regard  t^ 
the  fiuth  of  nations,  and  by  fulfilling  their  engagements,  to  preferve 
the  liberties  of  Europe ;  but  the  fuccefs  of  his  remonftrances  only 
afforded  a  new  inftance  of  the  weaknefs  of  juftice,  when  oppofed  to 
intereft  or  fear.  AU  the  potentates  of  the  continent  were  reftrained 
J>y  the  threats,  or  gained  by  the  promifes  of  France ;  and  the  difpofa[ 
of  the  pofleffions  of  the  Auftrian  Houfe,  feemed  by  the  general  con* 
fent  of  Europe,  to  be  reiigned  to  the  family  of  Bourbon. 

But  our  Sovereign  was  not  yet  difcouraged  from  aflerting  the 
rights  which  he  had  promifed  to  maintain,  nor  did  he  think  the 
ncgleA  pr  treachery  of  others  a'  fufficient  reafon  for  refui^ng  that 
Affiftance,  which  juftice  and  policy  equally  required.  He  knew  the 
power  of  bis  own  empire,  and  though  he  did  not  omit  to  cultivate 
alliances,  be  was  confcious  of  his  ability  to  proceed  without  them ; 
and  therefore  ihewed,  by  fending  his  troops  into  the  Auftrian  terri- 
tories, that  the  meafures  of  the  Sovereign  of  Britain  were  not  to  be 
regulated  by  either  his  enemies,  or  his  confederates  i  that  this  nation 
is  jpt  able  to  fuppprt  its  Qwn  claims,  and  proted  thofe  of  its  allies ; 


and  that  while  we  attack  one  of  the  kingdoms  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon,  we  are  not  afraid  to  fet  the  other  at  defiance. 

The  eSc&s  of  this  condujfl,  my  Lords,  were  hnmediately  appa* 
rent ;  the  King  of  Sardinia  engaged  to  oppofe  the  entrance  of  dK 
Spaniards  into  Italy ;  the  King  of  Pruffia  not  only  made  a  peace 
with  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  by  whom  he  was  more  to  be  dreaded 
than  any  other  enemy,  but  entered  into  an  alliance  witk  his  Majefty, 
i^ho  has  made  no  fmall  addition  to  his  influence,  by  another  treaty 
with  the  moft  powerful  jiations  of  the  North. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  are  the  dreadful  armi  of  France,  which  art 
ficver  employed  but  in  the  deteftabte  and  horrid  plan  of  extending 
flavery,  and  fupporting  oppreffion,  ftdppcd  in  the  full  career  of  fuc- 
ccfs.  Thus  is  the  fcheme  of  uni^erfal  monarchy  once  more  Wafted^ 
and  the  world  taught,  that  the  prfefcrvation  of  the  rights  of  man* 
kind,  the  fccurity  of  religion,  and  the  eftaMiihmetit  of  peace,  art 
not  impradlicable,  that  the  power  of  Britain  is  yet  undimini&ed,  and 
that  her  fpirit  is  ncft  yet  deprcflcd. 
.  By  his  Majefty's  condud,  my  Lords,  the  teputation  of  our  coun- 
try is  now  mifed  to  its  utmoft  height ;  we  arc  now  confidered  as  Ac 
arbiters  of  empire,  the  prote^rs  of  right,  the  patlrons  of  dil^refs, 
and  the  fuftainers  of  the  balance  of  the  Wdrld.  I  cannot  tberefert 
l»ut  conclude,  that  no  man  in  this  illuftrious  Afl^mbiy  will  be  iin- 
tirilling  to  acknowledge  that  wifdom  and  firmnefs.  Which  not  ofily 
this  nation,  but  the  greateft  part  of  the  univerfe,  #iU  remember 
^ith  gratitude  in  the  remoteft  ages,  and  that  the  motion,  which  I 
now  fecond,  will  be  univerfally  approved. 

The  Speaker  then  read  the  motion,  and  afked  lA  the  nfaal  fom^ 
whether  it  was  their  Lordfliip's  pleafure  that  fhe  queftion  (hould  b^put 
upon  which  Lord  Chesterfield  rofe  op,  and  fpok^  to  the  follawiiig 
purpofe : — My  Lords,  though  the  motion  has  been,  by  the  noble 
Lord  who  made  it,  introduced  with  all  the  art  of  rhetoric^  and  en* 
forced  by  him  that  feconded  it,  with  the  utmoft  ardour  of  fceal,  aa4 
the  higheft  raptures  of  fatisfadiofi  and  gratitude;  though  all  die  latQ 
nieafures  have  been  recommended  to  our  applaufe,  'as  proo6of  the 
ftriSeft  fidelity,  and. the  moft  fagacious  policy ^  atid  (hbugh  I  tte^ 
very  for  from  intending  to  charge  them  Vwth  weaktieft  or  injuftice, 
or  from  pretending  to  have  difcovercd  tft  them  a  frcfet  tMdency  to 
'advance  any  intefeft  in  oppofition  to  that  of  Britain,  I  am  yet  not 
able  to  prevail  upon  myfelf  to  fnppr^ls  liM»fc  fcropl^s  {H^ich  biddtf 

me 
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ae  frcm  concurring  with  thcm^  and  from  approving  the  Addrcfr 
'  vbicb  is  now.  propofed. 

I  am  Icfs  inclined,  my  Lords,  to  favour  the  pr^fent  motion,  bc- 
faufe  I  h^yc  long  been  defirous  c^  feeing  the  ancient  method  of 
general  Addrefles  revived  by  this  Houfe  ^  a  method  of  Addrefs  by 
which  our  princes  were  reverenced  without  flattery,  and  which  kft 
Vi$  at  liberty  to  honour  the  Crown,  without  defcending  to  idolize  the 
Minifiry. 

I  know  noty  my  Lords,  what  advantages  have  been  procured  by 
an  annual  repetition  of  the  fpeeches  from  the  Throne,  however  gra- 
cious or  excellent.  For  ourfelves,  we  have  certainly  obtained  no 
acw  confidence  from  the  Crown,  nor  any  higher  degree  of  honour 
smoiig  the  people.  The  incenfe,  which  from  our  cenfers  has  lb 
loQg  perfumed  the  palace,  has  inclined  the  nation  to  fufpe^  that  we 
a»  long  enough  inured  to  idolatry,  to  offer  up  their  properties  for  a 
iibcrifice,  whenever  they  (hall  be  required  j  and  I  cannot  diflemble 
my  fufpicions,  that  a  long  continuance  of  this  cuftom  may  give 
tons  ambitious  or  oppreffive  prince  in  fome  difiant  age,  when  per* 
baps  this  beneficent  and  illuftrious  family  may  be  extin£t^  the  con- 
fidence to  demand  it. 

I  cannot  but  be  of  opinion,  and  hope  your  Lordlhips  will  be  con- 
vinced upon  very  fhort  refiedion,  that  there  is  a  ftile  of  fervility, 
which  it  becTomes  not  this  Houfe  to  uie  even  to  our  Monarchs :  wc 
sre  to  remember,  indeed,  diat  reverence  which  is  always  due  from 
fubjeds,  but  to  preferve  likewife  that  dignity  which  is  infeparable 
from  independence  and  legiflative  authority. 

That  we  ought  not  to  defcend  to  the  meaneft  of  flattery,  that  we 
pught  to  preferve  the  privilege  of  fpeaking,  without  exaggerated 
^aifes,  or  zSe&td  acknowledgments,  our  regard  not  only  to  our- 
felvcs^  but  to  our  Sovereign  ought  to  remind  us*  For  nothing  is 
nore  evidjcnt,  n^y  Lords,  than  diat  no  Monarch  can  be  happy  while 
bis  peppk  are  miferable ;  that  the  Throne  can  be  fecure  only  by 
Uog  guarded  by  the  affe£tions  of  die  people  ^  and  the  prince  can 
only  gain  and  preferve  their  aiFe&ions,  by  promoting  their  .interefty 
lad  fupporting  their  privileges. 

Bint  how*  my  Lords,  fhall  that  Monarch  diftinguilh  the  intereft 
af  bis  people,  whom  none  fliall  d^re  .to  approach  with  information  i 
How  ihaU  iheir  privilege^  be  fupported,  if  when  they  are  infringe 
ffo  num  will  complain  I  And  who  ibaU  dare  tp  lay  any  public  griev- 

i^4.  ances. 
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Mces,  or  private  wrongs  before  the  King  of  Britain,  if  the  higheft 
Aflembly  of  the  nation  fhall  never  addrefs  bim  but  in  terms  oC 
flattery  i 

The  neceffity  of  PMttiiig  ap  end  to  this  corrupt  cuftom,  becomea 
every  day  more  and  more  urgent ;  the  af&irs  of  Europe  are  haften- 
ing  to  a  criiis,  in  which  all  our  prudence,  and  all  our  influence  wiU 
be  required ;  and  we  ought  therefore  to  take  care  not  to  perplex  our 
refolutions  by  voluntary  ignorance,  or  deftroy  our  credit  by  a  public 
approbation  of  meafures,  which  we  are  well  known  not  to  un« 
derfiand* 

I  fuppofe,  none  of  your  Lordflitps,  who  are  not  engaged  in  the 
admfniftration  of  ai&irs,  will  think  it  derogatory  from  the  reputation 
of  your  abilities  and  experience,  to  confefs,  that  you  do  not  yet  fire  all 
the  circiimftances  or  coiifequences  of  the  meafures  which  you  are 
deiired  to  applaud ;  meafures  which  have  been  too  lately  taken  to 

difcover  their  own  tendency,  and  with  relation  to  which  no  papers 

•  .i"«  -•«•'        '■'. 

have  been  lafd  before  us.  We  are  told  of  armies  joined,  and  trea- 
ties  concluded,  and  therefore  called  upon  to  praife  the  wiidom  of  our 
negotiations,  and  the  ufefulnefs  and  vigour  of  our  military  prepara« 
tions ;  tliough  we  are  neither  acquainted  on  what  terms  our  alliaocea 
are  formed,  nor  on  what  conditions  our  auxiliaries  affift  us. 

This,  my  Lords,  is  furely  fuch  treatment  as  no  liberal  mind  can 

.  •  '  "      '         .  ... 

very  patiently  fupport ;  it  is  little  lefs  than  to  require  that  we  fbould 

•  #       •  ■  • 

follow  our  guides  with  our  eyes  (hut ;  that  we  {hould  place  implicit 
confidence  in  the  wifdom  of  our  minifters,  and  having  firft  fuiFered 
them  to  blind  ourfelves,  ai&ft  them  afterwards  to  blind  the  people. 
The  longer  I  dwell  upon  the  confidcration  of  this  motion,  the 
.  more  arguments  arife  to  perfuade  me,  that  we  ought  fiot  haftily  to 
agree  to  it.  My  Lords,  the  Addrefs  propofed,  like  the  fpeech  itfelf^ 
is  of  a  very  complicated  and  intricate  kind,  and  compriies  in  a 
ifew  words  many  tranfafiions  of  great  importance,  crouded  together 
with  an  artful  brevity,  that  the  mind  may  be  hindered  by  the  multi- 
tude  of  images,  from  a  diftin£t  and  deliberate  confidcration  of  par* 
ticulars.  Here  are  ads  of  negotiation  confounded  with  operations 
of  war,  one  treaty  entangled  with  another,  and  the  union  of  the 
Hanoverians  with  our  troops,  mentioned  almoft  in  the  fame  fentence 
^ith  the  Spaniih  war.  This  croud  of  tranfaflions,  fo  diflfcrent  in 
•|beir  nature,  fo  various  hi  their  confcquenccs,  who  can  venture  to 
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approve  in  die  grofs  ?   or  who  can  diftinguiih  without  lon^  exa« 
mination  i  s 

I  hope,  my  Lords,  that  I  (hall  not  be  charged  with  want  of  can- 
dour, in  fuppofing  the  motion  not  to  be  an  extemppraneous  compo- 
fition,  but  to  be  drawn  up  with  art  and  deliberation.  It  is  well 
blown,  diat  the  Addrefs  is  often  concerted  at  the  fame  time  that 
lEhe  fpeech  is  compofed ;  and  that  it  is  not  uncommon  to  take  advan* 
tage  of  the  fuperioritj  which  long  acquaintance  with  the  c^eftion 
gives  thofe  who  defend  the  motion,  above  thofe  who  oppofe  it. 

We  are  indeed  told,  that  the  vifible  effects  of  his  Majefty's  mea* 
fiires  prove  their  expediency,  and  that  we  may  fafely  applaud  that 
condud  of  which  we  receive  the  benefits^  But,  my  Lords,  the  ad- 
vantages mufl  be  feen  or  fiplt  before  they  can  be  properly  acknow- 
ledged ;  and  it  has  not  been  fliewn,  that  we  have  yet  either  intimi- 
dated the  enemies  of  the  Queen  pf  Hungary,  whpfe  intereft  we  have 
been  lately  taught  to  believe  infeparable  from  pur  pwn,  or  encourag- 
ed any  new  allies  to  declare  in  her  iavour. 

The  Dutch,  my  Lords,  are  not  yet  roufed  from  their  flumber  of 
neutrality ;  and  how  loudly  foever  we  may  aflert  our  zeal,  or  witli 
irtiatever  pomp  we  may  difplay  our  ftrength,  they  ftili  feem  tp  doubt 
Cither  our  integrity  or  force ;  and  are  afraid  of  engaging  in  tb^  quar- 
rel, left  they  fhould  be  either  conquered  pr  betrayed.  Nor  has  the 
approach  of  our  army,  however  they  may  be  delighted  with  the 
ihow,  infptred  them  with  more  CQurage,  though  thpy  are  enforced 
by  the  troops  of  Hanc^er. 

The  addition  of  thefe  forces  to  the  Britiib  army,  has  been  men- 
tioned as  aa  inftance  of  uncommon  attention  to  the  great  caufe  of 
Vniver£d  liberty,  as  a  proof  that  no  regard  has  been  paid  to  private 
intereft,  and  that  all  confiderations  are  facrificed  to  public  gpod« 
But  fince  no  fervice  ean  be  fo  great  but  it  may  be  overpaid,  it  is 
necefiary  that  we  may  judge  of  the  benefit,  to  inform  us  pn  what 
terms  it  has  been  obtained,  and  l^pw  fvell"  thp  aft  of  fucceffipn  has 
been  obferyed  pn  this  Ojcqafign, 

Though  I  am  too  well  acquainted,  my  Lords,  with  the  maxims 
which  prevail  in  the  prefent  age,  and  have  had  too  much  experienpe 
of  the  motives,  by  which  the  decifipns  pf  the  Senate  are  ipfluenced^ 
to  oiler  any  motiori  of  my  o\yn,  ypt  thefe  reafons  will  withhold  me 
frpm  concuning  with  this.  I  cannot  but  be  of  opinion,  that  the 
||i»eftipi|  qught  tp  be  ppftppi^d  tg  anoth<rr  ^ay)  ii^  which  the  Houfe 
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may  be  fulltr,  our  delibentioAs  be  affifted  by  the  wifdom  and  ofs- 
rience  of  more  than  thirty  Lords,  who  are  now  abfent,  and  the  fob* 
je£b  of  enquiry,  of  which  many  are  new  and  unexpefkdi  any  be 
more  accurately  coniidered^  nor  can  I  prevail  upon  myfelf  to  return 
to  general  declarations  any  other  than  general  anfwera. 

Lord  Cartiret  anfwered  in  fubftance  as  follows:— My  Lonb, 
As  there  has  arifen  no  new  queftion,  as  his  Majcily  in  affifting  ^ 
Queen  of  Hungary,  has  only  followed  the  advice  of  the  Senate ;  I 
am  far  from  being  able  to  difcover,  vfhy  any  long  ddiberation  ibouM 
be  neceflary  to  a  concurrence  with  the  motion  nOw  before  us,  or 
whence  any  doubt  can  arife  with  regard  to  the  efieds  of  his  Majefty's 
meafures  5  efkOs  which  no  man  will  deny,  who. will  believe  either 
his  own  eyes,  or  the  teftimony  of  others ;  efie£b,  which  every  man 
who  furveys  the  ftate  of  Europe  muft  perceive,  and  which  our  fritods 
and  our  enemies  will  equally  confeft. 

To  thefe  meafures^  which  we  are  now  to  conlidcr,  it  muft  be 
afcribed,  that  the  French  are  no  longer  lords  of  Germany ;  that  they 
no  longer  hold  the  princes  of  the  empire  in  fubje<^lion,  lay  provinces 
wafte  at  pleafure,  and  fell  tteir  fnendihip  on  liietr  own  terms.  By 
thefe  meafures  have  the  Dutch  been  delivet;ed  from  their  terrors,  and 
encouraged  to  deliberate  freely  upon  the  ftate  of  Europe,  and  pfc* 
pare  for  the  fupport  of  the  Pragniatic  Sandion.  But  the  conuiMft 
taufe  has  been  moft  evidently  advanced  by  gaining  the  King  of  Pnilia, 
by  whofe  defeflion  the  balance  of  the  war  was  turned,  and  at  lesft 
thirty  thoufand  men  taken  away  from  the  fcale  of  France. 

This,  my  Lords,  was  a  change  only  to  be  efie£faed  by  a  patient 
expedation  of  opportunities,  and  a  politic  improvement  of  cafual  ad- 
vantages, and  by  contriving  methods  of  reconciling  the  inteitft  rf 
Pruffia  with  the  firiendfliip  of  Ae  Queen  of  Hungary  ;  £ar  princes, 
hke  other  men,  are  inclined  to  prefer  their  own  intereft  to  all  other 
motives,  and  to  f<rilow  that  fcheme  vrhich  ihall  promife  moft  gain. 

That  all  this,  my  Lords,  has  been  eflffcded,  cannot  be  denied  $  nor 
can  it  be  faid  to  have  been  eiFe£ted  by  any  other  caufes  than  the 
condqft  of  Britain :  had  this  nation  locrfied  either  with  cowardly  de- 
ipair,  or  negligent  inadivity,  on  the  riftng  power  of  France  and  the 
troubles  of  the  continent ;  had  the  diftributten  of  empire  been  kft  ea 
chance,  our  thoughts  confined  wholly  to  commerce,  and  our  pro« 
fpefts  not  extended  beyond  our  own  ifland,  the  libeities  of  Europe 
had  been  at  an  end,  the  Fxeach  had  eftiibtiihed  themielvcs  in  thefts 

CHTO 
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cure  pofleffion  of  univerfal  monarchy^  would  henceforth  have  fet 
mankind  at  defiance,  and  wantoned  without  fear  in  oppreffion  and 
infolence. 

Thcfe,  my  Lords,  are  conicquences  of  the  raeafures  purfued  by 
his  Majefty,  of  which  neither  the  reality  nor  the  importance  can  be 
queftioned,  and  therefore  they  may  doubdefs  be  approved  without 
hefitation.  For  furcly,  my  Lords,  rfie  addition  of  the  Hanoverian 
troops  to  the  forces  of  our  own  nation  can  raife  no  fcruples,  nor  be 
t^rcfented  as  any  violation  of  the  Aft  of  Settlement. 

Of  the  meaning  of  that  memorable  aft,  I  believe,  I  do  not  need 
any  information.  I  know  it  is  provided,  that  this  nation  (hall  hot 
be  engaged  in  war  in  the  quarrel  of  Hanover ;  but  I  fee  no  traces  of 
a  reciprocal  obligation,  nor  can  difcover  any  claufe,  by  which  we 
are  forbidden  to  make  ufe  in  our  own  caufe  of  the  alliance  of  Hano« 
ver,  or  by  which  the  Hanoverians  are  forbidden  to  affift  us. 

I  hope,  my  Lords,  this  reprefentation  of  the  ftate  of  our  tranf« 
^£lions  with  Hanover,  will  not  be  charged  with  artifice  or  fophiftry, 
I  know  how  invidious  a  tafk  is  undertaken  by  him  who  attempts  to 
ihew  any  conneftidn  between  interefts  Co  generally  thought  oppofite^ 
and  am  fupported  in  this  apology  only  by  the  confcioufnefs  of  integrity^ 
^d  the  intrepidity  of  truth. 

The  affiftance  of  Hanover,  my  Lords,  was  at  this  time  apparently 
necei&ry.  Our  own  troops,  joined  with  the  Heffians,  corapofed  a 
body  too  fmall  to  make  any  efficacious  oppofition  to  the  defigns  of 
France  ;  but  by  the  addition  of  fixteen  thoufand  men,  became  fuffi* 
tiently  formidable  to  oblige  her  to  employ  thofe  troops  for  the  fe^ 
rurity  of  her  firontiers,  with  wfaieh  (he  intended  to  have  overwhelmed 
Italy,  and  to  have  exalted  another  Spanjfli  prince  to  a  new  kingdom. 
The  Spaniards,  deprived  of  this  affiftance,  harrafled  by  the  Auftrians 
with  perpetual  alarms,  and  debarred  by  our  fleet  from  the  fupplies 
which  are  provided  fi>r  them  in  their  €wn  country,  muft  languifli 
frith  penury  and  hardfliips,  being  equally  cut  ofF  frpni  fuccour  and 
from  flight. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  it  is  evident,  that  the  true  dnd  everlafting  inte- 
Ttft  of  Britain  has  been  fteadily  purfued  ;  that  the  meafures  formed 
to  promote  it  have  been  not  only  prudent,  but  fuccefsful.  We  did 
Hot  engage  Iboner  in  the  quarrel,  becanfe  we  were  not  able  to  form 
tn  army  fuffictently  powerful.  An  advantageous  peace  is  only  to  be 
obtained  by  vigorous  preparatioi^  for  war  j  nor  is  it  to  be  expefted 

that 
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that  our  enemies  fliould  court  our  fricndfhip,  till  they  fee  that  our 
oppofition  is  really  formidable.  Such,  my  Lords,  i^  our  prefcnt  ftate^ 
wc  may  reafoAably  hope  that  the  French  will  defift  from  their  defigns, 
becaufe  they  will  have  ^  confederacy  to  oppofe,  more  powerful  than 
that  by  which  their  immortal  monarch  was  lately  humbled ;  and  I 
hope  that  condu£);  will  always  be  applauded  in  this  Houfe,  which 
enables  us  to  reprefs  the  arrogance  of  France. 

Lord  Westmorland  then  fpoke  to  the  following  purport;— 
My  Lords,  Though  the  warmth  which  the  noble  Lord  has  defended 
the  motion,  and  the  confidence  with  which  he  aiTerts  the  propriety 
and  efficacy  of  the  meafures  to  which  it  relates,  are  fuch  proofs  of 
the  ftrength  of  his  convidlion  as  leave  no  room  to  doubt  his  iincerity ; 
yet  as  the  fame  arguments  do  not  operate  upon  different  minds  with 
the  fame  force,  I  hope  I  fhall  not  be  thought  lefs  fincere,  or  le& 
i^udious  of  the  public  happlnefs,  or  the  honour  of  the  crown,  though 
)  prefume  to  differ  from  him. 

In  the  motion  now  before  us,  I  cannot  concur,  becaufe,  though  it 
ibould  be  allowed  to  contain  a  juft  reprefentation  of  foreign  af&irs, 
yet  it  appears  to  me  to  omit  thofe  confiderations  which  I  think  it  the 
duty  of  this  Houfe  to  offer  to  his  Majefly.  This  nation  is,  in  ray 
opinion,  expofed  to  enemies  more  formidable  than  the  French  ;  nor 
do  I  think  that  we  are  at  leifure  to  defend  the  liberties  of  Europe,  till 
we  have  made  fome  proyifions  for  the  fecurity  of  our  own;  or  to 
regulate  the  balance  6f  power,  till  we  ha.ye  refiored  our  conftitution 
to  its  ancient  equilibrium. 

That  there  ^re  flagrant  proofs  of  the  moft  enormous  corruption 
throughout  the  whole  fubordination  of  public  offices;  that  our  pub- 
lic funds  zfc  only  nurferies  of  fraud,  and  diat  truft  of  eyery  kind  is 
only  confidered  as  an  opportunity  of  plundering,  appears  eyidendy 
from  the  uniyerfal  prevalence  of  luxury  apd  extravagance,  from  d)^ 
fudden  affluence  of  private  men,  from  the  wanton  riot  of  their  tables, 
the  regal  fplendour  of  their  equipages,  and  tl)e  oftent^tious  magni&i 
ccnce  of  their  buildings. 

It  is  evident  likewife,  that  corruption  is  not  confined  to  public 
offices ;  that  thofe  who  )iave  loft  their  own  integrity,  have  endear 
vpured  to  deftroy  the  virtue  of  others ;  that  attempts  have  been  made 
to  fubjeA  the  whole  nation  to  the  influence  of  corruption,  and  tp 
fpread  the  contagion  of  bribery  from  t))e  higheft  to  the  )Qvel^  c)^ 
pf  the  people. 
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It  is  therefore  neceflary,  before  we  engage  in  the  confideration  of 
foreign  aiFairs,  to  profecute  the  enquiry  which  was  begun  in  the  laft 
fe£^on,  to  trace  wickednefs  to  its  fource,  and  drag  the  authors  of  our 
miferies  into  the  light. 

Thcfe,  my  Lords,  are  the  enquiries  which  the  general  voice  of  the 
people  importunately  demands  ;  thefe  are  the  petitions  which  ought 
never  to  be  rejeded  ;  all  parties  are  now  united,  and  all  animofities 
extinguifhed ;  nor  is  there  any  other  clamour  than  for  enquiries  and 
punifhment. 

The  other  Houfe,  my  Lords,  has  been  engaged  in  the  laudable 
attempt  to  detedt  thofe  who  have  betrayed,  or  plundered,  or  corrupted 
their  country ;  and  furely  we  ought  to  have  fo  much  regard  to  our 
own  honour,  as  not  to  fuffer  them  to  toil  alone  in  a  defign  fo  popular^ 
fo  juft,  and  fo  neceflary,  while  we  amufe  ourfelves  with  applauding 
the  fagacity  of  our  minifters,  who,  whatever  they  may  hope  them- 
fclves,  or  promife  others,  have  not  yet  prevailed  on  any  foreign  power 
to  concur  with  them,  or  to  interpofe  in  the  affairs  of  the  continent. 
And  therefore  I  cannot  conceal  my  fufpicion,  that  inftead  of  furnifh* 
ing  any  ^bjeA  for  panegyrics  on  our  policy  and  caution,  we  are 
now  wafting  our  treafures  and  our  ftrength  in  d  romantic  expedition. 

Since  therefore,  my  Lords,  our  domeftic  evils  feem  to  me  moft 
dangerous,  I  move,  that  in  order  to  their  fpeedy  remedy,  and  that 
tiie  people  may  fee  we  do  not  forget  their  immediate  intereft,  this  ad- 
dition be  made  to  the  motion  now  before  us  : 

*•  And  humbly  to  aflure  his  Majefty,  that  we  will  apply  our  con- 
ftant  and  perfevering  endeavours  to  calm  and  heal  animofities  and 
divifions,  unfcafonable  as  they  are  at  all  times,  and  moft  pernicious 
•  in  the  prefent  junfture,  which  the  true  fatherly  tendernefs  of  his  Ma- 
jefty, out  of  the  abundance  of  his  conftant  care  for  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  his  people,  has  fo  afie£tionately  at  the  clofe  of  laft  feilion 
tecommended  from  the  throne,  by  fearching  thoroughly  and  cffcftu- 
%  into  the  grounds,  which  are  or  may  be  afligned  for  public  dif- 
content,  agreeably  to  the  ancient  rules  and  methods  of  Parliament." 

This  additional  claufe  being  delivered  in  writing  to  the  Speaker, 
he  read  it  to  the  Houfe,  but  &id  that  the  noble  Lord  fpoke  fo  low, 
that  he  could  not  tell  where  he  propofed  to  have  it  inferted.  Lord 
Westmorland  then  directed  him  to  read  the  motion,  which  done, 
he  defucd  that  bis  claufe  might  be  added  at  the  end. 

Upon 
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Upon  this  Lord  Raymond  fpoke  ai  follows :— My  Locds,  The 
addition  which  the  noble  Lord  has  offered  to  the  Addrefs  propoled, 
cannot,  in  my  opinion^  be  properly  admitted^  as  it  has  no  relation  to 
the  preceding  claufes,  but  is  rather  inconfiftent  with  them. 

Nor  do  I  think  it  only  improper  with  regard  to  the  other  part  of 
the  motion,  But  unneccilary  in  itfelf ;  fince  it  has  no  reference  to  his 
Majefty's  Speech,  now  under  our  condderation  i  fiiice  it  will  fiicili- 
tate  none  of  our  enquiries,  which  may  be  carried  on  with  equal  vigour 
without  any  iuch  unfeafonable  declaration  of  our  defign. 

If,  therefore,  the  motion  for  the  amendment  be  not  withdrawn,  I 
fliall  move,  that  the  ilrft  queftion  be  firft  put. 

f  7'hc  queftion  was  then  put  with  regard  to  the  firft  motion,  and  it 
pafied  in  the  affirmative,  without  any  divifion.  j 
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Motion  in  thi  CommHtei  of  Supplks^  for  granting  Pay  fir  x6ooo  /KflWv 

verian  Troops  for  the  four  Months  la/i  pt^. 

Sir  William  YoKtge  opened  the  debate^  and  fpoke  in  fubfbnoe 
as  follows : — Sir,  Though  the  general  ftatc  of  the  kingdoms  of  |iur 
rope  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  be  wholly  unknown  in  this  Allembly)  jfet 
iince  the  decifion  of  the  queflion  now  before  us,  muft  depend  upoa 
the  conceptions  which  every  man  has  formed  with  regard  to  tl» 
affairs  on  the  continent,  it  will  be  neceilary  to  exhibit  them  to  view 
in  a  narrow  compafs,  that  nothing  which  may  contribute  to  our  in^ 
formation  may  be  overlooked  or  forgotten. 

The  late  Emperor,  for  fome  time  before  his  death,  finding  that 
there  remained  little  hopes  of  male  ifliie,  and  that  his  £imily  would 
be  confcquently  in  danger  of  lofing  part  of  the  honours  and  dignities 
which  it  had  fo  long  enjoyed,  turned  bis  thoughts  to  the  fecurity  of 
bis  hereditary  dominions,  which  he  entailed  upon  his  cldeft  daughter^ 
to  prcfcrve  them  from  being  broken  into  fragments,  and  divided 

among 
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9mong  the  numerous  pretenders  to  thorn  (  and  that  this  fettlement 
might  be  preferved  from  violation,  employed  all  the  opportunities 
which  any  extl^rdinary  conjun(^res  prefented  to  him  of  obtaining 
tke  concurrence  and  ratification  of  the  neighbouring  ftates. 

As  it  was  always  the  intereft  of  this  nation  to  fupport  the  Houfe  of 
Auftriai  as  a  counterbalance  to  the  power  of  Francei  it  was  eafy  to 
procure  from  us  a  folemn  acceifion  to  this  important  fettlement;  and 
we  therefore  promifed  to  fupport  it,  whenever  it  ihould  be  attacked. 
This  was  in  reality  only  a  promife  to  be  watchful  for  our  own  advan^ 
tage,  and  to  binder  that  increafe  of  the  French  influence,  which  itiutt 
at  length  be  fatal  to  ourfelves. 

The  like  engagements  were  propofed  to  many  other  powers,  which 
pr<^lals  were  by  moft  of  them  accepted,  and  among  others  by  France, 
upon  confideration  of  a  very  large  increafe  of  her  dominions  i  and  it 
was  hoped,  that  whatever  might  be  determined  by  the  £Ie<Stors  with 
reiped  to  the  imperial  dignity,  the  hereditary  dominions  to  the  Houfe 
of  Attftria  would  remain  in  the  iSune  fiimily,  and  that  France  would 
be  hindered  by  her  own  engagements  from  difturbing  the  peace  of 
the  empire. 

But  no  fooner  did  the  death  of  the  Emperor  give  the  enemies  of 
die  Houfe  of  Auftria  hopes  of  gratifying  without  danger  their  refent* 
taent  and  ambition,  than  almoft  all  the  neighbouring  princes  began 
ts  revive  their  pretenlioas,  and  appeared  refolved  to  recover  by  force^ 
what  they  alledged  to  have  been  only  by  force  withheld  from  them. 
Aranies  were  raifed  on  all  fides,  invafions  either  attempted  or  threat- 
ened from  every  quarter,  and  the  whole  world  looked  upon  the 
daughter  of  Auftria  either  with  pity  or  with  joy,  as  unable  to  make 
tty  Aaad  agatnft  the  general  confederacy,  and  under  a  necefGty  of 
yielding  to  the  moft  opprei&ve  terms,  and  purchafing  peace  from  her 
•oemies  at  their  own  price. 

It  cannot  be  mentioned,' without  indignation,  that  this  univerfal 
combination  was  formed  and  condafied  by  the  influence  of  the  French,^ 
^vho,  after  having  agreed  to  the  Pragmatic  Sanation,  omitted  no  en« 
deavours  to  promote  the*  violation  of  it ;  and  not  or^ly  incited  the 
ttighbouring  princes  to  aflert  dieir  claim  by  promifes  of  affiftance^ 
J>ut  poured  numerous  armies  into  the  ismpire,  not  only  to  procure 
by  fQR:e,  and  without  the  leaft  regard  to  equity,  an  eledion  in  favour 
^  the  Duke  of  Bavaria,  but  to  aSft  him  in  the  invaiion  of  the  Au» 
ioan  donuaienS)  of  which  the  fettkment  bad  been  ratified  by  their 

concur- 
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concurrence^  purchafed  at  a  price  which  might  jtfftly  hare  bcetf 
thought  too  great,  even  though  they  had  obferved  tKeir  ftipulations. 

The  pleas  which  they  advanced  in  vindication  of  tkir  condud^  it 
is  not  neceflary  to  relate;  fince,  however  artfully  they  may  be  formed, 
the  common  fenfe  of  mankind  muft  perceive  them  to  be  ialfe.  It  is 
to  no  purpofe,  that  they  declare  themfelves  not  to  have  receded  from 
their  promife,  becaufe  they  enter  the  empire  only  as  auxiliaries,  and 
their  troops  a£l  under  the  command  of  the  Eledor  of  Bavaria;  fince 
he  that  furniihes  troops  for  the  invafion  of  thofe  territories  which  he 
is  obliged  to  prote£l,  may  very  juftly  be  confidered  as  an  invader ;  as 
he  who  aflifts  a  thief,  partakes  the  guilt  of  theft. 

All  contrads.  Sir,  whether  between  ftates  or  private  perfons,  are 
to  be  underftood  according  to  the  known  intention  of  the  two  parties; 
and  I  fuppofe  it  will  not  be  pretended,  by  the  moft  hardened  advocate 
for  the  condud  of  the  French,  that  the  late  Emperor  would  have 
purchafed,  atfo  dear  a  rate,  their  acceffion  to  the  Pragmatic  Sandion, 
if  he  had  fuppofed,  that  they  ftill  thought  themfelves  at  liberty  to  em- 
ploy all  their  treafure  and  their  force  in  aiBfting  others  to  violate  it. 

It  is  well  known,  that  an  unfuccefsful  vtrar,  which  the  French  are 
likewife  fufpeded  of  affifting,  had,  a  ihort  time  before  the  death  of 
the  Emperor,  weakened  his  forces,  and  exhaufted  his  revenues ;  and 
that  therefore,  when  he  was  furprized  by  death,  he  left  his  fiunily  im- 
poveriihcd  and  defencelefs;  fo  that  his  daughter  being  without  money 
or  armies,  and  preiTed  by  enemies  on  every  fide  of  her  dominions, 
was  immediately  reduced  to  fuch  diftrefs  as  perhaps  flie  only  was  able 
to'fupport,  and  fuch  difRculties  as  no  other  would  have  entertained 
the  leaft  hope  of  being  able  to  furmount. 

In  the  firft  crufli  of  her  calamities,  when  flie  was  driven  by  the 
torrent  of  invafion  from  fortrefs  to  fortrefs,  and  from  kingdom  to 
kingdom,  it  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  moft  of  the  guarantees  of  die 
Pragmatic  Sanson  ftood  at  gaze,  without  attempting  that  relief 
ivhich  (he  inceflantly  called  upon  them  to  afford  h^r ;  and  which  in- 
deed they  could  deny  upon  no  other  pretence,  than  that  they  were  con- 
vinced it  would  be  ineiFe<5tual,  that  her  ruin  was  not  to  be  prevented, 
and  that  (he  muft  be  fwailowed  by  the  deluge  of  war,  which  it  ap- 
peared impoffible  to  refift  or  to  divert; 

The  Queen,  however,  determined  to  ailert  her  rights,  and  to  de- 
fend her  dominions ;  and  therefore  aiTemblcd  her  forces,  and  made 
fuch  oppofition,  that  fome  of  her  enemies  finding  the  war>  to  friuch 
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they  were  encouraged  only  by  a  belief  of  the  certainty  cf 'ffacceTs, 
likely  to  become  more  hazardous  than  they  eyptBted^  foon^defifte^ 
from  their  claims,  and  confented  to  peface  upon  ilioderate  conditions  ;' 
and  the  mbft  formidable  of  her  eneoiies,  being  alienated  from  the 
French  by  experience  of  their  treadyery,  and  perhaps  intimidated 
by  die  braTery  of  his  enemies,  was  at  laft  willing  to  become  neutral^ 
and  to  be  fatisAed  with  the  recovery  of  his  own'  claims,  witfaoitt 
affifBng  the  Eieftor  of  Bavaria. 

Thus  far  has  this  illuftrious  princeft  ftrnggled  in  die  tempeft  of 
the  continent  with  very  little  affiftancq  from  her  confedetfttes  ;  bat  itf 
cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  thefe  violent  efforts  haVenot  exhaufted  her 
ftrengdi,  or  that  (he  muft  not  be  at  lengith  overpowered  by  tfacf 
armies  which  the  French,  enraged  at  the  diikp'pointitient  of  dieif 
fcheraes,  are  fending  againft  her.  She  has  an  IncbrtteilHble  claink  toi 
oar  affiftance,  promifed  by  the  moil  folemn  iKpuI^artSons,  ai)d  thek^^ 
fore  not  to  be  widiheld  upon  any  views  of  preftnt  adtantage.  The 
pnidence  and  magnanimity  which  (he  hai'  difcovered,  prove,  that  (he 
deferves  to  be  fupportcd  upon  the  common  prTncfpfes  of  generofity^ 
which  wo&M  not  fufler  a  brave  man  to  look  idly  upon  a  heroine 
ftniggling  vnth  multitudes ;  and  the  oppofition  wl)icb  ihe  has  been 
able  to  make  alone,  ihews  that  affiftat^ce  will  not  be  vain. 

Thefe  coofiderations,  though,  finoe  the  Senate  baft  determined  til 
sfift  her,  t&dy  are  not  immediately  necefTary  in  a  queftion  which  re- 
lates only  to  the  manner  in  which  that  affiitance  fhall  be  given,  are 
yet  not  entirely  ufelefs's  fince  they  may  contribute  to  ovcrbalaiice 
any  prejudices  thatmay  obftruQ  the  fchemes  which  have  been  formed, 
and  quicken  the' endeavours  of  men  who  might  be  inclined  to  rqed 
tfaofe  counfels  to  which  any  fpecious  objediona  fiiall  be  raifed,  of 
to  lofe  that  time  in  deliberation,  which  ought  to  be  employed  in  action* 

As  the  affiftance  of  this  diftreiTed  Princefs  has  been  already  voted 
by  the  Senate,  it  is  now  no  longer  to  be  enquit-cd,  what  advantages 
ckh  be  gained  to  thift  nation  by  protecting  her,  or  whether  the  benefits 
of  viftory  Will  be  equivalent  to  the  hazards  of  war  ?.  Thefe  queftions 
wtt  ahready  determined.  It  has  already  appeared  neceffary  to  thif 
Hoiife,  to  reftore  the  balance  of  power  by  prefcrving  the  Houfe  of 
Attftria ;  and  the  only  queftion,  therefore,  that  rethains  is^  by  wkit 
aieans  we  ihall  eiidesvour  to  preftrve  it  I  and  whether'  the  means  that 
have  already  been  ufed^  deferve^  our  approbation  ^ 
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.  Atnteg  the  feveial  fchemes  that  were  propofed  for  A\i  end,  it  ap-*- 
pcaied  moft  proper  to  the  miniftry  to  form  an  army  in  the  Low 
Countries,  whence  they  might  be  ready  to  march  wherever  their 
prefence  might  be  required,  and  where  they  might  be  eafily  fupplied 
with  necefikries.  This  army  was  to  be  raiied  with  expedition ;  the 
affairs  of  .the  Qi^een  of  Hungary  could  admit  of  no  delay ;  auxiliary 
troops  were  therefore  Co  be  hired,  and  it  appeared  to  them  more  proper 
to  hire  tfie  troops  of  Hanover  than  of  any  other  nation. 

That  die  afiairs  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  would  admit  of  no  de- 
lay, and  that  dierefore  the  army  in  the  Low  Countries  was  very 
^edily  to  be  formed,  cannot  be  doubted  by  any  one  that  compares 
her  power  with  thatpf  die  nation  agaij^  which  fhe  was  contending  ^ 
a  nation  incited  by  a  long  train  of  fiiccefs  to  afpire  to  univerfal  mo«- 
siarchy ;  a  nation  which  has  long  beenaflembling  armies,  and  accu- 
mulating treafures,  in  order  to  give  law  to  the  reft  of  the  world  ^ 
which  had  for  many  years  ftood  againft  the  united  force  of  all  the 
bordering  powers,  and  to  which  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  is  not  equal  iit 
its  full  ftrength,  mucH  left  when  itt  treafures  bad  been  exhaufted^ 
and  its  troops  deftroyed  in  an  unfortunate  war  befofe  the  death  of 
the  Emperor ;  and  when  almoft  every  part  of  its  dominions  warn 
threatened  by  a  particular  power,  and  the  troops  of  each  province 
were  employed  in  the  defence  of  their  own  towns ;  fo  that  no  great 
armies  could  be  colleded^  becaufe  no  place  could  be  left  without 
defenders. 

.  Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  Auftrlan  dominions,  when  the  troops  of 
France  broke  in  upon  them ;  and  in  this  ftate  it  muft  readily  be  ac- 
knowledged, that  neither  courage  nor  prudence  could  procure  fucceis  $ 
that  no  ftratagems  could  long  divert,  nor  any  refiftance  repel  fuch 
fuperiority  of  power>  and  chat  therefore  rdtef  muft  be  fpeedy,  to  bo 
efficacious. 

,  That  to  bring  the  relief  which  we  had  prpmifed,  with  expedition 
fufficient  to  procure  any  advantages  to  our  ally,  to  pxeferve  her  pro* 
vinces  from  being  laid  wafte,  her  towns  from  being  ftormcd,  and  her 
armies  from  being  ruined  ^  to  repreft  the  confidence  of  the  French^ 
and  recal  them  from  conquefts  to  the  defence  of  their  own  .territ<Aries» 
it  was  apparently  necejBTary  to  hire  foreign  troops  $  for  to  have  feot 
over  all  our  own  forces,  had  been  to  have  tempted  the  French  to 
change  their  defign  pf  invading  the  Auftrian  dominions^  into  that  of 
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attacking  Britain,  and  attempting  to  add  this  kingdom  to  their  oj^er 
conquefts ;  to  have  raifed  new  troops  with  expedition  equal  to  thp 
necefSty  that  demanded  them,  was  either  abfolUtely  impoffible,  or  at 
leaft  very  difficult ;  and  when  raifed,  they  would  have  been  only  nev^ 
troops,  who,  whatever  might  be  their  courage,  would  have  been 
without  fkill  in  war,  and  would  therefore  have  been  dlftrufted  by 
A(rfe  whom  they  affifted,  and  defpifed  by  thofe  whom  they  oppofed. 

Nothing  therefore  remained,  but  that  auxiliaries  fliould  be  tried, 
and  the  only  queftion  then  to  be  decided,  was,  what  nation  fliould  be 
folicited  to  fupply  us  ?  Nor  was  this  fo  difficult  to  be  anfwered  as  in 
former  tim^s,  fince  there  was  not  the  ufual  liberty  of  choice ;  many 
of  the  princes  who  fend  their  troops  to  fight  for  other  powers,  wer^ 
at  that  time  either  influenced  by  the  promifes,  or  bribed  by  the 
money,  or  intimidated  by  the  forces  of  France  ;  fome  of  them  were 
engaged  in  fchemes  for  enlarging  their  own  dominions,  and  there* 
fore  were  unwilling  to  fupply  others  with  tho(f  troops  for  which  they 
were  themfelves  projefting  employment  j  and,  perhaps,  of  fome 
others  it  might  reafonably  be  doubted,  whether  they  would  not  betray 
the  caufc  which  they  fliould  be  retained  to  fupport,  and  whether  they 
would  not  in  fecret  wifli  the  depreiBon  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary^ 
by  means  of  thofe  invaders  whom  they  promifed  to  refiit.  # 

Sir,  amidft  all  thefe  confiderations,  which  there  was  not  time  com« 
plcatly  to  adjuft,  it  was  heceflary  to  turn  their  eyes  upon  fome  power 
to  which  none  of  thefe  objeftions  could  be  made;  and  therefore  they 
immediately  fixed  upon  the  Eleftorate  of  Hanover,  as  fubjedl  to  the 
fame  Monarch,  and  whicln  therefore,  the  troops  might  be  properly 
confidered  as  our  national  allies,  whofe  intereft  and  inclinations  muft 
be  the  fame  with  our  own,  and  whofe  fidelity  might  be  warranted  by 
our  own  Sovereign. 

It  was  no  fmall  advantage  that  the  contrad  for  thefe  troops  could 
be  made  without  the  defay  of  tedious  negotiations;  that  they  v^ere 
ready  to  march  upon  the  firfl  notice,  and  that  they  had  been  long 
learned  in  the  exa£tefl  difcipline. 

The  concurrence  of  all  thefe  circumftances,  eafily  determined  our  • 
Ciimfters  in  their  choice,  and  the  troops  were  ordered  to  join  the 
Britons 'in  the  low  countries;  a  ftep  which  fo  much  alarmed  the 
French,  that  they  no  longer  endeavoured  to  pufh  forward  their  con« 
quefls,  nor  appeared  to  entertain  any  other  defign  than  that  of  ile« 
fending  themfelves^  and  returning  in  fafety  to  their  own  country. 
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.  Such  was  the  condtid  of  our  miniftry,  fudi  wer#  their  motives^ 
and  fuch  has  been  their  fuccefs ;  nor  do  I  doubt  but  this  Houfe  will, 
upon  the  moft  rigorous  examination,  find  realbn  to  approve  both 
their  integrity  and  prudence.  Of  their  integrity  they  could  give  n^ 
greater  proof,  than  their  confidence  o(  the  agreement  of  this  Houfe 
to  fbeafures  vhich,  though  conformable  In  general  to  our  refoht<» 
tions,  were  not  particularly  communicated  to  us;  becaufe»  indeed,  it 
could  not  be  done  without  lo&  of  time,  which  it  was  necei&ty  to 
improve  with  the  utmoft  dtltgence,  and  a  difcovery  of  thofe  defigna^ 
which  ought  only  to  be  known  by  the  enemy  after  they  were  exe- 
cuted. Of  their  prudence,  their  fuccefs  is  a^fufficieilt  evidence  $  and 
therefore  I  oinnot  doubt  but  Gentlemen  will  give  a  fandion  to  their 
conduA,  by  providing^  according  to  the  eftimates  before  the  Com* 
mittee,  for  the  fopport  of  troops,  which  have  been  found  of  fo 
great  ufe. 

Lord  PowLETT  rofe  up  next,  and  Q>dce  to  the  tStSt  fcAowing : 
—Sir,  The  Honourable  Gentleman  has  with  fo  much  cleartiefs  and 
elegance  difplayed  the  fbte  of  Europe,  explained  th^  nec^ffity  of 
hiring  foreign  troops,  and  fliewed  the  realbns  for  which  the  troops  of 
Hanover  were  preferred  to  Aofe  of  iiny  odier  nation,  that  I  bdieve 
it  not  to  be  ef  any  uk  to  urge  otfer  arguments  than  ihofe  wkkk  ht 
kz$  produced. 

As  therefore  it  is  indifputably  neceilary  to  hire  tr6op,  snd  note 
can  be  hired  which  can  be  fo  fafely  trufled  as  thofb  of  HaAover,  I 
cannot  but  agree  with  the  Right  Honourable  Geiitlemai^  d&t  thia 
meafure  of  his  Majefty  ought  to  be  fupported. 

Sir  JoHK  St.  Aubtn  then  fpoke  as  follows  :«<-*Sir,  It  is  wfth  die 
greateft  difficulties  that  I  rife  up  to  gift  you  this  trouble^  and  parti- 
cularly after  the  Honourable  Gentleman  with  whofti  I  slfn  fo  very 
unequal  to  contend.  But  when  my  aJftnt  is  required  to  a  propofitiony 
fo  big  with  mifchiefe,  of  fo  alarming  a  nature  to  this  country,  and 
which  I  think,  notwithftanding  what  the  Honourable  Gcntklnaa 
has  moft  ingcnioufly  faid,  muft  determine  from  this  very  day,  wh6 
dcfer^res  the  charadler  and  appellation  of  a  Briton,  I  hope  you  will 
forgive  me,  if  I  take  this  laft  opportunity  which  perhaps  I  may  circr 
have  of  fpeaking  with  tht  fifecdom  of  a  Briton  in  this  Affcrtbly. 

I  am  not  able  to  follow  the  Honourable  Gentleman  in  any  refine* 
ments  of  reafon  upon  our  foreign  afiairs  j  I  have  not  fubtilty  enough 
to  do  it,  nor  is  it  in  my  way  as  s(  privau  country  Oentteaun.  But 
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though  country  Gentlemen  have  siot  that  lagacity  in  buCne&»  and* 
£br  want  of  proper  lights  being  afforded  us,  the  penetration  of  nu«* 
nifters  into  public  affairs ;  yet  give  me  leave  tP  &y>  they  have  oim 
kind  of  fenfe  which  minifters  of  ftate  feldom  have,  and  at  diis  time 
it  is  of  fe  acute  a  nature,  that  it  muft  overthrow  the  arguments  of 
the  moft  refined  adminiftration ;  this  is  the  fenfe  of  feeling  the 
univerfal  diftrefies  of  tbeir  country,  the  utter  incapacity  it  now  lief 
under  of  (uftaining  the  heavy  burdens  that  are  tmpofing  upon  it. 

This  I  take  to.be  the  firft,  the  great  objed  of  this  day's  debate. 
Confider  well  your  ftrength  at  home,  before  you  entangle  yourfelvee 
abroad ;  for  if  you  proceed  without  a  fufiicient  degree  of  that,  your 
retreat  wIQ  be  certain  and  fhameful,  and  may  in  Ac  end  prove  dan« 
grrous.  Without  this  firft,  this  neceflary  principle,  whatever  may 
be  the  n^achinations,  the  vifionary  (diemes  of  minifters,  whatever 
colourings  they  may  heighten  them  with,  to  m^Iead  our  imagina* 
lions,  tiiey  will  prove  in  the  end  for  no  other  purpole,  but  to  preci* 
IHtate  this  nation,  by  empty  captivating  founds,  into  the  private  views 
aod  intrigues  of  fame  men,  {o  low^  perh9{>s,  in  reputation  and  au« 
diority,^  ^$  to  be  abandoned  to  the  defperate  neccffity  of  founding 
their  ill  poilefled  precarbus  power  upon  the  ruins  of  this  country. 

Next  to  the  confideration  of  our  inward  domeftic  ftrengtfa,  what 
ibitign  affiftaxkces  have  we  to  juftify  this  meafure  ?  Are  we  fure  qf 
one  pofitive  a^tiye  ally  in  the  world  ?  Nay,  are  not  we  morally  oer* 
tain  that  our  neareft,  moft  natural  ally,  difavows  the  proceedings  and 
icfufes  to  co-operate  with  u$  i  One  need  not  be  deep  read  in  politica 
to  underftand,  dut  when  one  ftate  feparates  it&lf  from  another,  to 
which  it  is  n^ur^y  allied,  it  muft  be  for  this  plaiiji  reafon,  that  tbn 
intereft  is  deftrted  which  is  in  common  to  them  both*  And  it  is' an 
invariable  rule  in  diis  country,  a  rule  never  to  be  departed  from, 
that  the^e  can  no  cauie  exift  in  which  we  ought  to  engage  on  the 
Continent,  without  the  aid  and  affiftance  of  that  neighbouring  ftate. 
This  is  the  tieft,  the  ceruin  mark,  by  which  I  fliall  judge,  that  thr 
intereft  of  this  /country  is  not  at  prefent  the  objed  in  purfuit. 

Is  any  mao  then  wild  enough  to  imagine,  that  the  acceffion  of 
fixteen.tliouiand  Hanoverian  mercenaries  will  compenfate  for  the  lofs 
•f  this  mtasU  ally  ?  No }  but  it  is  faid  that  this  indicates  fuch  a 
ficmaeft  and.  refolution  wkhin  ourfelves,  that  it  will  induce  them 
to  cpoie  iu*  Sir*  if  they  had  any  iseal  proofs  of  our  firmneis 
aa4  iffolutioo,  that  the  intereft  of  this  country  was  to  be 
furiuedt  I  d^fe  iay  they  would  not  long  beiitate.    But  they  look 

R  3  with 


24^  DEBATE      OH  [dec.  ID* 

with  a  jealous  eye  upon  this  meafure^  they  conflder  it  as  an  ar« 
gumenc  of  your  weaknefs,  becaufe  it  is  contrary  to  the  genius  and 
i^ririt  of  this  country,  and  may  therefore  Icffcn  his  Majefty  in  the 
affeSions  of  his  people* 

They  have  for  fome  years  pafl  looked  upon  a  Britiih  parliament  as 
the  corrupt  engine  of  adminiftration,  to  exhauft  the  riches,  and  im- 
pair the  ftrengtb  of  this  country.  They  have  heard  it  talk  loudly 
indeed  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  when  it  was  in  your  power  to  have 
raifed  her  to  that  ftate,  in  which  fhc  was  properly  to  be  confidered 
as  the  fupport  of  the  balance  of  Europe,  if  timid  neutralities  had  not 
interv^ned>  and  pur  naval  firengdi  had  properly  interpofed  to  her 
ai&ftancr. 

They  have  lately  looked  upon  this  parliament,  and  with  the  joy  of 
a  natural  ally  they  have  done  it,  refenting  your  injuries,  bravely 
withftaoding  the  power,  that  you  might  reftore  the  authority  of 
your  government,  demanding  conftitutional  fecurities,  appointing  a 
parliamentary  Committee  for  inquiry  and  jufttce.  Sir,  they  novr 
the  that  inquiry  fuppreiTed,  and  juftice  diiappointed.  In  this  fitua* 
lion,  what  expedations  can  we  form  of  their  acceffion  to  us ;  talking 
bigly  indeed  of  vindicating  foreign  rights,  but  fo  weak  and  impotent 
at  home,  as  not  to  be  able  to  recover  our  own  privileges  i 

But  this  meafure  is  faid  to  be  undertaken  in  con&quence  of  the 
advic^  of  parliament.*--There  has  been  great  ftrefs  laid  upon  this— » 
It  h;i8  been  loudly  proclaimed  from  the  Throne,  echoed  back  again 
6dm  hence,  and  the  whole  nation  is  to  be  amufed  with  an  opinion, 
that  upon  this  meafure,  the  htc  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  the  balance 
apd  liberties  of  Europe,  (he  falvatioQ  of  this  country,  depend. 

But  was  this  fatal  meafure  the  recommendation  of  parliament,  or 
was  it  the  offspring  of  fome  bold  enterprising  miniiler,  hatched  in 
the  intervfil  of  parliament,  under  the  wings  of  prerogative ;  daring 
to  prefume  upon  the  corruption  of  this  Houfe,  as  the  neceffary  meant 
of  his  adminiftration  I  The  obje£b  indeed  might  be  recommended^ 
but  if  any  wrong  meafure  is  undertaken  to  attain  it,  that  meafure 
furely  ihould  be  dropt  ^  for  it  is  equally  culpable  to  purfue  a  good 
end  by  bad  meafures,  as  it  is  a  bad  end  by  thofe  that  are  honeft^ 

But  as  to  the  Addrefs,  I  wi(h  Gentlemen  would  a  little  confider 
the  occafion  which  produced  it.  Sir,  it  proceeded  from  the  wannib 
•of  expedatiqn,  the  cxu]tation  of  our  hearts,  immedaately  after,  and 
with  the  iiime  breath  that  you  eflablifhed  your  GofBnrittee  oC  la* 
quirys  and  it  is.ixo£prce4  conftruiSion  to  fay,  that  it  ca-ries  this 
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teftimony  along  with  it,  that  national  fecurities  and  granting  (up4 
plies  were  reciprocal  terms. 

But,  Sir,  I  muft  own  for  niy  part,  was  die  occafion  never  fo. 
cogent,  Hanoverian  auxiliaries  are  the  laft  that  I  would  vote  inta 
Britifli  pay ;  not  upon  th^  confideration  only,  that  wc  ought  other* 
wife  to  tKfcSt  their  aififtance,  and  that  we  (hould  rather  make  fare 
of  others  that  might  be  engaged  againft  us ;  but  from  this  meIan-» 
choiy  appreheniion,  that  adminifirattons  will  for  «yer  have  iagactty 
enough  to  find  out  fuch  pretences,  that  we  may  find  it  difficult  to 
get  rid  of  them  again*  "  ' 

Befides,  the  Eledtor  of  Hftnover,  as  EleSor  of  Hanover,  is  an 
arbitrary  prince ;  his  electoral  army  is  the  inftrumefit  of  that  power  % 
as  King  of  Great<-Britain  he  is  a  reftrained  Monarch*  And  though 
I  don't  fuTpea  his  Majefty,  and  I  daire  fay  the  heartt  of  the  Britiai 
ibldiery  are  as  yet  free  and  untainted,  yet  I  fear  that  too  long  an  in^ 
tncourfe  may  beget  a  dangerous  fainiliarity,  and  they  may  hereafter 
tecome  a  joint  inftraBent,  under  a  left  gracious  prince,  to  invade 
our  liberties. 

fits  MajeAy,  if  he  was  righdy  informed^  I  dare  fay  would  foont 
perceive  die  danger  of  the  propofition  which  is  now  before  you^ 
But  as  he  has  every  other  virtue,  he  has  undoubtedly  a  moft  paf« 
fionate  love  for  his  native  country,  a  paffion  which  a  man  of  any 
(eoTation  can  hardly  diveft  himfelf  of;  and,  Sir,  it  is  a  paffion  the 
more  eafiiy  to  be  flattered,  becaufe  it  arifes  from  virtue.  I  wiih 
that  thofe  who  have  the  honour  to  be  of  his  councils^  would  imitaftt 
his  royal  example,  and  jQiew  a  paffion  for  dieir  native  country  toof 
that  they  would  feithfully  ftand  forth  and  fay,  that,  as  King  of  tfatt 
country,  whatever  interefls  may  interfere  with  it,  this  country  k  to 
be  his  firfl,  his  principal  care  ;  that  in  the  a£t  of  (ettkment  diis  is 
tt  expreft  condition.  But  what  fluggiih  fenfations,  what  foul  heartt 
nuft  thofe  men  have,  who,  inftead  of  conduding  his  M«jefty*s  right 
principles,  address  themfelves  to  his  paffions,  and  mifguide  his  pre- 
judices ?  making  a  voluntary  overture  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
tbeir  country,  to  obtain  favour,  and  fecure  themfelves  in  povrer ; 
o^ifconftruing  that  as  a  iecondary  confideration,  which  in  their  own 
i^^vts  diey  know  to  be  the  firft. 

Sir,  we  have  already  loft  many  of  thofe  benefits  and  reftriSiona 
which  were  obtained  for  us  by  the  revolution,  and  the  aA  of  fettle*- 
BMat»    For  God's  &ke^  let  us  proceed  no  hrtkcxp    But  if  we  are 
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thus  to  go  on,  and  if,  to  procure  the  grace  and  favour  of  (he  Crown^ 
this  IS  to  become  the  flattering  mes^ure  of  every  fucceflive  zdwi^ 
niftration,— — -*this  country  is  undone ! 

Mr*.  Bladen  then  role  up,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  purport :— « 
Sir,  If  zeal  were  any  (bcurity  againft  error,  I  ibould  not  willingly 
oppofe  the  Honourable  Gentleman  who  has  ndw  declared  his  fenti* 
ments ;  and  declared  them  with  fuch  ardour,  as  can  hardly  be  pro* 
duced  but  by  finceri^  ;  and  of  whom  therefore  it  cannot  be  doubted, 
chat  he  baa  delivered  his  real. opinion ;  that  he  fear;$  from  the  meafures 
which  he  cenfures,  very  great  calamities ;  that  be  thinks  the  public 
tr^ini^uiUtty  in  danger;  a.nd  believes  that  his  duty  to  his  country 
pbliged  him  to  fpeak  on  this  occafion  with  unufual  vehemence. 

But  I  am  too  well  acquainted  vrith  bis  candor  to  imagine,  that  he 
cgcpe£b  his  aflertions  lo  be  any  farther  regarded  than  they  convince ; 
or  that  he  defires  to  debar  others  frgin  the  fame  freedom  of  reafoa 
which  he  has  himielf  uM*  I  fli^  therefore  proceed  tP  exami^ 
his  opioioi^  and  tp  fliew  ^  rpafims  by  which  I  ^m  induced  lo 
differ  from  him. 

The  arguments  oipon  wbich  he  has  chiefly  initiled,  arp  the  danger 
of  hiring  the  tropps  of  Hanover  in  any  9irPumft2Mic^$,  9fid  Ae  im- 
propriety qi  hiring  thein  now  wijthcmt  the  previous  jyqprobatioa  of 
^  Senate. 

The  dagger  of  taking  into  our  pay  the  forces  of  Hanover,  th» 
contraries  of  this  condud  C^  the  aA  of  fetttement,  and  the  in* 
^raAion  of  our  natural  privileges,  and  the  violation  of  our  lihe((jes 
ivkich  is  threatened  by  it,  have  been  ailerted  in  very  ftmng  tjerms^ 
but  I  think  not  proved  with  proportional,  fgrce^  for  we  have  heard 
iu>  regular  dedu^pn  of  coofequences  by  which  this  danger  might 
be  ihewn»  nor  have  been  informed,  how  the  engagement  of  iixfieea 
jtfaou&nd  Hanoverians  to  fcrve  us  againft  France  fiv  (he  enfuipg 
yeax,  .can  be  confidpired  as  more  deft^iidive  to  our  Ufaenties  than  of 
any  other  forces. 

It  is  indeed  infinuated,  that  itbis  condfuS:  will  furniih  a  dstngerouf 
precedent  pf  preference  granted  to  Hanover  above  other  nations ;  and 
that  this  preference  may  gradually  l^e  adv^nc^di  till  in  time  {JUoover 
pay  by  a  fervile  miniftry  be  preferred  to  Britain  itfeif,  and  that  tkece* 
fcre  all  fuch  partiality  ought  to  be  cruibed  in  the  beginnings  ^pd  it» 
jiU thors  purfued  with  indignation  and  abhorrence. 
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That  t0  prefer' the  intereflrof  Hanover  to  that  of  Britain  WQuId  b^ 
in  a  verjr  high  degree  criminal  in  a  Britifli  miniftry,  I  believe  no 
pan  in  this  Houfe  will  go  about  to  deny  i  but  if  no  better  proof  caa 
be  produced,  that  fuch  preference  is  intended  than  the  contrad  which 
we  )re  now  defired  to  ratify,  it  may  be  with  reafon  hoped,  that  fuch 
atrociows  treachery  is  yet  at  a  great  difiance ;  for  how  does  the  hire  <£ 
Hanoverian  troops  fhew  any  preference  of  Hanov^  to  Britain  ? 

The  troops  of  Hanover  are  not  hired  by  the'  miniftry  as  braver  or. 
more  (kilful  than  thofe  of  our  own  country ;  they  are  not  hired  to 
coaunand  or  to  inftrud,  but  to  afiift  us ;  nor  can  I  difcover,  fup« 
pofing  it  pofEble  to  have  raifed  with  equal  expedition  the  £une 
number  of  forces  in  our  own  country,  how  the  miniftry  can  bo 
diarged  with  preferring  the  Hanoverians  by  e:q)ofing  them  to  danger 
and  £itigue« 

But  if  it  be  con&fted,  that  fuch  numbers  would  not  poffibly  be 
laifed,  or,  at  leaft,  not  poffiUy  dilciplined  with  the  expedition  thaC 
Ae  Queen  of  Hungary  reqiured,  it  will  be  found,  that  die  Hano-^ 
verians  were  at  moft  not  preferred  to  our  own  nation  but  to  other 
fareigners,  and  for  fiich  preference  rpifons  have  been  already  givea 
which  I  ihall  efteem  conclufive,  till  I  hoar  them  confuted. 

The  other  obj/efiion  on  which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  thought  k 
proper  to  infift,  was  the  negleA  of  demanding  from  the  Spnate  a  pre* 
vious  approbation  of  the  contra£l  which  is  now  before  us ;  a  neg^ed» 
10  bis  opinion,  fo  criminal,  that  the  miniftry  cannot  be  acquitted  of 
vbitrary  government,  of  fquandering  the  public  money  by  their  owa 
caprice,  and  of  affuming  to  themielves  the  whole  power  of  gq^ 
vcrnment. 

But  the  proof  of  this  enormous  ufurpation ,  has  not  yet  been  pro* 
dttced;  for  it  does  not  yet  appear,  that  there  was  time  to  communis 
cate  their  defigns  to  the  Senate,  or  that  they  would  not  have  been  de« 
feated  by  communication ;  and  therefore  it  is  yet  not  evident,  but 
<hat  when  they  are  cenfured  for  not  having  laid  their  fcheme  before 
theS^ate,  they  are  condemned  for  omitting  what  was  not  po£ibly  to 
lie  done,  or  what  could  not  have  been  done,  without  betraying  their 
tnifl^  and  injuring  their  country. 

It  is  allowed,  that  the  Senate  had  refolved  to  affift  the  Queen  of 
Haogary,  ^and  therefore  nothing  remained  for  the  minifters  but  to 
execute  with  their  utmoft  addreis  the  refolution  that  had  been  formed  ; 
ff  for  the  proftcutkui  of  thia  jdefign  they  ihould  be  found  to  have 

erred 
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erred  in  their  choice  of  means,  their  miftakes,  unlets  feme  ill  defigns 
may  juftly  be  fufpeded,  are  to  be  imputed  to  the  frailty  of  human 
nature,  and  rather  to  be  pitied,  and  relieved  as  misfortunes,  than 

puntflied  as  crimes. 

But  I  doubt  not,  that  in  the  courfe  of  our  deliberations,  we  fliall 
find  reafon  for  coneluding  that  they  have  a£ted  not  only  with  fidelity 
but  prudence ;  that  they  have  cbofen  the  means  by  which  the  great 
end  which  the  Senate  propofed,  the  fuccour  of  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary, and  confequently  the  re-eftablifliment  of  the  balance  of  power 
will  be  moft  e^fily  attained,  and  that  they  have  taken  into  the  pay  at 
this  nation  thofe  troops  which  may  be  trufted  with  the  greatefi  fecu* 
rtty,  as  they  have  the  (ame  Prince,  and  the  (ame  intereft. 

But  the  Hon.'  Gentleman  appears  inclined  to  advance  a  new 
do&ine,  and  to  infinuate,  that  when  any  vote  is  pafled  by  die  Senate, 
the  roinifters  are  to  fuppofe  fome  conditions  which  are  to  be  obferved, 
though  they  were  never  mentioned,  and  without  which  die  voice  of 
the  Senate  is  an  empty  found.  In  puritiance  of  this  fuppofitton,  he 
calls  upon  us  to  recoiled  die  time  and  circumftances  in  which  this 
Tote  was  pafled  ^  he  reminds  us,  that  the  conceffion  was  made  in  a 
fudden  exultation  of  our  hearts,  in  the  raptures  of  triumph,  and  amidft 
the  (bouts  of  conqueft,  when  eVery  man  was^  forming  expe&tions 
which  have  never  been  gratified,  and  planning  fchemes  which  cottl4 
sever  be  perfected. 

He  ieems  therefore  to  think,  that  our  minifters  infidioufly  took  ad« 
vantage  of  our  intoxication,  and  betrayed  us  in  a  fit  of  thoughdcfii 
jollity  to  a  promife,  which  when  made,  we  hardly  underftood,  and 
which  we  may  therefore  now  retrafi.  He  concludes,  that  the  con« 
eeffion  which  might  then  efcape  us  ought  not  to  have  been  fiiatdied 
by  our  minifters,  aiid  made  the  foundation  of  their  conduS,  becaufe 
they  knew  it  was  made  upon  falfe  fuppofitions,  and  in  pvofpcSt  of  a 
recompence  that  never  would  be  granted. 

I  hope  there  is  no  neceffity  for  declaring,  diat  this  reafoning  cannot 
^fely  be  admitted,  fince  if  the  vote  of  the  Senate  be  not  ;i  fufficient 
Vkrarrant  for  any  meafiire,  no  man  can  undertake  the  adminiftratioa 
'of  our  affairs,  and  that  government  which  no  man  will  venture  to 
ferve  muft  be  quickly  at  an  end. 

For  my  part,  I  know  not  how  the  nation  or  the  Senate  has  been 
difappointed  of  any  juft  expedations,  nor  can  I  conceive  that  any  fuch 
dUfappointments  vacate  tbcir  votasor  annul  their  refotutions,  and  dcie# 

fom 
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fore  I  cannot  but  think  the  miniftry  fufficiently  juftified^  if  they  can 
fliew  that  they  have  not  deviated  from  them. 

Lord  QuARRNDON  fpoke  next  to  the  tSeSt  following :— Sir,  I  am 
fo  fir  from  thinking  that  the  paft  condud  or  the  prefent  propofals  of 
the  miniftry  deferve  approbation,  that,  in  my  opinibn,  all  the  argu- 
ments which  have  been  produced  in  their  favour  are  apparently  fal- 
lacious^  and  even  the  pofitions  on  which  they  are  founded,  and  whicli 
are  laid  down  as  uncontrovertible^  are  generally  falfe. 

It  is  firftr  aflerted,  that  we  are  indifpenfably  obliged  to  affift  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  againft  France,  and  to  fupport  her  in  the  pof- 
feffionof  the  hereditary  dominions  of  the  Auftrian  Houfe,  and  from 
thence  is  precipitately  inferred  the  neceffity  of  aiTembling  armies,  and 
hiring  mercenaries,  of  exhaufting  our  treafure,  and  heaping  new 
burthens  upon  the  public* 

That  we  concurred  with  other  powers  in  promifing  to  fupport  the 
Pragmatic  San£Uon  is  not  to  be  denied,  nor  do  I  intend  to  infinuate, 
that  die  faith  of  treaties  ought  not  ftridly  to  be  kept ;  but  we  are  not 
obliged  to  perform  more  than  we  promlfed,  or- take  upon  ourielve^ 
the  burthen  which  was  to  be  fupported  by  the  united  ftrengdi  of  many 
potentates,  and  of  which  we  only  engaged  to  bear  9>  certain  part* 
We  ought  undoubtedly  to  fumifh  the  troops  which  we  promifed,  and 
ou^t  to  have  fent  them,  when  they  were  iirft  demanded ;  but  there  is 
no  neceffity  that  we  Ihould  fupply  the  deficiencies  of  every  odier 
power,  and  that  we  fhould  determine  to  fland  alone  in  defiance  of  the 
Pragmatic  Sandion ;  that  we  (hould  by  romantic  generofity  itnpovtnOk 
owr  country,  and  entail  upon  remotefl  poflerity  poverty  and  taxes; 
We  ought  to  be  honeft  at  all  events,  we  are  at  liberty  likewife  to  be 
pnerous  at  our  own  expence,  but  I  think  we  have  hardly  a  right  to 
boaft  of  our  liberality,  when  we  contrad  debts  for  the  advantage  of 
the  Houfe  of  Auflria,  and  leave  them  to  be  paid  by  the  induftry  or 
frugality  of  fucceeding  ages. 

It  is  therefore  at  leaft  dubious,  whether  we  ought  to  hazard  more 

than  we  promifed  in  defence  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria;  and  confequently 

the  firfl  propofition  of  thofe  who  have  undertaken  the  defence  of  the 

.  ainiftry  requires  to  be  better  eflablifhed,  before  it  becomes  the  bafis 

of  an  argument. 

But  though  it  be  allowed,  that  we  ought  to  exceed  our  ilipulations, 
ind  engage  more  deeply  in  this  caufe  than  we  have  promifed,  I  cannot 
Mdtfi:om  upon  what  principles  it  can  be  proved^  that  fixteeo  thou* 

(and 
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which  have  been  fo  long.mai^t^ned  at  home  only  for  pp^^fe^naMl 
fliow  i  Why  have  they  not  at  laft  been  fhewa  the  ufc  of  thafe 
ve^pons  which  they  have  fo  long  carried,  and  the  advantages  of  (fast 
c^iercife  whi^h  they  bjive  been  taught  to  perform  with  fo  siudi  ad- 
drefs  ?  Why  have  they  not  at  length  been  Ihewn  for  what  they  bad  £9 
long  reoeiyed  their  pay,  and  informed,  that  the  duly  of  a  foldier  'a 
not  wholly  performed  by  ftrutting  at  a  review  i 

If  it  he  urged}  that  fo  great  a  number  could  x>pt  he  fent  out  lyf  the 
kingdom  without  cxpofing  it  to  infMlts  and  irruptions,  let  it  be  re- 
nemhered  how  iinaU  a  foccc  wa$  found  fufficient  for  the  defence  of 
the  kingdom  in  the  late  war,  when  the  French  were  niaflers  of  a 
fleet  which  difputed  for  many  years  the  empire  of  the  iea ;  and  it  v31 
appear,  whether  it  ought  to  be  imputed  to  prudence  c^  to  cpwai:#^ 
^^Qur  mi^ifters  cacLiiot  npw  think  the  nation  fafe  witbi0.ut  thrice  tb( 
number,  though  our  fleets  cover  the  oce^  and  fteer  fy^m  w^  co^ft 
to  ^AOKh^r  H^ithout  an  enemy. 

But  to  P^ew-nnore  fuUj  the  infii$ciency  of  the  vin|i^tl9fi  sAjflb 
has  been  attempted,  and  prove>  that  x|o  cpnceffion  ^1  e^#e  4s 
miniftry  to  defeiYl  their  fchemes,  even  this  ajSertion  Qi^U  be  i^loiit(c4t 
We  will  allow  for  the  p^eff  n)t,  that  it  is  neceijary  to  garriipn  an  ifkai 
with.nun[ierou$  forces  againftan  enepiytfa^t  has  no  fleet*  I  willgF?8^ 
that  i^nv^ders  in^y  be  conveyed  through  the  air,  and  tjiat  the  formida- 
ble, Ah^  ^eleflable  Pretender  m^y  by  fome  fubterraneous  pa%e 
enter  this  kingdom,  and  ftart  on  a  fudden  into  die  Throne.  Yet 
will  not  all  this  liberality  avail  our  minifters,.  itnce  it  may  be  objeAcd, 
that  new  forces  might  e^ifily  have  been  raifed,  and  our  own  iflao' 
have  been  at  once  d^feivlej^^  s^nd  the  Qj^en  of  Hungary  aiEflcd  hf 
^r  native  tropps. 

Since  tb^  ;>eccflity  of  e^^editton  is  urged,  it  may  xeafoaably  beea-' 
quired,  what  it  was  that  appeared  fo  immediately  neceflary,  or  nb^ 
has  been  brought  to  p^f^  by  this  wonderful  expedition  i.  Was  it  ac- 
cd&ry  to  form  ^n  ?n9y  tp  .dp  nothing  i  Could  not  an  e^cpediucii  io 
lyhjch  nothing  itras  perfbrou^d,  in  which  nothij^g  W93  aictemp^d,  baie 
been  delayed  for  a  ^ort  time^  and  might  not  thfi  Q^i^n  of  HungtfF 
have  been  preferved  equally,  whether  the  troops  of  her  ^UiP$  PO'^  ^ 
fattened  in  her  country  or  tjheir  019^0  i 

Nothing  fure)y  can  be  more  ridiculpus  t&an  to  expatiate  upop  ^ 
oeceffiiy  of  mf^f^g  \f\$^  ftgf^ipn  W  ufcleia  bodjrof  forces,  ^^ 
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ftt&  only  beefl  a  burthen  to  the  ccmntry  in  which  it  has  been  ffationcd, 
and  for  which  pay  b  now  demanded^  diough  they  have  ntither  feeti 
a  fiege  nor  a  batde  ;  though  they  have  made  no  attempt  tbemfelire^y 
nor  hindered  any  that  might  have  been  made  by  the  enemy. 

To  make  this  plest  yet  more  conttoptible^  we  are  informed,  that  S 
we  had  raifed  an  afmy  of  onr  countrymen^  they  would  hare  been  un- 
acqnahited  with  arms  and  difcipline^  and  therefore  they  could  not 
have  done  what  has  b^en  done  by  thefe  fior-famed  Hanoverians.  This 
indeed  I  cannot  underftand^  having  never  found,  that  the  Britons 
Bteded  aiky  documents  or  rules  to  enable  tbta  to  eat  and  drink  at  the 
^qpence  of  others,  to  baflc  tn  the  fun^  or  to  loiter  in  the  ftreet,  or 
perform  any  of  the  wonders  that  mar  be  afcribed  to  our  new  auxili- 
aries ;  and  therefore  I  csmnM  but  tbinkj  that  sdl  the  adiovis  of  the 
four  months  for  which  thoie  forced  expt&  to  be  paid,  might  have 
teen  brought  to  pafs  by  new  raifed  Britons^  who  might  in  the  mean 
time  have  learned  their  exercife^  and  have  b^en  made  d^|ual  to  any 
cdxr  foldiers  that  had  never  feen  a  battle. 

Bat  if  foreign  troops  were  neceflary,  I  am  ffill  at  a  fofs  tor  find  out 
irtl^  tbofe  of  Hanover  W6re  chofeff ,  fince  it  appears  to  me,  that  by 
tiritig  out  his'  troops  to  Britain,  our  monarch  only  wetikens  on^  hand 
t6fireng^eken  the  other.  It  might  be  expeAed,  that  he  fhoftld  havife 
^ployed  thefe  troops  againfl  France  l»itbout  hire,  fmc^  he  is  not 
M  obliged,  eilher  by  treaty  or  policy,  to  proteft  the  Houfe  of  Auftria 
ft  eleftor  of  Hanover,  than  as  King  of  Britain. 

Since  therefore  the  troops  of  Hanover  wer^  hir^d,  M^ithoitt  At 
eonfem  of  the  Senate,  they  have  hith«to  performed  nothing ;  and 
fince  it  is  itrafonable  to  exftSt^  that  without  being  paid  by  Britain  they 
wiUbe  employed  againft  the  French,  I  diink  it  expedient  t^  difchargt 
Aem  from  our  fervice,  and  to  delay  the  pay  which  is  requhred  far  the 
M  fbinr  iiontfas^  dll  it  fliall  appear  how  they  have  deftrved  it. 

Mr.  Fox  ^en  rofe  and  fpofce  to  ilie  fidlowing  purport  t^-Sii', 
Though  the  ob&rvations  of  the  Right  Hon.  GentkAiaii  muft  be 
^bwed  to  be  ingenious,  and  though  th^  e1oq[uende  witb  which  be 
hss  deliver  diem,  naturally  excites  attetition  and  itgard,  yet  I  am 
•Ui^  t<>  dedare,  that  I  have  received  rather  pl6afui^  tHan  con«» 
^^iAion  from  his  oratory ;  and  that  vrtiile  I  applaud  his  tmagmation  and 
b  didioo^  I  cannot  bttt  conclildei  tfaatAey  h«ve  been  employed"  in 
^^waj^onMOcttor  npoo  enro^. 

IfliaU 
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I  (hiaU  not  indeed  attempt  to  confute  every  aflertion  which  I  Aiok 
falfey  or  deted  the  fallacy  of  every  argument  which  appears  to  mc 
fophi^al,  but  (hall  leave  to  others  the  province  of  fhewing  the 
necei&cy  of  engaging  in  the^war  on  the  continent,  of  employing  a 
large  force  for  the  prefervation  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  of  form- 
ing that  army  with  the  utmoft  expedition,  and  of  uking  aiudliariei 
into  our  pay,  and  Confine  mylelf  to  this  fuigle  queftion,  whether, 
fuppofuig  auxiliaries  neceilary,  it  was  not  prudent  to  hire  the  troops 
of  Hanover  ? 

Nothing  can  he,  In  my  Opinion,  more  apparent,  than  that  if  i» 
ncceflity  of  hiring  troops  be  allowed,  which  furety  cannot  be  qiief* 
tioned,  the  troops  of  Hanover  are  to  be  chofen  before  any  other,  and 
that  the  miniftry  confulted  in  their  refolutioQS  the  real  intereft  of  tfapr 
country,  as  well  as  that  of  our  ally. 

The  great  argument  which  has  in  all  ages  been  ufed  againft  mer- 
cenary  troops,  is  the  fulpicion  which  may  juftly  be  entertained  of  dieii 
fidelity.  Mercenaries,  it  is  obferved,  fight  only  for  pay,  without  any 
aSefiion  for  the  mafter  whom  they  ferve,  without  any  zeal  for  the 
caufe  which  they  efpoufe,  and  without  any  profped  of  advantage 
from  fuccefs,  more  than  empty^  praifes,  or  the  plunder  of  the  fieUi 
and  therefore  have  no  motives  to  incite  them  againft  danger,  nor 
any  hopes  to  fupport  them  in  fatigues  $  that  they  can  lofe  nothing  bj 
flight,  but  plunder,  nor  by  treachery,  but  honour ;  and  that  there* 
fore  they  have  nothing  to  throw  into  the  balance  againft  the  love  of 
life,  or  the  temptations  of  a  bribe,  and  will  never  be  able  to  ftani 
againft  men  that  fight  for  their  native  country  under  the  command  of 
Genera}s  whom  they  efteem  and  love,  and  whom  they  cannot  dcfert 
or  difpbey,  without  exp(^g  them&lves  to  perpetual  exile,  or  ts 
capital  punlibment. 
Thqfe  arguments  have  always  been  of  great  force,  and  dierelbre 

« that  Ration  whofe  defence  has  been  entrufted  to  foreigners,  has  always 
been  thoqght  in  dj^nger  of  ruin.  Yet  there  have  been  conjunftires 
4n  which  almpft  every  ftate  has  been  obliged  to  rely  upon  mercenafic% 
and  in  compliance  virith  immediate  neceffity,  to  depend  upon  tht 
£delity  of  thofe  who  had  no  partiqular  intereft  in  fupporting  Aeia 
But  with  much  greater  reafon  may  we  tnift  thefucceb  of  the  piefa* 
ivar,  in  fome  degree,  to  the  troops  of  Hanover^  as  they  are  peHia]ls 

*  the  only  foreign  forces  againft  which  the  arguments  already  redtel 
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aie  of  no  force*  They  are  foreignen^  indeed,  as  they  are  born  ia 
anodier  country^  and  governed  by  laws  different  from  ours ;  but  diey 
are  the  fabjeds  of  the  iame  prince,  and  therefore  naturally  fight  under 
die  fame  command;  they  have  (he  iame  intqreft  with  ourfblves  in  the  . 
prefent  conteft,  they  have  the  £une  hopes  and  the  (ame  fears,  they 
recommend  diemfelves  equally  to  their  Sovereign  by  their  bravery^ 
and  can  neither  difcover  cowardice  nor  treachery,  without  fuiFering 
all  die  punifhment  that  can  be  feared  by  our  native  troops,  fmce  their 
condu^  muft  be  cenfured  by  the  (ame  prince,  of  whofe  apprd^atioa 
Ifaey  are  equally  ambitiouSj  and  of  whole  diipleafure  they  are  equally 
afraid. 

As  t6  the  troops  wludh  any  ntutnl  prince  might  fursifb,  there 
iroold  be  reaibn  to  fear,  that  either  for  larger  pay,  or  upon  any  cafoal 
diipute  that  might  arife,  they  might  be  withdrawn  from  our  fervice 
when  they  were  mofl  needed,  or  transferred  to  the  enemy  at  a  time 
^iri)en  his  diftrefs  might  compel  him  to  offer  high  terms,  and  Whea 
therefore  there  was  a  near'  prbfpeA  of  an  advantageous  peace.  But 
|rf  die  troops  of  Hanover  no  fuch  fuipicion  can  be  formed,  fince  they 
cannot  en^ige  againft  us  without  rebelling  againft  their  prince  \  for 
it  cannot  be  imagined,  that  his  Miyefty  will  fight  on  one  fide  as 
Eledor  of  Hanover,  and  on  the  other  as  King  of  Britain ;  or  that  he 
will  obfthift  the  fuccefs  of  his  own  arms,  by  furnifhing  the  troops  of 
Hanover  to  the  enemies  of  this  kingdom. 

It  therefore  appears  very  evident,  that  we  have  more  to  hope  and 
Ids  to  fear  from  the  troops  of  Hanover,  than  from  any  other ;  fince 
they  have  the  (ame  reafon  with  ourfelves  to  defijce  tlie  (ucceft  of  the 
Queen  of  Hungry,  and  to  dread  the  increafiag  greatneft  of  die 
trench ;  and  that  they  can  be  fu^peAed  neither  of  treachery  nor  de* 
fertioD.  It  is  not  very  cos^ftent  with  that  candour  with  which  every 
man  ought  to  dili>ttt^  on  public  affairs,  to  cenfiire  thofe  i^eafures 
which  have  been  piopofed,  without  propofing  others  that  are  more 
eligible  ^  fiar  it  is  die  duty  of  every  man  to  promote  the  bufinefe  of 
the  pidilic ;  nor  do  I  know  why  h?  that  employs  his  ikgacity  only 
ta  obfhmA  it,  Oiould  imagine,  tha^t  he  is  of  any  ufe  in  the  national 
couitil. 

doubt  not  but  I  fliaU  bear  many  obje£|ions  againft  the  ufe  of  diefe 
troops,  and  that  upon  diis  queftioo,  virulence  and  ridicule  will  be 
tqusdly  empbyed.  But  for  my  part,  I  (hall  be  little  affeAed  eidiet 
tri^  Ae  laugbter  that  may  be  xaiied  by  femc^  or  the  iadigoatioo  that 
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jtiay  be  expreflfed  bj  others,  but  ihali  Tote  for  tbe  oomin«ince  of 
thefe  meafures  till  better  fhall  be  propofed^  and  fludl  tfahdc^diat  thefe 
troops  ou^t  to  be  retained,  unlefs  it  can  be  {heWn,  that  any  otiieri 
may  be  had,  who  may  bt  lefs  dangerous,  or  of  greater  ufe. 

Mr,  Pitt  then  rofe  up,-  and  fpolce  in  fubftance  as  follows  >-Sir,- 
If  the  Honoarable  Gentleman  4letermines  to  abandon  his  prefeat 
fbntiments  as  foon  as  any  better  meafures  arepropofed,  I  cannot  but 
believe,  that  the  miniftry  vpill  very  qnickty  be  deprived  of  one  of  their 
ableft  defenders ;  for  I  think  the  meafures  which  have  hitherto  been 
purfued  fa  weak  and  pernidbuSiy  that  fcarcely  any  alteration  can  bt 
propofed,  that  will  not  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  nation. 

He  has  already  been  informed,  that  therfe  was  no  necefficy  oi  hiring 
auxiliary  troops,  fince  it  does  not  yet  appdur,  that  either  jufti<De  or 
policy  required  us  to  engage  in<  the  qnarrds  <^  the  continent^  An 
there  was  any  need  of  forming  an  army  in  the  Low  Countries,  or 
that,  in. order  to  form  an  army,  auxiliaries  were  jneceflary* 

But  not  to  dwell  upon  difputable  queftipns,  I  think  it  maybe  jtiftljr 
concluded,  that  the  meafures  of  our  miniftry  have  been  ill  conceiteti 
becaufe  it  is  undoubtedly  wrong  to  fquander  the  public  money  without 
cfied,  and.to  pay  armies  only  to  be  a  (how  to  our  friends,  and  a  yS 
to  our  enemies* 

The  troops  of  Hanover,  whom  we  are  new  expefihed  to  pftyy 
marched  into  the  Low  Countries,  indeed,'  and  ftill  remain  in  As 
fame  phkre ;  they  marched  to  the  place  mtift  diftant  from  eikmiefi 
kaft  in  danger  of  an  attack,  and  moft  ftrojigiy  fortified,  if  any  attidf 
had  been  defigned ;  nor  have  any  claim  to  be  piiid,  bttt  that  dv^ 
left  their  own  country  for  a  [dace  of  greater  (ecurity» 

It  is  always  reafonable  to  judge  of  the  fotisre  by  tbbpaft;  and  diere* 
fere  it  is- reafonable  to  conclude,  that  the  ferviees  of  thefe  troops 
will  not,  next  year,  be  of  equal  importance  with  duit  for  Which  dtey 
are  now  to  be  paid;  and  I  fhall  not  be^furprixed,'  tbow^h  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  miniftry  fhould  be  challenged  j  after  fiich  another  ^riotts 
campaign,  to propofe  betterment  and  flxouid  be  told,  tb&t  die moacy 
of  this  natioa  cannot  be  more  properly  employed-  thah  in-  hiriag 
Hanoverians  to  eat  and  ileep. 

Bui  to  prove  yet  more  partjcnlurty,  thaflt  bettei^  mdkfitrer  may  be 
tdcen,'  and  that  more  ufeful  troops  may  be  retained,  and  that  tbest^ 
'fere  the  Honqufable  Gentleman  may  be  eKpe£ted  to  <jait  thde  to 
jrhom  be  now  adheres^  I  ibaB  ihew^  that  in'  bttiag^  the  foices*  of 
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Hanover,  we  hdve  obftru^d  pur  QWn  defigns ;  that  we  have»  inftead 
of  affiftijig  the  Qii^en  of  Hun^ary^  withdrawn  part  of  her  allies  frooi 
ber;  and  that  we  hav^  burthenpd  the  nation  with  troops,  from  whogi 
no  fervicc  c^n  ]b^  r^afpnably  expciied. 

The  advocates  for  the  qninijlry  have  on  this  occaHon  aSe£led  to 
fpeak  of  the  balance  af  ppwer,  the  Pragnmtio  Sanation,  and  tH^- 
prcfcrvation  of  tii^  Qyee3  pf  Hungary,  not  only  as  if  they  were  to 
be  the  cjiirf  pare  of  Britain^  which,  though  eafJy  controvertible, 
might  perhaps,  in  conipiiance  with  long  prejudices,  be  admitted,  but 
as  if  th^y.  were  to  .b«  th^  care  of  Britain  alone ;  as  if  the  power  of 
France  were  formidable  to  no  other  people,  as  if  no  other  part  of  the 
world  would  be  injured  by  becoming  a  province  to  an  univerf^ 
monarchy,  ajid  being  fubjeSed  to  an  arbitrary  government  of  a 
French  deputy,  by  being  drained  of  its  inhabitants,  only  to  extend 
the  con()uefts  of  its  mafters,  and  to  make  other  nations  equally  mife- 
rable,  and  by  being  oppreffed  with  exorbitant  taxes,  levied  by  military 
executions,  and  employed  only  in  fupporting  the  ftate  of  its  oppreffgrs. 
They  dwell  upon  the  importance  of  publi9  faith,  and  the  neceffity  of 
an  exa£t  obfervation  of  treaties ;  as  if  the  Pragmatic  Sandion  had 
been  figned  by  no  ot^ier  potentate  than  the  King  of  Britain,  or  as  if 
the  public  faith  were  to  be  obligatory  to  us  only* 

I'bat  we  (hould  inviolably  obferve  our  treaties,  and  obferve  them, 
though  every  other  nation  {hould  difregard  them ;  that  we  ihould 
Ibew  an  example  of  fidelity  to  mankind,  and  ftand  firm,  though  we 
ftould  ftand  glonc  in  the  praclice  of  virtue,  I  Ihall  readily  allow ; 
and  therefore  I  am  far  from  advifing  that  we  (hould  recede  from  our 
ftipulations,  whatever  we  may  fufFer  by  performing  them,  or  negleft 
the  fupport  of  the  Pragmatic  Sanclibn,  however  we  may  be  at  pre- 
fent  embarrai&d,  or  however  inconvenient  it  may  be  to  aflert  it. 

But  furcly  for  the  fame  reafon  that  we  obferve  our  own  flipula- 
tions,  we  ought  to  incite  other  powers  like  wife  to  the  obfervation  of 
theirs ;  at  leaft  not  contribute  to  hinder  it.  But  how  is  our  prefept 
condu£l  agreeable  to  thefe  principles?  The  Pragmatic  Sanftion  was 
confirmed  not  only  by  the  King  of  Britain,  but  by  the  Elector  like- 
wife  of  Hanover,  who  is  therefore  equally  obliged,  if  treaties  confti- 
tttte  obligation,  to  defend  the  Houfeof  Auftria  againf):  the  attacks  of 
any  foreign  power,  and  to  fend  in  his  proportion  of  troops  to  the 
liipport  of  the  Qyeen  of  Hungary. 
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Whether  thefe  troops  have  bten  fcnt,  thofc  whofe  provinces  oblige 
them  to  fome  knowledge  of  foreign  affairs,  can  inform  the  Houfe 
with  more  certainty  than  I ;  but  (ince  we  have  not  heard  them  men- 
.tioncd  In  this  debate,  and  have  found  by  experience  that  none  oTthc 
merits  of  that  eleSorate  are  pafled  over  in  filence,  it  may,  I  think, 
fairly  be  concluded,  that  the  diflrefles  of  the  illuftrious  Queen  of 
Hungary  have  yet  received  no  alleviation  from  her  alliance  with  Ha- 
'  novcr,  that  her  complaints  have  moved  no  companion  at  that  court, 
nor  the  juftice  of  her  caufe  obtained  any  regard. 

To  what  can  we  impute  this  negligence  of  treaties,  this  difregarcl 
of  juftice,  this  defe6l  of  compaffion,  but  to  the  pernicious  counfcls 
of  thofe  men  who  have  advifed  his  Majefty  to  hire  to  Britain  thofc 
troops  which  he  (hould  have  employed  in  the  afliftance  of  the  Q^iecn 
of  Hungary ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  imagined,  that  his  Majefty  has  more 
or  lefs  regard  to  juftice  as  King  of  Britain,  than  as  Eleftor  of  Ha- 
nover;  or  that  he  would  not  have  fent  his  proportion  of  troops  to  the 
Auftrian  army,  had  not-  the  temptations  of  greater  profit  been  in- 
duftrioufly  laid  before  him. 

But  this  is  not  all  that  may  be  urged  againft  this  condu(3  ;  for  can 
'  we  imagine,  that  the  power  of  France  is  lefs,  or  that  her  defigns  arc 
Icfs  formidable  to  Hanover  than  to  Britain  ;  nor  is  it  lefs  neceffary  for 
the  fecurity  of  Hanover,  that  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  fhould  be  rc- 
cftabliflied  in  its  former  grandeur,  and  enabled  to  fupport  the  liberties 
of  Europe  againft  the  bold  attempts  for  univerfal  monarchy  ? 

If  therefore  our  afliftance  be  an  aft  of  honefty,  and  granted  in 
confequcnce  of  treaties,  why  may  it  not  equally  be  required  of  Ha- 
nover ?  And  if  it  be  an  aft  of  generofity,  why  fhould  this  nation 
alone  be  obliged  to  facrifice  her  own  intereft  to  that  of  others  ?  Or 
why  fliould  the  Elcftor  of  Hanover  exert  his  liberality  at  the  cxpcncc 
of  Britain  ? 

It  is  now  too  apparent,  that  this  great,  this  powerftil,  this  formi- 
dable kingdom,  is  confidered  only  as  a  provirtce  to  a  defpicablc 
cleftorate ;  and  that  in  confequcnce  of  a  fchcme  formed  long  ago, 
and  invariably  purfued,  thefe  troops  are  hired  only  to  drain  this  un- 
happy nation  of  its  money.  That  they  have  hitherto  been  of  no  ufc 
to  Britain,  or  to  Auftria,  is  evident  beyond  controverfy ;  and  there- 
fore it  is  plain,  that  they  are  retained  only  for  the  purpofes  of  Hanover. 

How  much  r<;afon  the  tranfaftions  of  almoft  every  year  have  given 
for  fufpefting  this  ridiculous,  ungrateful,  and  perfidious  partiality,  it 

is 
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is  not  neceflary  to  mention.  I  doubt  not  but  moft  of  thofe  who  fit 
in  this  Houfe  can  recollect  a  great  number  of  inftllnc^s,  from  the 
porchafe  of  part  of  the  Swedifli  dominions,  to  the  contraft  which  we 
arc  now  called  upon  to  ratify.  I  hope  few  have  forgotten  the  memo- 
nble  ftipulation  for  the  Heffian  troops,  for  the  forces  of  the  Duke  of 
Wolfenbuttel,  which  we  were  fcarcely  to  march  beyond  the  verge  of 
their  own  country,  or  the  ever  memorable  treaty,  of  which  the  ten- 
dency is  difcovered  in  the  name ;  the  treaty  by  which  we  difunited 
ourfelves  from-Auftria,  deftroyed  t{iat  buildinig  which  we  may  per- 
haps now  endeavour,  without  fuccefs,  to  raife  again,  and  weakened 
the  only  power  which  it  was  our  intercft  to  ftrcngthen. 

To  dwell  upon  all  the  inftances  of  partiality  which  have  been 
ibewn,  to  remark  the  yearly  vifits  that  have  been'  made  to  that  de- 
lightful country,  to  reckon  up  all  the  fums  that  have  been  fpent  to 
aggrandize  and  enrich  it,  would  be  at  once  invidious  and  tirefome ; 
tirefome  to  thofe  who  are  afraid  to  hear  the  truth,  and  to  thoie  who 
are  unwilling  to  mention  fa<9s  di(honourable  or  injurious  to  their 
country ;  nor  fliall  I  dwell  any  longer  on  this  unpleafmg  fubjec^  than 
to  exprefs  my  hopes,  tjiat  we  (hall  not  any  longer  fufFer  ourfclves  to 
he  deceived  and  opprefled ;  that  we  fliall  at  length  perform  the  duty  of 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  and  by  refufing  to  ratify  this  con- 
traft,  fliew,  that  however  the  intereft  of  Hanover  has  been  preferred 
hy  the  mrnifters,  the  Senate  pays  no  regard  but  to  that  of  Britain. 

Mr.  Horace  Wai.pole  then  fpoke  to  the  following  purpofe  :— 
Sir,  Though  I  have  long  confidered  the  mercenary  fcribblers  of  dif- 
aflt£liort  as  the  difgrace  of  the  kingdom  and  the  peft  of  fociety,  yet 
I  was  never  fo  fully  fenfible  of  their  pernicious  influence. 

I  have  hitherto  imagined,  that  the  weekly  journalifts  and  the  occa- 
fional  pamphleteers  were  the  oracles  only  of  the  loweft  of  the  people ; 
and  that  til  thofe  whom  their  birth  or  fortune  has  exalted  above  the 
crowd,  and  introduced  to  a  more  cxtenfive  converfation,  l)ad  con- 
sidered them  as  wretches  compelled  to  write  by  want,  and  obliged 
therefore  to  write  what  will  moft  engage  attention,  by  flattering  the 
envy  or  the  malignity  of  mankind  j  and  who  therefore  propagate 
fidffioods  themfelves,  not  becaufe  they  believe  them,  and  diflfeminate 
fa6Hon,  not  becaufe  they  are  of  any  party,  but  becaufe  they  are  either 
obliged  to  gratify  thofe  that  employ  them,  or  to  amufe  the  public 
-with  novelties,  or  difturb  it  with  alarms,  that  their  works  may  not 
*paft  unregarded,  and  their  labour  be  ipent  in  vaip. 
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This  is  my  opinion  of  tb^  p^rty  writ;^rs,.  an4  |hia  I  i|99^n^  tkf 
opintpn  cf  t^  reft  of  nunkinci,  who  hz4  the  famine  Qpportualti^  cf 
infoJ-mation  with  myfelf :  nor  ibould  I  readily  h«rc  believed*  th*.  ^^ 
of  their  performances  could  have  produced  greater  effWks  tl^^A  thqfr 
of  infls^miag  the  loweft  clafibs  of  th^  people,  and  inpiting  4^»^n!par4p 
to  iofuJt  their  fupcriors,  bad  I  not  pewreivedf  that  the  HoitQ\nr^ 
Genilem?rt  who  fpoke  l»ft,  owed  his  opision^  of  fhe  partialis  4t«p 
to  the  dominions  of  Hanover,  tp  a  late  treatifi^  which  h^s,.  on  oCr 
cafion  of  this  contrad,  been  very  induftrioufly  difp^fed  t^tj^i^g  ^ 
people. 

Of  this  detcftable  pamphlet»  I  know  not  the  aii^hor,  nor  think  lie 
deferves  that  any  enquiry  (hould  be  made  after  hjn^  es^cept  by  ji  pro- 
chmation  that  may  fet  a  price  upon  bis  head,  anc)  offer  the  faoae  re- 
ward for  difcovering  him,  as  is  gjveid  ior  the  convidion  of  wretches 
lefs  criminal :  nor  can  I  think  the  lenity  of  (he  government  eafily  to 
bediilinguiflied  from  fupinenefe  and  negligence,  while  libels  like  dus 
are  difperfed  openly  in  the  (Ireets,  and  fold  in  (hops  without  fear  ^ 
without  danger,  while  feditipn  is  prof<?(£edly  prqinoted,  and  trealonp 
or  fentioients  very  nearly  bordering  upoi>  treason,  prop^gs^ted  vpAf 
oufdifguif^. 

The  {cribblcr  of  this  wicked  treatife  has  endeavoured  to  comipt 
the  principles  of  his  Majefty's  faithful  fubjeds,  not  only  by  vilifying 
the  memory  of  the  late  King,  whofe  juftice,  humanity,  and  integrity, 
are  generally  reverenced,  but  by  infmuating  likewife,  that  our  p^efent 
moft  gracious  Sovereign  has  adopted  the  lame  fchctnes,  and  en- 
deavours to  aggrandize  Hanover  at  the  expence  of  Britain  ;  that  all 
the  meafures  that  have  been  taken  with  regard  to  the  affairs  of  tlic 
continent,  have  been  contrived  with  no  Qther  view  than  that  ofad- 
vancing  the  intereil,  enlarging  the  bounds,  and  increaling  the  rk:ii^ 
of  the  Hanoverian  territories  i  he  declares,  that  Britain  has  been 
ileered  by  the  rudder  of  Hanover,  and  that  the  nation  will  foonk 
divided  into  two  .more  oppofite  and  irreconcileaUe  parties,  thaneirtr 
yetdifturbed  the  public  peace,  Britons  and  Hanoverians. 

That  he  himfelf,  whoever  he  be,  longs  for  thofe  tipies  of  divifKMi 
and  confufion^  may  be  eafily  believed,  and  the  number  of  thofe  wiV> 
have  the  (ame  wiflies  with  himfelf,  is,  I  fear,  too  great ;  but  Ibdicve 
their  hopes  will  not  be  encouraged,  nor  their  defigns  promoted  in 
jthis  Heuie  >  <ui4  tliat  none  of  thofe  who  are  entrufted  to  reprtfept 
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Aeir  coiinfajr^  wi&  fuilief  thtiufdves  to  be  mifled  by  Aich  wicked 
ittuJtllfttroti4. 

Air,  NtjdEW f  then  fpoke  to  this  elfeft  :^— Sir,  I  kndw  not  for 
^it  rssitbn  the  Honourable  Gentleitian  has  thought  it  contrenient 
lb  rttird  the  dclibdfations  of  this  Houfe^  by  expatiating  upon  the 
fidfflood  and  malignity  of  a  pampUet,  of  which  the  author  is  un- 
known, of  which  no  man  has  attempted  the  vindication,  and  which, 
howdver  diligently  difperfed,  or  however  generally  credited,  appears 
to  have  had  no  great  influence  upoh  the  nation,  nor  to  have  pro* 
duccd  any  effc£b  that  might  give  juft  occafion  to  fo  tragical  an  outcry j 
to  cenfures  as  vehement  and  bitter,  as  if  the  trumpet  of  rebellion  had 
been  (bunded,  as  if  half  the  people  had  taken  arms  againft  their  go« 
vernors,  as  if  the  commonwealth  was  on  the  brink  of  diflblution^  and 
krtxties  were  in  full  miarch  againft  the  metropolis, 

Hiis  pamphlet,  with  the  reft  of  the  people,  I  have  read  j  and 
though  I  am  far  from  thinking,  that  the  cenfure  of  that  Honourable 
Oendeman^can  make  a  defence  neceilary,  fmce  indeed  be  has  con- 
tented himielf  with  inveSive  inftead  of  argument,  and  whatever  he 
may  dlfapprove,  has  confuted  nothing :  and  though  I  have  no  parti- 
cular reafbn  for  expofing  myfelf  as  the  champion  for  this  author, 
whoever  he  may  be,  yet  I  cannot  forbear  to  affirm,  that  I  read  fome 
paffages  with  conviftion,  and  that,  in  my  opinion,  they  require  a 
dlfflrrfent  anfwer  from  thdic  which  have  been  yet  offered ;  and  th$tt 
the  impreffions  which  have  been  made  upon  the  people,  will  not  be 
effaced  by  clatnour  and  rage,  and  turbulence  and  menaces,  which 
can  affeft  only  the  perfon  of  the  writer,  but  muft  leave  his  reafons 
in  their  fiill  force,  and  even  with  regard  to  his  perfon,  will  have  very 
litde  effe£l ;  for  though  fome  men  in  power  may  be  offended,  it  will 
not  be  eafy  to  quote  any  law  that  has  been  broken  by  him. 

On  this  occafion  I  cannot  but  animadvert,  I  hope  with  the  fame 
Pardon  from  the  Houfe,  as  has  been  obtained  by  the  Honourable 
Gcndeman  whom  I  am  now  following,  upon  an  expreiEon  in  frcr 
quent  ufe  among  the  fdlovs^ers  of  a  Court,  whenever  their  meafures 
arc  cenfured  with  fpirit  and  with  juftice.  The  papers  which  they 
cannot  confute,  and  which  they  have  not  yet  been  abk  to  obtain  the 
power  of  fuppreffing,  are  afferted  to  border  upon  treafon  5  and  the 
authors  are  threatened  with  punifhments,  when  they  have  nothing  to 
fear  from  a  reply, 
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Treafon  is  happily  defined  by  our  laws»  and  therefore  every  man 
may  know  when  he  is  about  to  commit  it,  and  avoid  the  danger  of 
punifliment,  by  avoiding  the  a6t  which  will  expofe  him  to  it ;  but 
with  regard  to  the  borders  of  treafon,  I  believe  no  man  will  yet  prc^i* 
tend  to  fay  how  far  they  extend,  or  how  foon,  or  with  how  little 
intention  he  may  tread  upon  them.  Unhappy  would  be  the  man 
who  fhould  be.punifhed  for  bordering  upon  guilt,  of  which  thofe  fatal 
borders  are  to  be  dilated  at  pleafure  by  his  judges.  The  law  has 
hitherto  fuppofed  every  man,  who  is  not  guilty,  to  be  innocent',  but 
now  we  find  that  there  is  a  kind  of  medium  in  which  a  man  maybe 
in  danger  without  guilt,  and  that  in  order  to  fecurity,  a  new  degree 
of  caution  is  become  neccfTaryj  for  not  only  crimes,  but  the  borders 
of  crimes  are  to  be  avoided* 

What  improvements  may  be  made  upon  this  new  fyftem,  how  far 
the  borders  of  treafon  may  reach,  or  what  pains  and  penalties  are 
defigned  for  the  borderers,  no  degree  of  human  fagacity  can  enable 
us  to  forefefe.  Perhaps  the  borders  of  royalty  may  become  facred,  as 
as  w<^ll  as  the  borders  of  treafon  criminal ;  and  as  every  placeman, 
penfioner,  and  minifter,  may  be  faid  to  border  on  the  Court,  a  kind  of 
fan£tity  may  be  communicated  to  his  character,  and  he  {hat  lampoons 
or  oppofes  him,  may  border  upon  treafon. 

To  difmifs  this  expreflion  with  the  contempt  which  it  deferves,jct 
not  without  the  refledions  which  it  naturally  excites,  I  (hall  only 
obferve,  that  all  extenfion  of  the  power  of  the  Crown  mufl  be  dan- 
gerous to  us ;  and  that  whoever  endeavours  to  find  out  new  modes 
of  guilt,  is  to  be  looked  on,  not  as  a  good  fubje(5l,  but  a  bad 
citizen. 

Having  thus  fhewn,  that  the  cenfure  produced  againft  this  pamphlet 
is  unintelligible  and  indeterminate,  I  ihall  venture  to  mention  fomc 
of  the  aflicrtions  which  have  heated  the  Gentleman  into  fo  much 
fury,  Aflertions  which  I  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  favour,  fmce  I  wifh 
they  might  be  falfe,  and  which  I  only  produce  in  this  place  to  give 
fome,  whom,  their  fiations  make  acquainted  with  public  affairs,  an 
opportunity  of  confuting  them. 

It  is  afTcrted,  that  the  French  appear  to  have  treated  all  our  arma- 
ments with  contempt,  and  to  have  purfued  all  their  fchcmcs  with 
the  fame  coi^fid^nce  as  if  they  had  no  other  enem^  to  fear  than  the 
forces  of  Auflria ;  this  is  indeed  no  plcafing  obfervation,  nor  can  it 
be  fuppofed  to  give  iatisfa£lion  to  any  Briton,  to  find  the  repuution  , 
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cf  oar  councils  ^d  of  our  arms  To  much  diminiiha<),  .to  find  (he 
nation  which  lately  gave  laws  to  Europe,  fcarcely  admitted  to  friend- 
(hip,  or  thought  worthy  of  oppofition  in  enmity,  to  hear  that  tho& 
troops,  which,  in  the  days  of  our  former  Monarchs,  (hook  the 
thrones  of  the  continent,  are  pafled  by,  without  fear,  and  without 
regard,  by  armies  marching  againft  their  allies,  thcfe  allies  in  whofc 
caufe  they  formerly  fought  In  the  field.  But  the  truth  of  the  aflertion 
is  too  plain  to  all  the  nations  of  the  world  ;  and  thofe  whofe  intereft 
it  may  be  to  conceal  from  their  countrymen  what  is  known  to  all 
the  continent,  may  rage,  indeed,  and  threaten,  but  they  cannot  deny 
it;  for  what  entcrprize  have  we  hitherto  either  prevented  or  re- 
tarded  ?  What  could  we  have  done  on  one  fide,  or  fufi'ered  on  the 
other,  if  we  had  been  (truck  out  from  exiftence,  which  has  not  been 
fufFered,  or  not  done,  though  our  armies  have  been  ^reviewed  on  the 
continent,  and,  to  make  yet  a  better  fhow,  lengthened  out  by  a  line 
offixteen  thoufand  of  the  troops  of  Hanover. 

It  is  allerted  in  the  fame  treatife,  that  the  troops  of  Hanover  can- 
not a£l  againft  the  King,  and  that  therefore  they  are  an  ufelefs  bur- 
then to  the  State,  that  they  compofe  an  army  of  which  no  other 
tStO,  will  be  found  but  that  they  eat,  and  eat  at  the  expence  of  Bri- 
tain, This  aflertion  is  indeed  fomewhat  more  contcftable  than  the 
former,  but  is  at  leaft  credible  j  fincc  if  we  may  be  permitted  ogk 
this,  as  on  other  occafions,  to  judge  of  the  future  from  the  paft,  we 
may  conclude,  that  thofe  who  have  let  pafs  fuch  opportunities  as 
their  enemies  have  in  the  height  of  contempt  and  fecurity  prefented 
to  them,  will  hardly  ever  repair  the  effcifts  of  their  conduS,  by  their 
bravery  or  a£tivity  in  another  campaign  j  but  that  they  will  take  the 
pay  of  Britain,  and,  while  they  fatten  in  plentyj  and  unaccuftomed 
affluence,  look  with  great  tranquillity  upon  the  diftrefles  of  Auftria, 
and,  in  their  indolence  of  gluttony,  ftand  idle  fpectators  of  that 
deluge,  by  which,  if  it  be  fufFered  to  roll  on  without  oppofition,  their 
own  halcyon  territories  muft  at  laft  be  fwallowed  up. 

The  laft  aflertion  which  I  (hall  extraft  from  this  formidable 
pamphlet,  is  more  worthy  of  attention  than  the  former,  but  perhaps 
may  be  fufpefled  to  border  more  nearly  upon  treafon :  I  fliall  how- 
ever venture  to  quote,  and,  what  is  ftill  more  dangerous,  to  de-» 
fcnd  it. 

It  is  propofcd  that,  inftead  of  fquandering  in  this  time  of  danger 
the  expcnccs  of  the  public  upon  troops  of  which  it  is  at  beft  doubt-* 
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ftil,  whether  they  wiH  be  of  any  ufe  to  fte  (Ijuecn  of  Hungary, 
vi^b^ther  they  can  legally  engage  agaifift  Che  Kmg,  nni  Aether  they 
>irotild  ht  of  any  great  ufe,  though  they  were  fet  free  from  any  other 
jfeftralnts  than  regard  to  their  own  fafety  :  inflcad  of  amufing  our 
ally  with  an  empty  fliow  of  aififtancc,  of  mocking  her  calamities 
'^ith  unefficacious  friendfhip,  and  of  cxpofing  om-fclves  to  the  ridi- 
cule of  our  enemies,  by  idle  armaments  without  hoftility^  by  armies 
only  to  be  reviewed,  and  fleets  ofily  to  be  viftuallcd,  we  fhould 
remit  the  fums  fequircd  for  the  payment  of  the  Hanoverians  to  the 
Queen  of  Hungary,  by  whom  we  know  that  it  will  be  applied  to  the 
great  purpofcs  for  which  the  Senate  granted  it,  the  eftabli(hment  of 
the  liberties  of  Europe,  and  the  repreffion  df  the  Hoirfe  of  Bourbon. 

This  propofal,  however  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  minnlers, 
I  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  to  the  confidcration  of  the 
Houfr,  as,  in  my  opinibii,  the  moft  cfFeSual  method  of  preftrving  the 
remains  of  the  greatnefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria.  It  is  well  known, 
that  thefe  troops  are  hired  at  a  rate  which  they  never  expe<Eted  before, 
ttekt  levy  money  is  paid  for  forces  levied  before  the  commencement 
of  the  bargain,  that  they  are  paid  for  a£linga  long  time  before  they 
began  ^o  march,  and  that,  fince  they  appeared  to  coiifider  themfclves 
as  ertgaged  in  the  quarrel,  their  mafch  has  been  their  whole  per- 
formance,  a  march  not  ajainft  the  enemy,  but  from  him ;  a  march 
in  which  there  was  nothing  to  fear,  nor  any  thing  to  encounter; 
}  and  therefore  I  think  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  public  treafurc 

might  have  been  better  employed. 

The  fame  fum  remitted  to  the  Qiieen  of  Hungary,  will  enable  her 
to  hire  a  much  greater  number  of  troops  out  of  her  own  domi- 
nions, troops  of  whofe  courage  (he  can  have  no  doubt,  and  whofc 
fidelity  will  be  ftrcngthcned  by  common  intererf  and  natural  affcc- 
fton  J  troops  that  will  fight  like  men,  defending  their  wives  and  their 
children,  and  who  will  therefore  bear  fatigue  with  patience,  and  fecc 
danger  with  refolutibn,  who  will  oppofe  the  French  as  t!ieir  natural 
enemies,  and  think  death  more  eligible  than  defeat. 

Thus  ftiall  we  aflert  the  rights  of  mankind,  and  fupport  the  faith 
<5f  trcatre5,  Oppofe  the  opprelForS  of  the  world,  and  rcftore  our  an- 
eientr-  allies  to  their  former  greatnefs,  without  exhaufling  our  own 
country ;  for  it  is  not  impoflible,  that  by  the  proper  ufe  of  this  fum, 
the  Queen  may  obtain  fiich  advantages  in  one  canipsiign,  as  may  in- 
cline the  French  to  defert  the  King,  and  content  themfclves  wi* 
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the  peaceable  pt)f!efR6ff  of  dicif  owrt  tferritofies ;  for  it  is  to  be  re- 
membered, that  th^/  arc  iiow.fightihg  only  for  a  rerhote  intercft, 
ixid  that  thery  tvill  t\6t  hazard  much ;  a  firm  tefiftancc  will  eafily  in- 
dinethcm  to  wait  for  feme  more  favourable  opportunity,  and  there 
will  be  then  Icifure  for  forming  our  meafures  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
aniMher  opportunity  may  never  be  oiFered  them. 

But  of  the  prefent  fcheme,  what  effect  can  be  expe£led  but  igno- 
fainy  and  fh^me^^  difgrace  abroad,  ahd  beggary  at  home  ?  To  this 
expence  what  limits  can  be  fet  i  When  is  there  to  be  an  end  of 
paying  troops  who  are  not  to  march  againft  our  enemies  ?  as  they 
will  at  all  times  be  of  equal  ufe,  there  will  be  at  all  times  the  fame 
rcafon  for  employing  them,  nor  can  there  ever  be  imagiricd  lefe  need 
df  idle  troops,  than  in  a  time  of  war. 

I  am  therefore  afraid,  that  in  a  fliort  time  the  Hanoverians  may 
confider  Britain  as  a  tributary  proving,  upon  which  they  have  a 
right  to  impofc  the  maintenance  of  fixteen  thoufand  men,  who  are 
to  be  employed  only  fof  the  defence  of  their  own  country,  though 
fupported  at  the  expence  of  this.  I  am  afraid  that  we  fliall  be  taught 
to  imagine,  that  the  appearance  of  the  Hanoverians  Is  neceflary  in 
our  own  country,  perhaps  to  check  theinfolence  of  thd  fons  of  free- 
dom, who  without  (ear  border  upon  treafon.  I  am  afraid,  that  his 
Majefty  or  his  fucceflbr  may  be  advifed  by  fycophants  and  flaves  to 
truft  the  guard  of  his  perfon  to  the  trudy  Hanoverians,  and  advifed 
Co  place  no  confidence  in  the  natives  of  Britain. 

For  my  part,  I  think  it  a  very  wife  precept  by  which  we  are  di- 
rcfted  to  obviate  evils  in  the  beginning;  and  therefore  fince,  in  my 
opinion,  the  influence  of  Hanover  muft  be  deftruftive  to  the  royal 
family,  and  detrimental  to  thofe  kingdoms,  I  (hall  endeavour  to 
obviate  it  by  voting  againft  any  provifion  for  thefe  ufelefs  merce- 
naries, and  declaring  that  I  (hall  more  willingly  grant  the  public 
Aoney  to  any  troops  than  thofe  of  Hanover. 

Lord  Percival  fpoke  next  as  follows : — Sir,  I  look  upon  the  quef- 
tSon  now  under  your  confideration,  to  vary  very  little  in  reality  from  that 
which  was  debated  here  the  firft  day  of  this  fcffion.  The  principal 
point  in  the  debate  of  that  day,  was  the  fame  with  that  which  is 
more  regularly  the  debate  of  this,  fFhether  the  Hanoverian  farces 
Jbould  he  taken  into  Britifll  pay  ? 

Sir,  I  (hould  then  have  offered  my  fentiments  upon  this  queftion, 
if  fo  many  other  Gentleman  had  not  delivered  my  fcnfe  in  fo  much 
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a  better  manner  than  I  thought  myfelf  able  to  do,  that  it  would 
have  appeared  a  great  prefumption  in  me,  and  would  hav(;  given  the 
floufe  an  unneceffary  n-oublc. — ^l^hc  feme  rcafon  had  induced  me  to 
have  been  filent  alfo  upon  this  occafion,  if  the  temper  of  the  times, 
the  little  indulgence  fhewn  by  Gentlemen  to  one  another,  when  they 
happen  to  differ  in  political  opinions,  and  the  popular  ^circumfiance 
in  which  I  ftand,  did  not  in  fome  fort  oblige  me  to  proteft  the  vote 
I  then  gave,  and  that  which  I  now  intend  to  give  by  the'  reafons 
that  induce  me  to  give  it. 

Sir,  there  are  three  principal  confide  rations  in  this  queftion  j  firft, 
Whether  we  are  to  aflift  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  and  balance  of  power 
at  all,  ay  or  no  ?  Then  whether  we  ought  to  do  it  with  our  wbote 
force  ?  And  laftly.  Whether  the  Hanoverian  troops  (hould  be  made  a 
part  of  that  force  ? 

As  to  the  firft  confideration,  a  new  do£lrine  has  been  taught  and 
inculcated  for  fome  months  paft,  that  it  is  of  no  importance  to  this 
nation  what  may  happen  on  the  continent  j  that  this  country  being 
an  ifland  intrenched  within  its  own  natural  boundaries,  it  piayftand 
fectxre  and  unconcerned  in  all  the  ftorms  of  the  reft  of  the  world. 
This  dodlrine,  inconfiftcnt  as  it  is  with  all  fenfc  and  reafon,  con- 
trary as  it  is  to  the  univcrfal  principles  of  policy  by  which  this  na- 
tion hath  been  governed  from  the  conqueft  to  this  hour,  is  yet 
openly  profefled  and  avowed  by  many  without  thefe  walls  j  and 
though  no  man  has  yet  ventured  to  own  this  opinion  publicly  and 
dircclly  in  this  Houfe,  yet  fome  Gentlemen  even  here  in  effect 
maintain  it,  when  they  argue,  that  in  no  cafe  this  nation  ought  to 
aflift  or  fupport  the  balance  of  power  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
Dutch.  This  tends  inevitably  to  produce  the  fame  fatal  effect;  it 
reduces  this  country  to  depend  upon  Holland,  to  be  a  province  to 
Holland  i  and  France  would  then  have  no  more  to  do  to  become 
miftrcfs  of  all  Europe,  than  to  gain  over  one  fingle  town  of  the 
United  Provinces,  or  to  corrupt  a  few  members  of  the  States  ;  it  is 
therefore  a  doctrine  of  the  greateft  danger.  The  only  folid  maxim 
is,  that  whoever  becomes  mafter  of  the  continent,  muft  in  the  end 
obtain  the  dominion  of  the  fea.  To  confirm  this,  I  may  venture  to 
cite  an  old  example,  nor  can  I  be  ace u fed  of  pedantry  in  doing  of 
it,  fince  it  is  an  inftance  drawn  from  the  laft  univerfal  monarchy  to 
which  the  world  fubmitted.     The  Romans  had  no  fooner  divided, 

broken  and  fubdued  thofe  powers  upon  the  continent  of  Europe,  who 

had 
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liad  given  a  divcrfioiT  in  the  great  attempt  they  had  long  intended^ 
than  they  attacked  the  Carthaginians,  a  maritime  power,  potent  in 
^ms,  immenfely  opulent,  poirefled  of  the  trade  of  the  whole  world, 
and  unrivalled  miftrefs  of  the  fea*  Yet  thefe  people,  who  enjoyed 
no  wealth,  purfued  no  commerce,  and  at  the  commencement  of  their 
qiuurrel  were  not  mailers  of  a  fingle  {hip,  at  length  prevailed  againft 
this  enemy  upon  their  proper  element,  beat  and  deilroyed  their  fleets, 
invaded  their  dominions,  and  fubdued  their  empire.  From  whence. 
Sir,  I  muft  conclude,  that  we  cannot  wholly  rely  upon  our  fitaationt 
or  depend  folely  on  our  naval  power ;  and  I  may  venture  to  reafon 
upon  this  axiom,  that  this  nation  muft  contribute  to  fuppert  the  Hot  fa 
cf  Auftria  and  the  ialame  of  power  in  fame  degree* 

The  next  queftion  that  occurs,  is,  in  what  degree  we  ought  to  do 
it?  and  whether  we  (hould  do  it  with  our  whole  force?  Taking, 
therefore,  our. footing  hereupon  this  axiom,  that  we  muft  contri^ 
bute  to  it  in  fome  degree,  and  taking  farther  to  our  aid  the  rea* 
foning  of  thofe  Gentlemen,  who  think  it  a  work  of  fuch  extreme 
danger,  and  almoft  defperate,  the  natural  and  evident  conclufion  can 
he  only  this,  that  as  we.  muft  do  it,  fo  we  muft  do  it  with  the  utmcjl 
vigour^  and  with  our  whole  force. 

We  come  now  to  confider,  whether  the  Hanoverian  troops  fhould 
be  made  part  of  that  force  ?  There  are  feveral  confiderations  previous 
to  the  decifion  of  this  queftion.  Firft,  whether  they  are  as  cheap  as 
any  other  forces  we  can  hire  ?  Then  whether  they  are  as  good?  Next 
whether  they  are  as  propcr\y Jituated?  And  whether  they  are  as  much 
t$  be  depended  upon  ?  If  as  to  every  one  of  thefe  particulars  the  anfwer 
muft  he  made  in  the  affirmative,  1  think  it  will  go  very  far  to  de- 
termine sht  queftion  now  before  you. 

As  to  the  firft,  that  they  are  as  cheap,  hay,  upon  the  whole  much 
cheaper,  the  eftimates  now  upon  your  table,  notwithftandiog  any 
cavil,  do  fufficiently  demonftrate. 

That  they  are  as  good,  what  man  can  doubt,  who  knows  the  cha- 
ratbr  of  the  German  nation  ?  What  man  can  doubt,  who  knows 
the  attention  of  his  Majcfty  to  military  difcipline  ?  Thofe  Gentle- 
men can  leaft  pretend  to  doubt  it,  who  fometimes  do  not  fpare  re- 
fledions  upon  that  attention  which  they  infinuate  to  be  too  great. 

That  thefe  troops  are  not  properly  fituated,  will  be  hardly  af- 
ierted  at  this  time,  when  they  are  ad^ually  now  in  Flanders,  and  now 
afting  in  conjundion  with  our  troops.    Let  any  man  confider  the 

map 
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Ihap  of  Europe,  let  him  ob(erve  the  feat  6f  thd  war,  -and  he  «itift 
ividerttly  fee,  that  whethet  their  fervice  may  be  required  in  Flanders, 
Whether  upofi  the  Rhine,  or  in  the  heart  of  Germany,  in  every  ooe 
of  thefe  cafes,  the  Hanoverian  forces  are  as  properly  circum/tanad  ani 
Jituatid  as  arty  troops  in  Europe, 

It  remains  in  the  laft  place  to  examine,  Wlethet  dhy  other  troOft 
tan  be  better  depended  upm ;  and  fure  nothing^  can  be  more  obvious 
than  that  we  may  rely  with  more  fecurity  on  thefe  than  any  odier. 
They  are  fubjeds  of  the  fame  prince,  and  of  a  prince  itxtulgent  to 
Sill  his  fubjefts,  and  accufed  by  thofe  who  diiFer  in  other  pmnti 
from  me,  of  being  partial  againft  the  intereft  of  hii  German  domi* 
iiions.  Unlcfs,  thertfore,  we  arraign  the  firft  principle  upon  f^ich 
ifree  government  can  be  fupporced,  and  without  which  every  excr- 
cife  of  arbitrary  power  would  be  warranted,  we  muft  allow  that 
fuch  a  people  will  be  faithful  to  fuch  a  4)rince,  iVill  defend  him  with  a 
ftrift  fidelity,  and  fupport  his  quarrel  with  the  utmoft  real ;  with  a 
xcal  which  can  never  be  expefted  from  the  mercenary  tr<K)ps  of  any 
other  foreign  power. 

This  naturally  leads  us  to  enquire  what  other  troops  we  can  de- 
pend upon  ;  the  anfwcr  to  this  enquiry  is  fliort  and  pofitivc  ;  thatas 
aiFairs  now  Hand  abroad,  we  can  depend  upon  none  but  thefe ;  let 
us  carry  this  confideration  with  us  in  a  furvcy  of  all  Europe  j  &bafl 
ive  take  Into  our  pay  16,000  of  the  Dutch?  Would  this  be  the  means 
of  bringing  Holland  into  alliance  with  us  ?  Would  they  ^8t  at  their 
own  expence,  would  they  exert  their  own  proper  force  ?  Would  they 
pay  their  oWn  troops  in  aid  of  the  common  caufe,  when  they  found 
this  nation  ready  to  do  it  for  them  ?  l*hey  would  aft  like  madmeft 
if  they  did.  Shall  we  hire  Danes?  Is  there  a  Gentleman  in  this 
Houfe,  who  is  not  convinced  that  this  power  has  been  warped,  for 
fome  time  paft,  towards  the  intereft  of  France  ?  When  We  hired 
thefe  troops  in  the  laft  inftance,  did  they  not  deceive  us  ?  Did  they 
hot  even  refufc  to  march  ?  Nay  farther,  are  they  not  in  all  appearance 
now  upon  the  point  of  being  employed  in  a  quarrel  of  their  own? 
a  quarrel  in  which  they  will  have  need  of  all  their  force.  Shall  we 
then  hire  Saxons  ?  An  Honourable  Gentleman  feemed  to  think  that 
there  may  be  fome  poiBbility  of  this,  and  perhaps  there  may  hereafter, 
when  the  King  of  Pruffia's  views  are  known,  and  the  part  he  fliall 
rcfolvc  to  act;  but  Saxony  is  certainly  now  too  much  expofed  to> 
and  cannot  fail  to  be  alarmed  at  his  growing  power^  at  the  great 
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iMgfli^ntaifioa  of  bis  armies,  and  the  feccet  and  vaft  4efigDS  ^wbtch 
)ie  fofoi^  to  peditate.  This  meafure,  therefore,  is  no(  pra^c^ible 
ia  the  prefi^nt  conjuncture ;  that  ele&orate  cannot  hazard  its  ow« 
((ciifitjr  in  thefe  precarioiis  circuqiftances,  by  lending  out  fo  great  f, 
body  of  its  (ropps.  Would  Qentlemen  advife  the  hire  of  Pruffian 
troeps  tp  ferve  us  in  this  conjun&ure  ?  They  who  do  advife  it,  md^ 
forget  i^rangely  the  part  fo  lately  a£ted  by  that  prince,  and  the  varietf 
^ius  coodi|&  with  regard  to  his  difFerent  allies  within  the  fpace  of 
Ihe  two  laft  years,  I  fhall  guard  myielf  in  my  expreiSons^  an4 
inaiat^in  a  proper  refpoA  ii)  difcourfing  of  fo  great  a  chara^^r^  hut 
I  muft  %  thus  much,  fbat  the  miniftry  would  ad  with  great  impru^ 
deii99,  to  put  the  fafety  of  the  Briti(b  troops,  and  to  rifque  the  iatfB 
of  this  arnay,  upon  the  event  of  fueh  a  meafure^  I  need  noc  (af 
moreji  for  it  is  not  yet  proved  to  us,  thai  this  prince  would  (I  wii)i 
there  w^s  no  realbn  to  beli^v^  he  would  not)  lend  us  this  body  qf 
his  men^  .though  we  fbould  be  difpofed  to  take  them  into  pay.  Thf 
Swifi  cantons^  tbiufirt^  now  aUm  remain ;  and  indeed  from  them  we 
^pb^bly  Qiight  procure  a  greater  number  ^  but  I  leave;  it  tp  thp 
judgment  of  any  man  of  f<^nle  and  candour,  whether  any  minifter  of 
thisfHitipp  couU  warrant  the  employment  of  i6,ooa  Swifs  in  this 
ftrvice  ?  For  when  we  refle^i  upon  the  (ituation  of  the&  provinces, 
and  compare  it  with  that  of  our  Briti(h  troops  who  are  now  in  Flan^- 
ders,  it  is  vifible  that  they  muft  pafs  400  miles  upon  the  borders  of 
the  Rhine,  flanked  by  the  ftrong  places  of  France,  during  their  whole 
march,  expo&d  to  the  garri£>ns  and  armies  upon  that  frontier,  by 
whom  it  can  never  be  fuppofed  that  they  would  be  fulFered  to  pafs 
unmolefted,  when  France  muft  fo  well  know  the  intention  of  their 
inarch  to  be  for  no  other  end,  but  to  make  a  conjvindiion  with  other 
troops  in  the  Britiflx  pay,  in  order  afterwards  to  invade,  or  at  lead  to 
interrupt  the  views  of  that  kingdom  with  their  united  force. 

Thefe  reafons.  Sir,  prove  invincibly  to  mc,  that  if  we  are  to  affift 
theHoufe  of  Auftria  by  an  army,  we  muft  of  prudence,  nay  of  ne- 
ceffity,  in  part,  compofe  that  army  c^  the  Hanoverian  troops* 

But  yet  there  is  another  ftate  of  this  quedion,  an  alternative  of  ^ 
which  fome  gentlemen  fecm  very  fond,  Tyhether  it  would  not  bi  better 
t$  ajfift  the  ^een  of  Hungary  with  money  only  ^ 

This  opinion  :^c  firft  fight  is  extremely  plaudble  ;  if  the  Q^ieen  of 
Hungary  has  been  able  to  do  fo  much  with  an  aid  of  500,000/.  •  what 
might  £he  not  be  able  to  do  with  a  million  more  I  Sir,  a  million  more 

would 
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tvould  by  no  means  anfwcr  in  the  fame  proportion.  When  a  fum  \% 
given  her,  which  with  the  bcft  oeconomy  can  fufiice  barely  to  put  her 
troops  in  motion,  when  the  enemy  is  at  her  very  gates,  her  all  at  an 
■immediate  ftake,  there  can  be  no  room  for  a  mifapplieatton  of  it. 
But  a  fum  fo  immenfe  as  that  of  a  millton  and  a -half,  would  dazzle 
the  eyes  of  a  court  fo  Httle  ufed  to  fee  fuch  firms ;  and  as  an  Ho- 
nourable Gentlemen  [Mr.  Horace  Walpole]  long  verfed  in  foreign 
afiairs,  and  well  acquainted' with  thefe  matters,  told  you  in  a  former 
debate,  would  he  much  of  it  fquandered  among  the  Auftrian  mmifters 
and  favourites.  I  make  no  fcruple  to  add  to  this,  that  fome  fmal 
part  might  fall  to  the  fhare  6f  minifters  elfewhere.  But  there  is  ano- 
ther danger  which  Gentlemen  who  contend  for  this  meafure  do  not 
confider  :  can  they  who  profefs  a  diftruft  of  all  mioifters,  and  par- 
ticularly thofc  who  are  now  employed  at  hooie ;  they  who  have  ever 
argued  againft  all  votes  of  credit  upon  this  principle,  that  it  affords 
an  opportunity  to  minifters  of  defrauding  the  fcrvice,  and  of  putting 
large  fums  into  the  purfe  of  the  crown,  or  into  their  private  pockecs; 
can  they  now  argue  for  this  meafure,  which  I  may  be  bold  to  bj^ 
would  be  in  efkSt  the  moft  enormous  vote  of  credit  that  was  ever 
given  in  the  world  ?  Gentlemen  infmuate,  that  the  taking  the  Hano- 
verian forces  into  Britifli  pay,  is  a  criminal  complaifance,  calculated 
only  to  confirm  an  infant  and  a  tottering  adminiftration.  But  how 
much  greater  means  for  fuch  a  purpofe,  would  an  alternative  like  dii 
afford?  Suppofc  a  minifter,  unfirm  in  his  new  acquired  power,  to 
ingratiate  himfelf  with  his  prince,  (hould  prop6fe  a  fcheme  to  rC- 
plenifh  the  coffers  of  an  exhaufted  civil  lift,  fquanJercd  in  fuch  vile 
purpofes,  that  no  man  could  have  the  hardinefs  to  come  to  Pariia- 
rocnt,  or  dare  to  hope  a  fupply  for  it  by  any  regular  application  to 
this  Houfe  ?  What  method  could  be  devifed  by  fuch  a  miniftcr  him- 
felf, to  do  the  job  more  excellent  than  this  ?  For  who  can  doubt 
that  (guard  it  how  you  will)  the  Queen  of  Hungary  might  be  in- 
duced, in  the  condition  in  which  (he  now  ftands,  to  accept  a  million,^ 
and  to  give,  a  receipt  in  full  for  the  whole  fum  ?  How  could  you  pre- 
vent an  underftanding  of  this  kind  between  two  courts  ?  and  how 
cafy,  therefore,  might  it  be  to  fink  500,000/.  out  of  fo  vaft  a  grant  ? 
Sir,  i  will  fufpecl  no  minifter,  but  1  will  truft  none  in  this  degree^ 
and  I  wonder  other  Gentlemen  do  not  fufpedt,  if  I  do  not.  From 
hence,  therefore,  I  confider  this  as  a  propofition  both  fallacious  and 
unfafe  j  for  though  it  be  a  fad,  that  the  fame  fum  of  money  «iigl>t 
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maintain-in  Auftria  double  the  nunnber  of  troops;  yet>  if  no  more 
than  half  that  money  (hould  be  applied  (as  I  have  fhewn  greait  reafon 
to  believe  that  it  would  not)  to  the  ufes  of  the  war,  it  is  evident,  that 
you  would  deceive  yourfelves,  and  would  have  but  an  equal  number 
of  raw,  irregular,  undifciplined,  and  much  worfe  troops  for  it. 

But,  Sir,  there  is  yet  a  ftronger  argument  againft  the  fupply  in 
money  only.  What  are  our  views  in  fupporting  the  Queen  df  Hun« 
gary?  Our  views  are  general  and  particular  \  general^  to  fave  the 
Houib  of  Auftria,  and  to  prefcrve  a  balance  of  power ;  particular^  to 
prevent  the  French  from  making  any  further  acquifitions  on  this  fide 
of  Flanders.  The  firft  might  pofEbly  be  anfwercd  in  a  good  degree,  , 
by  giving  that  Princefs  an  equivalent  in  money;  but  the  fecond  can- 
not be  fecurely  provided  againft,  without  an  army  on  this  fide  of 
Europe  in  the  Britifii  pay.  Sir,  is  it  not  natural  for  every  one  of  us 
to  guard  our  vital  parts,  rather  than  our  more  remote  members? 
Would  not  the  Queen  of  Hungary  (ftipulate  and  condition  with  her 
as  you  pleafe)  apply  the  greateft  part  of  thefe  fubfidies  in  defence  of 
her  dominions  in  the  heart  of  Germany?  Might  it  not  even  induce 
her  to  enlarge  her  views,  and  to  think  of  conquefts  and  equivalents  ^ 
for  what  ihe  has  already  loft,  which  it  might  be  vain  and  ruinous  for  * 
us  to  fupport  her  in  ?  Would  flie  not  leave  Flanders  to  fliift  for  itfelf, 
or  ftill  to  be  taken  care  of  by  the  Dutch  and  Britain?  In  fuch  a  cafe, 
if  France  fhould  find  it  no  longer  pofiible  to  make  any  impreffion  on 
her  territories  on  the  German  fide,  what  muft  we  expedl  to  be  the 
confequence  ?  I' think  it  very  vifible  fhe  would  on  a  fudden  quit  he^* 
cxpenfive  and  deftru£|ive  projects  on  that  quarter,  and  there  only 
carry  on  a  defenfive  war,  while  (he  fell  with  the  greater  part  of  her 
force  at  once  upon  the  Low  Countries,  which  would  by  thismeafure 
be  wholly  unprovided  ;  and  flie  might  there  acquire  in  one  campaign, 
before  any  poflibility  of  making  head  againfther,  (which  the  Dutch 
vould  hardly  attempt,  and  could  certainly  not  alone  be  able  to  efFe£l) 
all  that  fhe  has  been  endeavouring  for  the  laft  century  to  obtain,  and 
what  no  union  of  powers  could  be  ever  capable  of  regaining  from  her. 
All  this  will  be  effeiSlually  prevented  by^an  army  paid  by  us  on  this 
fide  of  Europe  ;  an  army  ready  to  march  to  the  borders  of  her  coun- 
try, and  to  intercept  her  fuccours  and  fupplics  for  the  German  war ; 
anaroiy,  ready  to  proteft  the  petty  ftates,  whofe  intercft  and  inclina- 
tion it  apparently  muft  be  to  declare  for  us,  and  to  join  their  forces 
with  us,  whea  they  no  lon-i;er  fear  the  power  of  France;  an  army, 
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vhiph  may  poiEb]y  give  counigc  9nd  ^irtt*  to  greater  powers^  vbp 
•may  ftill  doubt,  without  thefe  vigorous  meafures,  (after  what  they 
have  formerly  experienced)  whether  they  could  cvca  yet  depend  upoa 
US;  an  army,  (if  the  pofture  of  affairs  (hou)d  m^lpeit  occeflaiy)  able 
to  caufe  a  powerful  diverfion  to  the  French  force$,  by  an  attack  upop 
Lorrain  and  Champagne,  and  flill  within  diftance  to  return  upon 
Its  flops  in  time^  to  prevent  the  French  from  carjyiBg  any  point  of 
^coniequence  in  Flanders,  (hould  they  then  at^erppt  it*  . 

One  argument  more,  I  beg  leave  to  mentipn,.  and  it  is  of  gmt 
weight.  Admit  that  the  fums  raifed  upon  the  fub]ir<^  W^t  be  ^npater 
in  the  one  cafe  tiian  the  other,  the  fums  remitted  ou^of  the  kingdoqi 
'would  be  infinitely  lefs.  Whatever  is  remitted  to  tht  Qu^en  of 
Hungary,  is  buried  in  the  reinoteft  parts  of  Germany,  and  cajx  never 
return  to  us ;  whereas  in  a  war  carried  on  by  troops  in  pur  owopaj 
on  this  fide,  by  much  the  greater*  part  of  the  expeiice  returns  to  us 
again  in  part  by  the  pay  of  officers,  by  the  fupply  of  provifions  and 
neceilaries  in  a  country  exhaufiied  by  armies,  ammunition,  ordnaoce> 
horfes,  clothing,  accoutrements,  and  a  multitude  of  other  article^) 
which  I  need  not  enumerate,  becaufb  experience^  which  is  thefouDdeit 
reafoner,  fully  proved  it  in  the  example  of  the  laft  war,  at  the  coo- 
clufion  of  which,  notwithftanding  the  prodigious  fums  expended  in 
it,  this  nation  felt  no  fenfible  efFed  from  a  diminution  of  its  cue- 
rent  fpecie. 

Sir,  I  was  prepared  to  have  fpoken  much  more  largely  to  this  fub- 
je£t,  but  my  difcourfe  has  already  been  drawn  to  a  greater  length 
than  I  imagined,  in  treating  upon  the  argument  thus  £ir»  I  ihail, 
therefore,  avoid  troubling  you  any  farther  upon  it  at  this  time;  I 
iball  only  obferve,  that  in  my  humUe  opinion,  it  is  fuflicieutly  proved, 
firft,  that  we  muft  adid  the  Houfe  of  Aui^ria,  and  that  we  mud  doit 
with  all  our  force  ;  next,  that  we  cannot  do  it  with  money  onlyt  b9t 
in  part  with  a  land  army,  and  that  this  land  army  cannot  be  convent' 
cntly  (I  may  fay  poflibly)  compofed  at  this  time,  without  the  Hanp- 
verian  troops.  I'his  qucftion  therefore  can,  I  think,  be  no  longer 
debated,  but  upon  the  foot  of  popular  prejudices  and  infinuations  of 
an  improper  connection  of  Hanoverian  and  Britiih  interells ;  but  is 
I  could  not  enter  into  this  fubjecl  without  concern  and  indignation, 
and  as  it  is  a  very  delicate  point  for  me  in  particular  to  debate  upoP) 
I  (hall  leave  this>  part  of  the  queftion  to  othtr  Gentlemen,  who  can 
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engage  in  it  both  with' lefs  inconvenience,  and  with  more  ability, 

than  it  is  poffible  for  me  to  do. 

To  which  Mr.  George  Grenville  replied  in  fubftance  :-^ 
Sir,  Though  I  am  far  from  thinking  myfelf  able  to  produce,  without 
fiudy  or  premeditation,  a  complete  anfwer  to  the  elaborate  and 
artful  harangue  which  you  have  now  heard,  yet  as  I  cannot  be  con-^^ 
vinced  of  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  meafures  which  have  been  defended 
with  fo  much  fubtilty,  I  iball  at  lead  endeavour  to  (hew,  that  my 
difapprobation  is  not  merely  the  ef{e£t  of  obftinacy,  and  that!  have 
at  leaft  conlidered  the  propofals  of  the  miniftry,  before  I  have  ventured 
to  condemn  them* 

Whether  we  ought  to  think  ourfelves  indifpenfably  obliged  to  main- 
tain, at  all  events,  the  balance  of  power  on  the  continent,  to  maintain 
it  without  allies,  to  maintain  it  againft  a  combination  of  almoft  all 
Europe,  I  ihall  not  now  enquire  \  I  will  fuppofe  it  for  once  our  duty 
to  ftruggle  with  impoffibility,  and  not  only  to  fupport  the  Houfe  of 
Auilria  when  it  is  attacked,  but  to  raife  it  when  it  is  fallen  ;  &Ilen 
by  oar  own  negligence,  and  opprefTed  with  the  weight  of  all  the  fur- 
rounding  powers ;  and  fhall  therefore  at  prefent  only  enquire,  by 
what  means  we  may  aiFord  that  affiftance  with  moft  benefit  to  our 
allies,  and  leaft  danger  to  ourfelves. 

With  regard  to  our  ally,  that  alEftance  will  be  apparently  mofl: 
advantageous  to  her,  by  which  her  ftrength  will  be  moft  iqcreafed, 
and  therefore  it  may  perhaps  be  more  ufeful  to  her  to  find  her  money 
than  troops  ;  but  if  we  muft  fupply  her  with  troops,  I  doubt  not  but 
it  will  readily  appear,  that  we  may  cafily  find  troops  which  may  be 
of  more  ufe  and  Icfs  expence  than  thofe  of  Hanover. 

It  has  been  obferved,  with  regard  to.  the  convenient  fituation  of 
thofe  troops,  that  it  cannot  now  be  denied,  fince  they  are  a&ing  in 
Flanders  in  conjundion  with  the  Britifti  forces.  This  is  an  ailertion 
to  which,  though  it  was  uttered  with  an  air  of  vidlorious  confidence, 
though  it  was  produced  as  an  infuperable  argument,  by  which  all 
thofe  who  intended  oppofition  were  to  be  reduced  to  filence  and  de  - 
fpair,  many  objections  may  be  made,  v/hxch  it  will  require  another 
harangue  equally  elaborate  to  remove. 

That  the  troops  of  Hanover  are  now  adding  in  conjunflion  with 
die  Britons,  I  know  not  how  any  man  can  affirm,  unlefd  he  has  re- 
ceived intelligence  by  fomc  airy  meffengcrs,  or  has  ftrnie  fympathetic 
communication  with  them  not  indulged  to  the  reft  of  mankind. ' 

Vol,  II,  T  None 
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None  of  die  accounts  i^^ich  have  been  brought  hither  of  the  affidn 
of  the  continent  have  yet  informed  us  of  any  aftion,  or  tendency  to 
adion;  the  Hanoverians  have  indeed  been  reviewed  in  conjun&ion 
with  our  forces,  but  have  hitherto  not  a^edi  nor  have  the  armie$ 
yet  cemented  the  alliance  by  any  common  danger,  or  ihewn  yet  that 
they  are  friends  otherwife  than  by  flecping  and  eating  togedier,  by 
eating  at  the  expence  of  the  fame  nation. 

Nor  am  I  at  prefent  inclined  to  grant,  that  either  army  is  fituatcd 
where  it  may  be  of  moft  ufe  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary  j  fortfaejf 
now  loiter  in  a  country  which  no  enemy  threatens,  and  in  which 
nothing  therefore  can  be  feared  ^  a  country  very  remote  from  the  feat 
of  war,  and  which  will  probably  be  laft  attacked.  If  the  aflifiance 
of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  bad  been  defigned,  there  appears  no  reafoo 
why  the  Hanoverians  (bould  have  marched  thither,  or  why  this  im- 
porunt  conjunction  fhould  h^vc  been  formed,  fince  they  might/ia 
much  left  time,  and  vrith  lefs  expence,  have  joined  the  Auftrian«, 
and  perhaps  have  enabled  them  to  defeat  the  defigns  of  the  Frendi> 
and  cut  oiF  the  retreat  of  the  army  which  was  fent  to  the  relief  of 
Prague.  But  this  march,  though  it  would  have  been  lefs  tedious, 
would  have  been  more  dangerous,  and  would  not  have  been  very 
conltftent  with  the  defigns  of  thofe  who  are  more  defirous  of  re- 
ceiving wages  than  of  deferving  them ;  nor  is  it  likely,  that  thofe 
who  required  levy  money  for  troops  already  levied,  and  who  de- 
manded, that  they  fbould  be  paid  a  long  time  before  they  began  to 
march,  would  hurry  them  to  adion,  or  endeavour  to  put  a  period 
to  fo  gainful  a  trade  as  that  of  hiring  troops  which  are  not  to  be 
expofed. 

This  condud,  however  yifibly  abfurd,  I  am  very  far  from  im* 
puting  either  to  cowardice  or  ignorance  i  for  there  is  rcafon  to 
fufpeiEt,  that  they  marched  into  Flanders  only  becaufe  they  could.not 
appear  in  any  other  place  as  the  allies  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary, 
without  expofiag  their  Sovereign  to  the  iitkperial  interdid. 

It  is  therefore  not  only  certain,  that  thefe  troops,  thefe  boafted  and 
important  troops,  have  not  yet  been  of  any  ufe ;  but  probable  that 
no  ufe  is  intejided  for  them,  and  that  the  fole  view  of  thofe  who  have 
introduced  them  into  our  fervice,  is  to  pay  their  court  by  enriching 
Hanover  with  the  fpoils  of  Britain. 

That  tbi6  is  in  reality  their  intention,  appears  from  the  eftimttes 
to  which  an  appeal  has  been  fo  confidently  made,  but  which,  if  diey 
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are  compared  wifi)  a  contraA  made  for  the  troops  oT  the  fame  nation 
in  the  laft  war,  will  fliew  how  much  theif  price  has  rifcn  fince  theit* 
Sorercign  was  exalted  to  this  throne ;  though  I  cannot  find  any  proofs 
that  their  reputation  has  increafed,  nor  can  difccfver  from  their  a£floni 
in  Flanders  any  reafon  to  believe,  that  their  fervices  will  be  greater. 

It  is  now  to  little  porpofe  to  enquire,  whether  there  are  any  other 
troops  that  could  have  been  more  properly  employed,  fince  it  is  cer« 
tain,  that,  whatever  jnay  be  the  general  charader,  or  the  late  condud 
of  other  nations,  it  is  the  intereft  of  Britain  to  employ  rather  any 
troops  than  tbeie,  as  any  evil  is  rather  to  be  chofen  than  animofities 
between  our  Soverergn  and  our  fellow- fubje£b  ^  and  fach  animofities 
muft  inevitably  arife  from  this  deteftabie  preference  of  the  troops  of 
Hanover. 

[Thequeftion  wascarrial  by  67,  the  Ayfe  being  260;  Noes  193. 
This  ailair  was  again  debated  with  vehemence  upori  the  report  on 
Monday,  December  13,  1742,  upon  a  queftion,  whether  the  lev/ 
money  fiiould  fland  part  of  the  general  queftion,  which  was  carried 
ky  S3,  Ayes  230,  Noes  177.] 


HOUSE     OF     LORDS. 

Fihruary  i,  1742-3. 

The  crier  of  the  day  fir  taking  into  confuUraiion  tbefiveral  Sfiimatis  0/ 
the  Charge  of  the  Forces  in  the  Pay  of  Great-Britain  was  ready  upon 
which  Larder  AfiHo^z  rofe  up^  andfpoke  infuhjlance  as  follows:-^ 

My  Lords,  I  have  always  underftood,  that  the  peculiar  happinefii 
of  the  Britifii  nation  confifts  in  this,  that  nothing  of  importance  can 
be  undertaken  by  the  government,  without  the  confent  of  the  people 
as  reprefented  by  the  other  Houfe,  and  that  of  your  Lordfhips,  whofc 
large  pofleffions,  and  the  merits  either  of  your  anceftors  or  yourfelves, 
have  given  yotf  the  privilege  of  voting  in  your  own  right  in  national 
confultations. 
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The  sulvantages  of  this  conflitution,  the  fecarity  which  it  confers 
upon  the  nation,  and  the  reflraint  which  it  lays  upon  corrupt  mioif- 
ters,  or  ambitious  princes,  are  in  tbemfelves  too  obvious  to  admit  of 
explanation,  and  too  well  known  in  this  great  Afiembly,  by  whofe 
anceftors  they  were  originally  obtained,  and  preferved  at  the  frequent 
hazard  of  life  and  fortune,  for  me  to  imagine,  that  I  can  make  them 
cither  more  efteemed  or  better  underftood. 

My  intention,  my  Lords,  is  not  to  teach  others  the  regard  which 
the  conftitution  of  our  government,  or  the  happinefs  of  the  nation 
flemands  from  them,  but  to  fhew  how  much  I  regard  them  my(elf| 
by  endeavouring  to  preferve  and  de£end  them  at  a  time  when  I  think 
them  invaded  and  endangered. 

Upon  the  examination  of  the  eftimates  now  before  us,  I  cannot  but 
think  it  neceflary,  my  Lordsy  that  every  man  who  values  liberty, 
{hould  exert  that  fpirit  by  which  it  was  at  firft  eftablifhed  ;  that  every 
man  (hould  rbufe  from  bis  fecurity,  and  awaken  all  his  vigilance  and 
all  his  zeal,  left  the  bold  attempt  that  has  been  now  made  (hould,  if 
it  be  not  vigoroufly  reprefled,  be  an  encouragement  to  the  more 
dangerous  incroachments ;  and  left  that  fabrick  of  power  fhould  be 
deftroyedy  which  has  been  ere&ed  at  fuch  expence  and  with  fuch  la- 
bour; at  which  one  generation  has  toiled  after  another,  and  of  which 
the  wifdom  of  the  moft  experienced  and  penetrating  ftatefmen  have 
been  employed  to  perfect  its  fymmetry,  and  the  induftry  of  the  moft 
virtuous  patriots  to  repair  its  decays. 

The  firft  objed  which  the  eftimates  force  upotr  om-  obfervatton  ii 
a  numerous  body  of  foreign  troops,  for  the  levy  and  payment  of 
which  a  very  large  fum  k  demanded ;  and  demanded  at  a  time,  when 
the  nation  is  to  the  laft  degree  embarrafled  and  opprclled,  when  it  is 
engaged  ii»  a  war  with  a  powerful  empire,  and  almoft  overwhelm^ 
with  the  debts  that  were  contraded  in  former  confederacies  ;  when  it 
is  eng^ed  in  a  war,  not  for  the  recovery  of  forgotten  claims,  or  for 
the  gratificatipn  of  reftlefs  ambition,  not^for  the  confumption  of 
exuberant  wealth,  or  for  the  difcharge  of  fuperfluous  inhabitants ;  but 
a  war,  in  which  the  moft  important  interefis  are  fet  to  hazard,  and 
by  which  the  freedom  of  navigation  muft  be  either  eftabliihed  or  loft; 
a  war  which  muft  determine  the  fovereignty  of  the  ocean,  the  rights 
Cf  commerce,  and  the  ftate  of  our  colonies ;  a  war,  in  which  we 
may  indeed  be  vidtorious  without  any  increafe  of  our  reputation ; 

but 
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but  in  ni^ich  we  cannot  be  defeated  without  lofing  all  our  influence 
upon  foreign  powers,  and  becoming  fubje£l  to  the  infolence  of  petty 
princes. 

When  foreign  troops  are  hired,  at  a  time  like  this,  it  is  natural  to 
expeSthat  they  have  been  procured  by  contra£h  uncommonly  frugal ; 
becaufe  no  nation  can  be  fuppoTed  to  be  lavifli  in  a  time  of  diftrefs. 
It  is  natural,  my  Lords,  to  expect  that  they  ihould  be  employed  ia 
i  expeditions  of  the  utmoil  importance ;  becaufe  no  trifling  advantage 
ought  to  incite  a  people  overburthened  with  taxes,  to  oppreft  them* 
;  fdves  with  any  new  expence ;  and  it  may  be  jufily  fuppofed,  that  tfaefe 
i  troops  were  hired  by  the  advice  of  the  Senate ;  becaufe  no  minifter 
can  be  fuppofed  fo  hardened  in  defiance  of  his  country,  in  contempt 
of  the  laws,  and  in  difregard  of  the  public  bappinefs,  as  to  dare  to  in*, 
troduce  foreigners  into  the  public  fervice,  in  profecution  of  his  owzv 
private  fchemes,  or  to  rob  the  nation  which  be  profiefles  to  ierve^ 
that  he  may  increafe  the  wealth  of  Another.' 
I     But  upon  confideration  of  this  eft i  mate,  my  Lords,  all  thefe  ex* 
I  pedations,    however  reafonabie  in  tbemfelves, ,  however  confiftent 
E  vith  the  declarations  of  the  wifeft'  (IjUefmen,  and  the  praSice  of 
I  former  times,  will  be  diiappointed ;  for  it  will  be  found  that  the 
']  troops  of  which  we  are  now  to  ratify  the  provifions  for  their  4>ayment, 
p  are  raifed  at  an  expence  never  known  on  the  like  occafion  before^ 
I whej)  the  nation  was  far  more  able  to  fupport  it ;  that  they  have  yet 
ween  employed  in  no  expedition,  that  they  have  neither  fought  z^ 
Vttle,  norbefiegcd  a  town,  nor  undertaken  any  defign,  nor  hindered 
my  that  has  been  formed  by  thofe  againft  whom  they  are  pretended 
wave  been  raifed  ;  that  they  have  not  yet.drawn  a  fword  but  at<a 
^ww,  nor  beard  the  report  of  fire*arms  but  upon  a  fcftival ;  that . 
tt^^Bave  not  yet  feen  an  enemy,  and  that  they  are  pofted  whdre  no. 
cnenfcs  likely  to  approach  them.     , 

Butl^s,  my  Lfords,  is  not  the  circumftance  which  ought,  in  my* 
opinion^^lpft  .ftrongly .  to  zScSt  us ;  troops  may  be  raifed  without 
being  empM|ed,  and  money  expended  without  efFeA;  but  fuch  mea«.^ 
&res,  thougQ|||ey  ought  to  be  cenfured  and  reAified,  may  be  borne 
without  any  exntordini^'y  degree  of  indignation.  While  6ur  confti^i^ ' 
tution  remains  initiated,  temporary  lofles  may.be  eafily  repaired,. 
and  accidental  miJb^uA  fpeedily  retrieved;  but  when  the  public, 
rights  are  infringed,  w|^  the  miniftry  aflume  the  power  of  giving, 
away  the  properties  of  tn^eople^  it  is  thep  necei&ry  Co  exert  an  un* . 

T  3  common 
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common  degree  of  vigour  and  refentment ;  it  is  as  neceffiiry  to  flop 
the  incroachments  of  lawlefs  power,  as  to  oppofe  the  torrent  of  a 
deluge  3  which  may  be  perhaps  refifted  at  firft,  but  from  which,  the 
country  that  is  once  overwhelmed  by  it,  cannot  be  recovered* 

To  raife  this  ardour,  my  Lords,  to  excite  this  laudable  refentment, 
I  believe  it  will  be  only  neceflary  to  obferve,  diat  thofe  troops  wero 
piiied  without  the  advice  or  th^confent  of  the  Senate  }  that  this  new 
burthen  has  been  laid  upon  the  nation  by  the  defpotic  will  of  the 
sninifters,  and  that' the  demands  made  for  their  fupport  may  be  fatd 
to  he  a  tax  laid  upon  the  people,  not  by  the  Senate  but  by  the  Court. 

The  motives  upon  which  the  miniftry  have  zSttd  on  this  occafion 
are,  ib  far  as  they  can  be  difcovered,  and  indeed,  there  appears  very 
little  care  to  conceal  them,  fuch  as  no  fubjed  of  this  Crown  eve/ 
dared  to  proceed  upon  before  ;  they  are  fucb  as  the  A&  of  Settlement, 
liizt  2A  to  which  our  Sovereign  owes  his  title  to  this  Throne,  ought 
for  ever  to  have  excluded  from  Britifli  Councils. 

I  fhould  proceed,  my  Lords,  to  explain  this  new  method  of  in« 
poverifhing  our  countrys  and  endeavour  to  (how  the  principles  from 
which  it  ajrifes,  and  the  end  which  it  muft  promote.  But  fome  fod- 
den  indii[)ofitton  obliges  me  to  contra^  my  plan,  and  conclude  much 
focmer  than  I  intended  with  moving,  ^  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be 
ptciented  to  bis  Majefty,  to  beieecb  and  advife  his  Majefty,  that  con* 
fid^ring  the  exceifive  and  grievous  expences,  incurred  by  the  great 
number  of  foreign  troops  now  in  th^  pay  of  Great* Britain  (expences 
fo  increafed  by  the  extraordinary  manner^  as  we  apprehend^  of 
'  making  the  eftimates  relating  thereunto,  and  vriiich  do  not  appear  to 
us,  conducive  to  the  ei\d  propofed)  his  Majefty  WiU  be  gracioufly 
plea&d,  in  compaillon  to  his  people  loaded  already  with  fuch  nu* 
merous  and  heavy  taxes,  (uch  large  and  growing  debts,  and  greater 
annua}  expences  than  this  nation,  at  any  time,  ever  before  fuftained^ 
to  exonerate  his  (ubjedk  of  the  charge  and  burthen  of  thofe  mercena- 
ries who  were  taken  into  our  iervice  laft  year,  without  the  advice  or 
conient  of  Parliament/* 

Lord  Sanpwich  fpoke  next  in  fupport  of  the  motion  to  the  fbl* 
lowing  eScHt  :-^My  Lords,  Though  I  heard  the  noble  Lord  with  lb 
much  pleafure,  that  I  could  not  but  wifli  he  had  been  able  to  deliver 
Itts  ieutiments  more  fully  upon  this  important  afiair  ;  yet  I  think  the 
inotion  fo  reafonable  and  juft,  that  though  he  might  have  fet  it  yet 
ipprc  beyond  the  danger  ot  oppofition9  though  he  might  have  pro^ 
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duccd  many  arguments  in  defence  of  it,  which  perhaps  will  not  occur 
to  any  other  Lords  j  yet  I  fliall  be  able  to  juftify  it  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  may  fecure  the  approbation  of  the  unprejudiced  and  difinterefted ; 
and  therefore  I  rife  up  to  fecond  it  with  that  confidence.  Which  always 
arifes  from  a  confcioufncfs  of  honeft  intentions,  and  of  an  impartial 
enquiry  after  truth* 

The  meafures,  my  Lords,  which  have  given  occafion  to  this  m»^ 
tion,  have  been  for  fome  time  the  fubjed  of  my  refieAions  ;  I  have 
endeavoured  to  exalnixie  diem  in  their  full  extent,  to  recoiled  the 
previous  occurrences  by  which  the  miniftry  might  have  been  in- 
fluenced to  engage  in  them,  and  todiibover  the  certain  and  the  proba* 
ble  consequences  which  they  may  either  immediately,  or  more  re- 
motely produce  ;  I  have  laboured  to  colled  from  thofc  who  are  fup- 
pofed  to  be  moft  acquainted  with  die  fiate  of  Europe,  and  the  fcheme 
of  Brinfli  policy  which  is  at  prefent  purfued,  the  arguments  which 
can  be  offered  in  favour  of  thefe  new  engagementsr ;  and  have  com* 
pared  diem  with  the  condud  of  former  ages  upon  th^  like  occafions  ; 
butthe  refult  of  all  my  (earches  into  hiftory,  all  my  converfation  with 
politicians  of  every  party,  and  all  my  private  meditanons,  has  been 
only,  that  I  am  every  hour  confirmed  by  fome  new  evidence  in  tha 
opinion  which  I  had  firft.  formed ;  and  now  imagined  myfelf  to  know 
what  I  at  firft  believed,  that  we  are  entangled  in  a  labyrinth  of  which 
no  end  is  to  be  feen,  and  in  which  no  certain  path  has  yet  been  dif^ 
covered ;  that  we  ate  purfaing  fchemes  which  are  in  no  degree  necef-* 
fary  to  the  profperity  of  our  country,  by  means  which  are  apparently 
contrary  to  law,  to  poKcy,  and  to  juftice;  and  that  we  are  involveit 
in  a  foreign  quarrel  only  to  wafte  that  blood,  and  exbauft  that  trea- 
fufe,  which  might  be  employed  in  recovering  the  rights  of  commetce^ 
and  regaining  the  dominion  of  the  fea. 

To  profecute  the  war  againft  Spain  with  that  vigour  which  intereft 
and  refentment  might  be  escpeded  to  produce,  to  repreft  that  info- 
lence  by  which  our  navigation  has  been  confined,  and  to  puntfb  tkat 
rapacity  by  which  our  merchants  have  been  plundered,  mi  that 
cruelty  by  which  our  ieUow-fubje£b  have  been  enflaved,  tortured  and 
murdered,  had  been  an  attempt  in  which  every  honeft  man  would 
leadily  have  ccsicurred,  and  to  which  all  thofe  who  had  ienfe  to 
difcern  dieir  own  intereft,  or  virtue  to  promote  the  public  happinefs, 
would  cheerfully  have  contibuted,  however  loaded  with  uxes,  op* 
fttSkd  with  a  ftaoding  army,  and  plum|pnni  by  the  vultures  of  a 
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court:  nor  is  the  ancient  fpirit  of  the  Britifii  nation  fojnuch  dc- 
prefled,  but  that  when  Spain  had  been  fubdued,  when  our  rights  had 
been  publicly  acknowledged,  our.  lofles  repaired,  and  our  colonies 
fecured ;  when  our  ibips  had  again  failed  in  fecurity,  and  our  flag 
awed  the  ocean  of  America,  wo  might  then  have  extended  our  views 
to  foreign  countries,  might  have  affumed  once  more  the  guardianflijp 
of  the  liberties  of  Europe,  have  given  law  to  the  powers  of  the 
continent,  and  fuperintend  the  happinefs  of  mankind.  But  in  the 
prefent  fituation  of  our  affairs,  when  we  have  made  war  for  years 
without  advantage,  while  our  moft  important  rights  are^.^et  fubjeft 
to  the  chance  of  battle,  why  we  (hould  engage  in  the-tfcfence  of 
other  princes  more  than  6ur  ftipulations  require,  I  am  noC^able  to 
difcover ;  nor  can  I  conceive  what  motive  can  incite  us,  after ^ving 
fufFered  fo  much  from  a  weak  enemy  to  irritate  a  ftronger.  •=  • 

To  the  meafures  which  are  now  purfued,  were  there  no  other  ar* 
guments  to  be  alledged  againft  them,  ]  fhould  think  it,  my  Lords,  a 
sufficient  objeSion  that  they  are  unneceflary,  and  that  this  is  not  a 
time  for  political  experiments,  or  for  wanton  expences.  I  ihouM 
think,  that  the  prefent  diftrefles  of  the  public  ought  to  reftrain  your 
Lordfhips  from  approving  any  fteps  by  which  our  burthens  may.  be 
made  more  heavy,  burtheins  under  which  we  are  already  finking,  and 
which  a  peace  of  more  than  twenty  years  has  not  contributed  to 
lighten* 

•  But  that  they  are  uniieceflfary,  my  Lords,  is  the  weakeft  allegatiOR 
that  can  be  offered  ;  for  they  are  fuch  as  tend  not  only  to  obftrud  the 
advancement  of  more  advantageous  defigns,  but  to  bring  upon  us  the 
heavieft  calamities  ;  they  will  not  only  hinder  us  from  increafing  our 
ilfength,  but  will  fmk  us  to  the  greateft  degree  of  weaknefs ;  they 
will  not  only  impoverilh  us  for.  the  prefent,  which  may  be  fometimes 
fbe  efied  of  ufeful  and  beneiiciai  defigns,  but  may  deprefs  us  below 
^  ppffibility  of  riecbvpry,  and  reduce  iis  to  receive  laws  from  fome 
loreil^  power. 

Thia  is,  indeed,  a  dreadful  profped  ^  but  what  other  can  arife  to 
US  from  a  wlr  with  France,  with  the  moft  wealthy  empire  of  the 
tiniverf^,  of  which  we  were  fufficiently  (hewn  the  ftrength  in  the  late 
war,  by  the  refiftance  which  ail  the  furrrounding  nations  foynd  it 
^ble  to  make  againft  their  united  efforts,  and  which  the  debts  that 
ihey  then  contradied,  and  the  towns  that  were  then  deftroyed,  will 
|}Qt  e^fily  filler  them  to  ferret.    Of  this  cQipire,  my  Lords,  thus 
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powerful,  ijlitts  ibrmklable,  neither  the  dommions  are  contradled, 
nor  the  trade  impaired,  nor  the  inhabitants  diminiihed.  The  French 
armies  are  no  lefs  numerous  than  under  their  late  mighty  monarchy 
their  territories  are  increafed  by  new  acquifitions,  their 'trade  has  long 
been  promoted  by  the  de(lru6lion  of  ours,  and  their  wealth  has  beea 
hj  confequence  increafed.  They  have  not,  my  Lords,  like  this  wh» 
happy  nation,  been  exhaufted  by  temporary  expedients  and  ufelefi^ 
armaments  $  they  have  not  harailed  their  merchants  to  aggrandife 
the  Court,  nor  thrown  away  the  opportunities  which  this  interval  of 
quiet  has  afforded  them,  in.  the  ftruggles  of  faftion;  they  have  not 
been  multiplying  officers  to  betray  the  people,  and  taxing  the  peopk 
to  fupport  their  oppreflbrs ;  but  have  with  equal  policy,  diligence, 
and  fuccefs,  recovered  the  lofles  which  they  then  fuftained,  and 
enable4  themielves  to  make  another  ftand  againft  a  general  con* 
federacy, 

Againft  this  empire,  my  Lords,  are  we  now  to  be  engaged  in  a 
war,  without  trade,  and  without  money,  loaded  with  debts,  and  ha-» 
raffed  with  cxadions ;  for  what  confequences  can  be  expeded  from 
fending  our  troops  into  the  frontier-towns,  but  that  the  French  will 
charge  us  with  beginning  hofiilities,  and  declare  war  againft  us,  or 
attack  us  without  a  declaration  i  and  that  we  (ball  be  obliged  to  ftan4 
alone  againft  the  whole  power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  while  all 
our  ancient  allies  ftand  ata  diftance  fpiritlels  and  intimidated,  or  per* 
^ps  fecretly  incite  pur  enemies  againft  us,  in  hopes  of  fliaring  our 
pim^der,  or  of  rifing  on  our  ruin* 

t  I  know  it  has  been  alledged,  and  alledged  with  fuch  a  degree  of 
£oniiderice,  as  it  is  reafonabl^  to  hope  nothing  could  produce  but  a 
coDcioufnefs  of  truth,  that  the  Dutch  have  already  confented  to  affift 
US;  nor  is  it.  without  regret,  that  I  find  myfelf  obliged  to  declare, 
that  this  aflertion  is  nothing  more  than  one  of  thofe  tranfient  villons 
wi^  which  it  ha$  been  for  a  long  time  the  cuftom  of  Britifli  minifters 
to  delude  the  people,  to  pacify  their  clamours,  and  lull  them  19 
Security ;  one  of  thofe  artifices  from  which  nothing  more  is  txpcStci 
than  that  it  (ball  operate  upon  the  nation,  till  the  circumftances  ol 
our  affairs  furni(h  out  another,  which  is  likewife,  in  a  (hort  time  to 
be  exploded  only  to  make  way  for  new  faUboods  io  a  perpctu4 
fiicceffion. 

Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  art  of  government  difcovered  by  the  won<r 
dctful  fagacity  of  modern  ftatefioeo  i  who  have  found  out,  that  .it  If 
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eafier  to  paTHate  than  to  cure ;  and  that  the  people  may  be  'quieted 
If  political  feporifics,  while  drfeafes  are  preying  upon  them,  while 
their  Arength  decays,  and  their  vitals  are  confumed. 

That  theie  falffaoods  prcYail  upon  mankind,  «nd  that  after  the  dif- 
Mvery  of,  one  cheat,  another  equally  grofs  is  patiently  borne,  cannot 
hnt  raiie  the  wonder  <^  a  man  who  views  the  wwld  at  a  dtftanccy 
and  who  has  not  opportunities  of  enquiring  into  the  various  motives 
of  adion  or  bdief.  Such  an  one  would  be  inclined  to  dbink  us  a 
nation  of  fools, .  that  muft  be  ftilled  with  rattles,  or  amufed  with 
krabies;  and  would  readily  conclude,  that  our  minifters  were 
oUrged  to  pra<SUfe  fuch  fallacies,  becaufe  they  could  not  prevail  npoi 
OS  by  motives  adapted  to  reafonable  beings. 

But  if  we  refle£t,  my  Lords,  upon  the  diiFerent  principles  upM 
which  reports  like  thefe  are  propagated  and  oppofed,  it  will  eafily  be 
difcovered  that  their  fuccefs  is  not  to  be  imputed  either  to  foperier 
art  on  one  fide,  or  uncommon  weaknefs  on  the  other.  It  is  wcR 
known  that  they  are  promoted  by  men  hired  for  that  purpofe  widi 
large  falaries,  or  beneficial  employments,  and  that  they  can  be 
oppofcd  only  from  a  defire  of  deteding  falfliood,  and  advancing  die 
public  happinei^ :  it  is  apparent  that  th6fe  who  invent,  thofe  who 
circulate,  and  perhaps  part  of  thofe  who  counterfeit  belief  of  them, 
srre  incited  by  the  prorpe(^  of  private  advantage,  and  immediate 
|>rofit ;  and  that  thofe  who  ftop  them  in  their  career  by  contradidion 
and  objedions,  can  propofe  no  odier  benefit  to  themfdves,  than  that 
which  they  fhall  receive  in  common  with  every  other  member  of  die 
Community;  and  therefore  whoever  has  fufficiently  obferved- man- 
kind, to  difcover  the  reafon  for  which  fclf-intereft  has  in  almoft  aU 
ages  prevailed  over  public  fpirit,  will  be  able  to  fee  why  repom  like 
tiiefe  are  not  always  fupprefied  By  feafonable  detedions. 
'  A  miniibr  ought  not  to  flatter  himielf  that  he  has  always  deceived 
^ofe  who  appear  to  credit  his  reprefentations ;  their  filence  is  not  h 
often  the  effctft  of  credulity,  as  of  cowardice  or  indolence.  Many 
are  overborne  by-  the  pomp  of  great  offices,  and  odiers  who  diftin- 
guift  more  clearly,  and  judge  with  greater  fteedom,  are  contented 
to  enjoy  their  own  refledions)  without  reproving  thofe  whom  they 
lieipair  to  referof • 

This  report  of  the,  engagement  of  the  Dutch  in  our  meafuresr 
fiiall  however  furniih  our  miniflera  with  no  opportunity  of  booiiing 

i^eir  Addreb,  nor  0iaB  it  fti&i  aoy  longer  without  contijuli&ioni 
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for  I  fliaQ  without  .'any  fcniple  affirm  ia  the  prefence  of  this  auguft 
Aflembly,  that  the  Dutch  have  hitherto  appeared  abfelutcly  neu*^ 
tral ;  that  they  have  not  ihe  wn  any  approbation  of  our  meafures,  Bor 
any  Inclination  to  affift  us  in  them.  I  know,  my  Lords,  how  di& 
agreeable  this  aflertion  may  be  to  thofe,  whofe  intereft  it  is  that  man« 
kind  (hould  believe  them  of  no  lefi  importance  in  the  eyes  of  foreign 
powers  than  in  their  own,  and  fhould  imaging  that  this  remoteft 
nations  of  the  world  are  influenced  by  their  motions,  and  directed 
ky  their  couniels ;  but  however  they  may  refent  this  declaration,  I 
defy  them  to  confute  it,  and  now  call  upon  them  to  (hew  that  the 
Dutch  have  engaged  in  any  meafure  for  the  fupport  of  the  Queen  of 
Hungary. 

The  late  augmentation  of  twenty  thoufand  men,  which  may  pof- 
fiUy  be  mentioned  as  a  proof  of  their  intentio^n,  fliews  nothing  but 
Aat  \hey  purfue  their  own  intereft  with  their  ufuat  prudence  and 
ittention,  and  with  fuch  as  it  is  to  be  wiflied  that  our  minifters 
would  condeicend  to  learn  from  them  ;  and  that  they  are  too  wife  td 
feffer  the  towns  from  which  the  Auftrians  have,  by  our  perfoaiions, 
withdrawn  their  troops  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  French.  They 
Ifftve  therefore  fubftituted  new  garrifons,  but  feem  to  have  no  regard 
to  the  intereft  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  nor  any  other  view  than 
that  of  providing  for  their  own  fccurity,  waiting  the  event  of  the 
war,  and  laying  hold  of  any  advantage  that  may  accidentally  be  of- 
fered them. 

It  may  be  urged  ferther  by  thofe  who  are  deftrons  to  deceive 
others,  or  willing  to  be  deceived  themfdves,  that  the  province*  of 
Hdland  has  paflcd  a  vote  for  affifting  the  Queen  of  Hungary  with 
twenty  thoufand  men ;  but  if  it  be  remembered,  my  Lords,  that  this 
tnuft  be  the  general  aft  of  the  United  States,  and  that  every  provinco 
^  its  own  particular  views  to  gratify,  and  its  own  intereft  to  re-, 
concile  with  the  general  good,  it  may  be  very  realbnaUy  ftifpcfled^. 
that  this  affiftance  is  yet  rather  the  objed  of  hope  than  expeAation  ^ 
itmayjuftly  be  feared,  that  before  fo  many  various  difpofitions  will 
^tc,  and  fuch  difierent  fchemes  will  be  made  confiflent,  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria  may  be  examined,  that  our  forces  may  be  deftroycd,  and 
Germany  cnflavcd  by  the  French.  Then,  my  Lords,  what  will 
remain,  but  that  we  (hali  corfe  that  folly  that  involved  US  in  diftant 
quarrels,  and  that  temerity  which  fent  us  out  to  oppoib  a  power 
wKch  wc  could  not  withftand  i  and  which  incited  us  to  wafte  that 
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Creafure  in  foreign  rountries^  which  we  may  quic'fly  want  for  the 
defence  of  our  own  ? 

It  muft  be  indeed  codfefled,  that  if  an  eftimate  is  to  be  made  of 
<nir  condition^  from  the  condu£l  of  our  minifters,  the  fear  of  ex- 
baufiing  our  treafure  muft  be  merely  panic,  and  the  precepts  of  fru- 
gality which  other  States  have  grown  great  by  obierving,  are  to  be 
abfolutely  unnecefiary.  It  may  reafonabiy  be  imagined  that  we  have 
fome  fecret  mine,  or  hidden  repofltory  of  gold,  .which  no  degree  of 
extravagance  can  drain,  and  which  may  for  ever  fupply  the  moft 
lavish  expences  n^ithout  diminution. 

For  upon  what  other  fuppoiition,  my  Lords,  can  any  nuin  attempt 
a  defence  of  the  contraS,  by  which  we  have  obtained  for  one  cam- 
paign the  fervice  of  the  droops  of  Hanover  ?  What  but  the  confi- 
dence of  funds  that  can  never  be  deficient,  could  influence  them  to 
conclude  aftipulation,  by  which, levy-money  is  to  be  paid  for  troops 
of  which  not  a  fingle  regiment  was  raifed  for  our  fervice,  or  on  the 
prefent  occailon ;  which  were  eftabliihed  for  the  fecurity  of  tbs 
Ele&orate  of  Hanover,  and  would  have  been  maintained,  though  we 
bad  not  engaged  in  the  affairs  of  the  continent. 

What  were  the  reafons  which  induced  our  miniftry  to  employ  the 
forces  of  Hanover,  it  is,  perhaps,  not  necel&ry  to  enquire.  The 
only  motive  that  ought  to  have  influenced  them,  was  the  profpeA  of 
obtaining  them  upon  cheap  terms ;  for,  my  Lords,  if  the  troops  of 
Hanover  cannot  be  obtained,  but  at  the  fame  expence  with  thofe  of 
Britain,  I  am  not  able  to  difcover,  why 'they  (hould  be  preferred. 
I  bliye  never  heard,  my  Lords,  any  uncommon  inftances  of  Haiio- 
i^rian  courage,  that  (hould  incline  us  to  truft  the  caufe  of  £urope 
rather  to  that  nation  than  to  our  own ;  and  am  inclined  to  belierei 
that  Britain  is  able  to  produce  men  equal  in  all  military  virtues  to 
any  native  of  that  happy  country ;  a  country  which,  though  it  was 
thought  worthy  to  be  fecured  by  a  neutrality,  when  all  the  neigb* 
bouring  provinces  were  ^pofed  to  the  ravages  of  war,  I  have  never 
beard  celebrated  for  any  peculiar  excellencies  ;  and  of  which  I  can- 
not but  obfervc,  that  it  was  indebted  for  its  fecurity  rather  to  ^ 
precaution  of  its  prince,  than  the  bravery  of  its  inhabitants. 

This  demand  of  levy-money  (hpcks  every  Briton  yet  moreftrongW) 
on  confidering  by  whom  it  is  required  j  required  by  that  family 
whom  we  have  raifed  from  a  petty  dominion,  for  which  homage  was 

paid  to  a  fiiperior  powers  and  which  was,  perhaps,  only  fufiered  to. 
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letadn  the  ap|kearance  of  a  fepaurate  fovereignty,  becaufe  k  was  not 
worth  the  labour  and  expence  of  an  invadon ;  becaufe  it  woiild 
neither  increafe  riches  nor  titles^  nor  gratify  either  ararice  or  arnbi^ 
tion ;  by  a  family  whom  from  want  and  weakneb  we  have  exalted 
to  a  Throne,  from  whence,  with  virtue  equal  to  their  power,  they 
may  iflue  their  mandates  to  the  remoteft  parts  of  the  earth,  may 
prefcribe  the  courfe  of  war  in  diftant  empires,  and  didate  terms  of 
peace  to  half  the  Monarchs  of  the  globe« 

I  ibould  imagine,  my  Lords,  that  when  a  King  of  the  Houfe  of 
Hanover  furveys  his  natives,  reviews  his  troops,  or  examines  his 
revenue,  beholds  the  fplendor  of  his  court,  or  contemplates  the  ex« 
tent  of  his  dominions,  he  cannot  but  fometimes,  however  unwiU 
lingly,  compare  his  prefeht  ftate  with  that  of  his  anceftors ;  and  that 
when  he  gives  audience  to  the  ambafladors  of  princes,  who,  per* 
h^fij  never  heard  of  Hanover,  and  direfis  the  payment  df  fitms,  by 
the  fmalleft  of  which  all  his  ancient  inheritance  would  be  dearly 
purcbafed ;  and  refleds,  as  furely  he  fometimes  will,  that  all  thefe* 
honours  and  riches,  this  reverence  from  foreign  powers,  and  hit 
dotncfiic  fplendor,  are  the  gratuitous  and  voluntary  gifts  of  the 
mighty  people  of  Britain,  he  Ihould  find  his  heart  overflowing  withi 
unlimited  gratitude,  and  ihould  be  ready  to  facrifice  to  the  happt- 
ne(s  of  his  benefadors,  not  only  every  petty  intereft,  or  accidental 
inclination,  but  even  his  repofe,  his  fafety,  or  his  life ;  that  he  ihould 
be  ready  to  eafe  them  of  every  burthen  before  they  complained,  and 
to  aid  them  with  ail  his  power  before  they  requefted  his  affiftance ; 
that  he  (hould  confider  his  little  territories  as  only  a  contemptible 
province  to  his  Britiih  empire,  a  kind  of  nurfery  for  troops  to  be 
•toployed  without  haraffing  his  more  valuable  fubjeSs. 

It  might  be  at  leaft  hoped,  my  Lords,  that  the  princes  of  the 
Houfe  of  Hanover  might  have  the  fame  regard  to  this  nation  as  to 
Kings  from  whom  they  never  received  any  benefit,  and  whom  they 
ought  in  reality  always  to  have  confidered  as  enemies,  yet  even  from 
(Hch  levy-money  was  not  always  required ;  or  if  required,  was  not 
always  received. 

There  was  once  a  time,  my  Lords,  before  any  of  this  race  wore 
the  Crown  of  Britain ;  when  the  .great  French  Monarch,  Lewis 
^V.  being  under  a  neceffity  of  hiring  auxiliary,  troops,  applied  to 
the  Duke  of  Hanover,  as  a  prince  whofe  neceffities  would  naturally 
incline  him  to  fet  the  lives  of  bis  fubje^  at  a  cheap  rate.  The 

Duke, 
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Dttke,  pleafed  wiA  an  oppportunity  of  trafficking  with  (o  wealtky  i 
Monarch,  readily  promifed  afupply  of  troops;  and^tfianded  lev]^ 
auMiey  to  be  paid  him,  that  he  might  be* enabled  to  raife  Atm.  Btit 
Hanoverian  reputation  was  not  then  raifed  fo  high,  as  that  the 
French  King  ihould  truft  him  with  his  money.  Lewis  fufpcAed, 
snd  made  no  feniple  of  declaring  his  fufpicion,  that  the  demand  of 
levy*money  was  only  a  prejtence  to  obtain  a  fum  which  would  never 
afterwards  be  repaid,  and  for  which  no  troops  would  be  obtained; 
and  therefore  with  his  ufual  pruifence  infifted,  that  the  troops  fiiould 
firft  march,  and  then  be  paid.  Thus  for  fome  time  die  treaty  was 
at  a  ftand :  but  die  King  being  equally  in  warit  of  men,  as  die 
Dvke  of  money,  and  perceiving,  perhaps,  that  it  was  really  imprac- 
ticable for  fo  indigent  a  prince  to  raife  troops  without  fome  peca- 
Biary  affiftance,  offered  him  at  length  a  fmall  fiim,  which  was  giadlf 
accepted,  though  much  below  the  original  demand.  The  tnidps 
were  engaged  in  the  (ervice  of  France;  and  the  Duke  of  Hanover 
diought  htmfelf  happy  in  being  able  to,  amufe  himfelf  at  his  leiTure 
with  the  rattle  of  money. 

Such,  my  Lords,  were  the  conditions  On  which  the  troops  of 
Hanover  were  fumiihed  in  former  times;  i^nA  furely  vAat  couM 
then  be  produced  by  the  love  of  money,  or  the  awe  of  a  fuperior 
power,   might   now  be  expeSed  as  the  effed   of  gradtude  and 


But  not  to  dwell  any  longer,  my  Lords,  upon  particular  circun* 
fiances  of  meafures,  of  whic^h  the  whole  fcheme  is  contrary  to  the 
apparent  intereft  of  this  empire,  I  fliall  not  enquire  farther,  wbj 
auxiliaries  are  employed  on  this  occafion  rather  than  Britons,  ralktf 
than  thofe  whofe  bravery  is  celebrated  to  the  moft  diftant  comen  of 
file  eardi  f  why,'  if  mercenaries  are  aecefiary,  thofe  of  Hanover  are 
preferred  to  others :  or  why,  if  they  are,  indeed,  preferaUe,  they  aie 
now  to  be  hired  at  an  higher  rate  than  at  any  former  time  ?  It  appeal 
to  me  of  far  more  importance  to  undermine  the  foundation,  tban  to 
batter  the  fupcrftrufturc  of  our  prcfcnt  fyftcm  of  politics ;  and  of 
X  greater^ufe  to  enquire,  why  we  have  engaged  in  a  war  on  the  conti- 
nent,  than  why  we  carry  it  on  with  ridiculous  profufion. 

It  appears  to  me,  my  Lords,  that  there  are  many  reafons  wh'K*! 
with  the  fame  circumftances,  would  have  withheld  any  nation  bot 
dlis  from  Aich  a  dangerous  interpofitron.  The  Dutch  we  be,  are 
tontent  to  look  on  without  a^on,  though  thef  are  more  intereffed 
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in  the  event,  and  lefs  embarmfled  on  any  other  fide.  We  arc  alceadjr 
engaged  in,  a  war,  of  which  no  man  can  forefee  the  condufion.^  but 
which  cannot  be  ended  unfacce^fully,  without  the  utmbft  dafiger  to 
our  moft  important  interefts ;  anwd  which  yet  has  hitherto  produced 
only  lofles  and  difgrace,  has  impoveriibed  our  merchants,  and  intt- 
midated  our  foldiers.  Whether  tbefe  lojT^s  are  the  efied:8  of  weak* 
ids  or  treachery,  is  a  queflion  which  I  am  not  ambitious  of  endea* 
vouring  to  decide,  and  of  which  the  'decifion  is,  indeed,  by  no 
means  necefiary  in  the  prefent  debate  i  fmce  if  we  are  too  weak  to 
ftruggle  with  Spain,  unaffifted  as  ihe  is,  and  embarrafled  with  dif^ 
ferent  views,  I  need  not  fay  what  will  be  our  condition,  when  iba 
whole  Houfe  of  Bourbon  (hall  be  combined  againft  us  i  when  tbaC 
nation  which  flood  alone  for  fo  many  years  againft  the  united  efibita 
of  Europe,  {hall  attack  us  exhaufled  with  taxes,  enervated  with  cor* 
ruption,  and  difunited  from  all  allies.  Whether  the  troops  of  Hanover 
will  affift  us  at  that  time,  I  cannot  determine.  Perhaps  in  the  de« 
flrudion  of  the  Britifb  dominions,  it  may  be  thought  expedient  to 
fecure  a  more  valuable  and  important  country  by  a  timely  neutr*- 
lity;  but  if  we  have  any  auxiliaries  from  thence,  we  muft  then  oo^ 
ccflarily  obtain  them  upon  cheaper  terms. 

If  our  inaSivity  in  the  European  feas,  and  our  ill  fucc^fs  in  tboib 
of  America  be,  as  ir  is  generally  fufpe<Sled,  the  confequence  jot  per* 
fidi^us  couniels,  and  private  machinations ;  if  our  fleets  are  fent  put 
with  orders  to  make  no  attempt  againft  our  enemies,  or  our  admi- 
rals commanded  to  retreat  before  them ;  furely  no  higher  degree  of 
mtdnefs  can  be  imagined,  than  that  of  provoking  new  enemies 
before  we  have  experienced  a  change  of  counfels,  and  found  reafea 
to  place  in  our  minifters  and  fiatefmen  that  confidence  which  war- 
abfomtely  requires. 

This  is  the  conduct,  my  Lords,  whi<:h  I  (hould  think  moft  ra^ 
tional,  even,  though  we  were  attacked  in  fome  of  our  real  rights, 
snd  though  the  quarrel  aboutwhich  we  were  debating  was  our  own  ^ 
I  Ihould  think  the  neareft  danger  the  greateft,  and  fhould  advafe 
patience  under  foreign  infults,  till  we  had  redrefled  our  domeftic 
grievances ;  till  we  had  driven  treachery  from  the  Court,  and  cor* 
rupiion  firom  the  Senate.  But  much  more  proper  do  I  think  this 
condud^  when  we  are«  invited  only  to  engage  in  difiant  war,  in  a 
diipote  about  the  dominion  of  princes,  in  the  bowels  of  the  conti-^ 
sent }  of  piineea  of  whom  it  is  not  certain,  that  we  fball  receive 
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cither  advantage  or  iecurity  from  their  greatnefs^  or  that  we  fhonU 
fuSkr  any  lofs  or  injury  by  their  &1I. 

But,  my  Lords,  I  know  it  will  be  anfwered,  that  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  has  a  right  by  treaty  to  our  affiftance ;  and  that  in  becom- 
ing guarantees  of  the  Pragmatic  San£Uon,  we  engaged  to  fupport 
her  in  the  dominions  of  her  anceftors.     This,  my  Lords,  is  an  an- 
fwer  of  which  I  do  not  deny  the  juftnefs,  and  of  which  I  will  not  attempt 
to  invdidate  the  ftrength.    I  allow  that  fuch  a  ftipulation  was  made, 
and  that  treaties  ought  to  be  obferved^,  at  whatever  hazard,  with  un- 
violated  faith.     It  has  been  indeed  objeded,  that  many  nations  en- 
gaged with  us  in  the  fame  treaty,  whom  intereft  or  cowardice  have 
inclined  to  negled  it ;  and  that  we  ought  not  to  become  the  (landing 
garrifon  of  Europe,  or  to  defend  alonp  thofe  territories,  to  the  pre- 
iervation  of  which  fo  many  States  are  obliged  to  contribute  equally 
ilrith  ourfelves.     But  this,  my  Lords,  appears  to  me  an  argument 
cf  which  the  ill  confequcnces  can  never  be  fully  difcovered ;  an  ar^ 
gument  which  difibtves  all  the  obligations  of  contrads,  deftroys  the 
foundation  of  moral  juftice,  and  lays  fociety  open  to  all  the  mifchieft 
of  perfidy,  by  making  the  validity  of  oaths  and  contracts  dependent 
upon  chance,  and  regulating  the  duties  of  one  man  by  the  conduft 
of  another.     I  pretend  not,  my  Lords,  to  long  experience,  and 
therefore  in  difcuf&ng  intricate  queftions,  may  be  eafily  miftaken. 
But  as  in  my  opinion,  my  Lordi,  morility  is  feldom  difficult,  but 
when  it  is  clouded  with  ah  intention  to  deceive  others  or  ourfelves, 
I  ihall  venture  to  declare  with  more  confidence,  that  in  proportion 
as  one  man  negleds  his  duty,  another  is  more  ftridly  obliged  to 
pradiie  his  own,  that  his  example  may  not  help  forward  the  general 
corruption,  and  that  thofe  who  are  injured  by  the  perfidy  of  others, 
may  from  his  (incerity  have  a  profpcft  of  relief. 

- 1  believe  all  politics  that  are  not  founded  on  morality  will  be 
found  fallacious  and  deftrudive,  if  not  immediately,  to  thofe  who 
pradife  them ;  yet  confequentially  by  their  general  tendency  to 
difturb  fociety,  and  weaken  thofe  obligations  which  maintain  the 
order  of  the  world*  I  (hall  therefore  allow,  that  what  jnftice  re* 
quired  from  a  private  man,  becomes,  in  parallel  circumftances,  the' 
duty  of  a  nation ;  and  (hall,  therefore,  never  advife  the  violation  of 
a  fotemn  treaty.  The  ftipulations  in  which  we  engaged,  when 
we  became  guarantees  of  the  Pragmatic  SanSion,  are  doubtlefe  to 
be  obierved;  and  it  is,  therefore,  one  of  the  ftrmitgeft  pbjedions 
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agpuift  the  mirafuras  which  we  are  now  purfging*  that  wt  (bail  ha 
peiAdums  9t  a  greater  expeace  than  fidelii:/  would  h^ve  required, 
and  fliail  eadiaufi  the  treafiare  of  the  nation  without  affifting  the  Qyeen 
of  JHuiigary. 

To  explaiii  this  afiection^  niy  Lords,  it  is  neceilarjr  to  take  a  view 
of  the  conftitution  of  the  German  body^  which  confifts  of  a  great 
number  of  ieparate  governments  independent  on  each  other,  but 
fidbjeft  in  bme  dbgree  to  the  Emperor  as  the  general  head.  The 
fiibjcAsof  iea«h  Aate  are  governed  by  their  prince,  and  owe  no  alle- 
giantfe  to  af^  other  fpveceign ;  but  the  prince  performs  hooiage  tp 
Ike  Emperor,  4uidl»ving  thereby  apknowledged  himfelf  bis  feudatory, 
or  dependent,  may  be  puniibed  for  rebellion  aggind  him.  The  title 
•f  the  Emperor,  and  confequentLy  his  claim  to  this  allegiance,  aad 
Ihe  right  of  iftting  the  Ban  againft  thole  who  fliall  refute  it,  is  con- 
firmed by  tnany  ibiemti  acknowledgments  of  th^  Piet,  and  among^ 
ed&ers  by  tho^rant  of  a  pecuniary  aid ;  this  the  preiept  pmperor  has 
indifputably  received,  an  aid  having  been  already  granted  him  in  tbe 
Diet,  of  a  fiibfidy  for  eighteen  months;  and  therefore  none  of  the 
troops  of  Germany  can  now  be  employed  againft  him*  without  fub- 
je^ng  the  prince  to  whom  they  belong  to  the  ceitfure  of  the  Ban, 
a  kind  of  civil  excommunication. 

To  what  purpok  then,  my  Lords,  are  we  to  hire,  at  a  rate  never 
paid,  or  perhaps  demanded  before,  troops  which  capnot  ferve  us 
widiout  futa^cBing  their  prince  to  the  charge  of  rebellion  i  Or  hovv 
frail  we  affift  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  by  collecting  forces  which  6^re 
not  aft  again^  the  only  eneipy  which  fhe  has  now  to  fear  ?  Or  in 
ivhat  new  ^tiffici^lties  (ball  we  be  engaged,  (hould  the  ineftimable  do- 
minions of  Hanover  be  fubje&ed  to  the  imperial  interdidion* 

Thefe,  my  Lords,  are  queftions  to  which,  I  hope,  we  fliall  hear 
a  more  fiuaefaCbary  anfwer  than  I  am  able  to  conceive  j  fpr,  indeed, 
I  do  not  fee  what  remains,  but  to  confefs,  that  thefe  troops  are  hired 
only  for  a  military  &ow,  to  amufe  this  nation  with  a  falfe  appearance 
of  seal  (or  the  prefer vation  of  Europe,  and  to  iocireaie  the  treafures 
cf  Hanover  at  the  expence  of  Britain. 

Thefe  are  defigns,  my  Lords,  which  no  man  will  avow,  and  yet 
Acfe  are  llie  only  defigi^s  which  I  can  yet  difcover ',  and  therefore  I 
frail  oppofe  all  die  meafures  that  tend  to  their  eacecution.  If  the  beat 
of  iodignaijon,  or  ifae  alperity  of  fefentment,  or  the  wantonnels  of 
^OHteaqpty  ham  boUaycd  m«  into  any  expr^ffions  unworthy  of  the 
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•dignity  of  this  Houfe,  I  hope  they  will  be  forgiven  by  yottrLonUhipi; 
for  any  other  degree  of.  freedom  I  (ball  make  no  apology,  having,  ai 
a  peer,  a  right  to  deliver  my  opini0n,  and  as  a  Briton,  to  aflert  the 
independence  of  my  native  country,  when  I  fee,  or  imagine  mjtcii 
to  fee,  that  it  is  ignominioufly  and  illegally  fuhje£ted  to  the  promotion 
of  the  petty  intereft  of  the  province  of  Hanover. 

Lord  Carteret  then  rofe  and  made  anfwer  to  the  foUowing 
eficd  : — My  Lords,  As  I  doubt  not  but  I  (hall  be  able  to  ju&ify  the 
meafures  which  are  now  purfued,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may  entitle 
them  to  the  approbation  of  your  Lordfhips,  I  propo(ed  to  hear  all  the 
objedions  that  (hould  be  made,  before  I  attempted  a  vindicatioo, 
that  the  debate  might  be  (hortened,  and  that  the  arguments  on  both 
fides  might  be  confidered  as  placed  in  the  full  ftrength  ot  oppo(itioii; 
and  that  it  might  be  difcerned  how  obje^Hons,  however  fpecious  ifi 
themfelves,  would  vani(h  before  the  light  of  reafon  and  truth. 

But  the  noble  Lord  has  made  it  necefiary  for  me  to  alter  my  de(igi|, 
by  a  fpeech  which  I  will  not  applaud,  becaufe  it  has,  in  my  opinioo, 
an  ill  tendency ;  nor  cenfure,  becaufe  it  wanted  neither  the  fplendor 
of  eloquence,  nor  the  arts  of  realbning  ^  and  had  no  other  defe«2 
than  that  M^hich  muft  always  be  produced  by  a  bad  caufe,  fallacy  in 
the  arguments,  and  errors  in  the  ailertions. 

This  fpeech  I  am  obliged  to  aiffwer,  iiecaii(e  his  Lor4(hip  has  been 
pleafed  to  call  out  for  any  Lord  who  will  afTert,  that  the  Dutch  have 
agreed  to  concur  with  us  in  aflifting  the  Queen  of  Hungary.  Tfa^t 
all  the  provinces  of  that  republic  have  agreed  to  a(fift  us,  is  indeed 
not  true ;  nor  do  I  know,  my  Lords,  by  whom  or  upon  what  au- 
thority it  was  afTertcd  ;  but  the  concurrence  of  the  province  of  Hol- 
land, the  moft  important  of  all,  and  whofe  example  the  reft  feldom 
delay  to  follow,  has  been  obtained,  which  is  fufiicient  to  encourage 
us  to  vigorous  refolutions,  by  which  the  reft  may  be  aniouted  to  ft 
fpeedy  compliance. 

The  concurrence  of  this  province  has  been  already  the  coniiequenoe 
'of  the  meafures  which  have  been  lately  purfued  |  meafures  from  which,, 
though  juft  and  fuccefsful,  the  miniftry  cannot  claim  nauch  applaufe; 
becnufe  all  choice  was  denied,  and  they  were  obliged  either  to  remain 
paflivc  fpe£btors  of  the  ruin  of  Europe,  and,  by  con(equence,  #f 
Britain,  or  -to  do  what  they  have  done* ,  And  furdy,  my  Lords, 
that  neceftity  which  deprives  them  of  all  claim  to  panegyric,  will  be 
likewife  a  fufiicient  fecurity  from  cenfure.  There  is,  indeed^  no  reaibp 
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to  four  G^nTure  from  judges  fo  candid  and  experienced  as  your  Lord- 
(hips,  to  whom  it  may  without  difficulty  be  proved,  that  the  balance 
c^  Europe  has  already  changed  its  polition,  and  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon 
is  now  not  able  to  preponderate  againft  the  other  powers. 

By  entering  into  an  alliance  with  Sardinia,  we  have  taken  from 
the  crown  of  Spain  all  the  weight  of  the  territories  of  Italy,  of 
which  the  Auftrian  forces  are  now  in  pofleflion,  without  fear  or 
danger  of  being  interrupted  ;  while  the  paffes  of  the  ocean  are  ihut 
by  the  fleets  of  Britain,  and  thofe  of  the  mountains  by  the  troops  of 
Sardinia. 

Thofe  unhappy  forces  which  were  tranfported  by  the  Spanif^  fleet, 
ire  not  only  loft  to  their  native  country,  but  expofed  without  pro* 
vifion,  without  ammunition,  without  retreat,  and  without  hope : 
nor  can  any  human  profpe^i  difcover  how  they  can  efcapc  deftru6lion^ 
either  by  the  fatigue  of  marches,'  or  the  want  of  neceflaries,  or  the 
fuperior  force  of  an  army  well  fupplied  and  elated  with  fuccefs. 

This,  my  Lords,  is  an  embarraiTment  from  which  the  Spaniards 
would  gladly  be  freed  at  any  expence,  from  which  they  would  bribe 
us  to  relieve  them,  by  permitting  the  demolition  of  new  fortreiles^ 
or  reftoring  the  army  which  we  loft  at  Carthagena. 

Of  this  alliance  the  Queen  of  Hungary  already  finds  the  advan« 
tage,  as  it  preferves  countries  in  her  pofleffion,  which  if  once  loft, 
it  might  be  impofSble  to  recover  ;  and  fets  her  free  from  the  neceiEty 
of  dividing  her  army  for  the  protection  of  diftant  territories. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  the  Spaniards  are  obftru<£ted  and  diftrufted  $  of 
Aeir  armies,  one  is  condemned  to  wafte  away  at  the  feet  of  impaflTablQ 
mountains,  only  to  hear  of  the  deftrudion  of  their  counCrjrmen  whom 
they  are  endeavouring  to  relieve,  and  the  eftabliibment  of  peace  in 
thefe  regiohs  of  which  they  had  proje£ted  the  conqueft ;  and  the  other, 
yet  more  unfortunate,  has  been  fuccefsfuUy  tranfported,  only  to  fee 
that  fleet  which  permitted  their  paiTage  preclude  their  fupplies,  and 
Uijder  their  retreat. 

Nor  do  we,  my  Lords,  after  having  thus  efficacioufly  oppofbd  one 
of  the  princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  fear  or  ihun  the  refentment 
^ the  other;  we  doubt  not  to  fliew,  that  Britain  is  ftillable  to  retard 
the  arms  of  the  haughty  French,  and  to  drive  them  back  from  the 
jUivafion  of  other  kingdoms  to  the  defence  of  their  own.  The  time 
is  at  hand,  my  Lords,  in  which  it  will  appear,  that  however  the 
poircr  of  France  has  been  exaggerated,  with  whatever  fervijity  her 
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proteSton  has  been  ccmned^  and  widi  whatever  meftnnds  her  bt^ 
knee  has  been  borne,  this  nation  has  not  yet  loft  its  inluened  mt  itt 
ftrength,  that  it  is  ]fet  able  to  fill  the  continent  with  armies,  to  $Soti 
protection  to  its  allies,  and  ftrike  terror  into  thofe  who  have  hitherto 
trampled  under  foot  the  fiaiith  of  treaties  and  rights  o(  Sovereigns, 
and  ranged  over  the  dominions  of  the  neighbouring  prinees>  with  the 
fitciKity  of  lawful  pofleiTors,  and  the  pride  of  conquerors* 

It  has  \>een  obje£led  by  the  nobie  Lord,  that  this  change  is  not  to 
he  expected  from  an  army  compofed  of  auxiliary  troops  from  any  of 
the  provinces  of  the  German  empire,  becaufe  they  cannot  zSt  againft 
the  general  head.  I  caneaiily,  my  Lords,  folve  this' difficulty,  from 
my  long  ac(|uaintance  with  the  conftitution  of  the  empire,  which  I 
underfiood  before  the  noble  Lord,  who  has  entertained  you  with  a 
difcourie  upon  it,  was  in  being ;  but  I  will  not  engrofs  your  tiffl^ 
or  retard  your  determination  by  a  (trper fluous  difquifition,  which  may 
be  now  fafely  omitted  ;  fince  I  am  allowed  by  his.Majefty  tosiiM 
your  Lordihips,  that  the  Heflian  and  Hanoverian  troops  Ihall  be  em- 
ployed in  affifting  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  and  diat  they  have  abeady 
received  orders  to  make  the  preparations  neceilary  for  marching  inta 
the  empire. 

After  this  declaration^  my  Lords,  the  moft  formidable  objeAion 
againft  the  prefent  meafures  will,  I  hope,  be  no  more  heard  in  this 
debate ;  for  it  will  be  by  no  means  proper  for  any  Lord  to  renew  it 
by  enquiring,  whether  his  Majefty's  refolutton  is  not  a  breach  of  ^ 
imperial  conftitution,  or  whether  it  will  not  expofe  his  eledoral  do- 
minions to  danger.  For  it  is  not  our  province  to  judge  of  die  Iswl 
of  other  nations,  to  examine  when  they  are  violated,  or  to  enforce 
the  obfervation  of  them  i  nor  is  it  necefiaxy,  fince  the  incerefts  of 
Britain  and  Hanover  are  irreconcileably  oppofite,  to  endeavour  the 
prefervation  of  dominions-  which  their  own  Sovereign  is  inclined  f$ 
hasiard. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  I  hope  it  appears,  that  the  comfnon  inteieft  ft 
Britain  and  Europe  is  fteadily  purfued}  that  the  Spaniards  feel  the 
effects  of  ft  war  with  Britain  by  their  diftrefs  and  embarraffinent^  tbil 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  difcovers,  that  the  ancient  allies  of  her  htrAf 
have  not  deferted  her  ;  and  that  France,  amidft  her  boaRs  and  het 
projects,  perceives  the  determined  oppofcrs  of  her  gra&deur  fffit 
fetting  her  at  defiance. 
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Tht  Djdbe  of  Bedforp  i^ok«  to  the  following  d&d:«r- Mjr 
Lords,  The  aflurance  whkh  tfae  nobie  Lord  who  fpoke  is^ft  declarer 
liinielf  to  have  Conceived  of  being  able  to  demonftrate  the  propriety 
of  thepcefentsieafures,  muft  (urelyariie  from  fome  intelligence  which 
hu  been  hitherto  fupprefledt  or  fome  knowledge  of  fature  events 
fcciiUar  to  bialelf ;  for  I  cannot  difcover  any  force  in  the  argun)ents 
whidi  be  has  been  plealed  to  ufe,  that  could  produce  in  htm  fuch 
confidence  of  fuccefs,  nor  any  circumftances  in  the  prefent  appear- 
ance of  Eitrope,  that  do  not  feem  to  demand' a  different  conduit. 

The  reaibnablenefe  of  our  meafures  at  this  time,  at  at  all  others, 
muft  be  evinced  by  arguments  drawn  from  an  attentive  review  of  the 
Aale  of  our  own  country,  compared  with  that  of  the  neighbouring 
nations-;  ^r  no  man  will  deny,  that  thofe  methods  of  proceeding 
iri4ch  are  at  one  time  ufeful,  may  at  another  be  pernicious ;  and  thaic 
either  a  gradual  rotation  of  power,  or  a  cafual  variation  of  inteteft, 
may  very  properly  produce  chang|bs  in  the  counfels  of  the  moft  fieady 
and  vigorous  adminiftcation. 

It  is  therefore  proper,  in  the  examination  of  this  queftion,  to  cofi« 
fider  what  is  the  ftate  of  our  own  nation,  and  what  is  to  be  hoped  or 
feared  from  the  condition  of  thofe  kingdoms,  which  are  moft  enabled 
by  their  iltuation  to  benefit  or  to  hurt  us :  and  in  enquiry,  my  Lords, 
9n  Cfiqutry  that  can  give  little  pleafure  to  an  honeft  and  benevolent 
mind,  it  immediately  occurs,  that  we  are  a  xiation  exhaufted  by  a  long 
war,  and  impoveriflaed  by  the  diminution  of  our  commerce  $  and 
^  refttl^  therefore,  of  this  firft  confideration  is,  that  thofe  meafures 
ire  moft  dig^Ue  which  are  moft  frugal  i  and  that  to  wafte  the  public 
titafttiv  in  unnecefiary  expences,  or  to  load  the  people  with  new  taxes 
only  to  di^ay  a  mockery  of  war  on  the  continent,  or  to  amuie  our- 
ielvcs,  our  allies^  or  our  enemies,  with  the  idle  oftenution  of  un- 
necefiary  numbers,  is  to  drain  from  the  nation  the  laft  remains  of 
its  ancient  vigour^  inftead  of  affifting  its  recovery  from  its  prefent 
languors. 

But  money,  however  valuable^  however  neceflary,  has  fometimes 
been  imprudently  and  unieafonahly  l|iared  j  and  an  ill-timed  parfi- 
tnony  has  been  known  to  haften  calaoiities,  by  which  thofe  have  been 
deprived  of  all  who  would  not  endeavour  to  preierve  it  by  the  lofsr  of 
parL  It  is  therefor^  to  be  ^oniidered,  whether  meafures  lefs  expep- 
five  would  j»t  have  been  more  dangerous;  and  whether  we  have  not, 
•  by  hiring  foreign  troops,  though  at  a  very  high  rate,  at  9  rate  which 
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would  have  been  demanded  from  no  other  nation,  purchafed  aa 
exemption  from  diftrefles,  infults,  and  invafions. 

The  only  nations,  my  Lords,  whom  we  have  any  rcafon  to  fufped 
of  a  defign  to  invade  us,  or  that  have  power  to  put  any  fuch  defign 
in  execution,  are  well  known  to  be  the  French  and  Spaniards ;  from 
thefe,  indeed,  it  may  juftly  be  expeded,  that  they  will  omit  no  oppor- 
tunity of  gratifying  that  hatred  which  difference  of  religion  and  con- 
trariety of  intereft  cannot  fail  to  continue  from  age  to  age  5  and 
therefore  we  ought  never  to  imagine  ourfelvcs  fafe,  while  it  is  in  Acir 
power  to  endanger  us.  But  of  thefe  two  nations,  my  Lords,  the  one 
is  already  difarmcd  by  the  navies  of  Britain,  which  confine  her  fleets 
to  their  harbours,  and,  as  we  have  been  juft  now  informed,  pre- 
clude her  armies  from*  fupplies  :  the  other  is  without  a  fleet  able  to 
tranfport  an  army,  her  troops  are  difperfed  in  different  countries, 
and  her  treafures  exhaufted  by  expeditions  or  negotiations  equally 
rxpenfive. 

There  is  therefore,  my  Lords,  no  danger  of  an  invafion,  even 

though  we  had  no  forces  by  whi^h  it  could  be  oppofed  ;  but  much 

lefs  is  it  to  be  feared,  when  it  is  remembered,  that  the  (ea  is  covered 

with  our  (hips  of  war,  and  that  all  the  coafts  of  Europe  are  awed  aod 

•alarmed  by  the  navies  of  Britain. 

This  then,  my  Lords,  is  furely  the  time,  when  we  ought  not  to 
have  facrificed  any  immediate  and  apparent  intereft  to  the  fear  of 
attempts  from  Spain  or  France,  when  we  might  without  danger  have 
affifted  our  allies  with  our  national  troops,  and  have  fpared  that  money 
which  we  have  (6  lavifhly  beftowed  upon  auxiliaries ;  when  we  tnight 
fecurely  have  (hewn  the  powers  of  the  continent  how  much  tbe 
Britifh  valour  is  yet  to  be  feared,  and  how  little  our  late  lofles  or 
difgraces  are  to  be  imputed  to  the  decline  of  our  courage  or  our 
ftrength, 

I  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  no  man  will  confefs,  that  foreign  troops  have 
been  hired  as  more  to  be  trufted  for  their  (kill  or  bravery  than  our 
own.  To  difpute  the  palm  of  courage  with  any  nation  would  be  a 
reproach  to  the  Britifh  name;  and  if  our  foldiers'are  not  at  leaft 
equally  difciplined  with  thofe  of  other  countries,  it  muft  be  owned, 
that  taxes  have  been  long  paid  to  little  purpofe,  that  the  glitter  of  re- 
views has  been  juftly  ridiculed  as  an  empty  (how,  and  that  we  have 

long  been  flattered  by  our  minifters  and  generab  with  fallc  fecurity. 

Bot 
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r  But  diougb  I  am  hr  from'bdifving,  that  the  army  has  been  fop- 
ported  only  for  the  defence  of  our  country  ;  aitd  though  I  know,  tliat 
tfacir  officers  are  frequently  engaged  in  employments  more  important 
m  the  opinion  of  their  dire£faors,  than  that  of  regulating  the  difcipline 
of  their  regiments,  and  teaching  the  ufe  of  arms  and  the  fcience  of 
war;  yet,  as  I  believe  the  courage  of  Britons  fuch  as  may  often  fup- . 
]dy  the  want  of  ikill,  I  cannot  but  conclude,  that  they  are  at  leaft  as 
formidable  as  the  troops  of  other  countries,  efpecially  when  I  remem* 
ber,  that  they  enter  the  field  incited  and  fupported  by  the  reputation 
of  their  country. 

Why  then,  my  Lords,  is  the  nation  condemned  to  fijpport  at  once 
a  double  burthen,  to  pay  at  home  an  army  which  can  be  of  no  ufe, 
and  to  hire  auxiliaries^  perhaps,  lequally  unadtive  ;  to  make  war,'  if 
any  war  be  intended,  at  an  unneceflaryexpence,  and  to  pay,  at  once, 
a  fleet  which  only  floats  upon  the  ocean,  an  army  which  only  awes 
die  villages  from  which  it  is  fupported,  and  a  body  of  mercenaries, 
of  which  no  man  can  yet  con)e(!^ure  with  what  defign  they  have 
been  reuined. 

That  they  are  intended  for  the  fupport  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
basbeen,  indeed,  ai&rted ;  and  thiscontraS  has  been  produced  as  an 
inftance  of  the  zeal  of  our  mtnifters  for  the  aflertion  of  the  Pragmatic 
Sanftion,  th^.  j^refervation  of  the  liberties  of  Europe,  and  the  fup- 
prcffionof  the  Ambitious  enterprizes  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon ;  but 
liirely,  my  Lords,  had  the  afliftance  of  that  illuftrious  Princefs  been 
their  fole  or  principal  intention,  had  they  in  reality  dedicated  the. 
fam  which  is- to  be  received  by  the  troops  of  Hanover,  to  the  facred 
caufe  of  public  faith  and  univerlkl  liberty,  they  might  have  found 
methods  of  promoting  it  much  more  efEcacioufly  at  no  greater  ex- 
pence*  Had  they  remitted  that  money  to  the  Queen,  (he  would 
have  been  enabled  to  call  nations  to  ber  ftandard,  to  fill  the  plains  of 
Germany  with  the  hardy  inhabitants  of  the  mountains  and  the  deferts, 
ami  have  deluged  ^e  empire  of  France  with  multitudes  equally  daring 
^  rapaqiovs,  who  would  have  defcended  upon  a  fruitful  country  like 
vultines  on  their  prey;  and  have  laid  thofe  provinces  in  ruin  which 
now.fmile  at  the  devaftation  of  neighbouring  countries,  fecure-in  the 
pr<*efiian  of  their  mighty  monarch^ 

By  this  method  of  carrying  00  ^he  war,  we  might  have  f(?cured  our 
^ly  from  danger  which  I  cannot  but  think  imminent  and  formidable^ 
^ugh  it  ieems  at  prefent  not  to  be  feared.    By  fo  large  an  addition 

U  4  19 


^6  D    £  H   A  T  i      O  V  [tBif  14 

to  her  t|*oops,  (he  would  have  been  enabled  to  fruftratt  tfaofe  defigos^ 
which  her  fucceb  may  incline  tbeKingof  Pruffia  to  form  againftheri 
for  with  whatever  tranquillity  he  may  now  ieeoi  to  l^k  upon  Ak 
general  commotion,  his  conduft  gives  us  no  reafon  to  imagine,  dul 
he  has  changed  his  maxims^  that  be  is  now  forgetful  or  nef^igen^ 
of  his  own  intereft,  or  that  he  will  not  fiiatch  the  firft  oppoitudity 
of  aggrandizing  hin^lf  by  new  pretenfiotis  to  the  Q|uoen  of  Him? 
gary's  dominions. 

At  Icaft,  my  Lofds,  it  may  without  icruple  be  aflferted,  diat  dw 
hopes  which  fome  either  form  or  aiFed  of  engaging  him  in  a  coa? 
ftderacy  for  the  fuppprt  of  the  Pragmatic,  Sandion,  are  merely 
chimerical.  He  who  has  hitherto  confidered  no  intewft  bitt  hit  omUf 
he  who  has  perhaps  endangered  btmfelf  by  attempting  to  weakea  Ae 
only  power  to  which  he,  as  widl  as  the  other  princes  of  the  empire, 
can  have  repourfc  for  proteAion  from  the  ambition  of  Franeei  and 
has  therefore  broken  the  rules  of  policy  only  to  gratify  a  favourite 
paffion,  will  fcareely  concur  in  the  exaltation  of  that  family  which 
he  has  fo  lately  endeavoured  to  deprefe,  and  which  'he  has  fo  much 
exafperated  againfl  him.  If  he  is  at  length,  my  Lords,  alarMd  at 
the  ambition  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  and  has  learned  Mt  to&cifi" 
tate  thofe  defigns  which  are  in  reality  formed  againft  hiinfelf,  it  cali« 
not  be  dpubteO,  that  he  looks  with  equal  (ear  on  the  H^^  o(  Avfisi^ 
that  he  knows  his  fafety  to  confift  only  in  the  weakncfs  ef  both,  antl 
that  in  any  conteft  between  them,  the  utmoft  diat  oan  be  hoped  from 
him  is  neiftrality. 

But,  my  Lords,  hp  yvhofo  fecurity  depends  only  on  a  fuppofitioii^ 
that  men  will  not  dtviatc  from  right  rcalbn  or  true  policy,  is  in  a  ftatc 
which  can  afford  him  very  littje  tranquillity  or  confidence:  vdiateiW 
is  nccelTarily  to  be  prefervcd,  ought  to  be  defended,  not  only  frofll 
certain  and  conftant  danger,  but  from  cafqal  and  pqffibte  inj^ite; 
and  araongft  the  reft,  from  thofe  which  may  proceed  from  the  nwia- 
bility  of  will,  or  the  depravation  of  underfhnding ;  nor  fhatt  ift  fol- 
ciently  eftablifh  the  Ho^fc  of  Auflria,  if  we  leave  it  liable  to  b^  (WW 
whenever  the  King  of  Pruffia  fhall  feel  hii  ambition  r^-kfhAed,  at 
his  malevolence  excited ;  we  mufl  not  leave  it  dependefit  oil  tN 
friendfhip  or  policy  of  the  neighbouring  powers,  but  muft  entWc  It 
once  more  to  awe  the  empire,  and  fet  at  defiance  the  mdice  ^ «?» 

enemies. 
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Tut,  my  Lords;  might  havev  been  done  by  a  libtral  fuhU/t  by 
nHiiitfb  amies  might  have  been  levied,  .garrifons  eftabltflled^  and  cttiet 
ftimfied )  and  why  any  other  method  was.  purfued,  what  reafpn  can 
be  aiSgned  ?  What,  but  an  inclination  to  aggrandize  and  enrich  % 
mQt0inpcibIe  province,  and  to  deck,  with  the  plimdcr  of  Britain  the 
^edoraie  of  Haiiover  i 

It  has  \>ptn  (ufyt&td^  my  Lords^  (nor  has  the  f^fpicioB  been  with* 
0ttt  foundation)  that  pur  meafures  have  long  been  regulated  by  the 
lAtereft  of  his  Majefty's  el^oral  territories  j  thefe  have  been  long 
iroi^dered  as  a  gulph  into  which  ttie  treafures  of  this  nation  havo 
been  thrown ;  and  it  has  been  obfervedi  that  the  date  of  the  country 
bas,  fince  the  acceffion  of  ^ts  princes  to  this  throne,  been  changed 
«rid)OMt  any  yifible  caufe ;  affluence  has  begun  to  wanton  in  their 
towns^  and  gold  to  glitter  in  their  cottages,  without  die  difcovery  of 
miaesf  or  the  incre^fe  of  their  trade ;  and  new  dominions  have  beei| 
purchafed,  of  which  it  can  fcarcely  be  imagined,  that  the  v^ly^  was 
paid  out  of  the  revenues  of  Hanover. 

•  Tbis^  my  Lords,  is  unpopular,  iUegal,  and  iinjufti  yet  this  mjght 
be  borne,  in.cqnfideratiofi  of  great  advantages,  of  the  protection  of 
pur  trade,  and  the  fnpport  of  our  honour.  But  there  are  men  who 
dam  to  whifper,  and  who,  perhaps,  if  their  fufptcions  receive  new 
ponfirmationi  will  publicly  declare,  that  for  the  prefer vation  of  Hano* 
yer,  our  commerce  has  been  negleSed,  and  .our  honour  impaired  s 
thac  to  fecure  Hanover  from  invasion,  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  has  been 
courted,  and  the  family  pf  Auftria  embarrailed  and  deprefied.  Thelb 
inen  ajBert,  without  hefiution,  that  when  we  entered  into  a  league 
yridi  France  againft  the  Emperor  and  the  SpaniardSi  in  the  reign  of 
the  iate  Empetor,  no  part  of  the  Britiib  dominions  were  in  danger  | 
and  that  the  alafm  which  was  raifed  to  reconcile  the  nation  to  meat 
^rcs  fo  contrary  to  thofe  which  former  ages  had  puifued^  was  a  hBti^ 
poas  rieteftable  artxiice  of  wicked  policy,  by  which  Britain  was  en^ 
gaged  in  the  defence  of  dominions  to  which  we  owe  no  regard,  ai) 
we  can  receive  no  r<^l  advantage  from  them. 
'  It  were  to  bi  ^^iflied,  that  no  late  inftance  could  be  produced  of 
tonduQ  regulated  by  the  iame  principles^  and  that  this  fliameful,  thi^ 
pernicious  partiality  had  been  ui^iverially  allowed  fx>  have  ceafed  witl| 
the  late  rtign ;  but  it  ha^  never  yet  hsen  fliewn,  that  the  late  neu-r 
friility,  by  which  Hanover  wis  preferred^  did  not  reftrain,  the  arms 
#f  Britain ;  n9t[  wlfen  i^  ba»  bceit  aiked^r^why  the  l^^aniih  army  wa^^ 
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^'hca  within  reach  of  the  cannon  of  the  Britiik'  navy,  peaoeaby 
tranfported  to  Italy,  has  any  other  reafon  been  affigned,  than  that 
the  tranfports  could  not  be  deftroyed  without  a.  breach  of  the  neutrality 
of  Hanover  ? 

This,  my  Lords,  is  a  fubjeA  on  which  I  could  have  only  been  in- 
duced  to  dwell,  by  my  zeal  for  the  prefent  eftabliihroent,  and  my  per- 
fmal  aSaflion  for  his  Majefty.  It  is  univertally  allowed,  that  not 
enly  the  honour  and  profperity,  but  the  iafety  of  a  Britifh  monarch, 
depends  upon  the  afFedVion  of  his  fubjeds  ^  and  that  neither  f{4endid 
levees,  nor  large  revenues,  nor  ftanding  armies,  can  fecure  his  hap- 
pintfs  or  his  power  any  longer  than  the  people  are  convinced  of  his 
tendernefs  and  regard,  of  his  attention  to  their  complaintSt  and  his 
»eal  for  their  intercft.  If  therefore  it  ihould  ever  be  generally  be- 
lieved, that  our  King  confiders  this  nation  only  as  appendeUt  to  bis 
cle3oral  dominions,  that  he  promotes  the  intereft  of  his  former  fub- 
jeds  at  the  expence  of  thofe  by  whom  he  has  been  exalted  to  this 
awful  throne,  and  that  our  commerce,  our  tireafures,  and  our  lives, 
are  &crificed  to  the  iafety,  or  to  the  enlargement  of  diftant  territories, 
what  can  be  expected  ?  What  but  murmurs,  difaffeAion,  and  diftnift, 
and  their  natural  confcquenc^,  infurrefiipn  and  rebellion ;  rebdlioa 
of  which  no  man  can  forefee  the  event,  and  by  which  that  man  may 
perhaps  be  placed  upon  the  throne,  whom  we  have  fo  wifely  excluded 
and  fo  folemnly  abjured. 

Of  this  unreafonable  regard  to  the  intereft  of  Hanover,  the  con- 
trafb  which  we  are  now  confidering  exhibits,  if  not  a  proof  too  ap« 
parent  to  be  denied,  yet  fuch  an  appearance  as  we  ought  for  our  own 
fekes  and  that  of  his  Majefty  to  obviate ;  slnd  therefore  I  riiink  tbe 
Addrefs.  which  is  now  propofed  in  the  higheft  degree  reafonablei  and 
am  convinced,  that  by  complying  with  our  requeft,  his  Majefty  will 
regain  the  afFe£Kons  of  many  of  his  fubjeJdls,  whom  a  long  train  of 
pernicious  meafures  have  filled  with  difcontent ;  and  preferve  tbe 
loyalty  of  maj^y  others,  who,  by  artful  repreientations  of  the  motives 
and  confcquences  of  this  contrad,  may  be  alienated  and  perver^d. 

Lord  Bathurst  replied  to  the  following  purport :— My  Lords, 
As  I  have  no  reafon  to  doubt  of  the  noble  Duke's  aiFedion  to  cfae 
prefent  royal  family,  I  am  convinced,  that  the  ardour  of  his  eapreflioos 
IS  the  effed  of  his  zeal,  and  that  the  force  of  his  reprefentations  pro« 
ceeds  only  from  the  ftrength  of  his  convtSion  i  and  therefore  I  am 
far  from  intending  to  cenfure  any  accidental  negligence  of  hu&guage, 

or 
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or  any  ieeming  afperlty  of  fentiment.  I  know,  that  the  opennds  and 
dignity  of  mind  which  has  incited  him  to  declare  his  opnion  widi  fo 
much  freedom,  will  induce  him  likewife  to  retrad  it,  when  he  (hall  be 
convinced,  that  he  has  been  deceived  by  falfe  reprefentarions,  or  diat 
he.  has  formed  his  conclufions  too  haftily,  without  an  attentive  eim-* 
mination  of  the  queftion  in  its  whole  extent. 

I  (hall,  therefore,  endeavour  to  explain  the  motives  upon  which  all 
thefe  meafures  have  been  formed  which  we  have  heard  fo  warmlj 
cenfured ;  and  fiiew,  that  they  were  the  confequences  not  of  hafte 
and  negligence,  but  of  vigilance  and  circumfpe<Etion ;  jthat  they  were 
formed  upon  a  deliberate  furvey  ofthe  complicated  interefts  of  the 
European  powers,  and  dilated  not  by  a  partiality  to  Hanover,  but  a 
faithful  attention  to  the  intereft  of  Britain. 

It  has  been  already  obferved  by  a  noble  Lord,  that  there  was  no 
choice  allowed  us ;  that  the  ftate  of  Europe  required,  that  we  fliould 
not  fit  unadtve ;  and  that  yet  there  was  no  other  method  of  zSting^ 
by  which  we  could  benefit  our  allies,  or  injure  our  enemies ;  and  that 
therefore,  though  our  interpofition  bad  not  produced  all  the  efieds 
which  our  zeal  might  incline  us  to  wifli,  yet  our  condu<£t  ought  not 
to  be  condemned  ;'becaure,  though  we  did  not  prefs  forward  through 
the  neareft  path  to  the  great  objeA  of  our  purfuit,  we  exerted  our 
vtmoft  fpeed  in  the  only  way  that  was  left  open.  This,  my  LordSy 
is,  in  my  opinion,  a  very  juft  apology ;  nor  do  ).  fee,  that  this  vindi- 
cation can  be  confuted  or  invalidated  other  wife  than  by  (hewing,  that 
fome  different  meafures,  meafures  equally  reafonable,  were  equally  ia 
our  power. 

But  becaufe  the  plea  of  neceffity  may  perhaps  be  evaded ;  and  be- 
caufe  it  is  at  leaft  pleafing  to  difcover,  that  what  was  neceflary  vras 
likewife  convenient,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  fliow,  that  our  meafures 
have  produced  already  fuch  eScQs  as  have  fuffici.ntly  rewarded  our 
txpiences ;  and  that  we  may  yet  reafonably  hope,  that  greater  advan- 
tages will  arife  from  them. 

There  are,  indeed,  fome  wholn  it  will  not  be  cafy  to  fatisfy,  fome 
who  declare  not  againft  the  manner  in  which  the  was  is  profecutcd, 
but  againft  the  war  itfelf ;  who  think  the  power  of  France  too  formic 
dable  to  be  oppofed,  and  the  Britiih  people  too  much  exhaufted  or 
enervated  to  hold  any  longer  the  balance  of  the  continent. 

I  have  indeed,  my  Lords,  always  declared  myfelf  of  a  different 
pinion,  and  have  frequently  endeavoured  to  roufe  others  from  a  kind 

of 
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#f  indoknt  dc^ir  and  taune  tcqui^ctnoc  in  dif  attetnpts  of  the  FrtaAf 
bj  reprefentations  of  the  wealth  and  force«  the  influence  acid  allianoa 
of  our  own  nation.  I  have  often  a&rted^  that  I  did  not  doubt  but 
her  €<mquefts  might  be  ftopped  by  vigorous  oppofition,  and  that  die 
curxent  of  hec  power  which  bad  by  artificial  machines  of  policy  bcca 
raifed  higher  than  its  fpurce,  would  fubfide  and  ilagnate,  when  its 
courie  was  no  longer  aflifted  by  cowardice,  and  its  way  levelled  by 
fobmiffion. 

•  Thefe,  my  Lords,  were  my  fentiments,  and  this  was  my  la^is|i 
9t  a  time,  when  all  the  powers  of  Europe  con^ired  to  flatter  A^ 
pride  of  France  by  falling  at  her  feet,  when  her  nod  wfis  foUcitoullf 
watched  by  all  the  princes  of  the  empire,  when  there  was  no  bktj 
but  by  her  protedlion,  nor  any  enterprife  by t  by  her  permiffion ;  whea 
Mr  wealth  influenced  the  councils  of  nations,  when  war  wasde* 
rkured  at  her  command  in  the  remote!  c&rners  of  Europe,  and  every 
jconteft  was  fubmitted  to  her  arbitration. 

Even  at  this  time,  my  Lords,  was  I  fufficiendy  confident  of  tbt 
power  of  my  own  country,  to  fet  at  defiance  in  my  own  mind  this 
gigantick  ftate,  I  confidered  all  additions  to  its  greatnefe  rather  » 
|he  tumour  of  difeafe  than  the  Ibootings  of  vigour,,  and  ^hougbt  thit 
iu  nerves,  grew  weaker  as  its  corpulence  increafed.  Of  my  ovn 
citation  I  iaw,  that  neither  its  numbers  nor  its  courage  were  dioi* 
niChed,  I  had  no  reafon  to  believe  our  foldiers  or  our  ikilors  lefshnvc 
than  their  fathers ;  and  therefore^  imagined,  that  wl^never  tbey 
.ibould  be  led  out  againft  the  fame  enen^ics  tbey  would  fight  with  the 
^me  fupcriority  and  the  fame  fuccefs. 

But  for  thcfe  hopes,  my  Lords,  I  was  fometimes  pitied  by  Aofe 
vvhp  thought  tbemfelves  better  ac<^uainted  with  the  ftate  of  Europe 
iban  myfelf,  and  fometimes  ridiculed  by  thofe  who  had  been  long  ^' 
i^uflomcd  to  deprefs  thejr  own  country,  and  to  reprefent  Britain  as 
Dc^ly  the  fbadow  of  what  it  once  was|  to  deqde  our  armies  and  our 
fleets,  and  defcribe  us  impoveriib^d  and  (:orrupted,  funk  iflM 
(ro^ardice,  and  delighted  with  flavery. 

That  my  opinion  is  now  likely  to  be  juftified,  and  that  thofe  who 
have  hitherto  fo  confidently  oppofed  me  will  foon  be  obliged  to  ac« 
Itnowkdge  their  miftake,  is  of  very  fmall  importance  j  nor  is  my  feV- 
love  fo  predominant  as  to  incline  me  to  reckon  the  confirmatioBOt 
'  iny  predi<flion$,  or  the  vindication  of  my  iagacity  among  the  beiitfits 
which  lA'c  are  now  about  to  receive,    We  zf^  now  foon  to  be  cos- 

viflc^ 
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nnocrf  Ihat  Praitet  is  not  irrefiftable,  nor  kreiiftlble  to  Britain,  We 
tre  now  to  fee  the  entbroSers  of  the  univerfe  entangled  in  dieir  own 
fcbemeS)  and  the  depopulators  of  kingdoms  deftrojdd  in  thefe  fieKli 
wUch  they  have  To  wantonly  laid  wafte.  We  Ihail  ke  juftice  tri*- 
umpant  over  oppreiBon^  and  infolence  triimpled  by  thoTe  whom  (he ' 
has  delpifed.  We  Ihall  fee  the  powers  of  Europe  once  more  equallf 
halaooed,  and  the  balance  placed  again  in  the  hands  of  Britain. 

If  it  be  required  upon  what  events  thefe  expedations  are  founded  ^ 
an^  if  it  be  alkdged,  that  we  have  no  fuch  refolutions  to  hope  frooi 
the  nealiires  that  havebeeh  hitherto  purfued :  It  has  been  affirmed  bf 
a  noble  Lord,  that  our  armies  in  Flanders  are  ufelcfs,  and  (hat  our 
motioiis  have  given  neither  courage  nor  ftrength  to  any  other  powers  ; 
diat  die  Queen  of  Hungary  is  yet  equally  dlftrefled,  and  that  the 
French  ftill  purfue  their  fchemes  without  any  interruption  from  us  or 
oar  allies^  I  (hall  hope  by  an  impartial  account  of  the  prefent  ftate  of 
die  continent  to  (how,  that  hk  aflertions  are  groundlefs,  and  fait 
opinion  erroneous.  ' 

The  inadivity  of  our  artny  in  Flanders  has,  indeed,  furntflied  m 
popular  topic  of  declamation,  and  ridicule.  It  is  well  known  how 
Utde  the  bulk  of  mankrndare  acquainted,  either  with  arts  of  polio j, 
or  of  war ;  how  imperfbdly  they  maft  alwa}'s  nnderftand  the  conduft 
of  miniflers  t>r  generals,  and  with  what  partiality  they  always  deter- 
mine in  £ivtnir  of  their  own  nation.  Ignorance,  my  Lords,  con- 
joined with  partiality,  maft  always  produce  expedations  which  no  ad- 
dtcfc  nor  courage  can  gratify ;  and  it  is  Ibarccly,  therefore,  to  be  hoped, 
that  the  people  will  be  fatisfied  with  any  account  of  the  conduct  of  ouft 
Geaends  which  does  not  inform  them  of  lieges  and  battles,  flaughter 
Md  dcvaftntion.  They  expeft  diat  a  Britifli  army  Ihould  over-run 
die  continent  in  a  funraier,  that  towns  fhould  furrender  at  their  fum- 
ftions,  nndtegions  retire  at  their  fliout,  that  they  (hould  drive  nations 
befcfe  diem,  and  conquer  empires  by  marching  over  them. 

Such,  itiy  Lords,  are  the  efFeSs  which  the  people  of  Britain  ex- 
peft ;  and  its  they  have  hitherto  been  difappointed,  their  difappoSnt- 
ftent  tndines  them  to  complain.  They  think  apt  army  ufelefs  which 
giins  no  viftories,  and  afk  to  what  purpofc  the  fword  is  drawn,  if  the 
blood  of  their  enemies  h  not  to  be  filed  f  But  thefe  are  not  the  fenri- 
tents  of  your  Lordfhips,  whofe  acquaintance  with  public  affairs  in* 
twms  yoo,  Aat  Tiftories  arc  often  gained  where  no  ftandards  arc 
ttbn,  nor  at wl^apeii  Sled  wiA  Hfts  of  the  flain  j  and  that  by  draw- 
ing 
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ing  the  fword  opportunely,  tbeneceffity  of  ftriking  isofteft  prevemel 
You  know,  tbat  the  army  which  hovers  over  a  country  and  draws 
the  forces  which  defend  it  to  one  part,  may  deftroy  it  without  invading 
it^  by  expofing  to  the  invaiion  of  another;  and  that  he  who  with- 
holds  an  army  from  a&ion,  is  i^ot  lefs  ufeful  to  his  ally  than  he  that 
defeats  it. 

This,  my  Lords,  is  the  prefent  ufe  of  our  troops  in  Flanders ;  the 
French  are  kept  in  continual  terror,  and  are  obliged  to  detach  to  that 
frontier  thofe  troops  which,  had  they  not  been  thus  diverted,  would 
have  been  employed  in  the  empire ;  and  furely  an  army  i^  not  un- 
ai^ve  which  withholds  a  double  number  from  profecuting  their  defign. 

That  our  motions  have  not  encouraged  other  powers  to  fulfil  their 
engagements,  or  to  unite  in  the  defence  of  the  general  liberty  of 
Europe,  cannot  truly  be  aflerted.  The  Dutch  apparently  wakea 
from  their  flumber,  whether  it  was  real  or  afFe^ed,  they  at  leaft  dif- 
cover  lefs  fear  of  the  French,  and  have  already  given  fuch  proofs  of 
dieir  inclination  to  join  with  us  as  may  encourage  us  to  expert,  that 
Ibey  will  in  a  fixort  time  form  with  us  another  confederacy,  and  tm- 
ploy  their  utmoft  efforts  in  the  common  caufe. 

What  they  have  already  offered  will  at  leaft  enable  us  to  affill  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  witli  greater  numbers^  and  her  to  employ  her 
troops  where  (he  is  moft  prefled  ^  for  they  have  engaged  to  garrifon 
the  towns  of  Flanders,  which  fmce  they  cannot  be  evacuated,  is  in 
cffe£t  an  offer  of  auxiliary  troops ;  fmce  if.  thofe  forces  bad  been 
added  to  the  Auftrian  army,  an  equal  number  of  Auftrians  mttfthave 
been  fubdufted  to  garrifon  the  frontier* 

It  iS|  therefore,  without  reafon,  that  narrow-minded  cenfuren 
charge  us  with  becoming  the  flav'es  of  the  Dutch,  with  fighting  their 
battles  and  ^defending  their  barrier,  while  they  purfue  their  commerce 
in  tranquillity,  enjoy  peace  at  the  expence  of  Britifh  blood,  and  grow 
rich  by  the  profufion  of  Britifli  treaTure,  It  appears,  that  they  concur 
in  the  prefervation  of  themfelves  and  of  Europe,  though  with  debp 
and  caution  i  fince,  tho'  they  do  not  fend  forces  into  the  field,  they 
fupply  the  place  of  thofe  which  are  fent,  and  enable  others  todeflroy 
thofe  whom  they  are  not  yet  perfuaded  to  attack  them&lves. 

.  The  conftitution  of  that  Republic  is,  indeed,  fiich  as  makes  its 
alliance  not  valuable  on, fudden  emergencies  in  proportion  to  i0 
wealth  and  power.     The  determinations  of  large  aflbmblie^  are  always 

flow  i  becaufe  there  are  many  opinions  to  be  examuxedy  isafly  p^ 
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pofilb  to  be  balaiicedv  and  many  objefitons  to  be  anf^efed,  JBut 
with  much  more  difficulty  muft  any  important  refolution  be  formed, 
wiicrc  it  muft  be  the  joint  ad  of  the  whole  Aflembly,  where  every 
individual  has  a  negative  voice,  and  pnanimity  atone  can  make  a 
decifion  oUigatory.  Wherever  this  is  the  form  of  government,  the 
fiate  lies  at  the  mercy  of  every  man  who  has  a  vote  in  its  councils  ; 
and  the  corruption  or  folly  or  obftinacy  of  one, may  retard  or  defeat 
tk  moft  impprtahc  defigns,  lay  his  country  open  to  the  inroads  of  an 
enemy,  diflblve  the  moft  folemn  alliances,  and  involve  a  nation  in 

mifecy* 

This,  my  Lords,  I  need  not  obferve  to  be  the  Dutch  conftitutibn^ 
nor  need  I  tell  this  Ailembly,  that  we  are  not  always  to  judge  of  the 
general  inclination  of  that  people  by  the  procedure  of  their  deputies^ 
fince  particular  men  may  be  influenced  by  private  views,  or  corrupted 
by  lecret  promifes  or  bribes ;  and  thofe  defigns  may  be  retarded  by 
their  artifices  which  the  honeft  and  impartial  univerfally  approve. 
This  is,  perhape,  the  true  reafon  of  the  prefent  delays  which  hav« 
fiunifhed  occafion  to  fuch  loud  complaints,  complaints  of  which  we 
may  hope  quickly  to  have  an  end ;  fmce  it  can  hardly  be  doubted^ 
but  the  general  voice  of  the  people  will  there,  as  in  other  places,  9^ 
.laft  prevail,  and  the  prejudices  or  paffipns  of  private  men  give  way  to 
tbe.intereft  of  the  public. 

Thatthe  Queen  of  Hungary  is  now  equally  diftreiled,  and  that  (he 
has  received  no  advantage  from  the  affiftance,  which  we  have  at  fe 
great  an  expence  appeared  to  give  her,  is  likewife  very  far  from  being 
true.  Let.  any  man  compare  her  prefent  condition,  with  that  in 
which  (he  was  before  Britain  engaged  in  her  caufe,  and  it  will  eafily 
be  perceived,  how  much  (he  owes  to  the  alliance  of  this  nation. 
She  was  then  flying  before  her  enemies,  and  reduced  to  feek  for  ibelter 
io  theremoteft  part  of  hec  dominions,  while  her  capital  was  fortified 
in  expectation  of  a  fiege.  Thofe  who  then  were  diftributing  her 
provinces,  and  who  almoft  hovered  over  her  only  remaining  king- 
dom, are  now  retiring  before  her  troops.  The  army  by  which  it 
W^  intended,  that  her  territories  in  Italy  (hould  be  taken  from  her,  is 
l^w  ftarving  in  the  countries  which  it  prefumed  to  invade  ;  and  the 
^oo|j8,  which  were  fent  to  its  afliftance,  are  languifbing  .at  the  JTeet 
of  mountains  which  they  will  never  pafs. 

Thefe  are  the  cfFe£h,  my  Lords,  of  thofe  roeafures,,  which  for 
want  of  being  completely  underftood,  or  attentively  coniidered,  have 

been 


been  (6  tthettHtMy  oeniure<l.  Tfep^  meafare^  mf  Ii6fid^  homcm 
injadiciouS)*  however  t»nfeaioiiab)e,  have  embanraied  the  Jefigns  af 
Prance,  afld^ given  relief  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary;  ttatflmvt  ai* 
mated  the  Dutch  to  adton,  and  kiadled  in  all  <ihe  p«weri  of  Eumpi, 
who  were  intimidated  by  the  Frendi  armies,  new  hopes  and  new  r^- 
felutions ;  ihej  have  indeed  made  a  general  change  in  the  ftale  ef 
Europe,  and  given  a  new  inclination  to  the  balance  of  power.  Kot 
many  months  have  elajifed,  fince  every  man  appeared  to  confider  tiie 
Sovereign  of  France  as  the  univerfal  monarch,  whofe  wtH  was  yn^  td 
be  oppofed,  and  whofe  force  was  not  to  be  reilfted.  We  now  fee  bis 
menaces  defpifed  and  his  propofitions  rejeded  ;  every  one  now  ap- 
pears to  hope  rather  than  to  fear,  though  lately  a  geneml  panic  was 
fpread  over  this  part  of  the  globe,  and  fear  had  fo  engroHed  maakin^i 
that  fearceiy  any  man  prefutned  to  hope. 

But  it  is  objected,  my  Lords,  that  though  our  meafor^lboddbe 
aHowied  not  to  have  been  wholly  iniFe^ual,  and  dur  money  ajfdr 
not  to  have  been  fquandencd  only  to  pay  the  troops  of  Hanover,  yet 
eiar  conduct  is  very  far  from  meriting  either  applaufe  or  apprebatiafr; 

fince  much  greater  advantages  might  have  been  purchaied  at  much 

• 

kfs  expence,  and  by  methods  much  lefs  invidious  and  dangaroue. 

The  Qyeen  of  Hungary  might,  in  the  opiniori  of  thefe  ceafaieHf 
have  raifed  an  hundred  thoufand  men  with  the  nftoney  which  we  aaft 
expend  in  hiring  only  fixteen  thoufand,  and  might  have  deftfoytd 
thofe  enemies  whom  we  have  hitherto  not  dared  to  attack. 

Thofe  who  make  this  fuppo&tion  tb^  foundation  cf  their  ceoAflOy 
appear  not  to  remember,  that  the  Queen  of  Hungary's  domiaisolf 
like  thofe  of  other  Princes,  may  by  war  be  in  time  exhai^^  \  drt^ 
the  \oh  of  inhabitants  is  not  repaired  in  any  country  but  by  Amt  i^ 
grees;  and  diat  there  is  no  place  yet  difcovered  where  money  wi^ 
^oeure  (bidiers  without  end,  or  where  new  harvefts  of  men  rife  9 
annually,  ready  to  (ight  thofe  quarrels  in  Which  their  predecelibfs 
were  fwept  away«  If  the  money  had,  inftead  of  being  cmployrf  fa 
hiriog  auxiliaries,  been  remitted  to  the  Queen,  it  i$  not  probfbk 
that  ihe  could  at  any  rate  have  brought  a  new  army  together.  Bit 
it  is  certain,  that  her  new  troops  muft  have  been  without  arms  vi 
without  difcipline.  It  might  have  been  found,  perhaps^  in  tliil^  g^ 
neral  difturbance  of  the  world,  not  eafy  to  have  fiqpplied  w^ 
with  weapons  ;  and  it  is  well  known  bow  long  time  is  reqtiired  to^ 
teach  raw  forces  the  art  of  war,  and  enable  diem  to  ftand  bcferc  > 
veteran  enemy. 

It 
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It  was,  therefore,  neceilary  to  affift  her  rather  wMi  troops  than 
tnoney;  and  fmce  troops  were  oeceflarily  to  be  hired,  why  ihould 
we  employ  the  forces  of  Hano?er  kis  willingly  than  thoie  of  any 
other  nation  ?  To  aiiert  that  they  have  more  or  lefs  courage  diaUi 
others  is  chimerical,  nor  can  any  man  fuppofe  them  either  more 
brave  or  timorous  than  thofe  V>f  the  neighbouring  countries,  without 
difcovering  the  meaneft  prejudices,  and  the  narroweft  conceptions  ; 
without  (bewing  thac  he  is  wholly  unacquainted  with  human  nature, 
and  that  he  is  inftuenccd  by  the  tales  of  nurfes,  and  the  boafts  of 
children. 

There  was,  therefore,  no  objeAion  againft  the  troops  of  Hanover^ 
that  was  not  of  equal  (Irength  againft  all  foreign  troops ;  and  theve 
was  at  leaft  one  argument  in  their  favour,  that  they  were  fubjeds  of 
the  fame  prince ;  and  that  therefore  we  could  have  no  reafon  to  fe»r 
their  defection,  or  to  fuiped  their  fidelity. 

The  EleAorate  of  Hanover,  with  whatever  contempt  or  indigna- 
tion (brae  perfons  may  tffeA  to  mention  it,  is  to  be  cqiifidered  at 
leaft; as  a  ftata  in  alliance  with  Britain,  and  to  receive  from  us  that 
fupport  which  the  terms  of  that  alliance  may  demand* 

Any  other  regard,  my  Lords,  indeed  it  is  not  neceflary  to  contend 
for;  iince  it  cannot  be  proved,  that  in  this  tfanfa£tion  we  have  a£bd 
otherwife  than  as  with  allies,  or  hired  the  troops  on  conditions 
which  thofc  of  any  other  nation  would  not  have  obtained,  or  on  any 
vAnch  they  will  not  deierve  i  fince  your  Lordfliips  have  received  af- 
furances,  that  they  are  ready  to  enter  the  field,  and  to  march  inio 
Germany  againft  the  common  enemy.  ^Tbat  we  might  have  raifod 
new  troops  in  our  own  nation,  and  have  augmented  our  army  with  an 
«qaa!  number  of  men,  cannot  be  denied }  nor  do  I  doubt,  mf  Lordi, 
but  our  countrymen  would  be  equally  formidable  with  any  other 
forces^  but  it  muft  be  remembered,  that  an  army  is  not  to  be  levied 
in  an  inftant,  and  that  our  natives,  however  warlike,  ace  not  bom 
with  the  knowledjge  of  the  uie  of  arms ;  and  who  knows,  whether 
Europe  mig^t  not  have  been  enflaved  before  a  Brhiih  aroiy  could 
have  been  niifrd  and  difciplined  for  its  deliverance  I 

Whether  this  aj^count  of  our  meafures  will  fatisfy  thoft  who  have 
hitherto-condemned  them,  I  am  not  able  to  forct:!*  There  are^  in* 
deed,  fome  reaibns  for  fufpe^ng,  that  they  blame  not,  becaufe  they 
^approve,  bnt  bef:aufe  they  think  it  neceflary  either  to  the  charadker 
of  difeeniment,  or  of  probity,  to  cenfure  the  miniftry,  whatever 

Voi.  IL  X  maxima 
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maxims  are  purfued.  Of  this  dlfpofition  it  is  no  flight  proof,  that 
contrary  meafures  have  been  fometimes  condemned  by  the  fame  men 
with  the  fame  vehemence  -,  and  that  even  compliance  with  their  de- 
mands has  not  ftilled  their  outcries.  When  the  miniftry  appeared 
unwilling  to  engage  in  the  war  of  Germany,  without  the  concur- 
rence of  the  other  powers  who  had  engaged  to  fupport  the  Prag- 
matic Sanson,  they  were  hourly  reproached  with  being  the  flaves 
of  Francef  with  betraying  the  general  caufe  of  Europe,  and  with 
repreffing  that  generous  ardour,  by  which  our  anceftors  have  been 
incited  to  ftand  forth  as  the  aflertors  of  univerfal  liberty,  and  to 
cfight  the  quarrel  of  mankind.  They  were  marked  out  as  either 
cowards  or  traitprs,  and  doomed  to  infamy  as  the  accomplices  of 
tyranny,  engaged  in  a  confpiracy  againft  their  allies,  their  country, 
i^nd  their  poflerity. 

At  length  the  Britons  have  roufed  again,  imd  again  declared  thenu 

•  felves  the  fupporters  of  right,  whenever  injured  ^  they  have  again 
raifed  their  fiandards  in  the  continent,  and  prepare  to  march  again 
through  thofe  regions  where  their  vidories  are  yet  celebrated,  and 
their  bravery  yet  reverenced*  The  hills  of  Germany  wiU  again 
ibund  with  the  (houts  of  that  people  who  once  marched  to  her  de- 
liverance through  all  the  obftru£tians  that  art  or  power  could  form 
againft  them,  and  which  broke  through  the  pafs  of  Schellembourg, 

^  to  rout  the  armies  that  were  ranged  behind  it* 

Now  it  might  be  expe£)xd,  my  Lords,  that  at  leaft  thofe  who  were 
before  diiTatisfied,  ihould  declare  their  approbation;  for  furely  where 
peace  or  neutrality  is  improper,  there  is  nothing  left  but  war*  Yet 
experience  fhews  us,  that  men  refolved  to  blame  will  never  want 

.pretences  for  venting  their  malignity;  and  where  nothing  butnui-> 
Ugnity  is  the  confequence  of  oppofite  meafures,  we  mtift  neceflarily 
conclude,  that  there  is  a  fixed  refolutidn  to  blame^  and  that  all  via- 

'  dicadons  will  be  ineffedual. 

Some  have,  indeed,  found  out  a  middle  eourfe  between  cenfiire 

.  and  approbation,  and  declare,  that  they  think  thefe  meafures  now 
juftifiable,  becaufe  we  have  proceeded  too  far  to  retreat  with  honour ; 

'  and  that  though  at  firft  a  better  fcheme  might  have  been- formed,  yet 

'this,  which  has  hitherto,  been  purfued,  ought  not  now  to  be  changed; 
J,  my  Lords,  though  it  is  not  of  very  great  importance  to  confute 

•  an  opinion  by  which  the  meafures  of  the  government  will  not  be 
:  ohibudctj,  tannot  ibrbear  totiedarc  myfelf  of  different  fentiments^ 

and 
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and  to  zScvtj  in  oppofition  to  artful  calumnies  and  violent  mveAives, 
that  the  prefent  meafures  were  originally  right,  that  they  were  fnch 
as  prudence  would  didtate,  and  experience  approve,  and  fuch  as  we 
ought  agsun  to  take,  if  we  have  again  the  power  of  choice. 

I  am,  indeed,  far  from  doubting,  but  thefe  meafures  will  in  a  fhort 
time  be  juftified  by  fuccefs  ;  a  criterion  by  which,  however  unjuftfy, 
the  greateft  part  .of  mankind  will  always  judge  of  the  condud  of 
their  Governors;  for  it  is  apparent,  my  Lords,  that  howfoever  the 
French  power,  compierce,  and  wealth,  have  been  exaggerated  by 
thofe  that  either  love  or  fear  them,  they  will  not  long  be  able  to  ftand 
againft  us;  their  funds  will  in  a  fhort  time  fail  them,  and  their 
armies  muft  be  difbanded,  when  they  can  no  longer  be  paid,  lefty 
inftead  of  prote£ling  their  country,  they  ihould  be  inclined  to 
plunder  it. 

The  abundance  of  our  wealth,  my  Lords,  and  the  profit  of  our 
commerce,  are  fufEciently  apparent  from  the  price  of  our  ftocks, 
which  were  never  before  fupported  at  the  fame  height  for  ib  long  a 
time;  and  of  the  fall  of  which  neither  an  a£lual  war  with  Spain,  nor 
the  danger  which  has  been  fuggefted  of  another  with  France,  with 
France  in  the  full  pofTeiSon  of  all  its  boafted  advantages,  has  yet 
been  able  to  produce  any  token.  Another  proof  of  the  exuberance 
of  our  riches,  and  the  profpcrity  of  our  commerce  by  which  they 
are  acquired,  is  the  facility  with  which  the  Government  can  raife  in 
tn  inftant  the  greateft  fums,  and  the  low  intereft  at  which  they  are 
obtained.  If  we  compare  our  ftate  in  this  refpe£l  with  that  of 
France,  the  infuperable  difficulties  under  which  they  muft  contend 
with  us,  will  fufficiently  difcover  themfelves.  It  is  well  known,  my 
Lords,  that  we  have  lately  raifed  the  m^ey  which  the  fervice  of 
each  year  required,  at  the  intereft  of  three  for  a  hundred;  nor  is  it 
likely  that  there  will  be  any  neceffity  of  larger  intereft,  though  our 
annual  demands  were  to  be  equal  to  thofe  of  the  laft  war.  Bi^t  the 
French  are  well  known  to  raife  the  fums  which  their  exigencies  re« 
quiie  pn  very  different  terms^  and  to  have  paid  ten  for  a  hundred  for 
all  the  money  which  their  late  projefls  have  required ;  projects  which 
they  cannot  purfue  long  at  fuch  enormous  expence,  and  by  which 
their  country  muft  in  a  (bort  iiaiQ  be  ruined,  even  with9'jt  op- 
pofition. 

While  we  can,  therefore,  raife  three  millions  for  lefs  than  the 
French  can  obtain,  one,  and  by  confe^nce  iiipport  three  Tegiments 
•.    •  X  2  a; 
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2t  the  fame  cxpence  as  one  is  fupported  in  their  Icrvicc,  we  have 
furely  no  reafqn  to  drcad^the  foperiority  of  their  numbers,  or  to  fear 
that  they  will  conquer  by  exhaufting  us. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  I  havtf  delivered  my  opinion  with  freedom  and 
impartiality ;  and  (hall  patiently  hearken  to  any  obje£Hons  that  flwll 
arife  againft  it,  fupported  by  the  confcioufnefs,  that  a  confutation 
will  only  fliew  me,  that  I  have  been  miftaken ;  but  will  not  deprive 
me  of  the  fatisfa£iion  of  reflefting,  that  I  have  not  been  wanting  to 
my  country  5  and  that  if  I  have  approved  or  defended  improper  mea« 
fures,  I  at  leaft  confulted  no  other  intereft  than  that  of  Britain. 

Lord  Hervey  fpoke  next  to  the  following  cfFeS :— My  Lords^ 
It  is  not  without  that  concern  which  every  man  ought  to  feel  at  the  ap- 
parent approach  of  public  calami  ties,that  I  have  heard  the  meafures  which 
are  now  the  fubjefl:  of  our  enquiry  fo  weakly  defended,  when  their 
vindication  is  endeavoured  with  fo  much  ardour,  and  laboured  with 
fo  much  addrefs. 

The  objeftions  which  prefs  upon  the  mind,  at  the  firft  and  flighteft 
view  of  our  proceedings,  are  fuch  as  require  the  clofeft  attention, 
fuch  as  cannot  but  alarm  every  man  who  has  ftudied  the  intereft  of 
his  country,  and  who  fincerely  endeavours  to  promote  it  j  and  Acre- 
fore  it  might  be  hoped,  that  thofe  who  appear  to  have  thought  Aem 
infufficient,  are  able  to  produce  in  oppofition  to  them  the  ftrongeft 
arguments,  and  the  cleareft  deductions. 

When  we  attempt  the  confideration  of  our  prcfent  condition,  and 
enquire  by  what  means  our  profperity  may  be  fecured,  the  firft  re- 
Sedion  that  occurs,  is,  that  we  are  traders,  that  all  our  power  is  die 
confequence  of  oiir  wealth,  and  our  wealth  the  produ&of  our  trade. 
It  is  well  known,  that  trade  can  only  be  purfued  under  Ac  Jecurity 
of  peace  ;  that  a  nation  which  has  a  larger  commerce,  muft  make 
war  on  difadvantageous  terms  againft  one  that  has  leis ;  as  of  two 
contiguous  countries,  the  more  fruitful  has  moft  to  fear  from  im 
invafion  by  its  neighbour. 

It  is  vifible  likewife  to  any  man  who  confiders  the  fituation  of 
Britain,  that  there  is  no  nation  by  which  our  trade  can  ijn  time  cf 
war  be  fo  much  obftrufted  as  by  France,  of  which  the  coafts  are 
bppofitft  to  ours,  and  which  can  fend  out  fmall  veflels,  and  fH^e 
our  merchants  in  the  mouths  of  our  harbours,  or  in  the  channel  of 
Which  we  boaft  the  Sovereignty :  and  all  thofe  who  have  heard  or 
tead  of  Ac  laft  war,  'm  which  wt  gained  fo  mttch  bonotud  ^tnd  fe 

little 


A*  *74*-3*]  T   K    E       A   R   M-.Y.  ^00 

litde  advantage,  know  tbat  the  privateers  of  PxjfiQC^  i^Mred  iK^moiae 
tban  its  navies  or  its  armies ;  and  that  a  thoufand  vidoriet.  on  the 
coiitiileht»  where  we  #ere  otil  j  contending  for  the  rights  of  others, 
VMcc  a  ytry  fiajsU  recompenoe  for  the  obftrudtion  of  our  comnierpCL; 
nor  can  he  feel  much  tenderneft  for  mankind,  who  would  purchale 
bj  the  ruin  and  diftrefs  of  a  thoufand  &milies,  induftrious  and  inno- 
cent, the  momentary  feftivity  of  a  triumph^  pr  the  idle  glare  of  ^la 
ilhimtnatipn^ 

Yet,  my  Lcords,  this  nation,  hovi^ever  jealous  for  its  commerce,  fs 
about  to  engage  in  a  war,  in  a  war  with  the  only  ftate  by  whi«^ 
ou/commeroe  can  W  impaired ;  it  is  iibout  to  fuppoit  new  arinies 
on  the  continent  without  allies,  and  without  treafvro. 

That  we  are  without  treafure,  and  that  our  trade,  by  which  oaty 
our  funds  can  be  fupplied,  has  lately  been  very  much  dimtniflied,  is 
too  eafy  to  prove  in  oppofitton  to  the  fpeetous  difplay  which  the 
noble  Lord,  who  fpoke  laft,  has  been  pteafed  to  make  ci  the  ei^iha- 
ran^e  of  our  wealth* 

If  the  abiHidance  of  our  riches  be  fuch  as  it  has  been  reptefeQtad^ 
why  ate  no  meafunss  formed  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debta? 
of  which  no  man  vrill  lay,  that  they  are  not  in  theififelves  acahi- 
mity,  and  the  fource  of  many  calamities  yet  greater ;  of  which  it 
cannot  be  denied,  that  they  multiply  dependance  by  which  our  coi^- 
ftitution  may  fometimes  be  endangered.  Why  are  thofe  debts  not 
only  unpaidj  but  increafed  by  annual  additions  to  fuch  a  height,  that 
the  payment  of  them  muft  foon  become  defperate,  and  the  public 
fuik  uadfjT  the  burthen  i 

That  our  trade,  my  Lords,  and  by  confequenc^  our  weirith,  is 
•«f  lat6  dtminifhed,  may  be  proved  beyond  controverfy,  even  to  thofc 
whofe  intereft  it  is  not  to  believe  it,  and  upon  whom,  therefore,  it 
cannot  be  expend,  that  arguments  will  have  a  great  efied.  The 
produce  of  the  cuftoms  was  the  laft  year  lefs  by  half  a  miUion  than 
the  mean  revenue ;  and  as  our  cuftoms  muft  always  bear  a  certain 
proportion  to  trade,  we  may  form  an  indi4>tttable  eftimate  from  them 
ef  its  increafe  or  its  decline. 

The  riije  of  our  flocks,  my  Lords,  ia  fuch  a  proof  of  riches,  as 
dropfical  tumours  art  of  health ;  it  fliews  not  the  circulation,  bat 
the  Aagnsition  of  our  money  i  and  though  it  may  flatter  us  with  a 
^  appearance  of  plenty  for  a  time,  wiU  ioon  prove,  that  at  is  bosh 

X  3  the 
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the'  dfeft  tnd  eauib  of  (ioverty,  and  wiQ  end  in  weaknefe  ai^i 

dfcftniSton. 

When  commerce  fiouriihes,  when  itt  profit  is  certain  and  fecure, 
men  will  employ  ^heir  money  in  the  exchange  of  commodities,  by 
which  greater  advantage  may  be  gained,  than  by  putting  it  into  the 
{lands  of  brokers ;  but  when  every  {hip  is  in  danger  of  being  inter- 
cepted by  privateers,  and  the  infurer  divides  the  profit  of  every 
toyap  with  tl)e  merchant,  it  is  natural  to  choofe  a  fafier,  though  a 
left  profitable  traffic  i  and  rather  to  treaTure  money  in  the  fitnds,  than 
expofe  it  on  the  ocean. 

But,  my  Lords,  the  minifters  themfelves  have  fufficiently  declared 
Aeir  opinion  of  the  ftate  of  the  national  wealth,  by  the  method 
which  they  have  taken  to  raife  thofe  fupplies  of  which  they  boaft  widi 
how  great  facility  they  are  raifed. 

When  they  found  that  n^w  expences  required  new  taxes,  it  waa 
lieceflary  to  examine  wba^  could  be  taxed,  or  upon  which  part  of 
the  nation  any  other  burthens  could  be  laid  without  immediate  ruin. 
•  ^They  turned  over  the  catalogue  of  all  our  manufa^ures,  and  found, 
diat-fcarcely  any  of  the  conveniencies,  or  even  xhe  neceflaries  of  life, 
were  without  an  impoft.  They  examined  all  the  daffes  of  our 
•traders,  and  readily  difcovered,  that  the  greateft  number  of  thofe 
who  endeavoured  to  fupport  themfelves.  by  honeft  induftry,  were 
ftrugg^ing  with  poverty,  and  fcarcely  able  to  provide  to-day  what 
would  be  neceflary  to-morrow.  They  faw  our  prifons  crouded  with 
debtors,  and  our  papers  filled  with  the  names  of  bankrupts,  of 
whom  many  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  mifcarried  without -idlenefsy 
extravagance,  or  folly. 

They  faw,  therefore,  my  Lords,  that  induftry  muft  fink  under  any 
•r  addition  to  its  load,  a  confideration  which  could  afford  no  proof  of 
the  abundance  of  our  wealth.  They  faw  that  our  commodities  would 
be  no  longer  manufadured,  if  their  taxes  were  increafed$  and 
therefore  ic  was  neceflary  to  raife  money  by  fome  other  method, 
fince  all  thofe  which  have  been  hitherto  pra&ifed  were  precluded* 

This,  my  Lords,  was  no  e^fy  tafk ;  but  however  difficult,  it  has 
been  adcompliihed  ;  and  to  dibfe  great  politicians  maft  poftcrity  be 
indebted  for  a  newfchemexf  fupplying  the  expences  of  a  war. 

In  the  time  of  the  late  miniftry  it  had  been  obfervcd,  that  drunk- 
ennefs  .was  b^ome  a  .ylce.alniDft  uoiverfaL  among  the  cpmnian 
people )  and  that  as  the  liquor  wfalch  they  generally  drank  was  fuch 

that 


A.  i74ft«3*]  T  41  X    A  It  M  r;  ji%^ 

thft  they  could  deftroy  ,th^r  reafon  by  a  fmall  quantity,  and  at  a. 
fmaXL  expence,  the  confequence  of  general  drunkennefs  was  genend 
idleneis;  fince  no  man  would  work  any  longer  than  was  necefiary 
to  lay  him  afleep,  for  the  remaining  part  of  the  day.  They  remarked 
likewife,  that  the  liquor  which  they  generally  drank  was  to  the  laft, 
degree  pernicious  to  healthy  and  deftru£live  of  that  corporeal  vigour. 
by  which  the  bufinefs  of  liife  is  to  be  carried  on ;  and  a  law  was. 
therefore  made,  by  which  it  was  intended  that  this  fpecies  of  de-. 
bauchery,  fo  peculiarly  fatal,  fliould  be  prevented. 

Againft  the  end  of  this  law  no  man  has  hitherto  made  the»leai| 
obje^on  y  no  one  has  dared  to  iignalize  himfelf  as  an  open  advo-, 
cate  for  vice,  or  attempted  to  prove  that  drunkennefs  was  not  inju*» 
rious  to  fociety,  and  contrary  to  the  true  ends  of  human  being.  The 
encouragement  of  wickednefs  of  this  (hameful  kind,  wickednefs 
equally  contemptible  and  hateful,  was  refcrved  for  the  preient  mi- 
niftry,  who  are  now  about  to  (upply  thofe  funds  which  they  have, 
cxhaufted  by  idle  prcgeds  and  romantic  expeditions,  at  the  expence. 
of  health  and  virtue  ;  who  have  difcovered  a  method  of  recruiting 
armies  by  the  deftru£tion  o^  their  fellow-fubjeds  \  and  while  they 
boaft  themfelves  the  aflertors  of  liberty,  are  endeavouring  to  cnflave 
us  by  the  introduction  of  thofe  vices,  which  in  all  countries,  and  ii^ 
every  age,  have  made  way  for  defpqtic  power. 

Even  this  expedient,  my  Lords,  muft  in  a  fhort  time  fail  them  | 
tbe  produ^  of  vice  as  well  as  of  commerce  muft  in  time  be  ex- 
baufted  ^  and  what  then  will  remain  ?  The  honeft  and  induftrious 
muft  feel  the  weight  of  fome  new  impofition,  which  the  fagacity  of 
experienced  oppreffion  may  find  means  to  lay  upon  them ;  they  will 
tbeo  firft  find  the  benefit  of  this  new  law,  fince  they  m^y,  by  the 
uie  ^  thofe  liquors  which  are  indulged  them,  put  a  fpeedy  end  to 
that  life  which  they  Vnade  unable  to  fupport. 

The  means  by  which  the  expences  of  oqr  prefent  deiigns  are  to 
be  fupported,  fuch  means,  my  Lords,  as  were  never  yet  pra£lifed  by 
any  ftate,  however  exhaufted,  or  however  endangered,  means  which 
%  mk  nation  would  fcarcely  ufe  to  repel  an  invader  from  the  capital, 
or  to  raiie  works  to  keep  ofF  a  general  inundation,  raife  yet  ftronger 
motions  of  indignation,  when  it  is  confidered  for  what  defigns  thefc 
c^pen^es  are  required^ 

We  are  now,  my  Lprds,  raiCng  aripics,  ar^d  h>f  ing  auxiliaries,  for 
tn  e;(pedition  of  which  no  neceffity  cai^  bf  difcvvered^  and  from 
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which  neither  honour  nor  advantage  can  be  expcSted ;  we  are  About 
to  ferce  from  the  people  the  laft  retaiiains  of  their  property,  and  t^ 
barafs  with  exadions  thoi^  who  are  already  languHhtng  with  po- 
verty ;  not  for  the  prefcrvation  of  our  liberty,  or  the  defence  of  our 
country,  but  for  the  fupport  of  the  Pragmatic  Sanftion,  for  the  exe- 
cution of  a  very  unjuft  fchctne  formed  by  the  late  King,  to  which 
be  purchased  at  different  times,  on  different  emergencies^  the  con- 
currence of  other  powers ;  but  to  which  he  foiled  to  put  the  laft  lea! 
of  confirmation,  perhaps  in  hopes  of  a  mak-heir,  and  left  the  defign. 
Which  he  had  iblong  and  To  induftrioufly  laboured,  to  be  at  laft 
completed  by  die  kindncfs  of  his  allies ;  having  by  an  unfucce6fiil 
war  againft  die  Turks,  exhaufied  his  trcafure,  and  weakened  his 
troops. 

Whether  we  (hall  now  engage  in  diis  defign ;  whether  we  flndl,  for 
the  defence  of  the  Pragmatic  San6Kon,  begin  another  war  on  l&e 
continent,  of  which  the  duration  cannot  be^ determined,  the  expence 
cftimated,  or  the  event  forefeen ;  whether  we  fliaH  contend  at  once 
with  all  the  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  and  entangle  ourielves 
in  a  labyrinth  of  different  fchemts ;  whether  we  tiiall  provoke  France 
to  interrupt  oar  commerce,  and  invade  our  colonies,  and  flsnd 
without  the  affiftancc  of  a  finglc  ally  againft  thofe  powers  that  lately 
fet  almoft  ail  Europe  at  defiance,  is  now  to  be  determined  by  your 

Lordships.  . 

It  can  fcarc^Iy  be  expeSed,  that  the  French  will  treat  us  only  as 
auxiliaries,  and  faiisfy  themfelvcs  with  attacking  us  only  where  they 
find  themfelvcs  oppofed  by  us:  they  will  undoubtedly,  my  Lords, 
Confidcr  us  as  principals,  fince  they  can  fufFer  little  more  by  de- 
claring war  againft  us. 

Thefe,  my  Lords,  are  the  dangers  to  be  feared  from  the  meafures 
which  we  arc  now  perfuaded  to  purfue  ;  but  peHliaded  by  arguments 
which,  in  my  opinion^  ought  to  have  very  little  influence  upon  us, 
and  which  have  not  yet  been  able,  however  artfully  or  «ealoufly 
enforced,  to  prevail  upon  the  Dutch  to  unite  with  us. 

It  has,  indeed,  been  afTerted,  that  the  Dutch  appear  inclined  to 
^ffift  us :  but  of  that  inclination  ftfonger  proofs  ought  fiirely  16  be 
produced,  before  we  take  auxitiartes  ^nto  pay,  and  tranfport  troops 
into  another  country,  which  has  been  fo  oftwi  reprefented  to  hattf 
been  rarfed  for  the  defence  of  their  own^  or  coile^money  from  the 
public  by  the  propagation  of  ^icfccdncfi.  .        • 

Of 


Of  this  lavoiirahle  inclinaticm  in  the  Dutch  I  am  the  more  doubt^^ 
Ally  becaufe  it  it  contrary  to  the  expe6btions  of  all  mankin<?,  and 
to  the  maxims  bjr  which  they  have  generally  regulated  their  conduct* 
There  have  been  many  late  inftances  of  their  patient  fitbmiffion  to 
the  tiivafion  of  privfleges  to  which  they  have  thougltf  themfdves 
entitled,  and  of  their  preference  of  peace,  though  (ometimeB  pur- 
cha&d  with  the  Ipfs  of  honour ;  or,  what  may  be  fuppofed  to  touch 
a  Dutchman  much  more  nearly,  of  profit,  to  the  dtvaflation  and 
cxpcnce  and  hazards  of  war ;  and  it  can  hardly  be  fuppofed  by  any 
who  know  their  charaAer,  that  they  will  be  more  zealous '  for  the 
rights  of  others  than  for  their  own ;  or  that  they  will,  for  the  fupport 
•f  tile  Queen  of  Hungary,  facrifice  that  fecurity  and  tranquillity 
which  they  have  preferred  at  the  expeqce  of  their  commerce  ^t  omi 
(tme,  and  by  pafBve  fubmiffion  to  infults  at  another. 
-  Thait  a  nation  like  this,  my  Lords,  vAU  in  the  quarrel  of  another 
^^S^S^  lA  any  but  moderate  frieafures,  is  not  to  be  expeAed :  it  it 
aot  improbable,  that  they  may  endeavour  by  embafiles'  atid  negocia^^ 
Ams  to  adjuft  the  prefent  difputes,  or  offer  their  mediation  to  the 
contending  powers ;  but  I  am  very  far  from  imagining,  that  they 
will  find  in  themietves  any  difpofition  to  raife  armies,  or  equip  fleets, 
Aat  they  will  endanger  the  barrier  wKich  has  been  fo  dearly  pur- 
chaied,  or  expofe  thcmfelves  to  the  hazards  and  terrors  of  a  French 
war  J  and  am,  therefore,  inclined  to  believe,  that  if  any  tendency 
towards  fiich  meafures  now  appears,  it  is  only  the  efkSt  of  the  pre- 
fent heat  of  feme  vehement  declaimers,  or  the  fecret  machination 
of  Ibme  artful  projectors  among  them,  who  have  formed  chimericai 
plans  of  a  new  fyftem  of  Europe,  and  have  hi  their  imaginations 
fegiTated  the  diftribution  of  dominion  and  power,  or  who  perhaps 
have  diminilhed  ^eir  patrimonies  by  negligence  and  extravagance^ 
and  hope  to  repair  them  in  times  of  confufion,  and  to  glean  part  of 
that  harveft  of  treafure  which  the  public  mud  be  obliged  to  yield  in 
time  of  war.  I  am  ftill  inclined  to  fodieve,  that  the  true  intereft  of 
die  republic  will  be  confulted,  that  policy  will  prevail  over  intrigue, 
and  that  only  moderate  meafures  will  %  purfued  by  the  general 
council  of  the  States. 

Moderate  meafures,  my  Lords,  if  not  always  the  mod  honourable 
in  the  opinion  of  minds  vitiated  by  falfe  notions  of  grandeur,  are  at 
leaft  always  the  moft  fafe ;  arid  are,  therefore,  eligible  at  leaft,  till 
the  fcene  of  affairs  begins  to  open,  and  die  fucce&  of  a  roofe 

vigorous 
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vigorous  condu£l  may  with  fome  degree  of  certamty  be  forektx>wn ; 
and  it  muft  at  leaft  be  thought  imprudent  for  tbofe  to  hazard  much 
who  can  gain  nothing,  and  therefore  it  will  not  be  eafy  to  affign  any 
reafon  that  may  juftify  our  condud  on  the  prefent  occafion. 

It  is  not  improbable,  my  Lords,  that  thofe  who  have  now  obtained 
the  dire&ion  of  our  afiairs,  may  be  influenced  by  the  general  difap- 
probation  which  the  Britifh  people  (hewed  of  the  pacific  condud  of 
the  late  miniftry,  and  may  have  refolved  to  endeavour  after  applaafe^ 
by  ihewing  more  ipirit  and  aSi vity.  But,  my  Lords,  of  two  oppofite. 
ichemes  it  is  not  impoi&ble^at  both  may  be  wrong,  and  that  the 
middle  way  only  may  be  fafc ;  nor  is  it  uncommon  for  tbofe  who 
are  precipitately  flying  from  one  extreme,  to  ru(h  blindly  upon 
another. 

But  our  miniftry,  my  Lords,  have  found  out  a  method  of  com- 
plicating errors  which  noAs  of  their  predeceflTors,  however  ftig* 
matized  for  ignorance  and  abfurdity,  have  hitherto  been  able  to 
attain  ;  they  have  been  able  to  reconcile  the  extremes  of  folly,  and 
to  endanger  the  public  intereft  at  the  fame  time,  by  inadivity  and 
romantic  temerity. 

No  accufation  againft  the  late  miniftry  was  more  general^  move 
atrocious,  or  more  adapted  to  incenfe  the  people,  than  that  of 
negle£king  the  war  againft  Spain  :  this  was  the  fubjeS  of  all  the  in* 
vedlives  which  were  vented  agaii^ft  them  in  the  Senate,  or  difperfcd 
among  the  people  -,  for  this  they  were  charged  with  a  fecrct  confe*-^ 
deracy  againft  their  country,  with  difregard  of  its  commerce  and  its 
arms,  and  with  a  defign  to  ruin  the  nation  for  no  other  end  thaa  to 
punifii  the  merchants. 

To  this  accufation,  my  Lords,  diligently  propagated,  ^w3-» 
lingly  received,  and,  to  confefs  the  truth,  confirmed  by 
fome  appearances,  do  thofe  owe  their  power,  who  now  prclide 
over  the  affairs  of  the  nation  j  and  it  might,  therefore,  have  beeo 
hoped,  that  by  their  promotion,  one  of  our  grievances  would  have 
been  taken  away,  and  that  at  leaft  the  war  againft  Spain  would  bav^ 
been  vigoroufly  profecutcd. 

But  this  miniftry,  my  Lords,  have  only  furnifhed  a  new  inftauce 
of  the  credulity  of  mankind,  of  the  delufton  of  outward  appearances, 
and  of  the  folly  of  hoping  with  too  great  ardour  for  any  event,  and 
of  trufting  any  man.  with  too  great  confidence.  No  fooner  were 
they  poiTelTed  of  the  power  to  which  their  ambition  had  fo  loi^  aipired, 

and 
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and  of  the  falaries  which  had  with  fo  much  eagerneft  been  coveted 
by  their  avarice>  than  they  forgot  the  complaints  of  the  merchants^ 
the  value  of  commerce,  the  honour  of  the  Britlfb  flag,  the  danger 
of  our  American  territories,  and  the  great  importance  of  the  war 
with  Spain,  and  contented  themfelves  with  ordering  convoys  for  our 
merchants,  inftead  of  deftroying  (he  enemy  by  whom  they  axe 
nu4efted. 

The  fleets  which  are  floating  from  one  coaft  to  another  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  which  fometimes  firike  terror  into  the  harm* 
Icis  inhabitants  of  an  open  coaft,  or  threaten,  but  only  threaten, 
deftrudion  to  an  unfortified  town,  I  am  very  far  from  confidering  as 
armaments  fitted  out  againft  the  Spaniards,  who  neither  feel  nor  fear 
any  great  iifury  from  them :  their  trade  may  be,  indeed,  fomewhat 
impeded  j  but  that  inconvenience  is  amply  compenfated  by  their  de« 
predations  upon  4>ur  merchants :  their  navies  may  be  confined  to 
their  own  ports  or  to  thofe  of  France }  but  thcfe  navies  are  not 
Tery  neceflary  to  th^,  fince  they  aie  not  fufficiently  powerful  to 
oppofe  us  on  the  ocean ;  and  therefore  they  who  are  thus  confined* 
fuflS^r  lefs  than  thofe  who  confine  them.  We  have,  indeed,  the 
empty  pleafure  of  feeing  ourfelves  Lords  of  the  fea,  and  of  ihakiiig 
the  coafts  with  vollies  of  our  cannon ;  but  we  purchafe  the  triumph 
at  a  very  high  price,  and  (hall  find  ourfelves  in  time  weakened  by  a 
uleleb  oftentation  of  fuperiority. 

The  only  parts  of  the  Spaniih  dominions  in  which  they  can  re* 
ceive  any  hurt  from  our  forces,  are  thofe  countries  which  they  pofie& 
in  America,  and  from  which  they  receive  the  gold  and  filver  which 
inflame  their  pride,  and  incite  them  to  infult  nations  more  powerful 
than  themfelves.  By  feizing  any  part  of  thofe  wealthy  regions,  we 
(ball  flop  the  fpuntain  of  their  treafure,  reduce  them  to  immediate 
penury,  and  compel  them  to  folicit  peace  upon  any  conditions  that 
we  ihall  condefcend  to  offer  them* 

The  neceffity  of  invading  tbefe  countries,  my  Lords,  was  per* 
(eSdy  underftood,  and  very  diftinAIy  explained,  when  the  forces 
deftined  for  that  expedition  were  delayed,  and  when  the  attempt  at  Car- 
diagena  mifcarried  ;  nothing  was  more  pathetical  than  the  complaints 
of  the  patriots,  who  fpared  no  labour  to  inform  either  the  Senate  or 
the  nation  of  the  advantages  which  fuccefs  would  have  procured. 
But  vrtiat  metfures  have  been  taken  to  repair  our  lofTes,  or  to  regam 

our 
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our  honour ;  or  wKat  new  fchemes  have  been  fermed  for  inakuigan 
attack  more  forcible  upon  fome  weaker  part  i 

Every  one  can  remember,  that  the  iiiiibayriage  of  that  enterpritt 
>Kras  imputed  not  to  its  difficulty,  nor  to  die  courage  of  the  Spaniards, 
tior  to  the  ftrength  of  their  works,  but  to  the  unikiifitlneis  of  our 
officers,  and  the  impropriety  of  the  feaibn  j  and  it  was,  therefore, 
without  doubt  thought  not  impoffible  to  attack  the  Spanifli  colonics 
vith  fuccefs ;  but  why  then,  my  Lords,  have .  they  hitherto  taSkxci 
the  Spaniards  to  difcipline  their  troops,  and  Afengtfaen  their  worbat 
Jelfure,  that  at  length  they  may  fecurdy  fet  us  at  defiauce,  and  ploo- 
4er  our  merchants  without  fear  of  vengeance  ? 

Thus,  my  Lords,  has  our  real  intereft  been  negle&ed  in  parfuit 
iiot  of  any  odier  fcheme  of  equal  advantage,  but  of  tHfe*  empty  tide 
«>f  the  arbiters  of  Europe  ;  we  have  fuffcaredour  trade  to  be  deftrojed, 
and  our  country  impoveriflied  for  the  bkt  «f  holding  the  baknue  if 
fifwer^  tt^zt  variable  baIarK:e,  in  which  folly  and  ambitian  are  perpe- 
tually changing  the  weights^  and  which  neither  policy  nor  ftrength 
could  yet  preferve  fteady  for  a  fuigle  year. 

In  the  profecution  of  this  idle  fcheme,  we  are  about  to  violaieili 
the  maxims  of  wifdom,  and  perhaps  of  juftice;  we  are  about  to 
^deftroy  the  end  by  the  means  which  we  make  ufe  of  to  promote  it, 
to  endanger  our  country  more  by  attemptii^  to  hiiider  die  chaaget 
which  are  projedied  in  Europe,  than  their  accompliflunent  wfll  ea- 
-danger  it,  and  to  deliver  up  ourfelves  to  France  ^fore  flie  mak^ 
amy  demand  of  fubmiffion  from  us. 

If  any  excufe  could  be  made  for  expeditions  fo  likely  to  ^  ifl 
ruin,  it  rauft  be  diat  juftice  required  them  ;  and  that  if  we  fufe,ae 
at  leafi  fuffer  in  fupport  of  right,  and  in  an  honefl  endeavoaf  tt> 
promote  the  execution  of  the  great  laws  of  moral  equity  $  that  if  ae 
£iil  of  fuccefs,  we  (hall  always  have  die  confolation  of  having  ineMt 
well,  and  of  having  deferved  thofe  victories  which  we  cquM  not  gsia* 

But,  upon  an  impartial  furvey  of  the  caufe  in  which  we  zttffini 

to  engage,  and  on  which  we  are  about  to  hasard  our  own  Itfffi- 

aefs,  and  that  of  our  pofterity,  I  can  difcover  no  fach  apparent  jufboi 

on  the  fide  of  the  Q^een  of  Hungary,  as  oug^t  to  incite  difitotifl- 

tions  to  efpoufe  her  quarrel,  to  raife  arniiea  in  her  &vour,  to  coo- 

fider  her  caufe  as  that  of  human  nature,  and  to  profecute  tbofc  int 

invade  her  territories,  as  the  enenyes  of  general  fociety* 

Tke 
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The  Pragmatic  San£tionY  ^y  Lords,  by  which  fhe  claims  all  the  « 
hereditary  dominions  of  her  family,  cannot  change  the  nature  of  right 
and  wrong,  nor  invalidate  any  claim  before  fubfifting,  unlefs  by  the 
confent  of  the  prince  by  whom  it  was  made.  The  £le£lor  of  BavariA- 
may  therefore  urge  in  his  own  deience,  that  by  the  elder  fiftec  he  ha;% 
a  clear  and  indifpuuble  right,  a  right  from  which  he  never  receded^ 
as  he  never  concurred  in  the  Pragmatic  Sandion ;  he  may  therefor^ 
charge  this  illuftrious  princels,  for  whom  fo  many  troops  are  raifed^ 
and  for  whom  fo  much  blood  is  about  to  be  ihed,  with  ufurpatioo^ 
with  detention  of  the  dominions  ot  other  potentates,  and  with  ad^ 
obftinate  afiertion  of  a  falfe  tide. 

That  the  Pragmatic  Sandion  is  generally  underftood  to  be  unjuft^ 
appears  fufEciently  from  the  condu<!:'l  of  thofe  powers  who,  though 
engaged  by  folemn  ftipulations  to  fupport  it,  yet  look  unconcerned 
on  the  violation  of  it^  and  appear  convinced,  that  the  princes  wha 
are  now  dividing  among  themfelves  the  Auftrian  dominions,  pro- 
duce claims  which  cannot  be  oppofed  without  a  manifeft  disregard  of 
jttftice. 

The  preCenfions  of  thefe  princes  ought  indeed  to  have  been  more 
attentively  confidered,  when  this  guaranty  was  firft  deipanded ;  for 
it  is  evident,  that  either  no  fuch  compad  ought  to  have  been  made, 
or  that  it  ought  now  to  be  obferved ;  and  that  thefe  who  now  juftify 
the  neglefl  of  it,''  by  urging  its  injufiice,  ought  to  have  refufed  ac-» 
ceffion  to  it  for  the  faiAe  reafon.  But  it  is  probable,  that  they  will 
urge  in  their  defence,  what  cannot  eafily  be  confuted,  that  their  con-^ 
fent  was  obtained  by  mifrcprefentations  $  and  that  he  who  has  pro- 
niiied  to  do  any  thing  on  the  fuppofttion  that  it  is  right,  is  not. bound 
by  that  promife,  when  he  has  difcovered  it  to  be  wrong* 

But  thougjl  juftice  may,  my  Lords,  be  pretended,  I  am  far  from 
doubting,  that  policy  has  in  reality  fupplied  the  motives  upotk^  which 
thefe  powers  proceed.  Since  the  world  is  evidently  governed  more 
by  intereft  than  virtue,  I  think  it  notunreafonable  to  imagine,  that 
they  form  their  meafures  according  to  their  own  expe£lations  of  ad« 
vantage  }  and  as  I  do  not  believe  our  countrymen  diflinguilhedfrom 
the  reft  of  mankind,  by  any  peculiar  difregard  of  themfidves,  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  examine,  even  in  this  place,  whether  by  rcftoring 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria  t^  its  ancient  greatneis,  we  fhall  promote  our 
own  happin^fs,  or  that  «f  the  empire,  or  of  the  reft- of  Europe. 


To  ourfelves,  my  Lords,  I  do  not  fee  what  affiftance  can  be  given 
in  time  of  danger  by  this  Houie^  however  powerful^  or  however 
friendly ;  for  I  fuppofe  we  lhall  never  fuffer  it  to  grow  powerful  by 
lea  as  well  as  by  land,  and  by  fea  only  can  we  receive  benefits  or 
injuries. 

,  What  advantages  the  reft  of  Europe  may  promife  themfelves  from 
Ac  reftoration  of  the  Auftrian  power,  may  be  learned,  my  Lords^ 
from  the  hiftory  of  the  great  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth,  who  for 
many  years  kept  the  world  in  continual  alarms,  ranged  from  nation 
to  nation  with  inceflant  and  infatiable  ambition,  made  war  only  for 
the  extinftion  of  the  Proteftant  religion,  and  employed  his  power  and 
his  abilities  in  harailing  the  neighbouring'princes,  and  difturbing  the 
tranquillity  of  mankind. 

Nor  did  his  fucceflbrs,  my  Lords,  though  weakened  by  the  dtvilioii 
^f  his  dominions,  enjoy  their  power  with  greater  moderation,  or 
exert  it  to  better  purpofes.  It  is  well  known,  that  they  endeavoured 
the  fubvcrfion  of  both  the  liberties  and  religion  of  the  fubordiaate 
ftatcs  of  the  empire,  and  that  the  great  King  of  Sweden  was  called 
into  Germany,  as  well  for  the  prefervation  of  th«  Proteftant  religion, 
as  of  the  rights  of  the  ele^rs. 

This,  my  Lords,  is  fo  generally  known  and  confefled,  that  Puflen-* 
dorf,  the  beft  writer  on  the  German  confticution,  has  declared  it 
diiadvantageous  to  the  empire  to  place  at  its  head  a  prince  too  power* 
ful  by  his  hereditary  dominions,  fince  they  will  always  furniflh  him 
with  force  to  opprefi  the  weaker  princes;  and  it  is  not  often  found, 
that  he  who  h^  the  power  to  opprefs,  is  reftrained  by  principles  of 
juftice. 

It  appears  therefore  to  me,  my  Lords,  that  the  late  deiSion  of  an 
Emperor  was  .made  with  fudicient  regard  to  the  genctil  good  ;  and 
that  therefore  neither  policy  nor  equity  oblige  us  to  aA  in  a  manner 
difierent  from  the  other  powers  who  are  joined  in  the  (iim^  engage* 
ments,  of  whom  I  do  not  learn  by  any  of  the  common  chamiels  of 
intelligence,  that  any  of  them  intend  the  fupport  of  the  Pragmatic 
Sanation :  for  no  newfpaper  or  pamphlet  has  yet  informed  us,  that 
any  of  the  other  powers  are  hiring  auxiliaries,  or  regulating  the  oiarch 
cf  their  troops,  or  making  any  uncommon  preparations,  which  may 
foretoken  an  expedition  againft  the  Emperor  or  his  allieSt 

Yet,  my  Lords,  they  are  not  reftrained  from  attacking  the  Emperor 
»by  fo  ftrong  objcdions  as  may  be  made  to  the  prefent  defign ;  for 

they 
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they  owe  him  no  obedience  as  their  Sovereign^  nor  have  contributed 
to  the  acquifition  of  his  honours;  they  have  not,  like  his  Majj?fty, 
given  their  votes  for  his  exaltation  to  the  imperial  feat,  nor  have 
acknowledged  his  right  by  granting  him  an  aid.  They  might,  there* 
fore,  without  charge  of  difloyalty  or  inconfiftency,  endeavour,  to  de- 
throne him  i  but  how  his  Majefty  can  engage  in  any  fuch  defignt 
after  having  sealoufly  promoted  his  advancement,  and  confirmed  his 
cle^ion  by  the  ufual  acknowledgment,  I  am  not  able  to  underftand* 

It  is  evident,  that  the  King  of  Pruffia  believes  himfelf  reftrained 
by  his  own  a£b,  and  thinks  it  abfurd  to  fight  againft  an  Emperor 
who  obtained  the  throne  by  his  choice ;  he  ther^ore  has,  with  his 
ufual  wiidom,  refufed  to  engage  in  the  confederacy,  nor  have  either 
promiies  or  conceffions  been  able  to  obtain  more  from  him  than  a 
bare .  neutrality. 

Whether  indeed  any  more  than  a  neutrality  be  intended  even  by 
this  pompous  armament,  for  which  we  are  now  required  to  provide, 
I  may  be  allowed  to  doubt }  fmce  the  troops  that  are  hired  at  fo  high 
a  rate  are  fuch  as  cannot  zSt  againft  the  enemies  of  the  Queen  of 
.Hungary,  without  breach  of  the  imperial  conftitutions. 

It  has  been  already  juftly  obferved  in  this  debate,  that  when  the 
Emperor  has  obtained  from  the  Diet  an  aid  of  fifty  months,  that  2& 
is  confidered  as  an. authentic  recognition  of  his  title;  nor  can  any 
of  the  German  princes  aftervrards  make  war  againft  him,  without 
fubje^ng  his  dominions  to  the  imperial  interdid,  and  lofing  the  pri- 
vileges of  his  fovereignty. 

That  the  prefent  Emperor  has  already  received  this  acknowledge* 
aaent>  and  been  confeiTed  by  his  Majefty,  as  Elector  of  Hanover,  to 
be  legally  invefted  with  the  imperial  dignity,  is  well  known ;  and 
therefore  I  cannot  by  any  method  of  reafoning  difcovcr,  nor  have 
yet  found  any  man  able  to  inform  me,  why  the  troops  erf"  Hanover 
are  d^ien  before  thofe  of  any  other  nation,  for  a  defign  which  they 
cannot  execute  without  ruining  their  Sovereign  if  they  fail ;  and 
infringing  the  conftitudon  of  the  empire,  if  they  ftiould  happeA  to 
iucceed  i 

I  ibould  therefore  have  imagined,  that  the  afliftance  of  the  Queen 
^  Hungary  was  only  pretended,  and  that  the  forces  were  only  de- 
figned  to  breathe  the  air  of  the  continent,  and  to  difplay  their  fcarlet 
ml  the  expence  of  Britain,  had  not  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  third 
io  this  debate  informed  us,  that  they  will  in  jreality  march  into  Ger* 

many ; 
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iMny.;  a  defign,  my  Lords,  (b  Tomantic,  unfeafimiMes  and  danger** 
ous,  that  though  I  cannorddubt  it  after  fuch  aflbfancca,  I  (houtd  not 
bavc  b^liovect  it  on  any  other  -,  a  deiign  whiek  I  hope  every  raao 
who  regards  the  wel&re  of  this  kingdom  will  indebtigaUy  oppofe, 
and  which  every  Briton  muft  wifli  tbac  ibme  lucky  accident  may 
frufiratc*. 

To  fend  an  army  into  Germany,  my  Lords^  is  to  haaard  our  native 
eoitntry  without  neceffity,  without  temptation,  without  pro(pe&  or 
poffibility  of  advantage;  it  is  to  engage  in  a  quarrel  which  has  no 
relation  to  our  dominions,  or  rights,  or  commerce  ;  a  quarrel  from 
iNriiich,  however  |f  be  decided,  wt  can  neither  hope  for  any  iocreaie 
of  our  wealth,  our  force,  oi  our  influence ;  but  wbicli  may  involn 
us  in  a  war  without  end,  in  which  it  will  be  difikuk  to  obtain  tiie 
vi(!^ry,  and  in  which,  we  muft  yet  either  conquer  or  be  undone. 

Surely,  my  Lords,  zn  expedition  like  this  was  never  undertaken 
before,  without  confulting  the  Senate,  and  declaring  theoiotives  oa 
which  it  was  defigned :  fuiely  never  was  any  fupply  of  this  nature 
demanded,  without  feme  previous  difcoveries  to  this  Houfe  of  the 
importance  of  the  fervice  for  which  they  were  required  to  proTuk. 
On  this  occ^fion,  my  Lords,  all  the  councils  of  the  government  are 
covered  by  a  cloud  oF  affected  fecrecy,  nor  is  any  knowledge  of  oor 
afikirs  to  be  gained,  but  from  papers  which  arc  not  to  be  regarded 
here,  the  printed  votes  of  the  other  Houfe. 

I  am  always,  my  Lords,  inclined  to  fufpcfi  unufual  fecrecy,  aoJ 
to  iaoiglncy  that  men  either  conceal  their  meafiires,  becaufe  they  can- 
not defend  them  ;  or  affed  an  appearance  of  concealing  them,  when 
in  reality  they  have  yet  projeded  nothing,  and  draw  the  veil  with  uff* 
common  care,  only  left  it  fhouM  be  difcovered  that  there  is  nothing 
behind  it  j  as  when  palaces  are  fhewn,  thofe  apartments  whidi  aie 
empty,  are  carefuHy  locked  up. 

To  confefs  my  opinion  without  referve,  I  am  not  fo  much  indine^i 
to  believe,  that  our  minifters  defigns  are  bail,  as  that  they  defign 
nothing ;  and  furpe6l  t)iat  this  mighty  army,  fo  l?viflily  piid*  ^^^ 
collefbd  from  fuch  diftant  parts,  is  to  regulate  its  motions  by  ao* 
cider^t,  and  to  wait  without  attion,  till  fome  change  in  the  few 
of  Europe  (hall  m?ke  it  more  eafy  for  our  minifters  to  form  tbck 
•fchcme. 

r  hope,  my  Lords,  that  by  fome  accident  more  fevoutRbtethan  ^ 

have  at  prefent  reafon  to  cxpcSt,  .our  German  expedlfitoA  will  b^  ^ 
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istfAtij  till  ohf  fhf htifers  fball  aivaken  ftcftA  tteir  pferent  dreini  of 
^litrerittg  Edrope  from  tbt  f  rench  ambitiohj  dnd  of  reftorijig  dte 
ancient  greatnefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria.     I  hope  every  day,  as  it ' 
ittdi  tb  tfieir  expcrrencb,  ^iH  diniiniOi  that  dhloifr  Mich  Is  genehiily 
the  d!%d  of  IfhpcrPSet  iicvtSi  vi^hich  \i  boMmoiil^  faifed  by  partiil 
irtiftfldbfatibiis,  dhd  Bnds  ih  ihcot)fidera€e  undertakings.    I  hope  they 
t^ifl  in  iltnk  tfiintc  it  rid  &AHtitif^t  to  their .  ftllow-fulijeas  to  be 
dboM^d  to  figtit  ih^  hit&QS  of  other  jtf  tiohl,  <nd  to  be  cadled  oot 
into  every  field,  virfiere  th^y  ftall  happen  t^  fae«r  tbsCC  blood  is  to  be 
ibed.    1  ho^e  ih€f  vfrH  k  taogKt,  that  th^  difly  bafine6  of  Britain  is 
toftim^Kre )  ini  tthit  wHtle  oftfr  &r{^  p^  ttnmdkfted,  wt  may  ik  ct 
feafe,  m^atlK^ir  ht  fhe  deflgni  dr  ataiort^  of  the  potentates  on  the  cofi. 
ti^nf ;  draft  none  baf  trivH  po*v^6r  can  endanger  bur  fafet^,  and  that 
U  is  nbt  de^etf^ry  tot  os  io  enquire,  hOv^  fortign  territories  itre 
diftfftuted,  #Hat  fimxly  ap/proachifS  to  its  extiridion,  or  where  «  fOc- 
ceffiyr  WiM  he  found  t6  ariy  ofher  efo«irri  thaiK  dmt  of  Britain. 

If  thefe  maxims  were  once  generally  undernood^  from  how  ttocli 
pei^lex?ty  wtiirftf  ovr  counffeb  be  fet  free  ?  how  many  thoufiinds^  of 
6fut  f^OW-^bjc£Es  4^oMtd  be  pre(erved  from  ftaugiKer  i  and  how 
IHiicH  WOYifd  OU^  weaHS  be  increafed,  by  feving  tfaofe  fum9  whidi  ate 
ftirtf  {qvttHScrei  inf  ?dle  €xfMki6ii%^  or  iti  negotiadons  equally  ufelefs; 
MM  jptthstpr  equally  expihfiv^  i  thi  thefe  prrncifpfesr  been  received  bf 
our  forefatliers,  #e  m^ht  AKM^  faaVe  given  laws  to  the.  w'6rld»  aikd 
fil/hxpi^  bthr  fc4tfitf  #tff  wMi^  equat  reafon  fay.  How  happy,  hbw 
,  prM,-  ancf  fM-nridaiie  th^y  flbMrfd*  have  be^n,  had  not'  we  attempted 
CO  IM  aM  to/ hold  (be  balance  of  power,  antf  negtbded  theintereft  of 
iJnr  cMHtfy  fer  the  pr^fervat?dh  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  ! 

TMa^,-  my  Lord^,  I  i^aV^«nd*avoured  to  explain  and  enforce  mjr 
opiMoh  df  Ae  nteafiires  inr  which  our  minifters  have  engaged  the 
totibti ;  aM  Ki6p<^^  thaT  }  fhail'  nor  be  accufed  of  being  influenced  in 
wttf  dit^ifth wiiWs  by  peribhat  prqudices,  nor  of  having  changed  my 
oi^fhiDirs'^KAi' regard  to  publit  affairs,  in  confequence  of  any  change 
tf  the  ^erfeiM  by  ^hom  they  are  conduced.  For  if  nly  fentiments 
have  ever  been  thought  important  enough  to  be  retained  in  memory, 
J  can,'  wnh'  the  utmol^  confidence,  appesd  to  all  tbofe  who  can  recoi- 
KSt  wKat  P  Bave  fohnei^y  faid,  when  the  ne-eihbtifliment  of  the 
Hbtde-  of  AuOi'ia*  was  the  fybjed  of  our  confiiltations ',  and  defy  the 
ifobft  AgoiMi  arid  attentive  ei^aminer  of  ray  conduct,  to  prove,  that 
lIMfe  diftt  iftt  a^lUmc^  in  #hich  I  tbovghr  it  neceflkry  or  expedient 
•   VrfL.  II.  Y  for 
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(or  the'  Brlcifli  nation  to  be  entangled  in  difputes  on  &e  continent^ 
or  to  employ  her  arms  in  regulating  the  preteniions  of  contendiag 
powers. 

I  was  always  of  opinion>  my  Lords,  that  peace  is  the  moft  elig3>fe 
ftate,  and  that  the  eafe  of  fecurity  is  to  be  preferred  to  the  honour  of 
vidory.  I  always  thought  peace  particularly  neceilary  to  a  trading 
people  i  and  as  I  have  yet  found  no  reafon  to  alter  my  fentiments, 
and  as  auxiliaries  cannot  be  of  any  ufe  but  in  time  of  ^ar,  I  fhaiH  en* 
deavour  to  promote  peace  by  joining  in  the  motion. 

Lord  Cholmondeley  fpoke  to  this  efFe£l : — My  Lords,  Not^ 
withftanding  the  atrocious  charges  which  have  been  urged  with  fo 
much  vehemence  againft  the  miniftry}  notwithftanding  the  foUj 
and  abfurdity  which  fome  Lords  have  imagined  themfelves  to  have 
difcovered  in  the  prefent  meafures,  I  cannot  yet  prevail  upon  myfel^ 
whatever  may  be  my  vSneration  for  their  integtity,  or  my  confidence 
in  their. abilities,  to  approve  the  motion  for  which  they  fo  earneftly 
contend. 

To  comply  with  this  motion,  my  Lords,  would  be,  in  my  opinioat 
to  betray  the  general  caufe  of  mankind,  to  interrupt  the  fuccefs  of 
the  ailerters  of  liberty,  to  give  up  all  the  continent  at  .once  to  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  to  defeat  all  the  meafures  of  our  anceftors  and 
ourfelves,  and  to  invite  the  oppreflbrs  of  mankind  to  extend  their 
claims  of  univerfal  dominion  to  the  ifland  of  Britain. 

Of  the  meafures  which  we  are  now  to  confider,  I  think  the  defence 
at  once  obvious  and  unanfwerable ;  and  (hpuld  advife,  that  inftead  of 
exerting  an  ufelefs  fagacity  in  uncertain  conjedures  on  future  events, 
or  difplaying  unfeafonable  knowledge  by  the  citation  of  audiorities, 
or  the  recolleflion  of  ancient  hStSj  every  Lord  fhould  attentively 
compare  the  ftate  into  which  Europe  was  reduced  foon  after  the  death 
of  the  late  Emperor,  with  that  in  which  it  now  appears;  and  enquire 
to  what  caufes  fuch  fudden  and  important  changes  are^o  be  afcribedf 
He  will  then  eafily  difcover  the  efficacy  of  the  Britifh  meafures ;  and 
be  convinced,  that  nothing  has  been  omitted  which  the  intereli  of  ^ 
nation  required. 

When  I  hear  it  aflccd  by  the  noble  Lord^,  What  tSe&s  have  been 
produced  by  our  armaments  and  expences  i  For  what  end  auxiliaries 
are  hired,  and  why  our  armies  are  tranfportpd  into  Flanders  i  I  can« 
not  but  fufpeS,  my  Lords,  that  this  afieftation  of  ignorance  is  only 
intended  to  irritate  their  opponent?  -,  that  they  fupprefs  fads  with 

wbich 
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•which  they  are  well  acquainted,  only  that  they  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  giving  vent  to  their  paffions^  of  difplaying  their  imagination 
in  artful  reproaches,  and  exercifing  their  eloquence  in  fplendid  decla- 
mations. I  believe  they  hide  what  they  know  where  to  find,  only 
to  obUge  others  to  the  labour  of  producing  it ;  and  aik  queftions^ 
not  becatife  they  want  or  defire  information,  but  becaufe  they  hope 
to  weary  tbofe  whofe  ftations  condemn  them  to  the  tafk  of  anfwering 
them. 

The  efFeds,  my  Lords,  which  the  affiftance  given  by  us  to  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  have  already  produced,  arc  the  recovery  of  one 
kingdom,  and  the  fafety  of  the  reft}  the  excluilon  of  the  Spaniards 
frooi  Italy  on  the  one  part,  and  on  the  other  the  confinement  of  them 
Jn  it^  without  either  the  fupplies  for  war,  or  the  neceiTaries  of  life.   « 

Thdfey  my  Lords,  are  furely  great  advantages ;  but  thefe  are  not 
die  grealeft  whieh  we  have  reafon  to  hope.  Our  vigour  and  cefolu* 
tionhave  atlaft  animated  theDutch'to  fufpend  for  a  time  their  atten- 
tion to  trade  and  money,  and  to  confider  what  they  feldom  much 
regard,  the  ftate  of  other  nations ;  the  moft  rich  and  powerful  of  their 
provinces  have  already  determined  to  concur  in  the  re*eftablifhment 
of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria ;  and  if  the  approbation  of  the  reft  be  necef- 
dry,  it  is  likely  to  be  obtained  by  the  fame  method  of  proceeding. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  we  have  a  profped  of  doing  that  which  the 
minifters  of  Queen  Aune,  whofe  fidelity,  wtfdom,  and  addreft,  have 
been  fo  often  and  fo  invidioufly  commended,  thought  their  greateft 
honour,  and  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  their  abilities.  We  may  foon 
form  another  confederacy 'againft  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  at  a  time 
when  Louis  XIV.  is  not  at  its  head,  at  a  time  when  it  is  exhaufted 
by  expenfive  proje6b ;  and  when,  therefore,  it  cannot  make  the  fame 
reiiftance  as  when  it  was  before  attacked.  • 

By  purfuing  the  fcheme  which  is  now  formed,  with  fteadlneft 
and  ardour,  we  may  perhaps  re-inftate  all  thofe  nations  in  their  liber« 
ties,  whom  cowardice,  or  negligence,  or  Credulity  have,  during  the 
laft  century,  delivered  up  to  the  ambitiorrof -France :  we  may  coo* 
fine  that  fwelling  monarchy,  which  has  ftom  year  to  year  torn  down 
the  boundaries  of  its  neighbours,  within  its  ancient  limits,  and  dif- 
aUe  «it'  for  ages  from  giving  any  new  alarms  to  mankind^  and  front 
making  any  other  efforts  for  the  acqutfition  of  univerfal  dominion  ; 
we  may  re-eftabli(h  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  as  the  great  barrier  of  the 
world,  by  which  it  is  preferved  on  one  part  from  being  laid  wafte  by^ 
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duB  baifaari^  of  die  Twin,  «4  on  Am  other  from  WingMlaMd  b)^ 
poUtor  tyranfts  Mdi  ^fir^nui  h]r  ihc  aipbiiiim  of  France. 

£kvated  with  (iicb  fifccefst  ini  cocoimged  by  fuch  pro(pcds,  we 
pught  biXfilf^  my  Lords,  to  preis  forward  ij^  a  path,  where  we  have 
hitherto  fouod  no  diffcuhies^  and  wfaidi  leads  direfily  to  foiid  peace 
and  happineifa,  whidi  no  dangera  or  terrors  can  hereafter  uKerrupt : 
^e  ought,  tnftead  of  relaidng,  to  redouUe  our  e&rts  $  ai^d  to  re^ 
member,  that  by  exerting  all  our  ftrength  and  all  our  influence  fisr  a 
fliort  done,  we  Aall  not  only  fecure  ourfelves  and  our  poftcritf  from 
iniblence  and  oppreffion^  but  (ball  ^ftablifli  die  tranquility  of  |be 
world,  and  promote  the  'general  felicity  of  the  human  fpedm* 

For  the&  great  purpofes,  my  Lords,  are  thofb  auxiliaries  ittaincd, 
of  which  fome  Lords  now  jrequire  the  difmifion,  and  diofe  armies 
tranfported,  whicb  part  of  the  nation  is  fay  iaUh  reports  iodined  to 
recal ;  but  I  hope  that  fuch  unreafonable  denumds  wiU  not  be  grati- 
fied, and  that  the  fiuth  of  treaties,  the  ties  of  friendihip,  the  call  of 
juftifie,  aod  the  expcAations  of  our  allies,  will  eafHy  prevail  upon 
your  Lordibips  to  defpife  the  mucmuni  of  prgodice,  and  the  quicnes. 
of  (adion. 

irord  Bath  replied  to  th^  (dfiomng  eife^t  :-<-My  Lords,  As  I  am 
fai:  from  thif^iugf  that  my  adyice  pf  opinion  ean  be  of  any  ufe  in 
diis  iUuftrious  A&mbiy*  I  (bpuld  h^ye  liflened  in  filence  tq  this  de- 
bate, important  as  it  is,  hM  I  not  thought  it  my  duty  to  defend  hem 
what  I  approved  in  the  council }  auid  CQi^fadered  it  as  an  aA  of  cowar* 
dice  apd  roeannefs  to  GUI  paffii^ety  down  the  ftream  of  popularity,  and. 
to  fuier  my  resfim  and  my  integrity  to  be  overborne  by  the  noife  of 
vulgar  cUmouri,  which  haye  been  raifed  agatnft  the  meafuree  of  Ae 
government  by  the  low  ^  pf  ^i^gci^atim*  faUacioi^  reaftujiiogs, 
and  partial  reprefentations.  It  if'nol  without  conoern,  my  Loid^ 
d^at  even  in  this  Hoiift  I  obfervf  fome  inc}inj^o^  to  grsdfy  die  pitju- 
dices  of  the  people,  and  to  confirm  tbeoi  in  their  contempt  U  the 
foreign  tcoQps,  by  the  poor  artifice  of  contKn\ptuous  language.  To 
diipii^  about  word$,  ^  indeed  ieUoea  ufefiil  i  and  when  gwAions 
lb  weighty  ^  thej(b  are  h^p  u^^  i^ay  be  juftly  cenfured  aa  improper. 
I  fti41  th^refon;  only  obCbrve,  th^t  the  term  mrunsriit^  which  is  m 
ij^^  mQtioi>  applied  lo  the  forces  of  Hanover,  leems  defigaed  csAm 
to  ^&,  d^e  paiSons  than  infi\^nice  the  Eeafoot  and  ^^i^^mi^  9idx  at 
exprefs  t  p^tiality  which  cann9t  \>p  juftifiedi 

Bit 


But  H  h  hr  mm  neceifoy^  ny  Lorck^  to  confider  upon  what 
Blotivet  the  troops' of  Hanoirev  wtrehiredy  ^n  by  whtt  denoimiia* 
don  they  may  moft  properly  b^  called  9  and  therefore  I  ihaft  endea* 
Ydor  to  eapfatn  the  le afoifai  which  inUaced  the  miftiflry  to  retain  them^ 
and  which,  I  fuppofe,  hove  prcvaakd  upon  the  Commons  to  provide 

Jt  has  been-aiked.  Why  the  troops  of  Hanover  wertf  preferred  to. 
ihofe  of  any  other  nation  ?  And  ir  hi»  been  infinuated,  Aat  eur  de* 
tcfteinatioo  was  inEnenced  by  motivi^  very  dl^tient  from  that  regard 
iriikb  every  Briton  owes  urte  inCeitft  of  his  naciv'e  oountry.  But 
to  lUs  imputation^  howdver ^icciour  and  however  popular,  it  may  be 
with' great  fecutitf  repliedr  <hat  tfa^ewas  Ao  preferenee,  beeaufe  there 
was  116  choice ;  diatt  there  was  aneceiity  ht  hifilig  troops,  and'  tba^ 
sio  otlier  troops  were  to  be  obtained ;  add  whoever  fliatl  endeavour  to 
iirralidste  tfairdefence^  muft  Afigage  in  an  undertaking  of  which  t  can 
boifly  affirm  y  that  he  wiH  fiiidit  very  difficult.  He  muft  ihew  what 
fC^wcr  wtoiM  have  been  able  or  williri g  to  have  furniihed  us  with 
tioops  oirtbis  occafion ;  and  I  am  confideAt,  that  whoever  (hall  with 
dmdefigfii  take  tf  ddibcarateftrVey  df  tbefevdral  Ungdems  and  ftates 
cf  Enrep^  wfHfind^  tbae  tbsMi  is  it9  dther  prince  ta  wholn  wo  coold 
kato  appKed  o»  this  occaAbn,  wkhont  greater  inconvenieneies  thaa^ 
can  feaTdiiiBbty  be  feared  firom  lbs  prefent  ftipolatioifr  with  Hanover. 

7hier  rkaftfM  indeed^  for  vMdk  ihis  fltpalstton  was  made,  appeansd 
Ib^ibdrigi  nMtttf  it  was  ednfid^ed  ill  the  council,  that  it  Was  i^anr^ 
mfi^ufiy  dMhrn^edf'  ateei&ry ;  nor  v^s  the  conclufion  haftily  made 
inr  sm  aiftMMy  of  pMicutar  ptirlbns,  who  might  be  fufpefted  6f 
IkvoHring  it'  fMti  pri^St^  views,  and  of  being  cotivelied  on  purpofe 
t6  pitt  it  iif^  eftfecudoit :  it  wS«  di^btttsd  by^  a*  great  member  with'  g^eat 
fofeteinity^  nnit  caA  zity  mftn  &fl  dkat  he  tfnly  yieMedto  what  he  found 
iC  in  vttnr  tef  op(io(b ;  ficAr  tft'e'idbM^nt  ^Veti  was  not  a  tacit  ac<}me(r 
€tllee,biit  a  verbal  approttaii\^W.  So  far  was  diis  part  of  our  mea* 
Cures  firombein^  the  advice  of  anyfingle  man,  or  tranfaded  with  that 
fiScicouS'feerecy  which' is  thruAial  refu)^  of  bad  deiigns. 

ic  has  besh ^erted'Hloswife,  my  Lords,  and  with  much  greater 
s^pearailOB^of  juftiee,  that  this  wholb  defign*  has  been  forthed  aiid 
ceiidttfted  -  without  -  the  cohchurvence  or  approbatioh  of  die  Senate; 
aild  that  thcsefoit  it  can  be  confidered  only  as  a  private  fchem^  to  b^ 
CMOtittfaLut  the  public  expente,  as  a  plan-  formed  by  the  miniftry  to 
afpfpaadiidror-ingFRtiaterlfaemftives  at  the  baaeid  of  ^natiool 

^3^  But 
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But  even  this,  my  Lords,  is  a  mifrepreftntadon,  (hough  i'  mif^ 
reprefentation  more  artful,  and  more  diiScuIt  to  defeat ;  becaufe,  in 
order  to  the  juftification  of  our  meafures,  it  is  neceflary  to  take  a 
review  of  paft  dtranfadions,  and  to  confider  what  was  jieceflarilj 
implied  by  former  determinations  of  die  Senate. 

The  period,  my  Lords,  to  which  this  confideration  will  neceflarily 
carry  us  back,  is  the  time  at  which,  after  the  late  tedious  war,  a  peace 
was,  on  whatever  terms,  concluded  with  France.  Ic  is  well  known, 
that'the  confederates  demanded^  among  other  advantages,  a  ceffion 
of  that'  part  of  Flanders,  which  had  been  fo^  many  years  in  the  pof« 
fef&on  of  Spain^  and  which  opened  a  way  by  which  the  ambition  of 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  -might  make  inroads  at  pleafure  into  the  do* 
sninions  of  either  the  Auftrians  or  Dutch.  This  they  were  imme- 
tiiately  interefted  in  preventing ;  and  as  we  knew  the  necelEty  of 
prefcrving  the  equipoife  of  power,  we  llkewife  were  remotely  engaged 
to  promote  any  meafures  by  which  it  might  be  lecured.  In  this  de- 
mand, therefore,  all  the  confederate  powers  naturally  united,,  and  by 
their  united  influence  enforced  compliance*  .  But  though  it  was  eafy 
with  no  great  profundity  of  political  knowledge  to  difcover  frona 
whom  th^fe  previnces  (hould  be  taken  away,  to  whom  they  ihould 
be  given,  was  a  queftion  of  more  difficulty ;  fince  they  might  add  to 
the  power  that  had  opportunities  of  improving  tt^em,.  fuch  an  increafe 
of  commerce  and  wealth  as  might  defeat  the  end  for  which  they  were 
demanded,  and  deftroy  the  balance  of  power,  by  transferring  too 
much  weight  into  another  fcale.  And  mankind  has  learned,  taj 
Lords,  by  experience,  that  exorbitant  power  will  always  produce 
exorbitant  pride ;  that  very  few,  when  they  can  opprefs  with  fecurityy 
wril  be  contained  within  the  bounds  of  equity  by  the  reftraints  of 
morality  or  of  rdigion ;  and  that  therefore  the  only  method  of  efta- 
blifhing  a  lafttng  peace  is  to  divide  power  fo  equally,  that  no  party 
may  have  any  certain  profpe<fit;  of  ^vantage  by  making  w^r  upon 
another. 

For  this  rea(bn,  my  Lords,  it  was  apparently  contrary  to  pur  in« 
tereft  to  grant  thofe  provinces  to  thofe  to  whom  by  their  fituation 
they  might  have  been  moil  ufeful.  .  Such  countries,  and  fuch  manu« 
fafturcs  in  the  hands  of  a  people  verfed  perhaps  beyond  all  others, 
totb  in  the  fcience  and  the  ftratagems  of  trade,  and  always  watchful 
«tb  improve  every  opportunity  of  increafing  their  riches,  would  have 
enabled  them  in  a  fhort  time  to  purchafc  an  intcrcft  in  the  councils 

"  ©f ' 
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of  all  the  monarchs  of  the  world,  to  have  maintained  fleets  that 
might  have  covered  the  ocean,  and  to  have  obtained  that  univerfal 
dominion  to  which  the  French  have  fo  long  aipired,  and  which,  it  is 
perhaps  more  for  the  intereft  of  mankind,  that  if  flavery  cannot  be 
prevented,  they  (hould  obtain,  as  they  would  perhaps  ufe  their  power 
with  more  generoiity. 

The  fame  reafon,  my  Lords,  naturally  made  the  Dutch  unwilling 
to  put  theft  provinces  in  the  hands  of  Britain  ;  for  we  likewife  make 
a  profeffion  of  trade,  though  we  do  not  pu/fue  it  with  the  fame 
ardour,  or  to  confefs  the  truth,  with  the  fame  fuccefs :  It  was  not 
however  to  be  imagined,  that  there  would  not  be  found  amonjg  us 
feme  men  of  fagacity  to  difcern,  and  of  induftry  to  improve  the  op« 
portunities  which  the  new  dominions  would  have  put  into  our  hands 
cf  vending  our  manufa£hires  in  parts,  where  at  prefent  they  are  very 
little  known.  Nor  was  this  the  only  danger  to  be  feared  from  fuch 
an  increafe  of  dominion :  The  Dutch  have  not  yet  forgotten,  that 
though  we  at  firft  refcued  them  from  flavery,  patronized  the  infancy 
of  their  ftate,  and  continued  our  guardianihip,  till  it  was  grown  up 
to  maturity,  and  enabled  to  fupport  itftlf  by  its  own  ftrengdi,  yet  we 
afterwards  made  very  vigorous  attempts  to  reduce  it  to  its  original 
weaknefs,  and  to  fmk  it  into  pupiUage  again ;  that  we  attempted  to 
invade  the  moft  eflential  part  of  its  rights,  and  to  prefcribe  the  num- 
ber of  fhips  that  it  £hould  maintain.  They  know  likewife,  my  Lords, 
that  by  the  natural  rotation  of  human  affairs,  the  fame  counfels  may 
in  fome  future  reign  be  again  purfued,  or  that  fome  unavoidable  con- 
tiSt  of  intereft  may  produce  a  conteft  that  can  be  decided  only  by  the 
fword  ;  and  then  it  may  eafily  be  perceived,  how  much  the^  would 
be  endangered  by  the  neighbourhood  of  Britifli  garrifons,  and  of 
countries,  where  we  might  maintain  numerous  armies  at  a  very 
fisiall  expence.  It  is  therefore  no  fubje£l  of  wonder,  that  a  nation- 
much  lefs  fubtile  than  the  Dutch  fliould  find  out  how  much  it  was 
their  intereft,  that  we  fhould  be  confined  within  the  limits  of  our 
own  ifland  3  and  that  we  (hould  not  have  it  in  our  power  to  attack 
them  with  armies  as  well  as  fleets,  and  at  once  ta  obftrudl  their 
commerce  and  invade  their  country. 

There  remained,  tlierefore,  my  Lords,  no  power  but  the  Em- 
peror to  whom  thefe  provinces  could  be  configned ;  and  to  him, 
therefore,  they  were  given,  but  given  only  in  truft  for  the  joint  ad- 
vantage of  the  whole  confederacy ;  he  indeed  enjoys  their  revenue^ 


OQ  conditioiH  llut  hf  i^all  fupp£u*t  thf  9aui(b««  Ofoc^  to  tMr  ds-. 
fence )  but  be  cannot  ^afii$£er  ;henx  to  any  other  powcf,  or  a)lifsia|(«| 
thci^  to  the  detrip^em  of  th()fe  n^t^ns  vAo^  coopmre^  in  ^p^ 
quiring  theip. 

It  may  not  be  improper,  my  l/ordg,  to  observe,  th^^  m.  tbk  co^-s 
trad  depends  the  juftice  of  our  condu£l  with  regard  to  the  C^mfsuf^' 
eftabliflned  at  Oftend  for  carrying  on  a  trade  tQ  ^  ^a^:  ^^^^^ 
Thde  Province  were  g^-anted  to  the  Coxififderate  Paw^nt  ^  CWr 
fi^d  to  the  Emperor  to  he  ^njoyed  by  bifp  f9r  the  cowAon  b^f^t : 
^t  ws^9  therefore,  plainly  ix^t? n4l^d  by  this  conua^s  tb^^  ^  ft^lM 
^  iu>ne  pf  the  advanuges  wli^ch  Ulf^e  new  doaunipns  ^fk^ig^  ^ixRIh 
to  th^  detriment  ql  tbofc  ppivqrs  by  ^bo(e  gif|  h^  en}oyf4  tbMR.;  «<» 
^ould  it  hf  Aippofcd,  thaf:  f)^^  Puicb  s^«4  ^^i^finf  4fetorni9f  fifib  otiiM 
from  thofe  Qppo^tunitif;^  of  t^dp  only  i^  tnaiUe  the  Emper^  tfifi  i««r^ 
^^  bo(h. 

The  towns^  ^h^rcfore^  ipy  Ixfriip,*^?'^  9*  «hi^  timf  4MimMA 
l^y  the  Seiiate  to  bi;  tb^  g^ne^fal.  pr^^rlj  of  all  the  CWedwaio 
Fovi^ef^  acqujired  by  ^heir.  united  ar«^«  ^  to  be  prdetvtd  four  tbdc^ 
copunpn  advant?igf^  a$.  tbi;  plj^dge  of  pe^re*  and  the  ivdMivart.  of 
l^uropct  4ft  tbfrcfoce,  ii  (hoiuM  at  9Ay-  time  bapftta,  tbar*  thiy 
(boifld  be.  cmd^Qgf ^e4  e'vther^  by.  the  ^%k«e&< «  hegl«d  of  wy 
of  thofe  powers,  the  rpft  :^c^  to  ex^rl  their  ^ig^t,  and  en4eamMr 
prefervation  and  fecuxity  ^  uor  is  tl^i:^,  a^y  ni?i9t  ftipid^tiof^  o(  laes 
«eceflary  fpc  thji^  i  fi^ce  y((i^  ref(^  tp  Hibe  (Jojri^ler^^esit  ih  i^ispM 
in  tbp  origitvM  ftipu^atipng^  a^^f  yrlth  regard  tp  .tb^  S^e^ait  eif '  Britaii^ 
in  the  appcphation  which  wstf»  beft^v^  upon  tha^  ccmuadt  wbea  it 
was  maie* 

The  tipple,  mj.  Lords,  ia  wbii^fa  ij^  common  rigitf  ia  ta  beexertad 
X^  npvf  ^rLved  i  thp  C^W  of  Hui?g^ry  inv^^ded  ia  ber  l^c^iutf 
dominions,  ^nd  preHed  ox^  ^very  fide  by  a  genera)  c^p^tmkiiof^  ol 
almpij^  all  the  furroi^ding  F^in^e^)  d^lare<>erfel{  i^  l4«g^r  ab)»lt 
Cuppor;  the  garrifvi^  of  vh(  barri^i;,  a^icf  i^forin^  ns^  ^9li  ftc^  u^tfnd^ 
tp  regal  her  troops  {ior  tbp.  dff f«o^e  pf  tb^ir  ow|i  countcy*.  W^ 
lj)cn  is  more  appar.^,  if^y  Lords,  thfii^  that  eii^r.theie  t^wf^a  m^A 
fall  again  into  the  hands  of  the  Freiu^  and  ij^ai;  WiflM^ltii^  oUigiHi 
to  recover  then^  i£.  they  cm,  eycf  be  r^coeewd,^  air  tbfe^xpqiHtC -of 
another  ten  years,  war^  or.  that  eithpi:  wje  or.  the  D^Xfk^^ftmSt  kpA 
troops  to  fuppljf  the  pl^pf;  Qfdbipfc  wfei^i^^tlie  n^ce^ti^oti.thgK  ^9mr 
reign  obJige  her  to  witl|dKa,w, 

That 
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Tlvitthc  towis  of  Flanders  ihauH  be.  tt^ufii  gratuitotifly  ta 
FpI^i/^  4^  the  enemies  of  mankind  Iboiild  be  put  in  pofieffion  of  tbe 
iB^JTongeft  bulwarks  in  the  worlds  furroinnded  by  fields  and  pafiores. 
i|hl^  to  iiA^intain  their  garrifot)s.  without  eypence^  will  not  be  prc^ 
ttofsi  \^  ^^y  of  this  Afieinbly.  But  it  may  eaiily  and  naturally  be 
objeded,  that  the  Dutch  ought  to  garrifon  thefe  towns  as  mote 
us^'ly  interefted  it|  tbeijr  prefervation,  and  more  commodioufly  fiiu* 
%te4  §pf  th^ir  defence }  nor  can  it  be»  indeed^  denied*  dvit  the  Dutch 
WAJ  ^  j^81y  cenfured  for  their  negle£t^  as  they  appear  to  leave  the 
^M^giQn  ^ui^  to  o^r  proteAion,  and  to  prefer  their  commerce  ani 
^IMT  €^c  t^  their  own  6feQf  and  the  happine^  of  the  world. 

Thjfi^  my  j^ordsy  h^iS  been  very  ws^roUy  aifisrted  in.  their  own 
AAf n^klic^  i\pr  haye  ^r^  been  waiting  men  of  ipurit  and  integrity 
^mm^t^  ^^^^  who  haxf  d^rsifel  th^  goM  and  pKmicSi  an4  de(;«iaed 
^  artifice^  of  Frano^;  who  hs^ve  «w)eav€^M^ed. by  all  thearts  of  argu« 
BMfH  9fiA  pcfffuafiqA  to  rou/e  tbc^*  €o»i^t^men  to  remembrance  of 
iMr  former  dai\geff«  and.  to.  an  CH^miry  i^to  thfctr  real  intereft  i  wba 
Haii^  adyifed  the  levy  of  i^w  forces  an(d  :t)M>  eftaUiflvaenlof  a.nen^ 
ccmMeracy ;  who  l^ye  ^kd.Hpon  the  ftai^  to  face  dang^  while  iir 
ii^  yet  diftai^t,  fi$AXP  /f.Qiir«  th^r  owa  ci^inMry  by  p<wing,  their 
garrifons  into  the  towns  and  citadels  by  which  thieir  frontiors  afo 

Iltheir  argmsfnti^.  however  }»%.  hem  mt  yet  attained  tboir  end, 
k  ii  tobfi  ix^tutnd  to  the  co^ituti^R^Aiharciije^  hy  th^  comfeioatioii 
eftdifleatnt  interefts^  which  muft  bo  reeopcik^  befose  wy  refoluttoa 
canhii  formed ;  a  fmgle  tu/wk,  my  Lords^  caitby  lefcfing  its  coofen($ 
pwi  a  ftaad  to  th^  moft  ncce&ry  defigne)  aad  k  iaeafl^  to  be  iman 
^fied*  lkpt;hy  ampnaseh,.ei|Ma}ty  crafi^  and.  fich,  a  fin|^  town  mAf 
fe«Mli4m&:Jw bcilftsdJMQ i9«lfiirei  c^MraryiK)  the  public  inteeeit 

9flb  qsy  LordA^  ihii  negligirntce  of  ite  Duteh  ia  a  OM^tive  whicb 
qmiM  t^  ijtvritf;  U9  tt9  vigottf  andi  difpaach;  fiscp  ie  is  not  fof  tho 
iake  of  the  Dutch  bu£  oiiffeives^  that  we  defifte  tbft.  fuppmffioft.of 
Fiaooe*  If  the  Dutch  are  an  l^gtb  convinced  of  the  eafe  of  flavery, 
and  tli«#k  liberty  no  loogea  worth  the  labour  of  preierving  it,-rf*if  theji 
«9e.. tired  with  the  ta(k  o£  Jabovring  tot  the  happineft  of  othecs,  aacl 
bf^ve  f<M(akf9'  the  fl^nd  on  which  they  were  placed^  aa  the  general 
W^^oi  the  woffld^  to  indulge,  themfiilves  in  tcanquillity  andiflumber^ 
-tr-ht  apt  us*  my  JLorda,  give  way  to  thsifiuEBe  idatuation ;  let  not  us 
J^okiWKbr  nrgliA  9O1  Ite  deluge  that;  cells  towards  us  till  it  h^^s  ad* 

vanced 
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vancecl  too  far  to  be  refifted.  Let  us  remember,  that  we  are  to  owe 
our  prefervation  only  to  ourfelves,  and  redouble  our  efforts  in  propor- 
tion as  others  negledl  their  duty.  Let  us  fliew  mankind,  that  we 
are  neither  afraid  to  ftand  up  alone  in  defence  of  juftice  and  of  free- 
dom^ nor  unable  to  maintain  the  caule  that  we  have  undertakes 
to  aflert. 

But  if  it  ffiould  be  diought  by  any  of  this  noble  Aflcmbly,  that  the 
concurrence  of  the  Dutch  is  abfolutely  neceflary  to  a  profpeft  of  fuc- 
cefs,  it  may  be  reafonably  anfwered,  that  by  engaging  in  meafures 
which  can  leave  no  doubt  of  either  our  power  or  our  finccrity,  the 
concurrence  of  the  Dutch  is  moft  likely  to  be  obtained.  By  this 
method  of  proceeding,  my  Lords,  was  formed  the  laft  mighty  con- 
federacy by  which  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  was  almoft  fbaken  into 
ruins*  The  Dutch  then,  as  now,  were  flow  in  their  determinatioiis, 
and  perhaps  equally  diffident  of  their  own  ftrength  and  our  iirmneis, 
^lor  did  they  agree  to  declare  war  againft  France,  till  we  had  tranf- 
ported  ten  thoufand  men  into  Flanders,  and  convinced  them,  that 
we  were  .not  inviting  them  to  a  mock  alliance  ;  but  that  we  really 
intended  the  reduflion  of  that  empire  which  had  fo  long  extended 
itfelf  without  interruption,  and  threatened  in  a  ihort  time  to  fwallow 
up  all  the  Wcftern  nations. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  it  appears,  that  the  meafures  which  have  been 
p^rfued  arejuft,  politic  and  legal;  that  they  have  been  prefcribed  by 
the  decrees  of  former  Senates,  and  therefore  cannot  be  cenfured  as 
arbitrary ;  and  that  they  have  a  tendency  to  the  prefervation  of  thofe 
territories  which  it  was  once  thought  fo  much  honour  to  acquire:. 
And  it  may  be  yet  farther  urged,  that  though  they  are  to  be.  con* 
fidered  only  as  the  firft  tendencies  tofecure  greater  defigns,  they  have 
already  produced  effe<%  apparently  to  the  advantage  of  the  common 
caufe,  and  have  obliged  the  French  to  defift  from  their  purfult  of  the 
Queen  of  Hungary,  and  rather  to  require  how  they  (hall  return  home 
than  how  they  (hall  proceed  to  farther  conquefts. 

In  condemnation  of  thefe  meafures,  my  Lords,  it  has  indeed  been 
urged,  that  a  moderate  condu6l  is  always  eligible ;  and  that  nothing 
but  ruin  and  confufion  can  be  expeded  from  precipitation  and 
temerity.  Moderation,  my  Lords,  is  a  very  captivating  found  ;  but, 
I  hope,  it  will  have  now  no  influence  on  this  Aflembly ;  becaufe  on 
this  occafipn  it  cannot  properly  be  employed.  I  have  always  been 
uught,  that  moderation  is  only  ufeful  in  forming  detei:mi  nations  or 

5  defigns, 
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defies,  but  that  when  once  convi^ion  is  attained,  zeal  is  to  take 
place ;  and  when  a  defign  is  planned,  it  ought  to  be  executed  with 
vigour. 

The  queftion  is  not  now,  my  Lords,  Whether  we  fhall  fupport 
the  Queen  of  Hungary,  but  in  what  manner  fhe  (hall  be  fuppo|;ted  .| 
and  therefore  it  cannot  be  doubted,  but  that  fuch  fupport  fliould  be 
grafted  her  as  may  be  efFe£tual  ^  and  I  believe  it  will  not  be  thought^  . 
chat-  we  can  affift  her  without  exerting  an  uncommon  degree  of 
vigour,  and  (hewing,  that  we  confider  ourfelves  as  engaged  in  a 
cau(e  which  cannot  be  abandoned  without  difgrace  and  ruin. 

If  the  'noble  Lord  had,  before  he  entered  upon  his  encomium  or 
moderation,  confidered  what  eiFe£ts  could  be  promifed  from  his  fii« 
vourite  virtue,  he  would  have  had  no  inclination  to  difplay  his  elo- 
quence upon  it.  By  moderation,  my  Lords,  uninterrupted  modera- 
tion of  more  than  twenty  years,  have  we  become  the  fcorn  of  man- 
kind, and  expofed  purfelves  to  the  infults  of  almoft  every  nation  in 
the  world.  By  moderation  have  we  betrayed  our  allies,  and  fufiered 
our  friend(hip  to  lofe  all  its  value  9  by  moderation  have  we  given 
up  commerce  to  the  rapacity  of  an  enemy,  formidable  only  for  his 
perTeverance,  and  fufFered  our  merchants  to  be  ruined,  and  our  failors 
to  be  enflaved.  By  moderation  have  we  permitted  the  French  to 
gratp  again  at  general  dominion,  to  over*run  Germany  with  their 
armies,  and  to  endanger  again  the  liberties  of  mankind ;  and  by  con- 
tinuing for  a  very  few  years  the  fame  laudable  moderation,  we  (hall 
probably  encourage  them  to  (hut  up  our  (hips  in  our  harbour,  an4 
demand  a  tribute  for  the  ufe  of  the  Channel. 

I  need  not  obferve  to  your  Lordfhips,  that  all  the  great  aAiont 
that  have  in  all  ages  been  atchieved,  have  been  the  etk&s  of  reiblution, 
diligence,*  and  daring  aftivity,  virtues  wholly  oppofite  to  the  calmnefs 
of  moderation.  I  need  not  obferve,  that  the  advantages  enjoyed  at 
prefent  by  the  French  are  the  confequences  of  that  vigour  and  ex- 
pedition, by  which  they  are  diftinguiihed,  and  which  the  form  of 
their  government  enables  them  to  exert.  Had  they,  my  Lords,  in- 
fiead  of  pouring  armies  into  the  Auftrian  dominions,  and  procuring 
by  the  terror  of  their'troops,  the  election  of- an  Emperor,  purfued 
the(e  meafures  of  moderation  which  have  been  fo  pathetically  recom- 
mended, how  eailly  had  their  de(igns  been  defeated  i  Had  they  loft 
time  in  perfuading  the  Queen  of  Hungary  by  a  folemn  emh^Sy  to 
Kfign  her  dominions,  or  attempted  to  influence  the  diet  by  amicable 

itego* 
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Mg!9tiati«ti9»  armies  had  been  Icviedy  znA  die  paflbi  cf  GcrmaajF  M 
b«eB  fintt  agaif^ft  diem  ^  diey  had  been  oppo&d  on  die  froatieia  if 
their  own  dominions,  by  troops  equally  numerous,  and  warlike  with 
Aatr  owiiy.  and  inftead  of  impofiitjg  a  Soveveign  oi  tb^  cmpim)  had 
|«cii'perhfl(>»  purfued  into  dieir  owa  country, 

Bi^  my  Leords^  ivhed^r  moderation  was  not  reconuneiMicif  lo 
fkm  by  fuch  powerftil  oratory  as  your  Lordfixips  have  htacd»  «r 
whether  itS:  advocates  met  with  an  audience  not  eafily  to  be  com* 
vinced^  it  is  plain,  that  they  ktm  to  have  a£ked  u|ioa  vdry  difiemic 
principles,  and  I  wi&i  their  poKcy  had  not  been  fo  ftron^y  juffi&td 
hiy  its  fiiccda.  By  fisnding  an  army  into  Germany^  my  Lords,  when 
there  wore  no  forces  ready  to  oppefe  thesi,  they  redubed  afi  the  fietty 
PsincQS  to  immedtate  febmiffioa^  and  obliged  thofie  to  welcome  than 
ae  feieods^  triio- would  g)adl]S  have  united  ag^ioft  thein  as*  tlw  ta* 
vesnratte  easmisfl  of  the  whcde  German  body  $  and  wbe^  haA^  tky 
been  firmly  JDiaed  by  their  ae»^Aie«rs>  under  a  geiMlrat'ftnfe^«f  A6i 
comman  dangac,  would  have  eafily  raiftd  an  army  abld  a^  have 
icpeHed  them.^ 

Tbis^  myLonir,  was  the  effeA  of  vigour »  an  effeft  rory  ^KAoent 

fcoea  that  iriucb  we  hadan  oppqrtuMty  of  expevieadiig  aa  tWeoB* 

tm{mm»  of  modgndim ;  it  was  to<  no  purpofii  that  vm  radeaveered 

ta  alasm.  maakind  by  remonftraicas^  and  to-  procure  aAflaace  by 

iotyeatirs  aad  fidiciaattoes  ^  die  univeifat  panic  vrea  net  SotiereiBaved 

by  advice  and  eadiertatioais,.  and  the  Qtieeft  of  thmpitrj:  mat  htm 

fmik  uodte  the  weight  of  ar  g^nesal*  combkiaaion  ajgakiA  her,, 

not  at  laft  rifen  up  in  herdcfiaoco,  a»d;  with  em  Avoada  In  out 

jet  ail  esfaeiffle^  le  the  eaicions  of  Eivepe,,  of  eeuu^e  and.  generefit^. 

It  thsaf^iehly  ap^ared,  my  Lorda^  h»vr  little ia  to  be  eapcdsd 

Irom  cold  peffiui&i%  aadi  liewr  neceflary  it  is»  dwa  he  wha  would 

engage  others  in  a  talk  of  difficulty^  (kould-  £how  himfdF  wiliiag  ts 

pavtake  the^  laboua  whii:b  he  ceceaameads*    No  fixmev;  hadf  we  d& 

elaredouc  vefelaiien  to  futfilr  our  ffiji^idatsons^  and  oidered  our  tvoep 

to  match  for  the  rcKel  of  the  QueriD  of  Hatngary^ .  than  odier  R-foett 

dttcovered^  diat  the^  had  die  barn  diipofidoiia,  though  tbey^  had 

faitkerlo  theufht  it  pmidenfr  to  cunceai  them  i  d>at  thay  eq;uBilly^  wid 

Ourielves  hafltd*  acid^  feamd  the  French  ;..diar  they  were  defiroua  es 

rei^refe  their  infUenee*  and*  o(>pore  dteir  ceiik|tteft^>  and  oaly^  waited 

fpr  die'metiona  of  (bme  power  who*  mighfilkandi  at  Cbe^headr  ot  dk 

$:oAf9d$Upacy^  aiidJjBad-.them'fbcwaodaagatoft'  the  ^em'mmb  eoamy. 

^  Tht 
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The  libeml  promifet  of  ^U>taii)Ioa  made  by  the  Pretidi,  hj  iHiich 
At  fevsretgiM  of  Gcrmaiijr  had  been  tetnptetl  to  concur  in  a  defigti 
vikidk  diey  thought  tlicmfelves  unable  to  oppoTe,  were  now  no  longer 
regarded ;  they  were  eonfiAered  only  as  die  boafts  of  imaginary  great* 
neft,  wtkich  would  at  laft  Tanifh  into  air;  and  every  one  knew»  that 
the  ukimate  defign  of  Europe  was  to  oppre6  equally  her  enemies  and 
friends^  diey  wifely  defpifed  her  oilers,  and  either  de(tfted  from  the 
Jcfigns  to  which  they  had  been  incited  by  her^  or  declared  diemfeives 
iiea4y  to  unite  againft  her. 

This,  my  Lords,  has  been  the  confequence  of  ailembling  the 
army,  which  by  the  motion  now  under  our  confideration  ibme  of 
your  Lordfliips  ieem  defirous  to  diiband,  an  inclination  of  which  I 
cannot  difcover  from  whence  it  can  arife.  For  what,  my  Lords, 
muft  be  the  confequence,  if  this  motion  fliould  be  complied  with? 
What  but  the  total  deftruaion  of  tile  whole  fyftcm  of  power 
nAich  has  been  (o  laborioufly  formed  and  fo  ftrongly  compared  f 
What  but  the  immediate  ruin  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  by  which  die 
French  ambition  has  been  fo  long  rcftrained  ?  What  but  the  fubver- 
fionpf  the  liberties  of  Germany,  and  the  ercftion  of  an.  univcrfal  em- 
pire to  which  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  muft  become  vaffals  ? 

Should  fhe  auxiliary  troops  be  diftandcd,  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
^pould  find  what  benefit  flie  has  received  from  them  by  the  calamities 
which  die  lofs  of  them  would  immediately  bring  upon  her.  All  the 
claims  of  all  the  neighbouring  Princes,  who  are  now  awed  into 
peace  and  Qlenee,  w^uld  be  revived,  and  every  one  would  again  be^ 
Jieve,  that  nothing  was  to  be  hoped  or  feared  but  from  France.  The 
FreMh  would  again  ruih  forward  to  new  invafions,  and  fpreal 
defebticn  over  other  countries,  and  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  would  be 
snofc  weakenod  than  by  die  tofi  of  many  battles  in  its  prefent  ftxte. 

The  fupport  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  appears  not,  indeed,  much 
to  engage  ^  attention  of  thofe  by  whom  this  motion  is  fupported. 
Jt  has  been  feprefented  as  a  Houfe  equally  ambitious  and  perfidious 
fri{|i  diat  of  Bdurbon,  and  equally  an  enemy  both  to  liberty  and  to 
UM  fdigfOB ;  aivl  a  very  cefeV«t«d  auAor  has  been  quoted  to  prove^ 
that  it  is  the  intercft  of  the  Germans  themfelves  to  fee  a  Prince  at  their 
head,  whofe  hereditary  dominiSjis  may  not  incite  him  to  exert  the  , 
Imperid"  power  to  the  dSfedvantap^  of  the  inferior  Sovereigns. 

In  ordfcr  to  die  confideration  of  thcfe  objeftions,  it  is  neceflary  to 

•bfcrve,  my  Lords,  that  national  alliaacef  are  not  like  leagues  of 

friendibip. 
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friendfbip,  tbe  cdhTcqiiciites  of  an  agreement  of  dHpofitioo,  opinions, 
and  aflS^ons,  but  like  aflbciadons  of  commerce  formed  and  c<>ft- 
ijniied  by  no  limilitude  of  any  thing  but  intereft.  It  is  not  therefeie 
neceflary  to  enquire  what  the  Houfe  o(  Auftria  has  deferved  firom  ns 
or  from  mankind;  becAufe  intereft^  not  gratitude,  engages  us  to 
fupport  it.  It  is  ufelefs  to  urge,  that  it  is  equally  faithieft  and  enid 
ivith  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  becaufe  die  queftion  is  not,  wfaetfaec 
both  fhall  be  deflroyed,  but  whether  one  (hould  rage  without  controuL 
It  is  fufficient  for  us  that  dieir  intereft  is  oppofite,  and  that  religion 
and  liberty  maybe  prefervjcd  by  their  mutual  jealoufy.  And  I  con- 
fefs,  my  Lords,  that  were  the  Auftrians  about  to  attain  unlioiited 
power  by  the  conqueft  or  inheritance  of  France  and  Spain,  it  would 
be  no  le&  proper  to  form  confederacies  againft  them. 

The  teftimony  which  has  been  produced  of  tbe  convenience  of  a 
weak  Emperor,  is  to  be  confidered,  my  Lords,  as  the  opinion  of  an 
author  whofe  birth  and  employment  had  tainted  him  with  an  inve- 
terate hatred  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  filled  his  imagination  with 
an  habitual  dread  of  the  Imperial  Power.  He  was  born,  my  Lords, 
in  Sweden,  a  country  which  had  fufFered  much  by  a  long  war  againft 
the  Emperor ;  he  was  a  niinifter  to  the  eledors  of  Brandenburg^ 
who  naturally  looked  with  envy  on  the  fuperiority  of  Auftria,  and 
could  not  but  wifti  to  fee  a  weaker  Prince  upon  the  Imperial  Throne^ 
that  their  own  influence  might  be  greater ;  nor  can  we  wonder,  that 
a  man  thus  born  and  thus  fupported  Ihould  adopt  an  opinion,  by 
which  the  pride  of  his  mafter  would  be  flattered,  and  perhaps  the 
inteTeft  of  his  own  country  promoted. 

It  is  likewife,  my  Lords,  to  be  remarked,  that  there  was  then  no 
fuch  neceffity  for  a  powerful  Prince  to  ftand  at  the  head  of  the  Ger« 
mans,  and  to  defend  them  with  his  own  forces  till  they  couM  unile 
for  their  own  prefervation.  The  power  of  France  had  not  then 
arrived  at  its  prelent  height,  nor  had  their  monarchs  openly  threatened 
to  enflave  all  the  nations  of  Europe.  The  Princes  of  the  empire  had 
then  no  oppreffion  to  fear,  but  from  the  Emperor  $  and  it  was  do 
wonder*,  that  when  he  was  their  only  enemy,  they  wiflied  that  his 
power  was  reduced. 

How  much  the  ftate  of  the  continent  is  now  changed,  is  not  ne- 
ce{Iary  to  mention,  nor  what  alteration  that  changehas  introduced 
into  the  politicks  of  all  natipns  }  thofe  who  formerly  dreaded  to  be 
overwhelmed  by  the  Imperial  grcatncfs  can  now  only  hope  to  be 
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fecured  by  it  from  the  torrent  of  the  power  of  France  5  and  nevea 
tbofe  nations  who  have  formerly  endeavoured  the  deftrudion  of 
Auftriay  may  now  rejoice^  that  they  are  fheltered  by  its  interpofitioa 
bom  tyrants  more  adive  and  more  oppreilive. 

But,  my  l/ords,  though  it  (hould  be  granted,  that  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria  ought  not  to  be  fupported,  it  will  not,  in  my  opinion,  follow9 
that  this  motion  deferves  our  approbation  \  becaufe  it  will  reduce  us 

k 

to  a  ftate  of  imbecility,  and  condemn  us  to  ftand  as  pailive  fpe£tacort  * 
of  the  difturbances  of  the  world,  without  power  and  without  in- 
fluence, ready  to  admit  the  tyrant  to  whom  chance  fhall  allot  us» 
and  receive  thofe  laws  which  the  prevailing  power  (hall  vouchfafe  ta 
Cranlmit. 

Whether  we  ought  to  fupport  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  to  prevent  Its 
utter  fubverfion,  or  reftorc  it  to  its  former  greatnefs,  whatever  may 
be  my  private  opinion,  I  think  it  not  on  this  occafion  necellary  Ca 
ftflert;  it  is  fufficient  to  induce  us  to  reje£l  this  motion,  that  wc 
ought  to  be  at  leaft  in  a  condition  that  may  enable  us  to  improve 
thofe  opportunities  that  may  be  offered,  and  to  hinder  the  execution  of 
any  defign  that  may  threaten  immediate  danger  to  our  commerce  <xr 
<»ur  liberty. 

Another  popular  topick,  my  Lords,  which  has  been  echoed  on  the 
pref^nt  occafion,  is  the  happinefs  of  peace,  and  the  bleiSng  of  unin* 
terrupted  commerce  and  andifturbed  fecurity.  We  are  perpetually 
told  of  the  hazards  of  war,  whatever  may  be  the  fuperiori^  of  our 
ikill  or  courage,  of  the  certainty  of  the  expences,  the  bloodflded,  and 
the  hardihips,  and  doubtfulnefs  of  the  advantages  which  we  may  hope 
from  them ;  and  it  is  daily  urged  with  great  vehemence;  that  peace 
upon  the  hardeft  conditions  is  pteferable  to  the  honour  of  conquefts, 
^d  the  feftivity  of  triumphs. 

Thefe  maxims,  my  Lords,,  which  are  generally  true  in  thefenfe 
which  their  authors  intended,  may  be  very  properly  urged  againft  the 
ivild  defigns  of  ambition,  and  the  romantick  undertakings  of  wanton 
greatnefs;  but  have  no  place  in  the  prefent  enquiry,  which  relates  to  a 
war  not  made  by  caprice,  but  forced  upon  us  by  neceflity ;  a  war  to 
which  all  the  encomiums  on  peace,  muft^  in  reality  incite,  becaufe 
peace  alone  is  the  end  intended  to  be  obtained  by  it. 

Of  the  neceffity  of  peace  to  a  trading  nation  it  is  not  poflible,  roji 
I^rds,  to  be  ignorant ;  and  therefore  no  man  can  be  imagined  to 
jpropofe  a  ftate  of  war  as  eligible  in  itfclf.    War,  my  Lords,  is  in 

I 
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my  opinion  only  t6  be  choTen,  n^hen  peact  c^ft  be  )6iig^  eti](^, 
itnd  to  be  comiAued  6tity  tiil  a  pekct  feeure  ^nd  ^uttable  cifi  U  it- 
tatned.  !n  the  prefent  Ibte  6f  the  woHd^  my  Ldfdi,  we  ftght  M 
for  laurels,  nor  conquefts,  bat  fot  ektfltnce.  Shxmld  die  air<6s  d( 
Prance  prevail,  and  prevail  they  ttiufi-,  anlefi  we  oppbi^  fheffi,  the 
Britons'may  in  a  fhort  time  AO  hnget  be  a  natioh,  out  liberties  Will 
be  taken  away,  our  conftkution  deftrbyed,  out  religion  perlecaN, 
and  perhaps  our  name  aboliflied. 

For  the  prevention  of  calamities  like  thefe,  riot  for  the  pWcfVidflft 
of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  is  it  neceflafy,  my  Lords,  to  celled  ih 
army ;  for  by  art  army  only  can  our  libeftles  be  prefetVcd,  itd  fcck 
a  peace  obtained,  as  may  be  enjoyed  without  the  imputatiotl  of 
fupinenefs  and  ftupidity* 

Of  this  the  other  Houfe  appears  to  be  fufflciently  convtftccd,  nA 
has  therefore  granted  money  for  the  fupp6rt  of  the  auxiliary  troops; 
nor  do  I  doubt  but  your  IrordOlips  will  conetir  W?th  theni,  wheii  yot 
fliall  fully  confider  the  motives  lipon  which  they  rhay  be  ftippofed  t6 
have  proceeded,  and  reflcfl,  that  by  Afmiffirig  theft  trdops,  we  M 
facrlfice  to  the  ambition  of  the  French,  the  tte«fe  of  Auftrii,  tlie 
liberties^  of  Europe,  our  own  happine($«  and  that  of  out  pofferi^i 
and  that  by  rcfolving  to  exert  our  force  for  a  (h6ft  time,  \re  toay 
place  the  happinefs  of  mankind  beyond  the  Jfeach  of  attacb  aflJ 
violation* 

Lord  Carteret  replied  to  the  following  efedt: — My  tdrcSt 
The  confiderations  which  were  laid  before  you'  by  the  ti6hU  Lor* 
who  made  and  (cconded  the  motion,  afe  {6  important  in  thettfd'CS, 
and  have  been  urged  with  fo  much  ffirdc  arid  judgm'ent,  that  IIM 
not  endeavour  to  add  an-y  ne'W^  argtttffewts ;  dtitt  whiere  AdiSf  W 
which  have  been  already  offered,  it  is  rtoC  finely  that  any  will  fe 
efFeftuaf :  Bat  I  (hall  endca-votrr  to  preferve  tAem  in  theft-  foB  ferw 
by  rcmoving^  the  objections  which  have  been  made  to^  Aetn. 

The  firff  confideratioA  that  ctaims"  ouf  ^tdntiori  is  the  teftrtvA 
due  to  the  Senate,  to  the  great  council  of  the  nation,  wMeh  otfgh 
always  to  he  confuited.  When  anyimportanf  defign  is  formed,  ^  ^1 
newmearfirres  adopted^  cfpeclallyif  they  are  fuch  as  cannot  be  ddfcitrf 
by  being  made  pablic,  and*  futh  a$  an  uncommon  degree  of  oqpen^ 
is  necefiary  to  fupport. 

Thefe  principles,  my  Lords,  which  I  fuppofe  no  man  wiH  contrf» 

Save  been  fo*  little*  regarded  by  the  miniftryonihi^  prcfcnt  occaSo* 
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tfiat  they  fcem  to  have  cndeavoared  to  difcover  by  a  bolJ  experiment, 
to  what  degree  of  fervility  Senates  may  be  reduced,  arid  what  infults 
they  will  be  taught  to  bear  without  refentment ;  for  they  have,  with- 
out the  lead  previous  hint  of  their  defigPf  n\ade  a  contract  for  a  very 
numerous  body  of  nnercenaries,  nor  did  they  condefcend  to  inform 
the  Senate,  till  they  afked  for  money  to  pay  them. 

To  execute  meafures  firft,  and  then  to  require  the  approbafion  of 
the  Senate,  indead  of  advice,  is  furely  fuch  a  degree  of  contempt  as 
has  not.  often  been  fhewn  in  the  moft  arbitrary  reigns,  and  fuch  as 
would  once  have  provoked  fuch  indignation  iri  the  other  Houfe,  that 
there  would  have  been  no  need  in  this  of  a  motion  like  the  prefent. 

But,  my  Lords,  in  proportion  as  the  other  Houfe  feems  inclined 
to  pay  an  implicit  fubmiffioil  to  the  dictates  of  the  miniftry,  it  is  our 
duty  to  increafe  our  vigilance,  and  to  convince  our  fellow- fubjefls> 
by  a  ftcady  oppofition  to  all  encroachments,  that  we  are  not,  as  we 
have  been  fometimes  ftiled,  an  ufelefs  AfTembly,  but  the  laft  refort  of 
liberty,   and  the  chief  fupport  of  the  conftitution. 

The  prefent  defign  of  thofc,  who  have  thus  dared  to  tramplfe  upon 
our  privileges,  appears  to  be  nothing  lefs  than  that  of  reducing  the 
Senates  of  Britain  to  the  fame  abjeS  flavery  with  thofe  of  France  j 
'  to  fliew  the  people  that  we  are  to  be  conCdered  only  as  their  agents 
to  raife  the  fupplies  which  they  (hall  be  pleafed,  under  whatever 
pretences,  to  demand,  and  to  regifter  fuch  determinations  as  they 
fliall  condefcend  to  lay  before  us. 

This  invafion  of  our  rights,  my  Lords,  is  too  flagrant  to  be  borne, 
though  were  the  meafures  which  we  are  thus  tyrannically  required  to 
fupport,  really  conducive  in  themfelves  to  the  intereft  of  Britain^ 
which  indeed  might  reafonably  have  been  expected  ;  for  what  head 
can  be  imagined  fo  ill-formed  for  politicks  as  not  to  know,  that  the  firft 
a<9s  of  arbitrary  power  ought  to  be  in  themfelves  popular,  that  the 
advantage  of  the  eiFedi  may  be  a  balance  to  the  means  by  which  it  is 
produced. 

But  thefe  wonderful  politicians,  my  Lords,  have  hefiped  one 
blunder  upon  another ;  they  have  difgufied  the  nation  both  by  ther 
means  and  the  end ;  and  have  infulted  the  Senate  with  no  other  view* 
than  that  of  plundering  the  people.  They  have  ventured  without  the 
confent  of  the  Senate  to  purfue  meafures,  of  which  it  is  obvious, 
that  they  were  only  kept  fecret,  becaufe  they  eafily  forcfaw  that  they 
would  not  be  approved* 
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For  that  the  hire  of  mercenaries  from  Hanover,  mjiLords^  woidd 

have  been  rejected  with  general  indignation ;  that  the  propofal  would 
have  produced  bifles  rather  than  cenfures  ^  and  that  the  arguments 
which  have  been  hitherto  ufed  to  fupport  it,  would,  if  perfonal  regards 
did  not  make  them  of  fome  importaiKe,  produce  laughter  oftcoer 
than  replies,  cannot  furely  be  doubted. 

It  has  been  faid  in  vindication  of  this  wife  fcheme,  that  no  o^r 
troops  could  be  obtained  but  thofe  of  Hanover ;  an  ailertioa  which 
I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to  examine,  becaufe  it  is  yet  a  bare  afier-. 
tion  without  argument,  and  againft  probability ;  fince  it  is  generally, 
known,  how  willingly  the  princes  of  Germany  have  on  all  former 
Qccafions  fent  out  their  fubje^  to  deftrudion,  that  they  might  fill 
their  cofFers  with  their  pay  -,  nor  do  I  doubt,  but  that  there  is  now  in* 
the  fame  country  the  ufual  fuperabundance  of  men,  and  the  ufiial 
fcarcity  of  money.  I  make  no^queftion,  my  Lords,  that  many  a 
German  prince  would  gladly  furnifli  us  with  men  as  a  very  cheap 
commodity,  and  think  himfelf  fufficiently  rewarded  by  a  fmalL  fub* 
fidy.  There  could  be  no  objedion*  to  thefe  troops  from  the  con- 
fticution  of  the  empire,  which  is  not  of  equal  force  againft  the 
forces  of  Hanpver  ^  nor  do  I  know  why  they  (houlcT  not  rather  have 
been  employed,  if  they  could  have  been  obtained  at  a  cheaper  price. 

,  The  abfurdicy  of  pay'mg  levy^money  for  troops  regularly  kept  up, 
and  of  hiring  them  at  a  higher  rate  than  was  ever  paid  for  auxiliaries 
before,  has  been  fo  ftrongly  urged  and  fo  fully  explained^  that  no 
reply  has,  been  attempted  by  thofe  who  have  hitherto  oppofed  the 
motion,  having  rather  endeavoured  to  divert  our  attention  to  forcigo. 
cbnfiderations  than  to  vindicate  this  part  of  the  contract,  which  is 
indeed  too  fljameful  to  be  palliated,  and  too  grofs  to  be  overlooked.   . 

,  It  is  however  proper  to  repeat,  my  Lords,  that  though  it  cannot 
be  confuted,  it  may  be  forgotten  in  the  multitude  of  other  objeds, 
that  this  nation,  after  having  exalted  the  EleSor  of  Hanover  from  a 
ftate  of  obfcurity  to  the  crown,  is  condemned  to  hire  the  troops  of 
Hanover  to  fight  their  own  caufe,  to  hire  them  at  a  rate  which  was 
never  demanded  for  them  before,  and  to  pay  levy-money  for.  thean, 
though  it  is  known  to  all  Eurppe,  that  they  were  not  r^ifed  on  this 
occafion. 

Nor  is  this  the  only  hardflirp  or,  folly  of  this  contrad ;  for  we  are 
t6  pay  them  a  month  before  they  march  into  our  fervice ;  we  are  to 
pay  thofe  for  doii^g  nothing,  of  whom  it  might  have  been,  without 

any 
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Mf  mu^eafociable  expedations,  hoped,  that  thejr  would  have  exerted 
tftav  licmoft  fer€e  without  pay. 

For  it  is  apparent,  my  Lords,  that  if  diedicfigns  of  France  be  fuch 
^  the  noble  Lords  who  oppoTe  the  motion  reprefent  them,  Hanover 
is  much  nearer  to  danger  than  Britain ;.  and  therefore  they  only  fight 
for  their  own  prefervation  ^  fince,  though  they  have  for  a  fingle  year 
been  biefled  with  a  neutrality,  it  cannot  be  imagined,  that  the  fame 
fkvour  wiU  be  sdways  granted  them,  or  that  the  French,  when  they 
fajBve  over-run  all  the  reft  of  Germany,  will  not  annex  Hanover  to 
their  othtr  dominions. 

Befides,  my  Lords^  it  is  well  known,  that  Hanover  is  equally  en- 
gaged by  treaty  with  Britain  to  maintain  the  Pragmatic  Sanson,  and 
that  a  certain  proportion  of  troops  are  to  be  fiirniflied.  But,  my 
Lonis,  as  to  die  march  of  that  hody  of  forces,  I  have  yet  heard  no 
aitcountw  Will  any  Lord  fiiy  that  diey  have  marched  ?  I  therefore  fap-» 
pofe,  that  the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  our  minifters  has  comprehended 
tliem  in  the  fixtcen  thoufand  who  are  to  fatten  upon  Britifh  pay,  and 
that  Hanover  will  fupport  the  Pragmatic  Sandion  at  the  coft  of  diis 
idcxhauftible  nation. 

The  ftrvice  which  thofe  troops  have  sdready  done  to  the  common 
caufe,  has  been  urged  with  great  pomp  of  exaggeration,  of  which 
what  tSoEt  it  may  have  had  upon  others,  I  am  not  able  to  fay ;  for 
my  part,  I  am  convinced,  that  the  great  happinefs  of  this  kingdom  is 
thefecurity  of  the  eftablifiied  fucceffion ;  and  am  therefore  always  of 
opinion,  that  no  meafures  can  ferve  the  common  caufe,  the  caufe  of 
liberty,  or  of  religion,  or  of  general  happinefs,  by  which  t(ie  royal 
family  loTes  the  zfft&'ioM  of  the  people.  And  I  can  With  great  con- 
fidence a£Brm,  that  no  attempt  for  many  years  has  railed  a  greater 
heat  of  refentment,  or  excited  louder  clamours  pf  indignation,  diaa 
the  hire  of  Hanoverian  troops :  *  nor  is  this  difcontent  raifed  only 
by  artful  mifreprefentations,  formed  to  inflame  the  paffions  and  per- 
plex'the  underftanding ;  it  is  »  fettled  and  rational  dtflike,  which 
every  day  contributes  to  confirm,  which  will  make  all  the  meafures  of 
the  government  fufpeded,  and  may  in  time,  if  not  obviated,  break 
out  in  (edition. 

A  jealoufy  of  Hanover  has  indeed  for  a  long  time  prevailed  in  the 
nation :  the  frequent  vifits  of  our  Kings  to  their  eleAoral  dominions, 
contrary  to  the  original  terms  on  which  this  crown  was  conferred 
upon  them^  have  inclined  the  people  of  Britain  to  fitfpeA,  that  they 
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have  only  the  fecond  place  in  the  afiedion  of  their  Sovereign ;  nor 
has  this  fufpicion  been  made  lefs  by  the  large. accei&ons  made  to  thofe 
dominions  by  purchafes,.  which  the  Eledors  never  appeared  able  to 
make  before  their  ex?iltation  to  the  throne  of  Britain,  and  by  fome 
meafures  which  have  been  apparently  taken  only  to  aggrandize  Hano* 
ver  at  the  cxpence  of  Britain. 

Thefe  meafures,  my  Lords,  I  am  very  far  from  imputing  to  oar 
Sovereign  or  his  Father ;  the  wifdom  of  both  is  fo  well  known,  that 
they  cannot  be  imagined  to  have  incurred,  either  by  contempt  or 
negligence,  tjic  difaffe£Uon  of  their  fubjedls.  Thofe,  my  Lords,  arc 
only  to  be  blamed,  who  concealed  from  them  the  fentiments  of  the 
nation,  and  for  the  fake  of  promoting  their  own  Intcrcft,  betrayeJi 
them,  by  the  moft  deteftable  and  pernicious  flattery,  into  meafures 
which  could  produce  no  other  efFe£l  ths^n  that  of  making  their  reign 
unquiet,  and  of  exafperating  thofe  who  had  concurred  with  the 
warmeft  zeal  in  fupporting  them  on  the  throne* 

It  is  not  without  an  uncommon  degree  of  grief,  that  I  hear  it  urged 
in  defence  of  this  contract,  that  it  was  approved  by  a  very  numerous 
council  i  for  what  can  produce  more  forrow  in  an  honeft  and  a  loyal 
breaft, ,  than  to  find  that  our  Sovereign  is  furrounded  by  counfellors, 
who  either  do  not  know  the  defires  and  opinions  of  the  people,  or  do 
not  regard  them ;  who  are  either  fo  negligent  as  not  to  examine 
how  the  afFeftions  of  the  nation  may  be  beft  preferved,  or  fo  ralh 
as  to  purfue  thofe  fchemes  by  which  they  hope  to  gratify  the  King 
at  whatever  hazard,  and  who  for  the  fake  of  flattering  him  for  a  day, 
will  rifque  the  fafety  of  his  government,  and  the  repofe  of  his  life.  ' 

It  has  with  regard  to  thefe  troops  been  a(ked  by  the  noble  Lord 
who  fpoke  laft,  what  is  the  intent  of  this  motion  but  to  difband  them? 
What  elfe  indeed  can  be  intended  by  it,  and  what  intention  can  be 
more  worthy  of  this  auguft  Aflembly  ?  By  a  fteady  purfuit  of  this 
intention,  my  Lords,  we  fhall  regain  the  efteem  of  the  nation,  which 
this  dsuring  invafion  of  our  privileges  may  be  eafily  fuppofed  to  have 
impaired.  We  (hall  give  our  Sovereign  an  opportunity,  by  a  gracious 
condefcenfion  to  our  defires,  to  recover  thofe  affecSions  of  which  the 
pernicious  advice  of  flatterers  has  deprived  him  ;  we  {hall  obviate  a 
precedent  which  threatens  deftrufHon  to  our  liberties,  and  (hall  fet 
the  nation  free  from  an  univerfal  alarm.  Nor  in  our  prefent  ftate  is 
it  to  be  mentioned  as  a  trifling  confideration,  that  we  fliall  hinder  the 
wealth  of  the  nation  from  being  raviihed  from  our  merchants,  our 
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fanners,  and  our  manufa£lurers,  to  be  fquandered  upon  foreigners ; 
and  foreigners,  from  whom  we  can  hope  for  no  advantage* 

But  it  may  be  aflced,  my  Lords,  how  the  great  caufe  of  liberty 
is  to  be  fupported,  how  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  is  to  be  preferved  from 
ruin,  and  how  the  ambition  of  France  is  to  be  rcprefled  i  How  all 
this  is  to  be  efFefted,  my  Lords,  I  am  very  far  from  conceiving  my- 
fclf  qualified  to  determine  j  but  furely  it  will  be  very  little  hindered 
by  the  difmiflion  of  troops,  whofe  allegiance  obliges  them  not  to  fight 
againft  the  Emperor,  and  of  whom,  therefore,  it  does  not  eafily  ap- 
pear how  they  can  be  very  ufeful  allies  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary. 

But  whatever  fervice  is  expefted  from  them,  it  may  furely,  my 
Lords,  be  performed  by  the  fame  number  of  Britifli  troops,  and  that 
number  may  be  fent  to  fupply  their  place,  without  either  delay  or 
difficulty,  I  will  venture  to  fay  without  any  hazard.  If  it  be  objeded^ 
as  it  has  often  been,  that  by  fending  out  our  troops,  we  (hall  leave  our 
country  naked  to  invafion,  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to  aflc,  who  will 
invade  us  ?  The  French  are  well  known  to  be  the  only  people  whom 
we  can  fufpeft  of  any  fuch  defign.  They  have  no  fleet  on  this  fide 
of  their  kingdom,  and  their  fhips  in  the  Mediterranean  are  blocked 
up  in  the  harbour  by  the  navies  of  Britain.  We  fhall  ftill  have  at 
home  a  body  of  feven  thoufand  men,  which  was  thought  a  fufficient 
fecurity  in  the  late  war,  when  the  French  had  a  fleet  equal  to  our 
own.  Why  we  fljould  now  be  in  more  danger  from  without,  I  can- 
not difcover ;  and  with  regard  to  inteftine  commotions,  they  will  be 
prevented  by  compliance  with  the  prefent  motion.  For  nothing  can 
incite  the  people  of  Britain  to  oppofe  thofe  who  have  openly  difmifled 
the  troops  of  Hanover. 

But,  my  Lords,  I  am  not  yet  at  all  convinced,  that  the  end  for 
which  thofe  troops  are  faid  to  be  hired,  ought  to  be  purfued,  or  can 
be  attained  by  us  ;  and  if  the  end  be  in  itfelf  improper  or  impofllble, 
it  certainly  follows,  that  the  means  ought  to  be  laid  afide. 

If  we  confider  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  continent,  we  ibail  find  no 
profpe<Sl  by  which  wc  can  be  encouraged  to  hazard  our  forces  or  our 
money.  The  King  of  Sardinia  has  indeed  declared  for  us,  and  op- 
pofcd  the  paflage  of  the  Spaniards ;  but  he  appears  either  to  be  deficient 
in  courage,  or  in  prudence,  or  in  force  5  for  inftead  of  giving  battle 
on  his  frontiers,  he  has  fuflfered  them,  with  very  little  refiftance,  to 
invade  his  territories,  to  plunder  and  infult  bis  fubje£b,  and  to  live 
at  hi|  expence ;  and  it  may  be  fufpefted,  that  if  he  cannot  drive  them 
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out  of  hit  country,  he  will  in  tbie  be  jcontent  to  purchaie  their  de- 
parture, by  granting  them  a  paflage  through  it,  and  rather  give  up 
the  dominions  of  his  ally  to  be  ravaged,  than  preferve  them  at  the 
expence  of  bis  own. 

If  we  turn  pur  eyes  towards  the  Dutch,  we  fball  net  be  more  en* 
couraged  to  engage  in  the  wars  on  the  continent ;  for  whatever  has 
been  afTerted  of  their  readineis  to  proceed  in  conjunfiton  with  ua^ 
they  appear  hitherto  to  behold,  with  the  moft  fupine  tranquillity,  the 
/ubverfion  of  the  German  fyftem,  and  to  be  fatisfied  with  an  un- 
difturbed  enjoyment  of  their  riches  and  their  trade.  Nor  is  there 
any  appearance,  my  Lords,  that  their  concurrence  is  withheld  only 
by  a  fingle  town,  as  has  been  infinuated ;  for  the  vote  of  any  finglr 
town,  except  Amfterdam,  may  be  over-ruled,  and  the  refolutionhai 
pafled  the  neceffary  form,  when  it  is  oppofed  by  only  one  voice. . 

If  we  take  a  view,  my  Lords,  of  their  late  condu(%  without  fufier* 
ing  our  defires  to  miilead  our  underftandings,  we  iball  find  no  reafoa 
for  imagining,  that  they  propofe  any  fudden  alteration  of  their  con^r 
dufk,  which  has  been  hitherto  confident  and  fteady,  and  appears  to 
arife  from  eftablilhed  principles,  which  nothing  has  lately  happened  t9 
incline  them  to  fbrlake. 

When  they  were  folicited  to  become,  like  us,  the  guarantees  of 
Hanover,  they  made  no  fcruple  of  returning,  with  whatever  un« 
politenefs,  an  abfolute  refufal  ^  nor  could  they  be  prevailed  upon  to 
grant,  what  we  appear  to  think  that  we  were  honoured  in  being  ad« 
initted  to  beftow«  When  they  were  called  upon  to  fulfil  their  ftipu- 
Ration,  and  fupport  the  Pragmatic  San^ion,  the^  evaded  their  owa 
cnntraA,  till  all  affiftance  would  have  been  too  late,  had  not  a  lucky 
difcovery  of  the  French  perfidy  feparated  the  King  of  Pfruflia  from 
^m ;  and  what  reafon,  my  Lords,  can  be  given,  why  they  Ihouid 
now  do  what  they  refufed,  when  it  might  have  been  ynuch  more  fafely 
and  more  eafily  eiFe£led  ?  Did  they  fufier  the  Queen  of  Hungary  to 
be  oppreftd,  only  to  fbew  their  own  power  and  affluence  by  le- 
lieving  her  I  ox  can  it  be  imaigined,  that  pity  has  prevailed  over  policy 
or  cowardice  i  They,  who  in  contempt  of  their  own  treaties  refufed 
to  engage  in  a  caufe  while  it  was  yet  doubtful,  will  certainly  think 
themielves  juftified  in  abandoning  it  when  it  is  loft,  and  will  urgc» 
tbat  no  treaty  can  oblige  them  to  a£t  like  madmen^  or  tp  undertako 
iffpoffibililtes. 
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I  am  therefore  convinced,  my  Lords,  that  they  Will  not  enter  into 
an  oiFeiifive  treaty,  and  diat  they  have  only  engaged  to  do  what  their 
own  intereft  required  from  them,  without  any  new  ftipulation,  to  pre- 
serve their  own  country  from  invafion  by  fending  garrifons  into  the 
frontier  towns,  which  they  may  do  without  any  offence  to  France,  or 
any  interruption  of  their  own  tranquillity. 

Many  other  ueaties  have,  been  mentioned,  my  Lords,  and  men- 
tioned with  great  oftentation,  as  the  e^<^  of  confummate  policy, 
which  will,  I  fufped,  appear  to  be  at  leaft  only  defenfive  treaties,  by 
which  the  contradting  powers  promife  little  more  than  to  take  care 
of  themfelvest 

In  this  ftatc  of  the  world,  my  Lords,*  when  all  the  powers  of  the 
continent  appear  benumbed  by  a  lethargy,  or  (hackled  by  a  panic, 
to  what  purpofe  ihould  we  lavifb,  in  hiring  and  tranfporting  troops, 
that  wealth  which  contcfts  of  nearer  importance  immediately  require  ? 

It  is  well  known  to  our  merchants,  whofe  {hips  are  every  day  feized^ 
by  privateers,  that  we  are  at  war  with  Spain,  and  that  our  commerce 
if  every  day  impaired  by  the  depredations  of  an  enemy,  whon?  only 
'our  own  negligence  enables  to  refift  us ;  but  I  doubt,  my  Lords, 
whether  it  is  kndwn  in  Spain,  that  their  monarch  is  at  war  with 
Britain,  otherwife  than  by  the  riches  of  our  nation,  which  are  dif- 
tributed  among  their  privateers,  and  the  prifoners  who  in  the  towns 
On  the  coaft  are  wandering  in  the  ftreets.  Fqr  I  knov/  no  inconve- 
nience which  they  can  be  fuppofed  to  feel  from  our  hoftilities^  nor  in 
what  part  of  the  world  the  war  againft  them  is  carried  on.  Before 
the  war  was  declared,  it  is  well  remembered  by  whom,  and  with  how 
great  vehemence,  it  was  every  day  repeated,  that  to  end  the  war  with 
honour  we  ought  to  taJtf  ami  hold.  What,  my  Lords,  do  we  hoU^' 
Or  what  hsjvc  We  taken  ?  What  has  the  war  produced  in  its  whole 
cpurfc  from  one  year  to  another,  but  defeats,  lofTcs,  and  ignominy  ? 
And  bow  fhall  we  regain  our  honour,  or  retrieve  our  wealth,  by  cn-r 
gaging  in  another  war  more  dangerous  but  lels  neceflary  ?  We  ought 
tircly  to  humble  Spain,  before  v\^e  prefume  to  attack  France;  and 
Vft  may  attack  France  with  better  pror,:)e<rts  of  fuccefs,  when  we 
have  no  other  enemy  to  divert  our  attention,  or  divide  our  forces. 

That  we  ought  indeed  to  make  any  attempt  upon  France,  I  an> 
far  frorti  being  convinced,  becaufe  I  do  not  now  difcovcr,  that  any  of 
the  motives  fubfift  which  engaged  us  in  the  laft  confederacy.  The 
Houfc  of  Auftria^  though  overborne  and  dillrcflid,  ^as  tlicn  power* 
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ful  in  itfelf,  and  poffcffcd  of  the  imperial  crown.     It  is  now  reduced 
tloioft  below  the  hopes  of  recovery,  and  we  arc  therefore  now  to 
rcftore  what  we  were  then  only  to  fupport.     But  what,  my  Lords, 
is  in  my  option  much  more  to  be  considered,  the  nation  wa&  then 
unanimous   in  ohe  general  refolution  to  reprefs  the  infolence  of 
France  ;  no  hardships  were  infupportable  that  conduced  to  this  grease 
end,  nor  ai>y  ta^es  grievous  that  were  applied  to  the  fupport  of  the 
war.     Thic  account  of  a  vi^^ory  yfzs  efteemed  as  an  equivalent  tp 
excifes  apd  to  public  debts ;  and  the  poileflions  of  us  and  our  pofte- 
jrity  were  chcarfully  piortgaged  to  purchafe  a  triumph  over  the  coo^-' 
mon  enemy.     But,  my  Lords,  the  difpoiition  of  the  nation  with  re- 
gard to  the  prcfent  war  U  very  different.    They  difcover  no  danger 
threatening  them,  they  are  neither  invaded  in  their  pofleffions  by  th^ 
armieS;,  nor  interrupted  ir^  their  commerce  by  the  fleets  of  France; 
and  therefore  they  are  not  able  tQ  find  out  why  they  muft  be  facrtficed 
to  an  enemy,  by  whom  they  have  been  long  purfued  with  the  moft 
implacable  hatred,  for  the  fake  of  attacking  a  power  from  which  they 
have  hitherto  felt  no  injury,  and  which  they  believe  cannot  be  pro- 
voked without  danger,  nor  oppofed  without  fuch  a  profufion  of  ex- 
pence  as  the  public  is  at  prefent  not  able  to  bear. 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  my  Lords,  that  the  bulk  of  the  Britifh 
people  are  affedled  with  the  diftreffes,  or  inflamed  by  the  magnanimity 
of  the  Queen  of  Hungary.  This  illuftrious  daughter  of  Auftria, 
ivhofe  nante  has  been  fo  often  echoed  in  thefe  wa}ls,  and  of  whom  I 
am  far  from  denying^  that  fhe  deferycs  Qur,admiration|  our  com- 
paiHon,  and  all  the  aififtance  which  can  be  given  her,  coniiftently  with 
the  regard  due  to  the  fafety  of  our  own  country,  is  to  the  greateft 
part  pf  the  people  an  imaginary  princefs,  whofe  fufferings  or  wbofe 
virtues  make  no  other  impreiEon  upon  them,  than  thofe  which  ard 
recorded  in  fiftitious  narratives  ^  nor  can  they  eafily  be  perfuaxledto 
give  up  for  her  relief  the  produce  of  their  lands,  or  the  profits  of 
their  commerce. 

Some  indeed  there  are,  my  Lords,  whofe  view§  arc  more  cxtcn- 
five,  and  whofe  fentiments  are  more  exalted  ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  either  knowledge  or  generofity  arc  confined  to  the  Senate 
or  the  Court :  but  thefe,  my  Lords,  though  they  perhaps  may  more 
readily  approve  the  -end  which  the  miniftry  pretends  to  purfue,  are 
]efs  fatisfied  with  the  means  by  which  they  endeavour  to  attain  it. 
By  thefe  men  it  is  eafily  difcoyered,  that  the  hopes  which  fome  fo 
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confidently  cxprcfs  of  prevailing  upon  the  Dutch  to  unite  with  u« 
for  the  fupport  of  the  Pragmatic  Sanation,  are  without  foundation  ; 
they  fee  that  their  confent  to  place  garrifons  in  the  frontier  towns, 
however  it  may  furnifli  a  fubjeft  of  exultation  to  thofe  whofe  intereft 
it  is  to  rcprefent  them  as  ready  to  concur  with  us,  is  oiily  anew 
proof  of  what  was  never  doubted,  their  unvariable  attention  to  their 
own  intereft,  fince  they  muft  for* their  own  fecurity  preferve  their 
own  barrier  from  being  feized  by  France.  By  this  ad  they  incur  n6 
new  expence,  they  provoke  no  enemies,  nor  give  any  affiftance  to 
the  Queen  of  Hungary,  by  which  they  can  raife  either  refcntment  in 
one  part,  or  gratitude  in  the  other  5  and  therefore  it  is  not  hard  to 
perceive  that,  whatever  is  pretended,  the  Dutch  hithdrto  obferve  the 
moft  exaft  laVirs  of  neutrality  5  and  it  is  too  evident,  that  if  they  rc- 
fufc  their  affiftance,  we  have  very  little  to  hope  from  a  war  with 
France. 

Nor  is  this  the  only  objeaion  againft  the  prefcnt  mcafures  5  for  it 
is  generally,  and  not  without  fufficient  reafon  fufpe6ted,  that  the 
|:cal  affiftance  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  is  not  intended,  fmce  the 
troops  which  have  been  hired  under  that  pretence,  are  fuch  as  can- 
not march  againft  the  Emperor.  It  is  known,  that  the  HeflSans  have 
abfolutely  refufed  to  infringe  the  conftitution  of  the  German  body^ 
by  attacking  him  who  is  by  ^  legal  grant  acknowledged  its  head  ; 
nor  is  it  cafy  to  conceive,  why  there  fliould  be  a  different  law  .for 
Hanover,  than  for  the  other  eledorates. ' 

The  long  ftay  of  the  troops  in  Flanders,  a  place  where  there  is  no 
enemy  to  encounter,  nor  ally  to  affift,  is  a  fufficient  proof  that  there 
is  nothing  more  defigned  than  that  the  troops  of  Hanover  fliall  loiter 
on  the  verge  of  war,  and  receive  their  pay  for  feafting  in  their 
quarters,  ^nd  (hewing  their  arms  at  a  review;  and  that  they  in 
reality  defign  nothing  but  to  return  home  with  full  pockets,  and 
enjoy  the  fpoils  of  Britain. 

There  may  indeed  be  another  reafon,  my  Lords,  which  hinders 
the  progrefs  of  the  united  forces,  and  by  which  thjs  Britons  and  Ha«- 
noverians  may  be  both  aiFed^ed,  though  not  both  in  the  fame  degree* 
It  is  by  no  means  unlikely,  that  tne  King  of  Pruffia  has  forbidden 
them  to  advance,  and  declared,  that  the  King  who  was  chofen  by  - 
his  fuffirage  ftiall  be  fupported  by  his  arms ;  if  this  be  his  refolution, 
|ie  is  well  known  to  want  neither  fpirit  nor  ftrength  to  avow  and 

fupport  it }  ^nd  there  are  reafons  fufficipn^  to  convince  us,  that  h^ 

has 
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lias  declared  it^  ^nd  tlut  our  troops  are  now  patientljr  waiting  tfie 
«veiit  of  a  negociation  by  which  we  are  endeavouring  to  peifuade 
him  to  aker  his  defign,  if  indeed  it  be  defired  that  he  fliouM  aiier 
it  i  for  ft  is  not  certain,  tliat  the  EleAor  of  Hanover  can  defire  the 
fcftoradon  of  the  Hoofe  of  Auflria  to  an  hereditary  enjoyment  tl 
die  imperial  dignity ;  nor  can  it  eafily  be  fliewn  why  the  politics  of 
IMC  Hotife,  ihould  differ  from  thoie  of  all  the  other  Princes,  of  the 
4Serman  empire. 

The  other  Priflces^  my  Lords,  have  long  wifhed  for  a  King  with 
-whom  they  might  treat  upon  the  level ;  a  King  who  might  owe  bis 
(dignity  only  to  their  votes»  and  who  therefore  would  be  willing  to 
Avour  them  in  gratitude  for  the  benefit.  They  know,  that  the 
JPrinces  of  the  iloufe  of  Auflria  confidered  their  advancement  to 
<fae  empire  as  the  confequence  of  their  numerous  forces  and  large 
dominions,  and  made  ufe  of  their  exaltation  only  to  tyrannise  under 
tdie  appearance  of  legal  right,  and  to  o{^>ref6  thofe  as  Soverdgns, 
whom  they  would  otherwife  have  harailed  as  conquerors* 

Before  we  can  therefore  hope  for  the  concurrence  of  die  Princes 
fof  the  empire^  we  muft  inform  them  of  our  defign,  if  any  deiign  has 
^een  yet  laid  out.  Is  it  your  intention  to  reftore  the  Houfe  of 
Attftria  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  its  former  greatnefs  i  This  will  cer- 
tainly be  aperiy  oppofed  by  all  thofe  powers  who  are  flrong  enough 
to  make  head  againft  it,  aqd  fecredy  obihu^led  by  thofe,  whofe  weak- 
nefs  makes  them  afraid  of  public  declarations.  Do  you  intend  to 
fupport  the  Pragmatic  Sandion  ?  This  can  only  be  done  by  defeating 
the  whole  power  of  France ;  and  for  this  you  mufl  neceflarily  pro* 
vide  troops  who  Ihall  dare  to  ad  againfl  the  prefcnt  King.  So  that 
St  appears^  my  Lords,  that  we  are  auempting  nothing,  or  attempting 
|mpoffi)ilitfies ;  that  eidier  we  have  no  end  in  view,  or  that  we  have 
made  uie  of  an  abfisrd  choice  of  means  by  which  it  cannot  be 
attained. 

Whatever  be  our  clefign  with  regard  tp  Germs^ny,  the  war  againft 
Spain  15  evidently  negle^d ;  and  indeed  one  part  of  our  condud 
proves  at  once,  that  we  intend  neither  to  zBiA  the  Auflrians,  nor 
to  punifli  the  Spaniards ;  fince  we  have  in  a  great  meafure  di£d>led 
^urfelves  fi-om  either  by  the  neutrality  which  Captain  Martin  is  faid 
to  have  granted,  and  by  which  we  have  allowed  an  afylum  both  to 
fhe  troops  of  Spain,  which  fhall  fly  before  the  Auftrians,  and  die 
mivatcers  which  Iball  b^  chafp4  by  ^  fl?>ps  in  the  Med^tcsxanean. 

Ism 
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lam  thetrefare  <refivinced,  my  Loldst  tfiat  our  defigns  are  not  fiich 
«$  they  are  reprefented,  or  d)at  they  will  not  be  accomplifflied  by  the 
meafures  taken.  I  am  convinced  in  a  particular  nanher,  that  the 
troqps  of  Hanover  can  be  of  no  itfe»  and  that  they  wiU  raife  the  refent* 
jnent  of  die  nation  adready  overwhehned  with  unneceflary  burthens. 
•  I  know  likewife,  that  they  have  been  taken  into  pay  without  the 
confent  of  the  Senate,  and  am  convinced,  that  if  no  other  obje^on 
could  be  raifed,  we  ought  not  to  ratify  a  treaty  which  the  Crowi^ 
has  made,  without  laying  it  before  us  in  the  ufual  manner*  I  need 
not  therefore  inform  your  Lordfhips,  that  I  think  the  motioa  now 
under  your  confideration  neceflary  and  juft ;  and  that  I  hope,  upon  as 
attentive  examination  of  the  reafons  which  have  been  ollered,  your 
LonUhips  will  concur  in  it  with  that  unanimity  which  evidence  ought 
to  eofbrcTt  and  that  zeal  which  ought  to  be  excitod  by  public 
danger. 

To  which  the.  Duke  of  Newcastle  noade  anfwer  to  thefcUowing 
purport  :•— My  Lords,  I  know  not  by  what  imaginary  appearances 
of  public  danger  the  noble  Lord  is  f6  much  alariaed,  nor  what  fears 
they  are  which  he  endeavours  with  fo  much  art  and  zeal  to  commu* 
nicate  to  this  Aflembly.  For  my  part,  I  can  upon  the  moft  atten« 
tive  furvey  of  our  affairs,  diicover  nothing  to  be  feared  but  calum- 
nies and  mifreprefenutlons ;  and  thefe  I  (hall  henceforward  think 
more  formidablci  fince  they  have  been  able  to  in^fe  upon  an  un-» 
derftanding  k>  penetrating  as  that  of  his  Lordihip's,  and  have  pre- 
vailed upon  him  to  believe  what  is  not  only  falfe,  but  without  the 
appearance  of  truth,  and  to  believe  it  fo  firmly,  as  to  aflert  it  to 
}^our  Lord(hips. 

One  of  the  fafis  which  he  has  thus  implicitly  received,  and  thus 
publicly  mentioned,  is  the  neutrality  fuppofed  to  have  been  granted 
to  the  King  of  Sicily,  from  which  be  has  amufed  himfelf  apd  yoi^r 
Lordihips  with  deducing  very  deflrudive  confequences,  that  'perhapf 
need  not  to  be  allowed  him  even  upon  fuppolition  of  the  neutrality ; 
but  which  need  not  now  be  difputed,  becaufe  no  neutrality  )|as  been 
granted.  Captain  Martin,-  when  he  treated  with  the  King,  very 
cautiouily  declined  any  declarations  pf  the  intentions  of  the  Brtdfh 
Court  on  that  particular,  and  confined  himfelf  to  the  fuiajeld  of  his 
SKflage,  without  giving  any  reafon  for  hope,  or  defpair  of  a  neutra« 
lity.  So  that  if  it  ihall  be  thought  neceflary,  we  are  this  hour  at 
liberty  to  declare  war  againft  the  King  of  Sicily^  and  ouy  purfue 

'  the 


\ 


348  DEBATE.  ON  [fEBJri 

the  Spaniards  with  thcfame  freedom  on  his  coafh  as  on  thofe  of  anjf 
other  \x>vftTy  and  prohibit  any  affiftance  from  being  given  by  bin 
to  their  armies  in  Italy. 

His  Lordfhip's  notion  of  the  interpofition  of  the  King  of  ProlBt 
in  the  King's  favour,  is  another  phantom  raifcd  by  calumny  to  ter- 
rify credulity ;  a  phantom  which  will,  I  hope,  be  entirely  diffipated, 
when  I  have  informed  the  Houfe,  that  the  whole  fuf{>icion  is  without 
foundation,  and  that  the  King  of  Pruffia  has  made  no  declaration  of 
any  defign  tofupport  the  King,  or  of  oppofmg  us  in  the  perfbrmancc 
€>f  our  treaties.  This  Prince,  my  Lords,  however  jjowerful,  zQm  ^ 
or  ambitious,  appear^  to  be  fatisfied  with  his  acquifitions,  and  willing 
to  reft  in  an  inoSendve  neutrality. 

Such,  my  Lo^ds,  and  fo  remote  from  truth  are  the  reprefentations 
n^ich  the  enemies  of  the  Government  have  with  great  zeal  and  in<* 
duftry  fcattered  over  the  nation,  and  by  which  they  have  endeavoured 
to  obviate  thofe  fchemes  which  they  would  feem  to  6ivour ;  for  bj 
finking  the  nation  to  a  defpair  of  attaining  thofe  ends  which  Aej 
declare  at  the  fame  time  neceflary  not  only  to  our  happinefs,  but  to 
our  prefervation,  what  do  they  lefs  than  tell  us,  that  we  mud  be 
content  to  look  unadive  on  the  calamities  that  approach  us,  and  pre* 
pare  to  be  cruflied  by  that  ruin  whiph  we  cannot  prevent  ? 

From  this  cold  dejection,  my  Lords,  arifes  that  defpair  which  lb 
many  Lords  have  expreffed  of  prevailing  upon  the  D^tch  to  unite 
with  us.  The  determinations  of  that  people  are  indeed  always  flow, 
and  the  rcafon  of  their  flownefs  has  been  already  given ;  but  I  am 
informed,  that  the  general  fpirit  which  now  reigns  among  them,  is 
likely  foon  to  over-rule  the  particular  interefts  of  fingle  provinces, 
and  can  produce  letters  by  which  it  will  appear,  that  had  only  one 
tpwn  oppofed  thofe  meafures  to  which  their  concurrence  is  no^ 
folicitedi  it  had  been  long  fince  over- ruled;  for  there  want  not 
hem  men  equally  enamoured  of  the  magnanimity  and  finn- 
he  Queen  of  Hungary,  equally  zealous  for  the  general  good 
of  mankind,  equally  zealous  for  the  liberties  of  Europe,  and  equally 
convinced  of  the  perfidy,  the  ambition,  and  the  infolence  of  France, 
with  any  Lord  in  this  Affembly. 

Tbefe  men,  my  Lords,  have  long  endeavoured  to  roufc  their 
country  from  the  floth  of  avarice,  and  the  flumber  of  tranquillity,  to 
a  generous  and  extenfive  regard  for  the  univerfal  happinefs  of  man* 

kind  ;  and  arc  now  labouring  in  the  general  Aflcmbly  to  communl- 
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Gate  that  ardour  with  which  they  are  themfelves  inflamed,  and  to  ex- 
cite that  zeal  for  public  fiuth,  of  which  their  fuperior  knowledge 
fliews  them  the  neceffity. 

It  has  been  indeed  infinuated,  that  all  their  confultations  tend  only 
to  place  garrifons  in  thofe  towns  from  which  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
has  withdrawn  her  forces ;  but  this  fuppoiition,  my  Lords,  as  it  is 
without  any  fupport  from  fads,  is  iikewife  without  probability.  For 
to  garriibn  the.  barrier  towns,  requires  no  previous  debates  nor  deli* 
berations ;  fince  it  never  was  oppofed  even  by  thofe  by  whom  die 
affiibnce  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  has  been  moft  retarded.  Nor 
have  even  the  deputies  of  Dort,  whofe  obftinacy  has  been  moft  re« 
markable,  denied  the  neceffity  of  fecuring  the  coniine.s  of  their 
country,  by  pofleffing  with  their  own  troops  thofe  places  which  the 
Auftrians  are  obliged  to  forfake.  Their  prefent  difputes,  my  Lords, 
muft  be  therefore  on  fome  other  queftion ;  and  whdt  queftion  can  be 
now  before  them  which  can  produce  any  difficulties,  but  that  whidi 
regards  the  fupport  of  the  Pragmatic  Sandion  ? 

If  thefe  deliberations  ihould  be  fo  far  influenced  by  the  arrival  of 
the  army  in  the  pay  of  Britain,  as  to  end  in  a  refolution  to  fend  a 
fufficient  nuaiber  of  forces  into  Germany,  it  will  not  be  dented, 
that  the  troops  which  give  occafion  for  this  debate,  have  really  been 
uieful  to  the  common  caufe  ;  nor  will  his  Majefty  lofe  the  aiiefHons 
of  any  of  his  fubje£ls,  by  the  ialfe  accounts  which  have  been  fpread 
of  an  invidious  preference  given  to  the  troops  of  Hanover. 

That  every  Government  ought  to  endeavour  to  gain  the  efleem 
and  confidence  of  the  people,  I  fuppofe  we  are  all  equally  con- 
vinced; but  I,  for  my  part,  am  very  far  from  thinking  that  meafures 
x>ught  only  to  be  purfued  or  rejefled,  as  they  are  immediately  fa- 
voured or  difliked  by  the  populace.  For  as  they  cannot  know  either 
the  caufes  0/  the  end  of  public  tranfa&ions,  they  can  judge  only 
from  fallacious  appearances,  or  the  information  of  thofe  whofe  in- 
tereft  it  may  perhaps  be  to  lead  them  away  from  the  truth.  That 
Monarch  will  be  moft  certainly  and  moft  permanently  popular,  wh# 
fteadily  purfues  the  good  of  his  people,  even  in  oppofition  to  their  own 
prejudices  and  clamours ;  who  difregards  calumnies,  which,  though 
they  may  prevail  for  a  day,  time  will  fufliciently  confute,  and  flights 
objedions  which  he  knows  may  be  anfwered)  aud  anfwered  beyond 
reply. 

Such, 


&ick,  my  Lords,  are  the  ol^efiioas  whidi  have  beeir  httbertv^fauM 
againft  the troopB  of  Hanovvr^of  whidx many  arife  boxsi  ignocanet, 
and  many  from  prejudice }  and  fome  may  be  difpoki  to  be  maM 
only  for  die  &ke  of  giving  way  to  invev^ves,  and  indulging  a  petu- 
lant inclination  of  fpeaking  contemptuoufly  of  Hanover. 

With  this  view,  my  Liords,  it  has  been  afked,  vrhy^  the  Hanove- 
rians ace  preferred  to  all  other  nations  ?  Why  they  have  been  feleded 
fmun.  all  other  troops,  to  fight  againft  France  the  caufe  of  Europe  i 
They  vrere'  chofen,  my  Lords,  becaufe  they  were  moft  eafily  to  be 
piocured.  Of  the  other  nations  from  whom  forces  have  ufoally 
been  hired,  fome  were  engaged  in  the  care  of  proteding,  of  die 
defign  of  extending  their  own  dominions,  and  others  had  no  troops 
levied,  nor  c(AiId  therefore  fiirnifli  them  with  fpeed  enough  for  the 
exigence  diat  demanded  diem* 

It  has  been  afked  with  an  air  of  triumph,  as  a  queftion  to  which 
no  anfwer  could  be  given,  why  an  equal  number  of  Britons  was  not 
lent,  lince  their  valour  might  be  efteemed-  at  leaft  equal  to  that  of 
Hanoverians  ?  I  am  (ar,  my  Lords,  iirom  intending  to  diminifli  die 
reputation  of  the  Britifh  courage,  or  detrad  from  that  pratfe  which 
has  been  gainediby  fitch  gallant  enterpcifes,  and  preferved  by  a  long 
fucceiBon  of  dangers,  and  of  viSories ;  nor  do  I  expeft  that  any 
nation  will  ever  form  a  juil  claim  tx>  fiiperiority.  The  nnfon, 
therefore,  my  Lords,  for  which  die  troops  of  Hanover  were  hired, 
was  not  that  die  bravery-of  our  countrymen  vh%  doubted,  but  diat 
the  tranfportation  of  fuch  numbers  might  leave  us  naked  to  the  in- 
fults  of  an  enemy*  For  though  the  noble  Loid  has  declared,  that 
after  having  fiint  fixteen  thoufknd  into  Flanders,  we  ihould  flill  have 
referved  for  our  defence  a  body  of  feven  thoiifand  equal  to  duit  which 
the  prete£Kon  of  this  kingdom  was  introfted'  in  the  kte  war,  his 
oi^nion  will  upon  examination  be-  found  to  have  arifen  only  from  the 
emimemtion  of  the  names  of  our  regiments,  many  of  which  are 
far  from  being  complete,  and  fome  almofl  merely  nominal;  fo'tfaat 
perhaps-  if  a  body  of  fixteen  thoufand  more  had  been  fent,  diere 
would  not  have  remained  a  fingle  regiment  to  have  repelted  the 
crew  of  any  daring  privateer  thatihoirid  have  landed  to. bum  our 
villages,  and  ravage  the  defencelefs  country* 

It  was  defired,  my  Lords,  by  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  that  a  Brittfh 
army  might  appear  on  the  continent  in  her  favour,  for  fhe  knew 
the  reputation  and  terror  of  our  arms  i  and  as  her  demand  was  cqui- 
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table  in  Ufelf,  ainl  hociourable  to  the  nation,  it  wa»  complied  with  ^ 
and  as  many  of  oia  native  troops  were  fent,  as  it  waa  tliought  con-^ 
veaient  to  ^pare,  the  reft  were  ueceflarily  to  be  hired }  and  it  is  the 
builne&  of  tboie  Lords  who  defend  the  motion,  to  fhew  frooa 
whence  they  could  be  called  more  properJy  dvin  frooi  HfiLnoucr^ 

It  has  been  urged  wuth  great  warqiii^  that  the  contrail  made  Tor 
thefis  troops  has  not  been  laid  before  the  Senate,  a  charge  which  dH» 
TU>bIe  Lord  \i4io  fpoke  laft  but  one,  has  fliewn  to  be  ill  grounded  ; 
bccaufe  the  former  determinations  of  the  Senate  enabled  the  Crowi^ 
to  g^rriibn  the  frontier  towns  without  any  new  deliberations,  but 
which  may  be  perhaps,  more  iatisfii£k>rily  confuted  by  (hewing,  that^ 
it  is  an  acculatioaof  negleding  that  which  was  inr  reality  not  pot^ 
i|ble  to  be  performed,  or  which  at  leaft  could  not  be  perforinedf 
without  fubje£Ung  the  Government  to  imputations  yet  more  dann. 
gerous  than  thofe  which  it  now  fufiers* 

The  accounts^  my  I^ionis^  by  which  the  miniftry  were  determined. 
tp  fend  the  army  into  Flanders,  arrived  only  fifteen  days  before  the' 
recefs  of  the  Scsiatr ;  nor  was  the  refolution  formed,  as  it  may  eaiily. 
be  imagined^  till  feveral  days  after;  fo  that  there  was  very  little, 
time  for  fenatonal  deliberations,,  npr  was  it  perhaps  convenient  to 
publiib  at  that  time  the  whole  fcheme  of  our  defigns. 

But  let  us  fiippofe,  my  Lords,  that  the  Senate  had  a  few  days^ 
before  they  role  been  confulted,  and  that  a  vote  of  credit  had  been 
required  to  enable  the  Crown  to  hire  forces  during  the  interval  of  the* 
f^ffionSy  what  would  thofe  by  whom  this  motion  is  fupported  have 
urged  againft  it  i  Would  they  i^ot  with  great  appearance  of  reafon 
have  aUedged  the  impropriety  of  fuch  an  application  to  the  thin  re- 
Qiaina  of  a  Senate,  from  which  almoft  all  thofe  had  retired,  whom 
t^ir  employment^  did  not  retain  in  the  neighbcnrhood  of  the  Court  ? 
Would  it  not  have  been  echoed  from  one  corner  of  thefe  kingdoms 
to  another,  that  the  miniftry  had  betrayed  their  country  by  a  con- 
trad  which  they  durft  not  lay  before  a  full  Senate,  and  of  which* 
they  would  truft  the  examination  only  to  thofe  whom  they  had  hired 
to  approve  it?  Would  not  this  have  be^n  generally  afterted,  and 
generally  believed  ?  Would  not  thofe  who  diftinguifiied  themfelves 
as-the.opponents  of  the-Court,  have  urged,  that  the  King  ought  to 
exert  his  prerogative,  and  truft  the  equity  of  the  Senate  for  the  ap-> 
ptfTobation  of  his  meafures,  and  the  payment  of  the  troops  which  he 
had  retained  for  the  fupport  of  the  common  caule,  the  caufe  for 
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which  fo  much  zeal  had  been  exprefled,  and  for  which  it  could  not 
with  juftice  be  fufpeded,  that  any.  rcafonable  demands  woiiid  be 
denied?  Would  not  the  folicitation  of  a  grant  of  power  without 
limits,  to  be  cxected  wholly  at  the  difcretion  of  the  miniflry,  be  cen- 
iiired  as  a  precedent  of  the  .utmpft  danger,  which  it  was  the  bufinefi 
of  every  man  to  oppofe^  who  had  not  loft  all  regard  to  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  his  country  i 

Thefc  infinuations,  my  Lords,  were  forefecn  and  allowed  by  the 
miniftry  to  be  fpecious,  and  therefore  they  determined  to  avoid  them 
by  purfutng  their  fchemes  at  their  own  hazard,  without  any  other 
fecurity  than  the  confcioufnefs  of  the  redlitude  of  their  own  deftgns ; 
and  to  truft  to  the  equity  of  the  Senate  when  they  fhould  be  laid 
before  them,  at  a  time  when  part  of  their  efFeds  might  be  difco- 
vered,  and  when  therefore  nofalfe  reprefentations  could  be  ufed  to 
miflead  their  judgment.  They  knew  the  zeal  of  the  Commons  for 
the  great  caufe  of  univerfal  liberty ;  they  knew  that  their  meafures 
had  no  other  tendency  than  the  promotion  of  that  caufe,  and  there- 
fore they  confidently  formed  thofe  expedations  which  have  not  de- 
ceived them,  that  tbe  pay  of  the  troops  would  be  readily  granted, 
tad  ordered  them  therefore  to  march ;  though  if  the  Commons  had 
difapproved  their  plan,  they  muft  have  returned  into  their  own  coun* 
try,  or  have  been  fupported  at  the  expcnce  of  the  elefiorate. 
-  The  objedions  railed  againft  thefe  troops,  have  apparently  had  no 
influence  in  the  other  Houfe,  becaufe  fupplies  have  been  granted 
for  their  pay ;  and  I  believe  they  will,  upon  examination,  be  found 
by  your  Lordfliips  not  to  deferve  much  regard. 

It  is  aflcrted,  that  they  cannot  act  againft  the  Emperor  eftablifhed 
and  acknowledged  by  the  diet,  without  fubjeSing  their  country  to 
an  interdid;  and  it  was  therefore  fufpe£ted,  that  they  would  in 
reality  be  of  no  ufe.  This  fufpicion,  my  Lords,  I  fuppofe,  it  is 
now  not  neceflary  to  ccnfure,  fince  you  have  heard  from  his  Majefty, 
that  they  arc  preparing  to  march  ;  and  as  the  confequences  of  their 
conduct  can  only  affe(a  the  eleftora'te,  its  propriety  or  legality  with 
regard  to  the  conftitution  of  the  empire,  falls  not  properly  under 
our  confideration. 

How  his  Majefty's  meafures  may  be  defended,  even  in  this  view, 
I  fuppofe  I  need  not  inform  any  of  this  Aflembly.  .It  is  well  known, 
that  the  Emperor  was  chofen  not  by  the  free  confent  of ,  the  diet,  in 
which  every  eledor  voted  according  to  his  own  fenfe^  but  by  a  diet 
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in  which  one  vot^  of  the  empire  was  fufpended  withoui  any  regard 
to  law  or  juftice,  and  in  which  the  reft  were  eictorted  by  a  French 
army,  which  threatened  immediate  riiin  to  him  who  ihould  refufe  his 
confent.  The  Emperor  thus  chofen,  Was  likewile  afterwards  recog- 
nized by  the  iame  powers,  upon  the  fame  motives,  and  the  aid  was 
granted  as  the  votes  were  given  by  the  influence  of  the  armies  of 
France. 

For  this  reafoo,  my  Lords,  the  Queen  of  Hungary  ftill  refufes  to 
give  the  £le£lor  of  Bavaria  the  ftile  and  honours  which  belong  to 
the  imperial  dignity  ;  Ihe  confiders  the  Throne  as  ftill  vacant^  and 
requires  that  it  fliouid  be  filled  by  an  uninfluenced  ele£lion. 

It  has  been  obferved,  my  Lords,  that  his  Majefty  gave  his  votd 
to  the  Eledor  of  Bavaria ;  and  it  has  been  therefore  reprefented  as 
mn  inconfiftency  in  his  condud,  that  he  (hould  make  war  againft 
him.  But,  my  Lords,  it  will  by  no  means  follow,  that^  becaufe  he 
voted  for  him,  he  thinks  him  lawfully  eleded,  nor  that  it  is  unjufl 
to  difpofllefs  him  ^  though  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  we  are  not  making 
war  to  dethrone  the  Emperor,  however  eleded,  but  to  fupport  the 
Pragmatic  SanfHon. 

This  obfervation,  though  fomewhat  foreign  from  the  prefent  de- 
bate,  I  have  thought  it  not  improper  to  lay  before  your  Lordfhips^ 
that  no  fcruples  might  remain  in  the  moft  delicate  and  fcrupulous^ 
and  to  fhew  that  the  meafures  of  his  Majefty  cannot  be  juftly  charged 
with  inconfiftency. 

But  this,  my  Lords,  is  not  the  only,  nor  the  greateft  benefit  which 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  has  received  from  thefe  troops;  for  it  is 
highly  probable,  that  the  ftates  will  be  induced  to  concur  in  the 
common  caufe,  when  they  find  that  they  are  not  incited  to  a  mock 
confederacy,  when  they  perceive  that  we  really  intend  to  a£l  vigo- 
roufly,  that  we  decline  neither  expence  nor  danger,  and  that  a  com- 
pliance with  our  demands  will  not  expofe  them  to  ftand  alone  and 
unaffifted  againft  the  power  of  France,  elated  by  fuccefs,  and  exaf- 
perated  by  oppofition. 

If  this,  my  Lords,  fliould  be  the  confequence  of  our  meafures, 
arid  this  confequence  is  perhaps  not  far  diftant,  it  will  no  longer  be, 
I  hope,  aflerted,  that  thefe  mercenaries  are  an  ufelefs  burthen  to  the 
nation,  that  they  are  of  no  advantage  to  the  common  caufe,  or 
that  die  people  have  been  betrayed  by  the  miniftry  into  expences, 
merely  that  Hanover  might  be  enriched.    When  the  grand  ccnfiit- 
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tacy  is  ohcc  rcviv.fed^  and  reyiycd  by  any  univcrfel  <ofivj£Hon.of  the 
deftrudive  mcafures,  the  inH^tiable  ambition,  and  th^  outrageous 
ci-uelty  of  the  French,  what  may  not  the  frieqcjs  of  liberty  pr^fume 
to  expefl  ?  May  tbey  not  hope,  my  Lords,  that  thofe  haughty  troops 
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which  have  been  fo  long  employed  in  conquers  and  invafiQns^  that. 
have  laid  wafte  the  neiglibouring  countries  with  ftaughtejs  and  de- 
yaftations,  will  be  foon  compelled  to  retire  to  their  own  frontiers, 
and  b(5  content  to  guard  the  verge  of  their  native  provinces?  Mty 
we  not  hope,  that  they  will  foon  be  driven  from  their  pofts ;  that 
they  will  be  forced  to  retreat  to  a  more  defenfible  ftation,  and  admit 
the  armies  of  their  enemies  into  their  dominions ;  and  that  they  will 
be  purfued  from  fortress  to  fortr.efs^  and  from  one  intrenchment  to 
another,  till  they  iball  be  reduced  to  petition  for  peace,  and  purchafe 
it  by  the  alienation  of  part  of  their  territories. 

I  hope,  my  Lords,  it  may  be  yet  iafeiy  aflertcd  that  the « French,, 
however  powerful,  are  not  inyincible ;    that  their  armies  may  be 
deftroyed,  and  their  treafures  exhaufied ;  thft  they^nay  therefore  ba 
reduced  to  narrow.  limits,  and  difabled  from  being  any  longer  ik 
difturbers  of  the  peace  of  the  univerfe. 

It  is  well  known,  my  Lprds»  that  their  wealth  is  not  the  prodoft 
of  their  own  country ;  that  gold  is  not  dug  out  of  their  mount^isSi 
or  rolled  down  their  rivers^  but  that  it  is  gained  by  an  exU&five 
and  fuccefsful  commerce,  carried  on  in  many  parjts  of  the  world,  to . 
the  diminution  of  our  own.  It  is  known  likewiie,  that  trade  cannot 
be  Continued  in  war,  without,  the  protei^ion  of  naval  armameots; 
and  that  our  fleet  is  at  preicnt  fuperior  in  ftrength  to  thole  of  the 
greateft  part  of  the  univerfe  united.  It  is  therefore  reaibnably  to 
be  hoped,  that  though  by  aflifting  the  Houle  of  Auftria  we  (hould 
provoke  the  French  to  declare  war  againft  us,  their  hoftilities  would 
produce  none  of  thofe  calamities  which  feem  to  be  dreaded  by  put 
ef .  this  Aflen>bly  ^  and  that  fhould  a  confederacy  be  formed  as  might 
be  able  to.  retort  all  the  machinations  of . France  upou  herfelf,  ao 
would  tear  her  provinces  from  her,  and  anneX  them  to  other 
Sovereignties, 

It  has  been  urged,  that  no  fuch  fuccefs  can  be  .expelled  from  thr 
conduA  which  we  have  lately  purfued ;  that  we,  who  are  thus  daring 
the  refcntment  of  the  moft  formidable  povnct  in  the  univerfe,  have 
long  fuffcred  ourfelvcs  to  be  infulted  by  aa  enemy  of  far  inferior 
force  i  that  wc  have  been  defeated  in  all  our  enterpiifc^^  and  hav&at 
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prelent  appfftred  to  defift  from  any  defign  of  hoftiltties  j  that  the 
Spaniards  fcarCely  perceive,  that  they  have  an  enemy,  or  feel  any  of 
the  calamities  or  inconveniencies  of  war ;  and  that  they  are  every 
day  enriched  v/ith  the  plunder  of  Britam  without  danger,  and 
without  labour. 

That  the  war  againft  Spain  has  not  hitherto  been  remarkably  fuc- 
Cefsful,  moft  be  confcfled^  and  though  the  Spaniards  cannot  bOaft  of 
any  other  advantages  than  the  defence  of  their  own  dominions,  yet 
they  may  perhaps  be  fomewhat  elated;  as  they  have  been  able  to  hold 
out  a'gainft  an  enemy  fupcrior  to  themfelves.  But,  my  Lords,  I  am 
far  from  believing,  that  they  confider  the  war  againft  us  as  an  ad^ 
vantage^  or  that  they  dd  not  lament  it  as  one  of  the  heavieft  cala- 
mities that  could  fall'  upon  them.  If  it  be  aiked,  in  what  part  of 
their  dominions  they  feel  any  cffefts  of  our  hoftility,  I  ffiall  anfwer 
with  great  confidence,  that  they  fcel  them  in  every  part  which  is 
^xpofed  to  the  evils  of  a  naval  war ;  that  they  are  in  pafn  wherever 
Aey  are  fenfible ;  that  they  aNi  wounded  wherever  they  arc  not  (hel- 
tcred  from  our  blows,  by  the  intirpofition  of  the  nations  of  the 
continent.  , 

If  we  examine,  my  Lo^ds,  the  influence  of  our  European  arma- 
ments, we  (hall  find  that  their  (hips  of  war  are  (hut  up  in  the  har- 
bour of  France,  and  that  the  fleets  of  both,  nations  are  happily 
blocked  up  together,  fo  that  they  can  neither  extricate  each  other 
by  concerted  motions,  in  which  our  attention  might  be  diitradedy 
and  our  force  divided,  nor  by  their  united  force  break  through  the 
bars  by  which  they  are  (hut  up  from  the  ufe  of  the  ocean. 

But  this,  my  Lords,  however  important  with  refpefl  to  us,  is 
perhaps  the  fmalleft  inconvenience  which  the  Spaniards  feel  from  our  ' 
naval  fuperiority.  They  have  an  army,  my  Lords,  in  Italy,  expofed 
^o  all  the  mlferies  of  famine,  while  our  fleet  prohibits  the  tranfporta- 
tion  of  thofe  provi(u>ns  which  have  been  (lored  in  veflels  for  their 
fupply,  and  which  muft  be  probably  foon  made  defencelefs  by  the 
v^aiit  of  ammunition,  and  fall  into  the  bands  of  their  enemies  without 
the  honour  of  a  battle. 

But  what  to  the  pride  of  a  Spaniard  mud  be  yet  a  more  fevere 
aflSi(ftion,  they  have  on  the  fame  continent  a  natural  confederate^ 
who  is  yet  fo  intimidated  by  the  Britilh  fleets^  that  he  dares  neither 
afford  them  refuge  in  his  dominions,  nor  fend  his  troops  to  thefr 
^fliftance.    The  Q«ieen>  amidl^  all  the  fcbeoies' whictf  her  unbounded 
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ambitioa  forms  for  the  exaltation  of  ber  family,  finds  her  own  fon^ 
after  having  received  a  kingdom  from  her  kindnefs,  reftrained  from 
fMPporting  her,  and  reduced  to  preferve  thofe  territories  which  (he 
has  beftowed  upon  him^  by  abandoning  her  from  whom  he  re- 
ceived  them. 

Thefe,  my  Lords,  are  the  inconveniencies  which  the  Spaniards 
feel,  from  our  fleets  in  the  Mediterranean ;  and  even  thefe,  howevcic 
embarrai&ng,  however  depreffing,  are  lighter  than  thofe  which  our 
American  navy  produces.  It  is  apparent,  that  money  is  equivalent 
to  ftrength,  a  propofition  of  which,  if  it  could  be  doubted,  the  Spaniflv 
Monarchy  would  afford  fufficient  proof,  as  it  has  been  for  a  long 
time  fupported  only  by  the  power  of  riches.  It  is  therefore  impof- 
fiblt  to  weaken  Spain  more  fpeedily  or  more  certainly,  than  by  in- 
tercepting or  obftruding  the  annual  fupplies  of  gold  and  filver  which 
ihe  receives  from  her  American  provinces,  by  which  ihe  was  once 
enabled  to ,  threaten  fiavery  to  all  the  neighbouring  nations,  and  in- 
cited to  begin,  with  the  fubjedion  of  this  ifland,  her  mighty  fcheme 
of  univerfal  monarchy,  and  by  which  ibe  has  dill  continued  to  exalt 
herfelf  to  an  equality  with  the  moft  powerful  nations,  to  eredl  new 
kingdoms,  and  fet  at  defiance  the  Auftrian  power. 

Thefe  fupplies,  my  Lords,  are  now,  if  not  wholly,  yet  in  a  great 
meafurc  withheld  ;  and  by  all  the  efforts  which  the  Spaniards  now 
make,  they  are  exhaufting  their  vitals,  and  wafting  the  natural 
ftrength  of  their  native  country.  While  they  made  war  wich  ad- 
ventitious treafures,  and  only  fquandered  one  year  what  another 
would  repay  them.  It  was  not  eafy  to  forefee  how  long  their  pride 
would  incline  them  to  hold  out  againft  fuperior  ftrength.  While 
they  were  only  engaged  in  a  naval  war,  they  might  have  perfifted 
for  a  long  time  in  a  kind  of  paflive  obftinacy ;  and  while  they  were 
engaged  in  no  foreign  enterprizes,  might  have  fupported  that  trade 
with  each  other  which  is  neceflary  for  the  fupport  of  life,  upon  the 
credit  of  thofe  treafures  which  are  annually  heaped  up  in  their  fiore- 
houfes,  though  they  are  not  received  ;  and  by  which,  upon  the  ter- 
mination of  the  vt^r,  all  their  debts  might  at  once  be  paid,  and  all 
their  funds  be  re-eftabliflied. 

fiut  at  prefcnt,  my. Lords,  their  condition  is  far  different;  they 
have  been  tempted  by  the  profpe<St  of  enlarging  their  dominions  to 
raife  armies  for  diflant  expeditions,  which  muft  be  fupported  in  a 
foreign  country,  and  can  be  fupported  only  by  regular  remittances  of 

treafure. 
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treafure,  and  have  formed  thefe  proje£b  at  a  time  when  the  means 
of  purftting  them  are  cut  ofF,  They  have  by  one  war  increafcd 
ffaeir  expences,  when  their  receipts  are  obftni£bd  by  another* 

In  this  ftate,  my  Lords,  I  am  certain  the  Spaniards  are  very  (af 
firom  thinking  die  hoftility  of  Britain  merely  nominal,  and  from  en- 
quiring in  what  part  of  the  world  their  enemies  are  to  be  found. 
The  troops  in  Italy  fee  them  (ailing  in  triumph  over  the  Mediterra* 
nean,  intercepting  their  provifiohs,  and  prohibiting  thole  fiiccouts 
which  they  expedbd  from  their  confederate  of  Sicily.  In  Spain 
their  taxes  and  their  poverty,  poverty  which  every  day  increafes, 
inform  them,  that  the  feas  of  America  are  poflefled  by  the  fleets  of 
Britain,  by  whom  their  mines  are  made  ufeleft,  and  their  wealthy 
dominions  reduced  to  an  empty  found. 

They  may,  indeed,  comfort  themfelves  in  their  diftrefles  with  the 
advantages  which  their  troops  have  gained  over  the  King  of  Sardi* 
nia,  and  with  the  entrance  which  they  (have  forced  into  his  domi- 
nions; but  this  can  aiFord  them  no  long  fatis&£Uon,  fince  they  will 
probably  never  be  able  to  break  through  the  pafles  at  which  they 
have  arrived,  or  to  force  their  way  into  Italy ^  andmuft  perifli  at 
the  feet  of  inacceffible  rocks,  where  they  are  nqw  fupported  at  fuch 
an  expence,  that  they  are  more  burthenibme  to  their  own  mafter^ 
than  to  the  King  of  Sardinia. 

Of  this  Prince  I  know  not  why  it  has  been  aflerted,  that  he  will 
probably  violate  bis  engagements  to  Britain  and  Auftria;  that  he 
will  purchafe  peace  by  perfidy,  and  grant  a  paflage  to  the  army  of 
Spain.  His  condufl  has  certainly  given  hitherto  no  reafon  for  fuch 
an  imputation ;  he  has  oppofed  them  with  fortitude  and  vigour,  and 
addrefs ;  nor  ha&  he  failed  in  any  of  the  duties  required  of  a  general 
or  an  ally ;  he  has  expofed  his  perfon  to  the  moft  urgent  dangers^ 
and  his  dominions  to  the  ravages  of  war ;  he  has  rejected  all  the  fo- 
licitations  of  France,  and  fet  her  menaces  at  defiance ;  and  furely, 
my  Lords,  if  no  private  man  ought  to  be  cenfured  without  juft  rea- 
Ibn,  even  in  familiar  difcourfe,  we  ought  ftill  to  be  more  cautious 
of  injuring  the  reputation  of  Princes  by  public  reproaches  in  -the 
folemn  debates  of  national  Aflemblies. 

The  fame  licentioufnefs  of  fpeech  has  not,  indeed,  been  extended 
to  all  the  Princes  mentioned  in  this  debate.  The  Emperor  has  been 
treated  with  remarkable^  decency  as  the  lawful  Sovereign  of  Ger- 
pfitny^  as  one  who  cannot  be  oppofed  without  rebpUioPi  and  againft 

A  >  3  whom 


whom  we  therefore  cannpt  expe<^  that  tbt  troc^s  of  Hanover  ibould 
prefume  to  a£l,  fince  they  muft'expofe their. country  to  the  (evcrjti^ 
of  the  imperial  intcrdi(^. 

The  ridble  Lords  who  have  thus  ardently  afierted  the  rigjits  of  the 
Empe/or,  who  have  reprcfented  In  fuch  llrong  language  the  crime  of 
violating  the  German  conftitutions,  and  have  copimended  the  neu7 
trality  of  the  King  of  PrufHa,  as  proper  to  be  imitated  by  all  the  reft 
of  the  Princes  of  the  empire,  have  forgotten,  pr  hoped  that  others 
would  Torget,  the  injuftice  and  violence  by  which  he  exalted  himtelf 
fo  the  Throne,  from  which  they  appear  to  think  it  a  (acrilegiou^  at- 
tempt to  endeavour  to  thruft  him  dawn.  They  forget,  that  one  of 
the  votes  was  illegally  fufpended,  and  that  the  reft  were  extorted  by 
tile  terror  of  an  army.  They  forgot,  that  he  invited  the  French  intq 
the  empire;^  and  that  he  is  guilty  of  all  the  Ravages  ^h'lch  hav^  bcei\ 
contmitted  and  all  the  bipod  that  has  been  fhed,  fince  the  death  of  th^ 
Emperor,  in  the  defence  of  the  Pragmatic  Sanation  which  hei^nvaded| 
though  ratified  by  the  folemo  confent  of  the  imperial  diet. 

In  defence  of  the  Pragmatic  Sanation,  my  Lords,  which  all  th^ 
Princes  of  the  Empire,  except  his  Majcfty,  faw  violated  without  con-i 
cern,  are  we  now  required  to  exert  our  force ;  we  are  required  only 
to  perform  what'  we  promifed  by  the  moft  folemn  treaties,  which* 
though  they  have  been  broken  by  the  cowardice  or  ambition  of  other 
powers,  it  will  be  our  greateft  honour  to  obfervc  with  exemplary 
fidelity. 

With  this  view,  as  your  Lordfhlps  have  already  been  informed, 
the  Hanoverian  troops  will  march  into  the  empire ;  nor  has  their 
march  been  hitherto  delayed,  either  becaufc  there  was  yet  no  regular 
fcheme  projcfted,  or  becaufe  they  were  obliged  to  wait  for  the  per- 
miffion  of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  or  becaufe  they  intended  only  to  amufe 
Europe  with  an  empty  fhow  ;  they  were  detoined,  my  Lords,  ia 
Flanders,  becaufe  it  was  believed,  that  they  were  more  ufeful  there 
than  they  would  be  in  any  other  place,  becaufe  they  at  once  en- 
couraged the  ftates,  alarmed  the  French,  defended  the  Low  Countries, 
and  kept  the  communication  open  between  the  Qi^ieen's  dominions 
and  thofe  of  Tjer  allies.  Nor  were  thefe  advantages,  my  Lords^ 
chimerical,  and  fuch  as  are  only  fuggefted  by  a  warm  imagination ; 
for  it  is  evident  that  by  keeping  their  flation  in  thofe  countries,  they 
have  changed  the  ftatc  of  the  war,  that  they  have  protected  the  Queea 
of  Hun;Ary  from  being  opprciird  by  a  new  army  of  French,  zn\ 
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given  her  an  opportunity  of  eftablifhihg  herfelf  In  the  poflelBon  of 
Bavaria;  that  the  French  forces,  inftead  of  being  fent  either ^o  the 
^fliftance  of  the 'King  of  Spain  againft  the  King  of  Sardinia,  or  of 
the 'Emperor,  for  the  recovery  of  thofe  domfnidns  'which  he  has  Iclft 
by  an  implicit  cortfidencc  in  their  alliance,  -have  b^ren  neccflaritjr 
drawn  down  to  the  oppofite  extremity  of  their  dominions,  where  they 
are  of  no  ufc  either  to  their  own  country,  or  to  their  confederates. 
The  united  troops  of  Britain  and  Hanover,  therefore,  carried  oh  the 
war,  by  living  at  cafe  in  their  quarters  in  Flanders  more  cfficacioufly, 
fhan  if  they  had  marched  immediately  into  Bavaria  or  Bohemia. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  I  have  endeavoured  to  fliow  the  juftice  of  our 
defigns  and  the  ufcfulnefs  of  the  mcafures  by  which  we  have  endea- 
voured to  execute  them  ;  and  doubt  not,  but  your  Lordlhips  will^ 
upon  confidcring  the  arguments  which  have  b<^en  orged  on  either  fide, 
and  thefe  which  your  own  refleftlons  will  Aiggcft,  ^IJow  that  it  was 
iiot  only  juft  but  neceljary  to  take  into  our  pay  the  troops  of  Hanoveif, 
for  the  fupport  of  the  Pragmatick  Sanction  and  the  prefervatiOn  <5f 
'Ae  Houfe  of  Auftria ;  and  that  fmce  the  lame  reaibi^s  which  induced 
the  government  to  hire  them,  (lill  make  it  neceflary  to  retain  tliem, 
you  will  prefer  the  general  happinefs  of  Europe,  the  ob&rvation  of 
public  faith,  and  the  fecurity  of  our  pwn  liberties  and  thofe  of  our 
pofterity,  to  a  fmall  alleviation  of  our  prefent  expences,  and  unani- 
xnoufly  rejeft  a  motion,  which  has  no  other  tendency  than  to  refigi> 
the  world  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  and  purchafe  a  (hort  and 
4^pendent  tranquillity  by  the  lofs  of  all  thofe  blei&ngs  v^hich  m^ke 
life  defir^ble. 

Lord  Lonsdale  (poke  next  to  the  following  effcSk : — My  Lords^ 
"Nqtwithftanding  the  confidence  with  which  the  late  mcafures  of  the 
govemftient  have  been  defended  by  their  authors,  \  am  not  yet  fet 
free  from  the  fcrviples  which  my  own  obfcrvations  had  raifed,  and 
which  have  been  ftrengthened  by  the  aflertions  of  thofe  noble  Lords^ 
who  have  fpoken  in  vindication  of  the  motion. 

Many  of  the  obje£lions  which  have  been  raifed  and  enforced  witf^ 
all  the  power  of  argument,  have  yet  remained  unanfwered,  or  tbo/c 
anfwcrs  which  have  been  offered  are  fuch  as  leave  the  argument  irt  its 
full  ftrength.  Many  of  the  aflertions  which  have  been  produced  feern 
the  effects  of  hope  rather  than  conviSion,  and  we  are  rather  told 
what  we  are  to  hope  ftom  future  meafi^rcs,  than  w'hat  advantages  wc; 
hayt  recdyt^  from*  the  paft. 
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I  zva^  ipdtt^f  one  of  thofe  whom  it  >yill  be  di^cult  to  convince  of 
fhe  propriety  of  engaging  in  a  new  war,  when  \ye  are  unfuccefsful  in 
that  which  ^e  have  already  undertaken,  and  of  provoking  a  more 
powerful  tpctnj^  when  all  our  attempts  are  baffled  by  a  weaker ;  and 
cannot  yet  fet  myfelf  free  from  the  apprehenTion  of  new  defeats  aud 
.  pew  difgraces  from  the  arms  of  France,  after  having  long  feen  how 
little  we  are  able  to  punifh  the  infolence  of  Spain.    I  cannot  bi|t  fear 
that  by  an  ill-timed  and  ufelefs  oppofitioi^  to  fchemes,  which,  how- 
ever dcftruftive  orunjuft,  we  cannot  obviate,  we  ihall  fubjcft  ouf- 
felves  to  numberlefs  calamities,  that  the  ocean  will  be  covered  with 
;pew  fleets  of  privateers,  that  our  commerce  wi}l  be  interrupted  in 
every  part  of  the  world,  and  that  we  (hall  only  provoke  France  to 
feize  what  ihe  would  at  leaft  have  fpared  fpme  time  longer. 

But,  my  Lords,  if  it  be  granted,  that  the  Pragmatick  Sandion  is 
obligatory  to  us,  though  it  is  violated  by  every  other  power,  that  we 
(hould  labour  to  reduce  the  powers  of  Eufope  to  an  equipoife,  when* 
ever  accident  or  folly  produces  any  alteration  pf  fhe  balance  ^  ai|d 
that  we  are  now  not  to  preferve  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  from  faUing, 
but  raife  it  from  the  duft,  and  reftorq  it  to  its  ancient  fplendor,  even 
at  the  hazard  of  a  war  with  that  power  which  now  gives  laws  to  all 
the  weftem  nations  j  yet  it  will  not  furely  be  affeftcd,  that  we  ought 
to  be  without  limits,  that  we  ought  to  preferve  the  Houfe  of  AuAria 
not  only  by  the  danger  of  our  own  country,  but  by  its  certain  ruin, 
and  endeavour  to  avert  the  poffibility  of  flavery  by  fubjedling  ourfelves 
to  mifcries  more  fevcrc  than  the  utmoft  arrogance  of  conqueft,  or  the 
nioft  cruel  wantonnefs  of  tyranny,  would  infiid  upon  us. 

I  h^ve  obferyed,  that  m^y  Lords  have  exprefled  in  this  debate  an 
uncommon  ardour  for  the  fupport  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  j  nor  is  it 
without  pleafure,  that  I  fee  th^  mof^  laudable  of  all  motives,  juftice 
and  compaffion,  operate  in  this  great  Aflembly  with  fo  much  force. 
J^ay  your  Lordihips  always  continue  to  ftand  the  great  advocates  for 
public  iaith,  and  the  patrons  of  true  greatnefs  in  diftrefe,  may 
inagijaniinir^  always  gain  your  regard,  and  calamity  find  flieltcr 
under  your  protefiion. 

I  likewife^  my  Lords^  defire  to  be  remembered  among  thoie  who 
ycvcrencc  the  virtues  and  pity  the  miferies  of  this  illuftrious  Princefe, 
l^rho  look  with  deteftation  on  thofe  who  have  invaded  the  dominions 
yrhich  they  had  obliged  themfelves  by  folemn  treaties  to  defend,  and 

yfrho  have  taken  advanuge  of  the  general  confederacy  againft  her,  to 
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enrich  themfelves  with  her  fpoils,  who  have  infulted  her  diftrefs  and 
aggravated  her  misfortunes. 

Bi)t,  my  Lords,  while  I  feel  all  thefe  fentiments  of  compaffion  for 
the  Queen  of  Hungary,  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  forget,  that  my 
own  country  claims  a  nearer  regard  ;  that  I  am  obliged  both  by  in- 
tereft  and  duty  to  preferve  myfelf  and  my  pofterity,  and  my  fellow* 
fubjedts  from  thofe  miferies  which  I  lament ;  when  they  happen  to 
others,  however  diftant,  I  cannot  but  remember,  that  I  am  not  to 
fave  another  from  deftrudlion  by  deftroying  myfelf,  nor  to  refcti6 
Auftria  by  the  ruin  of  Britain. 

Though  I  am  therefore,  my  Lords,  not  unwilling  to  aflift  the 
Queen  of  Hungary,  I  think  it  necefiary  to  fix  the  limits  of  our  re» 
gard,  to  enquire  how  far  we  may  proceed  with Tafety,  and  what  ex- 
pences  the  nation  can  bear,  and  how  thofe  expences  may  be  beft 
employed.  The  danger  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  ought  not  to  have  an 
tSeSt  which  would  be  reproachful,  even  if  the  danger  was  our  own. 
Ic  ought  not  fo  far  to  engrofs  our  faculties  as  to  hind^er  us  from  at^ 
tending  to  every  other  object.  The  man,  who  runs  into  a  greater 
evil  to  avoid  a  lefs,  evidently  ihews,  that  he  is  defe£live  either  in 
prudence  or  in  courage,  that  either  he  wants  the  natural  power  of 
diftingut(hing,  or  that  his  dread  of  an  approaching,  'or  his  impatience 
of  a  preient  evil,  has  taken  it  away. 

Let  us  therefore  examine,  my  Lords,  the  mcafures  with  which 
thofe  who  are  intruded  with  the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs, 
would  perfuade  us  to  concur,  and  enquire  whether  they  are  fuch  a$ 
can  be  approved  by  us  without  danger  to  our  country.  Let  us  con- 
fider,  my  Lords,  yet  more  nearly,  whether  they  are  not  fuch  as'  we 
ourfelves  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  even  to  regard  as  the  objed  of 
deliberation,  were  we  not  dazzled  on  one  part  by  glaring  prof{^ieds  of 
triumphs  and  honours,  of  the  reduction  of  France,  and  the  refcme  of 
the  world,  of  the  propagation  of  liberty,  and  the  defence  of  religion, 
and  intimidated  on  the  other  by  the  view  of  approaching  calamities, 
the  cruelties  of  perfecution,  and  the  hard(hips  of  ilavery. 

All  the  arts  of  exaggeration,  my  Lords,  have  been  pra<^fed  to  re^ 
cpncile  us  to  the  meafures  which  are  now  propofed,  and  indeed  all  arc 
neceflary :  for  .the  expences  to  which  we  are  about  to  condemn  this 
nation  are  fuch  as  it  is  not  able  to  bear,  and  to  which  no  Lord  in 
(bis  Houfe  ^ould  confent  were  he  calm  enough  to  number  the  fums. 
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To  pr<«re  rfie  truth  of  this  afiertton,  onetjucftton  is  neccflary.     Is 

9Dy  Lord  in  this  AiTembly  willing  to  affift  the  Queen  of  Hungary  at 

ifhe  cxpeoce  oJF  fixteen  hundred  thou&nd  «  year  ?*-*I  think  the  uni- 

{terfal  iUence  ef  this  Aflembly  is  a  fufRtrent  proof,  that  no  one  is 

^Htng;  I  will  however  repeat  my  q»eftion. — Is  any  Lord  in  this 

'AfkaAAy  -wtiling  that  this  niition  fbould  affift  the  Queen  of  Hungary 

'^t' the. annual  txpchoc  of  fixteen  hundred  thoufand  pounds?-— The 

4Iettfe  iS)  as  I  cxpeAed,  (tiU  ftknt,  and  therefore  i  may  now  fafely 

-poceeiupon  the  fuppc^tionof  an  unanimous  negative.    Nor  does 

any  thing  remain  in  order  to  evince  the  impropriety  of  the  meafures 

^irbicb  we  are  about  to  purfue,  but  that  every  Lord  may  reckon  up 

ihe  film  required  for^e  fupport  of  thofe  troops;     Let  him  take  a  view 

^  our  military  eftimates,  and  he  will  quickly  be  convinced,  how 

•«biich  we  are  condemned  to  fa!Ser  in  this  caufe.    He  will  find,  that 

«W6  are  ybeut  not  only  to  remit  yearly  into  a  foreign  country  moTe 

4xin  a  ffiillion  aad  a  half  of  money,  but  to  hazard  the  lives  of  niulti* 

'fudetofoMf  feUow^-fubfeds,  in  a  quarrel  wixich  at  moft  afEsds  us  but 

fcmotrly;   that  "we  are  about  to  iitcur  9s  auxiliaries  m  expepcc 

'maier^an  timt  which  the  principals  fiiftain. 

The  film  which  I  have  mentioned,  my  Lords,  enormous  as  it  may 

tppear»  is  by  no  means  exaggerated  beyond  the  truth*    Whoever 

Ibafl  examine  the  common  military  eftimates,  will  eafily  be  con- 

npinced,  that  the  forces  which  we  now  maintain  upon  the  Continent 

cannot  be  fupported  at  lefs  expence  i  and  that  we  are  therefore  about 

to  exhauft  our  country  in  a  diftant  quarrel,  and  to  lavilh  our  blood 

^md  treafore  with  ufelefs  profufion, 

This  profufion,  my  Lords,  is  ufelefs^  at  kaft  ufelefs  to  any  other 

end,  than  an  odentatious  difplay  of  our  forces,  and  our  riches  ^  nol 

^cauie  the  balance  of  power  is  irrecoverably  deftroyed,  not  becaufe 

it  is  contrary  to  the  natural  intereft  of  an  iflaod  to  engage  in  wars  on 

^  continent,  nor  becaufe  we  ffaaH  lofe  more  by  the  diminution  d( 

our  commerce,  than  we  ihaH  gain  by  an  annual  victory.     It  is  ufe- 

kfs,  not  becaufe  the  power  of  France  has  by  long  negligence  been 

foftred  to  fwcli  beyond  all  oppofi^ion,  not  bec^fb  the  Queen  of 

fl'ungary  ought  not  to  be  affifted  at  the  hazard  of  this  kingdom^ 

though  all  thefe  reafons  are  of  importance  enough  to  claim  our  con-^ 

fideration.     It  is  ufelefs,  my  Lords,  becaufe  the  Queen  of  Hungary 

may  4)c.afliftcd  more  powcrftilly,- at  kft-chai^^  becaufe  a  third  part 

qf 


^^  Aim  will  enable  her  to  jraile,  and  to^mtiatain,  a  gpseater  ^odj 

.)|i[or<wUI  the  <roop»  }(;«bich  ihe  may  Jbe  thus  eoibkd  it0.f%ifft,  m^ 
jLprd^:  be  only  mqre  numerous,  but  .floqre  Ukcly  copr^emfte  die  vnm 
If  itb  ardqur ;  and  to  caap}iMie  it  tbcrefqre  with  fucce&,  Xkey  will 
^gJUtffix  ibfs  prefervatofi  of  tbeir  own  coup  try,  they  i(vt]I  dr^iv.lbein 
iy^Pf^s  to  defend  tb^ir  hou^bs^pd  jbheir  fiftates,  tbur  wives  sod  .their 
f^iJrircnirom  the  r;ige  of -tyraitf s  affd  ioKaders ;  they  will  enter  the 
£eU  as  men  who  can^c^  I^a^e  it  to  thejr,  efteoaies  without  ixfigniog 
,^U  ti>fit;na|(es  life  valu^bl^  ;  ^lai  wJt\o  wjll  tborefoie  ippre  wil^ngly  die 
(ban  f um  their  jbacks,  i 

Xt  -msff  reafopably  \>q  igAagiocd,  my  Locds,  dn^t  the  Quqen  will 
|)la(;e  ipqre  conficknce  in  iucb  forces,  than  in  troops  which  aie  ti^ 
^ht  only  (f>i  honour  or  jfor  pay }  anl  that  flie  will  expert  frtei  ifae 
|tfie£lion  of  her  own  fubjefls,  a  degree  of  zeal  and  conftancy  whieb 
|be  cannot  h<^  to  excite  in  foreigners;  and  that  ibe  will  thinlq 
lieri^f  more  fecure  in  the  prdteAion  of  tho(e  whofe  fidelity  ihe  may 
fecure  by  the  foleointty  of  an  oatb^  than  thofe  who  have  no  particular 
ftgard  for  her  peribn,  nor  any  oUigatbns  to  fiipport  her  government* 

Xt  is  no  inconiiderablf  motive  to  this  method  of  ai]ifting  our  ally^ 
^lat  we  Iball  entirely  talce  away  &om  France  all  pretences  of  bof^ 
filities  or  refentment,  fince  we  Ihall  not  attack  her  troops  or  invad^i 
bcjr  frontiers,  but  only  furniih  the  Queen  of  .Hungary  with  money, 
without  dire6ling  her  how  to  apply  it.  I  zn\  far,  my  Lords,  from 
^ing  fo  ipuch  intimidated  by  the  late  iocrei^e  of  the  French  great- 
pefs,  as  to  imagine,  that  .no  limits  can  be  fet  to  their  ambition.  I 
am  far  from  defpairing,  that  the  Qtieeo  of  Hungary  alone  fupported 
by  us  with  pecuniary  affiftance,.  may  be  able  to  reduce  them  t^ 
^icitations  for  peace  by  driving  them  out  of  her  dominions,  and 
purfuingj  them  into  their  own.  But  as  the  chance  of  war  is  always 
vncertain,  it  is  furely  mpft  prudent  to  chufe  fuch  a  condu£t  as  npay 
exempt  us  from  datigei^  in  all  events ;  and  fince  we  are  not  certain  ol^ 
cxmquering  the  French,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  moft  eligible^  not  tpi 
provoke  them,  becaufe  we  cannot  be  conquered  without  ruin* 

This  method  is  yet  eligible  on  another  account ;  by  procee<lin^ 
with  frugality,  we  iball  gain  time  to  obfervethe  progrefs  of  the  war, 
^nd  w^tch  the  appearance  of  any  favourable  bpportunity,  without  ex- 
^LauAinS  ourfelves  fo  far  as  to  be  made  unable  to  bnprove  them. 
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The  time,  my  Lords,  at  which  we  (hall  be  thus  exhaufled,  at 
which  we  (hall  be  reduced  to  an  abfolute  inability  to  raife  an  army  or 
equip  a  fleet,  is  not  at  a  great  diftance.  If  our  late  profufionbe  for 
a  fhort  time  continued,  we  Ihall  quickly  have  drained  the  laft  remaiis 
of  the  wealth  of  our  country.  We  have  long  gone  on  from  year  tx> 
^ear,  railing  taxes  and  contra£ting  debts ;  and  unle(s  the  riches  of 
Britain  are  abfolutely  unlimited,  muft  in  a  (hort  time  reduce  them  to 
nothing.  Our  expences  are  not  all,  indeed,  equally  deftrudive^ 
fome,  though  the  method  of  railing  them  be  vexatious  and  oppreffive, 
do  not  much  impovf  rilh  the  nation,  becaufe  they  are  refunded  by  tho 
extravagance  and  luxury  of  thofe  who  are  retained  in  the  pay  of  die 
Court ;  but  foreign  wars  threaten  immediate  deftrudion,  fince  the 
money  that  is  fpent  in  diftant  countries  can  never  Ul  back  into  its 
former  channels,  but  is  diffipated  on  the  continent  ted  irrecofver* 
ably  loft. 

When  this  coniideration  is  prefent  to  my  mind,  and  on  diis  occa» 
fion  no  man  who  has  any  regard  for  himfelf  or  his  pofterity  can  omit 
it,  I  cannot  but  think  with  horror  on  a  vote  by  which  fuch  prodigious 
fums  are  wafted  into  another  region  :  I  cannot  but  tremble  at  tte 
found  of  a  tax  for  the  iupport  of  a  foreign  war,  and  think  a  French 
arn^y  landed  on  our  coafts  not  much  more  to  be  dreaded  than  the 
annual  payment  to  which  we  appear  now  to  be  condemned,  and 
from  which  nothing  can  preferve  us  but  the  Addrefs  which  is  now 
propofed. 

By  what  arguments  die  Commons  were  perfuaded,  or  by  what 
jnotives  incited  to  vote  a  fupply  for  the  fupport  of  this  mercenary 
force,  I  have  hot  yet  heard  $  nor  as  a  Member  of  this  Houfe^  my 
Lords,  was  it  necefiary  for  me  to  enquire.  Their  authority,  though 
mentioned  with  fo  much  folemnity  on  this  occafion,  is  to  have  no 
influence  on  our  determinations.  If  they  are  miftaken,  it  is  more 
neceflary  for  us  to  enquire  with  uncommon  caution.  If  they  are 
corrupt,  it  is  more  neceflary  fpr  us  to  preferve  our  integrity.  If  we 
are  to  comply  blindly  with  their  decifions,  our  knowledge  or  experi- 
ence are  of  no  benefit  to  our  country,  we  only  wafte  time  in  ufe)t(s 
(blemnities,  and  may  be  once  more  declared  ufelefs  to  the  public. 

The  Commons,  my  Lords,  do  not  imagine  tfaemfelves,  nor  arc 
jmagined  by  the  nation,  to  conftitute  the  legiflature.  The  people, 
when  any  uncommon  heat  prevails  in  the  other  Houfe,  difturbs  thcii 
4fib?tcs  and  over-rules  their  deterifiinations,  have  been  long  accuf^ 

(omed 
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tomed  to  expe&  redrcfs  and  fccuiity  from  our  odmer  counfels ;  and 
have  confidcrcd  this  Houfe  as  the  place  where  rcafon  and  juftice  may 
be  heard,  when  by  clamour  and  uproar  they  are  driven  frtoi  the  other. 
On  this  occafion,  my  Lords,  every  Britain  fixes  bis  eyes  upon  us, 
and  every  man  who  has  fagacity  enough  to  difcover  the  difmal  ap- 
proach of  public  poverty,  now  fuppUcates  your  Lordlbips,  by  agree- 
ing to  this  Addrefs,  to  preferve  him  from  it. 

Then  the  Speaker  fpoke  to  the  following  purport :— My  Lords, 
Having  very  attentively  obferved  the  whole  progrefs  of  this  important 
debate,  and  confidered  with  the  utmoft  impartiality  the  arguments 
which  have  been  made  ufe  of  on  each  fide,  I  cannot  think  the  quef- 
tiou  before  us  doubtful  or  difficult ;  and  hope  that  I  may  promote  a 
ipeedy  decifion  of  it  by  recapitulating  what  has  been  already  urged, 
that  die  debate  may  be  confidered  at  one  view,  and  by  adding  fome 
obfervations  which  have  arifen  to  my  own  thoughts  on  this  occafion* 

At  the  firft  view  of  the  queftion  before  us  in  its  prefent  ftate,  no 
man  can  find  any  reafons  for  prejudice  in  favour  of  the  Addrefs  pro- 
pofed.  This  Houfe  is,  indeed,  yet  divided,  and  many  Lords  have 
fpoken  on  each  fide  with  great  force  and  with  great  addrefs }  but  the 
authority  of  the  other  Houfe,  added  to  the  numbers  which  have  al- 
ready declared  in  this^  for  the  fupport  of  the  foreign  troops,  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  turn  the  balance,  in  the  opinion  of  any  man  who  contents 
himfe}f  tojudgeby  the  firft  appearance  of  things;  and  muft  incline 
him  to  imagine  that  pofition  at  leaft  more  probable,  which  is  ratified 
by  the  determination  of  one  Houfe  and  yet  undecided  by  the  other. 

I  know,  my  Lords,  what  may  be  objected  to  thefe  obfervations  on 
the  9ther  Houfe,  and  readily  agree  with  the  noble  Lord,  that  our  de-^ 
terminations  ought  not  to  be  influenced  by  theirs.  But  on  this  occa- 
fion^  I  introduce  their  decifion  not  as  the  decres  of  legiflators,  but  aa 
the  refult  of  the  confideration  of  wife  men  ;  alnd  in  this  fenfe  it;nay  be 
no  leis  reafonable  to  quote  the  determination  of  the  Commons,  than 
to  introduce  the  opinion  of  apy  private  man  whofe  knowledge  or  ex- 
perience give  his  opinion  a  claim  to  our  regard. 

Nor  do  I  mention  the  weight  of  authority  on  one  fide  as  fufficient 
to  influence  the  private  determination  of  any  in  this  great  Aflembly. 
It  is  the  privilege  and  the  duty  of  every  man,  who  poflefles  a  feat  in 
the  bigheft  council  of  his  country,  to  make  ufe  of  his  own  eyes  and 
his  own  underftanding,  to  rejed  thofe  arguments  of  which  he  cannot 
£nd  the  force,  whatever  effect  they  may  have  upon  others,  and  to 
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Afcharge  the  gireikt  tnift  confarred  upon'fci&i  bj  confiddng  no  coa* 
fcknce  b\eit  faU  ovm. 

Yrt  though  we  are  by  Qo  tneans  t6  fullfer  the  determttiatiens  ci 
oCtef  men  to  reprefs'  oi#  etiqniries,  ws  majr  certainlf  make  ufe  o^ 
ttem  to  affift  them ;  we  may  very  properly  therefore  inqoire  the  lei- 
Ibns  that  induced  the  other  Houfe  to  approve  thofe  bills  which  are 
brought  before  them,  finoe  it  is  noc  likely  that  their  confent  Was  ob* 
tained  without  arguments,  at  leaft  probable,  though  they  are  not  to 
be  by  us  confidered  as  conclufive  upon  their  authority.  The  chief 
advantage  which  the  public  receives  from  a  legiflature  {brmed  of 
felreral  diftinft  powers,  is,  that  all  laws  muftpafs  through  many  ddi- 
berations  of  affemblies  independent  on  each  other,  of  which,  if  tk^ 
one  be  agitated  by  fadlion  or  diftradted  by  divifions,  it  may  be  hoped, 
that  the  <^ther  will  be  calm  and  united,  and  of  which  it  can  harAy  be 
feaned  that  they  can  at'  any  time  concur  in  meafures  apparently  de^ 
ftmdive  to  the  commonwealth. 

But  diefe  enquiries,  my  Lords,  however  proper  or  neceflkry,  are 
to  be  made  by  us  not  in  folemn  allemblies,  but  in  our  private <ha« 
racers  $  and  therefore  I  (haH  not  now  lay  before  your  Lord(hips  what 
I'have  heard  from  thofe  whom  I  have  confulted  for  the  iake  of  obtain- 
ing information  on  this  important  queftion,  or  fhall  at  leaft  notoftf 
i|t  aa  the  opinioD  of  the  Commons,  or  pretend  to  add  to  it  any  in* 
Aietice 'different  from  that  of  reafon  and  truth. 

The  arguments  which  have  been  offered  in  this  debate  for  the  mx>- 
tion,  are  indeed  fuch  as  do  hot  make  any  uncommon  expedients  ne* 
oei&ry,  they  will  not  drive  the  advocates  for  the  late  meafures  to  feek 
a- refuge  in  authority  inftead  of  reafon.  They  require,  in  my  opimoOt 
only  to  be  coniidered  with  a  calm  attention,  and  their  force  will  im- 
mediately  be  at  an  end. 

The  m'oft  ptaufible  objection,  my  Lords,  is,  that  the  meafures  to 
which  ^your  approbation  is  now  defired,  were  concerted  and  executtl 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate ;  and  it  is  therefore  urged, 
that  they  cannot  now  deferve  our  approbation,  becaufe  it  was  not* 
aftttd  at  the  proper  time. 
.  In  order  to  anfwer  this  objeftion,-  my  Lords,'  it  is  neceilary  to 
iider  it  more  difUnSIy  than  thofe  who  made  it  appear  to  have  doBV 
that  we  may  not  fui&r  ourfelves  to  confound  queftions  real  ani* 
pearfenal,  to  miftake  one  objed  for  another,  or  to  be  confetroded  iff 
diffetoit  vsoTK 
•  '  TIat 
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That  tb6  caafiuH  of  the  Soaace  wa6  ^ouftedi  mfhoisi&f^^ufp^fGagv 
it  a  negled,  and  a  negje^of  a  criminal  kind,  of  a  tendencjr  to-weakea 
our  authority  and  (hake  th«  foundations  of  oar  conftitutioai  xvhich  is 
tlic  utmoit  that  themoft  ardent  imagination,  or  the  mod  hyperbolical 
rhetoric  can  utter  or  fuggefl,  may  be  indeed  a  juft  rjBafonfor  inve£tive 
againft  the  miBiftera,  biit  is  of  no  force  if  urged  iigainft  the^meafiires* 
To  take  auxiliaries  in  ourpay  may  be.right,  though  it  mighi  be  wrong : 
to  hire  them  without  applying  to  the.  Senate ;  as  it  is  proper  to  tbrovir 
water  upon  a  fire,  though  it  was  conveyed  to  the  place  without  the  • 
leave  of  thofc  from  whofe  well  it  was  drawn,  or  over  whofe  ground 
it  was  carried. 

If  the  liberties  of  Europe  be  really  in  danger,  if  our  trtf^tles  cUige 
us  to  affift  the  Queen  of  Hungary  againft  the  invaders  of  herdcM'> 
nyoions,  if  the  ambition  of  France  requires  to  be  reprefled,  and  tftie\ 
powers  of  Germany  to  be  animated  againft  her  by  the  certain  pro(pe& ' 
o(  a  vigorous  fupport,  I  cannot  difcover  the  propriety  of  this  motioft,  . 
even  fuppofing  that  we  have  not  found  from  the  minifters  all  the 
refpe£l  that  we  have  a  right  to  demand.     As  a  lawful  authority  satcf: 
,    do  wrong,  fo  right  may  be  fometimes  <lone  by  an  unlaw&il  power  5 
,    and  furely,  though  ufurpation  ought  to  be  pu^iflied^  the  beaefks  vAudk 
,   have  been  procured  by  it,  are  not  to  be  thrown  away.     We  may  re* 
tain  the  troops  that  have  been  hired,  if  they  are  ufeful^  though  vm 
ihottld  cenfure  the  miniftry  Cor  takmg  them  into  pay. 
But  the  motion  to  which  our  concurrence  is  now  required,  i»a 
^    motion  by  which  we  are  to  punifli  ourfelves  foE  the  crime  of  th» 
^   minifters,  by  which  we  are  about  to  leave  oturfelves  defencelefe^  be^ 
cajuie  we  have  been  armed  without  our  confent,   and  to  refiga  up 
all  our  rights  and  privileges  to  France,  becaule  we  fufpe^  that  thej^ 
have  not  been  fufficiently  regarded  on  this  occafion  by  our  minlfltrs* 

Thofe  noble  Lords  who  have  dwelt  with  the  greateft  ardour  oa 
this  omiflion,  have  made  no  propofitton  for  cenfaring  thofe  whom  : 
they  condemn*  as  the  authors  of  it,  though*  this  objeSion .  nnift  ter«» 
mioate  in  an  enquiry  into  their  condu£l,  and  has  no  real  relation  ta  ' 
the  true  queftion  now  before  us,  which  is.  Whether  the  ausaliarieaf  • 
^  be  of  any  ufe  I   If  they  are  ufelefs,  they;  ought  to  be  difcharged.  wilh« 
""   ouf^any  other  reafinii;  if  they  ^tre  neoeSiry,  they  ought  tobo  netauKd, 
whatever  cenfure  may  fall  upom^  mirilftry.: . 

I  Am,  indeed^  'ftrrfrcmx  thinking,,  that  when  your  Lordfliqksihavu 

itttucndy.  «xmi«^  the' affiur^  yqu  will  think  your  privilego  m* 

'  •  vadedt 
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▼aded^  or  the  public  trepanned  by  artifice  into  expenfive  meafures  ; 
fince  it  Will  appear^  that  the  miniftry  in  reality  preferred  the  moft 
boneft  to  the  fafeft  methods  of  proceeding,  and  chofe  rather  to 
hazard  themfelves,  than  to  pra6life  or  appear  to  pradife  any  fraud 
upon  their  country. 

When  it  was  refolved  in  council  to  take  the  troops  of  Hanover 
into  the  pay  of  Britain,  a  refolution  which,  as  your  Lordlhips  have 
already  been  informed,  was  made  only  a  few  days  before  the  Senate 
roie,  it  was  natural  to  confider,  Whether  the  confent  of  the  Sen^ite 
fhould  not  be  demanded  i  but  when  it  appeared  upon  reflection,  that 
to  bring  an  afiair  of  fo  great  importance  before  the  laft  remnant  of 
a  Houfe  of  Commons,  after  far  the  greater  part  had  retired  to  ,tfae 
care  of  their  own  afiairs,  would  be  fufpeded  as  fraudulent,  and  might 
give  the  nation  reafon  to  fear,  that  fuch  meafures  were  intended  at 
the  minifters  were  afraid  of  laying  before  a  full  Senate.  It  was 
thought  more  proper  to  defer  the  application  to  the  next  feffion,  and 
to  venture  upon  the  meafures  that  were  formed,  upon  a  full  convic- 
tion of  their  ncceffity. 

This  condufi,  my  Lords,  was  exaflly  conformable  to  the  demands 
of  thofe,  by  whom  the  court  has  hitherto  been  oppofed,  and  who  have 
fignalized  themfelves  as  the  moft  watchful  guardians  of  libertv. 
Among  thefe  men,  votes  of  credit. have  never  been  mentioned  but 
with  deteftation,  as  zAs  of  implicit  confidence,  by  which  the  riches 
of  the  nation  are  thrown  down  at  the  feet  of  the  miniftry  to  be 
fquandered  at  pleafure.  When  it  has  been  urged,  that  emergencies 
may  arife,  during  the  recefs  of  the  Senate,  which  may  produce  a 
neceffity  of  expences,  and  that  therefore  fome  credit  ought  to  be  given 
which  may  enable  the  crown  to  provide, againft  accidents,  it  has 
been  anfwered,  that  the  expences  which  are  incurred  during  the  re- 
cefs of  the  Senate,  will  be  either  neceflary  or  not;  that  if  they  arc 
neceilary,  the  minfftry  have  no*  reafon  to  didruft  the  approbation  lof 
the  Senate,  but  if  they  are  ufelefs,  they  ought  not  to  exped  it.  And 
that,  inftead  of  defiring  to  be  exempted  from  any  fubfequent  cenfures, 
and  to  be  fecured  in  exadions  or  prodigality  by  a  previous  vote,  they 
ought  willingly  to  adminifter  the  public  af&irs  at  their  own  hazard, 
atid  await,  the- judgment  of  the  Senate,  when  the  time  fhall  coo^e,  in 
which  their  proceedings  are  laid  before  it. 

Such  have  bitherto  been  the  fentiments  of  the  moft  zealous  advo- 

cates  for  the  rjghts  of  the  people  5  por  did  I  exped  firom  Wf  m^n 
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Ifrbo  defired  to  at)pear  under  that  character,  that  be  would  cenfure 
themi'niftry  for  having  thrown  themfelves  upon  the  judgment  of  the 
Senate,  and*neg]e£ted  to  fecure  themfelves  by  any  previous  applica* 
tions,  for  having  trufted  in  tljeir  own  integrity,  and  expofed  their 
condu£l  to  an  open  examination  without  fubterfuges  and  without 
precautions.  I  did  not  imagine,  my  Lords,  that  a  Senate,  upon 
whofe  decifion  aD  the  meafures  which  have  been  taken,  fo  apparently 
depend,  would  have  b^n  ftiled  a  Senate  convened  only  to  regifter 
the  determinations  of  the  miniftry;  or  that  any  of  your  Lordships 
would  think  his  privileges  diminifhed,  becaufe  money  was  not  de- 
manded before  the  ufe  of  it  was  fully  knpwn. 

If  we  lay  afide,  my  Lords,  all  enquiries  into  precedents,  and, 
^thput  regard  to  any  political  confiderations,  examine  this  afiair 
only  by  the  light  of  reafon,  it  will  furely  appear,  tljatthe  miniftry 
could  not,  by  any  other  method  of  proceeding,  have  (hewn  equal  re- 
gard to  the  Senate,  or  equal  confidence  in  their  juftice  and  their 
wifdom.  Had  they  defired  a  vote  of  credit,  it  might  have  been  juftly 
objeSed,  that  they  required  to  be  trufted  with  the  public  money, 
without  declaring,  or  being  able  to  declare,  how  it  was  to  be  em- 
ployed i  that  either  they  queftioned  the  wildom  or  honefty  of  the 
Senate  ;  and  therefore  durft  undertake  nothing,  till  they  were  fecure 
of  the  fupplies  nece/Tary  for  the  execution  of  it.  Had  they  informed 
both  Hoiifes  of  their  whole  fcheme,  they  might  have  been  ftill  charged, 
and  charged  with  great  appearance  of  juftice,  with  having  preferred 
their  own  fafcty  to  that  of  the  public,  and  having  rather  difcovered 
their  defigns  to  the  enemy,  than  trufted  to  the  judgment  of  the  Senate; 
nor  could  any  excufe  have  been  made  for  a  conduct  fo  contrary  to  all 
the  rules  of  war,  but  fuch  as  muft  have  difhonoured  either  the  mi- 
nifters  or  the  Senate,  fuch  as  muft  have  implied,  either  that  the  mea- 
fures intended  were  unworthy  of  approbation,  or  that  they  were  by 
no  means  certain,  that  even  the  beft  condu6l  would  not  be  cenfured. 

Thefe  objetSlions  they  forefaw,  and  allowed  to  be  valid  ^  and  there- 
fore  generoufly  determined  to  purfue  the  end  which  every  man  was 
fuppofed  to  approve,  by  the  beft  means  which  they  could  difcoVer, 
and  to  refer  their  condu<3  to  a  full  Senate,  in  which  they  did  not 
doubt  but  their  integrity,  and  perhaps  their  fucceis,  would  find  them 
vindicators.  Inftead  of  applying,  therefore,  to  the  remjiins  of  the 
Commons,  a  few  days  before  the  general  recefs;  inftead  of  aiTembling 
their  friends  by  private  intimations,  at  a  time  when  Oioftof  thpfe, 
.  Vol.  II.       '  B  b  fiom 
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{rom  whoanNihe;  might  have  dreaded  oppdrition^  ha4  redivd)  they 
determined^tc  attempt,  at  their  own  baeard)  whatever  tbey  judged 
necbflkry  f^i*  the  promotion  of  the  common  caufe,  and  to  rtbt  dieii 
ineafure^  to  the  Sendte,  when  it  ihouM  be  again  aflembled^ 

Th^  manner  in  which  one  of  the  noble  Lords,  who  have  ^wkn 
in  flipport  of  the  Addrefs,  has  thought  it  neceflTary  that  they  flioiiU 
have  applied  to  us,  is  indeed  fomewhat  extraordinary^  ftich  as  k 
certainly  without  precedent,  and  fuch  as  is  not  very  coofiftent  whk 
the  conftUuent  rights  of  the  different  powers  of  the  legiflature*  Hia 
Lordfhip  has  been  pleafed  to  remark,  that  the  crown  has  entered  into 
a  treaty,  and  to  afk  why  that  treaty  was  not  previoufly  laid  before  the 
Senate  for  its  approbation  ? 

I  know  not,  my  Lords,  with  what  propriety  this  conMd  for  die 
troops  of  Hanover  can  be  ternlbd  a  treaty.  It  is  well  known,  that 
ho  power  in  this  kingdom  can  enter  into  a  treaty  with  a  foreign  ftate 
except  the  King ;  and  it  is  equally  certain,  that,  with  regard  to  Ha* 
nover,  the  fame  right  is  limited  to  the  Eledor.  This  treaty  there* 
fore,  my  Lords,  is  a  treaty  of  the  (ame  perfon  with  bim(^^  a  treaty 
of  which  the  two  counterparts  are  to  receive  their  ratification  from 
being  figned  with  the  fame  hand*  This  furely  is  a  treaty  ^f  a  new 
kind,  fuch  as  no  national  aflembly  has  yet  confidered.  Had  any 
other  power  of  Britain  than  its  King,  or  in  Hanover  any  odier  thaa 
the  £le£tor,  the  right  of  entering  into  public  engagements,  a  treaty 
might  have  been  made ;  btit  as  the  conftitution  of  both  nations  is 
formed,  the  treaty  is  merely  chimerical  and  abfolutely  impoffibfe. 

Had  fuch  a  treaty,  as  is  thus  vainly  imagined^  been  really  made, 
it  would  yet  be  as  inconfiftent  widi  die  fundamental  eftabllfhment  of 
the  empire,  to  require  that  ))efore  it  was  ratified,  it  fliould  have  been 
laid  before  the  Senate.  Tl^  make  treaties,  as  to  make  war,  is  the 
acknowledged  and  eftabli&ed  prerogative  of  the  crown.  ,  When  war 
is  declared,  the  Senate  is  indeed  to  confider>  whether  it  t>u^t  to  be 
carried  on  at  the  expence  of  the  nation ;  and  if  treaties  require  any 
fupplics  to  put  them  in  execution,  they  likewile  fidl  properly  at  that 
time  under  fenatorial  cognlfance :  but  to  require  that  treaties  fliaA 
not  be  tranfadcd  without  our  previous  concurrence,  is  almoft  to  »- 
nihilate  the  power  of  the  crown,  and  to  expofe  all  our  defigns  to  ibe 
oppofition  of  our  enemies,  before  they  can  be  con^deted. 

If  therefore  the  troops  of  Hanover  can  be  of  ufe  for  the  pef* 
fornlance  of  oar  fiijpidations,^  if  ^y  can  contribute  to  the  fupport 
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of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  the  miniftry  eannot,Jn  liiy  opinion,  be 
cehfured  for  having  taken  thfem  into  Britifh  pay;  ilor  can  we  refufe 
our  concurrence  with  the  Commons  in  providing  for  their  fup- 
port,  unlefs  it  iball  appear,*  that  the  deiign  for  which  all  our  prepara- 
tions have  been  made,  is  fuch  as  cannot  be  esiecuted,  ot  fuch  as  ought 
not  to  be  purfued* 

Several  arguments  have  been  offered  to  prove  both  thcfe  pofitions  ; 
one  noble  Lord  has  aflerted,  that  it  Is  by  no  means  for  the  advantage 
either  of  ourfelves  or  any  other  nation,  to  rcftore  the  Houie  of  Auftria 
to  its  ancient  elevation  j  another,  that  it  is  by  the  imperial  conftitu- 
tions  unlawful  for  any  of  the  princes  of  Germany  to  make  war  upon 
the  Emperor  folemnly  acknowledged  by  the  Diet*  They  have  en- 
deavoured to  intimidate  us,  by  turning  our  view  to  the  difficulties  by 
which  our  attempts  are  obftrutSted  ;  difficulties  which  they  zScA  to 
reprefent  as  infuperable,  at  leafl:  to  this  nation  in  its  prefent  ftate. 
With  this  defign,  my  Lords,  fias  the  grcatnefs  of  the  French  power 
been  exaggerated,  the  faith  of  the  King  of  Sardinia  queftioned, 
and  the  King  of  Pruffia  reprefentcd  as  determined  to  fupport  the 
pretenfions  of  the  Emperor  5  with  this  view  has  our  natural  ftrength 
been  depreciated,  and  all  our  meafures  and  hopes  have  been  ridi- 
culed^ with  wan^onneis,  not  very  confident  with  the  character  of  a 
Britifh  patriot. 

Moft  of  thefe  arguments,  my  Lords,  have  been  already  anfwered, 
and  anfwered  in  fuch  a  manner  as  has,  I  believe,  not  failed  of  con<- 
vincing  every  Lord  of  their  infufficiency,  unlefs  perhaps  thofe  are 
to  be  excepted  by  whom  they  were  offered.  It  has  with  great  pro- 
priety been  obferved,  that  the  inconfiftency  imputed  to  his  Majefty 
in  oppofing  the  Emperor  for  whom  he  voted,  is  merely  imaginary  5 
fince  it  is  not  a  neceflary  confequence,  that  he  for  whom  he  voted 
is  therefore  lawfully  eleded ;  and  becaufe  his  Majefty  does  not 
«ogage  in  this  war  for  the  fake  of  dethroning  the  Emperor,  but  of 
fapponing  the  Pragmatic  Sanation;  nor  does  he  oppofehim  as  the 
Jiead  of  the  German  body,  bu(  as  the  invader  of  the  dominions  of 
Auftria. 

With  regard  to  the  propriety  of  maintaining  the  Auftrian  family 
in  its  prefent  polleffions,  and  of  raifmg  it,  if  our  arms  (hould  be 
pro^rous,  to  its  ancient  greatnefs,  it  has  been  (hewn,  that  no  other 
|i9wer  is  ^ble  to  defend  Europe  either  againft  the  Turks  on x)nepart» 
or  the  Freacjii  W  the  other  ^  two  powers  equally  profciling  the  de- 
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ftru<^i\^e  intention  of  extending  their  dominions  without  limits 
and  of  trampling  upon  the  privileges  and  liberties  of  all  the  reft  d 
mankind. 

It  has  been  fhcwn,  that  the  general  fcheme  of  policy  unifarmfj 
purfued  by  our  anceftors  in  every  period  of  time,  firice  the  increalt 
of  the  French  greatnefs,  has  be^n  to  preferve  an  equipoife  of  po^w^eq 
by  which  all  the  fmaller  ftatcs  are  preferved  in  fecurity.  It  is  apparent 
that  by  this  fcheme  alone  can  the  happinefs  of  mafikind  be  prefervcd|| 
and  that  no  other  family  but  that  of  Auftria  is  able  to  balance  tbe 
Houfc  of  Bourbon. 

This  equipoife  of  power  has  by  fomelrords  been  Imagined  an  airy 
fcheme,  a  pleafing  fpeculatlon  which,  however  it  may  amufe  the 
imagination,  can  never  be  reduced  to  praftice.  It  has  been  ailerted, 
that  the  ftatc  of  nations  is  always  variable,  that  dominion  is  every  day 
tranferred  by  ambition  or  by  cafualties,  that  inheritances  fall  by  want 
of  heirs  into  other  hands,  and  that  kingdoms  are  by  one  accident 
divided  at  one  time,  and  at  other  times  confolidated  by  a  difFerent 
event ;  that  to  be  the  guardians  of  all  thofe,  whofe  credulity  or  ibltf 
may  betray  them  to  concur  with  the  ambition  of  an  artful  neighboiuv 
and  to  promote  the  oppreffion  of  thenlfelves,  is  an  endlels  talk;  and 
that  to  obviate  all  the  accidents  by  which  provinces  may  change  their 
mafters,  is  an  undertaking  to  which  no  human  foredght  is  equal; 
that  we  have  not  a  right  to  hinder  the  courfe  of  fuccefiion  for  obi 
'ow;i  intereft,  nor  to  obllrudi  thofe  contracts  which  independent 
princes  are  perfuaded  to  make,  however  contrary  to  their  own  inte- 
reft, or  to  the  general  advantage  of  mankind.  And  it  has  been  con* 
eluded  by  thofe  reafoners^  that  we  (hould  fhew  the  higheft  degree  of 
wifdom,  and  the  trucft,  though  not  the  moft  refined  policy,  by  it- 
tending  fteadily  to  our  own  intereft,  by  improving  the  diflenfions  of 
our  neighbours  to  our  own  advantage,  by  extending  our  commerce^ 
and  increafing  our  riches,  without  any  regard  to, the  happinefs  or 
mifery,  freedom  or  flavery  of  the  reft  of  mankind. 

I  believe  I  need  not  very  laborioufly  colleft  arguments  to  prove  to 
your  Lordfhips,  that  this  fcheme  of  felfifti  negligence,  of  fupioe 
tranquillity,  is  equally  imprudent  and  ungenerous  ;  fince  if  we  exa- 
mine the  hiftory  of  the  laft  century,  we  ihall  eafily  diicover,  that  if 
this  nation  had  not  intcrpofcd,  the  French  had  now  been  mafters  of 
imore  than  half  Europe  ;  and  it  cannot  be  imagined,  that  they  would 
have  fuffercd  us  to  fet  th^m  at  defiance  ii^  the  midft  of  their  great- 
nefs, 
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(cfsy  that  they  would  have  fpared  us  out  of  tendernefs,  or  forborne 

0  attack  us  out  of  fear.  What  the  Spaniards  attempted,  though  un- 
iicce(sfully,  from  a  more  diftant  part  of  the  world,  in  the  pride  of 
heir  American  affluence,  would  certainly  have  been  once»more  en^ 
kaivoured  by  France,  with  far  greater  advantages,  and  as  it  may  be 
Imagined,  with  a  different  event. 

That  it  would  have  been  endeavoured,  cannot  be  doubted,  becaufe 

ifae   endeavour  would  not  have  been  hazardous ;  by  once  defeating 

our  fleet,  they  might  land  their  forces,  which  might  be  wafted  over 

la  a  very,  (bort  time,  and  by  a  fingle  victory  they  might  conquer  all 

the  ifland,  or  that  part  of  it  at  leaft  which  is  moft  worth  the  labour 

of  conqueft ;  and  though  they  ihould  be  unfuccefsful,  they  could 

fiifier  nothing  but  the  mortification  of  their  pride,  and  would  be  in  a 

(hoTt  time  enabled  to  make  a  new  attempt. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  if  we  could  preferve  our'  liberty  in  the  general 
{iibjedion'  of  the  Veftern  part  of  the  world,  we  fhould  do  it  only  by 
toning  our  ifland  into  a  garrifon,  by  laying  afide  all  other  expfdoy** 

1  nent  than  the  ftudy  of  war,  and  by  making  it  our  only  care  to  watch 
our  coafts:  a  ftate  which  furely  ought  to  be  avoided  at  almoft  any 
ctpence  and  at  any  hazard* 

To  think  that  we  copld  extend  our  trade  or  increafe  our  riches  in 

this  ftate  of  the  continent,  is  to  forget  the  effedls  of  univerfal  empire. 

The  French,  my  Lords,  would  then  be  in  polTeffion  of  all  the  trade 

of  thofe  provinces  which  ihe  had  conquered,  they  would  be  matters 

of  all  their  ports  and  of  all  their  fhipping ;  and  your  Lordfliips  may 

caiily  conceive  with  what  fecurity  we  (hould  venture  upon  the  ocean, 

in  a  ftate  of  war,  when  all  the  harbours  of  the  continent  afforded 

thelter  to  our  enemies.     If  the  French  privateers  from  a  few  obfcure 

creeks,  unfupported  by  a  fleet  of  war,  or  at  leaft  not  fupported  by  a 

lavy  equal  to  our  own,  could  make  fuch  devaftations  in  our  trade  as 

enabled  their  country  to  hold  out  againft  the  confederacy  of  almoft 

*ll  the  neighbourfng  powers ;  what,  my  Lords,  might  not  be  dreaded 

hy  us,  when  every  ihip  upon  the  ocean  fhould  be  an  enemy ;.  when 

we  fliould  be  at  once  overborne  by  the  wealth  and  the  numbers  of 

our  adverfaries ;    when  the  trade  of  the  world  fhould  be  in  their 

hands,  and  their  navies  no  lefs  numerous  than  their  troops. 

I  have  made  this  digreffion,  my  Lords,  I  hope  not  wholly  without 
wccffity,  to  fhcw  that  the  advantages  of  preferring  tte  cquipoife  of 
Europe  arenot^as  they  have  been  fometimes  conceived,  empty  founds, 
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or  idle  notions ;  but  that  by  the  balance  of  one  nation  againft  ano- 
ther, both  the  fafety  of  other  countries  and  of  our  own  is  prcfenred  ; 
and  that  therefore  it  rec^uires  all  our  vigilance  and  all  our  refolution  to 
efiabliQi  and  maintain  it. 

That  there  may  come  a  time  in  which  this  fcheme  will  be  no 
longer  practicable,  when  a  coalition  of  dominions  may  be  inevitable^ 
and  when  one  power  will  be  neceiTarily  exalted  above  the  reft,  is 
indeed  not  abiblutely  impofEble,  and  therefore  not  to  be  peremptorily 
denied.  But  it  is  not  to  be  inferred,  that  our  care  is  vain  at  prefent, 
becaufe,  perhaps,  it  may  fometime  be  vain  hereafter;  or  that  we  ought 
now  to  fmlc  into  flavery  without  a  ftruggle,  becaufe  the  time  may 
come,  when  our  ftrongeft  efFoi^ts  will  be  InefFeiftual. 

It  has>  indeed  been  almoft  ^(lertied,  that  the  fiital  hour  i$  now  arri ved^ 
and  that  it  is  to  no  purpofe  that  we  endeavour  to  raife  any  farther 
pppofidon  to  the  univerfal  monarchy  projected  by  France.  We  arc 
told,  that  the  nation  is  exhaufted  and  difpirited ;  that  we  have  nd* 
ther  influence,  nor  riches,  nor  courage  remaining ;  that  we  fhail  be 
left  to  ftand  alone  againft  the  united  Houfe  of  BourbcHi ;  that  die 
Auftrians  cannot,  and  that  the  Dutch  will  not,  ailift  us ;  that  the  King 
of  Sardinia  will  defert  his  alliance  ;  that  the  King  of  Pruffia  has  de« 
clared  againft  us ;  and  therefore,  that  by  engaging  in  the  fupport  of 
the  Pragmatic  San£tion,  we  are  about  to  draw  upon  ourfelves  that 
ruin  which  every  other  power  has  forefeeri  and  ihunned. 

I  am  far  from  denying,  my  Lords,  that  the  power  of  France  Is 
great  and  dangerous ;  but  can  draw  no  confequence  from  that  poft« 
tion,.but  that  this  force  is  to  be  oppofed  before  it  is  ftiU  greater,  and 
this  danger  to  be  obviated  while  it  is  yet  furmountable,  and  fur-v 
mountable  I  ftill  believe  it  by  unanimity  and  courage. 

If  our  wealth,  my  Loxxls,  is  diminiihed^  it  is  time  to  confine  the 
commerce  of  that  nation  by  which  we  have  been  driven  out  of  the 
markets  of  the  continent,  by  deftroying  their  fliipping,  and  intercept* 
ing  their  merchants.  If  our  courage  is  depreifed,  it  is  depreiled  not 
by  any  change  in  the  nature  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland,  but  by  a 
long  courfe  of  inglorious  compliance  with  the  demands,  and  of  meaq 
fubmiifion  to  the  infults,  of  other  nations,  to  which  it  is  neceflary  to 
put  an  end  by  vigorous  rcfolutions. 

If  our  allies  are  timorous  and  wavering,  it  is  neceflary  to  encou- 
rage them  by  vigorous  meafures  ;  for  as  fear,  fo  courage,  is  produced 
by  example :  the  bravery  of  a  fingic  man  may  withhold  au  army  from 
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flight,  zxiA  other  nations  will  be  afhamed  to  dUcovt r  ^y  dread  of  that 
power  which  France  alone  fets  at  defiance.  They  will  be  le&  afraid 
to  declare  their  intentions,  when  they  are  convinced  that  we  intend 
to  fupport  them  ;  and  if  there  be,  in  reality^  any  {>rince  who  does 
not  ferotir  our  deiign,  he  will  be  at  leaft  lefs  inclined  to  ob^rufi  it, 
as  be  fitids  the  oppofition,  which  he  muft  encounter,  more  formidable^ 

For  this  reafon,  my  Lord$,.I  am' fax  firom dilcovering  the  juftneft 
of  the  opinion  which  has  prevailed  very  much  in  the  nation,  on  this 
occafion,  that  we  are  not  to  z&  without  allies,  becauTe  allies  are  moft 
caiily  to  be  procured  by  a£ting,  and  becaufe  it  is  reafonahle  an4 
Deceflary  for  us  to  perform  our  part,  bowever  other  powers  may 
O/Pgled  theirs. 

The  advice  which  the  Senate  has  often  repeated  to  ^s  Majefty^ 
has  been  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  France ;  and  though  it  fhould  be 
^owed,  that  he  has  been  advifed  to  proceed  in  concert  wiih  his  allia^ 
.yet  it  muft  be  under Aood  to  fuppofe  fuch  allies  as  may  be  found  tQ 
have  courage  and  honefty  enough  to  concur  with  him.  It  cannot  be 
» intended,  that  he  {hould  delay  his  ai&ftance  till  corrup^on  is  re* 
claimed,  or  till  cowardice  is  animated ;  for  to  promiie  the  Queen 
of  Hungary  afliftance  on  fuch  terms,  would  be  to  infult  her  calami* 
tksi^  and  to  withhold  our  fuccours  till  £he  was  irrecoverably  ruined* , 
The  Senate  could  not  infift  that  we  fhould  ftand  neuter,  till  all 
tbofe,  who  were  engaged  by  treaty  to  fupport  the  Pragmatic  Sanftion, 
ihotdd  appear  willing  to  fulfil  their  ftipulations ;  for  even  France  i^ 
to  be  numbered  among  thofe  who  have  promifed  to  fupport  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria  in  its  polleffions,  however  (he  may  now  endeavour  to  l^ake 
them  away. 

Even  with  regard  to  that  power  from  which  moft  affiftance  may 
be  reafonably  e}(pe£led,  nothing  would  be  more  imprudent  than  to 
dedare,  that  we  determine  not  to  z&  without  them ;  for  what  then 
would  be  necefiary,  but  that  the  French  influence  one  town  in 
their  provinces,  or  one  deputy  in  their  ailemblies,  and  ruin  the  Houf« 
of  Auftria  in  fecurity  and  at  leifure,  without  any  other  expence  than 
that  of  a  bribe. 

It  was  therefore  necefiary  to  tranfport  our  troops  into  Flanders, 
to  (hew  the  world,  that  we  were  no  longer  inclined  to  ftand  idle 
ipeOators  of  the  troubles  of  Europe ;  that  we  no  longer  intended  to 
amufe  ourfelves,  or  our  confederates,  with  negociations  which  might 
produce  no  treatiesi  or  with  treaties  which  might  be  broken  when« 
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ever  the  violatloii  of  them  afForded  any  profpeA  of  that  advantage  ; 
vre  were  now  refolved  to  facrifice  the  pl^afures  of  neutrality,  and  the 
profits  of  peaceful  traffic,  to  the  fecurity  of  the  liberties  of  Europe, 
and  the  obfervation'of  public  faith.  ' 

This  neccffity  was  fo  generally  allowed,  that  when  the  firft  body 
of  troops  was  fent  over,  no  objcdion  was  made  by  thofe  who  found 
themfelves  inclined  to  cenfure  the  condu<9  of  our  affairs,  but  that 
they  were  not  fufficicntly  numerous  to  defend  themfelves,  and  would 
be  taken  prifoners  by  a  French  detachment;  the  miniftry  were 
dierdbre  aflced,  why  they  did  not  fend  a  larger  force,  why  they  en- 
gaged in  hoftilities,  which  could  only  raife  the  laughter  of  our  ene« 
mies,  and  why,  if  they  intended  war,  they  did  not  raife  an  army  fufi-' 
cient  to  proiecute  it  ? 

An  army,  my  Lords,  an  army  truly  formidable,  is  now  raifcd,altd 
aflembled  on  the  frontiers  of  PVancc,  ready  to  affift  our  ally,  and  to 
put  a  flop  to  the  violence  of  invafions.  We  now  fee  ourfelves  once 
again  united  with  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  may  hope  once  more  to 
drive  the  oppreflbrs  of  mankind* before  us.  But  now,  my  Lords,  a 
clamour  is.  propagated  through  the  nation,  that  thefe  raeafures  which 
have  been  fo  long  defired,  are  pernicious  and  treacherous ;  that  we 
are  armed  not  againft  France,  but  againft  ourlclves ;  that  our 
armies  are  fent  over  either  not  to  fight,  or  to  fight  in  a  quarrel  in 
which  we  have  no  concern  5  to  gain  vifiories  from  which  this  nation 
will  receive  no  advantage,  or  to  bring  new  diflionour  upon  their 
country  by  a  fliameful  inactivity. 

This  clamour,  which  if  jt  had  been  confined  to  the  vulgar,  had 
been,  perhaps,  of  no  great  importance,  nor  could  have  promoted  any 
of  the  defigns  of  thofe  by  whom  it  was  raifed,  has  been  mentioned 
in  this  Houfe  as  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  motion  which  is  now 
under  the  confideration  of  your  Lordfliips ;  and  it  has  been  urged, 
that  thefe  meafures  cannot  be  proper,  bccaufe  all  meafures,  by  which 
his  Majefty's  government  is  made  unpopular,  muft  in  the  end  be 
deftrufKve  to  the  nation. 

On  this  occafion,  my  Lords,  it  is  neceffary  to  confider  the  nature 
of  popularity,  and  to  enquire  kow  far  it  is  to  be  confidered  in  the 
adminiftration  of  public  affairs.  If  by  popularity  is  meant  only  a 
fudden  fliout  of  applaufe,  obtained  by  a  compliance  with  the  prcfent 
inclination  of  the  people,  however  excited,  or  of  whatfoever  tendency, 
J  (hall  without  fcru pie  declare,  that  popularity  is  to  be  defpifed;  it 
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is  to  be  defpired,  my  Lords,  becaare  it  cannot  be  preferved  tinthottt 
abandoning  much  more  valuabje  confiderations*  The  inclinations 
ef  the  people  have  in  all  ages  been  too  variable  for  regard*  But  if 
by  popularity  be  meant  that  fettled  confidence  and  lafting  efteemj^ 
ivhich  a  good  Government  may  juftly  claim  from  the  fubje£^  I  am 
far  from  denying  that  it  is  truly  deiirable ;  and  that  no  wife  man  ever 
difregarded  it.  But  this  popularity,  my  Lords,  is  very  confident 
with  contempt  of  riotous  clamours,  and  of  miftaken  complaints; 
and  is  often  only  to  be  obtained  by  an  oppofition  to  the  reigning 
opinions,  and  a  neglect  of  temporary  difcontents  j  opinions  which 
may  be  inculcated  without  difficulty  by  fevourite  orators,  and  dif- 
contents which  the  eloquence  of  fcditious  writers  may  eafily  prodiioe 
on  ignorance  and  unconftancy. 

How  eafily  the  opinions  of  the  vulgar  may  be  regulated  by  thofe 
who  have  obtained,  by  whatever  methods,  their  efteem,  the  debate 
of  this  day,  my  Lords,  may  inform  us  ^  fince  if  the  meafures  againft 
which  this  motion  is  intended,  be  really  unpopular,  as  they  have 
been  reprefented,  it  is  evident  that  there  has  been  lately  a  very  re« 
markable  change  in  the  fentiments  of  the  nation ;  for  it  is  yet  a  very 
litde  time  fince  the  repreflion  df  the  infolence  of  France,  and  the 
relief  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  was  fo  generally  wifhed,  and  fo  im- 
portunately demanded,  that  had  meafures  like  thefe  been  then  formed, 
it  is  not  improbable  that  they  might  have  reconciled  the  public  to 
Aat  man,  whom  the  united  voice  of  the  nation  has  long  laboured  to  , 
overbear. 

It  is  indeed  urged  with  a  degree  of  confidence,  which  ought,  m 
my  opinion,  to  proceed  from  ftronger  proof  than  has  yet  been  pro-  • 
duced,  that  no  hoftilities  are  intended ;  that  our  armaments  on  the 
continent  are  an  idle  (hew,  an  inofPenfive  oftentation,  and  that  the 
troops  of  Hanover  have  been  hired  only  to  enrich  the  elefiorate, 
under  the  appearance  of  affifting  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  whom  in 
reality  they  cannot  fuccour  without  drawing  upon  their  country  the 
imperial  interdifi; 

It  has  been  alledged,  my  Lords,  that  thefe  meafures  have  been 
concerted  wholly  for  the  advantage  of  Hanover;  that  this  kingdom 
is  to  be  facrificed  to  the  eledorate,  and  that  we  are  in  reality  intended 
to  be  made  tributaries  to  a  petty  power. 

In  confirmation  of  thefe  fuggeiHons,  advantage  has  been  taken 
^om  every  circumftancc  that  could  admit  of  mifreprefentation.  The 
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conftitutidn  of  the  empire  has  been  rifely  quoted,  to  prove  that  they 
cannot  a£l  igainft  the  Emperor,  and  their  inactivity  in  FIander$  has 
been  produced  as  a  proof,  that  they  do  not  intend  to  enter  Germany. 

Whoever  (hall  confult  the  conftituent  and  fundamental  pa£l  by 
vhich  the  German  form  of  government  is  eftabli(hed,  will  find,  my. 
lyordsy  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  £mperor  alone  to  lay  mj 
ef  the  States  of  Germany  und£r  the  ban ;  and  that  the  ele^rs  are 
independent  in  their  own  dominions,  fo  far  as  that  they  may  enter 
into  alliances  with  foreign  powers,  and  make  war  upon  each  other. 

It  appears  therefore,  my  Lords,  that  no  law  prohibits  the  £Ie£br 
of  Hanover  to  fend  his  troops  to  the  afiiftance  of  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
ffLty ;  he  may  in  Oonfequence  of  treaties  march  into  Genoaay,  and 
attack  the  confederates  of  the  Emperor,  or  what  is  not  now  io-. 
teoded,  even  the  Emperor  himfelf,  without  any  dread  of  the  &ve« 
rities  of  the  ban. 

Nor  does  the  continuance  of  the  forces  in  Flanders  Aew  any  un-. 
wiUingnefs  to  begin  hoftilities,  or  any  dread  of  the  power  of  either 
Praiia,  wfaoib  prohibition  is  merely  imaginary,  or  of  France,  who  is 
not  lefs  perplexed  by  the  neighbourhood  of  our  army,  than  by  any 
iDiber  method  that  could  have  been  taken  of  attacking  her ;  for  beiiig 
pUiged  to  have  an  equal  force  always  in  readinefs  to  obferve  their 
motions,  ibe  has  not  been  able  to  fend  a  new  army  againft  ^ 
Auftrians,  but  has  been  obliged  to  leav^  the  Emperor  at  tbeif 
vtcrcy,  and  fufFer  them  to  recover  Bdiemia  without  Uoodfliedt  mA 
cftabli(hthemfelves  at  leifure  in  Bavaria. 

Nor  is  this,  my  Lords,  the  only  advantage  which  has  beeo  gained 
by  their  rcftdcnce  in  Flanders  5  for  the  United  Provinces  have  beca 
atiimated  te  a  concurrence  in  the  common  caufe,  and  have  confented  ^ 
fo  far  to  depart  from  their  darling  neutrality,  as  to  fend  twenty  thpur 
fand  of  their  forces  to  garrifon  the  barrier.  Of  which  no  maa^  I 
•  foppofe,  will  fay  that  it  is  not  of  great  importance  to  the  Q^ieen  of 
Hungary,  fince  it  fets  her  free  from  the  neceffity  of  diftrading  bef 
views,  and  dividing  her  forces  for  the  defence  of  the  moft  diftant 
parts  of  her  dominions  at  onee ;  nor  will  it  be  affirmed,  that  this 
advantage  could  have  probably  been  gained,  without  convincing  9UC 
allies  of  fmcerity,  hy  fending  an  army  into  the  continent. 

If  it  be  afked,  What  is  farther  to  be  expefted  from  thefe  troops? 
it  ought  to  be  remembered,  my  Lords,  with  haw  little  propriety  our 
niinifters  can  be  required  to  mskc  public  a  fchcm^  of  hoftile  operas 


ti6fiS)  and  how  much  wt  {hould  ocpofe  ourliJTes  to  our  onemies, 
ftoiUd  a  {decedent  be  eftablUfaed  by  which  our  Genenab  would  bf 
inciipdcitated  to  form  a<ty  private  defigos,  and  an  cod  would  be  for 
iver  put  to  military  fccrecy. 

VilMLt  0ecei&ty  there  can  be  for  prppofing  arguments  like  theft^ 
I  am  not,  indeed,  able  to  difcover,  iince  the  obje6Uons  which  have 
been  made  feem  to  proceed  rather  from  obftinacy  than  oonvi£tioii| 
(and  the  reflexions  that  have  been  vented,  feem  rather  the  produ&of 
wit  irritated  by  malevolence,  than  of  reafon  enlightened  by  cabm 
confideration.  The  minifters  have  been  reproached  with  Hanover 
riati  meafures,  witliout  any  proof  that  Hanover  is  to  receive  tke  Jeaft 
advantage  j  and  have  been  charged  with  betra}ang  their  CMAtry  by 
thofe  who  cannot  ibew  how  their  country  is  injured>  nor  can  prove 
either  that  intereft  or  faith  would  allow  i|S  to  (it  inaftive  in  the 
prefent  difturbance  of  Europe,  or  that  we  could  bar9  a&ed  in  any 
other  ipafiner  with  equal  efficacy. 

It  is  fo  far  from  being  either  evident  or  true,  my  Lords,  diat 
Britain  is  facriiiccd  to  Hanover,  that  Hanover  is  evidently  basardeA 
f>y  her  union  with  Britain.  Had  this  ek<9or«ie  now  any  other 
Sovereign  than  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  it  might  have  bcett 
iecure  by  a  nputrality,  and  have  looked  upon  the  miicries  of  the 
fieighbourii)g  provinces  without  any  diminution  of  its  people,  or 
difturbance  of  its  tranquillity ;  nor  could  any  danger  be  dreaded^ 
or  any  inconvenience  be  felt,  but  from  an  open  dedaration  ia  ftvour 
of  the  Pragmatic  Sandion. 

Why  the  hire  of  the  troops  of  apy  particular  country  fliould  be 
confidered  as  an  a<9:  of  fubmifiion  to  it,  or  of  dependency  upon  it^ 
I  cannot  difcover^  nor  can  I  conceive  for  what  reaibn  the  troops  of 
Hanover  (hould  be  more  dangerous,  or  Icis  popular,  at  this  than  $it 
any  former  time,  or  why  the  employment  of  them  ihould  be  con^ 
fidered  as  any  particular  regard.  If  any  addition  of  dominion  bad 
been  to  be  purchafed  for  the  elefiiorate  by  the  united  arms  pf  the 
confederate  army,  I  (boold,  perhaps,  be  inclmed  to  cenfiiie  the 
fcheme,  as  contrary  to  the  intereft  of  my  native  country  $  norihall 
any  Lord  more  warmly  oppofe  defigns  that  may  tend  to  aggraiuli& 
another  nation  at  the  expence  of  this.  But  to  hire  foreigners^  cf 
whatever  country,  only  to  fave  the  blood  of  Britons,  is,  in  my  opi4> 
|iion,  an  Inftance  of  preference  which  ought  to  produce  rather 
Ifcknowledgments  of  g^ra  titude,  than  ial|ies  of  iAidigaation« 
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Upon  the  moft  ^xatSt  Airvey  of  this  debate,  I  will  boldly  aiErm, 
Aat  I  never  heard  in  th»  Houie  a  queftion  fo  untenable  in  itfel^  fo 
(>bftmately  or  {o  warmly  debated ;  but  hop6  that  the  fophiftries  which 
have  been  ufed,  however  artful,  and  the  declamations  which  have 
been  pionounced,  however  pathetic,  will  have  no  effed  upon  your 
Z^rdflups*  I  hope,  that  as  the  other  Houfe  has  already  agreed  to 
fopport  the  auxiliaries  which  have  been  retained,  and  which  have 
been  proved  in  this  debate  to  be  retained .  for  the  ftrongeft.  reafons, 
and  the  mbft  important  purpofes,  your  Lordfliips  will  (hew,  by  rc« 
je<Sing  this  motion,  that  you  are  not  lefs  willing  to  concur  in  the 
iapporC*of  public  faith,  and  that  you  will  not  fufFer  pofterity  to  charge 
jbu  witb'tbe  exaltation  of  France,  and  the  ruin  of  Europe* 

Ther  queftion  was  then  put,  and  determined  in  the  negative,  by 
Qo  againft  35. 

After  the  cpnclufion  of  this  long  debate,  the  iQiniftry  did  not  yet 
think  their  wiStorj  in  repelling  this  cenfure  fufiiciently  apparent,  un* 
lefs  a  motion  was  admitted,  which  might  imply  a  full  and  unlimited 
approbation  of  their  meafures  ^  and  therefore  the  Earl  of  Scarbo- 
rough rofe,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  eiFe£l  :-^My  Lords,  It  has 
been  jufily  obferved  in  the  debate  of  this  day,  that  the  opinions  of 
the  people  of  Britain  are  regulated  in  a  great  meafurc^by  the  deter- 
minations of  this  Houfe ;  that  they  confider  this  as  the  place  where 
truth  and  reafon  obtain  a  candfd  audieiKe ;  as  a  place  facred  to 
JHftice  and  to  honour  ^  into  which  paflion,  partiality  and  fa^on  have 
been  very  rarely  known  to  intrude ;  and  that  they  therefore  watch  our 
dccifions  as  the  great  rules  of  policy,  and  ftanding  maxims  of  right, 
and  readily  believe  thefe  meafures  neceflary  in  which  we  concuri 
and  that  condudt  unblameable  which  has  gained  our  approbation. 

This  reputation,  my  Lrords,  we  ought  diligently  to  preferve,  by 
«n  unwearied  vigilance  for  the  happinefs  of  our  fellow-fubjeiSts ;  and 
while  we  poflefs  it,  we  ought  like  wife  to  employ  its  influence  to 
beneficial  purpofes,  that  the  caufe  and  the  efie&  may  reciprocally 
produce  each  other ;  that  the  people,  when  the  profperity  which  they 
enjoy  by  our  care,  inclines  them  to  repofe  in  us  an  implicit  confi* 
dence,  may  find  that  confidence  a  new  fource  of  felicicy  }  that  they 
may  reverence  us,  becaufe  they  are  fecure  and  happy  5  and  be  fectue 
and  happy,  becaufe  they  reverence  us^ 

This  great  end,  my  Lords,  it  will  not  be  very  difEcult  to  attain; 
the  foundation  of  this  e^^alted  authority  may  eafily  be  laid,  an4  ^ 
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fuperftruSure  raifed  in  a  (hort  time ;  the  one  may  be  laid  too  deep 
to  be  undermined,  and  the  other  built  too  firmly  to  be  fliaken ;  at 
leaft  they  can  be  impaired  only  by  ourfelves,  and  may  kl  all  exter* 
nal  violence  at  defiance. 

To  prefcrve  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  cohfequently  to 
govern  them  without  force,  and  without  oppofition,  it  is  only  ne- 
ceflary  that  w6  never  willingly  deceive  them  \  that  we  cxpofe  the 
public  affairs  to  their  view,  fo  far  as  they  ought  to  be  made  public 
in  their  true  ftate  ;  that  we  never  fufFer  felfe  reports  to  circulate  un- 
der the  fandion  of  our  authority,  nor  give  the  nation  reafon  to  think 
we  are  fatisfied,  when  wc  are  in  reality  fufpicious  of  illegal  defigns, 
or  that  we  fufpe£):  thofe  meafures  of  latent  mifchiefs  with  which  we 
are  in  realitj  completely  fatisfied.  ♦  -• 

But  it  is  not  fufficient,  m)f  Lords,  that  we  publifh  ourfelves  na 
fallacious  reprefentations  of  our  counfels ;  it  is  necefiary  likewife 
that  we  do  not  permit  them  to  be  publiflied,  that  we  obviate  every 
falfehood  in  its  rife,  and  propagate  truth  with  our  utmoft  diligence. 
For  if  we  fuffer  the  nation  to  be  deceived,  we  are  not  much  lefs  crx- 
minal  than  thofe  .who  deceive  it ;  at  leaft  we  muft  be  confefled  no 
longer  to^adl  as  the  guardians  of  the  public  happinefs,  if  we  fufler 
it  to  be  interrupted  by  the  difperfion  of  reports  which  we  know  to 
be  at  once  fal&  and  pernicious. 

Of  thcfc  principles,  which  I  fuppofe  wiU  not  be  contefted,  an  ea(y 
application  may  be  made  to  the  bufinefs  of  the  prefent  day.  A 
queftion  has  been  debated  with  great  addrefs,  great  ardour,  and 
great  obftinacy,  which  is  in  itfelf,  though  not  doubtful,  yet  very 
much  difFufcd ;  complicated  with  a  great  number  of  circumftance?, 
and  extended  to  a  multitude  of  relations  \  and  is  therefore  a  fubje^i 
upon  which  fophiftry  may  very  fafely  prafiife  her  arts,  and  which 
may  be  fliewn  in  very  different  views  to  thofe  whofe  intelledlual  light 
is  too  much  contraSed  to  receive  the  whole  objefl  at  once.  It  may 
cafilybe  aflerted  by  thofe  who  have  long  been  accuftomed  to  afErm 
without  fcruplc  whatever  they  dcfire  to  obtain  belief,  that  the  argu- 
ments in  favour  of  the.  motion,  which  has  now  been  rejefted  by 
your  Lprdfliips,  were  unanfwerable;  and  it  will  be  no  hard  tafk  to 
lay  before  their  audience  fuch  reafons  as,  though  they  have  been 
cafily  confuted  by  the  penetration  and  experience  of  your  Lordfhips, 
may  to  men  unacquainted  with  politic?,  and  remote  frOm  the  -fources 
of  intclUgcnce,  a;?pear  very  formidable. 

It 
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It  is  therefore  not  fufitcient  that  your  Lordfhips  have  rejefied  the 
former  motion^  and  ihewn  that  you  do  not  abfolutely  difapprove  the 
meafures  of  the  government,  fTnce  it  may  be  aderted,  and  with  fomc 
appearance  of  reafon,  that  barely  not  to  admit  a  motion  bjr  which  all 
the  meafures  of  the  laft  year  would  have  been  at  once  overturned  and 
annihilated)  is  no  proof  that  tliey  have  been  fully  juftified,  and 
warmly  confirmed,  fmce  many  of  the  tranfaiStions  might  have  been 
at  leaft  doubtful,  and  yet  this  motion  not  have  been  proper. 

In  an  affair  of  fo  great  importance,  my  Lords,  an  affair  in  which 
the  intcreft  of  all  the  weftern  world  is  engaged,  it  is  neceflary  to 
take  away  all  fufpicions,  when  the  nation  is  about  to  be  involved  in 
a  war  for  the  fecurity  of  ourfelvcs  and  our  pofterity;  in  a  war 
which,  however  profperous,  muft  be  at  leaft  expenfive,  and  which 
xs  to  be  carried  on  againft  an  enemy  who,  though  not  invincible,  is 
in  a  very  high  degree  powerfuU  It  is  furely  proper  to  fhcw  ^n  the 
jmoft  puUic  manner  our  convi6lion,  that  neither  prudence  nor  firi)^ 
gality  bis  been  wanting;  that  the  inconveniencies  which  will  be 
always  felt  in  fuch  contentions,  are  not  brought  upon  us  by  wan- 
tonne&  or  negligenqe ;  and  that  no  care  is  omitted  by  which  they 
are  alleviated,  and  that  they  may  be  borne  more  patiendy,  becauie 
they  cannot  be  avoided. 

This  atteftation,  my  Lords,  we  can  only  give  by  a  folemn  addre& 
to  his  Majefty  of  a  tendency  contrary  to  that  of  the  motion  now 
rejeded^  and  by  fuch  an  atteftation  only  can  we  hope  to  revive  the 
courage  of  the  nation,  to  unite  thofe  in  the  common  caufe  of  liberty 
whom  falfe  reports  have  alienated  or  fhaken,  and  to  reftore  to  his 
Majefty  that  confidence  which  all  the  fubtilties  of  &£tion  have  been 
employed  to  impair.  I  therefore  move,  than  an  humble  Addreis  be 
prefcnted  to  his  Majefty,  importing,  "  That  in  the  unfetded  and 
dangerous  fituation  of  affairs  in  Europe,  the  fending  a  confideraUe 
body  of  Britiih  forces  into  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  and  augment- 
ing the  fame  with  i6coo  of  his  Majeft}''s  ele&oral  troops,  and  the 
Hei&ans  in  the  Britiih  pay,  and  thereby  in  conjun&ion  with  the 
Queen  of  Hungary,  troops  in  the  Low  Countries,  forming  a  great 
army  for  the  fervice  of  the  common  caufe,  was  a  wile,  ufeful,  and 
jiecei&ry  meafure,  manifeftly  tending  to  .the  Aipport  and  encourage- 
ment of  bis  Majefty's  allies,  and  the  real  and  effedual  affiftance  of 
the  Queen  of  Hungary,  and  the  reftoring  and  maintaining  die 

balance 
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balance  of  power,  and  has  already  produced  very  advantageoMS 
confequences. 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  ^oke  next  to  the  following  efFc£t: — My 
Lord^,  The  neceffity  of  fupporting  our  reputation,  and  of  preferving 
fbc  confidence  of  the  public,  I  am  by  no  means  inclined  to  difpute^ 
being  convinced,  that  from  the  inflant  in  which  we  (hall  \ok  the 
credit  which  our  anceftors  have  delivered  down  to  us,  we  (hall  be 
no  longer  confidered  as  a  part  of  the  legiilature,  but  be  treated  by 
the  people  only  as  an  Ailembly  of  hirelings  and  dependents,  convendl 
at  the  pleafure  of  the  Court  to  ratify  its  decifions  without  examina* 
ttoa,  to  extort  taxes,  promote  flavery,  and  to  fhare  with  the  mi- 
niftry  the  crime  and  the  infamy  of  cruelty  and  opprei&on* 

For  this  reafon  it  is  undoubtedly  proper,  that  we  avoid  not  only 
the  crime,  but  the  appearance  of  dependence  i  and  that  every  doubt« 
liil  queftion  fhould  be  freely  debated,  and  every  pernicious  pofition 
publicly  condemned;  and  that  when  our  decifions  are  not  agreeable 
to  the  opinion  or  expe£bitions  of  the  people,  we  (hould  at  leaft  ihew 
them  that  they  are  not  the  eiFe^s  of  blind  compliance  with  the  de.- 
mand^  of  the  miniftry,  or  of  an  implicit  refignatton  to  the  diredion 
4}f  a  party.  We  ought  to  Ihew,  that  we  are  unprejudiced,  and 
ready  to  hear  truth ;  that  our  determinations  are  not  di£lated  by  any 
foc^ign  influence,  and  that  it  will  not  be  vain  to  inform  us,  or 
lifeleis  to  petition  us. 

In  thefe  principles  I  agree  with  the  noble  Lord  who  has  made  the 
motion ;  but  in  the  confequences  which  are  on  this  occafion  to  be 
idrtwn  from  them,  I  cannot  but  differ  very  widely  from  him ;  for, 
in  ftty  opinion,  nothing  can  fo  much  impair  our  reputation,  as  an 
Addrefs  like  that  which  is  propofed ;  an  Addrefs  not  founded  either 
upon  fads  or  arguments,  and  from  which  the  nation  can  colled 
only,  diatthe  protedion  of  this  Houfe  is  withdrawn  from  them,  that 
they  are  given  up  to  ruin,  and  that  they  are  to  peri(h  as  a  facrifice  to 
Ae  intereft  of  Hanover. 

Let  us  confider  what  we  are  now  invited  to  aflert,  and  it  w31 
eafily  appear  how  well  this  motion  is  calculated  to  preferve  and  fo 
advance  the  reputation  of  this  Houfe.  We  are  to  affcrt,  my  Lords, 
the  propriety  of  a  new  war  againft  the  moft  formidable  power  of 
the  univerfe,  at  a  time  when  we  have  been  defeated  and  difgrac«d 
in  our  conquefb  with  a  kingdom  of  inferior  force.  We  are  to 
declare  our  readinefs  to  pay  and  to  raife  new  taxes,,  f^nce  no  war  can 

be 
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be  carried  on  without  them^  at  a  time  when  our  commerce^  the 
great  fource  of  riches,  is  obftru£led  ;  when  the  intereft  of  debts  con-  . 
tra£i:ed  during  a  long  war,  and  a  peace  almoft  equally  expenfive,  is 
preying  upon  our  cftates,  when  the  profits  of  the  trade  of  future 
ages,  and  the  rents  of  the  inheritances  of  our  lateft  defcendants  axe 
mortgaged ;  and  what  ought  yet  more  to  affeA  us,  at  a  time  when 
the  outcry  of  diftrefs  is  univerfal,  when  the  miferies  of  hopele& 
poverty  have  funk  the  nation  into  defpair,  when  induftry  fcargely  re- 
tains fpirit  fufficient  to  continue  her  labours,  and  all  the  lower  ranks 
of  mankind  are  overwhelmed  with  the  general  calamity. 

There  may  perhaps  be  fpme  among  your  Lordihips  who  ma/ 
think  this.reprefentation  of  the.ftatf  of  the  public  ^aggerated be- 
yond the  truth.  There  are  many  in  this  Houfe  wh<^  fee  no  other 
fdenes  than  the  magnificence  of  feafts,  the  gaieties  of  balls,  and  the 
fplendor  of  a  Court  i  anc^it  is  not  much  to  be  wondered  at,  if  they 
do  not  eafily  believe  what  it  is  often  their  intereft  to  doubt,  that  this 
luxury  is  fupported  by  the  diftrefs  of  millions,  and  that  this  magni- 
ficence expofes  multitudes  to  nakednefs  and  famine.  It  is  my  cus- 
tom, when  the  bufinefs  of  the  Senate  Is  over,  to  retire  to  my  eftate 
In  the  country,  where  I  live  without  noife,  and  without  riot,  and 
take  a  calm  and  deliberate  furvey  of  the  condition  of  thofe  that  in- 
habit the  towns  and  villages  about  me.  I  mingle  in  their  converfa- 
tion,  'and  hear  their  complaints ;  I  enter  their  houfes,  and  find  by 
their  condition  that  their  complaints  arejuftj  I  difcover  that  they 
3(re  daily  impoveriftied,  and  that  they  are  not  able  to  ftruggle  under 
die  enormous  burthens  of  public  payments,  of  which  I  am  coo- 
irinced,  that  they  cannot  be  levied  another  year  without  exhaufting 
the  people,  and  fpreading  univerfal  beggary  over  the  nation. 

What  can  be  the  opinion  of  the  public,  when  they  fee  an  Addreis 
of  this  Houfe,  by  which  new  expenccs  are  recommended  ?  Will  they 
not  think  that  their  ftate  is  defperate,  and  that  they  are  fold  to 
llavery,  from  which  nothing  but  infurre£tions  and  bloodihed  can  re- 
leafe  them  ?  If  they  retain  any  hopes  of  relief  from  this  Houfe,  they 
snuft  foon  be  extingulfhed,  when  they  find  in  the  next  daufe,  that 
we  are  funk  to  fuch  a  degree  of  fervility,  as  to> acknowledge  benefits 
which  were  never  received,  and  to  praiffi  the  invifibic  fcrvice  of  our 
army  in  Flanders. 

If  it  be  neceftary,  my  Lords,  to  impofe  upon  the  public,  let  us  at 
leaft  endeavour  to  do  it  lefs  gro&ly  ^  let  us  not  attempt  to  perfuade 

them. 
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them,  that  thofe  forces  have  gained  vi£lories  who  have  never  feen  aa 
enemy,  or  that  we  are  benefited  by  the  tranrportation  of  our  money 
into  another  country. 

If  it  be  neceflary  to  cenfure  thofe  noble  Lords  who  have  fupported 
the  former  motion,  and  to  punifli  them  for  daring  to  ufe  arguments 
ivhich  could  not  be  confuted ;  for  this  is  the  apparent  tendency  of 
the  prefent  motion ;  let  us  not  lofe  all  confideration  of  ourfelves^ 
nor  facrifice  the  honour  of  the  Hgufe  to  the  refentment  of  the 

mini  dry. 

For  my  part,  my  Lords,  I  fliall  continue  to  avow  my  opinion  in 
defiance  of  cenfures^  motions  and  addreiTes;  and  as  I  ftruggled 
againft  the  former  miniftry,  not  becaufe  I  envied  or  hated  them,  ba 
becaufe  I  difapproved  their  condud;  I  ihall  continue  to  oppofe  mea«* 
fures  equally  deftrudlive  with  equal  zeal,  by  whomfoever  they  are 
projefted,  or  by  whomfoever  patronized. 

Lord  Carteret  fpoke  next  to  the  following  purpofe: — My 
Lords,  After  fo  full  a  defence  of  the  former  motion  as  the  late  debate 
has  produced,  it  is  rather  with  indignation  than  furprize,  that  I 
hear  that  which  is  now  offered.  It  has  been  for  a  long  time  the 
praAice-  of  thofe  who  are  fupported  only  by  their  numbers,  to  treat 
their  opponents  with  contempt,  and  whom  they  cannot  anfwer  to 
infult  thtm  'f  and  motions  have  been  made,  not  becaufe  they  were 
thought  right  by  thofe  who  offered  them,  but  becaufe  they  would 
certainly  be  carried,  and  would  by  being  carried  mortify  their 
opponents. 

This,  my  Lords,  is  the  only  intent  of  the  prefent  motion  which 
can  promote  no  ufeful  purpofe,  and  which,  though  it  may  flatter  the 
Court,  muft  be  confidered  by  the  people  as  an  infult ;  and  therefore, 
though  I  believe  all  oppofition  fruitlefs,  I  declare  that  I  never  will 
agree  to  it. 

And  to  fbew,  my  Lords,  that  I  do  not  oppofe  the  miniflry  for  the 
fake  of  obftrufiing  the  public  counfels,  or  of  irritating  thofe  whom  I 
defpair  to  defeat;  and  that  I  am  not  afraid  of  trufting  my  conduA 
to  the  impartial  examination  of  poilerity,  I  (hall  beg  leave  to  enter, 
with  my  proteft,  the  reafons  which  have  influenced  me  in  this  day's 
deliberation,  that  they  be  confidered  when  this  queftion  (hall  n9 
longer  be  a  point  of  intereft,  and  our  prefent  jealoufies  and  animoi 
iities  are  forgotten. 

[It  was  carried  in  the  afErmative  by  78  againft  35.] 
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HOUSE     OF     LORDS. 

February  21,  1 742-3. 
DEBATE     ON     SPIRITUOUS     LIQJJORS. 

THE  Bill  for  altering  the  Duties  on  Spirituous  Liquors^  and  fer^ 

mitting  them  again  to  be  fold  with  lefs  Reflraintj  which  was  fent  up 

by  the  Commons  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords^  produced  there  very  long  and 

ferious  Deliberations^  to  which  the  Lords  had  every  Day  each  a  parti- 

cular  Summons^  as  in  Cafes  of  the  higheji  Concern. 

The  Bill  was  intitled^  An  Aft  for  repealing  certain  Duties  on  Spi- 
rituous Liquors,  and  on  Licences  for  retailing  the  fame^  and  for 
laying  other  Duties  on  Spirituous  Liquors,  and  on  Licences  for 
retailing  the  faid  Liquors. 

The  Duties  which  were  propofed  to  be  repealed^  were  thofe  laid  by  tbt 
A£l  9  G.  n.  which  permitted  no  Perfon  to  fell  Spirituous  Liquors 
in  lefs  ^antiiy  than  two  Gallons  without  a  Licence^for  which  50 1. 
was  to  be  paid.  Whereas  by  the  new  Bill  a  fmall  Duty  per  Gallon 
was  laid  on  at  the  Still-heady  and  the  Licence  was  to  coft  but  20  s. 
%vhich  was  to  be  granted  only  to  fuch  as  had  Licences  for  felling  Ale. 
On  the  Credit  of  this  A6l^  as  foon  as  it  tvas  faffed  by  the  Commons^  the 
Miniflry  borrowed  a  large  Sum  at  3  per  Cent,  but  it  was  under^ 
Jiood  that  the  Sinking  Fund  was  pledged  as  a  collateral  Security  to  pay 
any  Deficiency. 

In  about  a  Fortnight  this  Bill  paffed  all  the  Forms  in  the  Houfe  ofCom^ 
mons^  almofl  without  Oppofttion  ;  and  with  little  or  no  Alteration  from 
the  Scheme  brought  into  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  for  raifmg 
the  Supply  for  the  current  Tear^  by  Mr.  Sandys,  then  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer. 

It  was  immediately  carried  up  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords^  where  it  was  read 
for  the  firfi  Time  on  the  i  "jth  of  February ;  and  ordered  a  fecond 
redding  on  the  22d. 

On  that  Day  the  CommiJJioners  of  Excifcy  according  to  an  Order  of  the 
Houfe^  brought  an  Account  of  the  Sums  arijing  by  the  laji  ASiy  and  a 
yearly  Account  for  feveral  Tears  pajl\  and  attending  were  interrogated 
concerning  the  Execution  of  the  lajl  Jff^ 

Tbi 
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The  Bijhop  of  Oxford  particularly  enquired^  whether  it  had  been  effec^ 
iually  put  in  force^  and  ^ujlions  of  the  fame  Kind  were  afked  by 
Lord  Lonfdale  and  others  \  to  which  the  Coinmiffiomn  anfwered^ 
that  it  had  been  diligently  and  vigor oufly  executed  fo  far  as  they  or  their 
Offices  had  Power  to  enforce  it  j  but  that  the  Juflices  had  not  always 
been  equally  zealous  infeconding  their  Endeavours  \  and  that  it  was 
impojpble  to  difcover  all  the  petty  Dealers  by  whom  it  was  infringed^ 
Spirituous  Liquors  fl ill  continuing  to  be  fold  infmaU  obfcure  ShopSy  and 
at  the  Corners  of  the  Streets. 
A  Motion  was  alfo  madey  that  three  of  the,  Phyficians  of  moji  Note  for 
their  Learning  and  Experience^  Jhould  be  fummoned  to  attend  the 
Houfe^  to  declare  their  Opinion  with  Regard  to  the  EffeSls  of  Spirit 
tuous  Liquors  upon  the  human  Body.  But  this  was  rejeSled  by  33 
againfl  17. 
7he  Bill  was  read  the  fecond  Time  on  the  Day  appointedy  when  the  Stuef- 
tion  being  puty  whether  it  Jhould  be  committedy  Lord  Hekvey  rofe^ 
4indfpeke  to  fhe  following  Effie^  : 

My  Lords,  Though  I  doubt  not  but  the  bill  now  before  us  will 
{>e  promoted  in  this  Houfe,  by  the  fame  influence  by  which  it  has 
been  condu£^ed  through  the  other ;  yet  I  hope  its  fuccefs  will  be  very 
diiFerent,  and  that  thofe  arts  by  which  its  confequenccs,  t^owever 
formidable,  have  been  hitherto  concealed,  or  by  which  thofe  whofe 
buiinefs  it  was  to  have  deteded  and  expofed  them,  have  been  in- 
duced to  turn  their  eyes  afide,  will  not  be  praflifed  here  with  the 
fame  efficacy,  though  they  (hould  happen  to  be  atttempted  with  the 
fame  confidence.  I  hope  chat  zeal  for  the  promotion  of  virtue,  and 
that  regard  to  public  happinefs,  which  has  on  all  occafions  diftia- 
guifiied  this  illuftrious  AfTcmbly,  will  operate  now  with  uncommon 
energy,  and  prevent  the  approbation  .of  a  bill,  by  which  vice  is  to 
be  made  legal,  by  which  the  fences  of  fubordi nation  are  to  be  thrown 
down,  and  all  the  order  of  fociety,  and  decency  of  regular  eftablifli- 
ments  be  obliterated  by  univerfal  licentioufncfs,  and  loft  in  the  wild 
confufions  of  debauchery ;  of  debauchery  encouraged  by  law,  and 
promoted  for  the  fupport  of  meafures  expenfive,  ridiculous  and 
unneceflfary. 

A  law  of  fo  pernicious  a  tendency  (hall,  at  leaft,  not  pafs  through 
this  Houfe  without  oppofition ;  nor  (hall  drunkennefs  be  eftahli{bed 
among  us  without  the  endeavour  of  one  voice,  at  leafl:  to  withhold 
its  progrefs ;  for  I  now  declare  that  I  oppofe  the  commitment  of  this 
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bill,  and  that  I  am  determined  to  continue  my  oppofition  to  it  in  all 
the  fteps  by  which  the  forms  of  our  Houfe  make  it  neceflary,  that  it 
ihould  pafs  before  it  can  become  a  law* 

Nor  do  I  fpeak,  my  Lords,  on  this  occafion,  with  that  diftruft 
and  mental  hefitation  which  are  both  natural  and  decent,  when 
^ueftions  are  dubious,  when  probability  feems  to  be  almoft  equally 
divided,  when  truth  appears  to  hover  between  two  parties,  and  by 
turns  to  favour  every  fpeaker;  when  fpecious  arguments  are  urged  on 
both  fides,  and  the  number  of  circumftances  to  be  coIledleJ,  and  of 
relations  to  be  adjufted  is  fo  great,  that'an  cxzSt  and  indubitable  de- 
cifion  is  fcarcely  to  be  attained  by  human  reafon.  I  do  not,  my 
Lords,  now  fpeak  with  the  diffidence  of  enquiry,  or  the  uncertainty 
of  conjedure,  nor  imagine  that  I  am  now  examining  a  political  ex- 
pedient of  which  the  fuccefs  can  only  be  perfe£Uy  known  by  experi- 
ence, and  of  which  therefore  no  man  can  abfolutely  determine, 
whether  it  will  be  ufeful  or  pernicious,  or  a  metaphyfical  difficulty 
which  may  be  difcufled  for  ever  without  being  decided. 

In  confidering  this  bill,  my  Lords,  I  proceed  upon  ftated  and  in- 
variable principles.  I  have  no  fa£ts  to  examine  but  fuch  as  to  the 
laft  degree  are  notorious,  fuch  as  have  been  experienced  every 
hour,  fince  the  exiftence  of  fociety ;  and  ihall  appeal  not  to  tranfitory 
opinions,  or  cafual  aiTertions,  but  to  the  laws  of  all  civilifed 
nations,  and  to  the  determinations  of  every  man  whofe  wifdom  or 
virtue  have  given  him  a  claim  to  regard. 

All  the  decrees  of  all  the  legiflators  of  the  earth,  or  the  declarations 
of  wife  men,  all  the  obfervations  which  nature  furnifhes,  and  all  die 
examples  which  hiftory  aflrbrds,  concur  in  condemning  this  bill  before 
us  as  a  bill  injurious  to  fociety,  deftrudiive  of  private  virtue,  and  by 
confequence  of  public  happincfs,  detrimental  to  the  human  fpecies, 
and  therefore  fuch  as  ought  to  be  rejc£led  in  that  Affembly  to  which 
the  care  of  the  nation  is  committed ;  that  AiTembly  which  ought  to 
meet  only  for  the  benefit  of  mankind,  and  of  which  the  refolutions 
ought  to  have  no  other  end  than  the  fuppreflion  of  thofe  vices  by 
which  the  happinefs  of  life  is  obftru£ted  or  impaired* 

The  bill  now  before  you,  my  Lords,  is  fundamenially  wrong,  as 
it  is  formed  upon  a  hateful  projetft  of  increafing  the  confumption  (^ 
^irituous  liquors,  and  confcquently  of  promoting  drunkennefs  among 
a  people  reproached  already  for  it  throughout  the  whole  world.  It 
contains*  fuch  a  concatenation  of  enormities,  teems  with  fo  vaft  a 
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number  of  miibhiefs^  and  therefore  produces^  in  thofe  minds  that  at- 
tend to  its  nature,  and  purfue  its  confequences,  fuch  endle(s  variety 
of  arguments  againft  it,  that  the  memory  is  perplexed,  the  imagina^ 
tion  crowded,  and  utterance  overburthened.  Before  any  one  of  its 
pernicious  efFeds  is  fully  dilated  a  thoufand  other  appear,  the  hydra 
dill  (hoots  out  new  heads,  and  every  head  vomits  out  new  poifon  to 
infe£l  fociety,  and  lay  the  nation  defolate. 

I  am  therefore  at  a  lofs,  my  Lords,  not  how  to  raife  arguments 
againft  this  bill,  which  cannot  be  read  or  mentioned  without  furniih^ 
ing  them  by  thoufands ;  but  how  to  methodife  thofe  that  occur  to 
me,  and  under  what  heads  to  range  my  thoughts,  that  I  may  purfue 
my  defign  without  confuiion,  that  I  may  underftand  myfelf  and  be 
underftood  by  your  Lordfhips. 

A  multitude  of  confiderations  are  obvious,  all  of  importance  fuf- 
ficient  tg  claim  attention,  and  to  outweigh  theadvantaget  propofed  hy 
this  hateful  bill,  but  which  cannot  all  be  mentioned,  or  at  leaft  not 
with  that  exadnefs  which  they  deferve :  I  (hall  therefore  confine  my-r- 
felf  at  prefent  to  three  confiderations,  and  ihall  entreat  the  attention 
of  your  Lordfhips,  while  I  examine  the  bill  now  before  us,  with  re- 
gard to  its  influence  on  the  health  and  morals  of  the  people,  the  ar- 
guments by  which  it  has  been  hitherto  fupported,  and  the  eSeSts 
which  it  will  have  on  the  finking  fund. 

The  firft  hcj^d,  my  Lords,  is  fo  copious,  that  I  fin^  myfelf  very 
little  relieved  by  the  diyifion  which  I  t\ave  made^  The  moral  argu- 
nients,  though  feparated  from  thpfe  which  are  either  political  or  tem- 
porary, are  fufficient  ^o  over-power  tfie  ftrongeft  reafan*  a.nd  ove^- 
ijow  the  moft  extendve  comprehenfion. 

It  is  not  neceiTary,  I  fuppofe,  to  fliow  that  health  of  body  is  a 
bleffing,  that  the  duties  of  life  in  which  the  greateft  part  of  the  world 
i^  employ^,  require  vigour  and  adivity,  and  tl^at  to  want  ftrength 
of  liqibs  and  to  want  the  neceflary  fupports  of  nature,  arc  to  the 
lower  clafles  of  mankind  the  fame.  I  need  not  obferve  to  ye.ur  Loi^d- 
(hips,  whoie  legiflative  character  obliges  you  to  confider  the  general 
concatenation  of  fociety,  that  all  the  advantages  which  high  ftations 
or  large  ppfleflions  can  confer,  are  derived  from  the  labours  of  the 
poor;  that  to  the  plough  and  the  anvil^  the  loom  and  the  quarry,  pride 
is  indebted  for  its  magnificence,  luxury  for  its  dainties,  and  delicacy 
for  its  eafe.  A  very  little  confideration  will  be  fufficient  to  (how, 
that  the  lo\yeft,  orders  of  mankind  fupply  commerce  with  oaanubg- 
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turers,  navigation  with  mariners,  and  war  with  foldiers  ;  that  they 
conftitute  the  ftrength  and  riches  of  every  nation  ;  and  that,  though 
they  generally  move  only  by  fuperior  direction,  they  arc  the  imme- 
diate fuppport  of  the  community  j  and  that  without  their  concur- 
rence, policy  would  projedl  in  vain,  wifdom  would  end  in  idle 
fpeculation,  and  the  determinations  of  this  Aflembly  would  be  empty 
founds. 

It  is  therefore,  my  Lords,  of  the  utmoft  importance,  that  all 
pradlices  {hould  be  fupprefled  by  which  the  lower  orders  of  the  people 
are  enfeebled  and  enervated  ;  for  if  they  ihould  be  no  longer  able  to 
bear  fatigues,  or  hardfliips,  if  any  epidemical  weafcncfs  of  body 
(hould  be  difFufed  among  them,  our  power  muft  be  at  an  end,  our 
mines  would  be  an  ufelefs  treafure,  and  would  no  longer  aiFord  us 
either  the  weapons  of  war,  or  the  ornaments  of  domeftic  elegance  j 
we  (hould  no  longer  give  law  to  mankind  by  our  naval  power,  nor 
fend  out  armies  to  fight  for  the  liberty  of  diftant  nations.  We  ihould 
no  longer  fupply  the  markets  of  the  continent  with  our  commodities, 
or  fhare  in  all  the  advantages  which  nature  has  bcftowed  upon  diftant 
countries ;  for  all  thefe,  my  Lords,  are  the  efFefts  of  indigent  in- 
duftry,  and  mechanic  labour.  ^ 

All  thefe  bleffings  or  conveniencies  arc  prbcurcd  by  that  ftrength 
of  body,  which  nature  has  beftowed  upon  the  natives  of  this  country, 
who  have  hflhcrto  been  remarkably  robuft  and  hardy,  able  to  fupport 
long  fatigues,  and  to  contend  with  the  inclemency  of  rigorous 
climaties,  the  violence  of  ftorms,  and  the  turbulence  of  waves,  and 
who  have  therefore  extended  their  conquefts  with  uncommon  fucccfs, 
and  been  equally  adapted  to  the  toils  of  trade  and  of  war,  and  have 
excelled  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  rival  them  cither  in  the  praife  of 
workmanftip  or  of  valour. 

But,  my  Lords,  if  the  ufc  of  fpirituous  liquors  be  encouraged, 
their  diligence,  which  can  only  be  fupportcd  by  health,  will  quickly 
languifh  ;  every  day  will  diminifh  the  numbers  of  the  manufacturers, 
and  by  confequencc  augment  the  price  of  labour;  thofe  who  continue 
to  follow  their  employments,  will  be  partly  enervated  by  corruption, 
and  partly  made  wanton  by  the  plenty  which  the  advancement  of  their 
wages  will  afford  them,  and  partly  by  the  knowledge  that  no  degree 
of  negligence  will  deprive  them  of  that  employment  in  which  there 
will  be  none  to  fuccced  them.  All  our  commodities,  therefore,  will 
be  wrought  with  Icfs  care  and  at  a  higher  price,  and  therefore,  will 

be 
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be  rejecled  at  foreign  markets  in  favour  of  thofe  which  other  nations 
will  exhibit  of  more  value,  and  yet  at  a  lower  rate. 

No  fooner,  my  Lords,  will  this  bill  make  drunkennefs  unexpenfive 
and  commodious,  no  fooner  will  f}iops  be  opened  in'every  corner  of 
the  flreets,  in  every  petty  village,  and  in  every  obfcure  cellar  for  the 
retail  of  thefe  liquors,  than  the  work-rooms  will  be  forfaken,  when 
the  artificer  has  by  the  labour  of  a  fmall  part  of  the  day  procured 
what  will  be  fuf&cient  to  intoxicate  him  for  the  remaining  hours ; 
for  he  will  hold  it  ridiculous  to  wafte  any  part  of  his  life  in  fuperfluous 
diligence,  and  will  readily  aflign  to  merriment  and  frolicks  that  time 
which  he  now  fpends  in  ufeful  occupations. 

But  fuch  is  the  quality  of  thefe  liquors,  that  he  will  not  long  be 
able  to  divide  his  life  between  labour  and  debauchery,  he  will  foon 
find  himfelf  difabled  by  his  exceiles  from  the  profecution  of  his  work, 
and  thofe  ffaops  which  were  before  abandoned  for  the  fake  of  pleafure, 
will  foon  be  made  defolate  by  ftcknefs  ;  thofe  who  were  before  idle, 
will  become  difeafed,  and  either  perifh  by  untimely  deaths,  or  languifli 
in  mifery  and  want,  an  ufelefs  burthen  to  the  public. 

Nor,  my  Lords,  will  the  nation  only  fufFer  by  the  deduction  of 
fuch  numbers  from  ufeful  on)ployments,  but  by  the  addition  of  great 
multitudes  to  thofe  who  muft  be  fupported  by  the  charity  of  the  pub- 
lic. The  manufacturer,  who  by  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  weakens 
his  limbs  or  deftroys  his  health,  at  once  takes  from  the  community 
to  which  he  belongs,  a  member  by  which  the  common  ftocJc  was 
i>creafed,  and  by  leaving  a  helplefs  family  behind  him,  increafcs  the 
burthen  which  the  common  ftock  muft  nccefl&rily  fupport.  And  the 
trader  or  hufbandman  is  obliged  to  pay  more  towards  the  maintenance 
of  the  poor,  by  the  fame  accident  which  diminifhes  his  trade  or  his 
harvcft,  which  takes  away  part  of  the  aiSftance  which  he  received^ 
and  raifes  the  price  of  the  reft. 

That  thefe  liquors,  my  Lords,  liquors  of  which  the  ftrength  is 
heightened  by  diftillation,  have  a  natural  tendency  to  inflame  the 
Wood,  to  confume  the  vital  juices,  dcftroy  the  force  of  the  vcflcls, 
contraft  the  nerves,  and  weaken  the  finews,  that  they  not  only  dif- 
order  the  mind  for  a  time,  but  by  a  frequent  ufe  precipitate  old  age, 
exafpcrate  difeafes,  and  multiply  and  increafe  all  the  infirmities  to 
which  the  body  of  man  is  liable,  is  generally  known  to  all  whofe  re- 
gard to  their  own  health,  or  ftudy  to  preferve  that  of  others,  has  at 
any  time  engaged  them  in  fuch  enquiries,  and  would  have  been 
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more  clearly  explained  to  your  Lordfhips,  had  the  learned  phyficians 
been  fuiFered  to  have  given  their  opinions  on  this  fubje(£i>  as  was 
ycftcrday  propofed. 

Why  that  propofal  was  rejefted,  my  Lords,  for  what  reafon,  m 
the  difcuflion  of  fo  important  a  quelHon,  any  kind  of  evidence  was 
refufed,  pofterity  will  find  it  difficult  to  explain,  without  imputing  to 
your  Lordihips  fuch  motives  as,  I  hope,  will  never  operate  in  this 
Aflembly.  It  will  be,  perhaps,  thought  that,  the  danger  was  generally 
known,  though  not  acknowledged  ;  and  that  thofe  who  refolved  to 
pafs  the  bill,  had  no  other  care  than  to  obftrutS  fuch  informations  as 
might  prove  to  mankind,  that  they  were  incited  by  other  defigns  than 
that  of  promoting  the  public  good. 

It  is  not,  however,  neceflary  that  any  very  curious  enquiries 
(hould  be  made  for  the  difcovery  of  that  which,  indeed,  cannot  be 
concealed,  and  which  every  man  has  an  opportunity  of  remarking 
that  palles  through  the  flreets. 

So  public,  fo  enormous,  and  fo  pernicious  has  been  this  dreadful 
method  of  debauchery,  that  it  has  excited  and  bafflicd  the  diligence  of 
the  magiftrates,  who  have  endeavoured  to  ftop  its  progrefs  or  hinder 
its  efiedls*  They  found  their  efforts  inefledual,  and  their  diligence 
not  only  not  ufeful  to  the  public,  but  dangerous  to  themfelves. 
They  quickly  experienced,  my  Lords,  the  folly  of  thofe  laws  which 
punifh  crimes  inftead  of  preventing  them ;  they  found  that  legal  au- 
thority had  little  influence,  when  oppofed  to  tjie  madnefs  of  multi- 
tudes intoxicated  with  fpirits,  and  that  the  voice  of  juftice  was  but 
very  little  heard  amidft  the  cbmours  of  riot  .and  drunkennefs. 

We  live,  my  Lords,  in  a  nation,  where  the  ef&ds  of  ftrong 
liquors  have  been  for  a  long  time  too  well  known ;  we  know  that 
they  produce  in  almoft  every  one  a  high  opinion  of  his  own  merit; 
that  they  blow  the  latent  fparks  of  pride  into  flame,  and,  therefore, 
deflroy  all  voluntary  fubmiffion ;  they  put  an  end  to  fubordination, 
and  raife  every  man  to  an  equality  with  his  mafter,  or  his  governor* 
They  reprefs  all  that  awe  by  which  men  are  refVrained  within  the 
limits  of  their  proper  fpheres",  and  incite  every  man  to  prefs  upon  him 
that  flands  before  him,  that  {lands  in  the  place  of  which  that  fudden 
elevation  of  heart,  which  drunkennefs  beftows,  nukes  him  think 
himfelf  more  worthy. 

Pride,  my  Lords,  is  the  parent,  and  intrepidity  the  foflerer  of  re- 
fcntmcnt;  for  this  reafon>  men  are  almoft  always  inclined^  in  their 
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debauches,  to  quarrels  and  to  blood-ihed ;  they  think  more  highly  of 
their  own  merit,  and,  therefore,  more  readily  conclude  themfeWes 
injured  ;  they  are  wholly  divefted  of  fear,  infenfible  of  prefent  dan- 
ger, fuperior  tp  all  authority,  and  therefore,  thoughtlefs  of  future 
puniihment ;  and  what  then  can  hinder  them  from  expreffing  dieir 
refentment  wJt^  ^e  mofl  oiFenAve  fr^dom^  or  purfuing  their  revengt 
y^ith  the  mod  daring  violence. 

Thu$,  my  Lords,^  are  forgotten  dilputes  often  revived,  and  after 
having  been  long  reconciled,  are  at  laft  terminated  by  blows ;  thvs 
are  lives  deftroyed  upon  the  moft  trifling  occaftons,  upon  provoca- 
tions often  imaginar]^  upon  chimerical  points  of  honour,  where  he 
who  gave  the  oflence,  perhaps  without  deiign,  fupports  it  only  be- 
caufe  he  has  given  it ;  and  he  who  refents  it,  pursues  his  refentment 
pnly  becaufe  he  will  not  acknowledge  his  mift^e* 

Thus  are  lives  loft,  my  Lords,  at  a  t^me,  when  thofe  who  let 
them  to  hazard,  are  without  confcioufnefs  o£  their  value,  without 
ienie  of  the  laws  which  they  violate,  and  without  regard  to  any  mo« 
tives  but  the  immediate  influence  of  rage  and  malice. 

When  we  confider^  my  Lords,  thefe  effe£b  of  drunkennefi,  it 
can  be  no  fubje£^  of  wonder,  that  the  magiftrate  finds  himfelf  over* 
borne  by  a  multitude  united  againft  him,  and  united  by  general  de- 
bauchery. Government,  my  Lords,  fubfifts  upon  reverence,  and 
^hat  reverence  can  be  paid  to  the  laws,  by  a  crowd,  of  which  every 
man  is  exalted  by  the  enchantment  of  thofe  intoxicating  fpirits,  to 
the  independence  of  a  monarch,  the  wifdom  of  a  legiflator,  and  the 
intrepidity  of  a  hero  ?  when  every  man  thinks  thofe  laws  oppreiEve 
that  oppofe  the  execution  of  his  prefent  intentions,  and  confiders 
every  magiArate  as  his  periecutor  and  enemy  ? 

Laws,  my  Lords,  fuppofe  reafon ;  for  who  ever  attempted  to 
reftrain  beafts  but  by  force ;  and,  therefore,  thofe  that  propofe  the 
promotion  of  public  happinefs,  which  can  be  produced  only  by  an 
exad  conformity  to  good  laws,  ought  to  endeavour  to  preferve  what 
may  properly  be  called  the  public  nafon  \  they  ought  to  prevent  a 
general  depravation  of  the  faculties  of  thofe  whofe  benefit  is  intended^ 
and  whofe  obedience  is  required ;  they  ought  to  take  care  that  the 
laws  may  be  knowfi,  for  how  elfe  can  they  be  obferved  ?  and  how 
can  they  be  known,  ox  at  leaft,  bow  can  they  be  remembered  in  the 
^ats  of  drunkeonei^  ?. 

That 
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That  the  laws  are  univerfally  negleded  and  defied  among  the  lower 
clafs  of  mankind^  among  thofe  whofe  want  of  the  lights  of  knowledge 
and  inftrudion,  makes  pofitive  and  compulfory  directions  more  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  regulation  of  their  condud,  is  apparent  from  the  re- 
prefentation  of  the  magiftrates,  in  which  the  general  diforders  of  this 
great  city^  the  open  wickednefs,  the  daring  infolence,  and  uubounded 
licentioufnefs  of  the  common  people,  is  very  juftly  defcribed. 

Their  wickednefs  and  infolence,  my  Lords,  is  indeed  fuch,  that 
order  is  almoft  at  an  end,  rank  no  longer  confers  refpe^l,  nor  does 
dignity  afford  fecurity.  The  fame  confidence  produces  infults  and 
robberies,  and  that  infenfibility  with  which  debauchery  arms  the  mind 
equally  againft  fear  and  pity,  frequently  aggravates  the  guilt  of  rob- 
bery with  greater  crimes  ^  thofe  who  are  fo  unhappy  as  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  thieves,  heated  by  fpirits  into  madmen,  feldom  efcape 
without  fuffering  greater  cruelties  than  the  lofs  of  money. 

That  the  ufe  of  thefe  poifonous  draughts  quickly  debilitates  the 
limbs,  and  deftroys  the  ftrength  of  the  body ;  however  this  quality 
may  impair  our  manufactures,  weaken  our  armies,  and  diminiih  our 
commerce  j  however  it  may  reduce  our  fleets  to  an  empty  ihow,  and 
enable  our  enemies  to  triumph  in  the  field,  or  our  rivals  to  fupplant 
116  in  the  market,  can  fcarcely,  my  Lords,  come  under  confideratioD, 
when  we  reflect  how  debauchery  operates  upon  the  morals. 

It  is  happy,  my  Lords,  that  thofe  who  are  inclined  to  mifchief,  are 
difabled  in  a  (hort  time  from  executing  their  intentions,  by  the  fame 
caufes  which  excite  them ;  that  they  are  obliged  to  (lop  in  the  career 
of  their  crimes,  that  they  are  preferved  from  the  hand  of  the  execu- 
tioner by  the  liquor  v./hich  expofcs  them  to  it,  and  that  palfies  either 
difable  them  from  purfuing  their  villainies,  or  fevers  put  an  end  to 
their  lives. 

It  is  happy,  my  Lords,  that  what  is  thus  violent,  cannot  be 
lafting  •,  that  thofe  lives  which  are  employed  in  mifchief,  are  generally 
(hort ;  and  that  fincc  it  is  the  quality  of  this  malignant  liquor  to  cor- 
rnpt  the  mind,  it  likewile  deftroys  the  body. 

But  this  efl:e£t,  my  Lords,  is  not  conftant  or  regular ;  men  ibme- 
times  continue  for  many  years,  to  fupply  the  expences  of  drunkennefs 
by  rapine,  and  to  exafperate  the  fury  of  rapine  by  drunkenneis. 
And,  therefore,  though  there  could  be  any  one  fo  regardlefs  of  the 
happinefs  of  mankind,  as  to  look,    without  concern,   upon  them 

who 
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who  hurry  thcmfelves  to  the  grave  with  poifon,  he  may  yet  be  incited 
by  his  own  intereft  to  prevent  the  progrefs  of  this  praftice,  a  praftice 
which  tends  to  the  fubverfion  of  all  order,  and  the  deftruftion  of  all 
happinefs. 

It  is  well  known,  my  Lords,  that  public  happinefs  muft  be  on  m, 
ftated  proportion  to  public  virtue  ;  that  mutual  truft  is  the  cement  of 
fociety,  and  that  no  man  can  be  trufted  but  as  he  is  reputed  honeft. 
To  promote  truft,  my  Lords,  is  the  apparent  tendency  of  all  laws. 
When  the  ties  of  morality  are  enforced  by  penal  fandVions,  men  are 
more  afraid  to  violate  them,  and  therefore,  are  trufted  with  left 
danger ;  but  when  they  no  longer  fear  the  law,  they  are  to  be 
reftrained  onl/by  their  confcienccs  ;  and  if  neither  law  nor  confcience 
has  any  influence  upon  their  conduct,  they  are  only  a  herd  of  wild 
beafts,  let  loofe  to  prey  upon  each  other,  and  every  man  will  infli(2 
or  fuffer  pain,  as  he  meets  with  one  ftronger  or  weaker  than  himfelf. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  will  all  authority  ceafe,  property  will  become 
dangerous  to  him  that  poffeffes  it,  and  confufion  will  ovcrfpread  the 
whole  community;  nor  can  it  be  eafily conceived,  by  the  moft  cx- 
tenfive  comprehenfion  how  far  the  mifchicfs  may  fpread,  or  where  . 
the  chain  of  deftruiStive  confequences  will  end. 

If  we  confider  our  fleet  or  our  army,  my  Lords,  it  is  apparent, 
that  neither  obedience  nor  fidelity  can  be  expefted  from  men  upon 
whom  all  the  ties  of  morality,  and  all  the  fan<!iions  of  law  have  loft 
their  influence  j  they  will  mutiny  without  fear,  and  defert  without 
fcruple,  and  like  wild  beafts,  will,  upon  the  leaft  provocation,  turn 
upon  thofe  by  whom  they  ought  to  be  governed. 

But  drunkennefs,  my  Lords,  not  only  corrupts  men,  by  taking 
away  the  fenfe  oLthofe  reftraints  by  which  they  are  generally  kept  in 
awe,  and  withheld  from  the  perpetration  of  villainies,  but  by  fuper- 
adding  the  temptations  of  poverty,  temptations  npt  cafily  to  be 
refifted,  even  by  thofe  whofe  eyes  are  open  to  the  confequences  of 
their  aflions,  and  which,  therefore,  will  certainly  prevail  over  thofe 
whofe  apprehenfions  are  laid  afleep,  and  who  never  extend  their 
views  beyond  the  gratification  of  the  prefent  moment. 

Drunkennefs,  my  Lords,  is  the  parent  of  idlenefs ;  for  no  man  ^ 
can  apply  himfelf  to  the  bufinefs  of  his  trade,  either  while  he  is  drink- 
ing, or  when  he  is  drunk.     Part  of  his  time  is  fpent  in  j^lity,  and 
part  in  imbecillity ;  when  he  is  amidft  his  companions  he  is  too  gay 
10  think  of  the  confeqGences  of  negleding  his  employment;  and 

when 
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when  he  has  ovcrburthened  himfelf  with  liquor,  he  is  too  feeble  and 
too  ftupid  to  follow  it. 

Poverty,  my  Lords,  is  the  offspring  of  idlenefs,  as  idlenefs  of 
drunkennefs ;  the  drunkard's  work  is  little  and  his  expences  are 
great ;  and,  therefore,  he  muft  foon  fee  his  family  diftrefled,  and  his 
fubftance  reduced  to  nothing :  and,  furely,  my  Lords,  it  needs  not 
much  fagacity  to  difcover  what  will  be  the  confequence  of  poverty 
produced  by  vice. 

It  is  not  to  be  expe£led,  my  Lords,  that  a  man  thus  corrupted  will 
be  warned  by  the  approach  of  mifery,  that  he  will  recolle£l  his  un- 
derftanding,  and  awaken  his  attention  ;  that  he  will  apply  himfelf  to 
his  bufmefs  with  new  diligence,  endeavour  to  recover,  by  an  increafe 
of  application,  what  he  has  loft  by  inattention,  and  make  the  re- 
membrance of  his  former  vices,  and  the  difficulties  and  difeafes  which 
they  brought  upon  him,  an  incitement  to  his  induftry,  a  confirmatian 
ef  his  refolution,  and  a  fupport  to  his  virtue. 

That  this  is,  indeed,  poffible,  I  do  not  intend  to  deny,  but  the 
bare  poffibility  of  an  event  fo  defirable,  is  the  utmoft  that  ^an  be 
admitted ;  for  it  can  icarcely  be  expected,  that  any  man  (hould  be 
able  to  break  through  all  the  obftacles  that  will  obftru£t  his  return 
tp  honefty  and  wifdom  i  his  companions  will  endeavour  to  continue 
the  infatuating  amufements  which  have  fo  long  deluded  him  ;  his  ag- 
petite  will  affift  their  folicitations ;  the  defire  of  prefent  eafe,  by  which 
all  mankind  are  fometimes  led  afide  from  virtue,  will  operate  with 
unufual  ftrength ;  fmce,  to  retreive  his  mifcondu£t,  he  muft  not 
only  deny  himfelf  the  pleafure  which  he  has  fo  long  indulged,  but 
muft  bear  the  full  view  of  his  diftrefs  from  which  he  will  naturally 
turn  afide  his  eyes.  The  general  difficulty  of  reformation  w|}l 
incline  him  to  feek  for  eafe  by  any  other  means,  and  to  delay  diat 
amendment  which  he  knows  to  be  neceflTary,  from  hour  to  hour, 
and  from  day  to  day,  till  his  refolutions  are  too  much  weakened  to 
prove  of  any  effect,  and  his  habits  confirmed  beyond.oppofition. 

At  length,  neceifityy,  immediate  neceffity,  preflesi  upon  him ;  his 
family  is  made  clamorous  by  want,  and  his  calls  of  nature  and  pf 
luxury  are  equally  impprtunate ;  he  has  now  loft  his  credit  in  the 
world,  and  none  will  employ  him,  becaufe  none  will  Uuft  him,  or 
employment  cannot  immediately  be,  perhaps,  obtained  ^  becaufe  his 
place  has  Cor  a  long  time  been  fupplied  by  others.  And,  even  if  be 
could  obtain  a  re-admiffion  to  his  former  burmcfs,  his  wants  are  now 

toa 
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too  great  and  too  preiEng  to  be  fupplied  by  the  flow  methods  of 
regular  induftry ;  he  muft  repair  his  lofles  by  more  efficiacious  expe- 
dients, and  muft  find  fomc  methods  of  acquifition,  by  which  the  im- 
portunity of  his  creditors  may  be  fatisfied. 

Induftry  is  now,  by  long  habits  of  idlenefs,  become  almoft  im- 
pra£licable }  his  attention  having  been  long  amufed  by  pleafing  objeds, 
and  diffipated  by  jollity  and  merriment,  -  is  not  readily  recalled  to  a 
tafk  which  is  unpleafing,  becaufe  it  is  enjoined  ;  and  his  limbs 
enervated  by  hot  and  ftrong  liquors,  liquors  of  the  moft  pernicious 
kind,  cannot  fupport  the  fetigues  neceftary  in  the  pradice  of  his 
trade ;  what  was  onte  wholefome  exercife  is  now  infupportable 
fatigue ;  and  he  has  not  now  time  to  habituate  himfelf  by  degrees  to 
that  application  which  he  has  intermitted,  that  labour  which  he  has 
difufed,  or  thofe  arts  which  he  has  forgotten. 
-  In  this  ftate,  my  Lords,  he  eafily  perfuades  himfelf,  that  his  con- 
dition IS  defperate,  that  no  legal  methods  will  relieve  him  -,  and  that, 
therefore,  he  has  nothing  to  hope  but  from  the  efforts  of  defpair* 
Thefe  thoughts  are  quickly  confirmed  by  his  companions,  whom  the 
fame  mifconduc):  has  reduced  to  the  fame  diftrefs,  and  who  have  al- 
ready tried  the  pleafures  of  being  fupported  by  the  labour  of  others. 
They  do  not  fail  to  explain  to  him  the  poffibility  of  fudden  affluence, 
and  at  worft  to  celebrate  the  fatisfafUon  of  ihort-lived  merriment. 
He,  therefore,  engages  with  them  in  their  nocturnal  expeditions,  an 
aflbciation  of  wickednefs  is  formed,  and  that  man,  who  before  he 
tafted  this  infatuating  liquor,  contributed  every  day,  by  honeft  la- 
bour, to  the  happinefs  or  convenience  of  life,  who  fupported  his 
family  in  decent  plenty,  and  was  himfelf  at  eafe,  become  at  once 
miferable  and  wicked  ;  is  detefted  as  a  nuifance  by  the  community, 
and  hunted  by  the  officers  of  juftlce;  nor  has  mankind  any  thing  now 
to  wifh  or  hope  with  regard  to  him,  but  that  by  his  fpeedy  deftrudion 
the  fecurity  of  the  roads  may  be  reftored,  and  the  tranquillity  of  the 
night  be  fet  free  from  the  alarms  of  robbery  and  murder. 

Tbefe,  my  Lords,  are  the  confequences  which  neceilarily  enfue 
from  the  ufe  of  thofe  pernicious,  thofe  infatuating  fpirits,  which  have 
juftly  alarmed  every  man  whom  pleafure  or  floth  has  not  wholly  en- 
grofled,  and  who  has  ever  looked  upon  the  various  fcenes  of  life  with 
that  attention  which  their  importance  demand. 

Among  thefe,  my  Lords,  the  clergy  have  diftinguifhed  tbemfelves 
by  a  zealous  oppofition  to  this  growing  evil,  and  have  warned  their 
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bearers  with  the  warmed  concern  againft  the  mifery  and  wickednefs 
which  muft  always  be  the  attendants  or  the  followers  of  drunkennefs. 
*  One  among  them>  whofe  merit  has  raifed  him  to  a  feat  in  this 
auguft  Ailembly,  and  whofe  tnftru<SHons  are  enforced  by  the  fandity  of 
bis  life,  has,  in  a  very  cogent  and  pathetical  manner  difplayed  the 
enormity  of  this  deteftable  fm^  the  univerfality  of  its  prevalence^  and 
the  mah'gnity  of  its  effe^is ;  and  in  his  difcourfe  on  the  infirmary 
of  this  city,  has  obferved  with  too  much  juftnefs,  that  the  loweft  of 
the  people  are  infected  with  this  vice,  and  that  even  necejptj  is  becotne 
luxurious.  f 

Many  other  authorities  f  might  be  produced,  and  fome  others  I 
bave  now  in  my  hand  ;  but  the  recital  of  them  would  wafte  the  day 
to  no  purpofe :  for  furely  it  is  not  neceflary  to  (how  by  a  long  deduc- 
tion  of  authorities  the  guilt  of  drunkennefs,  or  to  prove  that  it 
weakens  the  body,  or  that  it  depraves  the  mind,  that  it  makes  man- 
kind too  feeble  for  labour,  too  indolent  for  application,  too  ftupid 
for  ingenuity,  and  too  daring  for  the  peace  of  fociety. 

This,  furely,  my  Lords,  is  therefore  a  vice,  which  ought  with  the 
utmoft  care  to  be  difcouraged  by  thofe  whofe  birth  or  ftation  has 
conferred  upon  them  the  province  of  watching  over  the  public  hap- 
pinefs  ;  and  which  furely  no  profped  of  prefent  advantage,  no  argu- 
ments of  political  convenience,  will  prevail  opon.  this  Houfe  to 
promote. 

That  the  natural  and  evident  tendency  of  this  bill  is  the  propagation 
of  drunkennefs,  cannot  be  denied,  when  it  is  confidered,  that  it  will 
increafe  the  temptations  to  it  by  making  that  liquor,  which  is  the 
favourite  of  the  common  people,  more  common,  by  multiplying  the 
places  at  which  it  is  fold,  fo  that  none  can  want  an  opportunity  of 
yielding  to  any  fudden  impulfe  of  his  appetite,  which  will  folicit  him 
more  powerfully  and  more  inceiTantly  as  they  are  more  frequently 
and  more  eafily  gratified. 

In  defence  of  a  bill  like  this,  my  Lords,  it  might  be  expefted, 
that  at  leaft,  many  fpecious  arguments  fhould  be  offered.  It  may 
be  juftly  hoped  that  no  man  will  rife  up  in  oppofition  to  all  laws  of 
heaven  and  earth,  to  the  wifdom  of  all  legifiators,  and  the  experience 
of  every  human  being,  without  having  formed  fuch  a  train  of  argu- 

*  Now  Bilfaop  of  Sarum.  +  He  read  the  preamble  to  a  former  bill,  tbe 
opinion  of  ihe  College  of  PbyGcians, 
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ments  as  will  not  eafily  be  difconcerted,  or  having  fornled  at  kaft 
fuch  a  chain  of  fophiftry  as  cannot  be  broken  but  with  diiHculty. 

And  yet,  my  Lords,  when  I  confider  what  has  been  offered  by  all 
who  have  hitherto  appeared  either  in  public  aflemblies,  or  in  private 
converfation,  as  advocates  for  this  bill,  I  can  fcarcely  believe,  that 
they  perceive  themfelves  any  force  in  their  own  arguments  ;  and  am 
inclined  to  conclude,  that  they  fpeak  only  to  avoid  the  imputation  of 
being  able  to  fay  nothing  in  defence  of  their  own  fcheme ;  that  their 
bope  is  not  to  convince  by  their  reafons,  but  to  overpower  by  their 
numbers ;  that  they  are  themfelves  influenced  not  by  reafon  but  by 
neceiSty ;  and  that  they  only  encourage  luxury,  becaufe  money  is  to 
be  raifed  for  the  execution  of  their  fchemes  ;  and  they  imagine,  that 
the  people  will  pay  more  chearfully  for  liberty  to  indulge  their  appe- 
tites, than  for  any  other  enjoyment. 

The  arguments  which  have  been  offered,  my  Lords,  in  vindicatioa 
of  this  bill,  or  at  leaft  which  I  have  hitherto  heard,  are  only  two,  and 
thofe  two  fo  unhappily  affociated,  that  they  deftroy  each  other ;  what- 
ever ihall  be  urged  to  enforce  the  fecond,  muft  in  the  fame  proportion 
invalidate  the  firft  ;  and  whoever  fhall  afiert,  that  the  iirft  is  true,  muft 
admit  that  the  fecond  is  falfe. 

Thefe  pofitions,  my  Lords,  the  unlucky  pofitions  which  are  laid 
down  by  the  defenders  of  this  pernicious  bill  are,  that  it  will  fupply 
the  neceffities  of  the  government  with  a  very  large  (landing  revenue, 
on  the  credit  of  which,  ftrengthened  by  the  additional  fecurity  of 
the  finking  fund,  a  fum  will  be  advanced  fufficient  tofupport  the  ex- 
pences  of  a  foreign  war }  and  that  at  the  fame  time  it  will  leiTen  the 
confumption  of  the  liquors  from  whence  this  duty  is  to  arife. 

By  what  arts  of  political  ratiocination  thefe  propofitions  are  to 
be  reconciled,  I  am  not  able  to  difcover.  It  appears  evident,  my 
Lords,  that  large  revenues  can  only  be  raifed  by  the  fale  of  large 
quantities ;  and  that  larger  quantities  will  in  reality  be  fold,  as  the 
price  is  little  or  nothing  raifed,  and  the  venders  are  greatly  increafed* 

If  this  will  not  be  the  efleAy  my  Lords,  and  if  this  cfkSt  is  not 
expelled,  why  is  this  bill  propofed  as  fufficient  to  raife  the  immenfe 
fums  which  our  prefent  exigencies  require  ?  Can. duties  be  paid  with- 
out confumption  of  the  commodity  on  which  they  are  laid  f  and  is 
there  any  other  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  than  that  of  drinking  them  i 

Surely,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  expelled,  that  any  arguments  fhould 
be  admitted  in  this  Houfe  without  examination ;  and  yet  it  might  be 

8  jufily 
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jttftly  imagined^  that  this  allertion  could  only  be  ofiered  Tn  full  coxiii- 
dence  of  an  implicit  rectption,  and  this  tenet  be  propofed  only  to 
thofe  who  had  refigned  their  underftandings  to  the  dictates  of  the 
miniftry  ;  for  it  is  implied  in  this  pofition^  that  the  plenty  of  a  com- 
modity diminifhes  the  demand  for  it ;  and  that  the  more  freely  it  is 
Ibid,  the  le6  it  will  be  bought.  It  implies,  that  men  will  lay  volun- 
tary reftraints  upon  themfelves,  in  proportion  as  they  are  indulged  by 
their  governors  ;  and  that  all  prohibitory  laws  tend  to  the  promotions 
of  the  pra&ices  which  they  condemn ;  it  implies,  that  a  Rop  can  only 
be  put  to  fornication  by  increafmg  the  number  of  proftitutes,  and 
that  theft  is  only  to  be  retrained  by  leaving  your  doors  open. 

I  am,  for  my  part,  convinced,  that  drunkards  as  well  as  thieves 
are  made  by  opportunity ;  and  that  no  man  will  deny  himfelf  what 
he  defires,  merely  becaufe  it  is  allowed  him  by  the  laws  of  his 
country. 

This,  my  Lords,  is  fo  evident,  that  I  (hall  no  longer  dwell  upon 
the  afiertion,  that  the  unbounded  liberty  of  retailing  fpirits  will  make 
fpirits  le&  ufed  in  the  nation ;  but  (hall  e;camine  the  fecond  argument, 
and  coniider  how  far  it  is  poffible  or  proper  to  raife  fupplies  by  a  tax 
upon  drunkennefs. 

That  large  fums  will  be  raifed  by  the  bill,  to  which  the  confent  of 
your  Lordfhips  is  now  required,  I  can  readily  admit,  becaufe  the 
confumption  of  fpirits  will  certainly  be  greater,  and  the  licences  taken 
for  retailing  them  (o  numerous,  that  a  much  lower  duty  than  is  pro- 
pofed will  amount  yearly  to  a  very  large  fum  ;  for  if  the  felicity  of 
drunkennefs  can  be  more  cheaply  obtained  by  buying  fpirits  than 
ale,  when  both  are  to  be  found  at  the  fame  place,  it  is  eafy  to  fee 
which  will  be  preferred  i  this  argument,  therefore,  is  irrefragable, 
and  may  be  urged  in  favour  of  the  bill  without  danger  of  confutation. 

But,  my  Lords,  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  governors  not  fo  much  to 
drain  the  purfes,  as  to  regulate  the  morals  of  the  people  i  not  only 
to  raife  taxes,  but  to  levy  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  may  be  leaft 
burthenfome,  and  to  apply  them  to  purpofes  which  may  be  moft  ufe- 
ful ;  not  to  raife  money  by  corrupting  the  nation,  that  it  may  be  fpent 
in  enflaving  it. 

It  has  been  mentioned  by  a  very  celebrated  writer,  as  a  rational 
pradice  in  the  exercife  of  government,  to  tax  fuch  commodities  as 
were  abufed  to  the  increafe  of  vice,  that  vice  may  be  difcouragcd  by 
being  made  more  expenlive  i  and  therefore  the  community  in  time 
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to  be  iet  free  from  it:  but  the  tax  which  is  now  propofed,  my 
Lords,  is  of  a  different  kind  ',  it  is  a  tax.  laid  upon  vice,  indeed, 
hut  it  is  to  arife  from  the  licences  granted  to  wickednefs,  and  its 
confequences  muft  be  the  increafe  of  debauchery,  not  the  reftraint. 
It  is  a  tax  which  will  be  readily  paid,  becaufe  it  i^ill  be  little  (elt ; 
and  becaufe  it  will  be  little  felt,  it  is  hoped,  that  multitudes  wil) 
fubjefl  themielves  to  it. 

The  a6t:  which  is  now  to  be  repealed,  was  indeed  of  a  very  dif« 
fercnt  nature,  though  perhaps  not  free  from  very  juft  objeSions.  It 
had  this  advantage,  at  leaft,  that  fo  far  as  it  was  put  in  execution,  it 
obftru£led  drunkennefs  ;  nor  has  the  examination 'of  the  officers  of 
excife  difcovered  any  imperfedion  in  the  law ;  for  it  has  only  failed, 
becaufe  it  was  timoroufly  or  negligently  executed. 

Why  it  was  not  vigoroufly  and  diligently  enforced,  I  have  never 
yet  been  able  to  difcover.  If  the  mJigiftrates  were  thrcateiled  by 
the  populace,  the  neceffity  of  fuch  laws  was  more  plainly  proved  ; 
for  what  juftifies  the  feverity  of  coercion  but  the  prevalence  of  the 
crime?  and  what  may  not  be  feared  from  crowds  intoxicated  with 
Ipirtts,  whofe  infolence  and  fury  is  already  fuch,  that  they  dare  to 
thi>eaten  the  government  t>y  which  they  are  debarred  from  the  ufe  of 
them  i 

This,  my  Lords,  is  a  reflexion  that  ought  net  to  be  palled  (lightly 
over.  The  nature  of  our  conftitution,  happy  as  it  is,  muft  be  ae- 
knowledged  to  produce  this  inconvenience,  that  it  inclines  the  com- 
mon people  to  turbulence  and  fedition ;  the  nature  of  fpiritudus  li- 
quors is  fuch,  that  they  inflame  thefe  difpoHtions,  already  too  much 
predominant ;  and  yet  the  turbulence  of  the  people  is  made  a  reafon 
for  licenfmg  drunkennefs,  and  allowing  without  limitation  the  fale  of 
thofe  ipirits  by  virhich  that  turbulence  muft  be  certainly  increafed. 

It  may  be  perhaps  urged,  (for  indeed  I  know  not  what  elfe  can  be 
decently  alledged)  that  there  is  a  neceffity  of  raifing  money,  that  no 
other  method  can  be  invented,  and  that  therefore  this  ought  not  to 
be  oppofed. 

I  know,  my  Lords,  that  miniftcrs  generally  confider,  as  the  teft  of 
each  man's  loyalty,  the  readinefs  with  which  he  concurs  with  them  in 
their  fchemes  for  raifing  money ;  and  that  they  think  all  oppoPition  t9 
thefe  fchemes  which  are  calculated  for  the  (upport  of  the  government, 
the  tflk&  of  a  criminal  difa(Fe£tion ;  that  they  always  think  it  a  fuffi^ 
cient  vindication  of  any  law»  that  it  will  bring  in  very  large  fums ; 
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•and  that  they  think  no  meafures  pernicious,  nor  laws  dangerous,  by 
vhich  the  revenue  is  not  impaired. 

If  government  was  inftituted  only  to  raife  money,  theilb  minifterial 
fchemes  of  policy  would  be  without  exception ;  nor  could  it  be 
denied,  that  the  prefent  minifters  fliew  themfelves  by  this  expedient 
uncommon  mafters  of  their  profeiEon.  But  the  end  of  government 
is  only  to  promote  virtue,  of  which  happinefs  is  the  confequence  ;  and 
.therefore  to  fupport  government  by  prcqpagatipg  vice,  is  to  fuppoit  it 
by  means  which  deftroy  the  end  for  which  it  was  originally  eftabliflicd, 
and  for  which  its  continuance  is  to  be  defired. 

If  money  therefore  cannot  be  raifed  but  by  this  bill,  if  the  expences 
of  the  government  cannot  be  defrayed  but  byrorr upting  the  morals  of 
the  people,  I  (hall  without  firruple  declare,  that  money  ought  not  to 
be  raifed,  nor  the  defigns  of  the  government  fupported,  becaufe  the 
people  can  fufler  nothing  from  the  failure  of  public  meafures,  or  even 
from  the  diflfdution  of  the  government  itfelf,  which  will  be  equally 
rto  be  dreaded  or  avoided  with  an  univerial  depnvity  of  morals,  and  a 
general  decay  of  corporeal  vigour.  Even  the  infolence  of  a  fbreigD 
.conqueror  can  inflifl  nothing  more  ievere  than  the  difeafes  whidi 
debauchery  produces ;  nor  can  any  thing  be  feared  from  the  disorders 
c»f  anarchy  more  dangerous  or  more  calamitous,  than  the  madnefs  of 
•iedition,  or  the  n^iferies  w^ich  muft  cnfue  to  each  individual  firom 
univerfal  wickedneis. 

Such,  my  Lords,  is  the  expedient  by  which  we  are  now  about  to 
laife  the  fupplies  for  the  prefent  year  ^  and  fuch  is  the  new  method 
of  taxation  which  the  (agacity  of  our  minifters  has  luckily  difcovered. 
A  foreign  war  is  to  be  fupported  by  the  deftrudion  of  our  people  at 
home,  and  the  revenue  of  the  government  to  be  improved  by  the  decay 
of  our  manufafiures.  We  are  to  owe  henceforward  our  power  to 
epidemical  difeafes,  our  wealth  to  the  dedenfion  of  our  commerce, 
and  our  fecurity  to  riot  and  to  tumult. 

There  is  yet  another  conftderation,  my  Lords,  which  ought  well 
to  be  regarded,  before  we  fuiFer  this  bill  to  pafs.  Many  laws  arc 
merely  experimental,  and  have  been  made,  not  becaufe  the  legiflature 
thought  them  indifputably  proper,  but  becaufe  no  better  could  at  that 
(ime  be  flruck  out,  a;vl  becaufe  the  arguments  in  their  favour  ap- 
^peared  ftrpngep  than  thofe  againft  tbem,.  or  becaufe  the  quefttons  to 
which  they  related  were  lb  dark  and  intricate,  that  nothing  was  to 
be  determined  with  certainty,  and  no  othti:  method  could  therefore 
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be  followed,  but  that  of  making  the  firft  attempts  at  basftrd,  and 
correding  tbefe  errors,  or  fupplying  thefe  defers  which  might  here« 
after  be  difcovered  by  thofe  lights  which  time  ihould  aiFord. 

Though  I  am  far  from  thinking,  my  Lords,  that  the  queftion  re- 
lating to  the  efie^s  of  this  law,  is  either  doubtful  or  obfcure;  though 
I  am  certain  that  the  means  of  reforming  the  vice  which  its  advocates 
pretend  it  is  defigned  to  prevent,  are  obvious  and  eafy ;  yet  I  (bould 
have  hoped,  that  the  projeAors  of  fucb  a  fcheme  would  have  allowed 
at  leaft  the  uncertainty  of  the  falutary  efFe£ts  expected  from  it,  and 
would  therefore  have  made  fome  provifion  for  the  repeal  of  it,  whetl 
it  Ihould  be  found  to  fail. 

But,  my  Lords,  our  minifters  appear  to  have  thought  it  fufficient 
to  endear  them  to  their  country,  and  immortalize  their  names,  that 
they  have  invented  a  new  method  of  raifing  money,  and  feem  to 
have  very  little  regard  to  any  part  of  the  art  of  government;  they 
will  at  leaft  in  their  own  opinion  have  deferved  apjplaufc,  if  they 
leave  the  public  revenue  greater,  by  whatever  diminution  of  the 
public  virtue. 

They  have  therefore,  my  Lords,  wifely  contrived  a  neceflity  of 
continuing  this  law,  whatever  may  be  .its  confequences,  and  how 
fatal  ibever  its  abufes ;  for  they  not  only  mortgage  the  duties  upon 
fpirits  for  the  prefent  fupply,  but  fubftitute  them  in  the  place  of  ano- 
ther fecurity  given  to  the  Bank  by  the  Pot-A£t ;  and  therefore,  fince 
it  will  not  be  eafy  to  form  another  tax  of  equal  produce,  we  can  have 
very  little  ho^  that  this  will  be  remitted. 

There  will  be  indeed  only  one  method  of  fetting  the  nation  free 
from  the  calamities  which  this  law  will  bring  upon  it  i  and  as  I  doubt 
not  but  that  method  will  at  laft  be  followed,  it  will  certainly  deferve 
the  attention  of  your  Lordfbips,  as  the  third  confideration  to  which* 
in  our  debates  on  this  bill,  particular  regard  ought  to  be  paid. 

That  the  licence  of  drunkennefs,  and  the  unlimited  confumptioa 
of  (pirituous  liquors,  will  fill  the  whole  kingdom  with  idlenefs,  dif- 
eaies,  riots,  and  confufion,  cannot  be  doubted  1  ngr  can  it  be  quef- 
tioned,.  but  that  in  a  very  fliort  time  the  Senate  will  be  crowded  with 
petitions  from  all  the  trading  bodies  in  the  kingdom,  for  the  regulation 
of  the  workmen  and  iervants,  for  the  extinction  of  turbulence  and 
riot,  and  for  the  removal  of  irrefiftible  temptations  to  idlenefs  and 
fraud.  Thefe  tepraEantations  may  be  for  a  time  aegleded,  but  muft 
foon  or  late  be  heard ;  the  minifters  will  be  obliged  (9  refeal  this  law, 
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for  the  lame  reafon  that  induceil  them  to  propofe  it.  Idlenefs  and 
itcknefrwiU  impair  our  msinufaftures,  and  the  diminution  of  our  trade 
will  leile»  the  revenue. 

They  will  then*  my  Lords^  find  that  their  fcheme,with  whatever 
profpeds  of  profit  it  may  now  flatter  them,  was  formed  with  no  ex- 
tenfive  views ;  and  that  it  was  only  the  expedient  of  political  aTarice, 
which  iacrificed  a  greater  diftant  advantage  to  the  immedrate  fttiT- 
fe<aion  of  prefent  gain.  They  will  find,  that  they  have  corrupted 
die  people  without  obtaining  any  advantage  by  their  crime,  and  thac 
they  muft  Kave  recourfe  to  fome  new  contrivance  by  which  their  owa 
errors  may  be  retrieved. 

In  this  diftrefs,  my  Lords,  they  can  only  do  what  indeed  they  now 
fcem  to  defign  ;  they  can  only  repeal  this  act  by  charging  the  debt, 
which  it  has  enabled  them  to  contrail,  upon  the  finking  fund,  upon 
that  (acred  depofit  which  was  for  a  time  fuppofed  unalienable,  and 
firom  which  arofe  all  the  hopes  that  were  fometimes  formed  by  the 
nation,  of  being  delivered  from  that  load  of  impofts,  which  it  can* 
not  much  longer  fupport.  They  can  only  give  fecurity  for  this  new 
debt,  by  dilabUng  as  for  ever  from  paying  the  former. 

The  bill  now  before  us,  my  Lords,  will  therefore  be  equally  per- 
nicious in  its  immediate  and  remoter  confequences ;  it  will  firft 
corrupt  the  people,  and  deftroy  our  trade,  and  afterwards  intercept 
that  fund  which  is  a[^ropnated  to  the  moft  ufeful  and  defirable  of  all 
political  purpofes,  the  gradual  aHeviation  of  the  public  debt. 

I  hope,  my  Lords,  that  a  bill  of  this  portentous  kind,  a  bill  bij^ 
ifi^ith  fnnuolcrable  mifchiefs,  and  without  one  beneficial  tendency,  will 
be  Ttje&ed  by  this  Houfc,  without  the  form  of  commitment ;  that  it 
will  not  be  the  fubjed  of  a  debate  amongft  us,  whether  we  (ball  con<-» 
fent  to  poifon  the  nation;  and  that  inftead  of  enquiring,  whether  the 
meafures  which  are  now  purfucd  by  the  miniftry  ought  to  be  fup- 
ported  at  the  cxpence  of  virtue,  tranquillity  and  trade,  we  (hould 
examine,  whether  they  are  not  fuch  as  ought  to  be  oppofed  fiar  their 
own  fake,  even  without  the  confideration  of  the  immenfe  fums  which 
they  apparently  demand. 

I  am  indeed  of  opinion,  that  the  fuccefs  of  the  prefent  fchemes  will 
not  be  of  any  benefit  to  the  nation,  and  believe  likewife,  that  there  is ' 
very  little  profpe£t  of  fuccefs^     I  am  at  leaft  convinced,  that  no  ad« 
vantage  can  countervail  the  mifchiefs  of  this  deteftable  bill ;  which 
therefore  I  Iball*  ficadily  oppofe,  though  I  have  already  dwek  opon* 
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Ihis  fubje^l  perliaps  too  long ;  yet  as  I  fpeak  oidy  from  an  unpreju* 
sliced  TCigard  to  the  public,  I  hope  if  any  new  arguments  fiiall  be  at- 
teQipted,  that  I  (hall  be  allowed  the  liberty  of  making  a  reply. 

Lord  Bathurst  replied  to  the  following  purport  :*-«-My  Lords, 
I  doubt  not  but  the  noble  Lord  has  delivered  on  this  occafion  his  real 
fendments,  and  that  in  his  opinion  the  happinefe  of  our  country,  the 
regard  which  ought  always  to  be  paid  to  the  promotion  of  virtue,  re^ 
quire  that  this  bill  ihould  be  rejeil^ed.  I  am  iar  from  fufpeding,  that 
fuch  an  appearance  of  zeal  can  conceal  any  private  views,  or  that 
fuch  pathetic  exclamations  can  proceed  but  from  a  mind  really  aiFeded 
with  honeft  anxiety. 

This  anxiety,  my  Lords,  I  Ihall  endeavour  to  diffipate  before  it 
has  been  communicated  to  others ;  lor  I  think  it  no  lefs  the  duty  of 
every  man  who  approves  the  public  meafuces,  to  vindicate  them  from 
inifreprefentation,  than  of  him  to  whom  they  appear  pernicious  or 
dangerous,  to  warn  his  fellow-fubje£b  of  that  danger* 

I,  my  Lords^  am  one  of  chofe  who  are  convinced^  that  the.  bill  now 
before  jus,  which  has  been  cenftired  as  fundamentally  wrong,  is  ia 
reality  fuiadaoaentally  right ;  that  the  end  which  is  propofed  by  it  is 
juft,  and  the  means  which  are  prefcrtbed  in  it  will  accomplifh  the 
purpofe  for  which  they  were  comrived. 

The  end  of  this  bill,  my  Lords,  is  to.diminiQi  the  confumption 
of  diftilled  fpirits,  to  reftrain  the  populace  of  thefe  kingdoms  from 
a  liquor  which,  when  ufed  in  excefs,  has  a  malignity  to  the  laft  de-^ 
gree  dangerous,  which  at  once  inebriates  and  poifons,  impairs  the 
force  ci  the  underftanding,  and  deflroys  the  vigour  of  the  body  ; 
9cid  to  ajttain  this,  I  t^i^k  it  absolutely  right  to  lay  a  tax  upon  thefe 
liquors. 

Of  the  vice  of  dnmkenceft,  my  Lords,  no  man  has  a  ftronger 
abhorrence  than  myfelf ;  of  the  pernicious  confequences  of  thefe 
liquors,  which  are  now  chiefly  ufed  by  the  common  people,  no  man 
is  more  fully  coavioced,  and  therefore  none  ,can  more  zealoufly  wifli, 
that  drunkennefs  may  be  fupprefled,  and  diiibiUed  fpirits  withheld  from 
the  people. 

The  disorders  mentioned  by  the  noble  Lord,  are  undoubtedly  the 
confequences  of  the  prefent  ufe  of  thefe  liquors,  but  thefe  are  not  its 
worft  eSecls,  The  offenders  againft  the  law!,  may  by  the  law  be 
fometimes  reclaimed,  and  at  other  times  cut  off;  nor  can  thefe 
pra^iijes,  Jiowever  injurious  to  particular  perfons,  in  any  great  de- 
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gree  imptir  th6  gfeneril  bappinefs.  The  wotft  effrds,  d)erefoffe» 
of  the  ufe  of  fpirits^  are  that  idleneis  and  extravagance  which  it 
has  introduced  among  the  common  people,  by  which  our  commerce 
muft  be  obftru^d)  and  our  piefent  riches  and  plenty  every  day  di- 
miniihed. 

This  pernicious  praftice,  my  Lords,  is  difieminated  farther  dian 
could  be  reafonaUy  believed  by  thofe  whofe  intereft  has  not  iacited^ 
or  curiofity  induced  them  to  enquire  into  the  praftice  of  the  different 
Clafies  of  ment  It  is  well  known,  that  the  farmers  have  been  hitherto 
diftinguiihed  by  the  virtues  of  frugality,  temperance,  and  induftrys 
that  they  laboured  hard,  and  fpent  little ;  and  were  therefore  juiUy 
conilder^d  as  an  innocent  and  ufeful  part  of  the  community,  whofe 
employment  and  parflmony  preferved  them  in  a  great  meafure  from 
fhe  general  infection  of  vice  which  fpread  its  influence  among  the 
traders  and  ipen  of  eftates. 

But  even  this  abftemious  clafs  of  men,  my  Lords,  have  of  late  re-« 
taxed  their  frugality,  and  fullered  themfelves  to  be  tempted  by  this 
infatuating  liquor  j  nor  is  any  thing  now  more  common  than  to  find  it 
in  thofc  hqufes  in  which  ale,  a  few  years  ago,  w^s  the  higheft  pitch  of 
luxury  to  which  theyafpired,  and  to  fee  thofe  hours  wafted  in  inton* 
eating  entertainments,  which  were  formerly  dedicated  wholly  to  the 
care  of  their  farms,  and  the  improvement  of  their  fortunes. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  it  appears,  that  the  corruption  is  become  uni- 
Verfal,  and  therefore  that  fome  remedy  ought  to  be  attempted  ;  nor 
^an  I  conceive  any  meafures  more  confiftent  with  juftice,  or  more 
Jikely  to  produce  the  end  intended  by  them,  than  thofe  which  are  now 
ofiered  to  your  conlideration,  by  which  the  liquor  will  be  made  dearer^ 
too  dear  to  be  lavifhly  drank  by  thofe  who  are  in  moft  danger  of  ufing 
it  to  excefs :  and  the  number  of  thofe  who  retail  it  will  be  diminilhed 
by  thp  necei&ty  of  taking  a  licence,  and  of  renewing  theip  every  year 
^t  the  fame  expence. 

The  incfficacy,  my  Lords,  of  violent  methods,  and  the  impoffi- 
bility  of  a  total  deprivation  of  any  enjoyment  which  the  people  have 
by  cuflom  made  familiar  and  dear  to  them,  fufHciently  appears  from 
the  event  of  the  law  which  is  now  to  be  repealed,  It  is  well  known, 
that  by  that  law,  t})^  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  was  prohibited  to  die 
pommon  people  5  that  retailers  were  deterred  from  vending  them  by 
the  utmoft  encioyrag^i^ent  that  could  be  given  to  informers ;  and  that 
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difcoveries  were  incited  by  every  ait  that  could  be  praAifed)  and 
offenders  puniihed  with  the  utmoft  rigour. 

Yet  what  was  the  efied,  my  Lords,  of  all  Ais  diligence  and  vigour? 
A  general  panic  fupprefled,  for  a  few  weeks,  the  prance  of  felling 
the  prohibited  liquors;  but  in  a  very  fhort  time,  neceffity  forced 
Ibme,  who  had  nodiing  to  lole,  to  return  to  their  former  frade ;  thefe 
were  fufiered  fometimes  to  efcape,  becaufe  nothing  was  tp  he  gained 
by  informing  againft  them,  and  others  wer^  encouraged  by  their 
example  to  imitate  them,  diough  with  more  fecrecy  and  caution ;  of 
Chofe,  indeed,  many  were  punifhed,  but  many  more  efcaped,  and  fuck 
as  wer^  fined  often  found  the  profit  greater  than  the  lofs. 

The  profpe£k  of  raifing  money  by  dete£ting  their  pradices,  incited 
many  to  turn  information  into  a  trade  $  and  the  fiicility  with  which 
the  crime  was  to  be  proved,  encouraged  fome  to  gratify  their  malice 
by  peijury,  and  others  their  avarice;  fo  that  the  multitude  (^  in** 
formations  became  a  public  grievance,  andthemagiftrates  themfelves 
complained  that  the  law  was  not  to  be  executed. 

The  perjuries  of  informers  were  now  fo  flagrant  and  ciMnmon,  that 
the  people  thought  all  informations  malicious ;  or  at  ieaft,  thinking 
themfelves  opprefled  by  the  law,  they  looked  upon  every  man  that 
promoted  its.  execution,  as  their  enemy ;  and  therefore  now  began  to 
declare  war  againft  informers,  many  of  whom  they  treated  with  great 
cruelty,  and  fome  they  murdered  in  the  ftreets. 

By  their  obftinacy  they  at  laft  wearied  the  magiftrates,  and  by 
their  violence  they  Intimidated  thofe  who  might  be  inclined  to  make 
difcoveries;  fo  that  the  law,  however  juft  might  be  the  intention 
with  which  it  was  enaded,  or  however  feafonable  the  methods  pre- 
fcribed  by  it,  has  been  now  for  fome  years  totally  difufed  ;  nor  has 
any  one  been  puniihed  for  the  violation  of  it,  becaufe  no  man  has 
dared  to  offer  informations.  Even  the  vigilance  of  the  magiftrates 
has  been  obliged  to  connive  at  thefe  offences,  nor  has  any  man  been 
found  willing  to  engage  in  a  taflc,  at  once  odious  and  endlefs,  or  to 
punifli  offences  which  every  day  multiplied,  and  of  which  the  whole 
body  of  the  common  people,  a  body  very  formidable  when  united, 
was  univerfally  engaged* 

The  pra^Hce,  therefore,  of  vending  and  of  drinking  difttiled  fpirits, 
has  prevailed  for  fome  time  without  oppofition ;  nor  can  any  man 
enter  a  tavern  or  an  alehoufe,  in  which  they  will  be  denied  him,  or 
walk  along  the  ftreets  without  being  incited  to  drink  them  at  every 
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corner ;  they  have  been  fold  for  feveral  years,  with  no  le(s  opennefs 
and  fecurity  than  any  other  commodity  *,  and  whoever  walks  in  this 
great  city,  will^Bnd  his  way  very  frequently  obftruded  by  thofe  who 
are  felling  thefe  pernicious  liquors  to  the  greedy  populace^  or  by 
thofe  who  have  drank  them  till  they  are  unable  to  move. 

But  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  the  ineffioacy  of  the  late  law,  and  confer 
quently  of  the  neceffity  of  anodier,  which  may  not  be*  fo  eafily  eluded 
or  fo  violently  refifted,  is  given  by  the  papers  which  lie  upon  the 
table.  From  thefe  it  appears  that  the  quantity  of  fpirits  diftilled,  has 
increafed  firoQA  year  to  year  to  the  prefent  ti^e ;  and,  therefore,  that 
drunkennefs  is  become  more  prevalent,  and  the  reafons  for  repreffiog 
it  more  urgent  than  ever  before. 

Let  us  therefore  calmly  confider^  my  Lords,  what  can  in  this 
exigence  be  done }  that  the  people  (hould  be  allowed  to  poifon  them* 
felves  and  their  pofterity  without  r^ftraint,  is  certainly  not  the  intent 
of  any  good  man ;  and  therefore,  we  are  now  to  confider  how  it  may 
be  prevented.  7'hat  the  people  are  infeded  with  the  vice  of  drunken? 
iiefs,  that  tkey  debauch  thendelves  chiefly  with  fpirituous  liquors, 
and  that  thofe  liquors  are  in  a  high  degree  pernicious,  is  confeficd 
both  by  thofe  ^ho  ppppfe  the  bill,  and  thofe  who  defend  it ;  but  with 
this. ad  vantage  on  the  part  of  thofe  that  defend  it,  that  they  only  pro* 
pofe  a  probable  method  of  reforming  the  abufes  which  they  deplore. 
I  know  that  the  warm  refentment  \vhich  fome  Lords  have  on  former 
Occafions  e^prefled  againft  the  diforders  which  dilHHed  liquors  are 
fuppofed  to  produce,  may  naturally  incline  them  to  wiih,  that  they 
were  totally  prohibited,  and  that  this  liquid /ire,  as  it  has  been  termed, 
were  to  be  extinguilhed  for  ever. 

Whether  fuch  wifhes  arc  not  more  ardent  than  rational  j  whcthef 
their  zeal  againft  the  abufe  of  things,  indifferent  in  thenrifelvcs,  h^ 
not,  as  has  often  happened  in  other  cafes,  hurried  them  into  an  in* 
difcreet  cenfure  of  the  lawful  ufe,  I  ihall  not  now  enquire  ;  becaufe 
It  is  fuperfluous  to  difpute  about  the  propriety  of  meafures,  of  which 
the  pofiihjiity  may  be  juftly  queftioned. 

This  laft  aft,  my  Lords,  was  of  this  kind  5  the  duties  cftablilhcd 
by  it  were  fo  high,  that  they  wholly  debarred  the  lower  daffes  of  tbf 
people  from  the  liquor  on.  >vhich  they  Wf  re  laid;  and,  therefore,  it 
was  fpujid  by  a  very  fliort  experience,  that  it  wa?  impoffible  to  pre? 
fcrvc  15  from  violation ;  that  th^rc  .wopuld  be  jno  end  of  puni(hing 
thofe  who  offended  againft  it  i*  and  that  fcveijty  produced  rather  com;r 
>  .  '  pafTcji 
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paffion  than  terror.  Thofe  who  have  fuSered  the  penalties  were 
coniidered  as  perfons  under  unjuft  perfecution,  whom  every  one  was 
obliged  by  the  ties  of  humanity  to  encourage,  reward  and  proteA  ; 
and  thofe  who  informed  againft  them  or  .encouraged  informations, 
were  detefted  as  the  oppreflbrs  of  the  people.  The  law  had,  indeed, 
this  efFe£i,  that  it  debarred,  at  leaft  for  a  (hort  time,  all  thofe  froni 
retailing  fpirits  who  lived  in  reputation  ;  and^  therefore,  encouraged 
others  to  vend  them  in  private  places,  where  they  were  more  lijcely  to 
be  drank  to  excefs* 

Having,  therefore,  made  trial  of  violent  and  fevere  methods,  and 
had  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  fuU  convidion  of  their  inefficacy^ 
it  is  furely  proper  to  profit  by  our  experience,  by  that  experience 
which  Ihews  us  that  the  ufe  of  diftilled  liquors  under  its  prefent  dif*- 
couragements,  has  every  year  increafed^  and,  therefore,  proves  at 
once  the  unprofitablenefs  of  the  law  now  in  force,  and  the  neceffity 
of  fome  other  by  which  the  fame  purpofes  may  be  more  certainly 
promoted. 

The  reformation  of  a  vice  fo  prevalent,  muft  be  flow  and  gradual  % 
for  it  is  not  to  be  hoped,  that  the  whole  bulk  of  the  people  will  at 
once  be  divefted  of  their  habits;  and  therefore  it  will*be  rational  to 
endeavour  not  wholly  to  debar  them  from  any  thing  in  which,  how- 
ever abfurdly,*  they  place  their  happinefs,  but  to  make  the  attainment 
pf  it  more  and  more  difficult,  that  they  may  infcnfibly  remit  their 
ardour,  and  ceafc  from  their  purfuit. 

This,  my  Lords,  is  propofed  in  the  prefent  bill,  which  by  the 
duties  which  are  to  be  laid  upon  diftilled  fpirits  will  raife  the  price  a 
fhird  part,  and  as  it  is  reafonable  to  exped,  hinder  a  third  part  of 
fhe  confumption  ;  for  it  is  obferved,  that  thofe  who  drink  them  fet 
no  limits  to  their  excefles,  but  indulge  their  appetites  to  the  utmoft 
p(  their  power  ^  if  he  therefore  who  ufed  to  fpend  three-pence  a  day 
in  fpirits,  can  now  have  no  more  than  could  formerly  be  bought  for 
two-pence,  he  muft  neceflarily  content  himfelf  with  only  two-thirdi 
pf  the  qus^ntity  which  he  has  hitherto  drank ;  and  therefore  muft  by 
force,  though  perhaps  not  by  inclination,  be  lefs  intemperate. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  my  Lords,  but  that  fpirits  will,  by  this  ad- 
^itional  duty,  be  made  one  third  part  dearer ;  for  it  has  been  hitherto 
obferved,  that  retailers  levy  upon  the  buyer  twice  the  duty  that  is 
paid  to  th^  gpvernment,  as  is  every  day  apparent  in  other  commodi- 
tics  i  fo  (Itat  tbc  yearly  quantity  of  fpirits  which  is  ufually  diftilled 
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ivill  coft  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  more  than  before,  a  tax 
which,  I  fuppofe,  thofe  who  are  charged  with  this  kind  of  debaucherj 
will  not  be  fuppofed  able  to  pay,  and  which  yet  muft  be  paid  by 
them,  unlefs  they  will  be  content  with  a  lefs  quantity. 

That  fpirits  will  now  be  fold  in  every  public-houfe,  of  whatever 
denomination,  has  been,  I  believe,  juftly  afierted  j  but  the  afiertion 
has  not  been  properly  urged  as  an  argument  againft  the  bill.  One 
of  the  circumftances  which  has  contributed  to  the  enormous  abufe  of 
theie  liquors,  has  been  the  practice  of  retailing  them  in  obfcure  pkuxs 
by  perfons  without  charader  and  without  money ;  who  therefore 
neither  feared  penalties  nor  in&my,  and  offended  againft  law  and 
decency  with  equal  fecurity.  But  when  the  cheapnefs  of  licences 
ihall  make  it  convenient  for  every  man  that  pleafes  to  retail  fpirits  in 
a  public  manner,  they  will  be  generally  drank  in  houfes  viGted  by 
public  officers,  obferved  by  the  neighbouring  inhabitants,  and  fre- 
quented by  perfons  of  morals  and  civility,  who  will  always  endea- 
vour to  jeftrain  all  enormous  excefles,  and  oblige  the  mafters  of  the 
houfes  to  pay  feme  regard  to  the  laws.  Thofe  whofe  appetites  are 
too  importunate  to  be  reftrained,  may  now  gratify  them  without 
being  temptAl  to  enter  into  houfes  of  infamy,  or  mingling  with 
beggars,  or  thieves,  or  profligates ;  and  dierefbre,  though  the  ufe 
of  fpirits  fhould  continue  the  fame,  its  confequences  will  be  lefs  fatal, 
fince  they  may  be  had  without  the  necef&ty  of  aflbciating  widi 
wickednefs. 

But,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  improbable,  that  by  this  bill  the  number 
of  retailers,  at  leafl  in  this  city,  where  they  arc  moft  pernicious, 
may  be  leflened.  It  is  well  known,  that  the  reafon  for  which  they 
are  fold  in  cellars,  and  in  the  ftreets,  is  the  danger  of  retailing  them 
in  other  places ;  and  that  if  they  were  generally  fold  by  thofe  who 
could  procure  the  befVof  each  fort,  thefe  petty  traders  would  be  im<^ 
mediately  undone ;  for  it  is  reafonable  to  imagine,  my  Lords,  that 
they  buy  the  cheapeft  liquors,  and  fell  them  at  the  deareft  rate. 

When  therefore  reputable  houfes  (hall  be  opened  for  the  fale  of 
^hefe  liquors,  decency  will  reftrain  fome,  and  prudence  will  hinder 
pthcrs  from  endangering  their  health  by  purchafing  thofe  liquors 
>vfaich  are  offered  in  the  flreet,  and  from  hazarding  their  morals,  or 
perhaps  their  lives,  by  drinking  to  excefs  in  obfcure  places. 

It  is  likewife  to  be  remembered,  my  Lords,  that  many  of  diofe 

who  now  poifon  their  countrymen  with  petty  ibops  of  debauchery, 
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are  not  able  to  purchafe  a  licence,  even  at  the  cheap  rate  at  which  it 
is  now  propofed,  and  that  therefore  they  will  be  reftraiined  from 
their  trade  by  a  legal  inability  5  for  it  is  not,  my  Lords,  to  be 
imagined,  that  they  will  be  defended  with  equal  zeal  by  the  populace^ 
when  the  liquors  may  be  had  without  their  affiftance,  nor  will  in- 
formation be  equally  infamous,  when  it  is  not  the  zGt  only  of  profli« 
gates  who  purfue  the  pra£Hce  of  it  as  a  trade,  but  of  the  proper 
officers  of  every  place  incited  by  the  lawful  venders  of  die  Tame  corn-* 
modities,  or  of  the  venders  themfelves,  who  will  now  be  numerous 
enough  to  proteft  each  other,  and  whom  their  common  intereft  witt 
incite  againft  clandeftine  dealers. 

The  price  of  licences,  therefore,  appears  to  me  very  happily  ad- 
jufted :  had  it  been  greater  there  would  not  have  been  a  fufficient 
number  of  lawful,  retailers  to  put  a  ftop  to  clandeftine  fellers ;  and  if 
it  was  lower,  every  petty  dealer  in  this  commodity  might,  by  pre* 
tending  to  keep  an  alehoufe,  continue  the  pra6tice  of  affording  an 
harbour  to  thieves,  and  of  propagating  debauchery. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  bill  will  leflen  the  con- 
fumption  of  thefe  deflrudtve  fpirits,  certainly  in  a  great  degree,  by 
railing  the  price,  and  probably  by  transferring  the  trade  of  felling 
them  into  more  reputable  hands.  What  more  can  be  done  by  human 
care  or  induflry  I  do  not  conceive.  To  prohibit  the  ufe  of  them  is 
impoffible^  to  raife  the  price  of  them  to  the  fame  height  with  that  of 
foreign  fpirits,  is  indeed  pradicable,  but  furcly  at  this  time  no 
eligible  method  •  for  fo  general  is  this  kind  of  debauchery,  that  no 
degree  of  expence  would  entirely  fupprefs  it  i  and  as  foreign  fpirits^ 
if  they  were  to  be  fold  at  the  fame  price,  would  always  be  prefirrred 
to  our  own,  we  (hould  only  fend  into  other  nations  that  money  which 
now  circulates  among  ourfelves,  and  impoverifh  the  people  without 
reforming  them. 

The  regulation  provided  by  the  bill  before  us  is  therefore,  in  my 
opinion,  the  moft  likely  method  for  recovering  the  antient  indufhy 
and  fobriety  of  the  common  people  ;  and,  my  Lords,  I  fhall  approve 
it,  till  experience  has  (hewn  it  to  be  dcfeSive.  I  (hall  approve  it  not 
with  a  view  of  obtaining  or  fecuring  the  favour  of  any  of  thofe  who 
may  be  thought  to  ihterefl  themfelves  in  its  fuccefs,  but  becaufe  I 
find  fome  new  law  for  this  purpofe  indifpenfably  necefl^ry,  and  be« 
licvc  that  no  better  Qan  b?  contrived^ 
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We  are.  now,  my  Lords,  to  contend  with  the  paflions  of  all  die 
common  people.  We  are  endeavouring  to  reform  a  vice  almoft 
univerfal ;  a  vice  which,  however  deftrudiive,  is  now  no  longer  re- 
proachful. We  have  tried  the  force  of  violent  methods  and  found 
them  unfuccefsful ;  we  are  now  therefore  to  treat  the  vulgar  as 
children,  with  a  kind  of  artful  indulgence,  and  to  take  from  them 
fecretly  and  by  degrees  what  cannot  be  wholly  denied  them,  without 
exafperating  them  almoft  to  rebellion* 

This  is  the  firft  attempt,  and  by  this,  if  one  third  of  the  confump- 
tion  be  diminifbed,  we  may  next  year  double  the  duty,  and  by  a  new 
augmentation  of  the  price  take  away  another  third,  and  what  will 
then  be  drank,  will  perhaps  by  the  ftrideft  moralifts  be  allowed  to 
be  rather  beneficial  than  hurtful. 

By  this  gradual  procedure,  we  Ihall  give  thofe,  who  hav^  accuf. 
tomed  themfelves  to  this  liquor,  time  to  reclaim  their  appetites,  and 
thok  that  live  by  diftilling,  opportunities  of  engaging  in  fome  other 
employment ;  we  (hall  remove  the  diftemper  of  the  public  vrithou^ 
any  painful  remedies,  and  ihall  reform  the  people  in^enfibly  without 
exafperating  or  perfecuting  them. 

The  Bifiiopof  Oxford  fpoke  to  the  following  purport:— My 
JLords,  As  I  am  not  yet  convinced  of  the  expedience  of  the  bill  now 
before  us,  nor  can  difcover  any  reafon  for  believing,  that  the  advan* 
tages  will  countervail  the  mifchiefs  wbi/ch  it  will  produce,  I  think  it 
my  duty  to  declare,  that  I  (hall  oppofe  it  as  deftrudive  to  virtue,  and 
contrary  to  the  inviolable  rules  of  religion. 

It  appears  to  me,  my  Lords,  that  the  liberty  of  felling  liquors 
which  are  allowed  to  be  equally  injurious  to  health  and  virtue,  wiH 
by  this  law  become  general  and  boundlefs }  and  I  can  difcover  no 
reafon  for  doubting,  that  the  purchafers  will  be  ri^ultiplied  by  in- 
creating  the  numbers  of  the  venders,  and  the  increafe  of  the  fak  of 
diftilled  fpirits,  and  th^  propagatioq  of  ali  kinds  of  wickednefs  arc 
the  iame ;  I  muft  conclude  that  bill  to  be  deftrufUvo  to  the  public  by 
which  the  fale  of  fpirits  will  be  increafed. 

It  has  been  urged  that  other  more  vigorous  methods  have  been 
p'ied,  and  that  they  are  now  to  be  laid  afide,  becaufe  experience  has 
fiiewn  them  to  be  ineffe£lual,  becaufe  the  people  unanimoufly  aflerted 
the  privilege  of  debauchery,  oppofed  the  execution  of  juftice,  and 
purfued  thofe  with  the  utmoft  malice  that  offered  informations. 
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I  (bould  think,  my  Lords,  that  government  approaching  to  its 
difTolution,  that  was  reduced  to  fubmit  its  decrees  to  their  judgment 
i^ho  are  chiefly  ^ccufed  of  the/  abufe  of  the(c  liquors ,  for  furely  when 
the  lowA,  the  moft  corrupt  part  of  the  people,  have  obtained  fuch  a 
degree  of  influence,  as  to  didtate  to  the  legiflature  thofe  laws  by  which 
they  expe£l  to  be  governed,  all  fubordination  is  at  an  end. 

This,  my  Lords,  I  hope,  I  fhall  never  fee  the  l^ate  of  my  own 
country :  I  hope  I  Ihall  never  fee  the  government  without  authority 
to  enforce  obedience  to  the  laws,  nor  have  I,  indeed,  feen  any  fuch 
weaknefs  on  this  occaflon :  the  oppofition  that  was  made,  and  the 
di(conteht  that  was  excited,  were  no  greater  than  might  be  reafon- 
ably  expe£bd,  when  the  vice  which  was  to  be  reformed  was  fo  enor* 
moufly  predominant,  nor  was  the  effcA  of  the  law  lefs  than  any  one 
who  fbrefaw  fuch  oppofition  might  reafonably  have  conceived* 

In  this  city  abne  there  were,  before  the  commencement  of  thai 
law,  fifteen  hundred  large  (hops,  in  which  no  other  trade  was  carried 
on  than  that  of  retailing  thefe  pernicious  liquors ;  in  which  no  tempta^ 
tion  to  debauchery  was  forgotten ;  and,  what  cannot  be  mentioned* 
without  horror,  back  rooms  and  fecret  places  were  contrived  for  rc-^ 
ceptacles  of  thofe  who  had  drank,  till  they  had  loft  their  reafon  and 
their  limbs ;  there  they  were  crowded  together  till  they  recovered 
firength  fufficient  to  go  away,  or  drink  more. 

Thefe  peftilential  (hops,  thefe  ftore-houfes  of  mifchief,  will,  upon 
the  encouragement  which  this  law  will  give  them,  be  fct  open  again  ; 
new  invitations  will  be  hung  out  to  catch  the  eyes  of  paflfengers,  who 
will  again  be  enticed  with  promifes  of  being  made  drunk  for  9  penny, 
and  that  univerfal  debauchery  and  aftonilhing  licentioufnefs  which 
gave  occaiion  to  the  former  a£t  will  return  upon  us^ 

It  is  to  little  purpofe,  my  Lords,  that  the  licences  for  felling  dift 
tilled  fpirits  are  to  be  granted  only  to  thofe  who  profefs  to  keep  houfes. 
for  the  fale  of  other  liquors,  flnce  nothing  will  be  more  eafy  thaf^  to 
elude  this  part  of  tfie  law.  Whoever  is  inclined  to  open  a  fhop  fof 
the  retail  of  fpirits,  may  take  a  licence  for  felling  ale  ;  and  the  fale  of 
one  barrel  of  more  innocent  liquors  in  a  year  will  entitle  to  difpenfe 
poifoA  with  impunity,  and  to  contribute  without  controul  to  the  cor? 
ruption  of  mankind. 

It  is  confefled,  that  fince  this  law  was  made,  thefe  liquors  have 
been  fold  only  at  corners  of  the  ftreets,  in  petty  Jbops,  and  in  privato 
cellars ;  and  therefore  it  muft  bii  allowed,  that  if  the  confumption- 

iias 
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h%$  increaiSsd,  it  has  at  leaft  increafed  lefs  than  if  the  free  and  x>peii 
ftle  bad  been  permitted  i  for  the  necfeffity  of  fecrecy  is  always  a 
xeftraint,  and  every  reftraint  muft  in  fome  degree  obftru(5t  any  prac- 
tice, fince  thofe  that  follow  it  under  reftraint  would  p.urfue  At  more 
vigoroufiy,  if  that  reftraint  were  taken  away;  and  thofe  that  are  now 
totally  hindered,  would  at  leaft  be  more  ftrongly  tempted  by  greater 
liberty }  and  where  the  temptation  is  more  powerful,  more  will  pro- 
Jiably  be  overcome  by  it. 

But,  my,  Lords,  however  the  law  may  in  this  crowded  city  have 
been  eluded  and  deiied,  however  drunkennefs  may  here  have  been 
proteded  by  the  infolence  which  it  produces,  and  crimes  have  been 
fheltered  by  the  multitudes  of  offenders,  I  am  informed,  that  in  parts 
lefi  populous,  the  efficacy  of  the  late  zd  never  was  denied  9  and  that 
it  has  in  many  parts  refcued  the  people  from  the  miferies  of  de- 
bauchery, and  only  failed  in  others  by  the  negligence  of  diofe  to 
whom  the  execution  of  it  was  committed. 

-  Negligently  and  faintly  as  it  was  executed,  it  did  in  eSe&  hinder 
many  from  purfuing  this  deftruftive  kind  of  trade }  and  even  in  the 
metropolis  itfelf,  almoft  a  total  ftop  was  for  a  time  put  to  the  ufe  of 
fpirits ;  and  had  the  magiftrates  performed  their  duty  with  fteadineis 
and  refolution,  it  is  probable,  that  no  plea  would  have  arifen  in  fa- 
vour of  this  bill  from  the  inefficacy  of  the  laft. 

I  cannot  indeed  deny,  that  the  multitude  of  falfe  informers  fur- 
ni(bed  the  magiftrates  with  a  very  fpecious  pretence  for  relaxing  their 
lugilance ;  but  it  was  only,  my  Lords,  a  fpecious  pretence,  not  a 
warrantable  reafon ;  for  the  fame  diligence  fhouid  have  been  ufed  to 
punifii  falfe  informers  as  clandeftine  retailers ;  the  traders  in  poifon 
and  in  perjury  (hould  have  been  both  purfued  with  inceflant  vigour, 
the  fword  of  juftice  fhouid  have  been  drawn  againft  them,  nor  fliould 
it  have  been  laid  afide,  till  either  fpecies  of  wickednefe  had  been 
exterminated. 

I^  the  execution  of  this,  as  of  other  penal  laws,  my  Lords,  it  will 
ht  always  poflible  for  the  judge  to  be  milled  by  falfe  teftimonies;  and 
^refore  the  argument  whiqh  falfe  informations  furnifh  may  be  ufed 
againft  every  other  Uw,  where  informat;ion  is  encouraged.  Yet^  my 
liOrds,  it  has  been  long  the  pra£lice  of  this  nation  to  incite  criminals 
to  dete£leacb  other ;  and  when  any  enormous  crime  is  committed^  to 
proclaim  at  once  pardon  and  revt^ards  to  him  that  fhall  discover  his 
ngcompliccs*    This,  my  LordS}  is  m  apparent  tempution  to  perjury; 

and 
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and  yet  no  inconvcniencies  have  arifen  ftooi  it,  that  can  reafonably 
induce  us  to  lay  it  afide. 

Perjury  may  in  the  execution  of  this  law  be  dete^d  by  the  Gime 
means  as  on  other  occafions ;  and  whenever  it  is  detefbed,  ought  to 
be  rigoroufly  puniihed ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  in  a  ihort  time  the 
difficulties  and  inc^nveniincies  which  are  afierted  in  the  preamble  of 
this  bill  to  have  atUndid  the  putting  the  late  a&  in  ixicution^  would 
ipeedily  have  vaniihed  \  the  number  of  delinquents  would  have  been 
evei:y  day  leliened,  and  the  virtue  and  induftry  of  the  nation  would 
have  been  reftored. 

It  is  not  indeed  aflerted,  that  the  execution  of  the  late  a£l  was 
impoffible,  but  that  it  was  attended  with  difficulties ;  and  wrhen,  my 
Lords,  was  any  defign  of  great  importance  efieded  without  difficuU 
ties  ?  It  is  difficult,  without  doubt,  to  reftrain  a  nation  from  vice, 
and  to  reform  a  nation  already  corrupted,  is  ftill  more  difficult.  But 
as  both,  however  difficult,  are  neceflary>  it  is  the  duty  of  Govern- 
uitvit  to  endeavour  them,  till  it  (hall  appear  that  no  endeavours  can 
fucceed* 

For  my  part,  my  Lords,  I  am  not  eafily  perfuaded  to  believe  that 
remiflheft  will  fucceed,  where  affiduity  has  failed  j  and  therefore  if 
it  be  true,  as  is  fuppofed  in  the  preamble,  that  the  former  a£l  wis 
JnefFeflual  by  any  defeats  in  itfelf,  I  cannot  conceive  that  this  will 
operate  with  greater  force.  I  cannot  imagine  that  appetites  will  be 
weakened  by  lefiening  the  danger  of  gratifying  them,  or  that  men 
who  will  break  down  the  fences  of  the  law  to  pofleis  themielves  of 
what  long  habits  have,  in  their  opinion,  made  necefiary  to  them,  will 
negledt  it,  merely  becaufe  it  is  laid  in  their  way. 

With  regard  to  this  a£b,  my  Lords,  it  is  to  be  enquired,  whether 
it  is  likely  to  be  executed  with  more  diligence  than  the  former,  an<ifr 
whether  the  (ame  cbftaclcs  may  not  equally  obftru£l  the  executioi^ 
of  both. 

The  great  difficulty  of  the  former  method,  a  method  certainly  in 
itfelf  rea(bnable  and  efficacious,  arofe  from  the  neceffity  of  receiving 
informations  from  the  meaneft  and  moft  profligate  of  the  people, 
who  were  often  tempted  to  lay  hold  of  the  oppoilunities  which  that 
law  put  into  their  hands,  of  relieving  their  wants,  or  gratifying 
their  reientment;  and  very  frequently  intimidated  the  innocent  by 
threats  of  accufations,  which  were  not  eafily  to  be  confuted.  They 
were  therefore  equally  dangerous  to  tbofe  that  obeyed  the  a<St,  and 

to 
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to  thofe  that  difregarded  it ;  for  they  ibmetimes  put  their  threats  in 
execution,  and  raifed  profecutions  againft  thofe  who  had  committed 
no  other  crime  than  that  of  refufing  to  bribe  them  to  filence. 

An  abufe  fo  notorious,  my  Lords,  produced  a  general  deteftation 
of  all  informers^  or  at  lead  concurred  with  other  caufes  to  produce 
it;  and  that  deteftation  became  fo  pi'evalent  in  the  minds  of  the 
j^ulace,  that  at  laft  it  became  to  the  higheft  degree  dangerous  to 
attempt  the  conviAtop  of  thofe,  who,  in  the  moil  open  and  con- 
temptuous  manner,  every  day  violated  the  laws  of  their  country  ;.  and 
in  time  the  retailers  trufting  to  the  prote£lion  of  the  people,  laid  afide 
all  cautions,  at  leaft  in  this  great  city,  and  profecuted  their  former 
pra£iice  with  the  utmoft  fecurity. 

This,  my  Lords,  was  the  chief  difficulty  and  inconvenience  hitberto 
difcovered  in  the  law  which  is  now  to  be  repealed.  Thus  was  its 
execution  obftruded,  and  the  provifions  enadbd  by  it  made  inef- 
fedual.  This  defeft  therefore  ought^to  be  chiefly  regarded  in  any 
new  regulations.  But  what  fecurities,  my  Lords,  are  provided 
againft  the  fame  evil  in  the  bill  before  us  ?  Or  why  (hould  we  ima- 
gine that  this  law  will  be  executed  with  Ie(s  oppofition  than  tbe  laft  I 
The  informers  will  undoubtedly  be  of  the  fame  dafs  as  before ;  they 
are  ftill  to  be  incited  by  a  reward ;  and  therefore  it  may  be  rea* 
fonably  feared,  that  they  will  a&  upon  the  fame  motives,  and  be  per- 
secuted with  the  fame  fury. 

To  obviate  tiiis  inconvenience  appears  to  me  very  eafy,  by  con- 
verting the  duty  upon  licences  to  a  large  duty  upon  the  liquors  to 
be  paid  by  tbe  diftiller ;  the  payment  of  which  will  be  carefully 
cnaSed  by  proper  officers,  who,  though  their  employment  is  not  very 
reputable,  purfue  it  at  leaft  without  any  perfonal  danger  \  and  who 
inform  their  fiiperiors  of  any  attempts  to  defraud  the  revenue,  with- 
out being"  cenfured  as  officious  or  revengeful,  and  therefore  are 
without  any  terrors  to  hinder  them  from  their  duty. 

It  has  h/sen  aflerted,  indeed,  that  the  pfice  of  a  licence  is  now  ib 
fmall,  that  none  who  are  inclined  to  deal  in  fpirits,  will  negled  to 
fecure  themfelvcs  from  punifliment  and  vexation  by  procuring  it; 
and  that  no  man  will  fub]e£l  himfelf  to  the  malice  of  a  profligate,  by 
carrying  on  an  illicit  trade,  which  the  annual  expence  of  twenty 
ihilKfsgs  will  make  legal. 

If  this  largument  be  juft,  my  Lords,  and  to  the  greateft  part  of 
tiiis  Aifem-bly,  I  believe,  it  will  appear  very  plaudble,  hoiv  will  this 
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law  leflen  the  confumption  of  dtftilled  liquors  ? — It  is  confefled  that 
It  will  hinder  nobody  from  felling  them;  and  it  has  been  found  by 
experience,  that  nothing  can  reftrain  the  people  from  buying  them, 
but  fuch  laws  as  hinder  them  from  being  fold. 

This  plea,  therefore,  by  removing  an  objection  to  a  particular 
claufe,  will  ftrengthen  the  great  argument  againft  the  tenor  of  the 
bill,  that  inftead  of  leflening,  it  will  increafe  the  confumption  of 
thofe  liquors  which  are  allowed  to  be  deftrudive  to  the  people,  to 
enfeeble  the  body,  and  to  vitiate  the  minds,  and  confequently  to  im- 
pair the  {Irength  and  commerce  of  the  nation,  and  to  deftroy  the 
happinefs  and  fecurity  of  life. 

"yhat  the  chcapnefs  of  licences  will  induce  multitudes  to  buy 
them,  may  be  expe£led  j  but  it  cannot  be  hoped  that  every  one  will 
ceafe  to  fell  fpirits  without  a  licence ;  for  they  are,  as  I  am  informed, 
offered  every  hour  in  the  ftreets  by  thofe  to  whom  twenty  ihillings 
make  a  very  large  fum,  and  who  therefore  will  not,  or  cannot  pur- 
chafe  a  licence.  Thefc  ought  undoubtedly  to  be  detecSted  and  pu- 
ni(hed  ;  but  there  is  no  providon  made  for  difcovering  them,  but 
what  has  been  found  already  to  be  ineffectual.  » 

It  appears  therefore,  my  Lords,  that  this  bill  will  increafe  the  num- 
ber of  lawful  retailers,  without  diminifhing  that  of  private  dealers  ; 
fo  that  the  opportunities  of  debauchery  will  be  multiplied,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  numbers  who  (hall  take  licences. 

There  is  another  fallacy  by  which  the  duties  upon  diflilled  liquors 
have  been  hitherto  avoided,  and  which  will  ftilj  make  this  bill  equally 
ufelefs  as  the  former,  for  the  ends  which  are  to  be  promoted  by  it. 

It  is  expeded,  my  Lords,  by  thofe  who  purchafe  fpirits  from  the 
diftillers,  that  they  (hould  be  of  a  certain  degree  of  ftrength  which 
they  call  fr9of:  if  they  are  of  a  lower  degree,  their  price  is  dimi- 
nifhed ;  and  if  of  a  higher,  it  is  raifed  proportionally ;  becaufe  if  the 
fpirits  exceed  the  degree  of  ftrength  required,  they  may  be  mixed 
with  other  liquors  of  little  value,  and  ftill  be  fold  to  the  drinker  at 
the  common  price. 

It  is  therefore  the  practice  of  the  diftillers  to  give  their  fpiritg 
thrice  the  degree  of  ftrength  required,  by  which  contrivance,  though 
they  pay  only  the  duty  of  one  pint,  they  fell  their  liquors  at  the 
price  of  three ;  becaufe  it  may  be  increafed  to  thrice  the  quantity 
diftiiled,  and  yet  retain  fufficient  ftrength  to  promote  the  purpofes  of 
wickednefi. 

Vol.  II.  E  e  This 
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Tliis  pradice,  my  Lords^  Ihduld  bfelikewife  obviated;  for  whik 
one  gallon,  after  having  paid  the  prefent  low  duty  which  is  laid  upon 
it,  may  be  multiplied  to  three,  the  additional  price  will,  in  the  fmall 
quantities  which  are  ufually  demanded,  become  imperceptible* 

But  to  ihew  yet  farther  the  inefficacy  of  this  bill,  let  us  fuf^xxfe^ 
what  will  not  be  found  by  experienee,  that  a  halfjpenny  is  added  to 
the  price  of  every  pint,  it  will  yet  be  very  praAicable  to  revel  in 
drunkennefs  for  a  penny,  fince  a  very  fmaU  quantity  of  thefe  hateful 
liquors  is  fufficient  to  intoxicate  thofe  who  have  not  been  habituated 
to  the  uie  of  them ;  who  though  their  reformation  is  undoubtedly 
to  be  defired,  do  not  fomuch  demand  the  care  of  the  legiflature,  as 
thofe  who  are  ye^  untainted  with  this  pernicious  pradice,  and  who 
may,  perhaps,  by  the  frequency  of  temptation,  and  the  prevalence 
of  example,  be  induced  in  time  to  tafte  thefe  execrable  liquors,  and 
peri(h  in  their  firfl  efiays  of  debauchery.  For  fuch  is  the  quality  of 
thefe  fpirits,  that  they  are  fometimes  fatal  to  thofe  who  indiforeedy 
venture  upon  them  without  caution,  and  whofe  ftomachs  have  not 
been  prepared  for  large  draughts,  by  proper  gradations  of  intempei> 
ranee ;  a  Angle  fpoonful  has  been  found  fufficient  to  hurry  two  chiU 
dren  to  the  grave. 

It  is,  therefore,  my  opinion,  that  thofe  whofe  ftations  and  em* 
ployments  make  it  their  duty  to  fuperintend  the  condud  of  their 
fellow-fubje£ls,  ought  to  contrive  fome  other  law  on  this  occafion ; 
ought  to  endeavour  to  refcue  the  common  people  from  the  infatua- 
tion which  is  become  general  amongft  them,  and  to  withhdd  from 
them  the  means  of  wickednefs.  That  inftead  of  complying  with 
their  prejudices,  and  flattering  their  appetites,  they  ihould  exert  that 
authority  with  which  they  are  intruded  in  a  fteady  and  refolute  op- 
pofition  to  predominant  vices;  and  without  having  recourfe  to 
gende  arts,  and  temporizing  expedients,  fnatch  out  oT  their  hands 
at  once  thofe  inftruments  which  are  only  of  ufe  for  criminal  pur- 
pofes,  and  take  from  their  mouths  that  draught  with  which,  however 
delicious  it  may  feem,  they  poifon  at  once  themfelves  and  thei^ 
pofterity. 

The  only  argument  which  can  be  offered  in  defence  of  this  bill, 
is  the  neceffity  of  fupporting  the  expences  of  the  war,  and  the  dif- 
ficulty of  raifing  money  by  any  other  method.  The  neceffity  of  the 
war,  my  Jiords,  I  am  not  about  to  call  in  queftion,  nor  is  it  very 
confident  with  my  charader  to  examine  the  method  in  which  it  has 

been 
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been  carried  on ;  biit  this  I  can  boldly  aflert,  that  however  juft^ 
however  titcdSuy^  however  prudently  profecuted,  and  however  fuc« 
ccisfully  concluded,  it  can  produce  no  advantages  equivalent  to  the 
national  fobriety  and  induftry,  and  am  certain  that  no  public  ad- 
vantage ought  to  be  purchafed  at  the  expence  of  public  virtue. 

But,  my  Lords,  I  hope  we  are  not  yet  reduced. to  the  unhappy 
choice  either  of  corrupting  our  people,  or  fubmitting  to  our  ene- 
mies ;  nor  do  I  doubt  but  that  fupplies  may  be  obtained  by  methods 
lefs  pernicious  to  the  public,  and'  that  funds  fufficient  for  the  pre- 
fent  occafion  may  be  eftablilbed  without  a  legal  efiabliihment  of 
drunkennefs. 

I  hope,  my  Lords,  we  (ball  not  fuffer  our  endeavours  to  be 
baffled  by  the  obflinacy  of  drunkards ;  and  that  we  (hall  not  deiift 
from  endeavouring  the  recovery  of  the  nation  from  this  hateful  vice, 
becaufe  our  firft  attempt  has  failed,  flnce  it  &iled  oidy  by  the  negU«- 
gence  or  the  cowardice  of  thofe  whofe  duty  required  them  to  pro- 
mote the  execution  of  a  juft  law. 

Againfl  the  bill  now  before  us  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  de« 
dare,  as  it  appears  to  me  oppofite  to  every  principle  of  virtue,  and 
every  juft  purpofe  pf  government ;  and  therefore,  though  I  have  en«i 
grofled  fo  much  of  your  time  in  fpeaking  on  a  fubj<;6l  with  which  k 
cannot  reafonably  be  expected  that  I  Ihould  be  well  acquainted,  I 
hope  I  ihall  eafily  be  pardoned  by  your  Lord(hips,  fince  I  have  no 
private  views  either  of  intereft  or  reientment  to  promote,  and  have 
fpoken  only  what  my  confcience  didates,  and  my  duty  requires. 

Lord  Talbot  then  rofe  up,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  purport: 
-^My  Lords,  I  am  afhamed  that  there  4hould  be  any  neceffity  of 
oppofing  in  this  Aflfembly  a  bill  like  that  which  is  now  before  us ;  a 
bill  crowded  with  abfurdities,  which  no  ftrength  of  eloquence  caa 
exaggerate,,  nor  any  force  of  reafon  make  more  evident. 

This  bill,  my  Lords,  is  however  the  (irft  proof  that  our  new  mi^ 
nifters  have  given  of  their  capacity  for  the  talk  which  they  have  un- 
dertaken ;  this  is  a  fpecimen  of  their  fagacity,  and  is  defigned  by 
them  as  an  infbnce  of  the  gentle  methods  by  which  the  expences  of 
the  government  are  hereafter  to  be  levied  upon  the  people.  The 
nation  (hall  no  longer  fee  its  martufodures  Xubjefied  to  impofts,  nor 
the  fruits  of  induftry  taken  from  the  laborious  artificer ;  but  drunken-: 
Aefs  (hall  hereafter  fupply  what  has  hitherto  been  paid  by  diligence 
and  traffic  i  the  reftfaints  of  vice  (hall  be  taken  away,  the  barriers 
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of  virtue  and  religion  broken,  and  an  univerfal  Hcentioufnefs  fhall 
overfpread  the  land,  that  the  fchemes  of  the  miniftry  may  be 
executed. 

What  are  the  projcdk,  my  Lords,  that  are  to  be  purfucd  by  fuch 
means,  it  is  not  my  prcfcnt  purpofe  to  enquire :  it  is  not  ncccflary 
to  add  any  aggravations  to  the  prefent  charge,  or  to  examine  ^at 
has  been  the  former  condu£l,  or  what  will  be  the  future  adHons  of 
men  who  lie  open  by  their  prefent  propofal  to  the  moft  atrocious 
accufations ;  who  are  publicly  endeavouring  the  propagation  of  ffae 
moft  pernicious  of  all  vices,  who  are  laying  poifon  in  the  way  of 
their  countrymen,  poifon  by  which  not  only  the  body,  but  the  mind 
IS  contaminated ;  who  are  attempting  to  eftablifli  by  a  law  a  pradice 
productive  of  all  the  miferies  to  which  human  nature  is  incident ;  a 
practice  which  will  at  once  difperfe  difeafes  and  fedition,  and  promote 
beggary  and  rebellion. 

7'his,  my  Lords,  is  the  expedient  by  which  the  acutenefi  of  our 
miniftry  propofes  to  raife  the  fupplies  of  the  prefent  year,  and  by 
this  they  hope  to  convince  the  nation  that  they  are  qualified  for  the 
high  trufts  to  which  they  are  advanced  ;  and  that  they  owe  their 
exaltation  only  to  the  fuperiority  of  their  abilities,  the  extent  of  their 
Icnowledge,  and  the  maturity  of  their  experience :  by  this  matter- 
ftroke  of  policy  they  hope  to  lay  for  their  authority  a  firm  and 
durable  foundation,  and  to  poflefs  them(i^lves,  by  this  happy  con- 
trivance, at  once  of  the  confidence  of  the  Crown,  and  the  affec- 
tions of  the  people. 

But,  my  Lords,  I  am  fo  little  convinced  of  their  abilities,  that 
amidft  all  the  exultation  which  this  new  fcheme  produces,  I  will 
venture  to  predict  the  decline  of  their  influence,  and  to  fix  the  pe- 
riod of  their  greatnefs ;  for  I  am  perfuaded,  that  notwithftanding  the 
readinefs  with  which  they  have  hitherto  (acrificed  the  intereft  of  their 
country,  notwithftanding  the  defperate  precipitation  with  which  they 
have  blindly  engaged  in  the  moft  dangerous  meafures,  they  will  not 
be  able  to  continue  a  year  in  their  prefent  ftations. 

The  bill  now  under  our  confideration,  my  Lords,  will  undoubtedly 
make  all  thofe  their  enemies  whom  it  does  not  corrupt ;  for  what 
can  be  expeCted  from  it,  but  univerlal  diforder  and  boundlefs  wicked- 
nefs  ?  VVickednefs  made  infolent  by  the  protection  of  the  law,  and 
diforder  promoted  by  all  thofe  whofe  wealth  is  increafod  by  the  in* 
crcafc  of  the*  revenues  of  the  Government. 

Had 
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Had  it  been  urged,  my  Lords,  in  defence  of  this  bill,  that  it  was 
neceflary  to  raife  money,  and  that  money  could  only  be  raifed  by 
increafing  the  confumption  of  diftilled  fpirits,  it  would  have  been 
apparent  that  it  was  well  calculated  to  promote  the  purpofes  irv- 
tended ;  but  furely,  to  aflTert  that  it  will  obftrud  the  ufe  of  thefe 
liquors,  is  to  difcover  a  degree  either  of  ignorance,  of  eiFrontery,  or 
of  folly,  by  which  few  ftatefmen  have  been  hitherto  difiinguifhed.  . 

If  we  receive  without  examination  the  eftimates  which  have  been 
laid  down,  and  allow  the  duty  to  rife  as  high  as  thofe  by  whom  it 
is  projeded  have  ventured  to  ailert,  the  price  of  thefe  liquors  Can 
be  raifed  but  a  halfpenny  a  pint ;  and  there  are  few,  even  among  the 
lowed  of  thofe  who  indulge  then^felves  in  this  fatal  luxury,  whom 
the  want  of  a  fingle  halfpenny  can  often  debar  from  it* 

And  though  thefe  accurate  calculators  (hould  infift  that  men  may 
fometimes  be  compelled  to  fobriety  by  this  addition  to  the  expencc 
of  being  drunk,  yet  how  far  will  this  reftraint  be  found  from  being 
equivalent  to  the  new  temptation,  which  will  be  thrown  into  th^ 
way  of  thoufands,  yet  uncorrupted,  by  the  multitude  of  new  (hops 
that  will  be  opened  for  the  diftribution  of  poifon,  and  the  fecurity 
which  debauchery  will  obtain  from  the  countenance  of  the  legif* 
lature. 

What  will  be  the  confequences  of  any  encouragement  given  to  a 
vice  already  almoft  irrefiftibly  prevalent,  I  cannot  determine;  but 
furely  nothing  is  too  difmal  to  be  expeded  from  univerfal  drunken- 
nefs,  from  a  general  depravity  of  all  the  moft  ufeful  part  of  man- 
kind, from  an  epidemical  fury  of  debauchery,  and  an  unbounded 
exemption  from  reftraint. 

How  little  any  encouragement  is  wanting  to  promote  the  con- 
fumption of  thofe  execrable  liquors,  how  much  it  concerns  every 
man  who  has  been  informed  of  their  quality,  and  who  has  feen  their 
confequences,  to  oppofe  the  ufe  of  them  with  his  uttpoft  influence 
appears  from  the  enormous  quantity  which  the  ftiils  of  tins  nation 
annually  produce. 

The  number  of  gallons  which  appears  from  the  accounts  on  the 
table  to  have  been  confiimed  laft  year,  is  feven  millions ;  a  quan« 
tity  fufficient  to  deftroy  the  health,  interrupt  the  labour,  and  deprave 
the  morals  of  a  very  great  part  of  the  nation ;  a  quantity  which,  if 
it  be  fu£Fered  to  continue  undiminifhed,  will,  even  without  any  legal 
encouragement  of  its  ufe,  in  a  Ihort  time  deftroy  the  happinefs  Qf 
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the  public ;  and  by  impairing  the  ftrcngth,  and  leflening  the  number 
of  manufacturers  and  labourers,  introduce  poverty  and  famine. 

Inftead  therefore  of  promdtihg  a  prance  fo  evidently  detrimental 
to  fociety,  let  us  oppofe  it  with  the  moil  vigorous  efforts;  let  us 
begin  our  oppofition  by  rejeding  this  bill,  and  then  confider,  whether 
the  execution  of  the  former  law  (hall  be  enforced,  or  whether  ano« 
ther  more  efficacious  can  be  formed. 

Lord  CHOLMONPEI.BT  then  fpoke  to  the  following  eifed:-— My 
Lords,  Though  it  is  undoubtedly  the  right  of  every  perfon  in  this 
Aflembly  to  *utter  his  ftntiments  with  freedom,  yet  furely  decency 
ought  to  retrain  us  from  virulent,  and  juftice  from  undeferved  re- 
|>roaches  ;  we  oiight  not  to  cenfure  any  condu£t  with  more  fevcrity 
than  it  deferves,  nor  condemn  any  man  for  pradUces  of  which  he  is 
innocent. 

This  rule^. which  Will  not,  I  fuppofe,  be  controverted,  has  not  ia 
tny  opinion  been  very  carefully  obferved  in  this  debate ;  for  furely 
nothing  is  more  unjuft  than  to  aflert  or  iniinuate  that  the  Govern* 
ment  has  looked  idly  upon  the  advances  of  debauchery,  or  has  fuf« 
Ikrcd  drunkenne(s  to  prevail  without  oppoHtion. 

Of  the  care  with  which  this  licentioufneis  has  been  oppofed,  no 
other  proof  can  be  required,  than  the  laws  which  have  in  the  pre* 
fent  reign  been  made  againft  it.  Soon  after  the  fucceffion  of  his 
Majefty,  the  ufe  of  compound  fpirits  was  prohibited  j  but  this  law 
letng  eluded  by  fubftituting  liquors  fo  drawn,  as  not  to  be  included 
in  the  ftatutes,  it  was  foon  after  repealed ;  and  the  people  were  for  a 
time,  indeed,  fuffered  to  drink  diftilled  liquors  without  reftraint, 
becauie  a  proper  method  of  retraining  them  was  not  eafdy  to  be 
founds 

How  di^cult  it  was  to  contrive  means  by  which  this  vice  might 
taMy  be  prevented,  appeared  more  plainly  foon  afterwards,  when 
the  outrageous  licenttoufnefs  of  the  populace  made  it  .neceiTary  to 
contrive  .fome  new  law  by  which  the  ufe  of  that  liquor  might  be 
prohibited,  to  which  fo  much  iniblence,  idlqnefs  and  diilplutene& 
were  imputed. 

I'he  law  which  it  is  now  propofcd  to  repeal,  was  then  zealoufly 
promoted  by  thofe  who  were  then  mod  diftingui(bed  for  their  vir«- 
tue_and  their  prudence.  Every  man  who  bad  any  regard  for  the 
bappinefs  of  the  public,  wails  alarmed  at  the  inundation  of  licentiouf- 
nefs  that  overflowed  this  city,  and  began  to  f^read  itfelf  to  the  re* 
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moter  psirts  of  the  kingdom ;  and  it  was  determined  that  nothing 
but  .a  total  prohibition  of  diftilled  liquors  could  preferve  the  peace, 
and  reftore  the  virtue  of  the  nation. 

A  law  was  therefore  made,  which  prohibited  the  retail  of  diftilled 
fpiirits ;  and  it  was  expeded  that  the  people  would  immediately  re- 
turn to  the  ufe  of  more  innocent  and  healthful  liquors,  and  that  the 
new  art  of  fudden  intoxication  would  be  wholly  fupprefled;  but 
with  how  little  knowledge  of  the  difpofitions  of  the  nation  this  hop^ 
was  formed,  the  event  quickly  difcovcred ;  for  no  fooner  was  'the 
darling  liquor  withheld,  than  a  general  murmur  was  raifed  oyer  all 
parts  of  this  great  city,  and  all  the  lower  orders  of  the  people  tefti- 
fied  their  difcontent  in  the  moft  open  manner.  -  Multitudes  were 
immediately  tempted  by  the  profpe£t  of  uncommon  gain,  to  retail 
the  prohibited  liquors ;  of  thefe  many  were  dete£l]ed,  and  many  pu- 
Dilhed ;  and  the  trade  of  information  was  fo  lucrative,  and  fo  clofely 
followed,  that  there  was  no  doubt  but  the  law  would  produce  the 
eSSt£Jt  expeded  from  it,  and  that  the  moft  obftinate  retailers  would^ 
by  repeated  profecutions,  be  diicouraged  from  the  praiHce. 

But  no  fooner  did  the  people  find  their  favourite  gratification  in 
real  danger,  than  they  unanimoufly  engaged  in  its  defence ;  they 
difcovered  that  without  informers,  the  new  law  was  vnthout  opera-* 
lion ;  and  the  informers  were  therefore  perfecuted  by  them  without 
mercy,  and  •  without  remif&on,  till  at  laft  no  man  would  venture  to 
provoke  the  refentment  of  the  populace  for  the  reward  to  which  in- 
formation entitled  him. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  one  law  has  been  eluded  by  artifice,  and  ano** 
ther  defeated  by  violence  5  the  praftice  of  drinking  fpirits,  however 
pernicious,  ftill  continued  to  prevail  -,  the  magiftrates  could  not  punifh 
a  crime  of  which  they  were  not  informed,  and  they  could  obtain  no 
information  of  a  pra£iice  vindicated  by  the  populace. 

It  is  not  indeed  to  be  allowed  that  the  cuftom  of  drinking  diftilled 
liquors,  however  prevalent,  has  yet  arifen  to  the  height  at  which 
the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft  feems  to  imagine  it  arrived ;  for 
though  it  is  undoubtedly  true  that  feven  millions  of  gallons  are  an« 
nually  diftilled,  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  the  whole  quantity  is 
wafted  in  debauchery;  fome  is  exhaufted  by  the  neceffides,  and  fome 
by  the  conveniencies  of  life ;  a  great  part  is  exported  to  other  coun«> 
tries,  and  the  diftillery  promotes  many  other  purpofes  than  thole  of 
riot  and  licentioufnefs. 

E  e  4  .    Th^t 
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That  too  much,  however,  is  ufed  by  the  common  people,  and  that 
intemperance  has  for  fome  time  prevailed  in  a  degree  unknown  to 
any  former  age,  cannot  be  denied ;  and  thcrelore  fome  means  of 
reclaiming  them  ought  to  be  tried.  What  then,  my  Lords,  is  to 
be  done  ?  The  firfl  law  was  eluded,  the  fecond  is  defied ;  the  fixft 
was  executed,  but  produced  no  reftraint  i  the  fecond  produces  a  re- 
ftraint  fo  violent,  that  it  cannot  be  executed. 

That.the  prefcnt  law  is  ineflPetElual,  cannot  be  doubted  by  thofe 
who  aflert,  that  the  quantity  of  fpirits  difiilled,  has  every  year  in- 
creafed ;  and  there  feems  to  remain  therefore  no  other  choice  than 
that  of  fufFcring  this  increafe  to  proceed,  or  to  endeavour  to  prevent 
it  by  new  regulation?.  The  prefent  law  ought  to  be  repealed,  be- 
caufe  it  is  ufelefs;  but  furely  fome  otaer  ought  to  fupply  its  place, 
which  may  be  more  cafily  enforced,  and  \t(s  violently  oppofed. 

The  bill  now  before  us,  my  Lords,  will,  in  my  opinion,  anfwer 
all  the  purpofes  of  the  laft,  wijthout  noife,  and  without  diflurbance. 
By  leflening  the  price  of  licences,  it  will  put  a  ftop  to  clandeftine 
retail ;  and  by  raifing  that  of  the  liquors,  it  will  hinder  the  common 
people  from  drinking  them  in  their  ufual  excefs.  Thofe  who  have 
hitherto  loft  their  reafon  and  limbs  twice  a  day  by  their  drunken* 
nefs,  will  not  be  able,  under  the  intended  regulations,  to  commit  the 
fame  crime  twice  in  a  week ;  and  as  the  temptation  of  cheapnefs 
mill  be  taken  away,  it  miiy  be  hoped  that  the  next  generation  will  not 
fall  into  the  fame  vice. 

Since  therefore,  my  Lords,  the  arguments  in  favour  of  this  bill 
ar^  at  ]eaft  plaufible  and  fpecious ;  fmce  the  defign  appears  to  be 
worthy  of  this  Affembly,  and  the  method  propofed  fuch  as  may  be 
hoped  to  produce  the  efFefts  which  the  projcftors  of  the  bill  defirej 
and  fince  the  opinions  of  this  Houfe  are  at  leaft  divided,  and  the 
other  has  pafTed  it  almoft  without  oppofition,  we  ought  at  leaft,  in  my 
opinion,  not  to  rcjcdl  it  with  precipitation,  but  to  refer  it  to  a  Com- 
mittee, th^t  it  may  be  fully  confidered  j  and  thofe  objedions  which 
cfinnot  be  anfwercd,  removed  by  proper  alterations. 

Lord  Carteret  fpokc  to  the  followinir  purport  :-p-My  Lords, 
The  bill  now  under  our  confideration  appears  to  me  to*deferve  a 
much  more  clofer  regard  than  fccms  to  h^ve  been  paid  to  it  in  th« 
other  Houfc,  through  which  it  was  hurried  with  the  utmoft  preci- 
pitation, and  vvhcre  it  was  pailcd,  almoft  without  the  formality  of  a  de- 
bate^ nor  can  I  think  that  carntftncfs  with  which  fome  Lords  feem 
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inclined  to  prefs  it  forward  here,  coniiftent  with  the  importance  of 
the  confequences  which  may  be  with  great  reafon  expeded  from  it. 

It  has  been  urged,  that  where  fo  great  a  number  have  formed 

expedations  of  a  national  benefit  from  any  bill,  fo  much  deference, 

at  Icaft,  is  due  to  their  judgment,  as  that  the  bill  (bould  be  confi- 

dered  in  a  committee.     This,  my  Locds,  I  admit  to  be  in  other  cafes 

a  juft  and  reafonable  demand,  and  will  readily  allow  that  the  pro- 

pofal  not  only  of  a  confiderable  number,  but  even  of  any  fingle 

Lord,  ought  to  be  fully  examined,  and  regularly  debated,  according 

to  the  ufual  forms  of  this  Affembly.     But  in  the  prcfent  cafe,  my 

Lrords,  and  in  all  cafes  like  the  prefent,  this  demand  is  improper, 

becaufe  it  isufelefs ;  and  it  is  ufelefs,  becaufe  we  can  do  now,  all  that  we 

can  do  hereafter  in  a  committee.  For  the  bill  before  us  is  a  money  bill, 

which,  according  to  the  prefent  opinion  of  the  Commons,  we  b^v« 

no  right  to  amend  ;  and  which  thexefoi9  we  have  no  need  of  con- 

fidering  in  a  committee,  iince  the  event  of  all  our  deliberations  mi^ 

be,  that  we  are  either  to  rejefb  or  pafs  ix  in  its  prefent  ftate.     For  I 

fuppofe  no  Lord  will  think  this  a  proper  time  to  enter  into  a  con- 

troverfy  with  the  Commons  for  the  revival  of  thofe  privileges  to 

which  I  believe  we  have  a  right,  and  fuch  a  controverfy  the  leaft 

attempt  to  amend  a  money  bill  will  certainly  produce. 

To  defire  therefore,  my  Lords,  that  this  bill  may  be  confidered 
in  a  committee,  is  only  to  defire  that  it  may  gain  one  ftep  without 
oppofitton ;  that  it  may  proceed  through  the  forms  of  the  Houfe  by 
ftealth,  and  that  the  confideration  of  it  may  be  delayed  till  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  Government  (hall  be  fo  great,  as  not  to  allow  time 
for  raifing  the  fupplies  by  any  other  method* 

But  this  artifice,  grofs  as  it  is,  the  patrons  of  this  wonderful  bill 
hope  to  obftrud  a  plain  and  open  detedion  of  its  tendency.  They 
hope,  my  Lords,  that  the  bill  (hall  operate  in  the  fame  manner  with 
the  liqut)r  which  it  is  intended  to  bring  into  more  general  ufe ; 
and  that  as  thofe  that  drink  fpirits  are  drunk  before  they  are  well 
aware  that  they  are  drinking,  the  efFefb  of  this  law  (hall  be  per- 
ceived before  we  know  that  we  have  mad.e  it.  Their  intent  is  to 
give  us  a  dram  of  policy  which  is  to  be  fwallowed  before  it  is  tailed, 
and  which,  when  once  it  is  fwallowed,  will  turn  our  heads. 

But,  my  Lords,  I  hope  we  (hall  be,  fo  cautious  as  to  examine 
the  draught  which  thbie  ftate  empirics  have  thought  proper  to 
offer  usj  and  I  am  confident  that  a  weiy  little  examination  will 

convince 
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convince  os  of  the  pernicious  qualities  of  their  new  preparatioiiy  dtd 
fliew  that  it  can  have  no  other  effect  than  that  of  poifoning  tis 
public. 

The  bw  before  us,  my  Lords,  fccms  to  be  the  effcft  of  that  prac 
ttce  of  which  it  is  intended  likewife  to  be  the  caufc,  and  to  be 
didated  by  the  liquor  of  which  it  fo  effedualiy  promotes  the  ufe ; 
for  furely  it  never  before  was  conceived  by  any  man  intrufted  with 
the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs^  to  raife  taxes  by  the  deftrudioa 
of  the  people. 

Nothings  my  Lords,  but  the  deftru&ion  of  all  the  moft  laborious 
and  ufeful  part  of  the  nation  can  be  expend,  from  the  licence  wfaich 
is  now  propofed  to  be  given  not  only  to  drunkenneft,  but  to  drunken^ 
nefs  of  the  moft  deteftable  and  dangerous  kind,  to  the  abtiie  not 
only  of  intoxicating,  but  of  poifonous  liquors. 

Nothing,  my  Lords,  is  nopre  abfurd  than  to  aflert,  that  the  ufe  of 
fpirits  will  be  hindered  by  the  bill  now  before  us,  or  indeed  that  it 
will  not  be  in  a  very  great  degree  promoted  by  it.  For  what  pro- 
duces all  kind  of  wickednefs^  but  the  profpeA  of  impunity  on  one 
part,  or  the  folicitation  of  opportunity  on  the  other }  either  of  tfaefe 
have  too  frequently  been  fufficient  to  overpower  the  feniie  uf  oion- 
lity,  and  even  of  religion  -,  and  what  is  not  to  be  feared  from  them, 
when  they  fhall  unite  their  force,  and  operate  together ;  when  temp- 
tations fliall  be  increafed,  and  terror  taken  away  ? 

It  is  allowed  by  tbofe  who  have  hitherto  difputed  on  either  iide  of 
this  queftton,  that  the  people  appear  obftinately  enamoured  of  thb 
new  liquor ;  it  is  allowed  on  both  parts,  dut  this  liquor  corrupts  the 
mind,  enervates  the  body,  and  deftroys  vigour  and  virtue  at  the 
fame  time ;  that  it  makes  thofe  who  drink  it  too  idle,  and  too  feeble 
for  work ;  and,  while  it  impoveriibes  them  by  the  prefent  ezpence» 
difables  them  from  retrieving  its  ill  confequences  by  fubfeqUent 
induftry. 

It  might  be  imagined,  my  Lords,  that  thofe  who  had  thus  bi 
agreed,  would  not  eafily  find  any  occafion  of  difpute ;  nor  would 
any  man,  unacquainted  with  the  motives  by  which  fenatorial  de- 
bates are  too  often  influenced,  fuipe£b  that  after  the  pernicious  qua- 
lities of  this  liquor,  and  the  general  inclination  among  the  people  to 
the  immoderate  ufe  of  it,  had  been  generally  admitted,  it  could  be  after- 
wards enquired,  whether  it  ought  to  be  made  move  common,  whether 
this  univerfal  thirft  for  poifon  ought  to  be  encouraged  by  the  legifla- 

ture. 
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cure,  mnd  whether  a  new  ftatute  ought  to  be  made  to  fecure  drunkards 
In  the  gratification  of  their  appetites. 

To  pretend,  my  Lords,  that  the  defign  of  this  bill  is  to  prevent 
or  diminifh  the  ufe  of  fpirits,  is  to  trample  upon  common  fenfe,  and 
to  violate  the  rules  of  decency  as  well  as  of  reafon.  For  when  did 
any  man  hear,  that  a  commodity  was  prohibited  by  Ixcenfing  its  fale  i 
or  that  to  offer  and  refufe  is  the  fame  action  ? 

It  is  indeed  pleaded,  that  it  will  be  made  dearer  by  the  tax  which  is 
propofed,  and  that  the  increafe  of  the  price  will  diminifh  the  numbers 
of  the  purchafers ;  but  it  is  at  the  fame  time  expected,  that  this  tax 
Ihali  fupply  the  expence  of  a  war  on  the  continent :  it  is  aflerted 
therefore,  that  the  confumption  of  fpirits  will  be  hindered,  and  yet 
that  it  will  be  fuch  as  may  be  expe£ted  to  furnilh,  from  a  very  finail 
tax,  a  revenue  fufficient  for  the  fupport  of  armies,  for  the  re-eftabli(b- 
ment  of  the  Aufbrian  family,  and  the  repreffion  of  the  attempts  of 
France. 

Surely,  my  Lords,  thefe  expeflations  are  not  very  confiftent,  nor 
can  it  be  imagined  that  they  are  both  formed  in  the  (ame  head,  though 
they  may  be  exprefled  by  the  (ame  mouth.  It  is  however  fome  re- 
commendation of  a  ftatefman,  when  of  his  aflertions  one  can  be 
found  reafonable  or  true ;  and  in  this  praife  cannot  be  denied  to  our 
prefent  minifters }  for  though  it  is  undoubtedly  &lfe,  that  this  tax  will 
leflen  the  confumption  of  fpirits,  it  is  certainly  true,  that  it  will  pro- 
duce a  very  large  revenue,  a  revenue  that  will  not  iail  but  with  the 
people  from  wbofe  debaucheries  it  arifes. 

Our  minifters  will  therefore  have  the  fame  honour  with  their  pro- 
deceflbrs,  of  having  given  rife  to  a  new  fund,  not  indeed  for  the 
payment  of  our  debts,  but  for  much  more  valuable  purpofes,  for  the 
exaltation  of  our  hearts  under  oppreifion,  for  the  elevation  of  our 
fpirits  amidft  miicarriages  and  difappointments,  and  for  the  chearfol 
fupport  of  thofe  debts  ^  which  we  have  loft  hopes  of  paying.  They 
are  refolved,  my  Lords,  that  the  nation,  which  nothing  can  make 
wife,  (hall,  while  they  are  at  its  head,  at  leaft  be  merry ;  and  fince 
public  happinefs  is  the  end  of  government,  they  feem  to  imagine  that 
they  ihall  de(erve  applaute  by  an  expedient  which  will  enable  every 
man  to  lay  his  cares  afleep,  to  drown  forrow,  and  lofe  in  the  delights 
of  drnnkennefs  both  the  public  miferies  and  his  own. 

Surely,  my  Lords,  men  of  this  unbounded  benevolence,  and  this 
exalted  genius,  de(crve  fuch  honours  as  were  never  paid  before ;  they 

de(erve 
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deferve  to  beftride  a  butt  upon  every  iign-poft  in  the  metropolis,  « 
to  have  their  countenances  exhibited  as  tokens  where  this  liquor  is 
to  be  fold  by  the  licence  which  they  have  procured.  Tbey  muft  be 
at  leaft  remembered  to  future  ages,  as  the  happy  politicians  who,  afier 
all  expedients  for  raifing  taxes  had  been  employed,  dtfcovered  a  new 
method  of  draining  the  laft  reliques  of  the  public  wealth,  and  added 
a  new  revenue  to  the  government ;  nor  will  thofe,  who  fhall  here- 
after enumerate  the  feveral  funds  now  eftablilhed  among  us,  foi^ 
among  the  benefaiSprs  to  their  country,  the  illuftrious  authors  of  che 
drinking  fund* 
.  May  I  be  allowed,  my  Lords,  to  congratulate  my  countrymen  and 
fellow-fubjeds  upon  the  happy  times  which  are  now  approaching,  in 
which  no  man  will  be  difqualified  for  the  privilege  of  being  drunk, 
ivhen  all  difcontent  and  difloyalty  ihall  be  forgotten,  and  the  people, 
though  now  confidered  by  the  miniftry  as  their  enemies,  Ihall  ac* 
knowledge  the  lenity  of  that  government,  under  which  all  reftraints 
are  taken  away. 

But  to  a  bill  for  fuch  defirable  purpofes,  it  would  be  proper,  my 
Lords,  to  prefix  a  preamble,  in  which  the  kindnefs  of  our  intentions 
fliould  be  more  fully  explained,  that  the  nation  may  not  miftake  our 
indulgence  for  cruelty,  nor  confider  their  bcnefaftors  as  their  perfe* 
cutors.  If  therefore  this  bill  be  confidered  and  amended,  (for  why 
■clfc  fliould  it  be  confidered  ?)  in  a  committee,  I  Ciall  humbly  prc^fe, 
that  it  (hall  be  introduced  in  this  manner  :  "  Whereas  the  defigns  of 
the  prefent  miniftry,  whatever  they  are,  cannot  be  executed  without 
a  great  number  of  merccnarics>  which  mercenaries  cannot  be  hired 
without  money;  and  whereas  the  prefent  difpofition  of  this  nation  to 
drunkennefs  inclines  us  to  believe,  that  they  will  pay  more  chearfully 
for  the  undiftufbed  enjoyment  of  diftilled  liquors,  than  for  any  other 
conceffion  that  can  be  made  by  the  government,  be  it  cna^ed,  by  the 
King's  moft  excellent  Majefty,  that  no  man  (hall  hereafter  be  denied 
the  right  of  being  drunk  on  the  following  conditions/* 

This,  my  Lords,  to  trifle  no  longer,  is  the  proper  preamble  to  this 
bill,  which  contains  only  the  conditions  on  which  the  people  of  this 
kingdom  are  to  be  allowed  henceforward  to  riot  in  debauchery,  in 
debauchery  licenfed  by  law,  and  countenanced  by  the  magiftrates; 
for  thtre  is  no  doubt  but  thofe  on  whom  the  inventors  of  this  tax  IhaO 
confer  authority,  will  be  directed  to  affift  their  mafters  in  their  defign 
to  encourage  the  confumption  of  that  liquor  from  which  fuch  laige 

revenue^ 
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revenues  are  expeded,  'and  to  multiply  without  end  thofe-  licences 
v^fiich  are  to  pay  an  yearly  tribute  to  the  crown. 

Sy  this  unbounded  licence,  oiy  Lords,  that  price  will  be  leilened^ 
from  the  increafe  of  which  the  expectations  of  the  efficacy  of  this  law 
are  pretended-;  for  the  number  of  retailers  will  lefTen  the  value  as  in 
all  other  cafes,  and  leflen  it  more  than  this  tax  will  increafe  it.  Be- 
fides,  it  is  to  be  confidered,  that  at  prefent  the  retailer  expe6h  to  be 
paid  for  the  danger  which  he  incurs  by  an  unlawful  trade,  and  will 
not  truft  his  reputation  or  his  purfe  to  the  mercy  of  his  cuftomer, 
ivithout  a  profit  proportioned  to  the  hazard  ;  but  when  once  the  re- 
ftraint  fhailbe  taken  away,  he  will  fell  for  common  gain  ;  and  it  can 
hardly  be  imagined,  that  at  prefent  he  fubjedb  him&lf  to  informations 
and  penalties  for  lefs  than  fix-pence  a  gallon. 

The  fpecious  pretence,  on  which  this  bill  is  founded,  and  indeed 
the  only  pretence  that  deferves  to  be  termed  fpecious,  is  the  pro- 
priety of  taxing  vice ;  but  this  maxim  of  government  has  on  this 
occafion  been  either  miftaken  or  perverted.  Vice,  my  Lords,  is  not 
properly  to  be  taxed^  but  fupprefiTed ;  and  heavy  ta^ces  are  fometimes 
the  only  means  by  which  that  fupprefiion  can  be  attained.  Luxury, 
my  Lords,  or  the  excefs  of  that  which  is  pernicious  only  by  its 
cxcefs,  may  very  properly  be  taxed,  that  fuch  excefs,  though  not 
ftrifUy  unlawful,  may  be  made  more  difficult.  But  the  ufe  of  thefe 
things  which  are  fimply  hurtful,  hurtful  in  their  own  nature  and  in 
every  degree,  is  to  be  prohibited.  None,  my  Lords,  ever  heard  in 
any  nation  of  a  tax  upon  theft  or  adultery,  becauie  a  tax  implies  a 
licence  granted  for  the  ufe  of  that  which  is  taxed,  to  all  who  (hall  be 
willing  to  ffey  it. 

Drunk^nnefs,  my  Lords,  is  univerfally  and  in  all  circumftances  aa 
evil,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  taxed  but  puniflied ;  and  the  means 
of  it  not  to  be  made  eafy  by  a  flight  impoft  which  nqne  can  feel,  but 
to  be  removed  out  of  the  reach  of  the  people,  and  fecured  by  th« 
heavicft  taxes  levied  with  the  utmoft  rigour.  I  hope  thofe,  to 
whofe  care  the  religion  of  the  nation  is  particularly  configned,  will 
unanimoufly  join  with  me  in  maintaining  the  necef&ty,  not  of  taxing 
vice,  but  fupprefiing  it ;  and  unite  for  the  rejedlion  of  a  bill,  by 
which  the  future  as  well  as  prefent  happincfs  of  thoufands  muft  be 
deftroyed. 

Lord  Lonsdale  fpokc  as  follows : — My  Lords,  The  bill  now 
before  us  has,  from  its  firft  appearance  in  the  othc;  Houfe,  feemc;d  to 

me 

2 


430  OE3ATE      OK  [fEB,  tl.  j 

me  of  fiich  importance  as  to  defenre  the  greateft  attentioo^  waiu 
demand  the  moft  diligent  enquiry  j  and  I  have  therefore  confidcsedit 
with  uncommon  care,  and  purfued  all  thofe  enquiries  from  wfaickl 
cottid  exped  any  aiEftance  for  difcovering  its  tendency  and  its  coofc- 
quences,  with  the  nicefl  and  moft  anxious  vigilance. 

That  my  attention  and  diligence  may  not  wholly  terminate  in  At 
gratification  of  idle  and  ufelefs  curiofity»  it  is  proper  to  inform  your 
Lordlhips  of  their  refult;  by  which  i  hope  to  convince  you,  as  I  sm 
Qiyfeif  convinced,  that  this  bill  cannot  become  a  law,  without  e»> 
dangering  the  lives  of  thoufands,  without  difperfmg  difeales  over 
the  nation,  or  without  multiplying  crimes  beyond  the  poffifaHity  of 
rcftraiut  or  punifliment ;  that  it  will  fill  the  land  with  confiifioa  far 
a  time,  by  infatuating  the  people,  and  afterwards  lay  it  defobtc  by 
defiroying  them. 

All  my  enquiries,  my  Lords,  have  had  one  conftant  and  nnifem 
eSc&»  On  what  fide  foever  I  have  turned  my  fpeculadons,  I  have 
found  new  arguments  againft  this  bill,  and  have  difcovered  new  mif- 
chiefs  comprized  in  it  ^  mifchiefs  which,  however  fome  may  cndea* 
vour  to  overlook  them,  and  others  to  defpile  tbem,  will  be  fouod  ia 
a  Oiort  time  too  general  to  be  concealed,  and  too  formidable  to  be 
Dcglc£led.  ^ 

The  firft  confideration,  in  which  the  neceffity  of  deliberating  oo 
this  bill  engaged  me,  related  to  the  quality  of  the  liquors  which  ait 
mentioned  in  it.  With  regard  to  this  queftion,  my  Ijords,  chcie 
was  no  poffibility  of  long  fufpence ;  for  the  pernicious  eflSsfts  of  ^rits 
were  confeiTed  equally  by  all  thoTe  who  countenanced  and  oppofed 
t)iis  new  projed ;  nor  could  any  man  take  a  furvey  of  this  city  with- 
out  meeting  in  his  way  fuch  objeds  as  might  make  all  farther  enquiry 
fuperfluous.  The  idlenefs,  the  infolence,  the  debauchery  of  the  com- 
"mon  people,  and  their  natural  and  certain  confequences,  poverty, 
difeafes,  mifery  and  wickedneis,  are  to  be  obferved  without  any  in- 
tention of  indulging  fuch  diiagreeable  fpeculadons ;  in  every  part  of 
this  great  metropolis,  whoever  iball  pafs  along  the  ftreets,  will  find 
wretches  ftretched  upon  the  pavement,  infenfible  and  motionlefe,  iod 
only  removed  by  the  charity  of  paflengers  from  the  danger  of  being 
crufiied  by  carriages,  or  trampled  by  horfes,  or  flrangled  widi  fildi  is 
the  common  fewers  ^  and  others  leb  helplefs  perhaps,  but  moie 
dangerous,  who  have  drank  too  much  to  fear  punifhment,  but  not 
enough  to  hinder  them  from  provoking  it ;  who  think  themfelves, 
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in  the  elevation  of  driinkennefs,  entitled  to  treat  all  thofc  widi  con* 
tempt  whom  their  drcfs  diftinguiflics  from  them,  and  to  refent  every 
injury  which  in  the  heat  of  their  imagination  they  fuppofc  themfelvcs 
to  fuffer,  with  the  utmoft  rage  of  refentment,  violence  of  rudene&y 
and  (currility  of  tpngue. 

No  man  can  pafs  a  fingle  hour  in  public  places  without  meeting 
fttch  obje£b,  or  hearing  fuch  expreffions  as  difgrace  human  nature  ; 
iucb  as  cannot  be  looked  upon  without  horrpr,  or  heard  without  in* 
dignation,  and  which  there  is  however  no  pofBbllity  of  removing  or 
preventing,  whilft  this  hateful  liquor  is  publicly  fold. 

But  the  yifible  and  obvious  efFe^ls  of  thefe  pernicious  draughts, 
however  ofienfive  or  inconvenient,  are  yet  much  lefs  to  be  dreaded 
than  their  more  flow  and  fecret  operations.     That  excefs  of  diftilled 
fpirits  inflames  the  poor  to  infolence  and  fury  i  that  it  expoies  thetn 
either  to  hurt  by  making  them  infenfible  of  danger,  or  to  puni(hment 
by  making  them  fearlefs  of  authority,  is  not  to  be  reckoned  the  moll 
fatal  confcquence  of  their  u(e  ;   for  thefe  cfFeds,  though  their  fre- 
quency makes  it  neceflTary  to  fupprefs  them,  with  regard  to  each  indi- 
vidual are  of  no  long  duration  ;  the  underflanding  is  in  a  (bort  time 
recovered  after  a  Angle  debauch,  and  the  drunkard  may  return  to  his 
employment. 

But  thougli  the  pleafures  of  drunkenne(s  are  quickly  at  an  end, 
its  psuns  are  of  longer  continuance.  Thefe  liquors  not  only  in- 
fatuate the  mind,  but  poifon  the  body ;  nor  do  they  produce  otAf 
momentary  fury,  but  incurable  debility  and  lingering  difeafes ;  th^ 
not  only  fill  our  ftreets  with  madmen,  and  our  prifons  with  crimi- 
nals, but  om*  hofpitals  with  cripples,  Thofe  who  have  for  a  time 
infefled  the  puUic  walks  with  their  infults,  quickly  difturb  them  with 
their  lamentations,  and  are  foon  reduced  from  bullies  to  beggars,  and 
obliged  to  folicit  alms  from  thofe  they  ufed  to  threaten  and  infuk. 

Nor  does  the  ufe  of  fpirits,  my  Lords,  only  impoveriih  the  public, 
fay  lefiening  the  number  of  ufeful  and  laborious  hands,  but  by  cutting 
off  thofe  recruits  by  which  its  natural  and  inevitable  lolfes  are  to  be 
fupplied.  The  ufe  of  diftilled  liquors  impairs  the  fecundity  of  die 
human  race,  and  hinders  that  increafe  which  Providence  has  ordained 
for  the  fupport  of  the  world.  Thofe  women  who  riot  in  this  poifonous 
debauchery  are  quickly  difabled  from  bearing*  children,  by  bringing 
on  themfelves  in  a  ihort  time  all  the  infirmities  and  weaknefles  of 
flg^t  oTy  ifi^at  is  yet  more  deftru£tive  to  general  happinefs,  produce 
3  children 
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children  difeafcd  from  their  birth  by  the  vices  of  their  parents^  cba. 
dren  whofe  blood  is  tainted  with  inveterate  and  accumulated  mala* 
dies,  for  which  no  cure  can  be  expeSed  ;  and  who  therefore  are  an 
additional  burden  to  the  community,  and  muft  be  fupported  through 
a  miferable  life  by  that  labour  which  they  cannot  ihare,  nnd  muft 
be  proteAed  by  that  community  of  which  they  cannot  contribute  to 
the  defence. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  h  the  great  fource  of  power  and  wealth  dried 
up,  the  numbers  of  the  people  are  every  day  dimini(hed,  and  by  con- 
fequence  our  armies  mu(l  be  weakened,  our  trade  abandoned,  and 
our  lands  uncultivated.  To  diminilh  the  people  of  any  nation  is  the 
moil  atrocious  political  crime  that  it  is  pofiible  to  commit ;  for  it 
tends  not  to  enflave  or  impoveriOi,  but  to  annihilate  ;  not  to  make  a 
nation  miferable,  but  to  make  it  no  longer  a  nation. 

Such,  my  Lords,  are  the  eitccls  of  diftilled  liquors;  cfFei^s  of  which 
I  would  not  have  {hocked  you  with  the  enumeration,  had  it  not  been 
with  a  defign  of  preventing  them  ;  and  furely  no  man  will  be  charged 
with  fo  trivial  an  offence  as  negligence  of  delicacy,  when  he  is  plead- 
ing, not  for  the  honour  or  the  life  of  a  fmgle  man,  but  for  the  peace 
of  the  prefent  age,  the  health  of  pofterity,  and  the  exiftence  of  the 
Britifh  people. 

After  having  examined  the  nature  of  thefe  liquors,  it  is  natural 
to  enquire,  how  much  they  are  in  ufe ;  whether  mankind  appear  to 
know  their  quality,  and  avoid  and  deteft  them  like  other  poifons ; 
or  whether  they  are  confidered  as  inofFenfivc,  and  drank  like  other 
Kquors  to  raife  the  fpirits,  or  to  gladden  the  heart ;  whether  tbejr 
make  part  of  focial  entertainments,  and  whether  they  are  handed  round 
at  public  tables,  without  any  fufpicion  of  their  fatal  confequences. 

It  is  well  known,  my  Lords,  that  thefe  liquors  have  not  been 
long  in  ufe  among  the  common  people.  Spirits  were  at  firft  only 
imported  from  foreign  countries,  and  were  by  confcquence  too  dear 
for  the  luxuries  of  the  vulgar.  In  time  it  was  difcovered,  that  it 
was  pra£licable  to  draw  from  grain,  and  other  produ3s  of  our  own 
foil,  fuch  liquors  as,  though  not  equally  pleafmg  to  elegant  palates 
with  thofc  of  other  nations,  refembled  them  at  leaft  in  tiKir- inebriating 
quality,  and  might  be  afforded  at  an  eafy  rate»  and  conlcqucmly 
generally  purchafed.  * 

This  difcovery,  my  Lords,  gave  rife  to  the  new  trade  of  diiliUine* 
which  has  been  now  for  many  years  carried  on  in  this  nation,  aad 
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of  the  jprogrefs  of  which^  -fince  the  duu^  were  laid  npoa  its  |>roduce| 
m  cxa£b  account  may  be  eaiily  obtained^,  which  I  thought^fo  necef* 
iary  in  our  deliberations  on  this  bill|,that  I  have  procured  it  to  be 
ilrawfi  out.  r 

From  this  account^,  my  Lords,  it, will  be  difcovered,  what  camiot 
.be  related  without,  the  utmoft  grief,  that  there  has  prevailed  for  many 
years  a  kind  of  contagious  infatuatior^  afnong  the  common  people^ 
by^  which  th^y  have  been  incited  to  poifon  themfelves  and  their  chil* 
dren  with  diftilled.  ^its  ^  they  have  foriaken  thofe  liquors  which  in 
former  times  enlivened  their  converfation  and  exalted  their  merriment^ 
and  inftead  of  ale  and  beer,  rioted  of  late  in  diftilled  fpirits. 

The  amazing  increafe  of  the  cof^fismptifin  of  fpirits  fof  the  laft  teo 
years,  is  a  proof  toprevidant  of  the  pnsvailen^e  of  this  deftrudive  ipe« 
^ies  pf  drunkennefs  s  and  I  Iball  therefore,  without  troubling  yoor 
Lordihips  with  earlicfr  accounts,  only  mention  in  round  numbers,  the 
Vaft  quantities  for  wbich,  the  duty  has  been  paid  for  a  £bw  years  in 
that  period,  jln.the  year.  1733,  thir  number  of  gallons  diftiUed  was 
diree  millions  and  nine  hundred  thoufand,  which  in  1735.  was  'm^ 
creafed  to  &ve  millions  and  diree  hundred  thousand :  iboa.aftqrwards 
the  law  was  made,  which  we  are  now  perfuaded  to  xepeal,  by  the 
execution  of  which,  however  feeble  and  irrefolute,  the  number  was 
reduced  in  the  firft  year  afterwards  to  thste  fnillipns,  and  might  per- 
haps by  fteady.perfeverance  have  been  every  ye^r  leffimed,  but  in  a 
fhcMt  tiqie  the  people  prevailed  in  the  conteft  with  the  legiflatgrs,  diey 
intimidaced  information^  and  wearied  profepution ;  and  were  at  length 
allowed  to  indulge  themfelves  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  favourite  vice 
without  any  &rt|)er  moleftation. 

The  effe£b  of  this  indulgence,  my  Lords,  have  been  very  remark-* 
able ;  nor  can  it  be  denied,  that  the  govejhment  betrayed  great  weak- 
xiefs  in  fuffering  the  laws  to  be  over-ruled  by  drunkennefs,  and  the 
jneadeft  and  moft  profligate  of  the  people  to  fet  the  ftatutes  at  de* 
fiance ;  for  the  vice  which  had  been  fo  feebly  oppofed  fpread  wider 
and  wider,  and  every  year  added  regularly  another  million  of  gallons 
10  the  quantity  of  fpirits  diftilled,  till  in  the  laft  year  they  arofe  to 
ieven  miUioas  and  one  hundred  thoufand  gallon^* 

Such,  my  Lords,  is  at  prefent  the  ftate  of  the  nation :  twelve 
millions  of  gallons  of  thefe  poifonous  liquors  are  every  year  fwallowed 
by  the  inhabitants-  of  this  kingdom  \  and  this  quantity,  enormous  as 
it  is,  will  probably  every  year  increafe,  till  the  number  of  the  pcopTe 
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(hall  be TenftUy  diminiflied  by  the  diieafes  which  it  niuft  produce ;  nor 
fliall  we  find  any  decay  of  this  pernicious  trade^  but  by  the  general 
mortality  that  will  overfpread  the  kingdom. 

At  leaft  if  this  vice  ihould  be  fupprefled,  it  muft  be  fupprefied  by 
fome  fupernatural  interpofition'of  Providence;  for  nothing  is  moct 
abfurd  than  to  imagine,  that  the  bill  now  before  us  can  produce  anj 
iuch  efied.  For  what,  my  Lords,  encourages  any  man  to  a  crime 
but  fecurity  irom  punifhtiient,  or  what  tempts  htm  to  the  commiffion 
iof  it  but  frequent  opportunity  ?  We  are  however  about  to  reform  the 
pra&ice  of  drinking  (pints*,  by  making  fpirits  more  eafy  to  be  pro- 
cured ;  we  are  about  to  huider  them  from  being  bought,  by  exempting 
the  vender  from  all  fear  of  pnnifliment. 

It  has  indeed  been  aferted,  that  the  tax  now  to  be  laid  upon 
thefe  liquors  will  have  fuch  wonderful  effeds,  that  thofe  who  are  at 
prefent  drttnk  twice  a  day,  will  not  be  henceforward  able  to  commit 
the  fame  crime  twice  a  week ;  an  aflertion  which  I  could  not  bear 
without  wondering  at  the  new  dtfcoveries  which  minifterial  fagacity 
can  fometimes  make. 

In  ^deliberations  on  a  fubje£l'  of  fuch  importance,  my  Lords,  no 
man  ought  to  content  himielf  with  conjedure,  where  certainty  may, 
at  whatibever  expence  oF  labour,  be  attained  $  nor  ought  any  man 
to  negleft  a  careful  and  attentive  examination  of  his  notions  before 
be  offer*  diem  in  public  confultations ;  for  if  diey  were  erroneous, 
and  no  man  can  be  certain  that  he  is  in  the  right,  who  has  never 
brought  his  own  opinions  to  the  teft  of  enquiry,  he  expofes  himielf 
to  be  deteded  in  ignorance  or  temerity,  and  to  that  contempt  which 
fuch  detedion  naturally  and  juflly  produces ;  or  if  his  aadience 
fubmit  their  reafon  to  his  authority,  and  negled  to  examine  his  afler- 
tions,  in  confidence  that  he  has  fufficiently  examined  them  himielf, 
he  mayfufter  what  to  an  honeft  mind  muft  be  far  more  painful  than 
any  pcrfonal  ignominy,  he  may  ianguifii  under  the  confciouihefe  of 
having  influenced  the  public  counfds  by  falfe  declarations,  and  hav* 
ing  by  his  negligence  betriiyed  his  country  to  calamities  which  m  clofer 
attention  might  have  enabled  him  to  have  fbreieen. 

Whether  the  noble  Lord,  who  alledged  the  certainty  of  reforma- 
tion which  this  bill  will  produce,  ever  examined  his  own  opinion,  I 
know  not ;  but  think  it  ueceilary  at  leaft  to  confider  it  more  particu* 
larly,  to  fupply  that  proof  of  it  which,  if  it  be  true,  he  negleded  tp 

produce, 


A.  174^-30  SPIRITUOUS     LI(2U0RS«  405 

produce,  or  to  (hew,  if  it  be  found  falfe,  how  little  confident  aflertions 
are  to  be  regarded. 

Between  twice  a  day,  and  twice  a  week,  the  noble  Lord  will  not 
deny  the  propordon  to  be  as  feven  to  one  i  and  therefore  to  prevent 
drunkennefs  in  die  degree  which  he  perfuades  us  to  exped,  the  price 
of  the  liquor  muft  be  raifed  in  thefame  proportion ;  but  the  duty  laid 
upon  the  gallon  will  not  increafe  the  price  a  fifth  part,  eren  though  it 
(hould  not  be  eluded  by  diftiUing  liquors  of  an  extraordinary  ftrengdi ; 
one  fifth  part  of  the  price  is  therefore,  in  his  Lordfhip's  eftimate,  equal 
to  the  whole  price  feven  times  multiplied.  Such  are  the  arguments 
which  have  been  produced  in  favour  <^this  bill;  and  fuch  is  the  dili- 
gence with  which  the  public  happinefe  is  promoted  by  thofe  who  haver 
hopes  of  being  enriched  by  public  calamities. 

As  the  tax  will  not  make  a  fifth  part  of  the  price,  and  even  that 
may  be  in  fome  meafure  evaded,  the  duty  paid  for  licences  (csircdf 
iieferves  confideratton ;  for  it  is  not  intended  to  hinder  retailei^,  but 
to  make  them  ufeful  tn  fome  degree  ta  the  miniftry,  by  paying  an 
yearly  tax  for  the  licence  of  poifoning. 

It  is  therefore  apparent,  upon  the  noble  Lord's  fuppofition  that 
tbe  price  of  the  liquor  will  be  raifed  in  conftquence  of  this  tax, 
that  no  man  can  be  hindered  from  more  than  a  fifth  part  of  his  ulual 
debauchery,  which  however  would  be  fome  advantage  to  the  public ; 
but  even  this  fmall  advantage  cannot  be  expeded  from  the  bill,  be- 
caufe  one  part  will  obftrud  the  benefits  that  might  be  hoped  ft'om 
another. 

The  duty  upon  liquors,  however  inconfiderable,  will  be  neceflarily 
an  augmenution  of  the  price  to  the  firft  buyer,  but  probably  that 
augmentation  wiJI  be  very  little  felt  by  the  confumer.  For,  my  Lords, 
it  muft  be  confidered,  that  many  circumftances  concur  to  confthute 
the  price  of  any  commodity ;  the  price  of  what  is  in  itfelf  cheap,  may 
be  raifed  by  the  art  or  the  condition  of  thofe  that  fell  it ;  what  is 
engrofled  by  a  few  hands,  is  fold  dearer  than  when  the  fame  quantity 
is  difperfed  in  many ;  and  what  is  fold  in  fecurity,  and  under  the  pro- 
te^on  of  the  law,  is  cheaper  than  that  which  expofes  the  vender  to 
profecQtions  and  penalties* 

At  prefent,  my  Lords,  diftilled  fpirits  are'fold  in  oppoC^on  to  the 
laws  of  the  kingdom ;  and  therefore  it  is  reafonable,  as  has  been 
before  obferved,  to  believe  that  an  extraordinary  profit  is  e»peQed» 
becaufe  no  man  will  incur  danger  without  advantage.    It  is  at  pre* 
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km  retailed  for  the  greateft.part  bj  indigent  perfons*  who  cannot  be 
fuppofed  to  buy  it  in  large  quantities,  and  confequendy  not.  at  die 
cheapeft  rate ;  and  who  niuft  of  neceffity  gain  a  large  profit,  becaufe 
they  are  to  (iibfift  upon  a  very  jhiaU  ftock, 

Thefe  caufes  concurring,  may  be  eafily  imagined  to  ratfe  the  price 
more  than  a  fifth  part  above  the  profit  which  is  eicpeded  in  other 
traffic  I  but  when  this  bill  (hall  become  a  law,  the  neceffity  of  large 
profit  will  no  longer  fub(ift ;  for  there  will  then  be  no  danger  in  re- 
tailing  fpirits,  and  they  will  be  chiefly  fold  in  houfes  by  perfons  who 
can  affi>rd  to  purchafe  them  in  great  quantities,  who  can  be  trufted 
by  the  diftiller,  for  the  ufual  time  allowed  in  other  trades ;  and  who 
therefore  may  fell  thetm  without  any  exorbitant  advantage. 

Befides,  my  Lords,  it  is  reafonable  to  imagtnq»  that  the  ptHeot 
profit  to  the  retailer  is  very  great,  fmce,  like  that  which  arifes  from 
the  cland^fiine  exportation  of  wool,  it  is  fufficient  to  tempt  multi« 
tudfs  to  a  breach  of  the  law,  a  contempt  of  penalties,  and  a  defiance 
of  the  magiftrates  ;  and  it  may  be  therefore  imagined,  that  there  is 
room  for  a  confiderable  abatement  of  the  price,  which  may  fubtraft 
much  more  than  is  added  by  this  new  duty. 

This  dedu£tion  from  the  price,  my  Lords,  will  probably  be  (boa 
produced  by  the^mulation  of  retailers,  who,  when  the  trade  becomes 
fafe  and  public,  will  endeavour  to  attrad  buycn  by  low  rates;  for 
what  the  noUe  Lord,  whofe  ingenious  aflertion  I  am  now  oppollng, 
has  declared  with  refpe&  to  traders,  that  for  a  tax  of  a  penny  upon 
any  commodity,  they  oblige  the  confumers  to  advance  two-pence,  i% 
not  univer&lly  true  ^  and  I  believe  it  is  as  likely,  that  the  people  will 
Infift  upon  having  the  fame  liquor  at  the  ufual  price,  without  regard- 
to  the  tax,  as  that  the  venders  will  be  able  to.  raife  their  price  in  aa 
unreafonable  proportion.  The  obftinacy  of  the  people  with  regard  to 
this  liquor,  my  Lords,  has  already  appeared ;  and  I  am  inclined  tot 
believe,  that,  they  who  have  confefledly  conquered  the  legiflature,  will 
not  fufFer  themfelves  tp  be  overcome  in  the  lame  caufe  by  the  avarice 
of  alehoute-keepers.  v 

I  am  therefore  .confident,  my  Lords,  that  this  bill  will  produce  no 
beneficial  efFeds  even  in  this  city ;  and  that  in  the  country,  where 
the  fale  of  fp>rits  was  hindered  by  the  late  law,  or  where  at  leaft  it 
might  have  been  hindered  in  a  great  meafure,  it  vrill  propagate  wickeder 
nefs  and  debauchery  in  a  degree  never  yet  known  ^  the  torrent  of 
liqentioufiieil  will  break  at  once  upon  it,  and  a  fudden. freedom  from. 


teftraiiit  w3I  produce  a  wanton  enjoyment  of  privileges  ivfiich  had 
never  been  thought  fo  valuable,  had  they  never  been  taken  away* 
Thus,  while  the  crowds  of  the  capital  are  every  day  thinned  by  the 
licenfed  diftributers  of  poiibn,  the  country,  which  is  to  be  confidered 
as  the  nurfery  in  which  die  human  ipecies  is  chiefly  propagated,  will 
be  made  barren ;  and  that  race  of  men  will  be  intercepted,  which  is 
to  defend  the  liberty  of  the  neighbouring  nations  in  the  next  age^ 
which  is  to  extend  pur  commerce  to  other  kingdoms,  or  repel  thtf 
tacroachments  of  future  nfurpation. 

The  bill,  my  Lords,  will  therefore  produce  hone  of  the  advan<* 
tages  which  thofe  who  promote  it  have  had  the  confidence  to  prdmife 
die  public.  But  let  us  tiow  examine,  whedicr  they  have  not  been 
more  fagacious  in  fecuring  the  benefits  which  diey  expeSt  from  it 
tbemfelves. 

That  one  of  the  intentions  of  it  is  to  raife  a  fum  to  fupply  the 
prefent  exigencies  of  the  government  is  not  denied  j  that  this  is  the 
only  intention  is  generally  believed,  and  believed  upon  the  ftrongeft 
reaibhs ;  for  it  is  the  only  efieft  which  it  can  poffibly  produ(5fr ;  and 
to  this  end  it  is  calculated  with  all  the  fldU  of  men,  long  verfed  in  the 
laudable  art  of  contriving  taxes  and  of  raifing  money.  ^ 

1  have  already  ihewn  to  your  Lordihips,  that  (evert  millions  of 
gallons  of  fpirits  are  annually  diftiiled  in  this  kingdom ;  this  con- 
ftimption^  at  the  fmall  duty  of -fix-pence  a  gallon,  now  to  be  rmpofed, 
will  produce  an  yearly  revenue  of  175,000!.  and  the  tax  upon  li- 
cences may  be  rated  at  a  very  large  fum ;  fo  that  there  is  a  fund 
fufficient,  I  hope,  for  the  expenccs  which  a  land  war  is  to  bring 
upon  us; 

But  we  are  not  to  forget,  my  Lords,  that  this  is  only  the  pro^ce 
of  the  firft  year,  and  that  the  tax  is  likely  to  afford  every  yeat-  a  larger 
revenue.  As  the  condimption  of  thofe  liquors,  under  its  late  dif- 
couragements,  has  advanced  a  million  of  gallons  eveiy'ye^ar^  *{t  m:)y 
fee  reafonably  imagined,  that  by  the  countenance  of  the'Iegifl'atxire,  and 
the  protection  of  authority,  it  will  incrcafe  in  a  double  proportion  • 
and  that  in  ten  years  mofe,' twenty  millions  will  be  diftitled  c^cvy  jizr 
for  the  deftrudion  of  the  (ieople.  •    •     *   ..  * 

Thus  far,  my  Lords,  the  fcheme  of  the*  miniftry  appears  profper- 
ous  ;  but  all  pfofperity,  at  leaft  all  fhe  profperity  of  dilhoneflry,'  mtift 
in  time  have  an  end.  The  practice  of  drinking  cannot  be  fok*  *^^r 
COptinued^  becaufc  it  will  hurry  the  prefent  generation  to  the  grave, 
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;incl  prevent  the  produdion  of  another ;  the  fevenoe  muft  ceafe  with 
the  confumption,  and  the  confumption  muft  be  at  an  end  when  the 
confumers  are  deftroyed. 

But  this,  my  Lords,  cannot  fpeedily  happen,  nor  have  our  minifters 
any  dread  of  miferies  which  are  only  to  fajl  in  diftant  times  upon 
another  generation.  It  is  fufficient  for  them,  if  their  expedient  can 
fiipply  thole  exigencies  which  their  counfels  have  brought  qpon  the 
public ;  if  they  pay  their  court  to  the  crown  with  (uccefs,  at  what- 
ever difad vantage  to  the  people,  and  continue  in  power  till  they  have 
enlai^ged  fheir  fortunes,  and  then  without  punUhmcnt  retire  to  enjoy 
them. 

But  I  hope,  my  Lord^  chat  we  (hall  zSt  upon  very  different  princi- 
ples ;  that  we  (hall  examine  the  moft  diftant  confequences  of  our 
refolutions,  and  confider  ourfelves,  not  as  the  agents  of  the  crown  to 
levy  taxes,  but  as  the  guardiansi  of  the  people  to  piromote  the  public 
bappin^f; ;  that  we  (hall  always  remember,  that  happinefs  can  be 
produced  only  by  virtue  ;  and  that  fince  this  bill  can  tend  only  to  the 
IncfeafSi  of  deb^chery,  we  (hall,  without  the  formality  of  a  commit- 
ipenti  unaninioufly  rejed  Jt  with  indignation  and  abhorrence. 

Lord  Cartsr9T  (poke  to  the  following  efiefi:: — My  Lords, 
7he  bill  no^  befpi^  u$  has  been  examined  with  the  utmoft  acutenefs, 
afid  opppfed  with  all  the  arts  of  eloquence  and  argumentation ;  nor 
has  any  topic  been  forgptlfn  that  could  fpecioufly  be  employed  s^ainft 
it.  It  has  been  reprefented  by  (bme  as  contrary  to  policy,  and  by 
others  ifs  oppofife  to  religion  \  its  confequences  have  been  difplayed 
with  all  the  confidence  of  predi&ion,  and  the  motives  upon  which  it 
has  been  formed,  declared  tq  be  fuch  as,  I  hope,  every  man  abhors 
>^ho  pr.ojc6lpd  of  defends  it.  . 

It  has  been  averted,  that  th}s  ^ill  owes  ifs  exiftence  only  to  the 
neceffity^of  railing  taxes  for  the  fupport  of  t^nneceflary  troops,  to  be 
emj^oyecl.in  ufelef^and  dangerous  expeditions }  and  that  thofe  who 
defend  it  have  no  regard  to  the  happtnels  or  virtue  of  the  people,  nor 
siny  other  dellgn  tl^an  to  raife  fupplies,  and  gratify  the  niiniftr}'. 

In  purfuance  of  this  fcheme  of  argument,  the  cpnfequences  of  this 
bill  have  been  very  artfully  deduced,  and  very  copioufly  explained ; 
and  it  has  been  aflerted,  tjiaf  by  paffing  it,  we  (hall  (hew  ourfelves 
the  patrons  of  vice,  the  defender&t  of  debauchery,  and  the  promoter^ 
of  drunkennefjp. 

ft 
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It  has  been  declared^  that  in  confequence  of  this  law^  by  which 
the  ufe  of  diftiDed  liquors  is  intended  to  be  reftrained,  the  retailers  of 
them  will  be  multiplied,  and  multiplied  without  end ;  till  the  corrup- 
tion, which  is  already  too  exteniive,  is  become  general,  and  the 
nation  is  transformed  into  a  herd  of  drunkards. 

With  regard  to  the  ufes  to  which  the  money  which  (hall  arife  from 
this  tax  is  to  be  applied,  though  it  has  been  more  than  once  mentioned 
in  ^s  debate,  I  (hall  pa(s  it  over,  as  without  any  conne^on  with 
the  queftioh  before  us.  To  confound  dUfierent  topics,  may  be  ufeful 
to  thofe  whoie  de(ign  is  to  impofe  upon  the  inattention  or  weaknefs 
of  their  opponents,  as  they  may  be  enabled  by  it  to  alter  fometimes 
the  ftate  of  the  controverfy,  and  to  hide  their  fallacies  in  perplexity 
and  confufion,  but  always  to  be  avoided  by  thofe  who  endeavour  to 
difcover  and  to  e(tabli(h  truth,  who  dilpute  not  to  confound  but  to 
<;onvince,  and  who  intend  not  to  difturb  the  public  delibera^ons  but 
affift  them. 

I  (hall  therefore,  my  Lords,  only  endeavour  to  (how  th^t  the  con« 
(equence,.  of  which  fome  Lords  cxprefs,  and  I  believe  with  fmcerity, 
fuch  dreadful  apprehenfions,  is  not  in  reality  to  be  feared. from  this 
bill,  that  it  will  probably  promote  the  purpofe  for  which  it  is  declared 
to  be  calculated,  and  that  it  will  by  no  means  produce  that  havock 
in  the  human  fpecies  which  feems  to  be  fufpe£led,  or  diffufe  that 
corruption  through  the  people  which  has  been  confidently  foretold. 

The  prefent  ftate  of  this  vice,  my  Lords,  has  been  folly  explained 
as  well  by  thofe  who  oppofe  the  bill  as  by  thofe  who  defend  it.  The 
ufe  of  diftilled  liquors  is  now  prohibited  by  a  penal  law,  but  the 
execution  of  this  law,  as  of  all  others  of  the  fame  kind,  neceflarily 
fuppofes  a  regular  information  of  the  breach  of  it  to  be  laid  before 
the  magiftrate.  The  people  confider  this  law,  however  juft  or  ne* 
ceiTary,  as  an  a£t  of  the  moft  tyrannical  cruelty,  which  ought  to  be 
oppofed  with  the  utmoft  fteadinefs  and  vigour,  as  an  infupportable 
hardfbip  from  which  they  ought  at  any  rate  to  fet  themfelves  free. 

They  have  determined,  therefore,  not  to  be  governed  by  this  law^ 
and  have  confequently  endeavoured  to :  hinder  its  execution  ^  and  fo 
vigourous  have  been  their  efforts,  that  they  have  at  laft  prevailed. 
At  firft  they  only  oppofed  it  by  their  perfeverance  and  obftinacy,  they 
refolved  to  perfift  in  the  practice  of  retailing  liquors  without  regard  to 
the  penalties  which  they  might  incur  by  it ;  and  therefore  as  one  was 
out  to  prifon,  his  pla^e  was  immediately  fupplied  by  ^(iqther  -,  and  fo 
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frequent  were  the  informations  and  fa  fmiliefa  the  penalties',  that  Ac 
chief  magiftrate  of  the  metropolis  lamented  pubtiekly  in  d)e  otber 
Houfe,  the  unpleafing  neceffity  to  which  he  was  fuAjeded  by  that  Iaw> 
of  fining  and  tmprifoning  without  ^nd,  and  without  hdpes  of  pro« 
curing  the  reformation  that  was  intended*    ' 

Thus  they  proceeded  for  fome  time,  and  fippeared  to  hope  tliat 
the  magiftrates  would  after  a  while  conniTe  at  a  prdbfike,  which  tfaef 
ihould  find  no  degree  of  fe verity  fuficient  to  fup^refs;  that  they  woald 
fink  under  the  iatigve  of  pimilkilng  to  no  purpofe,  that  they  would  by 
degrees  relax  their  vigilance,  Ind  leave  die  people  in  quiet  pofieffion 
of  that  felicity  which  they  appeared  to  rate  at  (o  high  a  price. 

At  length,  my  Lords,  inftead  of  wearying  the  magiftrates,  tfaey 
grew  weary  themfelves,  and  determined  no  longer  tb  bear  periecution 
for  their  enjoyments,  but  to  rcfift  that  law  which  they  could  not 
evade,  ^d  to  which  they  would  not  fubmit.  They  therefore  deter^ 
inined  to  mark  out  all  thpfe  who  by  their  informations  promoted  its 
execution,  as  public  enemies,  as  wretches  who  for  the  fake  of  a  fe- 
^ard,  carried  on  a  trade  of  penury  and  perfec\ftion,  and  who  harafled 
td^eir  inndcent  neight)ours  only  fp.r  carrying  on  a  lawful  emjdoynienC 
fpr  fupplying  fhe  wants  of  the  poor,  relieving  the  wearinefs  of  die 
labourer,  adminiftrtng  folace  to  the  dejefled,  and  cordials  to  the  fick. 

The  word  was  therefore  given  that  no  infofmer  Ihould  be  fpared  ; 
and  when  an  offender  was  fummoned  by  the  civil  officers,  crowds 
watched  at  the  door  of  the  magiflrate  to  refcue  the  prifoner,  and  to 
difcoyer  and  feize  the  witnefs  opon  whofe  teftimony  he  was  convicted ; 
and  unfortunate  v^as  tl^e  wretch  who,  with  the  imputation  of  this 
Cfime  upon  him^  fell  into  their  hands;  it  is  well  remembered  by 
every  man  who  a(  that  time  was  converfant  in  this  city,  with  what 
cq^ries  of  vengeance  an  informer  was  purfued  in  the  public  ftreets, 
and  in  the  open  day ;  with  what  exclamations  of  triumph  he  was 
feized^  and  with  what  rage  pf  cruelty  he  was  tormented. 

One  inftance  pf  their  fury  I  very  particularly  remember,  as  a  man 
was  pafling  along  the  ftrcets^  the  alarm  was  given  that  he  was  an 
informer  againft  the  retailers  of  fpiri^upus  liquors,  the  populace  were 
immediately  gathered  as  in  a  time  of  common  danger,  and  united  in 
the  purfuit  as  of  a  beaft  of  prey,  which  it  was  criminal  not  to  deftroy; 
the  ?nan  difcovered,  either  by  confcioufnefs  or  intelligence,  his 
fianger,  and  fled  for  his  life  with  the  utmofl  precipitation  j  but  no 
^loufckeeper  durft  alFord  him  Ihcltcr,  the  cry  incroafed  upon  him  on 
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all  hands,  and  the  populace  rolled  on  after  htm  with  a  torrent  not  taf 
be  refifted  ;  and  he  was  upon  the  point  of  being  overtaken,  and  like 
fome  others  deftroyed,  when  one  of  the  greateft  perfohs  in  the  nation,* 
hearing  the  tumolt,  and  enquiring  the  reafbn,  opened  his  doors  td 
the  diftrefled  fugitive,  and  (hekered  him  from  a  cruel  death. 

Soon  afterwards  theie  was  a  flop  put  to  all  ihformadon;  no  man 
dared  afterwards,  for  the  fake  of  a  reward,  expofe  himfelf  to  the  futy 
of  the  people,  and  the  ufe  of  thefe  deftru£Hve  liquors  was  no  longer 
obftruAcd.  How  much  the  pradice  of  this  kind  of  debauchery  pre* . 
vailed,  after  this  ihort  reftraint,  and  how  much  the  confumption  of 
thefe  deftnidive  liquors  has  increafed,  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke 
laft  has  very  accurately  informed  us,  nor  can  anj  argument  be  offered 
for  the  prefent  bill  more  ftrong  than  that  which  his  computations 
have  already  furnifhed. 

For,  if  it  appears,  my  Lords,  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  after  fuch 
authentic  teftimonies,  that  feven  millions  of  gallons  of  fpirits  are 
every  year  confumed  in  this  kingdom,  and  that  of  thefe  far  the 
greateft  quantity  is  wafted  in  the  moft  flagitious  and  deftrudive  de* 
bauchery ;  it  is  furely  at  length  necefiary  to  confider  by  what  means 
this  confumption,  which  cannot  be  flopped,  may  be  leiTened,  and 
this  vice  obftru<5bd,  which  cannot  be  reformed. 

By  opening  a  fufficient  number  of  licenfed  (hops,  the  number  of 
unlicenfed  retailers  will  be  necefTarily  leiTened,  and  by  raifing  the 
price  of  the  liquor,  the  quantity  which  the  poor  drink,  muft  with 
equal  certainty  be  diminifhed ;  and  as  it  cannot  be  imagined  that  the 
number  of  thofe  who  will  pay  annually  for  licences,  can  be  equal  to 
that  of  the  petty  traders,  who  now  difpofe  of  fpirits  in  cellars  and  in 
the  ftreets  ;  it  is  reafonable  to  believe  that  iince  there  will  be  fewer 
filers,  lefs  will  be  fold.  , 

Some  Lords  have  indeed  declared  their  fufpicion,  that  the  number 
of  licenfed  (hops  will  be  fuch  as  will  endanger  the  health  of  the 
people,  and  the  peace  of  the  commonwealth  i  and  one  has  fo  far  in* 
dulged  his  imagination,  as  to  declare  that  he  expeds  fifteen  hundred 
Ibops  to  be  fet  open  for  the  fale  of  fpirits,  in  a  (hort  time  after  the 
publication  of  this  law. 

If  it  be  anfwered,  that  no  fpirits  can  be  fold  but  by  thofe  who  keep 
a  houfe'of  public  entertainment  by  a  licence  from  the  juftices  of  the 
peace,  the  opponents  of  the  bill  have  a  reply  ready,  that  the  juftices 
ffjll  take  all  opportunities  to  promote  the  increafe  pf  the  revenue,  and 

will 
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^ill  always  grant  j|  licence  when  it  is  demanded,  without  r^ard  to 
fbe  oiifchiefs  that  may  arife  from  the  increafe  of  the  retreats  of  idk- 
neft  and.  receptacles  of  vice^  and  that  therefore  to  allow  juftices  t» 
grant  licences  for  the  retail  of  any  commodity  upon  which  a  tax  is 
laid»  is  to  permit  the  fale  of  it  without  limits. 

But,  my  Lorfis,  this  argument  will  ranilh,  when  it  is  coniidercd 
diat  tbofe  juftices  to  whom  the  law  commits  the  fuperintendency  of 
public  houfes,  are  fuperintended  themfelves  by  men  who  derive  didr 
authority  from  a  higher  power,  and  wbofe  cenfures  are  more  formida- 
ble than  judicial  pfpaltijes.  The  condu£l  of  the  juftices,  my  Lords, 
as  of  every  other  perfon,  lies  open  to  the  oblervation  of  the  reverend 
clergy,  by  whofe  c6un(cl$  it  is  to  be  regulated,  and  by  wbofe  ad- 
np|onitions  it  ought  to  be  reformed ;  admonitions  which  cannot  be 
fuppofed  to  be  without  force  from  men  to  whom  the  great  province 
of  preaching  virtue  and  truth  is  committed,  and  whofe  profoffioo  it 
fp  much  reverenced,  that  reputation  and  infamy  arc  generally  in 
their  power. 

.Should  the  juftices,  my  Lords,  abufe  dieir  authority,  either  for  the 
increafe  of  the  revenue,  or  any  other  purpofe,  what  could  they  exped 
but  to  be  marked  out  on  the  next  day  of  public  worihip  for  reproach 
and  derifion  ?  What  could  they  hope  but  that  their  crigaes  ihould  be 
difphyed  in  the  moft  odious  view  to  their  neighbours,  their  children 
and  their  dependants ;  and  that  all  thofe  from  whom  nature  or  interell 
teaches  them  to  deilre  friend(hip,  reverence,  or  efteem^  will  be 
taught  to  confider  them  as  the  flaves  of  power  and  the  agents  of 
villainy,  as  the  propagators  of  debauchery,  and  the  enemies  of 
mankind  ? 

There  is,  therefore,  my  Lords,  reafon  to  hope  that  the  bill  may 
be  ttfefd,  becaufe  it  will  be  hindered  from  being  detrimental ;  and  as 
there  is  an  abfolute  neceflity  of  doing  fomething,  and  no  better 
method  can  at  prefent  be  propofed,  I  think  this  ought  not  to  be 
rejeded.  We  have  found  by  experience  that  the  public  is  not  to  be 
reformed  at  once,  and  that  the  progrefs  from  corruption  to  reforma* 
tion  muft  be  gradual ;  and  as  this  bill  enforces  feme  degrees  of 
amendment,  it  is  at  leaft  more  eligible  than  the  prefent  law,  which 
is  wholly  without  efFeCt,  becaufe  no  man  will  dare  to  put  it  in 
execution. 

luvcry  man  muft  be  convinced  by  his  own  experience  of  &e  dif- 
ficulty with  which  long  habits  are  furmountcd/    I  myfclf  fuffer  fome 
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indcdgence  which  yet  I  cannpt  prevail  upon  myfelf  to  forbear ;  ^is 
indulgence  is  the  uie  of  too  much  fnufF,  to  which  it  is  well  known 
chat  many  perfons  of  rank  are  not  lefs  addided  ;  and  therefore  I  do 
not  wonder  that  the  law  is  inefiedual»  which  is  to  encounter  with 
the  habits  and  appetites  of  the  whde  mafs  of  the  common  people. 

For  this  reafion,  my  Lords,  I  cannot  approve  what  ba$  been 
recommended  in  this  debate,  any  new  law  that  may  put  the  enjoy-^ 
mentof  this  liquor  yet  farther  from  them,  by  facilitating  profecutions, 
or  enforcing  penalties,  as  I  am  convinced  that  the  natural  force  of 
the  people  is  iiiperior  to  the  law,  and  that  their  natural  force  will  be 
exerted  for  the  defence  of  their  darling  fpirits,  and  the  whole  nation 
be  ihaken  with  univerial  fedition. 

It  has  been  objeded  by  the  noble  Lord,  that  the  lax  now  propofed 
is  fiich  as  never  was  railed  in  any  government,  becaufe,  thoygh 
luxury  may  confefledly  be  taxed,  vice  ought  to  be  conftantly  fup-f 
prefled ;  and  this,  in  bis  Lordfliip's  opinion,  is  a  tax  upon  vice. 

His  Lordfhip*s  diftindion  between  luxury  and  vice,  between  the 
ufe  of  things  unlawful,  and  the  exceb  of  things  lawful,  is  undoubt-t 
ediy  juft,  but  by  no  means  applicable  on  this  occaiicn ;  nor  indeed 
has  the  noble  Lord  with  all  his  art  been  able  to  apply  it )  for  be  wa$ 
obliged,  to  change  the  terms  in  his  argument ;  and,  inftead  of  calling 
this  tax,  a  tax  upon  ftrong  liquors,  to  ftigmacife  it  with  the  odious 
appellation  of  a  tax  upon  drunkennefs. 

To  call  any  thing  what  it  really  is  not,  and  then  to  cenfiire  it,  is 
rerye^fy;  too  eafy,  my  Lords,  to  be  done  with  fuccefs.  To  con^ 
fute  the  argument  it  is  only  neceiTary  to  obferve,  that  this  tax  is  not 
a  tax  upon  drunkennefs,  but  a  tax  laid  upon  ftrong  liquors  for  the 
prevention  of  drunkennefs  ^  and  by  confequence,  fuch  as  falls  within 
the  compafs  of  his  own  definition. 

That  it  is  not  a  tax  upon  luxury  cannot  be  inferred  froni  the  in* 
digence  of  thofe  whom  it  is  intended  to  reform  ;  for  luxury  is,  my 
Lords,  ad  modum  poffidintis^  of  different  kinds,  in  proportion  to  dif- 
ferent conditions  of  life,  and  one  man  may  very  decently  enjoy  thofe 
delicacies  or  pleafures  to  which  it  would  be  fooli(h  and  criminal  in 
another  to  afpire.  Whoever  fpends  upon  fuperfluities  what  he  muil 
want  for  the  neceffities  of  life,  is  luxurious ;  and  excefs  therefore  of 
diftilled  fpirits  may  be  termed  with  the  utmoft  propriety  the  luxury  of 
the  poor. 

.    This,. 
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This,  my  Lords,  ap^ared  to  b^  the  pinion  of  the  noUe  Loid 
<ivbo  fpoke'  fo  copioufly  on  this  qu^dti  tttthe  beginning  of  the  de- 
bate ;  of  this  opinion  was  the  Rev.  Prelaite  when  he  obierved,  dut 
mceffitf  itfelfwas'bee^me  luxurious^  and  of  diis  opinion  muft  every  maa 
be  who  advifes  fuch  a  duty  to  be  laid  wpontitktk  liquors  as  may  at 
Mce  debar  the  poor  from  the  ufe  of  them  ;  for  fuch  a  prbpoTal  evi- 
tkntly  fuppoifes  them  unneceflary,  send  all  enjoyment  of  things  not 
fieceflary  is  a  degree  of  luxury* 

To  tax  this  luxury,  which  is  perhaps  the  moft  pernicioas  of  all 
ethers^  is  now  propofed )  but  it  ispropafed  to  tax  it  only  to  fiipprefs 
It,  to  fupprefs  it  by  fuoh  (low  degrees  as  may  be  borne  by  the  people; 
and  I  hope  a  law  fo  falutary  will  not  be  oppofed  oniy  becaufe  it  may 
afford  the  government  a  prefent  fttpply. 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle  then  rofe  up  and  fpoke  to  the  following 
fSe£k,\ — My  Lords;  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  debate  >(roiild  have 
been  much  (horter,  -biM  not  the  noble  Lords  who  have  ^xdcen  in  it 
(uiFered  themfelves  to  be  led  away  either  by  their  own  seal,  or  die 
%tA  of  their  opponents  from  the  true  ftate  of  the  queftion,  to  which 
IlhaH  take  the  liberty  of  recalling  their  attention,  that  this  important 
controverfy  may  have  tit  length  an  end. 

The  point,  the  only  point  that  is,  in  my  opinion,  now  to  be  confi* 
dered,  is  this  :  The  people  of  this  nation  have  for  fometime  pra&ifed 
a  moft  perntcious  and  hateful  kind  of  debauchery ;  againft  which  feve« 
ral  laws  have  been  already  made,  which  experience  has  (hewn  to  be 
fo  far  without  effeft,  that  the  diforder  h^s  every  year  increafed  among 
them  ;  [while  the  Duke  ivas /peaking^  the  Bijhop  of  Oxford  faid^  unth* 
out  intention  to  he  overheard^  •*  Yes,  that  is  the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe," 
7ipcn  which  the  Duke  Jicpped,  and  ajked  whether  his  Lordjhip  bad  any 
objeSJion  to  makej  who  anfwered  that  he  bad  no  dcjign  of  interrupting 
him  ;  and  he  therefore  p.  :ceeded.]  A  new  law  therefore  is  propofed  Icfs 
fevere  indeed  than  the  former,  but  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  for  that 
rcafon  more  efficacious ;  this  law  having  pafied  through  the  other 
Houfe,  is  now  in  the  common  courfe  of  our  procedure  to  be  con- 
iidered  by  us  in  a  Committee. 

We  ire  now,  my  Lords,  therefore  to  refolvc,  whether  a  bill  for 
the  refbrtnation  of  this  flagrant  vice  deferves  any  farther  deliberation, 
whether  we  ihall  join  with  the  other  Houfe  in  their  endeavours  to 
reftore  the  ancient  fobriety  and  virtue  of  the  firitifh  people,  or,  by  an 
open' difapprob^ition  of  their  attemptj^  difcourage  them  from  pro(e- 
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citting .  their  defigiv  and  dtbar  them  irpai<itring' the  opporttinkie^ 
that  fttccedling  years  may  a£[i)rdt,aiid  tho  new  lights  which  cxpt^ 
vience  may  iiipply  for  impMving  thia  effiiy,.  however  uhperfeA^  to*  a: 
ialotary  aadiinexGeptionaUe  Iawi, 

The  prelaaeat  whofe  laudable  zeal  for  t|ie  prvxnotton  of  virtue/ 
has  prompted  them  to  diftingnifh  themlelvcs  .on  this  occafion^  by  an 
uncommon  warmth  of  oppofitioB,  ought,  asithey  appear  fuUy  £en^ 
fible  of  the  odamitiea  which  intemperance  brings  upon  mankind,  to. 
coniider  likewife  the  confequenccs  of  rcfufing  to  .examine  in  a  Com- 
mittee a  Bill  profefledly  drawn  up  to  reftrain  intemperance.    They: 
ought  to  remember,  that  by  rejeSiog  this  Bill  without  a  particular 
examination  of  the  feveral  dauies  which  .it  contains,  and  without' 
tbofe  particular  objefiions  which  fuch  eacaminaliona  neetflarily  pro*i 
duce,  we  flwU  dtfcovcr  a  contempt  of  the  wifdom  or  virtue  of  the- 
other  Houfe,  which  may  incline  them  in  their  turn  to  obftni£l  the* 
mcafures  of  the.govemment,  or  at  leaft  to  negle£l  that  evil,  however 
great,  for  th^  redreis  of  which  they  have  no  reafon  to  exped  our.* 
concurrence. 

Thofe  whofe  particular  province  it  is  to  infpe£l  the  lives  of  the 
people,  to  recal  them  from  vice,  and  ftrengthen  them  in-  viftur«, 
ihould  ceruialy  .reflect  on  this  oocafion,  that  the  (afeft  method  ought 
to  be  cbgfen;  and  therefore . that  this  bill  ought  to  be  promoted), 
becaufe,  not  tp  affirm,  too  much,-  it  is  poffible  that  it  may  produce; 
ibme  degree  of  reformation  $  and  the  worft  that  can  be  feared  is,. 
that,  like  the  prefent  law,  it  will  be  ineffc6iual ;  for  the  corruption 
and  licentiouiiiefs  of  the  peq>le  are  already  fuch,  that  nothing  can. 
increafe  th^m. 

The  Bifliop  of  Sarum  then  fpoke  to  the  following  purpofii: — My< 
Lfords,  I  am  fo  iar  from  being  convinced  by  the  argument?  of  the  noble 
Duke,  that  the  bill  now  before  us  ought  to  be  committed  without* 
farther  oppofition,  that,  in  my  .opinion,  nothing  can  be  more  un-" 
worthy  of  the  honour  of  this  Houfe,  or  more  unfuitable  to  the  cka«^ 
ra6ler  which  thofe  who  Ct  on  this  beach  ought  to  deiire,  than  t«> 
agree  to  any  vote,  which  may  have  the  moft  diftant  appearance  •£> 
approbation. 

That. a  bill  drawn  up  for  die  reformation  of  manners,  for  the  re- 
ftralnt  of  a  predominant  and  deftrudive  vice,  for  the  promotion  of  ^ 
▼irtue,  and  the  enforcement  of  religion^  ought  at  leaft  to  be  calmly 
and  particularly  confidcred,  that  the  laudable  endeavours  of  the 
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Commoos  ought  not  to  be  difeouragec)  by  a  precipitate  and  con- 
temptuout  rejedion  of  the  meafures  whkh  they  have  formed  for  tk 
atuinoient  of  a  puq)oie  fo  ioqKUtant^  is  indeed  a  fpeciotts  and  plaii- 
£ble  method  of  perfuafion ;  but»  my  Lords,  it  can  a&ft  only  tbofe 
y»bib  come  to  deliberate  upon  this  bill  without  having  read  it. 

A  very  flight  and  curfiory  petufid  of  the  bill,  my  Lords,  will  dif- 
fipate  all  the  mtfts  which  eloquence  can  laiie  ;•  it  will  ihew  that  the 
law  now  propofed  can  neither  be  ulefal  nor  inefiedual,  but  that  it 
muft  operate  very  powerfully,  though  in  a  manner  by  no  means 
agreeable  to  its  title. 

To  prevent  the  exceffive  ufe  of  any  thing,  by  allowing  it  Id  he 
fold  without  reftraint,  is  an  expedient  which  the  wifdom  of  no  far* 
mer  age  ever  difcoverad ;  it  is  indeed  a  fallacy  too  grofs  to  be  ad- 
mitted,  even  by  the  moft  inconfiderate  negligence,  or  the  moft  con- 
temptuous ftupidity ;  nor  am  I  at  all  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
Commons  will  impute  the  rejedion  of  this  bill  to  our  difregaid  of 
virtue,  or  think  that  we  have  defeated  any  endeavours  for  the  riq>« 
preffion  of  wickednefs* 

It  has  been  affirmed,  that  though  by  the  bill  die  fide  is  permitted 
it  is  permitted  only,  becaufe  it  cannot  be  hindered }  and  that  the  price 
is  raifed  fo  high,  that,  though  the  lawful  venders  may  be  multiplied, 
the  number  of  the  purchafers  muft  be  diminilhed.  But  even  this 
argument,  like  all  others  that  have  yet  been  advanced,  is  confuttd 
by  the  bill  itfelf,  from  which  the  tax  now  propoM  appears  to  be 
fuch  as,  when  fubdtvided  by  the  fmall  meafures  in  which  retukrs 
'fell  thefe  liquors,  vrill  fcarcely  be  perceived,  and  which,  thou^  it 
may  enrich  the  Government,  will  not  impoverifh  the  people,  cxc^ 
by  deftroying  their  health,  and  enervating  their  limbs. 

The  tax,  my  Lords,  even  fuppofing  it  paid  without  any  'method 
of  evafion,  is  fo  low,  that  in  a  quarter  of  a  pint,  the  quantity  which 
the  lower  people  ufually  demand  at  once,  it  does  not  amount  to  any 
denomination  of  money ;  and  fo  fmall  an  addition  will  be  eafil} 
overbalanced  by  the  taic  of  a  larger  quantity  than  formerly ;  for  it 
cannot  be  doubted  but  the  prance  which  prevailed  in  oppofiticm  to 
the  law,  will  grow  yet  more  predominant  by  its  encouragement; 
and  that  therefore  the  advantage  of  a  large  and  quick  fale  will  leflea 
the  price  more  than  fo  flight  a  tax  can  poffibly  increafe  it. 

The  noble  Duke  has  endeavoured  to  reduce  us  to  difficulties,  by 
urging,  that  fincc  the  corruption  of  the  people  cannot  be  greater,  we 

ought 
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ought  wiUingly  to  agree  to  any  law,  of  which  the  tide  delates  that 
jt  is  intended  to  produce  a  reformation,  becaufe  the  worft  that  can 
be  feared  iSy'^that  it  may  be  without  effed. 

But,  my  Lords,  fuch  is  the  enormous  abfurdity  of  this  bill,  that 

no  plea  can  be  offered  for  it  with  the  leaft  appearance  of  reafon  ; 

and  the  greateft  abilities,  when  they  are  exerted  in  its  defence,  aie 

-able  only  to  fhew  by  firuitlefs  efForts  diat  it  cannot  be  vindicated. 

-If  the  fbte  of  the  nation  be  really  fuch  as  has  beeti  fupopfisd,  if  tiie 

moft  deteftable  and  odious  vice  has  overfpread  the  kingdom  to  its 

iitmoft  limits,  if  the  people  are  univerially  abandoned  to  drunken* 

^nefs,  floth  and  villainy,  what  can  be  more  abfurd  than  to  trifle  with 

doubtful  experiments,  and  to  make  laws  which  muft  be  fufpeAed  of 

inefficacy  i  In  die  difeafes  of  the  ^te,  as  in  thofe  of  the  body,  the 

-ibrce  of  the  remedy  ought  to  be  proportioned  to  the  ftrengdi  and 

danger  of  the  difeafe ;  and  furely  no  political  malady  can  be  oiore 

formidable  tkaa  die  prevalence  of  wickedneb,  nor  can  any  time 

•  require  more  firmnefs,  vigilance,   and  aAivity  in  the  legillatife 

power. 

That  the  law,  therefore,  may  be  without  efieA,  is,  in  the  prefent 
-  ftatc  of  corruption,  if  it  has  been  truly  repcefented,  a  fuficient  xea- 
(on  for  rejeding  it,  without  allbwing  it  to  be  committed  ^  becaufe 
there  is  now  no  dme  for  indulgence,  or  for  delays :  a  nation  uni- 
verially corrupt,  muft  be  fpeedily  reformed,  or  fpeedily  ruined.  Thofe 
habits  which  have  been  confefled  to  be  already  too  powtrfol  for  the 
laws '  now  in  being,  may  in  a  ibort  dme  be  abfolutely  irrefifttble ; 
and  that  licentio^fiitefi  which  intimidates  the  officers  of  juftice,  may 
in  another  year  infult  the  legiflature. 

But,  my  Lords,  I  am  yet  willing  to  hope  that  the  noble  Dukfe's 
siccount  of  the  wickcdneb  of  the  people,  was  rather  a  rhetorical 
c3caggeration  uttered  in  the  ardour  of  di^te,  than  a  Arid  aflertion 

r 

of  fads ;  and  am  of  opinion  that,  though  vice  has  Indeed  of  late 
fpread  its  contagion  with  great  rapidity,  there  are  yet  great  numbers 
uninfeded,  and  cannot  believe  that  our  condition  is  fuch,  as  that 
nothing  can  make  it  more  miferable. 

In  many  parts  of  the  country,  my  Zx>rds,  thefe  liquors  have  not 
yet  been  much  ufed,  nor  is  it  likely  that  thofe  who  have  never  fold 
them,  when  the  law  allowed  them,  will  begin  an  unneceflary  tiade^ 
when  it  will  expofe  them  to  penalties.  But  a  new  law  in  favour  of 
i^rks  nriil  pnkkic^  a  general  iiicljnan9n>  and  a  kind  of  emnlaticn 
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mrBl  incite  every  one  to  take  a  licence  for  the  retail  of  this  new 
iiquor;  and  fo  every  part  of  the  kingdom  will  be  equally  debauched, 
and  no  place  will  be  without  a  vender  of  ftatutable  poifon.  The 
luxury  of  the  vulgar,  for  luxu^,  in  my  <;^pinion,  it  may  very  pro- 
perly be  called,  will  ftill  increafe,  and  vices  and  diicafes  will  increafe 

-with  it. 

There  is  at  leaft  oue  jMkrt  of  the  nation  yet  unuinted, .  a  part 

which  defenres  the  utmoft  care  of  the  legjilature,  and  which  mnft 

be  endangered  by.  a  law  like  this  before  us*    The  children,  my 

Xords,  to  whom  the  affairs  of  the  prefent  generation  muft  be  traa^ 

ferred^  and  by  whom  the  nation  muft  be  continued,  are  (urely  no 

iglioUe"  part  of  the  public.     They  are  yet  innocent,  and  it  is  oar 

province  to  take  care  that  they  may.iji  time  be  virtuous;  we  oa^^ 

:  therefore  to  remove  from  bef(ve  them  thofe  examples  that  may  in- 

fisft,  and  thofe  temptations  that  may  corrupt,  them.    We  oug^  to 

inform  their  parents,  left  they  Ihould  imitate  them;  and  to  deftra^ 

thole  provocatives  to  vice,  by  which  the  prefent  generadon  has  been 

intoxicated,  left  they  fliould  with  equal  force  operate  upon  the  iiext. 

There  is,  therefore,  no  occafioh,  my  Lords,  for  any  further  dd- 

beration  upon  this  bill ;  which,  if  the  nation  be  yet  in  any  part  nn- 

.tatnled,  will  inii^  it }  and  if  it  be  univerfally  corrupted,  will  have 

no  tendency  to  amend  it ;  and  which  we  ought  for  dicfe  reafons  to 

lejeft,  ihat  our  abhorrence  of  vice  may  be  publicly  known»  and  that 

no  part  of  the  calamities  which  wickedne£i  muft  prodooe,  may  be 

imputed  lo  us. 

LoidDaLAWAR  then  fpokc  to  the  following  efie&:r^My(iGfdS| 
As  I  am  entirely  of  opinion  that  a  more  accurate  examination  <t 
^s  bill  will  evince  its  ufefulne&  and  propriety  to  many  of  the  Lords 
:who  fre  now  moft  ^ardent  in  oppbfing  it,  I  cannot  but  think  it  ne- 
ceffiiry  to  confider  it  in  a  Committee. 

k  is  to  be  remembered,  my  Lords,  that  this  bill  is  intended  ftr 
two  purpofes  of  very  great  importance  to  the  public ;  it  is  defigad 
diat  the  liberties  of  mankind  ihall  be  fecured  by  the  £une  provifioos 
by  which  the  vices  of  our  own  people  are  to  be  reclaimed,  and  fop- 
pUes  for  carrying  on  the  war  {hall  be  raifed  by  a  refonnaoon  of  the 
manner's  of  the  people. 

This,  my  Lords,  is  fordy  a  great  and  generous  defign  ;  this  is  s 
complication  of  public  benefits,  worthy  the  moft  enlted  virtue,  vi 
the  moft  refined  policy;  and  though  a  bill  in  which  views  fo  difiatf 

afc 
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are  to  be  reconciledy  ihould  appear  not  to  be  abfolutely  perfe£t,  it 
muft  yet  be  allowed  to  deferve  regard;  nor  ought  we  to  rejeA 
without  very  cautious  deliberation  any  probable  method  of  reforming 
the  nation,  or  any  eafy  way  of  raifing  fupplies. 

The  encroachment  of  usurpation  without,  and  the  prevalence  of 
vice  within,  is  a  conjun&ion  of  circumftances  very  dangerous ;  and 
to  remove  both  by  the  (ame  means,  is  an  undertaking  that  furely  can* 
not  deferve  either  cenfure  or  contempt ;  if  it  fucceeds,  it  may  de- 
mand the  loudeft  acclamations;  and  if  it  fails,  muft  be  at  leaft 
approved. . 

The  ufe,  my  Lords,  of  fpirituous  liquors,  though  in  the  excefs 
now  fo  frequently  to-be  obferved,  undoubtedly  detrimental  to  multi- 
tudes, is  not,  in  a  proper  degree,  either  criminal  or  unwholefome  ; 
and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  [Prohibited  by  a  tax  fo  heavy  as  has  been 
propofed  by  a  noble  Lord,  who,  if  he  purfues  his  reafoning,  muft 
propofe  to  tax  in  the  fame  proportion  every  other  liquor  that  can 
adminifter  to  vice. 

It  is,  however,  certain,  that  too  much  is  wafted  in  riot  and  de- 
bauchery ;  and  that  therefore  fome  addition  to  the  price  of  this  li- 
quor ought  to  be  made,  that,  though  the  ufe  of  it  may  be  continued^ 
the  excefs  may  be  reftrained. 

What  will  be  the  tSc&s  of  this  Bill,  and  whether  either  of  thefe 
benefits  are  to  be  expeded  from  it,  can  be  known  only  by  an  impar- 
tial examination ;  and  therefore  it  ought  to  be  difcufled  with  that 
accuracy  which  is  peculiar  to  a  Committee. 

Lord  Lonsdale  here  got  up  again,  and  fpoke  to  this  purpofe  :-^ 
My  Lords,  That  a  Bill  which  fiiall  reftrain  the  excefs  6f  drinking 
diftiUed  liquors  without  hindering  their  moderate  ufe,  will  deferve 
the  appkufe  of  every  lover  of  his  country,  I  cannot  deny;  but  that 
any  fuch  Bill  can  be  contrived,  may  very  juftly  be  doubted ;  for  in 
proportion  to  their  price  they  will  always  be  ufed,  and  nothing  can 
binder  excefs  but  a  high  tax,  fuch  as  I  have  already  propofed. 

The  Bill  now  before  us,  my  Lords,  will  indeed  by  no  means  ob- 
fiTu&  the  moderate  ufe,  becaufe  it  will  give  an  unbounded  licence  to 
the  moft  luxurious  excefs;  if  therefore  nothing  more  be  Intended 
in  the  Committee,  than  to  confider  how  far  this  Bill  will  promote 
the  reformation  of  the  people,  it  is  fuvely  not  neccllary  to  engage  in 
any  farther  enquiries* 

Vo  L.  n.  G  g  It 
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It  has  appeared  already,  to  thofe  who  do  not  obfiinately  fhut  their 
eyes,  that  there  is  in  it  no  provifion  for  the  prevention  of  that  abufc 
of  rpirits  which  univerfally  prevails.  It  has  appeared,  that  the 
cheapnefs  of  licences  will  not  hinder  the  prefent  retailers  from  car- 
rying  on  an  illegal  trade  ;  that  information  will  not  now  be  more  fafe 
or  more  frequent  than  before,  and  that  the  duty,  if  not  in  part 
evaded,  may  yet  be  probably  abated  from  the  prefent  profits  of 
the  fale. 

It  has  appeared,  tny  Lords,  that  no  efFe£t  can  be  produced  by 
this  Bill  but  the  promotion  of  debauchery,  the  increafe  of  drunken- 
nefs,  the  fubverfion  of  order,  and  the  decay  of  induftry  j  the  mileries 
of  difcafe,  and  the  rage  of  want. 

But  that  this  Bill  will  not  produce,  at  leaft  for  fome  time,  a  large 
addition  to  the  public  revenues,  has  not  yet  been  proved ;  and  while 
It  is  allowed  that  it  will  raife  money,  I  do  not  wonder  to  hear  it 
fteadily  defended,  becaufe  nothing  more  is  expedled  from  it.  But  as 
I  have  not  yet  converfed  enough  with  ftatefmen  to  perfuade  myielf 
that  the  government  ought  to  be  fupported  by  means  contrary  to  the 
end  for  which  governtnent  is  inftituted,  I  am  ftill  convinced  that 
this  Bill  ought  to  be  rejeded  with  coptempt,  becaufe  it  will  leflea 
the  wealth  of  the  nation  without  any  equivalent  advantage,  and  will 
at  once  impoverifti  the  people,  and  corrupt  them. 

Lord  Ilay  then  fpoke  to  this  efFed : — My  Lords,  I  cannot  but 
be  of  opinion  that  this  debate  has  been  carried  on  with  a  vehemence 
by  no  means  neceflary,  and  that  the  quettion  has  been  perplexed  by 
a  miftaken  zeal,  that  the  eiFedls  of  this  Bill  have  been  exaggerated 
perhaps  on  both  fides,  and  that  the  opinions  which  have  been  formed 
with  relation  to  it,  are  not  really  fo  oppofite  as  they  appear. 

Thofe  who  oppofe  the  Bill,  think  the  duty  upon  fpiritf  not  fo 
high  as  to  hinder  that  debauchery  which  fo  much  prevails  among 
us ;  and  thofe  that  vindicate  it,  declare  that  more  violent  reftraints 
will  not  be  borne.  Both  parties  have  reafon,  ^and  the  vindicators  of 
the  Bill  have  likewife  experience  on  their  fide. 

But,  my  Lords,  though  kvtrc  reftraints  fuddenly  oppofed  to  the 
habits  and  inclinations  of  the  people,  operating  in  their  full  force^ 
and  a  diminution  of  thofe  graufications  will  be  borne  which  cannot 
wholly  be  taken  away,  may  be  broken  throi  *"«  by  reftlefs  ftruggles;, 
and  obftinate  refiftance',  yet  the  iame  law$»  introduced  by  proper 

degrecS| 
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degrees,  will  be  patfently  obeyed ;  this  therefore  may  be  very  pro- 
perly confidered  as  the  firft  tax  neceiTary  to  be  laid,  which  though  it 
may  produce  no  great  eiFeds  in  itfelf,  may  at  leaft  make  way  for  a 
fecond  that  fhall  be  more  fenfibly  felt,  till  at  length  thefe  fatal  fpirits 
(hall  be  raifed  to  a  price  at  which  few  will  be  able,  and  none  willing, 
to  putchafe  one  pleafure  of  drunkennefs. 

But  it  is  not  impoffible  that  even  this  tix,  with  the  other  provifions 
in  the  bill,  may  produce  the  reformation  which  is  unanimoufly  de- 
fired  ;  and  as  violence  (hould  never  be  ufed  till  gentle  methods  have 
been  tried,  this  bill  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  pafled,  and  therefore 
to  be  referred  to  a  Committee  without  further  debate;  for  it  will  be 
thought  both  by  our  allies  and  our  enemies,  that  a  great  part  of  this 
Aflembly  is  very  indifferent  about  the  fuccefs  of  the  war,  if  we  delay 
the  fupplies,  by  difputing  in  what  manner  they  fhall  be  raifed. 

[The  quedion  being  then  put,  whether  the  bill  fhall  be  commit- 
ted, it  was  carried  in  the  afHrmative«  And  the  Lords  Delawar  and 
Hcrvey  being  appointed  tellers,  the  numbers  were 
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It  was  remarked  on  this  occafion,  that  there  being  ten  prelates  in 
the  Houfe,  they  all  divided  againft  the  queftion ;  upon  which  the 
Earl  of  Chefteriield  feeing  them  come  towards  him,  faid,  he  doubted 
if  he  had  not  miflaken  the  fide,  not  having  had  the  honour  of  their 
company  for  many  years. 

Two  days  after,  the  fame  bill  was  confidered  by  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  in  a  committee  to  which  all  of  them  were  fummoncd^  and 
occafioned  another  very  important  and  curious  debate. 
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Ftbruary  23,  1742-3. 
• 
Tbi  title  $/  the  bill  on  Spirituous  Liquirs  being  ready  was  pojiptmed: 
then  the  preamble  was  read^  importing^  "  that  whereas  great  difficult 
^^  ties  and  inconvemencies  had  attended  the  putting  the  ASt  9  Geo.  II. 
•*  in  execution^  and  the  fame  had  not  been  found  effeSlual  to  anfiver 
**  the  purpofes  intended!*  the  Commons  being  dejirous  to  raife  the 
necejjary  fupplies  in  the  eafuji  manner^  do  grant  the  rates  on  Spirituous 
Liquors^  hereafter  mentioned^  and  repeal  the  prefent  rates. 

Lord  Hervey  fpoke  to  the  eiFed  following : — My  Lords,  Not- 
withftanding  the  fpecious  arguments  which  were  ufed  to  influence  the 
Houfe  to  permit  this  bill  to  efcape  the  cenfure  it  deferved,  and  be 
admitted  to  a  farther  examination  in  a  committee,  I  am  ftill  confident 
that  nothing  can  juftly  be  oiFered  in  its  defence ;  and  am  not  afraid  to 
declare  my  opinion,  that  it  is  not  approved  even  by  tbofe  who  vindi- 
cate it ;  of  whom  I  cannot  but  believe,  from  long  experience  of  their 
jtidgment  and  their  knowledge,  that  they  confider  it  only  as  an  eafi 
manner  of  raifing  money,  as  an  expedient  rather  neceflary  than  eli- 
gible, and  fuch  as  only  the  exigencies  of  the  government  could  have 
prevailed  upon  them  to  propofe ;  for  nothing  is  more  evident^  than 
that  it  cannot  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  the  former  bill. 

This,  however  harih  it  may  appear,  and  however  inconfiftent  wiA 
that  delicacy,  with  which  the  debates  of  this  auguft  Aflcmbly  have 
generally  been  carried  on,  muft  furely  be  pardoned  on  this  occafion^ 
if  for  no  other  reafon,  at  leaft  for  this,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  f<Mrbear  it, 
it  is  impoffible  wholly  to  fupprefs  it  in  the  mind }  and  to  forbear  to 
fpeak  what  cannot  but  be  thought,  is  no  part  of  the  duty  of  a  public 
counfellon 

The  conduift  of  thofe  whofe  ftation  fuljeds  them  to  the  refentmeat 
of  the  miniftry,  or  who  may  be  reafonably  imagined  to  exped  favours 
from  them,  has,  throughout  all  our  deliberations  on  this  bill,  been 
fuch  as  evidently  difcovers  their  only  care  to  be  the  impofition  of  a 
new  tax,  and  the  eftablifiiment  of  a  new  fund.  They  do  not  ieem  to 
urge  ferioufly  any  other  argument  than  the  neceflity  of  nufing  money, 
or  to  oppofe  the  obje(5tions  that  have  been  offered,  for  any  other  reafon 
than  becaufe  they  have  a  tendency  to  obftruft  the  fup{rfie8» 

No 
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No  other  argument  can  iiydeed  be  urged  in  vindication  of  a  bill 
which  every  principle  of  policy  or  juftice  muft  incite  us  to  condemn  j 
a  bill  by  which  the  fenfe  of  morality  and  religion  will  be  extinguiihed, 
and  the  reftraints  of  law  made  ineiFedual  -,  by  which  the  labourer 
and  manu^M^urer  will  be  at  once  debilitated  and  corrupted,  and 
by  which  the  roads  will  be  filled  with  thieves,  and  the  ftreets  with 
beggars. 

It  appears,  my  Lords,  from  the  papers  on  the  table,  that  feven 
millions  of  gallons  are  every  year  diftilled  ;  and  experience  {hews  us, 
that  the  quality  of  the  liquor  is  fuch,  that  a  quarter  of  a  pint  is  fuffi. 
cient  to  intoxicate  the  brain*  Upon  this  computation,  my  Lords^ 
It  is  reafonable  to  believe,  that  a  twentieth  part  of  the  labouring  hands 
of  this  nation  are  detained  from  their  proper  occupations  by  this  kind 
of  drunkennels ;  and  confequently  that  a  twentieth  part  of  the  trad« 
is  every  year  loft,  or  perhaps  a  twentieth  part  of  our  people  every 
year  hurried  to  the  grave,  or  di(ablcd  firom  contributing  to  the  public 
good. 

Thefe,  my  Lords,  are  no  doubtful  fads  or  conjedural  calculations^ 
they  are  confirmed  by  the  moft  inconteftible  evidence,  and  eftabliflied 
by  all  the  demonftration  of  arithmetic ;  and  therefore  your  LonUhips 
are  in  no  danger  of  error  from  either  ignorance  or  uncertainty,  but 
muft  determine,  if  you  approve  this  bill,  in  oppofition  to  all  the 
powers  of  conviAion,  and  muft  (et  afide  tefttmony  and  reafon  at  the 
fame  time. 

Thefe  fads,  my  Lords,  are  fo  plain,  that  the  warmeft  advocates 
for  the  bill  have  tacitly  acknowledged  them,  by  propofmg  that,  if  it 
be  found  ineiFedual,  it  fhall  be  amended  in  the  next  feflkm.  \yhat 
efFe£l  this  propofal  may  have  upon  others,  I  know  not;  but  for  my 
pa^t,  I  {ball  never  thinlf  it  allowable  to  fport  with  the  profperity  of 
the  pubKc,  or  to  try  ^periments  by  which,  if  they  fail,  the  lives  of 
thoufands  muft  be  deftroyed.      » 

Such  a  fcheme,  my  Lords,  very  ill  becomes  thofe  to  whom  their 
anceftors  have  tranfmitted  the  illuftrious  charader  of  guardians  of 
the  people  ;  for  furely  fuch  cruelty  was  never  pracliied  by  the  utmofl 
wantonncfs  of  tyranny,  or  the  moft  favage  rage  of  invafion.  No 
man  ever  before  conceived  the  defign  of  fcattering  poifon  for  a  certain 
period  of  time  among  the  people,  only  to  try  what  havoc  it  would 
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What  will  be  the  efFe£ts  of  unreftrained  and  licenfed  debauchery 
may  be  known,  without  the  guilt  of  fo  dreadful  an  experiment,  only 
by  obferving  the  prefent  condud  of  the  people,  even  while  they  are 
hindered  from  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  pleafures,  by  the  terrors  of 
a  penal  law.  Whoever  (hall  be  fo  far  touched  with  the  intereit  of 
the  public,  as  to  extend  his  enquiries  tq  the  loweft  clafies  of  the  peo* 
pie,  will  iind  fome  difeafed,  and  others  vitiated ;  he  will  find  fome 
itnprifoned  by  their  creditors,  and  others  ftarving  their  children  ;  and 
if  he  traces  all  thefe  calamities  and  crimes  to  their  original  caufe^ 
will  find  them  all  to  proceed  from  the  love  of  diftilled  liquors. 

I  know,  my  Lords,  that  in  anfwer  to  all  thefe  expoftulations,  and  a 
thoufand  more,  it  will  be  urged  by  the  minifters  and  their  friends, 
that  there  is  no  other  method  to  be  found  of  raifing  the  fupplies,  and 
that  the  demands  of  the  government  muft  be  fatisfied  at  whatever 
rate,  and  by  whatever  means. 

Though  I  am  very  hr  from  approving  this  aflertion,  I  do  not 
wonder  at  its  prevalence  among  thofe  who  are  enriched  by  every  tax, 
and  whofe  only  claim  to  the  preferments  which  they  enjoy  arifes  from 
their  readinefs  to  concur  in  every  fcheme  for  increafing  the  burdens 
of  the  public  ;  and  therefore  (hall  never  expe£l  their  approbation  of 
any  propofal,  by  which  a  new  tax  may  be  retarded.  Yet  I  cannot 
but  declare  that,  in  my  opinion,  we  ought  to  fufpend  our  proceed- 
ings, that  the  Commons  may  difcover  what  danger  their  negligence, 
precipitation,  or  blind  compliance,  has  brought  upon  the  nation; 
and  that  the  people  may,  by  fo  fignal  a  proof  of  our  difapprobation, 
be  alarmed  againfl:  any  attempt  of  the  fame  kind  under  any  future 
adminiftration. 

This,  my  Lords,  will  be  confidercd,  not  only  by  poftcrity,  but  by 
all  the  wife  and  honeft  men  of  the  prefent  time,  as  a  proof  of  our 
regard  for  virtue,  and  our  attention  to'  the  public  welfare.  This 
condud  will  be  fecretly  approved,  even  by  thofe  who  may  think 
themfelves  obliged  to  oppofe  it  in  public ;  and,  as  it  will  be  moderate 
and  decent,  may  probably  preferve  the  nation  without  irritating  die 
other  Houfe. 

I  therefore  move,  my  Lords,  that  inflead  of  proceeding  in  the  fu« 
perfluous  forms  of  a  Committee,  we  ihould  refume  the  Houfi:,  and 
endeavour  to  obtain  farther  information; 

After  a  ihbrt  fdence.  Lord  Cholmondeley  fpoke  to  this  eSt& : 
My  Lords,  The  obfervations  which,  though  fufficiently  explained 
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and  enforced  in  the  late  debate,  the  noble  Lord  has  been  pleafed  to 
repeat  on  this  occailon,  are  in  themfelves,  indeed,  fufficiently  perti- 
xient,  and  have  been  urged  by  his  Lordfhip  with  uncommon  fpiric 
and  elegance  ;  but  he  ought  to  have  reflected,  that  general  declama- 
tions are  improper  in  a  Committee,  where  the  particular  claufes  of  the 
bill  are  to  be  feparately  confidered. 

I  propofe,  therefore,  that  infte'ad  of  wafting  that  time,  of  which  the 
exigences  of  the  public  now  require  an  uncommon  frugality,  in  ufe- 
lefs  rhetoric,  and  untimely  vehemence,  we  fhould  proceed  to  examine 
in  order  the  diftinS  paragraphs  of  this  bill,  by  which  it  may  more 
eafdy  appear,  whether  it  ought  to  be  rejefted  or  approved. 

It  cannot  indeed  be  propofed,  that  any  of  the  claufes  fhall  be 
amended  in  this  Committee ;  for  the  claims  of  the  Commons,  and 
the  obftinacy  with  which  they  have  always  adhered  to  them,  on 
whatever  they  are  founded,  is  well  known.  I  am  old  enough  to  re- 
member the  animofities  which  have  arifen  between  the  two  Houfes, 
from  attempts  to  adjuft  this  part  of  their  pretenfions ;  animofities 
which  at  this  time  may  be  not  only  dangerous  to  ourfelves,  but  fatal 
to  a  great  part  of  mankind,  and  which  it  ought  therefore  to  be  our 
utmoft  care  not  to  excite. 

Lord  Aylesford  :  —  My  Lords,  Though  the  confideration  of 
the  diftinft  paragraphs  of  the  bill  be,  as  the  noble  Lord  has  very  juftly 
obferved,  the  proper  bufincfs  of  the  Committee  ;  yet  fmce,  as  he  has 
likewife  obferved,  the  prefent  ftate  of. our  affairs  requires  unufual  ex- 
pedition, I  think  we  may  very  properly  fpare  ourfelves  the  trouble  of 
confidering  paragraphs  which  we  cannot  amend ;  and  which  arc  in 
themfelves  fo  clear  and  fo  obvious,  that  they  may  be  underftood  in 
their  full  extent  upon  a  curfory  perufal. 

But,  my  Lords,  though  J  think  it  not  proper  to  follow  our  u(u:jl 
method  of  confidering  the  paragraphs  diihnjlly,  which  can  only 
drive  the  bill  forward  towards  tlie  third  reading,  as  it  has  already 
been  forced  into  the  Committee ;  yet  I  thliik  it  not  ncceflary  to 
irritate  the  other  Houfe,  alarm  our  allies,  or  encourage  our  enemies, 
by  rejecting  that  bill  by  which  it  is  iiitciided  that  the  fupplies  (hall  be 
raifed.  Inhere  is  an  eafy  and  moderate  method  by  w.iich  the  fame 
end  may  be  attained  without  any  difturbance  of  the  public,  any  im- 
pediment of  th|B  fchcmcs  of  the  government,  or  any  juft  oft'cnce  to 
0c  Commons^ 
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Inftcad  of  paflSng  or  rejcaing  this  bill,  of  which  the  firft  is  abfo- 
iitcly  criminal,  and  the  fecond  perhaps  improper,  let  us  only  delay 
it,  by  which  we  fliall  give  the  Commons  time  to  refle<St  upon  it, 
to  re-examine  it,  and  difcovcr,  what  they  perhaps  have  not  hitherto 
fufpeScd,  its  deftruftive  tendency.  Nor  can  It  be  doubted,  but  the 
obfervations  which  will  arife  from  the  neceffity  of  enquiring  into  the 
reafons  of  our  condudt,  will  foon  induce  them  to  form  another  bill 
not  liable  to  the  fame  objedions  ^  I  therefore  fecond  the  noble  Lord's 
motion  to  refume  the  Houfe. 

Lord  Ilay  : — My  Lords,  If  we  confider  the  pretentions  of  the 
Commons,  and  the  ftubbornnefs  with  which  they  have  hitherto  ad- 
hered to  them,  we  ihall  eafily  find  the  impropriety  of  the  noble  Lord's 
motion,  and  forefee  the  inefEcacy  of  the  methods  which  he  fo  warmly 
recommends. 

The  alarm  which  he  fuppofes  us  to  give  the  Commons  by  poft- 
poning  the  bill  before  us,  the  obfervations  which  they  will  make  upon 
our  condud,  the  new  informations  which  they  will  receive,  and  the 
new  bill  which  they  will  fend,  are  merely  imaginary.  They  will  not 
conftder  themfelves  as  concerned  in  the  delay  or  expedition  of  our 
procedure,  but  will  fuppofe  us  to  zA  upon  our  own  reafons,  which 
it  is  not  neceffary  for  them  to  examine,  and  will  by  no  means  fend 
another  bill  for  fupplies,  till  they  are  informed  that  this  is  rejeded. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  we  ihall  only  retard  the  fupplies,  without  alter- 
ing, or  being  able  to  alter,  the  method  of  railing  them  ;  and  at  laft 
pafs  that  bill,  without  examination,  which  we  now  negled  to  examine^ 
left  we  Ihould  pafs  it ;  or  perhaps  irritate  the  Commons  by  the  novelty 
of  our  conduct,  which,  if  they  (hould  refolve  to  confider  it,  they  will 
probably  confider  only  to  cenfure. 

Lord  Ayl£sford  : — My  Lords,  I  am  no  ftranger  to  the  claims 
of  the  Commons  to  the  fole  and  independent  right  of  forming  money- 
bills,  nor  to  the  heat  with  which  that  claim  has  been  aflerted,  or  the 
firmnefs  with  which  it  has  always  been  maintained  in  late  Senates. 
Nor  am  I  ignorant,  that  by  contefting  this  claim,  we  have  fometimes 
excited  difputes  which  nothing  but  a  prorogation  of  the  Senate  could 
appeafe. 

I  know,  my  Lords,  and  allow,  that  by  aSing  in  any  unufual  man- 
ner with  regard  to  bills  of  this  kind,  we  may  excite  the  refentment  of 
the  Cpmmons,  and  that  fome  interruption  of  the  public  buiinefs  may^ 
^or  want  of  candour  and  moderation,  pof&bly  enfue. 

But, 
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But,  my  Lords,  I  cannot  think  the  poi&bility  of  an  ill  confequence 
an  3rgument  fufficient  to  ihew  the  unreafonablenefs  of  my  propofal ; 
for  the  inconveniencies  that  may  arife  from  poftponing  the  bill,  are 
only  poflible,  but  the  calamities  that  we  (ball  bring  upon  our  country 
by  paffing  it  are  certain,     ^ 

But  we  are  likewife  to  confider,  my  Lords,  that  thele  events,  of 
which  it  can  only  be  faid  that  they  may  happen,  may  alfo  not  happen* 
When  I  refled,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  an  Aflembly  of  reafon- 
able  beings,  that  it  is  filled  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  Britilh 
people,  by  men  who  will  ihare  the  calamities  of  the  public,  and  whofe 
jntereft  it  is  equally  with  ours  to  prevent  the  deftrudion  of  our  com- 
merce, the  decay  of  our  manufadures,  the  corruption  of  the  prefent 
age,  and  the  ruin  of  pofterity,  I  cannot  but  hope  that  they  will  apply 
themfelves  to  a  candid  review  of  the  bill  which  they  have  fent,  and 
without  heat,  jealoufy,  or  difputes,  explain  it  as  they  may  do  by 
another,  which  will  i^e  no  deviation  from  the  rules  which  they  have 
cftabli(hed  for  themfelves,  and  by  which  they  may  fecure  the  happt* 
nefs  of  their  country  without  receding  from  their  own  prelenfi«ns* 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  -.--My  Lords,  The  propo£il  made  by  the 
noble  Lord  appears  to  me  fo  prudent  and  equitable,  fo  moderate  and 
fo  feafonable,  and,  in  my  opinion,  fuggefts  fo  eafy  a  method  of  recon- 
ciling the  pretenfions  of  the  Commons  with  the  necefl^ty  of  amending 
the  bill,  that  I  cannot  but  think  it  worthy  of  the  unanimous  appro- 
bation  of  your  Lord(hips. 

I  am  very  far  from  conceiving  the  Commons  to  be  an  Aflembly 
of  men  deaf  to  reafon,  or  imagining  them  fo  void  of  all  regard  for 
the  happinefs  of  the  public,  as  that  they  will  facrifice  it  to  an  obfti- 
nate  adherence  to  claims  which  they  cannot  but  know  to  be  in  them- 
(elves  difputable,  and  of  which  they  muft,  at  ieaft,  allow  that  they 
are  only  fo  far  juft  as  they  contribute  to  the  great  end  of  government, 
the  general  good. 

But  left  they  fhould  by  any  perverfe  and  unfeafonable  obftinacy 
attend  more  to  the  prefervation  of  their  own  power,  than  to  the  pro- 
motion of  the  happinefs  of  their  conftituents,  a  method  is  now  pro- 
pofed,  by  which  the  errors  of  this  bill  may  be  correfted,  without  any 
conceflion  of  either  Houfe.  1  he  Commons  may  eafily  be  informed 
of  the  dangers  which  are  juftly  dreaded  from  this  btli ;  and  may 
therefore  prepare  another,  by  which  a  tax  of  the  feme  kind  may  be 
laid,  without  a  general  licence  of  drunkennefs ;  or  if  a  method  of 

laying 


4S'  DEBATE       ON  [fEB.  23, 

laying  a  duty  upon  thefc  liquors,  which  may  at  once  hinder  their 
exceffive  ufe,  and  increafe  the  revenue  of  the  government,  cannot 
be  difcovercd,  they  may  raifc  the  fupplies  for  the  year  by  feme  other 
fcheme. 

Lord  Carteret: — My  Lords,  As  the  expedient  propofed  by 
thefe  noble  Lords,  however  it  may  be  recommended,  as  being  at 
once  moderate  and  efficacious,  has  in  reality  no  other  tendency  than 
to  procure  an  abfolute  rejeftion  of  this  bill,  it  is  proper  to  confidcr 
the  confequences  which  may  be  reafonably  expeded  from  the  meafures 
which  they  have  hitherto  propofed. 

In  order  to  the  effedual  reftraint  of  the  common  people  from  the 
ufe  of  thefe  pernicious  liquors,  they  aflert  the  neceflity  of  impofinir 
a  vcr^  large  duty  to  be  paid  by  the  diftiller,  which,  might  indeed  pro- 
duce in  fome  degree  the  effect  which  they  expedt  from  it,  but  would 
produce  it  by  giving  rife  to  innumerable  frauds  and  inconveniencies. 

The  immediate  confequence  of  a  heavy  duty  would  be  the  ruin  of 
our  diftillery,  which  is  now  a  very  extenfive  and  profitable  trade,  in 
which  great  multitudes  are  employed,  who  muft  inftantly,  upon  the 
ceiiation  of  it,  fink  into  poverty.  Our  ftills,  my  Lords,  not  only 
fupply  our  natives  with  liquors  which  they  ufed  formerly  to  purcbafe 
from  foreign  countries,  and  therefore  increafe,  or  at  leaft  preferve  the 
wealth  of  our  country ;  but  they  likewife  furniih  large  quantities  for 
.exportation  to  Guernfey,  Jerfey,  and  other  places.  But  no  fooner 
will  the  duty  propofed  to  be  laid  upon  this  liquor  take  place,  than  all 
this  trade  will  be  at  an  end,  and  thofe  who  now  follow  it  will  be 
reduced  to  fupport  themfelves  by  other  employments ;  and  thofe 
countries  in  which  our  fpirits  are  now  drank,  will  be  foon  fupplied 
fcooi  other  nations  with  liquors  at  once  cheaper  and  more  plcalant. 

It  may  be  propofed  as  an  expedient  for  the  prefcrvation  of  our 
foreign  trade,  that  the  duty  Ihall  be  repaid  upon  exportation  ;  but  the 
f  vent  of  this  provifion,  my  Lords,  will  be,  that  great  quantities  will 
be  fent  to  fea  for  the  fake  of  obtaining  a  re*payment  of  the  duty, 
which,  inftead  of  being  fold  to  foreigners,  will  be  privately  landed 
again  upon  our  own  coafts. 

Thus,  my  Lords^  will  the  duty  be  collected,  and  afterwards  repaid^ 
;ind  the  government  will  fufFer  the  odium  of  impofing  a  (tvcrc  tax, 
and  incur  the  expence  of  employing  a  great  number  of  officers,  with- 
out any  advantage  tq  the  public.     Spirits  will>  in  m^ny  ports  of  the 
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Icingdom,  be  very  little  dearer  than  at  prefent,  and  drunkennefs  and 
debauchery  will  dill  prevail. 

That  thefe  arts,  and  a  thoufand  others,  will  be  praflifed  by  the 
people  to  obtain  this  infatuating  liquor,  cannot  be  doubted.  It  can- 
not be  imagined  that  tl:ey  will  forbear  frauds,  who  have  had  recourfe 
to  violence,  or  that  thofe  wilj  not  endeavour  to  elude  the  government, 
who  have  already  defied  it. 

Every  rigorous  law  will  be  cither  fecretly  evaded,  or  openly  violated; 
every  fevefe  reftraint  will  be  fliaken  off  either  by  artifice  or  vice ;  nor 
can  this  vice,  however  dangerous  or  prevalent,  be  corrected  but  by 
flow  degrees,  by  ftraightening  the  reins  of  government  imperceptibly, 
and  by  fuperaddijig  a  fecond  flight  reftraint,  after  the  nation  has  beea 
for  fome  time  habituated  to  the  firft. 

That  the  government  proceeds  by  thefe  cafy  and  gentle  methods  of 
reformation,  ought  not  to  be  imputed  to  negligence,  but  neceffity  ; 
for  fo  far  has  the  government  been  from  any  connivance  at  this  vice, 
that  an  armed  force  was  necefiary  to  fupport  the  laws  which  were 
made  to  reftrain  it,  and  fecure  the  chief  perfons  of  the  ftate  from  the 
infults  of  the  populace,  whom  they  had  only  provoked  by  denying 
them  this  pernicious  liquor. 

Since  therefore,  my  Lords,  all  oppofitipn  to  this  predominant  in- 
clination has  appeared  without  effect,  iince  the  government  evidently 
wants  power  to  conquer  the  united  .and  inceifant  ftruggles  for  the 
liberty  of  drunkennefs,  what  retrains  but  that  this  vice  fbould  pro- 
duce ibme  advantage  to  the  public,  in  return  for  the  innumerable 
evils  which  arife  from  it,  and  that  the  government  fhould  fnatch  the 
firft  opportunity  of  taxing  that  vice  which  cannot  be  reformed  ? 

This  duty  arifes,  indeed,  from  a  concurrence  of  different  caufes^ 
of  juft  defigns  in  the  government,  and  of  bad  inclinations  in  the 
people.  The  tax  is  juft,  and  well  meant ;  but  it  can  be  made 
fuffictent  to  fupport  the  expences  to  which  it  is  appropriated,  only 
by  the  refolution  of  the  populace  to  continue  in  fome  degree  their 
ufual  luxury. 

I  am  far,  my  Lords,  from  thinking  this  method  of  raifing  n^oney 
eligible  for  its  own  fake,  or  juftifiable  by  any  other  plea  than  that  of 
neceffity.  If  it  were  poffible  at  once  to  extinguifti  the  thifft  pf  fpirits, 
no  man  who  had  any  regard  for  virtue,  or  for  happincfs,  would  pro- 
pofc  to  augment  the  revenue  by  a  tax  upon  them. 

But, 
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But,  my  Lords,  rigour  has  been  already  tried,  and  found  to  be 
vain  }  it  has  been  found  equally  fruitlefs  to  forbid  the  people  to  ufe 
ipirits,  as  to  forbid  a  man  in  a  dropfy  to  drink.  The  force  of  appe- 
tite long  indulged,  and  by  indulgence  made  fuperior  to  the  controol 
of  reafon,  is  not  to  be  overcome  at  once ;  it  cannot  be  fubdued  by 
a  fingle  effort,  but  may  be  weakened ;  new  habits  of  a  more  innocent 
kind  may  in  time  be  fuperinduced,  and  one  deiire  may  counterbalanoe 
another. 

We  muft  endeavour,  my  Lords,  by  juft  degrees,  to  withdraw  their 
afie£tions  from  this  pernicious  enjoyment,  by  making  the  attainment 
of  it  every  year  fomewhat  more  difficult :  but  we  muft  not  quicken 
their  wiihes,  and  exafperate  their  reientment,  by*  depriving  them  at 
cmce  of  their  whole  felicity.  By  this  method,  my  Lords,  I  doubt  not 
but  we  ihall  obtain  what  we  have  hitherto  endeavoured  with  fo  Utde 
fuccefs  ;  and  I  believe  that  though,  in  open  defiance  of  a  fevere  law, 
fyirits  are  now  fold  in  every  ftreet  of  this  city,  a  gende  reftraint  wBI, 
in  a  fhort  time,  divert  the  minds  of  the  people  to  other  entertain- 
ments,  and  the  vice  of  drinking  fpirits  will  be  forgotten  among  us. 

Lord  Hervey  then  rofe  up  again,  and  (poke  to  the  efk£k  foDow- 
ing : — My  Lords,  Though  I  have  always  confidered  this  bill  as  at 
once  wicked  and  abfurd,  I  imagined  till  now  that  the  projedors  of 
it  would  have  been  able  to  have  argued  at  leaft  fpecioufly,  Aough  not 
folidly,  in  defence  of  it ;  nor  did  I  imagine  it  to  have  been  wholly 
indefenfible,  till  I  difcovered  how  little  the  extenfive  knowledge,  Ae 
long  experience,  and  the  penetrating  forefight  of  the  noble  Lord  who 
ipoke  laft,  enabled  him  to  produce  in  vindication  of  it. 

His  Lord(hip*s  argument  is  reducible  to  this  fingle  afiertion,  that 
the  drinking  diftilled  liquors  cannot  be  prevented;  and  from  thence 
he  drew  this  inference,  that  frncc  it  is  a  point  of  wifdom  to  t^^^ 
misfortunes  to  advantage,  we  ought  to  contrive  methods  by  which 
the  debauchery  of  the  people  may  enrich  the  government. 

Though  we  fhould  fuppofe  the  afiertion  true  in  any  fenfe  belov 
that  of  abfolute  phyfical  impoffibility,  the  inference  is  by  no  means 
juft ;  fince  it  is  the  duty  of  governors  to  ftruggle  againft  vice,  and 
promote  virtue  with  incefiant  afiiduity,  notwithftanding  the  difficul- 
ties that  may  for  a  time  hinder  the  wifeft  and  moft  rigorous  meaforts 
from  fuccefs.  That  governor  who  defifts  from  his  endeavours  of 
reformation,  becaufe  they  have  I^een  once  baffled,  in  reality  abandon^ 

his 
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his  ftation  and  dererts  his  charge,  nor  deferves  any  other  charaAer 
than  that  of  laztnefs,  negligence,  or  cowardice. 

The  prefervation  of  virtue  where  it  fubfifts,  and  die  recorery  of  it 
where  it  is  loft,  are  the  only  valuable  purpofes  of  government.  La^i^ 
which  do  not  promote  thefe  ends  are  ufelefs,  and  thofe  that  obviate 
them  are  pernicious.  The  government  that  takes  advantage  of  wicked 
inclinations,  by  accident  predominant  in  the  people,  and,  for  any 
temporary  convenience,  inftead  of  leading  them  back  to  virtue^ 
plunges  them  deeper  into  vice,  is  no  longer  a  facred  inftitution,  be- 
caufe  it  is  no  longer  a  benefit  to  fociety.  It  is  from  that  time  a  fyftem 
of  wickednefs,  in  which  bad  ends  are  promoted  by  >bad  means,  and 
one  crime  operates  in  fubordination  to  another. 

But,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  neceilary  to  ihew  the  unreafonablenefs  of 
the  inference,  becaufe  the  aflertion  from  which  it  is  deduced  cannot 
be  proved.  That  the  exceffive  ufe  of  diftilled  liquors  cannot  be  pre- 
vented, is  a  very  daring  paradox,  not  only  contrary  to  the  experience 
of  all  paft  times,  but  of  the  prefent ;  for  the  law,  which  is  now  to  be 
repealed,  did  in  a  great  degree  produce  the  ctk£t&  defired  from  it, 
till  the  execution  of  it  was  fufpended,  not  by  the  inability  of  the 
magiftrates  or  obftinacy  of  the  people,  but  by  the  artifice  of  minifters, 
who  promoted  the  fale  of  fpirits  fecretly,  for  the  fame  reafon  which 
incites  our  pre&nt  more  dariog  politicians  to  eftablifli  the  ufe  of  them 
by  a  law. 

The  defeats  of  this  law,  for  that  it  was  defe^ve  cannot  be  denied, 
were  in  the  manner  of  levying  the  duty ;  for  had  half  the  duty  that 
was  demanded  from  the  unlicenfed  retailers,  been  required  from  the 
diftiller,  there  had  been  no  need  of  informations ;  nor  had  we  been 
ftunned  with  the  difmal  accounts  of  the  rage- and  cruelty  of  the  peo^ 
pie,  or  the  violent  deaths  of  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  grow  rich  by 
commencing  profecutions.  The  duty  had  been  regularly  paid,  the 
liquors  had  been  made  too  dear  for  common  ufe,  and  the  tume  of 
ijpirits  had  been  in  a  (hort  time  forgotten  amongft  us. 

From  this  defedl,  my  Lords,  aroCb  all  the  difficulties  and  inconve- 
niencies  that  have  impeded  the  execution  of  the  law,  and  prevented 
the  tSkSta  that  were  expeded  from  it,  and  by  one  amendment  they 
alight  be  all  removed. 

But  inftead  of  endeavouring  to  improve  the  efficacy  of  the  remedy 
which  was  before  propoied  for  this  univerfal  malady,  we  are  now  told, 
that  it  was  too  forcible  to  take  ctkSt^  and  that  it  only  failed  by  the 

vigour 
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vigour  of  its  operation.  We  are  informed,  that  the  work  of  rdo- 
mation  ought  not  to  be  difpatched  with  too  much  expedition,  tis 
fnanlcind  cannot  poflibly  be  made  virtuous  at  once,  and  that  tk* 
muft  be  drawn  off  from  their  habits  by  juft  degrees,  without  tk 
violence  of  a  fudden  change. 

What  degrees  the  noble  Lord  propofes  to  recommend,  or  whs! 
advantage  he  expects  from  allowing  the  people  a  longer  time  to  cq». 
firm  their  habits,  I  am  not  able  to  difcover.  He  appears  to  me  ratfaff 
to  propofe  an  experiment  than  a  law,  and  rather  to  intend  the  im- 
provement of.  policy,  than  the  fafety  of  the  people. 

This  experiment  is,  indeed,  of  a  very  daring  kind,  in  which  not 
only  the  money  but  the  lives  of  the  people  are  hazarded :  their  moncj 
has,  indeed,  in  all  ages  been  fubjed  to  the  caprices  of  ftatefmen,  bat 
their  lives  ought  to  be  exempt  from  fuch  dangerous  practices,  hecaulr, 
when  once  loft,  they  can  never  be  recovered.  By  this  bill,  however, 
it  is  contrived  to  lay  poifon  in  the  way  of  th^people,  poifon  which 
we  know  will  be  eagerly  devoured  by  a  fourth  part  of  the  nation, 
and  will  prove  fatal  to  a  great  number  of  thofe  thal^4afte  it ;  nor 
of  this  project  is  any  defence  made,  but,  that  ilnce  the  people  love  id 
fwallow  poifon,  it  may  be  of  advantage  to  the  government  to  fell  it. 

It  might  not  be  improper,  my  Lords,  to  publifh  to  the  people, 
by  a  formal  proclamation,  the  benevolent  intentions  of  their  gover- 
nors ;  and  inform  them,  that  licenfed  murderers  are  to  be  appointed, 
at  whofe  (hops  they  may  infallibly  be  deftroyed,  without  any  danger 
of  legal  cenfures,  provided  they  take  care  to  ufe  the  poifon  pre- 
fcfribed  by  the  government,  and  increafe  by  their  death  the  puUic 
revenue. 

That  money  only  is  defired  from  this  bill,  is  not  only  obvious  from 
the  firft  perufal  of  it,  but  confeffed  even  by  thofe  who  defend  it ;  but 
not  one  has  continued  to  aflert,  that  it  will  produce  a  reformation  of 
manners,  or  recommended  it  other  wife  than  as  an  experiment. 

For  this  reafon,  my  Lords,  I  ftill  think  my  motion  for  pofipooing 
the  bill  very  reafonable,  nor  do  I  make  any  fcruple  to  confefe  that  I 
propofe  by  poflponing,  only  a  more  gentle  and  inoiFenfive  method  of 
dropping  it,  that  fome  other  .way  of  raifing  the  fupplies  may  be 
attempted^  or  that  the  duty  may  be  raifed  to  three  {hillings  a  gallon; 
the  loweft  tax  that  can  be  laid  with  a  defign  of  reformation. 

This, method,  my  Lords,  or  any  other  by  which  another. bill  may 
be  procured,  fliould  be  purfued  |  for  whatever  fcbemes  (be  Comoioos 
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may  fubftitutCy  the  nation  can  fuffer  nothing  by  the  change,  they 
cannot  raife  money  in  any  other  manner,  but  with  lefs  injury  to  the 
public  ;  fince,  the  greateft  calamity  which  wrong  meafures  can 
poffibly  produce,  is  the  propagation  of  wickednefs,  and  the  eftablifli- 
ment  of  debauchery. 

Lord  Bath  then  fpoke  in  fubftance  as  follows  : — My  Lords,  that 
this  bill  is,  with  great  propriety,  called  an  experiment,  I  am  ready  to 
allow,  but  do  not  think  the  juflnefs  of  that  expre/lion  any  forcible 
argument  againft  it ;  becaufe  I  know  not  any  law  that  can  be 
propofed  for  the  fame  end,  without  equally  deferving  the  fame 
appellation. 

All  the  fchemesof  govcrn^iient,  my  Lords,  have  been  perfected  by 
flow  degrees,  and  the  defects  of  every  regulation  fupplied  by.  the 
wifdom  of  fucceffive  generations.  No  man  has  yet  been  founds 
whofe  difcernment,  however  penetrating,  has  enabled  him  todifcover 
all  the  confequences  of  a  new  law,  nor  to  perceive  all  the  fallacies 
thatitt  includes,  or  all  the  inconveniencies  that  it  may  produce  ;  the 
firft  eiTay  of  a  new  regulation  is,  therefore,  only  an  experiment 
made,  in  fome  degree,  at  random  ;  and  to  be  redtified  by  fubfequent 
obfervations,  in  making  which,  the  moil  prudent  condu£l  is  only  to 
take  care  that  it  may  produce  no  ill  confequences  of  great  im- 
portance, before  there  may  be  an  opportunity  of  reviewing  it. 

This  maxim,  my  Lords,  is,  in  my  opinion,  ftridly  regarded  in 
the  prefent  attempt,  which  in  itfelf  is  an  affair  of  very  great  per- 
plexity. The  health  and  virtue  of  the  people  are  to  be  regarded  on 
one  part,  and  the  continuance  of  a  very  gainful  and  extenfive  manu- 
failure  on  the  other ;  a  manufacture,  by  which  only,  or  chiefly,  the 
produce  of  our  own  nation  is  employed  i  and  on  which,  therefore,  the 
value  of  lands  mufl  very  much  depend. 

Manufaftur^s  of  this  kind,  my  Lords,  ought  never  to  be  violently 
or  fuddenly  fupprefled.  if  nhey  are  pernicious  to  the  nation  in  ge- 
neral, they  are,  at  leaft,  uieful  to  a  very  great  part,  and  to  fome, 
who  have  no  other  employment,  ncccfiary  \  and  in  the  defien  of 
putting  a  flop  to  any  detrimental  trade,  care  is  always  to  be  taken 
that  the  inconvenience  exceed  not  the  beneflt,^  and  time  be  allowed 
for  thofe  that  are  engaged  in  it  to  withdraw  to  fome  other  bufmefs, 
and  for  the  commodities  that  are  confumed  by  it,  to  be  introduced 
at  fome  other  market,  or  directed  to  fome  other  ufc. 

Thcfe 
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Hide  cautions  are  in  this  bill  very  judlcioufly  obferved.  The 
trade,  which  all  allow  to  adminifter  fupplies  to  debauchery,  and  fud 
to  difeafes,  will,  by  the  provifions  in  this  bill,  fink  away  by  degrees, 
and  the  health  and  virtue  of  the  people  will  be  preferved  or  reftored 
mithout  murmurs  or  pommotions. 

We  muft  confid^r,  likewife,  my  Lords,  the  neceffity  of  raifing 
fupplies,  and  the  fuccefs  with  which  they  have  hitherto  been  raifed 
upon  the  fcheme  which  is  now  under  your  confideration. 

In  examining  the  neceffity  of  procuring  fupplies,  I*lhall  notexpa* 
tiate  upon  the  prefent  danger  of  the  liberties  of  all  this  part  of  the 
world ;  upon  the  diftrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  the  neceffity  of 
preferving  the  balance  of  power,  or  the  apparent  defigns  of  the 
antient  and  inceflant  difturbers  of  mankind,  topics  which  have  been 
on  former  occafions  fufficiently  explained. 

It  is  now  only  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  the  ftate  of  our  afiairs 
requires  expedition,  and  that  a  happy  peace  can  only  be  expected 
from  a  fuccefsful  war,  and  that  war  can  only  be  made  fuccefsful  by 
vigour  and  difpatch. 

If  by  liberal  grants  of  money,  and  ready  concurrence  in  all  oc^ 
ceilary  meafures,  we  enable  his  Majefty  to  raife  a  powerful  army, 
there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  that  a  fingle  campaign  may  procure  peace, 
that  it  may  eftabliih  the  liberties  of  Europe,  and  raife  our  allies  who 
were  fo  lately  diftreffed,  to  their  former  greatnefs. 

Thefe  fupplies,  my  Lords,  which  are  fo  evidently  neceflary,  may, 
by  the  method  now  propofed^  be  eafily,  fpeedily,  and  cheaply  raifed. 
Upon  the  fecurity  which  this  a£l  will  aiFord,  large  fums  are  already 
ofiered  to  the  government  at  the  low  intereft  of  three  for  a  htuidred, 
by  thofe  who,  if  the  conditions  of  the  loan  are  changed,  will  perhaps 
demand  four  in  a  few  days,  or  raife  money  by  a  combination  to  the 
rate  of  five  or  fix  for  a  hundred ;  of  which  I  would  not  remark 
how  much  it  will  embarrafs  the  public  meafures,  or  how  much  it 
will  encourage  our  enemies  to  an  obftinate  refiftance. 

Such,  my  Lords,  are  the  inconveniencies  to  be  feared  from  rejeSt* 
ing  this  bill,  or  from  poftponing  it ;  by  which  is  plainly  intended 
only  a  more  gentle  and  tender  manner  of  reje£Ung  it,  by  hinting  to 
the  Commons  your  difapprobation  of  it,  and  the  neceffity  of  fending 
up  another,  which  you  cannot  do  without  hazarding  the  peace  of  the 
nation  and  the  fate  of  the  war. 

The 
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Tte  Commons,  who  are  not  obliged  to  enquire  what  reception 
their  bills  find  here,  may  perhaps  not  immediately  prepare  another, 
but  fufier  time  to  elapfe,  till  nedeffity  fliall  oblige  us  to  comply  with 
thole  meafures  w^iich  we  cannot  approve. 

They  may  Itkewife,  by  a  kind  of  fenatorial  ctaft^  elude  all  otif  pre-' 
cautions,  and  make  the  rejedion  of  the  bill  inefFedual^  as  was  once 
done,  when  a  bill  for  a  tax  upon  leather  was  rejeded ;  the  Com- 
mons, determining  Hot  to  be  dire£bd  in  the  methods  of  raiAng 
money,  fent  up  the  fame  bill  with  only  a  fmall  alteration  of  the  title, 
to  lay  a  diity  upon  tanned  hides,  whieh  the  Lords  were,  for  want  of 
time,  obliged  to  pafs« 

But,  my  Lords,  Ihould  the  other  Houfe  difcover  in  this  iingle 
inftance,  any  uncominon  degree  of  flexibility  and  compIaifance« 
(hould  they  patiently  endure  the  rejefHon  of  the  bill,  admit  the 
validity  of  the  reafons  upon  which  your  Lordihips  have  proceeded^ 
and  willingly  engage  in  drawing  up  a  new  fcbeme  for  raifmg  fupplies  ; 
even  upon  this  fuppofition,  which  is  more  fivourable  than  can  rea- 
fonlbly  be  formed,  the  bufinefs  of  the  year  will  be  very  much  per* 
plexed,  and  the  new  bill  hurried  into  a  law  without  fuficient  caution 
or  deliberation. 

The  feffion  is  now,  my  Lords,  fo  far  advanced,  that  many  of  the 
Commons  have  retired  into  die  country,  wbofe  advice  and  aiSflrance 
may  be  necefiary  in  the  projedion  of  a  new  money  bill,  fo  that  the 
new  bill  muft  be  formed  in  a  ihort  time,  and  thin  Houfe  ;  and,  in- 
deed, the  multiplicity  of  confiderations  necefiary  to  another  bill  of 
this  kind,  is  fuch,  that  I  cannot  think  it  prudent  to  advife  or 
undertake  it. 

The  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  muft  ftrike  out  another 
fcheme  for  a  confiderable  impoft,  which,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
nation,  is  in  itfelf  no  eafy  talk.  This  fcheme  muft  be  fo  adjufted  as 
to  be  confiftent  with  all  the  other  taxes,  which  will  require  long  con- 
fultations  and  accurate  enquiries.  It  muft  then  ftruggle,  perhaps, 
through  an  obftinate  and  artful  oppofition^  before  it  can  pafs  through 
the  forms  of  the  other  Houfe;  and,  when  it  comes  before  your 
Lordihips,  may  be  again  oppofed  with. no  lefs  ^al  than  the  bill 
before  us,'  and  perhaps  likewife  with  equal  reafon. 

All  thefe  dangers  and  difficulties  will  be  avoided  by  trying,  for  a 
iingle  year,  the  experiment  which  is  now  propofed ;  and  which,  if 
that  ihould  fail,  may  be  better  adjufted  in  the  time  of  leifure,  which 
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dfc|  beginning  ci  the  next  feffion  will  undoubtedly  aSbrd  $  befive 
which  dme  I  am  afraid  no  amendment  can  poffibly  be  made. 

It  has  been  propofed,  indeed,  by  the  noble  Lord,  that  three 
fliillings  Ibould  be  laid  upon  every  gallon  of  diftilled  liquors,  which 
would  undoubtedly  lefien  the  confumption,  but  would  at  the  iame 
time  deftroy  the  trade }  a  trade  from  which  large  profits  may  be  ia 
time  gained  j  fmce  our  diftillers  have  now  acquired  fuch  ikill^  that 
the  mofl  delicate  palate  Cannot  diftinguiih  their  liquors  from  diofe 
which  fereignera  import. 

If  the  duty  be  railed  to  the  height  propoled,  it  muft  be  allowed  to 
be  re-paid  for  all  that  Ihall  be  exported ;  otherwife  foreign  nations 
will  deprive  us. of  this  part  of  our  trade ',  and  it  has  been  already 
fliewn,  that  by  mock  exportations  the  duty  may  be  frequendy  evaded. 

ThttSt  my  Lords,  there  will  be  difficulties  on  either  hand  ;  if  a 
duty  fo  high  be  paid,  the  manufiidurer  will  be  ruined  j  if  it  be  evaded, 
the  Gonfnmption  will  be  leflened. 

One  inconvenience  will  eafily  be  difcovered  to  be  the  necefiary 
confequence  of  any  confiderable  advance  of  the  price.  We  may  be 
tertain  that  an  ad  of  the  Senate  will  not  moderate  the  pafiions,  or 
alter  the  appetites  of  the  people ;  and  that  they  will  not  be  left  de- 
iirous  of  their  ufual  gratifications,  becaufe  they  are  denied  them. 
The  poor  may,  indeed,  yield  to  nectffity,  unlefi^  they  find  themfelves 
able  to  rafift  the  law,  or  to  evade  it ;  but  thde  who  can  afford  to 
pleafe  their  tafb,  or  exah  their  fpirits  at  a  greater  expence,  will  ftill 
riot  as  before,  but  with  this  difi^nce,  that  their  excefles  wiU  pro- 
duce no  advantage  to  the  puhlic. 

If  an  additional  duty  of  d>ree  {hillings  be  laid  upon  every  gallon  of 
diftilled  liquors,  the  pr6dttA  of  our  own  diftillery  will  be  dearer  Aan 
thofe  liqabrs  which  are  imported  from  foreign  parts ;  and,  tlieitfore^ 
it  cannot  but  be  expefled  diat  the  money  which  now  circdates 
amongfl  us^  will  in  a  fbort  thne  be  dandeftiaely  carried  into  odxr 
countries. 

Such,  my  Lords,  will  be  the  ttkA  of  thofe  taxes  which  are  lb 
ftrongly  recommended }  and,  therefore^  they  ought  not  to  be  hn- 
pofed,  till  all  other  methods  of  proceeding  have  been  found  ineflSedttalr 

It  is  potMe,  indeed,  tfiat  the  regulation  fpecified  in  this  biO,  may 
hot  produce  any  beneficial  efied,  and  that  the  prefent  prance  of  de« 
bancbery  may  ftill  continue  among  the  people  ^  but  it  is  likewife 
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poffible  that  this  tax  itiay,  by  increafing  the  pride^*  aiigment  the 
revenue  at  the  fame  time  that  it  leflens  the  confumpdon. 

This  prot)oral  has  by  fome  Lords  been  treated  as  d  pafadox ;  but 
they  certainly  fufpefted  it  of  falfehood^  only  for  waiit  of  patience  to 
form  the  calculations  neceflary  in  fuch  dif<Jtiifitions;  The  tax  of  the 
laft  year  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  feventy  thoufand  pounds ; 
this  tax  is  tiow  doubled^  fo  that  the  fame  quantity  litrotild  produce 
three  hundred  and  forty  thoufand ;  biit  if  olie  third  kfs  fhould  hb 
confumed,  the  prefent  tax  will  amount  to  no  more  thaii  t#o  hundred 
and  twenty  thoufand  pounds ;  and  when  fifty  thoii&nd  licences  are 
added,  the  revenue  will  gain  an  hundred  thousand  potmds,  though 
l>ne  third  part  of  the  confumpdon  fhould  be  hindered. 

But,  my  Lords,  fuppofing  no  part  of  the  confumpdcAi  fainderfcd^  t 
cannot  think  that  bill  (hould  be  rtjt&td^  which,  in  a  time  of  danger 
like  the  prefent,  (hall  add  to  the  public  revenue  an  ^riUusH  income  of 
more  than  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  without  lefleriihg  any 
tnanufadure^  without  btirthening  any  ufefiil  or  Virttious  part  of  the 
natidnj  and  without  giving  the  leaft  oceafioii  to  any  murmitrs  among 
the  people. 

It  is  to  be  remembered^  my  Lords,  that  whatever  corruption  fball 
prevail  amongft  us,  it  cannot  be  imputed  to  this  bill,  which  did  not 
tnake^  but  find  the  nation  vitiated^  and  only  turA^d  their  vices  to 
public  advantage ;  fo  that  if  it  produces  any  diminution  of  the  fale  of 
fpirits,  it  is  indifputably  to  be  applauded  as  promoting  viitue.  If  the 
fale  of  fpirits  ftill  continues  the  fame^  it  will  deferve  fc^me  degree  of 
commendation,  aS  it  will^  at  leaft,  not  contribute  to  the  increafe  of 
vice,  and  as  it  will  augment  the  revenue  without  injuriitg  the  people ; 
for  how,  my  Lords,  can  we  be  ccnfured  for  only  fniiering  the  nadon 
to  condnae  in  its  former  ftate  ? 

Lord  Talbot  then  fpoke  in  fubftance  as  follows  :-^My  Lords,  if 
Vft  coniider  the  tendency  of  the  argument  ufed  by  the  noble  Lord^ 
the  only  argument  on  which  he  appears  to  lay  any  ftrefs,  it  will 
prove,  if  it  proves  any  thing,  whatcannot  be  admitted  by.  your  Lord* 
Ihips,  without  bidding  farewel  to  independency,  and  acknowledging 
that  you  are  only  the  fubftitutes  of  a  higher  power. 

It  appears  by  the  tenor  of  his  reafoning,  that  he  confiders  this 
Houfe  as  only  obliged,  in  queftions  relating  to  fupplies,  to.radfy  the 
determinations  of  the  others  to  fubmit  implicidy  to  their  dilates,' 
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and  receiver  their  (bvereign  commands^  without  daring  either  to  re- 
fuie  compliance,  of  delay  it. 

If  we  conjoin  the  reafoning  of  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft  with 
that  of  one  who  fpoke  before  in  favour  of  the  bill,  we  (hall  be  able 
to  difcover  the  full  extent  of  our  power  on  thefe  occafions ;  the  fiift 
was  pleafed  to  inform  us,  that  though  we  were  at  liberty  to  examine 
the  paragraphs  of  this  bill,  we  had  no  right,  at  leaft  no  power  to 
amend  them ;  becaufe  in  money-bills,  the  Commons  left  us  no  other 
choice  than  that  of  paffing  or  rcje&Ing  them. 

This,  my  Lords,  might  have  been  thought  a  fufficient  contradion 
of  thofe  privileges  which  your  anceftors  tranfmitted  to  you,  and  die 
Commons  needed  to  have  deiired  no  farther  conceffions  from  this 
Afiembly,  fince  this  was  a  public  confeffion  of  a  fubordinate  fiate, 
and  admitted  eidier  that  part  our  ancient  rights  had  been  given  up,  ox 
that  we  were  at  prefent  too  much  deprefled  to  dare  to  aflert  them. 

We  might,  however,  ftill  comfort  ourfelves  with  the  peaceful  and 
uncontefted  pofleffion  of  the  alternative ;  we  might  ftill  believe  that 
what  we  could  not  approve  we  might  reject,  without  irritating  the 
formidable  Commons.  But  now,  my  Lords,  a  new  doflrine  has 
been  vented  among  us ;  we  are  told  not  only  that  we  muft  not  amend 
a  money-bip,  but  diat  it  will  be  to  no  purpcrfe  to  reje&  it ;  for  that 
the  other  Houfe  will  fend  it  again  without  altering  any  thing  but  die 
tide,  and  force  it  upon  u^,  when  there  is  no  time  for  any  other 
expedient. 

If  this^  my  Lords,  (hould  be  done,  I  know  not  how  the  bill 
might,  at  its  fecond  appearance,  be  received  by  other  Lords ;  for  my 
part,  I  Ibould  vote  immediately  for  reje£ting  it,  without  any  alle- 
viating or  mollifying  expedients.  I  (hould  reje£l  it,  my  Lords, 
even  on  the  laft  day  of  the  feifibn,  without  any  regard  to  the  pre- 
tended neceiSty  of  raiflng  fupplies,  and  without  fufiering  myfelf  to 
be  terrified  into  compliance  by  the  danger  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria; 
for  though  I  think  the  balance  of  power  on  the  continent  neceilary 
to  be  preferved  at  the  hazard  of  a  fleet  or  an  army,  I  cannot  think  it 
of  equal  importance  to  us,  with  the  equipoife  of  our  own  govern- 
ment; nor  can  I  conceive  it  my  duty  to  enflave  myfelf  to  fecure  the 
freedom  of  another. 

The  danger,  therefore,  of  difgufting  the  Commons,  at  this  or  any 
other  juncture,  (hall  never  influence  me  to  a  tame  refignation  of  the 
privileges  of  our  own  Houfe  i  nor  (hall  I  willingly  allow  any  force 
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^o  arguments  which  are  intended  only  to  operate  upon  our  fear ; 
and,  therefore,  unleis  there  fliall  appear  fpme  better  plea  in  favour  o^ 
this  bill,  I  (hall  think  it  my  duty  to  oppofe  it. 

The  other  plea  is  the  difficulty,  or,  in  the  ftile  of  the  noble  Lord 
^who  fpoke  laft,  the  impoffibility  of  raifing  fupplies  by  any  other  me- 
thod. That  it  is  not  eafy  to  raife  fupplies  by  any  new  tax  in  a 
nation,  where  almoft  all  the  neceflfaries  of  life  are  loaded  with  im- 
pofts,  muft  be  readily  allowed ;  but  that  it  is  impo^ble,  the  folly  of 
the  people,  which  is  at  leaft  equal  to  their  poverty,  will,  not  fufitr  mc 
to  grant. 

One  other  expedient,  at  leaft,  has  been  already  difcovered  by  the 
wonderful  fagacity  of  our  new  minifters ;  an  expedient  which  they 
cannot,  indeed,  claim  the  honour  of  inventing,  but  which  zppcsirs  fo 
conformable  to  the  reft  of  their  condud,  and  fo  agreeable  to  their 
principles,  that  I  doubt  not  but  they  will  very  often  pradife  it,  if  the 
continuance  of  tfaeir  power  be  long  enough  to  admit  of  a  full  difplay 
of  their  abilities, 

Amidft  their  tendemefs  for  our  manu&dures,  and  their  regard  for 
commerce,  they  have  eftabyfhed  a  lottery  for  eight  hundred  thou- 
land  pounds,  by  which  they  not  only  take  advantage  of  an  inclination 
too  predominant,  an  inclination  to  grow  rich  radier  by  a  lucky 
hazard,  than  fucce&ful  induftry ;  but  give  up  the  people  a  prey  to 
ftock-jobbers,  ufurers,  and  brokers  of  tickets,  who  will  plunder  them 
without  mercy,  by  the  encouragement  of  thofe  by  whom  it  might 
be  hoped,  that  they  would  be  protefied  from  plunderers. 

All  lotteries,  my  Lords,  are  games  which  are  not  more  honeft  or 
more  ufeful  for  being  legal ;  and  the  objedion  which  has  been  made 
to  all  other  games,  and  which  has  never  yet  been  anfwered^  will  be 
found  equally  valid  when  applied  to  them.  They  engrofs  that 
attention  which  might  be  employed  in  improving  or  extending  our 
manufadures  j  they  fwallow  that  money  which  might  circulate  in 
ufeful  trade ;  they  give  the  idle  and  the  diligent  an  equal  profped  of 
riches ;  and  by  conferring  unexpe&d  wealth  upon  thofe  who  never 
deferved  it,  and  know  not  how  to  ufe  it,  they  promote  extravag^ince 
and  luxury,  infolence  and  diflblutenefs. 

But  thefe  confequences,  my  Lord^^  and  a  thouland  others  equally 
important,  equally  formidable,  may  be  obje£M  without  efieA,  agaioft 
any  fcheme  by  which  money  will  be  raifed }  money !  the  only  end  at 
which  9ur  mioifters  have  aimed  for  almoft  half  a  century ;  money ! 
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by  which  oxiy  thejr  have  preferved  the  finvour  of  the  Courts  and  the 
obedience  of  the  Senate ;  money  I  which  has  fupplied  the  pL^ucc  of 
wifdom  at  one  time,  and  of  icc>urage  ^t  another^ 

Tp  gaiii  money,  my  Lords,  they  have  injured  trade  by  eftabliihr 
ing  a  lottery ;  and  they  are  now  about  to  facriBce  the  health  atid 
virtiie  of  the  people,  to  the  preferyation  of  a  trade  by  which  money 
inay  be  ffirniflied  to  the  government*  This,  my  Lords,  is  their  onlf 
defign,  however  they  may  a£l,  or  whatever  they  may  profefs ;  if  dicy 
endeavour  tQ  prpte£l  eit))er  the  trade  or  lives  of  people,  it  is  only 
bec^ufe  they  expert  a  continuance  of  taxes  from  them ;  and  when 
more  defperate  iqieafures  are  neceflary  for  the  fame  purpofes,  they 
rpin  thefr  trade  by  one  projed,  and  deftroy  their  lives  by  another. 

Lqrd  Lqhsdals  nej^t  fpoke  to  this  eftAi'T-My  Lords,  It  is  not 
witiiout  the  utmoft  grief  and  indignation,  that  I  find  this  Hoiife  con- 
iideried  by  fo|ne  who  have  fpoken  in  vindication  of  this  biU,  as  obliged 
to  comply  ^ith  any  propoials  fent  up  by  ^  Commons  for  raifing 
moncy^  however  deftrudiye  to  the  public,  pr  however  contraxj  to 
the  didates  of  our  cpnfcience,  or  convidions  of  our  reafon. 

What  is  this,  my  Lord?,  but  once  more  to  vote  ourfelves  ufe* 
|efs  ?  What  but  to  be  the  firft  that  IQudl  deftroy  die  confutation  of 
the  government,  and  give  up  that  liberty  which  our  anceftofs 
eftabliihed? 

That  this  ip  really  the  defign  of  any  of  the  noble  Lords,  whq 
bayp  fpoken  in  vindication  of  the  bill,  and  have  afierted  the  neceffity 
of  pafling  it^  without  any  attempts  to  amend  it,  I  am  very  far  from 
aflirmtng ;  but  certainly^  my  Lords,  this,  and  this  only,  is  the  con-< 
fequence  of  their  pofitions,  with  whatever  intention  they  may  have 
advanced  them ;  for  how,  my  Lords,  can  we  call  our&Ives  indepen* 
dent,  if  we  are  to  receive  the  commands  of  the  other  Houfe  ?  or  with 
what  propriety  can  we  ailiime  the  title  of  legifiators,  if  vre  are  t^ 
pafs  a  bill  like  this  without  examination  i 

The  bill  now  before  us,  my  Lords,  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  tQ 
the  happinels  of  that  nation  whofe  welfare  we  have  hitherto  been 
imagined  to  fuperintend.  In  this  bill  are  involved  not  only  the 
trade  and  riches,  but  the  live^  and  morals  of  the  Britifli  people ;  nor 
f:an  we  fufier  it  to  pM($  unexan^ined,  withoitt  betraying  the  nation  to 
^ickedn|sis  and  deftrudign. 

Should  Yf^,  on  thjs  occafion,  fuflSer  ourfclves  to  be  degraded  from 
legifiators  to  meflengers  from  the  Coitunons  to  the  Throne ;  fhould 
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^^^  be  content  only  to  tranfmit  the  laws  which  we  oaght  to  amendy 
and  refign  ourfelves  up  implicitly  to  the  wifdom  of  tfaofe  whom  we 
have  formerly  confidered  as  our  inferiors,  I  know  not  for  what  pur- 
pofie  we  fit  here.  It  woiild  be  my  counfel  that  we  fliould  no  longer 
attempt  to  preferve  the  appearance  of  power,  when  we  have  loft  the 
lUbftance,  or  fubmit  to  fliare  the  drudgery  of  government,  wkhoat 
|Mutaking  of  the  authority. 

The  time  of  fuch  defperatton  is,  indeed,  not  yet  arttyed ;  but 
every  ad:  of  fervile  compliance  wiU  bring  it  nearer  1  and  therefbce, 
my  Lords,  for  the  fake  of  ourielves,  as  well  as  of  the  people,  I  join 
the  noble  Lord's  motion  for  refuming  the  Houfe,  that  farther  infer* 
oiation  may  be  (Stained  bodi  by  ourielves,  by  die  Commons,  and 
bjr  the  nation. 

The  Duke  of  Newcastib  dien  role,  and  fpoke  to  the  eflbd 
following: — ^My  Lords,  I  believe  no  Lord  in  this  AflemUy  is  more 
^cealous  for  the  advantage  of  the  public  than  myfelf,  or  more  defiroui 
to  preferve  the  lives,  or  amend  the  morals  of  the  people ;  but  I  can« 
not  think  that  this  charader  can  juftly  imply  any  diflike  of  die  bill 
HOW  before  us. 

If  I  fliould  admit  what  die  noble  Lord  has  aflerted,  that  die  lives 
and  morals  of  the  people  are  afieded  by  this  bill,  I  cannot  yet  lee 
that  his  inference  is  juft,  or  that  our  compliance  with  the  modon  is 
therefore  necefiary. 

That  under  the-prefent  regulation,  the  miferies  of  the  nation  are 
every  day  increafed ;  that  corruption  fpreads  every  day  wider,  and 
-debauchery  makes  greater  havock,  is  confefled  on  all  fides;  and 
therefore  I  can  dffcover  no  reafon  for  continuing  the  laws  in  their 
preient  ftate,  nor  can  think  that  we  ought  to  decline  any  experiment 
by  which  that  diforder,  which  cannot  be  increafed,  may  poiSUy  be 
leflened. 

It  is  confefled  by  the  noUe  Lords,  vrho  declare  dieir  approbation 
of  the  motion  for  poftponing  the  confideradon  of  this  bill,  that  they 
intend  nothing  left  than  a  gentle  and  tacit  manner  of  dreeing  it,  by 
fhewing  the  Commons  that,  though  to  avoid  ofience  they  do  not 
abfidutely  rejed  it,  yet  diey  cannot  approve  it,  and  will  not  pafs  it ; 
and  that  therefope  the  necdfity  of  raifing  fupplies,  requires  that  aao« 
dier  bill  fliould  be  formed,  not  liaUe  to  the  fiime  objediom. 

The  confequence  of  this  procedure,  my  Lords,  can  only  be,  that 
cidier  the  Commons  will  form  another  bill  for  raifing  money,  or 
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that  tfaey  will  fend  up  this  again  with  a  new  tide,  and  fuch  flight 
alterations  as  not  the  bappinefs  of  the  nation^  but  the  fomns  of  the 
Senate  demand.. 

If,  in  return  for  our  endeavours  to  reibrm  a  bill,  of  which  they 
think  themfelves  the  only  conftitutional  judges,  they  ihouM  (end  k 
again  with  only  another  title  $  what,  my  Lords,  ihall  wt  procure  I9 
the  delay,  but  a  new  occafion  of  murmurs  and  dilcontent,  a  new 
confirmation  of  the  power  of  the  Commons,  and  an  efiahlifliBicnC  of 
fenatorial  chicanery,  at  once  pernicious  to  the  public,  and  ignomi- 
nious  to  ourfclves  i 

'  That  the  Commons,  in  fending  back  a  bill  that  has  been  rgeAed 
in  this  Houfe,  with  oply  a  change  in  the  title,  ad  contrary  to  the  end 
of  fenatorial  confultAtions,  though  coniiftendy  with  their  external 
forms,  cannot  be  denied :  but  as  each  Houfe  is  without  any  depen- 
dence op  the  other,  fuch  deviations  from  the  principles  of  our  con- 
ilitution,  however  injurious  to  pur  authpirity,  or  however  detri- 
mental to  the  nation,  cannot  be  puniihed,  nor  otherwife  prevented 
than  by  caution  and  prtidence, 

If,  therefore,  the  Commons,  as  they  have  formerly  done,  flioiiU 
return  the  bill  without  alteradon,  we  fliall  only  have  impaired  our 
own  authority,  and  fhaken  the  foundations  of  pur  govemment  bjr  a 
fruidefs  oppoildon.  Nor  ibsill  we  gain  any  advantage,  thougjli  they 
ihould  comply  with  our  expedations,  and  employ  die  litde  time  that 
remains  in  contriving  ^  new  tax ;  for  (corruption  muft  then  proceed 
without  pppofition,  the  people  muft  grow  f^very  day  more  vicious, 
and  debauchery  will*  |n  a  ihort  tin^e,  grow  top  ^neral  to  be 
fuppreiTed* 

With  regard  to  the  bill  before  i|s,  the  pnly  queftion  ihtt  is  necef- 
fary  or  proper,  is,  whether  it  wjU  promote  pr  hindef  tl^e  confumptioQ 
of  diftilled  liquors  ?  for  as  to  the  eSeds  of  thofe  liquors,  tbofe  dot 
yindipate^  z\\i  that  ppppfe  t)^is  bill,  arp  pf  the  fame  ppinipn ;  and  aB 
wijl  reaflily  allo)y,  that  if  the  law  now  propofed  (hall  be  found  to 
increafe  the  cpnfiimp^ion  which  it  yf^  intended  fq  diminifli,  it  ought 
immediately  to  be  repealed,  9^9  deftrudiye  tp  the  people,  9nd  cpntraiy 
to  the  end  for  which  it  was  defigned ;  but  if  tl^p  additional  duties 
iball  produce  any  degree  of  refiraint,  if  they  Ihall  binder  the  con- 
fumption  even  of  a  very  fmall  part,  I  think  it  muft  be  allowed  that 
(be  proyifions  are  juft  and  uf^ful  ^  fince  it  ba$  ^Irea^y  appeared,  that 
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tiiis  vice  is  too  deeply  rooted  to  be  torn  up  at  once ;  and  that  there- 
^Dire  it  is  to  be  pruned  away  by  imperceptible  diminution* 

Whether  the  providons  now  oiFered  in  the  bill  might  not  adhnit  of 
improvements ;  whether  fome  other  more  efficacious  expedrents  might 
Slot  be  difcoveced ;  and  whether  the  duties  might  not  be  raifed  yet 
liigher,  with  more  advantage  to  the  public,  may  undoubtedly  admit 
of  long  difputes,  and  deep  enquiries ;  but  for  thefe  enquiries  and 
difputes,  my  Lords,  there  is  at  prefent  no  time :  the  affairs  of  the 
continent  require  our  immediate  interpofuion,  the  general  opprefTors 
of  the  weftern  world  are  now  endeavouring  to  extend  their  domi- 
nions, and  exalt  their  power  beyond  the  poffibility  of  future  oppo- 
sition ;  and  our  allies,  who  were  ftruggling  againft  them,  can  uo 
longer  continue  their  efforts  without  affiftance* 

At  a  time  like  this,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  proper  to  delay  the  fup« 
fHhu  by  needlefs  controverfies }  or,  indeed,  by  any  difputes  which 
may^  without  great  inconvenience,  be  delayed  to  a  time  of  tranquil- . 
lity^  a  time  when  all  our  enquiries  may  be  profecuted  at  leifure, 
when  every  argument  may  be  confidered  in  its  full  extent,  and  when 
the  improvqnent  of  our  laws  ought,  indeed,  to  be  our  principal  care. 
At  prefent  it  appears  to  me,  that  every  method  of  railing  money, 
without  manifeft  injury  to  the  morals  of  the  people,  deferves  our 
approbation ;  and  therefore  that  we  ought  to  pafs  this  bill,  though  it 
flioi^ld  not  miich  hinder  the  confumption  of  fpiritupus  liquors,  if  it 
fliall  barely  appear  that  it  will  not  increafe  it.^ 

It  is  at  leaft  proper,  that,  at  this  preffing  exigence,  thofe  that  bp- 
pofe  the  bills  by  which  fupplies  are  to  be  raifed,  ihould,  by  offering 
pther  expedients,  Ibew  that  their  oppofition  proceeds  not  from  any 
private  malevolence  to  the  miniftry,  or  any  prepoileffion  againft  the 
public  meafures,  but  from  a  fteady  adherence  to  juft  principles,  and 
an  impartial  regard  for  the  public  good  -,  for  it  may  be  fufpe£led, 
that  be  who  only  bufies  himfelf  in  pulling  down^  without  any  at- 
tempts to  repair  the  breaches  that  he  has  made  with  more  fit  or 
durable  materials^  has.  no  refil  defi^n  of  ftrengthening  the  forti- 
fication. 

It  has  been  propofed,  indeed,  by  one  of  the  noble  Lords,  that  a 
tax  of  three  (hillings  a  gallon  Ihould  be  laid  upon  all  diftilled  fpirits, 
^xid  collefted  by  the  laws  of  excife  at  the  fttllrhead,  which  would 
^oubtlefe  fccure  a  gregt  p^f\  pf  the  people  from  the  temputions  to 

which 
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which  they  are  at  prefent  expofed,  but  would  at  the  Cime  time  pto* 
<luce  another  eiFe£^  not  equally  to  be  defired. 

I  have  been  informed,  my  Lords,  upon  mentioning  this  propofil 
in  converfation,  that  fuch  duties  will  raife  the  price  of  the  liquors 
diftiUed  among  us,  above  that  of  foreign  countries  i  and  that  there- 
fore not  only  all  our  foreign  trade  of  this  kind  would  be  immediately 
deftroyed,  but  that  many  of  thofe  who  now  drink  our  own  (piritSi, 
only  becaufe  they  are  cheaper,  will  then  purchafe  thoTe  of  foreiga 
countries,  which  are  generally  allowed  to  be  more  pleafiuit. 

That  this  is  really  the  ftate  of  the  aiFair,  I  do  not  affirm ;  for  I 
now  relate  only  what  I  have  heard  from  others ;  but  furely  tbe  impf>« 
fition  of  fo  heavy  a  duty  requires  a  long  coniideration ;  nor  can  it 
be  improper  to  mention  any  objedions,  the  difcuffion  d  which  maf 
contribute  to  our  information. 

But  any  other  regulations  than  thofe  now  offered,  will  require  lb 
many  enquiries,  and  fo  long  confukation,  that  tbe  Senate  will  expeft 
to  be  difmifled  from  their  attendance,  before  any  relblutions  are 
formed ;  and  when  once  the  fupplies  are  provided,  we  fiiall  find  ovi 
felves  obliged  to  leave  the  law  relating  to  fpirituov^  liquors  in  its 
prefent  ftate. 

Then,  my  Lords,  will  die  enemies  of  the  govenuneiit  imagiae 
that  they  have  a  new  opportunity  of  gratifying  their  malignity,  by 
cenfuring  us  as  wholly  negligent  of  die  public  happinefs,  and  chaigf 
us  with  looking  without  concern  upon  the  debauchery,  tbe  diieafies, 
and  the  poverty  of  the  people,  without  any  conipaffion  of  their 
wants,  or  care  of  their  reformation. 

That  to  continue  the  prefent  law  smy  longer,  will  be  only  to 
amufe  ourfelves  with  inefiedual  proviiions,  is  univerfally  allowed} 
nor  is  there  any  difierence  of  opinion  with  regard  to  fhe  prefent  ftate 
p{  thje  vicp  which  we  are  now  endeavouring  to  hinder.  Tbe  laft 
law  was  well  intended,  but  was  didaced  by  anger,  and  ratified  by 
zeal ',  and  therefore  was  too  violent  to  be  executed,  and,  inftead  of 
reforming,  exafper^ted  the  natipn. 

No  fopner,  therefore,  did  the  magiftrafes  difcov^r  the  inflejuUe 
refolution  of  the  people,  their  furious  perfecution  of  infbrmeis,  and 
their  declared  hatred  of  all  thpi^  whp  concurred  in  depriving  then 
of  this  dangerous  pleafure,  than  they  were  induced,  by  regard  lo 
f  heir  own  /afety,  to  relax  that  feverity  which  was  enjoined,  and  weie 
contented  to  purchafe  fafety  by  gratifying,  or,  at  leaft,  by  not  op* 

podog 
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pofing  thoTe  pafEons  of  the  multitude,  which  they  could  not  hope  ta 
controul;  the  pra&ice  of  drinking  fpirits  continued,  and  the  con« 
gumption  was  every  year  greater  than  the  fortner. 

ThiSy  my  Lords,  is  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  nation ;  «  ftate  fuffi* 
iciently  deplorable,  and  which  all  the  laws  of  humanity  and  juftice 
command  us  to  altert  This  is  the  univerfal  declaration.  We  all 
agree,  that  the  people  grow  every  day  more  corrupt,  and  that  this 
icorruptioa  ought  to  be  flopped  |  but  by  what  means  is  yet  un« 
decided^ 

Violent  methods,  and  extremity  of  rigour  have  been  already  tried, 
and  totally  defeated ;  it  is  therefore  propofed  to  try  more  eafy  and 
gentle  regulations,  that  fhall  produce,  by  flow  degrees,  the  reforma- 
tion which  cannot  be  efFe£ted  by  opei\  force ;  thefe  new  regulations 
appear  to  many  Lords  not  fuAciently  coercive,  and  are  ima- 
gined ftiU  lefs  likely  to  reform  a  vice  fo  inveterate,  and  fo  firmly 
rftiblifhcd, 

Thefe  opinions  I  cannot  flatter  myfelf  with  the  hope  of  recon- 
piling ;  but  mufl  yet  obferve,  that  the  confumption  of  thefe  liquors, 
as  of  all  other  commodities,  can  only  be  leflened  by  proper  duties» 
9pd  that  every  additional  impofition  has  a  tendency  to  leflen  them  ; 
and  fince,  fo  far  as  it  extends,  it  can  produce  no  ill  eiFeds,  deferves 
the  approbation  of  thofe  who  fmcerely  deflre  to  fupprefs  this  odious 
vice  that  has  fo  much  prevailed,  and  been  fo  widely  difFufed. 

It  is,  indeed,  poffible,  that  the  duties  now  propofed  may  be  found 
not  fuflicient|  but  for  this  defe^l  there  is  an  eafy  remedy.  Th^ 
duty,  if  it  be  found  by  the  experience  of  a  Angle  vear  to  be  top 
fmall,  may^  in  the  next,  be  eafily  augmented,  and  fwelled,  by  annual 
increafes,  even  to  the  height  which  is  now  propofed,  if  no  remedy 
more  eafy  can  be  found. 

It  may  be  objeded,  that  this  fund  will  be  mortgaged  for  the  pay« 
ment  of  (be  fums  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  war ;  and  that  there- 
fore the  ftate  of  the  duty  cannot  afterwards  be  altered  without  in- 
juflice  to  the  public  creditors,  and  a  manifefl  violation  of  the  faith 
of  the  Senate  :  but,  my  Lords,  though  in  the  hurry  of  providing  for 
a  preffing  and  important  war,  the^  Commons  could  not  find  any 
other  method  fo  eafy  of  raifing  money,  it  cannot  be  doifbted  but  that 
when  they  confider  the  flate  of  the  nation  ^X.  leifure,  they  will  eafily 
redeem  this  tax,  if  it  fhall  appear  inconvenient,  and  fubflitute  fbme 
ptbefi  lefs  injurious  to  thp  bappinefs  of  the  pifblic. 

It 
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It  was  not  impoflible  for  them  to  have  done  this  in  the  beginnii^ 
of  this  ieiiion ;  nor  can  it  be  fuppofed,  that  men  fo  long  verfed  ia 
public  affairs,  could  not  cafily  have  propofed  many  other  impofts ; 
but  it  may  be  imagined,  that  they  chofe  this  out  of  many,  iv^itbout 
fufpedling  that  it  would  he  oppofed  5  and  bdievcd,  that  they  were  at 
-4)nce  raifmg  fupplies,  and  proteding  the  virtue  of  the  people. 

Nor  indeed,  my  Lords,  does  it  yet  appear,  that  they  have  been 
miftakeii  -,  for  though  4he  arguments  of  the  noble  Lords  who  oppofir 
the  bill  are  acute  and  plaufible,  yet  fmce  they  agree,  that  the  con- 
fa  mptlon  of  thefe  liquors  is,  at  lafl:,  to  be  hindered  by  raifing  their 
price,  it  is  reafonable  to  conceive,  that  every  augmentation  (rf^  the 
price  muft  produce  a  proportionate  diminution  of  the  confumpdon ; 
and  that  therefore  this  duty  Will  contribute  in  fome  degree  to  the 
reformation  of  the  people.  It  feems  at  leaft  in  the  htgheft  degree 
probable,  that  it  cannot increafe  the  evil  which  it  is  intended  to  remedy; 
and  that  therefore  we  may  reafonably  concur  in  it,  as  it  will  farniih 
the  government  with  fupplies,  without  any  inconvenience  to  th<^ 
titat  pay  them. 

The  Bifliop  of  Oxford  next  fpoke  to  this  eEeSt  i-^My  Lords, 
This  fubjed  has  already  been  fo  acutely  conGdered,  and  fo  copioufly 
difcuflcd,  that  I  rife  up  in  defpair  of  propofing  any  thing  iiew>  of 
explaining  any  argument  more  cleairly,  or  urging  it  more  ibrcibiy, 
of  ftarting  any  other  fubjeft  of  confideration,  or  pointing  out  any 
circumllance  yet  untouched  in  thofe  that  have  been  propofed. 

Yet,  my  Lords,  though  I  cannot  hope  to  add  any  thing  to  the 
knowledge  which  your  Lordihips  have  already  obtained  ot  the  fub- 
je£i  in  debate,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  add  one  voice  to  the  truths  and 
to  declare,  that  in  the  balance  of  my  uuderftanding,  the  arguments 
againft  the  bill  very  much  outweigh  thofe  that  have  been  oflEered  ia 
its  favour. 

It  is  always  prefumed  by  thofe  who  vindicate  it»  that  every  angmen* 
tation  of  the  price  will  necefiarily  produce  a  proportionate  decreafe  of 
the  confumption.  This,  myLprds,  is  the  chiefs  if  not  the  only  ar- 
gument that  has  been  advanced,  except  that  which  is  drawn  from  the 
neceflity  of  raifing  fupplies,  and  the  danger  of  difgufting  die  other 
Houfe.  But  this  argument,  myLords^  is  evidently  fallacious ;  and 
therefore  the  bill,  if  it  pafTes,  tnuA  p^s  without  a  fingle  reafon,exoqit 
immediate  convcnienc/:, 
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Let  us  examine,  \ny  Lords,  this  potent  argument,  which  has  been 
lucceffively  urged  by  all  who  have  endeavoured  to  vindicate  the  bill, 
and  echoed  from  one  to  another  with  all  the  confidence  of  irrefraga* 
Irility ;  let  us  confider  on  what  fuppofitions  it  is  founded,  and  we  (hall 
icon  find  how  eafily  it  will  be  diiBpated. 

It  is  fuppofed  by  this  argument,  that  every  drinker  of  thefe  liquors 

ipends  as  much  as  he  can  poflibly  procure ;  and  that  therefore  the 

Icaft  additional  price  muft  place  part  of  his  pleafure  beyond  his  reach« 

This  my  Lords,  cannot  be  generally  true  ;  it  is  perhaps  generally, 

if  not  univerfaUy  falfe.    It  cannot  be  doubted,  but  that  many  of  tbofe 

ivbo  corrupt  their  minds  and  bodies  with  theie  pernicious  draughts, 

ace  above  the  neceffity  of  conftraining  their  appetites  to  elcape  fo 

fmall  an  expence  as  that  which  is  now  to  be  impofed  upon  them  ; 

and  even  of  th«fe  whofe  poverty  can  fink  no  lower,  who  are  in  reality 

cxhaufted  by  every  day's  debauch,  it  is  at  leaft  as  likely,  that  they 

will  tnfift  upon  more  pay  for  their  work,  or  that  they  will  fledl  with 

more  rapacity,  as  that  they  will  fofFer  themfelves  to  be  debarred  from 

the  pleafures  of  drunkennels. 

It  is  not  certain,  that  this  duty  will  make  thefe  liquors  dearer  to 
thoie  who  drink  them ;  fince  the  difliller  will  more  willingly  deduft 
from  his  prefent  profit  the  fmall  tax  that  is  now  propofed,  than  fiiffer 
the  trade^to  fink  ;  and  even  if  that  tax  (hould  be,  as  is  ufual,  levied 
upon  the  retailer,  it  has  been  already  obferved,  'that  in  the  quantities 
necelTary  to  drunkennefs,  it  will  not  be  perceptible. 

But,  my  Lords,  though  this  argument  appears  thus  weak  upon 
the  firft  and  flighteft  confideration,  the  chief  fallacy  is  flill  behind. 
Thofe  who  have  already  initiated  themfelves  in  debauchery,  deferve 
not  the  chief  confideration  of  this  AfTembly ;  diey  are  for  the  greatefl 
part  hopelefs  and  abandoned,  and  can  only  be  withheld  by  force  from 
complying  with  thofe  defu'es  to  which  they  are  habitually  enflaved. 
They  may  indeed  be  fometimes  punifhed,  and  at  other  times  reflratned, 
but  cannot  often  be  reformed. 

Thofe,  my  Lords,  who  are  yet  uncorrupted,  ought  firfl  to  engage 
our  care ',  virtue  is  eafily  preferved,  but  difficultly  regained.  But 
for  thofe  what  regard  has  hitherto  been  (hewn  ?  What  efFe£h  can  be 
expe£led  from  this  bill,  but  that  of  expofing  them  to  temptations, 
by  placing  unlawful  pleafures  in  their  view  ?  Pleafures  which,  how- 
ever unworthy  of  human  nature,  are  feldom  forfaken  after  they  have 
puce  been  tailed* 

In 
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In  die  confideration  of  the  prefent  queftion»  it  is  to  be  remeii 
bered,  that  multitudes  are  already  corrupted,  and  the  contagion  giovs 
more  dangerous,  in  prc^rtion  as  greater  numbers  are  inieAed. 

To  flop  the  progre^  of  this  peftilence,  my  Lords,  ought  to  be 
the  governing  paffion  of  our  minds  i  to  this  point  ought  all  out 
aims  to  be  direded,  and  for  this  end  ought  all  our  projefts  to  be 
calculated. 

But  how,  my  Lords,  is^is  purpofe  promoted  by  a  law  which  gives 
a  licence,  an  unlimited  and  cheap  licence  for  the  (ale  of  that  liquor, 
to  which,  even  thofe  who  fupport  the  bill,  impute  the  prefent  corrup* 
tion  of  the.  people  ?  This  furely  is  no  rational  fcheme  of  reformation, 
nor  can  it  be  imagined,  that  a  £ivourite  and  inveterate  vice  is  to  be 
extirpated  by  fuch  gentle  methods. 

Let  us  confider,  my  Lords,  more  nearlf  the  efieds  of  this  new 
invented  regulation,  and  we  (hall  fee,  how  we  may  exped  from  them 
the  recovery  of  public  virtue.  A  law  is  now  to  be  repealed,  by 
which  the  ufe  of  diftllled  liquors  is  prohibited,  but  which  has  not 
been  for  fome  time  put  in  execution,  or  not  with  vigour  fufficient  to 
furmount  the  difficulties  and  inconveniencies  by  which  its  opera* 
tion  was  obftruded.  The  law  is  however  yet  in  force,  and  who^ 
ever  fells  fpirits  muft  now  fell  them  at  the  hazard  of  profecution  and 
penalties,  and  with  an  implicit  confidence  in  the  kindneis  and  fidelity 
of  the  purchafer. 

It  cannot  be  fuppofed,  my  Lords,  but  that  a  law  like  this  muft 
have  fome  efieft.  It  cannot  be  doubted,  that -fome  are  honeft,  and 
others  timorous ;  and  that  among  the  wretches  who  are  moft  to  be 
fuipeded  of  this  kind  of  debauchery,  there  are  fome  in  whom  it  is 
not  fafe  to  confide  ;  they  therefore  muft  fometimes  be  hindered  from 
deftroying  their  reafon  by  other  reftraints  than  want  of  money;  and 
when  they  are  trufted  with  the  fecret  of  an  illegal  trade,  muft  pay  a 
dearer  rate  for  the  danger  that  is  incurred. 

But  when  this  law  is  repealed,  and  every  ftreet  and  alley  has  a  (hop 
Ikenfed  to  diftribute  this  delicious  poifon,  what  can  we  cxpt&i 
The  moft  fanguine  advocate  for  the  bill  cannot  furely  hope,  that  any 
of  thofe  who  now  drink  fpirits  will  refrain  from  them,  only  becaufe 
they  are  fold  without  danger  $  and  though  what  cannot  be  proved,  or 
(even  hoped,  ihould  be  admitted,  that  fome  muft  content  themfdves 
with  a  fmaller  quantity  on  account  of  the  advanced  price,  yet  while 
they  take  all  opportunities  of  debauchery^  while  they  fpemi,  in  th^ 

deftru^vcr 
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^cftrudive  liquor,  all  that  either  honeft  labour  or  daring  theft  will 
Ckipply,  they  muft  always  be  examples  of  intemperance  -,  fuch  exam- 
ples as,  from  the  experience  of  Ute  years,  we  have  reafon  to  believe 
-wrill  find  many  imitators;  and  therefore  will  promote  at  once  the 
^onfumption  of  fpirits,  and  the  corruption  of  the  people. 

There  is  always  to  be  found  in  wickednefs  a  deteftable  ambition  of 
fining  profelytes ;  every  man  who  has  fufiered  himfelf  to  be  cor- 
rupted, is  defirous  to  hide  himfelf  from  infamy  in  crowds  as  vicious 
as  himfelf,  or  defires  companions  in  wickednefs  from  the  fame  natural 
inclination  to  fociety,  which  prompts  almoft  every  man  to  avoid 
iingularity  on  other  occafions. 

Whatever  b^  the  reafon,  it  may  be  every  day  obferved,  thafT  the 
^reat  pleafure  of  the  vicious  is  to  vitiate  others ;  nor  is  it  poffible 
to  fquander  an  hour  in  the  aflemblies  of  debauchees  of  any  rank, 
without  obferving  with  what  importunity  innocence  is  attacked,  and 
how  many  arts  of  fophiftry  and  ridicule  are  ufed  to  weaken  the  in« 
fluence  of  virtue,  and  fupprefs  the  ftruggles  of  confcience. 

The  fatal  art  by  which  virtue  is  moft  commonly  overborne  is 
the  frequent  repetition  of  temptations,  which,  though  often  reje&ed, 
will  at  fome  unhappy  moment  generally  prevail,  and  therefore  ought 
to  be  removed;  but  which  this  bill  is  intended  to  place  always  in  fight. 

To  what  purpofe  will  it  be,  my  Lords,  to  deprive  nine  hardened 
profligates  of  a  tenth  part  of  the  liquor  which  they  now  drink,  which 
is  the  utmoft  that  this  duty  will  cfkSt  i  If  they  have  an  opportunity 
of  corrupting  one  by  their  folicitation  and  example,  the  difference 
between  nine  and  ten  afis  of  debauchery  is  of  very  fmall  importance 
to  mankind,  or  even  to  the  perfons  who  are  thus  reftrained,  fince 
their  forbearance  of  the  utmoft  excefles  is  only  the  effeS  of  their 
poverty,  not  of  their  virtue. 

How  hr  is  fuch  reftraint  from  being  equivalent  to  the  corruption 
of  one  mind,  yet  pure  and  undebauched !  to  the  fedudion  of  one 
heart  from  virtue,  and  a  new  addidon  to  the  intereft  and  prevalence 
of  wickednefs  ?  If  it  be  neceilary,  that  the  fupplies  fhould  be  raifed 
lor  the  government  by  the  ufe  of  this  pernicious  liquor,  it  is  defirable 
that  it  (hould  be  confined  to  few,  and  that  it  (houtd  rather  be  fwal- 
lowed  in  large  quantities  by  hopelefs  drunkards,  than  ofivred  every 
where  to  the  taftt  of  innocen€«  and  youth,  in  licenfed  houfes  of 
wickediKfs« 
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The  confumption  will,  for  a  time,  be  the  (ante  in  both  cafes,  b^i 
with  this  important  difierence,  that  wickednefs  would  only  be  con- 
tinued, not  promoted  ;  and  as  the  poifon  would  rid  the  land  by  de- 
grees of  the  prefent  race  of  profligates,  it  might  be  hoped,  that  ogi 
pofterity  would  be  uninfe£led. 

But  under  the  prefent  fcheme  of  regulations,  my  Lords,  vice 
will  be  propagated  under  the  countenance  of  the  legiflature  ;  and 
that  kind  of  wickednefs  by  which  the  nation  is  fo  infatuated,  that  it 
has  increafed  yearly  in  opposition  to  a  penal  law,  will  now  not 
only  be  fuffered,  but  encouraged,  and  enjoy  not  impunity  only,  but 
prote£Hon. 

Thus,  if  we  pafs  the  bill,  we  fliall  not  even  be  able  to  boaft  the 
petty  merit  of  leaving  the  nation  in  its  prefent  ftate  ;  we  (hall  take 
away  the  prefent  reftraints  of  vice,  without  fubftituting  any  in  their 
{dace ;  we  fhatl  perhaps  deprive  a  few  hardened  drunkards  of  a  fmall 
part  of  the  liquor  which  they  now  fwallow,  but  (hall  open,  according 
to  the  expedation  ef  the  noble  Lord,  fifty  thouland  houfes  of  licenied 
debauchery  for  the  ruin  of  millions  yet  untainted., 

To  leave  the  nation  in  its  prefent  ftate,  which  is  allowed  on  all 
hands  to  be  a  (hite  of  corruption,  feems  to  be  the  utmoft  ambition 
of  one  of  the  noble  Lords  who  have  pleaded  with  the  greateft  warmth 
for  this  bill ;  for  be  concluded,  with  an  air  of  triumph,  by  aiking^ 
how  we  can  be  cenfured  for  only  fufFering  the  nation  to  continue  in 
its  former  flate  ? 

We  may  be,  in  my  opinion,  my  Lords,  cenfured  as  traitors  to 
our  truft,  and  enemies  to  our  country,  if  we  permit  any  vice  to  pre- 
vail, when  it  is  in  our  power  to  fupprefs  it.  We  may  be  curfed,  with 
juftice,  by  pofterity,  as  the  abettors  of  that  debauchery  by  which 
poverty  and  difeafe  (hall  be  entailed  upon  them,  contemned  in  the 
prefent  as  the  flatterers  of  thofe  appetites  which  we  ought  to  regulate, 
and  infult^d  by  that  populace  whom  we  dare  not  oppofe. 

Had  none  of  our  predeceiTors  endeavoured  the  reformation  of  the 
people,  had  they  contented  tbemfelves  always  to  leave  the  nation  as 
they  found  it,  there  had  been  long  ago  an  end  of  all  the  order  and 
fecurity  of  (bciety  j  for  the  natural  depravity  of  human  nature  has 
always  a  tendency  from  lefs  to  greater  evil ;  and  the  fame  caufcs 
which  had  made  us  thus  wicked,  will,  if  not  obviated,  make  us  worfe. 

Since  the  noble  Lord  thinks  it  not  neceflary  to  attempt  the  refor- 
mation of  the  peoplq,  he  might  have  fparcd  the  elaborate  calculation, 
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by  which  he  has  proved,  that  a  large  fum  will  Se  gained  by  the  go-> 
vemnicnt)  though  one  third  part  of  the  c<»nrumption  be  prevented « 
for  it  is. of  very  little  importance  to  difcuf$  the  confequences  of  an 
event  which  will  never  happen.  He  fhould  firft  have  proved,  that  a 
third  part  of  the  confumption  will  in  reality  be  prevented,  and  then 
he  might  very  properly  have  cbnfoled  the  miniftry,  by  (hewing  bow 
much  they  would  gain  from  the  refidue; 

That  this  bill,  as  it  now  (lands,  will  produce  a  large  revenue 
to  die  government,  but  no  reformation  in  the  people,  is  aiTerted 
by  thofe  that  oppofe,  and  undoubtedly  believed  by  thofe  that  defend 
it ;  but  as  this  is  not  the  purpofe  which  I  am  moft  deiirous  of  pro- 
moting, I  cannot  but  think  it  my  duty  to  agree  to  the  propofal  of  the 
noble  Lord,  that  by  poftponing  the  confideration  of  the  bill,  more 
exa£l  information  may  be  obtained  by  us,  and  the  Commons  may  be 
alarmed  at  the  danger  into  which  the  nation  has  been  brought  by 
their  precipitation. 

Lord  Bath  then  rofe  again,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  efFc£t  :*^ 
My  Lords,  As  the  noble  Lord  who  has  juft  fpoken  appears  to  have 
milapprehended  fome  of  my  aiTertions,  I  think  it  nece(rary  to  rife  again^ 
that  I  may  explain  with  fufEcient  deaVnefs  what  perhaps  I  before  ex- 
prefled  obfcurely,  amidft  the  number  of  different  confiderations  that 
crowded  my  imagination. 

With  regard  to  the  diminution  that  might  be  expeded  from  this 
law,  I  did  not  abfolutely  adert,  at  leaft  I  did  not  intend  to  allert,  that 
a  third  part  would  be  taken  off;  but  only  advanced  that  fuppofition 
as  the  bails  of  a  calculation,  by  which  Imight  prove  what  many  Lords 
appeared  to  doubt,  that  the  confumption  might  poffibly  be  dimini(hed) 
and  yet  the  revenue  increafed. 

Upon  this  fuppofidon,  which  muft  be  allowed  to  be  reafonablet 
both  the  purpofes  of  the  bill  will  be  anfwered,  and  the  public  fupplies 
will  be  raiied  by  the  fuppreiEon  of  vice» 

The  diminution  of  the  confumption  may  be  greater  or  lefs  t|^n  I 
have  fuppoled.  If  it  be  greater,  the  revenue  will  be  indeed  Itfs  aug- 
mented ;  but  the  purpofes  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  noble  X/prdd 
whooppo(e  the  bill,  are  more  to  be  regarded,  will  be  better  prompted, 
and  all  their  arguments  againft  it  will  be,  at  leaft,  defeated  j  nor  will 
'the  miniftry,  I  hope,  regret  the  failure  of  a  tax  which  is  deficient  only 
by  the  fobriety  of  the  nation. 
VoL.n.  li  If 


If  the  diminution  be  Icfs  than  I  have  fuppdfcd,  yet  If  there  be  any 
diminution,  it  cannot  be  faid,  that  the  bill  has  been  wholly  without 
efFefi,  or  that  the  miniftry  have  not  proceeded  either  with  more  judg* 
.rnent  or  better  fortune  than  their  predecefTors,  or  that  they  have  doc, 
at  leaft,  taken  advantage  of  the  errors  that  have  been  committed.  It 
muft  be  owned,  that  they  have  either  reformed  the  nation,  or  at  leaft 
pointed  out  the  way  by  which  the  reformation  that  has  been  fo  long 
lleftred^  may  be  effected. 

That  this  tax  will  in  fome  degree  hinder  drunkennefe,  k  is  reafen* 
able  to  expe£t,  becaufe  it  can  only  be  hindered  by  taxing  the  liquors 
which  are  ufed  in  excefs ;  but  there  yet  remain,  concerning  the 
weight  of  the  tax  diat  ought  to  be  laid  upon  them>  doubts  which 
nothing  but  experience  can,  I  believe,  remove. 

By  experience^  my  Lords,  we  have  been  already  taught,  that 
tastes  may  be  fo  heavy  as  to  be  without  efFed^;  that  reftraint  may  be 
to  violent  as  to  produce  impatience ;  and  therefore  it  is  proper  in  the 
next  eflay  to  proceed  by  f(ow  degrees,  and  gentle  methods,  and  pro- 
duce drat  efFeft  imperceptibly  which  we  find  ourfelves  unaUe  to 
accompli(h  at  once* 

I  cannot  therefore  thinks  dlat  ^  dulf  of  thite  ihiUings  a  gallon 
can  be  impofed  without  defeating  our  own  defign,  a^d  compeiling 
the  people  to  find  out  Ibme  method  of  eluding  the  law  like  that  which 
was  pradjied  after  the  A&^  by  which  in  the  iecood  year  of  his  prefenC 
Majefty,  five  Quillings  were  impofed  upon  every  gallon  of  compound 
waters,  after  v^ich  it  is  well  known^  that  the  diftillers  fold  a  finple 
fpirit  under  the  contemptuous  title  of  fenatorial  hoTtifyt  and  the  hw 
treing  univerfeUy  evaded^  was  foon  after  repealed  as  vfclefs. 

Such,  my  Lords,  or  worfe,  Will  be  the  confequence  of  the  tax 
which  the  noble  Lord  has  propofed  i  for  if  it  cannot  be  evaded, 
fpirits  wiH  be  brought  from  nations  that  have  been  wifer  than  to 
burthen  their  own  commodities  with  fuch  infupportable  impoft,  and 
the  empire  will  fbon  be  impoveriflied  by  the  exportation  of  its  nioncy. 
Lord  Hervev  anfwered  in  fubftance  as  follows:— My  Lords, 
I  am  very  far  f.om  dunking  the  arguments  of  the  noble  Lord  fuch  aa 
can  influence  men  dcfirous  to  promote  the  rbal  and  durable  happineb 
of  their  country ;  for  he  is  folicitous  only  about  the  profperity  of  the 
Britiih  manufactures,  and  the  prcfervation  of  the  Britiih  trade,  but 
ha$  0>ewa  very  little  regard  to  Britiih  virtuer 
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That  part  of  his  argiimerit  is  therefore  not  neceflary  to  be  anfwered, 
if  the  fuggeftion  upon  which  it  is  founded  were  true,  fince  it  will  be 
rufficicnt  to  compare  the  advantage  of  the  two  fchemes.  And  with 
regard  to  his  infmuation,  that  fensltorial  braiidy  may  be  revived  by  a 
high  duty,  I  believe,  firft,  that  no  fuch  evafion  can  be  contrived, 
and  in  the  next  place,  am  confident,  that  it  may  be  defeated  by 
burthening  the  new-invented  liquor,  whatever  it  be^  if  it  be  equally 
pernicious,  with  art  equal  ta^.  The  path  of  our  duty^  my  Lords,  is 
plain  and  eafy,  and  oiily  reprefented  diiScuh  by  thofe  who  are  inclined 
to  deviate  from  it. 

Lord  Bathurst  fpoke  next  to  the  efFedl following:— My Xotds, 
Whatever  meafures  may  be  praflifod  by  thd  people  for  dudiiig  tho 
purpofes  of  the  bill  now  before  us,  with  Whatever  induftry  they  may 
invent  new  kinds  of  fenatorial  brandy,  6r  by  whatever  artific<^8  thry 
may  efcape  the  diligence  of  the  officers  employed  to  collet  a  dutf 
levied  upon  their  vices  and  their  pleafures,  there  is^  at  leaft,  no 
danger,  that  they  will  purchafe  from  thg  Continent  thofe  liquors 
which  we  are  endeavouring  to  withhold  from  tliem^  or  that  this  bill 
will  impoveri£b  our  country  by  promoting  a  ,trad6  contrary  to  its 
intcreft. 

What  would  be  the  confequence  of  the  duty  of  three  (hillings  a 
gallon,  propofed  by  the  noble  Lofd^  it  is  eafy  to  judge.  What,  my 
Lords,  can  be  expected  from  it,  but  that  it  will  either  oblige  or  en-^ 
courage  the  venders  of  fpirits  to  procure  from  other  places  what  they 
can  no  longer  buy  for  reafonable  t>rices  at  hOme  7  and  that  thofe 
drunkards  who  cannot  or  will  not  fuddenly  change  their  cuftoms^  will 
purchafe  from  abroad  the  pleafures  which  we  Withhold  from  them^ 
and  the  wealth  of  the  nation  be  daily  diminilhed^  but  the  virtue 
little  encreafed  \ 

Thus,  my  Lords,  fhall  we  at  once  deftrOy  our  own  manufa^ure 
and  promote  that  of  our  neighbours.  Thus  fhall  wc  enrich  other 
governments  by  diftreffing  our  own^  and  inftead  of  increailng 
fobriety,  only  encourage  a  more  expenfive  and  pernicious  kind  of 
debauchery. 

In  the  bill  now  under  our  confideratlon,  a  middle  way  is  propofed, 
by  which  reformation  may  be  introduced  by  thofe  gradations  which 
have  always  been  found  necelFary  when  inveterate  vices  are  to  be 
encountered.  In  this  bill  every  neceilary  confideratlon  appears  to 
have  been  regarded,  the  health  of  the  people  will  be  preferved,  and 
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their  virtue  recovered,  without  deftroying  their  trade  or  ftarvlisg 
their  manufa£lurers. 

The  efficacy  of  thii  bill  (eems^  indeed,  to  be  allowed  by  fome  of 
the  Lords  who  oppofe  it,  fince  their  chief  objection  has  arifen  from 
their  doubts  whether  it  can  be  executed.  If  a  law  be  ufeleis  In 
itfelf,  it  is  of  no  iinportance  whether  it  is  executed  or  not ;  and 
therefore,  I  think,  it  may  fafely  be  inferred,  that  they  who  are  fblictt- 
ous  how  it  may  be  enforced,  are  convinced  of  its  ufefulneis. 

If  this,  my  Lords,  be  the  chiefobjeAion  now  remaining,  a  Iitde 
confideration  will  eafily  remove  it  -,  for  it  is  well  known,  tbat  the 
only  obftruftion  of  the  former  law  was  the  danger  of  information ; 
but  this  law,  my  Lords,  is  fo  contrived,  that  it  will  promote  the 
execution  of  itfelf ;  for  by  fetting  licences  at  fo  low  a  price,  their 
number  will  be  multiplied,  and  every  man  who  has  taken  a  licence 
will  think  himfelf  juftified  in  informing  againft  him  that  fhall  retail 
Ipirits  without  a  legal  right. 

If,  therefore,  there  (hould  be,  as  a  noble  Lord  has  very  reafonably 
fuppofed,  fifty  thoafand  licenfed  venders  of  thefe  liquors,  there  will 
likewiie  be  fifty  thoufand  informers  againft  unlawful  traders ;  and  as 
the  liquors  may  then  always  be  had  under  fan£lion  of  the  law,  the' 
populace  win  not  intereft  themfelves  in  that  procefs  which  can  have 
no  tendency  to  obftrud  their  pleafiire. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  (hall  we,  by  agreeing  to  this  bill,  make  a  law 
that  will  be  at  once  ufeful  to  the  government  and  beneficial  to  the 
people,  which  will  be. at  once  powerful  in  its  efFeds  and  eafy  in  its 
execution  ;  and  therefore,  inftead  of  attending  any  more  to  the  wild 
and  imprafticaUe  fdiemes  of  heavy  taxes,  rigorous  punilhments, 
fudden  reformations,  and  vident  reftraints,  I  hope  we  (hall  unani- 
moufly  approve  this  method,  from  which  fo  much  may  be  hoped, 
while  nothing  is  hazarded. 

Lord  Carterst  then  rofe  up  and  fpoke  in  fubftance  as  follows : 
—My  Lords,  though  the  noble  Lord  who  has  been  pleafed  to  incite 
lis  to  an  unanimous  concurrence  with  himfelf  and  his  aflbciates  of  the 
miniftry  in  paffing  this  excellent  and  wonder-working  bill,  this  bill 
which  is  to  lefien  the  confumption  of  fpirits,  without  leflcning  the 
quantity  which  is  dtftilled,  which  is  to  reftrain  drunkards  from 
drinking,  by  fetting  their  favourite  liquor  always  before  their  eyes,  to 
conquer  habits  by  continuinjg  them,  sind  correA  vice  by  indulging  it 
according  to  the  loweft  reckoning,  for  at  leaft  another  jrear  5  yet, 
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my  Lords,  fuch  is  my  obftinacy,  or  fuch  my  ignorance^  diat  I  can- 
not yet  comply  with  his  propofal,  nor  can  prevail  with  myfelf  either 
to  concur  with  meafures  fo  apparently  oppofite  to  the  intcreft  of  the  j 

public,  or  to  hear  them  vindicated,  without  declaring  how  little  I 
approve  them. 

During  the  courfc  of  this  long  debate  I  have  endeavoured  to  reca* 
pitulate  and  digeft  the  arguments  which  have  been  advanced,  and 
have  confidered  them  both  feparate  and  conjoined ;  but  find  myfelf 
at  the  fame  diftance  from  convi<3ion  as  when  I  entered  tl^e  Houfe  ( 
nor  do  I  imagine,  that  they  can  much  affed  any  man  who  does  not 
voluntarily  aiBft  them  by  ftrong  prejudice. 

In  vindication  of  this  bill,  my  Lords,  we  have  been  told,  that  the 
prefent  law  is  ineffe^al ;  that  our  manufadure  is  not  to  be  deftroyed^ 
or  not  this  year ;  that  tjjc  fecurity  ofiered  by  the  prefent  bill  has 
induced  great  numbers  to  fubfcribe  po  the  new  fund ;  that  it  has  beea 
approved  by  the  Commons  ;  and  that,  if  it  be  found  inefFe&ual,  it 
may  be  amepded  another  fe^n. 

All  thefe  arguments,  my  Lords,  I  fliall  endeavour  to  examine, 
beoauie  I  am  always  defirous  of  gratifying  tbofe  great  men  to  whom 
the  adminiftration  of  afiairs  is  entrufled,  and  have  always  very 
cautioufly  avoided  the  odium  of  difafie£Uon  which  they  will  undoubt* 
ediy  throw,  in  imitation  of  their  predeceflbrs,  upon  all  thofe  whofe 
wayward  confciences  iball  oblige  them  to  hinder  the  execution  of 
tjieir  fchemes. 

With  a  very  ftrong  defire,  therefore,  though  with  no  great  hopes 
of  finding  thiem  in  the  right,  I  venture  to  begin  my  enquiry,  and 
engage  in  the  examination  of  their  firft  aflertion,  that  the  preff^nt 
law  againft  the  abufe  of  ftrong  liquors  is  without  elFed. 

I  hopfs,  my  Lords,  it  portends  well  to  my  enquiry,  that  the  firft 
portion  which  I  have  to  examine  is  true,  npr  can  I  forbear  to  con^* 
gratuUte  your  Lordfbips  upon  having  heard  from  the  new  miniftry 
one  aflertion  not  to  be  contradided* 

It  is  evident,  my  Lords,  from  d^ly  obfervation,  ai)d  deiponftrable* 
frpm  the  papers  upon  the  table,  that  every  year,  fince  the  ena^on  of 
tbe  laft  law,  that  vice  has  increale4  which  it  was  intended  to  reprefi, 
and  that  no  time  has-been  (b  fiivourable  to  the  retailers  of  fpirits  as 
that  which  has  pafled  fince  they  were  prohibited* 

It  may  therefore  be  expeded,  my  Lords,  that  having  agreed  with 
t)}(  minii^ers  in  their  fundamental  propofittopi  I  (hall  concur  with 

J  i  3  them 
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them  in  the  confequence  which  they  draw  from  it  \  and  having  al- 
lowed that  the  prefent  law  is  inefivdual,  fhould  admit  that  another  is 
neccflary. 

But,  iny  LordS|  in  order  Jo  difcovcr  whether  this  confequence  be 
ncceljiry,  it  muft  firft  be  enquired  why  the  pfefent  law  is  of  no  force  i 
For,  my  Lords,  it  will  be  founfl,  upon  reflexion,  that  there  arc 
certain  degrees  of  corruption  that  may  hinder  the  cftefts  of  the  heft 
Jaws.  The  magiftrates  may  be  vicious,  and  forbear  to  enforce  tha^ 
law,  by  which  themfelyes  afe  condejnncd;  they  may  be  indolent,  and 
inclined  rather  to  connive  at  wickedncfs  by  which  they  are  not  injured 
themfelyes,  thai)  to  reprefs  it  by  a  laborious  exertion  of  their  au- 
thority; or  they  may  be  timorous,  and,  inftead  of  awing  the  vicious, 
inay  (>e  awe(l  by  them. 

In  any  of  thefe  cafes,  my  Lords,  the  law  is  not  to  be  condemned 
for  its  ineficacy,  fince  it  only  h\h  by  the  defed  of  thofe  whp  are  to 
dired  its  operations  i  the  befl  and  moft  important  laws  will  contribute 
very  little  to  the  fecurity  or  t^appinefe  of  a  people^  if  no  judges  of 
integrity  and  fpirit  can  be  foiind  amqngft  them.  Even  the  mcft 
beneficial' and  ufefiil  bil}  that  minifters  can  poi&hly  imagine,  a  bill 
for  laying  on  our  eftate?  a  ta^c  of  the  fifth  par(  of  their  yearly  value^ 
would  be  wholly  without  effefb,  if  collectors  could  not  be  obtained. 

I  am  therefore,  my  Lords,  yet  doubtful,  ivhether  the  ine£Bcacy  of 
the  law  now  fubfifting  necefiarily  obliges  u$  to  provide  another  ;  for 
thofe  that  declared  it  to  be  ufelefs,  owned  at  the  fame  time,  that  no 
man  endeavoured  to  enforce  it;  fo  that  perhaps  its  only  defedl  may 
be,  that  it  will  not  execute  itfelf. 

Nor  though  I  (hould  allow,  that  the  law  is  at  prefent  impeded  by 
difficulties  which  cannot  be  broken  through,  but  by  men  of  more 
fpirit  and  dignity  than  the  minifters  may  be  inclined  to  truft  with 
commiffions  of  the  peace,  yet  it  can  only  be  colleSed  that  anodier 
law  is  neteflaryi  not  that  the  law  now  propofed  will  be  of  any 
advantage. 

Great  ufe  has  been  made  of  the  inefficacy  of  the  prefent  law  to 
decry  the  propofal  made  by  the  noble  Lord  for  laying  a  high  duty 
upon  thefc  pernicious  liquors.  High  duties  have  already,  as  we  are 
informed,  been  tried  without  advantage ;  high  duties  are  at  this  hour 
impofed  upon  thofe  fpirits  which  are  retailed,  yet  we  fee  them  every 
day  fold  in  the  ftrcpts  without  the  payment  of  the  tax  required ;  and 

therefore 
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therefore  it  wMI  be  folly  to  make  a  fecond  efiay  of  means  which  have 
been  lauod*,  by  the  experience  of  many  years,  unfucceftful. 

It  has  been  jgranted  on  aH  fides  in  this  debate,  nor  was  it  ever 
denied  on  any  other  occafion,  tha^  ihk  confumption  of  any  com- 
modity is  moft  eafily  to  be  hindered  by  rating  its  price,  and  its  price 
is  to  be  raifed  by  the  impofition  of  a  duty ;  this,  my  Lords,  which  is, 
I  fuppofe,  the  opinion  of  every  man,  of  whatever  degree  of  experienct^ 
ior  undcrftanding,  appears  likewile  to  have  been  thought  by  the 
authors  of  the  prcfent  law;  and  therefore  they  imagined,  that  they 
bad  cfFeftually  provided  againft  the  increafe  of  drunkeflnefs,  by  laying 
upon  that  liquor  which  fliould  be  retailed  in  fmall  quantities,  a  duty 
which  none  of  the  inferior  clailes  of  drunkards  would  be  able  to  pay. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  they  conceived,  that  they  bad  refprmed  the 
common  people  without  infringing  the  pleafures  of  others,  and  ap^ 
plauded  the  happy  contrivance  by  which  fpirits  were  to  be  made  dear 
tyrAy  to  the  poor,  while  every  man  who  could  afford  to  purchafetwo 
gallons  was  at  liberty  to  riot  at  his  eafe,  and  over  a  full  flowing 
bumper  look  down  with  contempt  upon  his  former  companions, 
now  ruthlefsly  condemned  to  difconfolate  fobriety,  or  obliged  to  re* 
gale  themfehres  with  liquor  which  did  no  fpeedy  execution  upon  their 
cares,  but  held  them  for  many- tedious  hours  in  a  languifliing  pof?- 
feffion  of  their  fenfes  and  their  limbs. 

But,  my  Lords,  this  intention  was  fruftrated,  and  the  projeA, 
ingenious  as  it  was,  fed  to  the  ground  ;  for  though  they  had  laid  a 
tax,  they  unhappily  forgot,  that  this  tax  would  make  no  addition 
to  the  price,  unlets  it  was  paid ;  and  that  it  would  not  be  paid| 
vnleis  feme  were  impowered  to  colled  it. 

Here,  my  Lords,  was  the  difficulty,  thofe  who  made  the  law  were 
ificKned  to  lay  a  tax  from  which  themfelves  fliould  be  exempt,  and 
therefore  would  not  charge  the  liquor  as  it  iffued  from  the  ftill ;  and 
when  once  it  was  difperfed  in  the  hands  of  petty  dealers,  it  was  no 
longer  to  be  found  without  the  affiftance  of  informers,  and  informers 
could  not  carry  on  the  bufinefs  of  perfecution,  without  the  confent 
of  the  people. 

It  is  not  neceflary  to  dwell  any  longer  upon  the  law  of  which  the 
repeal  is  propofed,  fince  it  appearjs  already,  that  it  failed  only  from  a 
partiality  not  eafily  defended,  and  from  the  omiffion  of  what  is  now 
propofed|  Ae  coUkSticn  of  die  duty  as  thp  li(pior  is  lUftiDed^ 

I  i  4  V 
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If  this  ipetbod  be  followed,  tber^.  will  be  no  longer  anj^need  of  in- 
formation or  of  any  rigorous  or  new  meafures ;  the  fame  offipeii 
that  cplkd  a  fmajler  duty  may  leyy  a  greater,  nor  can  they  be  cafily 
deceived  yrith  regard  to  the  quantities  that  are  mjuie  ;  thf:  deceits,  at 
Ipaft,  tb^t  can  i>e  ufed,  are  in  ufe  already ;  they  are  ^equently  dcte&d 
and  fuppreire4  ;  nor  will  a  lafgpr  duty  ena)>}e  the  diftijlers  to  elude  the 
vigilance  of  the  officers  \vith  more  fucce(s. 

Againft  this  prppofal,  therefore»  the  inefficacy  of  the  prefent  lavf 
pan  be  no  objedlion  ;  but  it  is  urged,  that  fuch  duties  would  deftroj 
the  trade  of  djftilling,  and  a  noble  Lord  has  beien  pleafed  to  ejcprdf 
great  tcnderncr3  for  a  manufa<5tu|:e  fo  beneficial  and  e^tenfiye* 

I  cannot  but  fometimes  wonder,  my  Lqrds,  at  the  amazing  variety 
pf  intcllcds,  which  ey^ry  day  fufnifiies  foqie  oppprtunity  or  odier  of 
pbfervipg,  and  which  cannot  but  be  remai:]ixd  pn  thi^  pccafioq^ 
when  on$  prpduce^  againft  a  propof^l  the  yery  argument  iifiiic|i 
another  offers  in  its  fgyour«  That  a  large  duty  levied  sit  dye  fti]! 
would  d^ftroy  or  yery  much  impair  the  trade  of  diftilling,  i^cerfainly 
fuppofed  by  thofe  who  defend  it,  for  they  pfopofed  it  only  for  tba| 
end ;  and  what  better  method  can  they  propofe,  when  they  are  called 
to  dclibcfatp  vpoff  f  bill  fof  th^  preyentipfi  pf  tt^  ^e^ve  ufe  <^ 
diftilled  liquors  i 

The  noble  Lprd  ha?  \>ccn  pleafed  kindly  tQ  iniprm  fis,  tli^it  Af 
trade  pf  diftillifig  is  very  qctenCve»  that  it  emjdpys  gre^  numbers^ 
and  that  they  have  arrived  at  exquifite  ikilj,  and  thefefore— :>i>ole  w^ 
the  confequence-^^tbe  trade  pf  dff^illing  is  not  be  difco>iraged. 

Once  more,  my  Lords,  allow  me  to  wofider  at  tbe  different  con^ 
ceptions  of  different  underftandings.  It  appear3  to  me,  that  fince  thp 
fpirits  which  the  diftiller^  produce  are  ^low^fl  to  enfeeble  the  limbs, 
and  vitiate  (he  bipod,  to  pervert  the  hear^,  gnd  Qbfcpre  the  intellefis, 
that  the;  num}>er  of  dtftillefs  fhopld  be  no  argument  in  thi^ir  favour ! 
For  {  never  heard  that  a  law  ?gaip((  theft  was  repealed  or  delayed, 
]t>ecaufe  thjeyes  were  numerous.  It  appeafs  to  me,  my  Ix>rdsy  that 
if  (o  formidable  a  body  are  confedefated  again||  t()e  vfrtue  or  the  liv^ 
of  their  fellow^citizens,  it  is  time  to  put  an  end  to  the  havock,  an^ 
tp  interpoi^,  yyhfle  it  is  yet  in  oqr  ppwef  tp  flop  the  cleflruflion. 

As  little,  my  Lords,  am  I  affe£ted  with  ^e  pierit  of  the  wonderfifl 
(kill  which  th^  cjilHIlers  are  faid  tp  have  attained,  that  it  is,  in  my 
opinion,  np  faculty  of  great  ufe  to  mankind,  to  prepare  palatable 
poifon  s  nor  fball  I  ever  contribute  py  interefl  for  the  reprieve  of  a 

purdereri 
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SDMrderer,  becautb  he  has^  by  long  praAice,  obtained  great  dexterity 
ill  his  trade. 

If  their  liquors  are  fo  delicious,  that  the  people  are  tempted  to 
^eir  own  deftmdion,  let  us  at  length,  my  Lords,  fecure  them  from 
tbefe  fatal  draughts,  by  burfting  the  vials  that  contain  them  ;  let  us 
crtilh  at  once  thefe  artifts  in  flaughter,  who  have  reconciled  their 
pountrymen  to  ficknels  and  to  ruin,  and  fpread  over  the  pitfals  of 
debauchery  fuch  baits  as  cannot  be  refifted. 

T'he  noble  Lord  has  indeed  admitted,  that  this  bill  may  not  be 
found  fufficiently  coercive,  but  gives  us  hopes  that  it  may  be  im- 
proved and  enforced  another  year,  and  perfuades  us  to  endeavour  the 
fcformation  of  drunkennefs  by  degrees,  and  above  all,  to  beware  at 
prefent  of  hqrting  the  man\ifa^ure. 

\  apf  yery  ^r,  my  Lords,  from  thinking,  that  there  are  this  year 
^ny  peculiar  reafons  for  tderating  murder ;  nor  can  I  conceive  why 
the  manufa^ure  fhould  be  held  (acred  now,  if  it  be  to  be  deftroyed 
hereafter;  we'  are,  indeed,  defired  to  try  how  fiar  this  law  will 
operate,  that  we  may  be  fpore  able  to  proceed  with  due  regard  to  this 
yaluable  manufa^lfre* 

With  regard  to  the  opp rsftion  pf  the  law,  it  appears  to  me,  that  it 
will  only  enrich  the  government  without  reforming  the  people,  and 
)  believe  there  are  not  many  of  a  different  opinion ;  if  any  diminution 
pf  the  (ale  pf  fpirits  be  expe£led  frpm  it,  it  is  tq  be  confidered,  that 
•this  diminutipn  wjll  or  will  not  be  fuch  as  is  defired  for  the  reforma- 
^on  of  the  people^  if  it  be  fufficient,  the  manufaSifre  is  at  an  end, 
fxA  all  the  reafons  againfl  a  higher  duty  are  of  equal  fprce  agaii^ft 
ffais ;  but  if  it  \%  ifot  fufficient,  we  have,  at  leaft,  omitted  par(  of  our' 
fluty,  and  have  negle£ted  the  health  and  virtue  x>f  the  pepfde, 

}  capnot^  my  Lords,  yet  difcover,  why  a  reprieve  is  defired  for 
diis  manufaiSure,  why  the  prefent  year  is  not  equally  propitious  to 
|lie  reformation  of  mankii^d  as  any  ^ill  be  that  may  fucceed  it.  It  is 
true  wc  are  at  waf  with  fwp  natipns,  and,  perhaps,  with  more  ;  but 
war  may  be  bettef  profecuted  without  money  than  without  men,  and 
we  but  litde  confult  the  military  glory  of  our  country,  if  we  raife 
fupplies  for  paying  our  arq)ieS|  by  tl^e  deftru£(ion  of  thofe  armies  t^at 
ive  are  contriving  to  pay. 

Wc  have  heard  the  necefSty  pf  reforming  the  natiop  by  degrees 
^rged  as  an  argument  for  impofing  iirft  a  lighter  duty,  and  after* 
y^ards  a  heavier  |  this  complaifance  for  wickednefs^^  mj  Lords,  is  not 
"     '    ■ fb 
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(o  defenfiUe  as  that  tt  (hould  be  battered  by  arguments  in  ferm»  an! 
therefore,  I  fiiall  only  relate  a  reply  made  by  Webb^  the  notd 
walker,  upon  a  parallel  occafion. 

This  man,  who  mud  be  remembered  by  many  of  your  Lordftips 
was  remarkable  for  vigour,  both  of  mind  and  body,  and  lived  wh<% 
upon  water  for  his  drink,  and  chiefly  upon  vegetables  for  his  otlicr 
fuftenance  ;  he  was  one  day  recommending  his  regimen  to  one  of  his 
friends  who  loved  wine,  and  who  perhaps  might  fomewhat  contritrattf 
to  the  profpcrlty  of  this  Jpirituous  manufaSiure^  and  urged  htm,  with 
great  earneftnefs,  to  quit  a  courfe  of  luxury  by  which  his  health  anj 
his  intellects  would  equally  be  deftroyed.  The  gendeman  appeared 
convinced,  and  told  him,  that  he  would  conform  to  his  coqnfel,  and 
thought  he  could  not  change  his  courfe  of  life  at  once,  but  would 
leave  ofFftrong  liquors  by  degrees.  By  degreei?,  fays  the  other,  with 
indignation !  if  you  fhould  unhappily  fall  into  the  fire,  would  joa 
caution  your  fervants  not  to  pull  you  out  but  by  degrees  ? 

This  anfwer,  my  Lords,  is  applicable  in  the  prefent  cafe;  die 
jiation  is  funk  Into  the  loweft  ftate  of  corruption,  the  people  are  not 
only  vicious  but  infolent  beyond  example,  they  not  only  break  the 
laws  but  defy  them,  and  yet,  fomc  of  your  Lordihips  are  for  reform- 
ing them  by  degrees. 

I  am  not  eafily  perfuaded,  my  Lords,  that  our  minifters  reaDy  in* 
tend  to  fupply  the  defers  that  may  hereafter  be  difcovered  in  this  bill ; 
it  will  doubtlefs  produce  money,  perhaps  much  more  than  they  appear 
to  expedt  from  it ;  I  doubt  not  but  the  licenfed  retailers  will  be  more 
than  fifty  thoufand,  and  the  quantity  retailed  muft  increafe  with  the 
number  of  retailers*  As  the  bill  will  therefore  anfwer  all  the  end^ 
intended  by  it,  I  do  Qpt  expeA  to  fee  it  altered,  for  I  have  never 
cbfervcd  minifters  defirous  of  amending  their  own  errors,  unle&  they 
are  fucb  as  produce  a  deficiency  in  the  revenue. 

Beffdes,    my  Lords,   it  is  not  certain,  that  when  this  fund  b 

* 

piortgaged  to  the  public  creditors,  they  can  prevail  upon  the  Com- 
mons to  change  the  fecurity ;  they  may  continue  the  bill  in  force  for 
jthe  reafon$,  whatever  they  are,  for  >rhich  they  have  paf&d  it,  and  the 
good  intentions  of  our  minifters,  however  flncere,  may  be  defeated, 
and  drunkennefs,  legal  drunkennefs,  eflabliihed  in  die  nation. 

This,  my  Lords,  is  very  reafonable ;  and  therefore  we  ought  to 
pcert  ourfelves  for  the  fafety  of  the  nation,  while'the  power  is  yet  tn 
our  own  hands,  and  without  regard  to  the  opinion  or  proceedings  of 
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other  Houfe,  (hew  that  we  are  yet  the  chief  guafdians  of  the 
people,  and  the  moft  vigilant  adverfaries  of  wickednefs. 

The  ready  compliance  of  the  Commons  with  the  meafures  pro- 
pofed  in  this  bill,  has  been  mentioned  here  with  a  view,  I  fuppofe,  of 
influencing  us,  but  furely  by  thofe  who  had  forgotton  our  indepen* 
dence,  or  rcfigned  their  own.     It  is  not  6nly  the  right,  but  the  duty 
4of  either  Houfe,  to  deliberate  without  regard  to  the  determinations 
of  the  other ;  for  how  would  the  nation  receive  any  benefit  from  the 
fliftinf):  powers  that  compofe  the  legiflature,  unlefs  their  determina- 
tions are  without  influence  upon  each  other  ?  If  either  the  example 
or  authority  of  the  Commons  can  divert  us  from  following  our  own 
conviftions,  we  arc  no  longer  part  of  the  legiflature  -,  we  have  given 
tip  our  honours  and  our  privileges,  and  what  then  is  our  concurrence 
but  flavery,  or  our  fuffrage  but  an  echo  ? 

The  only  argument  therefore  that  now  remains,  is  the  expediency 
of  gratifying  thofe  by  whofe  ready  fubfcription  the  exigencies  which 
the  councils  of  our  new  ftatefmen  have  brought  upon  u§,  and  of  con- 
tinuing the  fecurity  by  which  they  have  been  encouraged  to  fuch  libe* 
fz\  contributions, 

Public  credit,  my  Lords,  is  indeed  of  very  great  importance,  but 
public  credit  can  never  be  long  fupported  without  public  virtue  ;  nor 
indeed  if  the  government  could  mortgage  the  morals  and  health  of 
the  people,  would  it  be  juft  or  rational  to  confirm  the  bargain.  If 
the  miniftry  can  raife  money  only  by  the  deftrudion  of  their  fellow- 
fubjefb,  they  ought  to  abandon  thofe  fchemes  for  which  the  money 
is  necefTary :  for  what  calamity  can  be  equal  to  unbounded  wick- 
ednefs ? 

But,  my  Lords,  there  is  no  neceflity  for  a  choice  which  may  coft 
us  or  our  minifters  fo  much  regret ;  for  the  fame  fubfcriptiona  may 
be  procured  by  an  offer  of  the  fame  advantages  to  a  fund  of  any  other 
kind,  and  the  finking  fund  will  eaiily  fupply  any  deficiency  that  might 
\}e  fufpeAed  in  another  fcheme.  « 

Toconfefs  the  truth,  I  fhouldfeel  very  little  pain  from  an  account 
that  the  nation  ws^s  for  fome  time  determined  to  be  lefs  liberal  of 
their  contribution,  and  tha^  money  was  withheld,  till  it  was  knowQ 
in  what  expeditions  it  was  to  be  employed,  to 'what  princes  fubfidiet 
were  to  be  paid,  and  what  advantages  were  to  be  purchafed  by  it  for 
our  country.  I  ihould  rejoice,  my  Lords,  to  hear  that  the  lot* 
tcry,   by  which  the  deficiencies  of  this  duty  arc  to  be   fiipplied, 

5  wa^ 
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was  not  filled  ;  and  that  the  people  were  grown  at  la£k  wife 

to  difcern  the  fraud,  and  to  prefer  honeft  commerce,  by  which  i\ 

may  be  gainers,  to  a  game  by  which  the  greateft  number  mu£t  cti- 

tainly  lofe,  and  in  which  no  man  can  reafonably  expeft  that  he  lliil| 

be  the   happy  favourite    of  fortune,    on  whom  a    prize    ihall  faej 

Conferred. 

The  lotteries,  my  Lords,  which  former  minifters  have  pxopofcdg^ 
have  always  been  cenfured  by  thofe  that  faw  their  nature  and  tbdr 
tendency ;  they  have  been  confidered  as  legal  cheats,  by  ivhich  tk 
ignorant  and  the  rafh  are  defrauded,  and  the  fubtle  and  avaricious 
often  enriched ;  they  have  been  allowed  to  divert  the  people  from 
trade,  and  to  alienate  them  from  ufeful  induftry.  A  man  who  b 
uneafy  in  his  circumdances,  and  idle  in  his  difpafition,  coJleds  At 
remains  of  his  fortune,  and  buys  tickets  in  a  lottery,  retires  from 
bufinefs,  indulges  himfelf  in  lazinefs,  and  waits,  in  fome  obicwc 
place,  the  event  of  his  adventure*  Another,  inftead  of  emplojing 
his  (lock  in  a  (hop  or  warehoufe,  rents  a  garret  in  a  private  ftreet, 
^d  makes  it  his  bufinefs,  by  faife  intelligence,  and  chimerical  alarms, 
to  raife  and  fink  the  price  of  tickets  alternately,  and  (akes  advantage 
of  the  lies  which  he  has  hiipfelf  invented. 

Such,  n>y  Lords,  }s  the  traffic  that  is . produced  by  this  fcheme  of 
raifing  tponeyi  nor.wc^rc  thefe  inconveniencies  unknown  to  the 
prefept  minifters  in  the  time  of  their  predeceiTprs,  whom  they  never 
failed  to  purfue  with  the  loudeft  clamours,  whenever  the  exigendes 
of  the  government  reduced  them  to  a  lottery. 

If  I,  my  Lords,  might  prefume  to  recommend  to  our  minifters 
the  -mod  probable  method  of  raifmg  a  large  fum  for  the  payment  of 
the  troops  of  the  electorate,  I  (hould,  inftead  of  the  tax  and  lottery 
now  propofed,  advife  them  to  eftabliih  a  certain  number  of  licenfed 
wheel-barrows,  on  which  the  laudable  trade  of  thimble  and  button 
might  be  carried  on  for  the  fupport  of  the  war,  and  flioe-boy^  might 
contribute  to  the  defence  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  by  raffling  for 
apples.  '  , 

Having  now,  my  Lords,  examined  with  the  utmoft  candour,  all 
the  reafons  which  have  been  offered  in  defence  of  the  bill^  I  cannot 
conceal  the  refult  of  my  enquiry.  The  arguments  have  had  fo  little 
cfFecl  upon  my  underfi^nding,  that  as  every  man  judges  of  others  by 
hinvfclf,  I  cannot  believe  that  they  have  any  influence,  even  upon 
thofe  that  offer  them  -,  and  therefore  I  am  convinced,  that  tbi^  bill 
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sauft  be  the  refult  of  confiderations  which  have  been  hitherto  con* 
ir^aled,  and  is  intended  to  promote  defigns  which  are  never  to  be  dif- 
;:xovered  by  the  authors  before  their  execution. 

With  regard  to  thcfe  motives  and  defigns,  however  artfully  con- 
crealed,  every  Lord  in  this  Aflembly  is  yet  at  liberty  to  offer  his  con- 
§e£lurcs;  and  therefore  I  (hall  venture  to  lay  before  you  what  has 
^riien  in  my  mind,  without  pretending  to  have  difcovered  abfolute 
certainty,  what  i'uch  accompliflied  politicians  hare  endeavoured  to 
<:onceal. 

When  I  confider,  ny  Lords,  the  tendency  of  this  bill,  I  find  it 
calculated  only  for  the  propagation  of  difeafes,  the  fuppreffion  of 
induftry,  and  the  deftru£lion  of  mankind ;  I  find  it  the  moft  fatal 
engine  that  ever  was  pointed  at  a  people,  an  engine  by  which  thofe 
'who  are  not  killed  will  be  difabled,  and  thofe  who  preferve  their 
Kmbs,  wilt  be  deprived  of  their  ienfes. 

I^hit  bill  therefore  appears  to  be  defigne'd  only  to  thin  the  ranks 
of  mankind,  and  to  difburthen  the  world  of  the  multitudes  that  in-- 
habit  It ;  and  is,  perhaps,  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  political  fagacitjr . 
that  our  new  minifters  have  yet  exhibited.  They  well  know,  mj 
Lords,  that  they  are  univerfally  detefted,  and  that  wherever  a  Briton 
is  deftroyed,  they  are  freed  from  an  enemy;  they  have  therefore 
opened  the  flood-gates  of  gin  upon  the  nation^  that  when  it  is  lels 
numerous,  it  may  be  more  eafily  governed. 

Other  minifters,  my  Lords,  who  had  not  attained  to  fo  great  a 
knowledge  in  the  art  of  making  war  upon  their  country,  when  they 
found  their  enemies  clamorous  and  bold,  ufed  to  awe  them  with 
profecutions  and  penalties,  or  deftroy  them  like  burglars,  with  pri- 
ions  and  with  gibbets.  But  every  age,  my  Lords^  produces  fome 
improvement,  and  every  nation,  however  degenerate,  gives  birth  at 
fome  happy  period  of  time  to  men  of  great  and  enterprifing  genius. 
It  is  our  fortune  to  be  witnelTes  of  a  new  difcovery  in  politics  j  we  - 
may  congratulate  ourfelves  upon  being  contemporaries  with  thofe 
men  who  have  fliewn  that  hangmen  and  halters  are  unneceiTary  in  a 
ftate,  and  that  minifters  may  efcape  the  reproach  of  dcftroying  their 
enemies,  by  inciting  them  to  deftroy  thcmfelves. 

This  new  method  may,  indeed,  have  upon  different  conftitutions 
a  different  operation ;  it  may  deftroy  the  lives  of  fome,  and  the  fenfes 
of  others  $  but  either  of  thefe  effeds  will  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  the 
ininiftry,  tp  whom  it  is  indifferent,  provided  the  nation  becomes  in- 

fenfiblei 
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fenfible,  whether  peftilence  or  lunacy  prevails  among  them.  Ehte] 
mad  or  dead,  the  greatefl:  part  of  the  people  muft  quickly  be,  <f  ^ 
there  is  no  hope  of  the  continuance  of  the  prefent  miniftry. 

For  this  purpofe,  my  Lords,  what  could  have  been  invented  mcxt 
efficacious  than  an  eftabliihment  of  a  certain  number  of  {hops  if 
which  poifon  may  be  vended ;  poifon  (b  prepared,  as  to  pleafe  tk 
palate  while  it  waftes  the  ftrength,  and  to  kill  only  by  intoxicatkiii. 
From  the  firft  inftant  that  any  of  the  enemies  of  the  miniftry  fluB 
grow  clamorous  and  turbulent,  a  crafty  hireling  may  lead  him  to 
the  minifterial  flaughter-houfe,  and  ply  him  with  their  wonder- 
working liquor,  till  he  is  no  longer  able  to  fpeak  or  think  %  and,  my 
Lords,  no  man  can  be  more  agreeable  to  our  minifters  than  he  that 
can  neither  fpeak  nor  think,  except  thofe  who  fpeak  without 
thinking. 

But,  my  Lords,  the  minifters  ought  to  reflect,  that  though  all 
the  people  of  the  prefent  age  are  their  enemies,  yet  they  have  noade 
no  trial  of  the  temper  and  inclinations  of  pofterity ;  our  iucceflbn 
nay  be  of  opinions  very  different  from  ours ;  they  may  perhaps  ap- 
prove of  wars  on  the  continent,  vfhi\e  our  plantations  are  infuhcd, 
and  our  trade  obftruded ;  they  may  think  the  fupport  of  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria  of  more  importance  to  us  than  our  own  defence,  and 
may  perhaps  fo  far  differ  from  their  fathers,  as  to  imagine  the  trca- 
fures  of  Britain  very  properly  employed  in  fupporting  the  troops,  and 
increafing  the  fplendor  of  a  foreign  eledorate. 

Since  therefore  it  will  not  be  denied  by  our  minifters,  tiiat  the 
affcftion  and  gratitude  of  pofterity  may  atone  for  the  obftinacy, 
blindnefs,  and  malice  of  the  prefent  age ;  fince  thofe  meafures  which 
arc  now  univerfally  cenfured,  may  at  fome  diftant  time  be  praifed 
with  equal  unanimity;  why,  my  Lords,  (hould  they  extend  thar 
vengeance  to  the  fucceeding  generation  ?  why  fliould  they  endeavour 
to  torture  their  limbs  with  pains,  and  load  their  lives  with  the  guilt 
of  their  parents  f  why  (hould  they  hinder  that  trade  to  which  Aey 
muft  owe  all  the  comforts  which  plenty,  affords  ?  why  fliould  they  ea* 
deavour  to  intercept  their  exiftence,  or  fufFer  them  to  exift  only  to 
be  wretched  ? 

If  I  may  once  more  declare  my  fentiments,  my  Lords,  I  believe  the 
minifters  do  not  fo  much  wifli  to  debilitate  the  bodies  as  the  under^ 
ftandings  of  pofterity,  nor  fo  ardently  defire  a  race  of  cripples  as  of 
fools.    For  cripples,  my  Lords,  can  make  no  figure  at  a  sevi^w,  nor 
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ft  rut  in  a  red'  coat  with  a  tolerable  grace;  but  fools  are  known  by 
long  experience  to  be  the  principal  fupport  of  an  army,  fince  thty 
are  the  only  perfons  who  are  willing  to  pay  it ! 

AVhatever,  my  Lords,  be  the  true  reafons  for  which  this  bill  is  (a 

lirannly  promoted,  I  think  they  ought,  atleaft,  to  be  deliberately 

examined ;  and  therefore  cannot  think  it  conftftent  with  our  regard 

for  the  nation  to  fuflfer  it  to  be  precipitated  into  a  law.     The  year, 

my  Lords,  is  not  fo  far  advanced  as  that  fupplies  may  not  be  raifed 

by  fome  other  method,  if  this  (hould  be  rejeded ;  nor  do  I  think  that 

ive  ought  to  confent  to  this,  even  though  our  refufal  fhould  hinder 

the  fupplies,  fince  we  have,  no  right,  for  the  fake  of  any  advantage,, 

however  certain  or  great,  to  violate  all  the  laws  of  heaven  and  earth, 

to  doom  thoufands  to  deftru£tion,  and  to  fill  the  exchequer  with  the 

price  of  the  lives  of  our  fcllow-fubje£b. 

I^t  us  therefore,  my  Lords,  not  fuSer  ourfelves  to  be  driven 
forward  with  fuch  hafte  as  may  hinder  us  from  obferving  whither  w« 
are  going ;  let  us  not  be  perfuaded  to  precifMtate  our  counfels  by 
thofe  who  know  that  all  delays  will  be  detrimental  to  their  defigns, 
becaufe  delays  may  produce  new  information,  and  they  are  coiifciou& 
that  the  bill  will  be  lefs  approved  the  more  it  is  underftood. 

But  every  reafon  which  they  can  of&r  againft  tiie  motion,  is,  ia 
my  opinion,  a  reafon  for  it;  and  therefore  I  fball  leadily  agree  to 
poftpone  the  clauCe,  and  no  leis  readily  to  reject  the  bill* 

If  at  laft  reafon  and  evidence  are  vain,  if  neither  juftice  nor  com- 
paffion  can  prevail,  but  the  nation  muft  be  deftroyed  for  the  fupport 
of  the  government,  let  us  at  leaft,  my  Lords,  confine  our  aflertions, 
in  the  preamble,  to  truth ;  let  us  not  affirm  that  drunkennefs  is  efta- 
bliflied  by  the  advice  or  confent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual,  fince  I  am 
confident  not  one  of  them  will  fo  fiir  contradid  his  own  dodriae,  as 
to  vote  for  a  bill  which  gives  a  fan£tion  to  one  vice,  and  miniflen 
opportunities  and  temptations  to  all  others ;  and  which,  if  it  be  not 
fpeedily  repeided,  will  overflow  the  whole  nation  with  a  deluge  of 
wickednefs. 

Lord  Ilay  next  fpoke  to  the  eflFeft  following: — My  Lords,  I 
have  attended  for  a  long  timer  to  the  noble  Lord,  not  without  fome 
degree  of  unearinefs,  as  I  think  the  manner  in  which  he  has  treated 
«  the  queftion  neither  confident  with  the  dignity  of  this  Aflembly,  nor 
with  tbofe  rules  which  ought  to  be  ever  venerable,  the  great  rules  of 
rtafon  and  humanity.    Yet  being  now  arrived  at  a  time  of  life  in 

which 
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which  the  pai&ons  grow  cakn,  and  patience  eafily  prevails  over  any 
fudden  difguft  or  perturbation^  I  forbore  to  difconcert  him^  tbough 
I  have  known  interruption  produced  by  much  flighter  provocations. 

It  is,  my  Lords,  in  my  opinion,  a  juft  maxim,  that  our  delibera- 
tions can  feceive  very  little  affiftance  from  merriment  and  ridicule, 
and  that  truth  is  feldom  difcovered  by  thofe  who  are  chiefly  folicitous 
to  ftart  a  jeft.  To  convince  the  underftanding,  and  to  tickle  the 
iancy,  are  purpofes  very  difFerent,  and  muft  be  promoted  by  differeoc 
means ;  nor  is  he  always  to  imagine  himfelf  fuperior  in  the  diipute, 
who  is  applauded  with  the  loudeft  laugh. 

To  laugh,  my  Lords,  and  to  endeavour  to  communicate  the  fame 
mirth  to  others,  when  great  affairs  are  to  be  confidered,  is  certainly 
to  negle£l  the  end  for  which  we  are  aflembled,  and  the  reafons  for 
which  the  privilege  of  debating  was  originally  granted  us.  For 
doubtlefs,  my  Lords,  our  honours  and  our  power  were  not  conferred 
upon  us,  that  we  might  be  merry  with  the  better  grac^,  or  that  we 
might  meet  at  certain  times  to  divert  ourfelves  with  turning  the  great 
affairs  of  the  nation  to  ridicule. 

But,  my  Lords,  ftill  lefs  defenfible  is  this  pradice,  when  we  are 
contriving  the  relief  of  mifery,  or  the  reformation  of  vice;  when 
calamities  are  preying  upon  thoufands,  and  the  happinefs  not  only  of 
the  prefent  age,  but  of  pofterity,  muft  depend  upon  our  refolutioos* 
He  that  can  divert  himfelf  with  the  fight  of  mifery,  has  furely  very 
little  claim  to  the  great  praife  of  humanity  and  tendernefs  ;  nor  can 
he  be  juftly  exempted  from  the  cenfure  of  increafmg  evils^  who 
waftes  in  laughter  and  jocularity  that  time  in  which  he  mi^t  relieve 
them. 

The  bill  now  before  us  has  been  reprefented  by  thofe  that  oppofe 
it,  as  big  with  dcftruction,  and  dangerous  both  to  the  lives,  and  to 
the  virtue  of  the  people.  We  have  been  told,  that  it  will  at  once 
fill  die  land  with  ftcknefs  and  with  villainy,  and  that  it  will  be  at  the 
fame  time  fatal  to  our  trade,  and  to  our  power;  yet  thofe  who  are 
willing  to  be  thought  fearful  of  all  thefe  evils,  and  ardently  defirous 
of  averting  them  from  their  country,  cannot  without  laughter  men- 
tion the  bill  which  they  oppofe,  or  enumerate  the  confequencet 
which  they  dread  from  it,  in  any  other  language  than  that  of  irony 
and  burlefque. 

Surely,  my  Lords,  fuch  condu£l  gives  reafon;for  queftioning 
either  their  humanity,  or  their  fincerity ;  for  if  they  really  fear  fudi 

dseadful 
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dreadful  calamities,  how  can  they  be  at  lei&re  for  mirth  and  gaiety  ? 
how  can  they  fport  over  the  grave  of  millions,  and  indulge  their  vain 
ridicule,  when  the  ruin  of  their  country  is  approaching  ? 

But  without  enquiry,  whether  they  vi^ho  oppolb  tht  bill  .will  grant- 
their  oppoficion  hypocritical,  or  their  patriotifm  languid,  I  fhall  lay 
my  opinion  of  this  new  regulation  before  your  Lordfhips  with  equal, 
freedom,  though  with  lefs  luxuriance  of  imagination,  and  lefs  gaieqr 
of  language. 

Of  this  bill,  notwithftanding  the  acutenefs'  with  which  it  has  been 
examined,  and  the  acrimony  with  which  it  has  beeit  cenfured,  I  am 
not  afraid  to  affirm,  that  it  is  neither  wicked  nor  abfurd,  that  all  its 
parts  are  confiftent,  and  that  the  efFe(^s  to  be  expeded  from  it  are 
fobriety  and  health.  I  cannot  find  upon  the  dofeft  examination, 
either  that  it  will  defeat  its  own  end,  or  that  the  end  propofed  by  it 
is  dilFerent  from  that  which  is  profcffTed. 

The  charge  of  encouraging  vice  and  tolerating  drunkennels,  with 
which  the  defenders  of  this  bill  have  been  fo  liberally  afperfed,  may  be, 
in  my  opinion,  more  juftly  retorted  upon  thofe  that  oppofe  it ;  who, 
^ough  they  plead  for  the  continuance  of  a  law,  rigorous  indeed,  and 
vrell  intended,  own  that  it  has  by  the  Experience  of  feveral  years 
been  found  inefFedual. 

What,  my  Lords,  can  a  drunkard  or  a  profligate  be  fuppofed  to 
wiib,  but  that  the  law  may  ftill  remain  in  its  prefent  ftate^  that  he 
may  ftill  be  purfued  in  a  track  by  which  he  knows  how  to  efcape, 
and  oppofed  by  reftratnts  which  he  is  able  to  break  i  What  can  he 
defire,  but  that  the  book  of  ftatutes  (hould  lie  ufelefs,  and  that  no 
laws  ihould  be  made  againft  him,  but  fuch  as  cannot  be  put  in 
execution  i 

The  defers  of  the  prefent  law  are  indeed  very  numerous ;  nor 
ought  it  to  be  continued,  even  though  no  other  were  to  be  fubftituted. 
It  feems  to  fuppofe  the  ufe  of  diftilled  liquors  abfolutely  unlawful,  and 
therefore  impofed  upon  licences  a  duty  fo  enormous,  that  only  three 
were  taken  in  the  whole  kingdom,  and  the  people  were  therefore 
obliged  to  obtain  by  illegal  methods  what  they  could  not  perfiiade 
chemfelves  wholly  to  forbear. 

The  mediod  of  deteding  offenders  was  likewife  fuch  as  gave  op^ 
portunity  for  villainy  to  triumph  over  innocence,  and  for  perjury  to 
grow  rich  with  the  plunder  of  the  poor.  Even  charity  itfelf  might 
he  punifhed  by  it ;  and  he  that  gave  a  glafs  of  fpirlts  to  a  man  fainting 
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under  poverty,  or  ficknefs,  or  fatigue,  might  be  pumihed  as  a  retailer 
of  fpirits  without  a  licence. 

Thcfe  defc^,  which  were  not  feen  when  the  law  was  made,  fixm 
excited  a  diflike.  No  man  enforced  the  execution  of  it,  becaufe 
every  man  knew  that  on  fome  occaiions  he  might  himfelf  break  it ; 
and  they  who  fufFered  for  the  violation  of  it,  were  often  pitied  by  thole 
whofe  office  obliged  them  to  punifli  them.  Thus  the  law,  after  hav* 
ing  been  executed  a  few  months  with  rigour,  was  laid  afide  as  im« 
practicable,  and  appears  now  to  be  tacitly  repealed  \  for  it  is  appa- 
rently an  empty  form  without  eiFe£t. 

If  therefore  the  ufe  of  fpirits  be  fo  de{lru£Hve  as  is  generally  al- 
lowed, it  is  furely  necelTary,  that  the  legiflature  ihould  at  laft  repair 
the  defe6is  of  the  former  law,  and  the  nation  fhould  not  be  vitiated 
and  ruined,  without  fome  endeavours  for  its  prefervation  ;  and,  in 
my  opinion,  to  lay  a  double  duty  upon  thcfe  liquors,  is  very  rational 
and  prudent.     An  increafe  of  the  price  muft  leflen  the  confumption. 

To  what  degree  the  confumption  will  be  diminifhed  by  this  new 
duty,  I  am  not  able  to  foretel ;  but  undoubtedly  fome  diminution  will 
be  produced,  and  the  leaft  diminution  will  aflfbrd  us  this  comfort,  that 
the  evil  does  not  increafe  upon  us,  and  that  this  law  is  therefore  better 
than  that  which  we  have  repealed. 

For  this  reafon,  my  Lords,  I  approve  the  preftnt  biU,  without 
enquiring  whether  it  is  perfect ;  it  is  fufficient  for  me  in  the  prefent 
exigence,  that  the  nation  will  gain  foroething  by  the  change,  and 
the  people  will  be  drawn  nearer  to  fobriety,  temperance,  and  induftry. 

Thus,  my  Lords,  without  paying  any  regard  to  the  determination 
of  the  other  Houfe,  I  think  the  bill  fufficiently  defenfible  by  reafon 
and  policy ;  nor  can  I  conceal  my  opinion,  that  thofe  who  oppofe  it 
are  the  real  enemies  of  their  country. 

[The  queftion.  Whether  the  Houfe  ihould  be  now  refumed,  was 
then  put,  and  determined  iathe  negative  by  56  agaii^  ^5. 

The  other  claufes  were  then  read,  and  agreed  to. 

The  courfe  of  their  proceedings  then  required,  that  a  day  fbouM 
be  appointed  for  the  third  reading,  and  Lord  Sandwich  therefore 
rofe,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  tStSt  \\ 

My  Lords,  As  the  importance  of  the  bill  now  befiwe  us  }uftly  de- 
mands  the  matureft  confideration,  it  is  not  without  unufital  concern, 
that  I  obfervethc  abfence  of  many  Lords,  for  whofe  wifdom  and  ex- 
perience I  have  the  higheft  veneration,  and  whom  I  cftecm  equally 
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for  their  )>enetra'tiot\  and  their  integrity.  I  ihould  hope,  that  all  thofe 
who  fed  in  their  hearts  the  love  of  their  country,  and  are  confcious  of 
abilities  to  promote  its  happinefs,  would  ailemble  on  this  great  occa- 
lion,  and  that  the  collective  wifdom  of  this  Houfe  would  be  exerted, 
ivhen  the  lives  and  fortunes,  and,  what  is  yet  more  worthy  of  regard, 
the  virtue  of  the  people  is  involved  in  the  queftion. 

As  there  can  be  no  avocations  which  can  poffibly  withhold  a  wife 
tnan  from  counfels  of  fuch  moment  to  his  country,  to  himfelf  and 
to  his  pofterity ;  as  there  is  no  intereft  equivalent  to  the  general  happi- 
xiefsj  I  cannot  fappofe,  that  either  bufinefs  or  pleafure  detain  thofe 
vrho  have  not  attended  at  the  examination  of  this  bill ;  and  therefore 
imagine,  that  they  are  abfent  only  becaufe  they  have  not  been  fuffi- 
cientiy  informed  of  the  importance  of  the  queftion  that  was  this  day 
to  be  difcufledk 

It  is  theirefore^  my  Lords^  neceflary,  in  my  cpinioni  that  on  the 
day  of  the  third  reading  they  be  again  fummoned  to  attend^  that  the 
law  which  is  allowed  to  be  only  an  experiment,  of  which  the  event 
is  abfolutely  uncertain^  may  be  examined  with  the  utmoft  care ;  that 
all  its  confequences  may  be  known,  fo  far  as  human  wifdom  is  able  to 
difcover,  and  that  we  may  at  leaft  be  exempt  from  the  imputation  of 
being  negligent  of  the  welfare  of  our  country,  and  of  being  defirous 
€£  avoiding  information  or  enquiry,  left  they  ihould  retard  our  mea«» 
fures,  or  contradifl  our  aflertions. 

But  fince  it  is  reafonable  to  believe,  my  Lords,  that  many  of  thofe 
who  might  affift  us  in  this  difficult  enquiry,  are  now  in  the  country, 
it  is  neceflary,  that  our  fummons  may  have  the  cfftSt  which  is  defired, 
to  defer  the  reading  for  fome  time.  For  to  what  purpofe  will  it  be 
to  require  th)eir  prelience  at  a  time,  at  which  we  know  it  is  impoffiblc 
for  them  to  comply  with  our  orders  i  To  dire£t  what  cannot  be  done, 
is  furely  in  its  own  nature  abfurd  and  contemptible,  and  on  this 
occafion  will  expofe  not  only  our  underftanding  but  our  honefty  to 
doubts ;  for  it  will  be  imagined,  that  we  are  only  endeavouring  to 
make  falfe  fhows  of  icaution  and  accuracy^  and  that  we  in  reality 
defire  to  determine,  without  the  concurrence  of  thofe  whofe  prefence 
we  publicly,  requiir* 

I  therefore  move,  that  the  third  reading  of  this  bill  may  be  de- 
layed five  days,  and  that  immediate  fummons  be  iflued  for  all  L9rds 
to  attend. 

Kk%  Lord 
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Lord  Carteret  fpoke  next  inliibftance  as  follows :— My  Lords, 
If  it  is  the  intention  of  the  noble  Lords  to  debate  once  naore  the 
ufefulnefs  or  expedience  of  this  bill,  if  they  have  any  new  argument 
to  produce,  or  are  dcHrous  of  another  opportunity  to  repeat  tbofe 
which  have  been  already  heard,  I  hope  they  will  not  long  withhold, 
either  from  themfelves  or  their  opponents,  that  fatisfadion. 

Your  Iyord(hips  are  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  the  public, 
and  know  fo  well  the  danger  of  the  liberties  of  tbe  continent,  the 
power  of  the  enemies  whom  we  are  to  oppofe,  the  dreadful  confe- 
quences  of  an  unfaccefsful  oppofition,  and  the  neceffity  of  vigour  and 
expedition  to  procure  fuccefs,  that  it  cannot  be  neceflary  to\irge  die 
impropriety  of  delaying  the  bill  from  which  the  fuppUes  are  to  te 
expected.  ^ 

The  convenience  of  deferring  this  bill,  however  plaufibly  repre* 
fentcd  by  tbe  noble  Lord  who  made  the  motion,  is  overbalanced  by 
die  neceffity  of  confidering  it  to-morrow.  Neceffity  fs  an  argument 
inrhich  no  acutenefs  can  overthrow,  and  againft  which  eloquence  wQl 
be  employed  to  little  purpofe.  I  therefore^  my  Lords,  oppofe  the 
motion,  not  that  it  is  unreafonable  in  itfelf,  but  becaufe  it  cannot 
be  admitted  ;  I  recommend  difpatch  on  this  occafion,  not  becaufe  it 
is  barely  right,  but  becaufe  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary. 

Lord  Hervey  then  rofe  tip  and  fpoke  to  the  following  effeft :-« 
My  Lords,  It  is  always  the  laft  refource  of  minifters  to  call  thofe 
meafures  neceflary  which  they  cannot  fliew  to  be  juft ;  and  when 
they  have  tried  all  die  arts  of  fiedlacy  and  illufion,  and  found  them  all 
baffled,  to  ftand  at  bay,  becaufe  they  can  fly  no  longer,  look  their 
opponents  boldly  in  the  face,  and  ftun  them  with  tbe  fiormidabk 
found  of  neceflity* 

But  it  is  generally  the  fortune  of  aiinifters  to  dtfcover  neceflbj 
much  fooner  than  they  whofe  eyes  are  notfliarpened  by  employmemsi 
they  frequently  call  that  neceffity,  on  which  no  other  man  would  be** 
ftow  the  title  of  expediency ;  and  that  is  feldom  neceflSuy  to  be  done, 
which  others  do  not  think  neceflary  to  be  avoided. 

At  prefent,  my  Lords,  I  fee  nothing  neceflkry,  but  what  is  equally 
neceflary  at  all  times,  that  we  do  our  duty  to  oiiT  countiy,  and  dif« 
charge  our  truft,  without  fuflering  ourfelves  to  be  terrified  with 
imaginary  dangers,  or  allured  by  imaginary  benefits.  The  war  whicb 
is  faid  to  produce  the  neceffity  of  this  biO^  U^inmy  opiniwi  act  necef- 
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lliry  in  itTdf :  and  if  your  Lordlhips  differ  firom  me  in  that  fentiment, 
k  muft  yet  be  allowed,  that  there  is  time  fufficient  to  provide  fupplies 
by  new  methods. 

But,  my  Lords,  if  the  motion,  in  which  I  concur,  be  over-ruled 
on  a  pretence  of  neceffity,  it  will  (hew  an  eager  defire  to  haften  a  bill, 
which  if  referred  to  any  twelve  men  not  of  either  Houfe  of  the  Senate, 
their  examination  would  terminate  in  this,  that  they  bring  it  in  guilty 
§f  vn^ul  murder. 

Lord  Cholmondeley  fpoke  next  in  fubilance  as  follows :— My 
Lords,  As  there  is  no  doubt  but  particular  meafures  may  be  fome- 
times  neceflary,  I  difcover  no  reafon  that  ought  to  hinder  the  men- 
tion of  that  neceffity  ;  for  furely  where  it  can  be  aflerted  with  truth, 
it  is  the  moft  powerful  of  all  arguments,  and  cannot  be  wifely  or 
honeftly  negle^^. 

In  the  prefent  cafe,  my  Lords,  I  can  difcover  no  impropriety  in 
mentioning  it ;  for  I  fuppofe  that  noble  Lord  did  not  intend  to  reftrain 
it  to  the  moft  rigorous  fenfe  j  he  did  not  mean,  that  there  is  the  fame 
neceffity  of  reading  this  bill  to-morrow  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  war,  as 
of  extinguifliiog  a  fire  for  the  prefervation  of  a  town ;  but  that  the 
reafons  for  difpatch  abfolutely  overbalanced  all  the  pleas  that  could 
be  ofiered  for  delays. 

This  neceffity,  my  Lords,  I  am  not  aihamed  to  ailert  after  him  \ 
nor  can  I  think  it  confiftent  with  common  prudence,  in  the  prefent 
fituation  of  our  affiiirs,  to  defer  the  third  reading  beyond  to-morrow  ; 
for  the  fupplies  which  this  bill  muft  produce,  are  to  be  employed  in 
attempts  of  the  utmoft  importance,  and  which  cannot  &il  without 
the  ruin  of  a  great  part  of  mankind,  and  an  irreparable  injury  to  this 
lution. 

I  cannot  dierefore  but  confefs  my  furprice  at  the  vehemence  with 
which  this  bill  is  oppofed  ;  vehemence  fo  turbulent  and  fierce,  diat 
fome  Lords  have  been  tranfported  beyond  that  decency  which  it  is 
our  duty  and  our  intereft  to  preferve  in  our  deliberations ;  nor  have 
reftrained  themfelves  from  expreffions,  which,  upon  refleAion,  I  be- 
lieve they  will  not  think  defenfible  \  from  among  which  I  cannot  but 
particularize  the  horrid  and  opprobrious  term  of  murder. 

The  reverend  Prelates,  vriio  have  fpoken  againft  the  bill,  may  be 
caiily  believed  to  be  as  zealous  for  virtue  as  tbofe  who  have  indulged 
themfelves  in  this  violence  of  language;  yet  they  have  never  charged 
thole  who  defend  the  meafures  now  propofed  with  the  guilt  of  murder^ 
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but  have  decently  delivered  their  own  opinions,  Wttbout  reproaching 
thofc  who  differ  from  them- 

For  my  part,  my  Lords,  as  I  cannot  think  the  motion  for  further 
delay,  feafonable  or  proper,  or  neceiTary  to  the  difcovery  of  truth, 
or  confiflent  with  the  welfare  of  the  nation,  it  is  my  refolutioi)  to  vote 
againft  it. 

The  Dulce  of  Bedford  fpoke  next  in  fubftance  as  follows  : — ^My 
Lords,  The  ardour  with  which  the  noble  Lord  appears  to  refent  the 
indignity  offered  to  the  bill,  ihews  only  that  he  himfelf  approves  itf 
but  not  th^t  it  deferves  the  approbation  of  the  Houie. 

I  think  it  of  ufe,  notwithftanding  the  plaufible  pleas  of  decency 
er  politenefs,  that  every  thing  {hould  in  this  Houfe  be  called  by  its 
I'ight  name,  that  we  may  not  difpute  for  one  thing,  and  vote  for  ano« 
ther ;  and  fmce  the  bill  will  certainly  deftroy  multitudes,  if  it  pro- 
motes the  (ale  of  diftilled  fpirits,  and  it  has  been  proved  that  it  will 
promote  it,  I  know  not  by  what  appellation  to  denominate  its  efieds, 
^f  that  be  denied  me,  which  has  been  already  ufed« 

[The  Speaker  then  put  the  queftion  in  form,  ^^  Is  it  your  Lordt* 
^^  fbips  pleafure,  that  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  be  put  off  for  five 
^  days  ?  ^'   It  was  refolved  in  die  negative  by  52  to  2q* 

It  was  then  ordered,  that  the  bill  fliould  be  read  the  third  time  oa 
the  day  following,'  and  that  the  Lords  Ihould  be  fummoned  to  attend. 

On  the  next  day  the  Houfe,  according  to  the  order,  met,  and 
another  debate  enfued,  which  was  begun  by  Lord  Hbrvey,  who 
fpoke  in  fubftance  as  follows:] 

My  Lords,  The  tendency  of  the  bill,  which  we  are  now  to  approve 
or  r«je(l,  is  fo  apparently  deftru^ive  to  the  ends  of  government,  fo 
apparently  dangerous  to  public  happlnefs,  and  fo  contrary  to  the  inr 
ilitutions  of  the  moft  celebrated  lawgivers,  and  the  policy  of  the  moft 
flourifhing  i^ations,  that  I  ftill  continife  to  think  it  my  duty  toftru^le 
againft  it. 

Almoft  every  legiflator  of  the  world,  my  Lords,  from  whatever 
original  he  derived  his  authority,  has  exerted  it  in  the  prohibition  of 
fuch  foods  as  tended  to  injure  thp  health,  and  deftroy  the  vigour  of 
the  people  for  whom  he  defigned  his  ipftitudons. 

l^he  great  inftruSqr  of  the  Jeyirs,  who  delivered  his  laws  by  divine 
aqthority,  prohibited  the  ufe  of  fwine's  Aefli,  for  no  other  caufe,  fo 
far  as  human  reafon  is  able  to  difcover,  than  that  it  corrupted  die 
blood,  aqd  produced  Joathfon^e  dif«af<^  and  maladies  wbicl^  defcended 
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to  poftertty ;  aiul  therefore  in  prohibiting^  after  his  example,  die  ufe 
of  liquors  which  produce  the  fame  eiFe£ls,  we  {ball  follow  the  au«* 
thority  of  lthe  great  Governor  of  the  univerfe* 

The  author  of  another  religion,  a  religion  founded  indeed  on  fuper- 
ftition  and  credulity,  but  which  prevails  over  a  very  great  port  of  the 
earth,  has  laid  his  followers  under  reftraints  ftill  more  fevere ;  he  has 
,.  forbidden  them  to  difpel  their  cares,  or  exalt  their  pleafures  with  wine, 
has  baniQied  from  their  banquets  that  ufeful  opponent  of  troublefome 
reflection,  and  doomed  all  thofe  who  receive  his  law,  not  to  fobriety 
only,  but  to  abftinence. 

The  authority  of  this  man,  my  Lords,  cannot  indeed  be  urged  as 
unexceptionable  and  deciftve;  but  the  reception  of  his  impollure 
ihews,  at  leaft,  that  he  was  not  unacquainted  with  human  nature-, 
and  that  he  knew  how  to  adapt  his  forgeries  to  the  nations  among 
which  he  vented  them ;  nor  can  it  be  denied,  but  the  prohibition 
of  wine  was  found  generally  ufeful,  fmce  it  obtained  fo  ready  a 
compliance. 

All  nations  in  the  world,  my  Lords,  in  every  age  of  which  there 
remain  any  hiftorical  accounts,  have  agreed  in  the  neceflity  of  laying 
reftraint  upon  appetite,  and  fetting  bounds  to  the  wantonnefs  of  luxury; 
every  legiflature  has  claimed  and  pradifed  the  right  of  withholding 
thofe  pleafures  which  the  people  have  appeared  inclined  to  ufe  to  ex- 
cefs,  and  preferring  the  lafety  of  multitudes  whom  liberty  would  de- 
ftroy,  to  the  convenience  of  thofe  who  would  have  enjoyed  it  within 
the  limits  of  reafon  and  of  virtue. 

The  welfare  of  the  pubNc,  my  Lords,  has  always  been  allowed  the 
fupreme  la^v  j  and  w)ien  afiy  governors  lacrifice  the  general  good 
either  to  private  views,  or  temporary  conyeniencp,  they  deviate  at 
once  from  integrity  and  policy,  tl^ey  betfsiv  their  triift,  and  negleft 
their  intereft. 

The  prohibition  of  thofe  commodities  which  are  inftrumental  to 
vice,  is  not  only  didated  by  policy  but  nature  ;  nor  does  it  indeed 
require  much  fagacity,  when  die  evil  is  known,  to  find  the  proper 
remedy  (  for  even  the  Indians,  who  have  not  yet  reduced  the  art  of 
government  to  a  fisience,  nor  learned  to  make  long  harangues  upon 
the  different  interefts  of  foreign  powers,  the  neceffity  of  railing  fup- 
plies,  or  the  importance  and  extent  of  manufaAures,  have  yet  been 
able  to  difcover,  that  diftilled  fpirits  are  pernicious  to  fociety,  and 
t)iat  the  ufe  of  them  can  only  be  hindered  by  prohibiting  the  f^lc. 
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For  this  reafon,  my  Lprds,  they  have  petitioned,  that  none  of  this 
delicious  poifon  (bould  be  imported  from  Britain ;  they  have  defired 
us  to  confine  this  fountain  of  widfsedneft  and  mifery  to  ftreatn  in  our 
own  country^  without  pouring  upon  them  thofe  inundations  of  de- 
bauchery, by  which  we  afe  ourfelvef  ove|4owed. 

When  we  may^be  fent  with  juftice  to  learn  from  the  rude  and 
ignorant  Indians  the  firft  elements  of  civil  widom,  we  have  furety 
not  much  right  to  boaft  qf  our  fprefight  and  knowledge  3  we  muft 
furely^onfefs^  tl^at  we  hav^  hitherto  valued  ourfelves  upon  our  arts 
with  very  little  reafon,  fmce  we  have  not  learned  how  to  preferve 
cither  wealth  or  virtue,  either  peace  or  cpmmerce* 

The  maxims  of  opr  politjpians,  my  Lords,  difier  widely  from  tboTe 
of  the  Indian  (avages,  as  they  ar^  the  efieSs  of  longer  confideration^ 
and  reafonings  formed  upon  more  extenfive  views.  What  Indian, 
my  Lords,  would  have  contrived  to  hinder  his  countrymen  from 
drunkennefs,  by  placing  that  liqupr  in  theif  houfes  which  tempted 
them  to  excefs;  or  would  have  difcovcred,  that  prohibition  only  were 
the  caufe  of  boundle(ii  excefles  ^  that  to  fubdue  the  appetite  nothing 
was  neceflary  but  to  folicit  it ;  atid  that  what  was  alwajrs  c^ered 
would  never  be  received  I  The  Indians^  in  the  fimplicity  of  men 
unacciuainted  with  European  and  Britifh  refinements,  imag^ied,  diat 
to  put  an  end  to  the  ufe  of  any  thing,  it  was  only  necei&ry  to  take  it 
away  j  and  conceived^  that  they  could  not  promote  fobriety  more 
effed^ually,  than  by  allowing  the  people  nptbing  with  which  they  could 
\ye  drunk. 

^ut  if  our  politicians  fhould  fend  miffionaries  to  teach  them  the  art 
pf  government,  they  would  quickly  be  (hewn,  that  if  they  would  ac- 
compliih  their  deftgn,  they  niuft  appoint  every  tenth  man  among  them 
to  diftribute  fpirits  to  the  nine,  and  to  drink  them  himfelf  in  what 
quantity  they  (hall  defire,  and  that  then  the  peace  of  their  country 
will  be  no  longer  difturbed  by  the  quarrel;  of  debauchery* 

It  is  indeed  not  without  amazement,  that  I  hear  this  bill  feriouiljr 
defendjsd  as  a  fcheme  for  fuppreffing  drunkennefs,  and  find  fome 
liords,  who  admit  that  fifty  thoi^fand  houfes  will  be  opened  for  the 
public  fale  of  fpirits,  aflTert  that  a  lefs  quantity  of  fpirits  will  be  fold. 

The  foundation  of  this  opinion  is  in  itfelf  very  uncertain  ;  for 
nothing  more  is  urged,  but  that  all  who  fell  under  the  fandion  of  a 
licence,  will  be  ready  to  inform  againft  thofe  by  whom  noiicencehas 
bteu  purchafed ;  aj}d  tha(  therefore  fifty  thoufimd  licenfed  retailers 

may 
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may  hurt  a  greater  number  who  now  feU  fpirits  in  oppofitioQ  to  the 
law. 

All  this5  my  Lords,  is  very  far  firom  certainty ;  for  it  cannot  be 
proved)  that  there  are  now  fo  great  a  humber  of  retailers  as  this  aft 
may  produce :  it  is  likely  that  fecurity  will  encourage  many  to  engage 
in  this  trade^  who  are  at  prefent  deterred  from  it  by  danger.  It  ia 
poffible,  that  thofe  who  purchafe  licences  may  neverthelefs  Ibrbear  to. 
profecute  thofe  that  fell  fpirits  without  the  prote&ion  of  the  law* 
They  may  forbear,  my  Lords,  from  the  common  principles  of  hu- 
manity, becaufe  they  think  thofe  poor  traders  deferve  rather  pity  than 
punifliment ;  they  may  forbear  from  a  principle  that  operates  more 
frequently,  and  too  often  more  ftrongly,  a  regard  to  their  own  intereft. 
They  may  themfelves  offend  the  law  by  (bme  other  parts  of  their 
condud,  and  may  be  unwilling  to  provoke  an  inijpeAion  into  their 
own  anions,  by  betraying  officioufly  the  faults  of  their  neighbours  ; 
or  they  may  be  influenced  by  immediate  terrors,  and  cxfcSt  to  be 
hunted  to  death  by  the  rage  of  the  populace. 

All  thefe  coniiderations  may  be  urged  againft  the  only  fuppofition 
(hat  has  been  made,  with  any  ihew  of  reafon,  in  favour  of  the  bill ; 
and  of  thefe  various  circumftances,  fome  one  or  other  will  a^oft  al- 
ways be  found.  Every  man  will  have  either  fear  or  pity,  becaufe 
$dmoft  every  good  man  is  inclined  to  compaffion,  and  every  wicked 
man  is  in  danger  from  the  law ;  and  1  do  not  fee  any  reafon  for 
imagining,  that  the  people  will  to]crate  informers  more  willingly  now 
than  in  the  late  years^ 

But  fuppofe  it  fhould  be  granted,  though  it  cannot  be  certain,  and 
has  not  yet  been  fliewn  to  be  probable,  that  the  clandeftine  trade  will 
|>e  interrupted  j  I  am  not  able  to  follow  thefe  minifterial  reafoners 
immediately  to  jdie  confequence  which  they  draw  from  this  conceffion^ 
and  which  muft  be  drawn  from  it,  if  it  be  of  any  ufe  in  the  decifiofi 
of  the  queftion,  nor  can  fee  that  the  confumption  of  fpirituous  liquors 
will  be  made  lefs. 

Let  us  examine,  my  Ix>cds,  die  premifes  and  the  confequencet  to- 
gether, without  fuffering  our  attention  to  be  led  aftray  by  ufelefs  di* 
greffions.  Spirits  will  be  now  (old  only  with  licence  !  therefore  lefs 
will  be  UAd  than  when  it  was  fold  only  by  ftealth  ! 

Surely,  my  Lords,,  fuch  arguments  will  not  much  influence  this 
Aflembly.  Why,  my  Lords,  fi^uld  lefe  be  bought  now  than  for- 
inerly  i  It  i%  r\Qt  denied,  tbs^f  theje  will  be  in  every  place  a  licenfed 
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Ibop^  where  drunkards  may  riot  in  (ecurity ;  and  what  can  be  more 
inviting  to  wretches  who  place  in  drunkennefs  their  utmoft  felicttj? 
If  you  ihould  favourably  fuppofe  no  more  to  be  fold,  yet  wh j  ihooU 
titiok  who  now  buy  any  fuppofed  quantity,  buy  lefs  when  the  reftraint 
is  taken  away  ? 

.    If  it  be  urged,  that  the  prefent  law  docs  in  reality  impofe  no  fc- 
firaint,  the  intended  ad  will  make  no  alteration.     There  is  no  real 
prohibition  now,  there  will  be  no  nominal  prohibition  hereafter  ;  and 
therefore  the  law  will  only  produce  what  its  advocates  exped  from  it, 
an  yearly  addition  to  the  revenue  of  the  government.     But,  my 
Lords,  let  us  at  iaft  enquire  to  what  it  is  to  be  imputed,  that  the 
|>refent  law  fweUs  the  ftatute  book  to  no  purpofe  ?  and  why  this 
pernicious  trade  is  carried  on  with  confidence  and  fecurity,  in  oppo- 
fition  to  the  law  ?     It  will  not  furely  be  confeflied,  that  the  govern- 
ment has  wanted  authority  to  execute  its  own  laws ;  that  the  legifia* 
fupe  has  been  awed  by  the  populace,  by  the  dregs  of  the  populace,  the 
drunkards  and  the  beggars  !    Yet  when  the  provifions  made  for  the 
execution  of  a  law  fo  falutary,  fo  juft,  and  fo  neceflary,  were  found 
defective,  why  were  not  others  fubiHtuted  of  greater  efficacy  ?  Why, 
wb^n  one  informer  was  torn  in  pieces,  were  there  not  new  (ecurities 
propofed  {o  protcfl  thofe  whp  0K>uld  by  the  fame  oiFence  difpleafe  the 
peopljt  afterwards  ? 

7  he  Isjtw,  my  Lords,  has  failed  of  a  great  part  of  its  effeft ;  but  it 
has  failed  by  cowardice  on  one  part,  and  negligence  on  another  i  and 
though  the  duty,  as  it  was  laid,  was  in  itfelf  fomcwhat  invidious,  it 
would  however  have  been  enforced,  could  the  revenue  have  gained 
as  much  by  the  piinKhment  as  was  gained  by  the  toleration  of 
debauchery.  . 

it  has  however  fome  cffe6k ;  it  may  be  in^agined,  that  no  man  caa 
be  trufted,  where  he  is  not  known,  and  that  fome  men  are  knowa 
too  well  to  be  trufted ;  and  therefore  many  muft  be  occafionally 
hindered  from  drinking  fpirits,  while  the  law  remains  in  its  prefent 
ilate }  who,  when  houfes  are  fet  open  by  licence,  will  never  want  an 
opportunity  of  complying  with  their  appetites,  but  may  at  any  tim^ 
enter  confidently,  and  call  for  poifon,  and  mingle  with  numerous 
ailbmblies  met  only  to  provoke  each  other  to  intempeiance  by  a 
kind  of  brutal  emul^^tion  and  obftreperous  merriment. 

This  bill  therefore,  my  Lords,  is,  as  it  has  been  termed,  only  an 
experiment  5  an  experiment,  my  Lords,  of  a  very  daring  kiad»  whicli 
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junic  woiild  hazard  but  empirical  politicians.  It  is  an  experiment  to 
difcover  how  far  the  vices  of  the  populace  may  be  made  ufefiil  to  the 
government^  what  taxes  may  be  raifed  upon  poifon,  and  how  much 
the  Court  may  be  enriched  by  the  deftruftion  of  the  fubje£k. 

The  tendency  of  this  bill  is  (b  evident,  that  chofe  who  appeared  as 
its  advocates  have  rather  endeavoured  to  defeat  their,  opponents  by 
charging  thrfr  propofals  with  abfurdity,  than  by  extenuating  the  ill 
confequence  of  their  own  fcheme* 

Their  principal  charge  is,  that  thofe  who  oppofe  the  bill  recom* 
mend  a  total  prohibition  of  all  (pirits.  This  aflertion  gives  them  an 
opportunity  of  abandoning  their  own  caule,  to  expatiate  upon  the 
innocent  ufes  of  fpirits,  of  their  efficacy  in  medicine,  and  their  conr 
venience  in  domeftic  bufinefs,  and  to  advance  a  multitude  of  pofitions 
which  they  know  will  not  be  denied,  but  which  may  be  at  once  mado 
ufelefi  to  them ;  by  afiuring  them,  that  no  man  defires  to  deftroy  the 
diftillery  for  the  pleafure  of  deftroying  it,  or  intends  any  thing  mor^ 
than  fome  provifions  which  may  hinder  diftilled  fpirits  from  being 
drank  by  common  people  upon  common  occafions. 

Having  thus  obviated  the  only  anfwer  that  has  hitherto  been  made 
to  the  ftrong  arguments  which  have  been  offered  againft  the  bill,  I 
snuft  declare,  that  I  have  heard  nothing  elfe  that  deferves  an  anfwer, 
or  that  can  poffibly  make  any  impreffion  in  &vour  of  the  bill ;  a  bill, 
my  Lords,  teeming  with  fedition  and  idlenels,  difeafes  and  robberies  ; 
a  bill  that  will  enfeeble  the  body,  corrupt  the  mind,  and  turn  the 
cities  of  this  populous  kingdom  into  prifons  for  villains,  or  hofpitals 
for  cripples ;  and  which  I  think  it  therefore  out  duty  to  reject. 

Lord  LoKSDALB  next  fpoke  to  the  effed  following  :-^My  Lords, 
the  bill,  on  which  we  are  now  finally  to  determine,isoffuch  a  tendency 
diat  it  cannpt  be  m^de  a  law,  without  an  open  and  avowed  difregard 
of  all  the  rules  which  it  has  been  hitherto  thought  the  general  intercft 
of  human  nature  to  preferve  inviolable.  It  is  oppofite  at  once  ta 
the  precepts  of  the  wife,  ^nd  the  pra&ige  of  the  good,  to  the  original 
principles  of  virtue  and  the  eftablUhed  maxims  of  policy* 

I  (1|^U,  however,  only  confider  it  with  relation  to  policy^  becaufe 
(he  other  cQnfideratiops  lyiU  naturally  coincide ;  for  policy  is  only  the 
^OBt^xion  pf  prudence  with  goodnefs,  and  dire£b  only  what  virtue 
pach  pf^rtigular  occurrence  requires  to  be  immediately  pra^fed* 

The  firft  principle  of  policy,  my  Lords,  teaches  us,  that  the  power 
i^  gre^tnefs  of  a  ftj^te  afifes  fropi  the  number  of  its  people ;  uniq.- 
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habited  dominions  are  an  empty  ihaw^  and  ferve  only  to  cncttmbci 
tbe  nation  to  which  chey  belong ;  they  are  a  kind  of  pompous  onia* 
oientS)  which  muft  be  thrown  away  in  time  of  danger^  and  equaOj 
unfit  for  refiftance  and  retreat. 

In  the  prefent  war^  my  Lords,  if  the  number  of  oyr  people  were 
equal  to  that  of  the  two  nations  againft  which  we  are  engaged,  the 
narrowneis  of  our  dominions  would  give  us  a  refiftlefs  fuperioritjr  ;  as 
we  have  fewer  pofts  to  defend^  we  might  fend  more  forces  to  attack 
our  enemies,  who  muft  be  weak  in  every  part,  becaufe  they  muft  be 
difperfed  to  a  very  great  extent.  The  torrent  of  war,  as  a  flood  of 
water,  is  only  violent  while  it  is  confined,  but  lofes  its  force  as  it  is 
more  difFufed. 

In  confequence  of  this  maxim,  my  Lords^  it  is  propofed,  that  be« 
caufe  we  are  at  war  againft  two  mighty  powers,  we  ihall  endeavour 
to  deftroy  by  fpirits  at  home  thofe  who  cannot  faH  by  the  fwdrd  of  the 
enemy,  and  that  we  endeavour  to  hinder  the  produdion  of  another 
generation  ;  for  it  is  well  known,  my  Lords,  and  has  in  this  debate 
been  univerfally  allowed,  that  the  prefent  practice  of  drinking  ipiriti 
will  not  only  deftroy  the  prefent  race,  but  debilitate  the  next. 

This  furely,  my  Lords,  is  a  time  at  which  we  ought  very  ftvdi* 
oufly  to  watch  over  the  prefervation  of  thofe  lives  which  we  are  not 
compelled  to  expofe,  and  endeavour  to  retrieve  the  lofles  of  war  by 
encouraging  induftry,  temperance,  and  fobriety. 

Another  principle  of  government 3vhich  the  wifdon^of  our  progeni- 
tors eftabliflied,  was  to  fupprefs  vice  with  the  utmoft  diligence ;  for 
as  vice  muft  always  produce  mifery  to  thofe  whom  it  infefis,  and 
danger  to  thofe  who  are  confidered  as  its  enemies,  it  is  contrary  to 
the  end  of  government ;  and  the  government  which  encourages  vice 
is  neceflarily  labouring  for  its  own  deftrudion ;  for  the  good  will  not 
fup(K2rt  it,  becaufe  they  are  not  benefited  by  it,  and  the  wicked  wiU 
betray  it,  becaufe  they  are  wicked. 

How  little  then,  my  Lords,  do  our  fagacious  politicians  underfiand 
their  own  intereft  by  promoting  druukennefs  and  luxury,  ct  whidi 
the  natural  train  of  confequences  are  idlenefs,  neceffity,  wickednds, 
dcfperatipn,  fedition,  and  anarchy!  How  little  do  they  underftand 
what  it  is  that  gives  ftability  to  the  fabrick  of  our  conftttution,  if 
|hey  imagine  it  can  long  ftand,  when  it  is  not  fupported  by  virtue. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  maxims,  another  may  be  ^idvanced,  that 
^U  trades  which  tend  to  impair  either  the  health  or  virtue  of  tbr 
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people,  fhould  be  interdifted  ;  for  fincc  the  ftrcngth  of  the  commu- 
nity confifts  in  the  number  and  the  happinefs  of  the  people,  no  trade 
clderves  to  be  cultivated  which '  does  not  contribute  to  the  one 
or  the  other  ;  for  the  end  of  trade,  as  of  all  other  human  attempts,  is 
the  attainment  of  happinefs. 

If  any  trade  that  conduces  not  to  the  happiheis  of  the  community  by 
increafing  either  the  number  or  the  virtue  of  the  people,  be  induftn- 
cufly  cultivated,  the  legiflature  ought  to  fupprefs  it ;  if  any  manu- 
fsL&jarc  that  adminifters  temptations  to  wickednefs  be  flouriihing  and 
cxtenfive,  it  has  already  been  too  long  indulged;  and  the  govern-^, 
mentcan  atone  for  its  remiflhcfs  only  by  rigorous  inhibition,  (evere 
profecutions,  and  vigilant  enquiries* 

That  the  trade  of  diftilling,  my  Lords,  had  advanced  fo  faftamoi^ 
lis,  that  our  mstnufaSurers  of  poifon  are  arrived  at  the  utmoft  degree 
of  (kill  in  their  profeffion,  and  that  the  draughts  which  they  prepare 
are  greedily  fwallowed  by  thofe  who  rarely  look  beyond  the  prefent 
moment,  or  enquire  what  price  muft  be  paid  for  the  prefent  gratifica* 
cion  I  that  the  people  have  been  fo  long  accuftomed  to  daily  ftupe- 
faAion ;  that  diey  are  become  mutinous,  if  they  are  reftrained  firom 
it  J  and  that  the  law  which  was  intended  to  fupprefs  their  luxury  can- 
not, without  tumults  and  bloodflied,  be  put  in  execution,  are,  in  my 
opinion,  very  afFeding  confiderations,  but  they  can  (urely  be  of  no 
ufe  for  the  defence  of  this  bill. 

The  more  extenfive  the  trade  of  diftilling,  die  more  muft  fwallow 
the  poifon  which  it  afFords ;  the  mdre  palatable  the  liquor  is  made^ 
the  more  dangerous  is  the  temptation ;  and  the  more  corrupt  the 
people  are  become,  the  more  urgent  is  the  necef&ty  of  extirpating 
thofe  that  have  corrupted  them. 

I  am  not,  my  Lords,  lefs  convinced  of  the  importance  of  trade, 
than  thofe  Lords  who  have  fpoken  in  the  moft  pathetic  language  for 
the  continuance  of  the  manufacture ;  but  my  regard  for  trade  na* 
turally  determines  me  to  vote  againft  a  bill  by  which  idlenefs,  the 
peft  of  commerce,  muft  be  encouraged,  and  thofe  hands,  by  which 
our  trade  is  to  be  carried  on,  muft  be  iirft  enfeebled  and  fbon  after*^ 
wards  deftroyed. 

Nor  is  this  kind  of  debauchery,  my  Lords,  lefs  deftr udive  to  th# 
intereft  of  thofe  wfaofe  riches  confift  in  lands,  than  of  thofe  who  are 
engaged  in  commerce ;  for  it  undoubtedly  hinders  the  confumption 
of  almoft  everything  that  land  can  produce;  of  thaf  corn  which 
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Ihould  be  made  into  breads  and  brewed  into  more  wholelbme  drink; 
of  that  flefh  which  is  fed  for  the  market,  and  even  of  that  wool  which 
Ibduld  be  worked  into  cloth.  It  has  been  often  mentioned  ludi- 
croufly,  but  with  too  much  truths  that  ftrpng  liquors  are  to  the  meaner 
people,  meat,  drink  and  clothes ;  that  they  depend  upon  them  alone 
for  fuftenance  and  warmth,  and  that  diey  defire  to  forget  their  warns 
in  drunkennefs  rather  than  fupply  tbem«  If  we  therefore  examine 
this  queftion  with  regard  to  trade,  we  fhall  find,  that  the  monej 
which  is  fpent  in  drunkennefs  for  the  advantage  only  of  one  diftilkr, 
would  fupport,  if  otherwife  expended,  a  great  number  of  labourers, 
huibandmen,  and  traders ;  fmce  one  man  employed  at  the  ftill  may 
fupply  with  the  means  of  debauchery  fuch  numbers,  as  could  not  be 
furniflied  with  innocent  viduals  and  warm  clothes,  but  bj  the  m- 
duftry  of  many  hands,  and  the  concurrence  of  many  trades. 

Numbers,  my  Lords,  are  neceflary  to  fuccefs  in  commerce  as  in 
war ;  if  the  manu&durers  be  few,  labour  will  be  dear,  and  the  value 
of  the  commodity  muft  always  be  proportioned  to  the  price  of  labour. 

Tbcfe,  my  Lords,  are  the  arguments  by  which  I  have  hitherto 
been  incited  to  oppofe  this  bill,  which  I  have  not  found  that  any  of 
its  defenders  can  elude  or  repel  j  for  they  cc^ntent  themfelves  with  a 
cowardly  conceffion  to  the  multitude,  allow  them  to  proceed  in  wick* 
•dneis,  confefs  they  have  found  themfelves  unable  to  oppofe  their 
fovereign  pleafure,  or  to  withhold  them  from  purfuing  their  own  in* 
clinations;  and  therefore  have  lagacioufly  contrived  a  fcbeme,  by 
which  they  hope  to  gain  fome  advantage  from  the  vices  which  they 
cannot  reform. 

But  who,  my  Lords,  can,  without  horror  and  indignation,  hear 
thofe  who  are  entrufted  with  the  care  of  the  public,  contriving  to 
take  advantage  of  the  ruin  of  their  country  ? 

Let  others,  my  Lords,  vote  as  their  confciences  will  dired  them, 
I  (hall  likewife  follow  the  dictates  of  my  heart,  and  (hall  avoid  any 
concurrence  with  a  fcheme,  wnich  though  it  may  for  a  time  benefit 
the  government,  muft  deftroy  the  ftrengtb  and  virtue  of  the  peopiei 
and  at  once  impair  our  trade  and  depopulate  pur  country. 

Lord  Carteret  then  rofe  up,  and  fpoke  in  fubftance  as  follows: 
^— My  Lords,  the  warmth  with  which  this  debate  has  been  hitherto 
carried  on,  and'  with  which  the  progrefs  of  diis  bill  has  been  oppofed; 
is,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  imputed  to  ftrong  prejudices,  formed  whei 
the  queftion  was  firft  propoftd  ^  by  which  the  oMt  Lords  have  been 
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incited  to  warm  declamations  and  violent  inve<!itives ;  who  having 
once  heated  their  minds  with  fufpicions,  have  not  been  able  to  con* 
lider  the  propodtions  before  them  with  calmnefs  and  impartiality ; 
but  have  purfued  their  firft  notions,  and  have  employed  their  do* 
quence  in  diiplaying  the  abfurdity  of  pofitions  never  advanced,  and 
the  raifchief  of  confequences  which  will  never  be  produced* 

It  is  firft  to  be  confidered,  my  Lords,  that  this  bill  is  intended,  not 
to  promote,  but  to  hinder,  the  confumption  of  fpirituoos  liquors ;  it 
is  therefore  by  no  means  neceflary  to  expatiate  upon  that  which  it 
prefuppofed  in  the  bill,  the  pernicious  quality  of  fpirits,  the  deicfiable 
nature  of  drttnlcennefs,  the  wickedne(s  or  miferies  which  are  pno* 
duced  by  it.  Almoft  all  that  has  been  urged  by  the  noble  Lords 'who 
have  fpoken  with  the  greateft  warmth  againft  the  bill,  may  reafdnablj 
be  conceived  to  have  been  advanced  for  it  by  thofe  who  projedled  it$ 
of  whom  it  may  be  juftly  imagined,  that  they  were  fully  convinced 
how  much  fpitits  were  abufed  by  the  common  people,  and  bow  much 
that  abufe  contributed  to  the  wickednefe  which  at  prefent  prevaiia 
amongtt  us,  fince  they  thought  it  neceflary  to  prevent  them  by  a 
new  law. 

fiut,  my  Lords,  when  they  faw,  that  the  abufe  of  diftilled  liquors 
was  in  a  very  high  degree  detrimental  to  the  public,  they  faw  like* 
wife,  that  the  trade  of  diftilling  was  of  great  ufe ;  that  it  employed 
great  numbers  of  our  peo|^,  and  confumed  a  great  part  of  the  pro* 
duce  of  our  lands ;  and  that  therefore  it  could  not  be  fupprefled, 
without  injuring  the  -public,  by  reducing  many  families  to  fuddeii 
poverty,  and  by  depriving  the  farmers  of  a  market  for  a  great  part  of 
their  corn.  In  the  plains  of  the  Weftern  part  of  this  ifland,  the 
grain  that  is  chiefly  cultivated  is  barley,  and  that  barley  is  chiefly 
confumed  by  the  diftillers ;  nor,  if  they  ihpuld  be  at  once  fupprefled^ 
could  the  hufbandman  readily^fell  the  produce  of  his  labour  and  his 
grounds,  or  the  landlord  receive  rent  from  his  eftate  ;  fmce  it  would 
then  produce  nothing,  or  what  is  in  efFe£t  the  iame,  nothing  that 
could  be  fold. 

It  is  indeed  poflible,  my  Lords,  that  the  Dutch  might  buy  it ;  but 
then  it  mud  be  confidered,  that  we  muft  pay  them  money  for  the 
favour,  fmce  we  allow  a  premium  upon  exportation,  and  that  v/h 
ihall  buy  it  back  again  in  fpirits,  and  confequently  pay  them  for 
manufacturing  our  own  product.  For  it  is  not  to  be  imagined,  that 
any  law  will  immediately  reclaim  the  difpofitions,  or  reform  the 
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appetitrs  of  the  people.  They  are  well  known  to  have  drank  fyiiits 
before  they  were  made  in  our  country^  and  to  indulge  theaifelvcs  at 
prefent  in  many  kinds  of  luxury  which  are  yet  loaded  with  a  very  high 
tax*  It  is  not  therefore  probable^  that  upon  the  impofition  of  a  hi^ 
duty  they  will  immediately  defift  firom  drinking  fpirits ;  they  will  iiu 
deed,  as  now,  drink  thofe  which  can  be  moft  eafily  procured  ;  and  if, 
by  a  high  tax  fuddenly  impofed,  foreign  fpirits  be  made  cheaper  dun 
our  own,  foreign  fpirits  will  only  be  ufed,  our  diftillery  will  be  dc- 
llroyed,  and  our  people  will  yet  not  be  reformed. 

That  heavy  taxes  will  not  deter  the  people  from  any  fevourite  ea* 
joyment,  has  been  already  (hewn  by  the  unfucceftfulnefs  of  the  laft 
attempt  to  reftrain  them  from  the  ufe  of  fpirits^  and  may  be  every  daj 
difirovered  from  the  ufe  of  tobacco,  which  is  univerfally  taken  by  die 
common  people,  though  a  very  high  duty  is  laid  upon  it^  and  though 
a  King  diought  it  fo  pernicious  that  he  employed  his  pen  againft  it. 
The  Commons  therefore  prudently  forbore  to  ufe  violent  meafurcs^ 
which  might  difguft  the  people,  but  which  they  had  no  reafon  to  be- 
lieve  fufficient  to  reform  them,  and  thought  it  more  expedient  to 
proceed  by  more  gentle  methods,  which  might  operate  by  ioiperccpd- 
ble  degrees,  and  which  might  be  made  more  forcible  and  compulfive^ 
If  they  fliouM  be  found  ineiFeAual. 

Another  evil  will  by  this  method  likewife  be  avoided,  which  is  die 
certain  confequence  of  high  duties ;  this  tax  will  produce  no  clan- 
deftine  frauds  nor  rebellious  defiance  of  the  legiflature,  die  diftillen 
will  not  be  tempted  to  evade  this  impoft  by  perjuries,  too  often 
praAifed  where  the  profit  of  them  is  great,  nor  fmugglers  to  aflembie 
in  numerous  troops  with  arms  in  their  hands,  and  carry  imported 
liquors  through  the  country  by  force,  in  oppofition  to  the  officers  of 
the  cuftoms,  and  the  laws  of  the  nation.  That  this  likewife  is 
pra£tifed  upon  other  occafions  to  efcape  heavy  taxes,  all  the  weeidj 
papers  inform  us  i  nor  are  there  many  mondis  in  which  fome  of  tiie 
King's  officers  are  not  maimed  or  muidered  doing  of  their  duty. 

All  thefe  evils,  my  Lords,  and  a  thouland  others,  will  be  avoided 
)>y  an  eafy  tax  ;  in  favour  of  which  I  cannot  but  wonder,  that  it 
/hould  be  neceflary  to  plead  fo  long,  fince  every  nation,  which  has 
any  pretenfion  to  civility  or  a  regular  government,  will  agree,  that 
heavy  impofts  are  not  to  be  wantonly  in4id;ed,  and  that  feverity  is 
Vever  to  be  pra£lifed  till  lenity  has  failed. 

It 
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It  therefore  appears  to  me,  my  Lords,  that  Juftice,  reafon,  and 
experience,  unite  in  favour  of  this  bill ;  and  that  nothing  is  to  be 
feared  from  it,  but  that  it  will  not  be  fufficiently  coercive,  nor  re- 
train the  abufe  of  fpirits  fo  much  as  is  hoped  by  thofe  that  have  ftood 
up  in  its  vindication*  That  it  can  encourage  drunkennefs,  or  in- 
creafe  the  confumption  of  diftilled  liquors,  is  furely  impoflible ;  for 
they  are  now  drunk  without  reftraint ;  and  therefore  no  reftraint  will 
be  t^en  away :  and  iince  their  price  muft  be  increafed  by  a  double 
duty,  it  may  reafbnably  be  conceived*  that  thofe  who  now  fpend  all 
that  they  can  gain  by  their  labour  in  drunkennefs,  muft  be  content 
vith  lefs  than  before,  becaufe  they  will  have  no  more  to  fpend ;  and 
vhat  has  hitherto  enabled  them  to  riot  in  debauchery,  will  no  longer 
be  fufflcient  for  the  fame  purpofes ;  the  fame  excefs  will  require  more 
money,  and  more  money  cannot  be  had. 

I  do  not  alRrm,  my  Lords,  that  the  fuccefi  of  this  bill  is  demon^ 
ftrably  certain ;  nor  can  I  deny  that  many  arguments  have  been  al- 
ledged  againft  it  which  cannot  eafily  be  confuted  ;  all  that  I  can  ven^ 
ture  to  aflert  is,  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  reafons  fir  the  bill  prepon« 
derate,  not  that  thofe  againft  it,  are  without  weight. 

Of  this,  at  leaft,  we  are  certain,  that  the  bill  can  produce  no  ill 
coniequences ;  and  that  if  the  experience  of  the  enfuing  year  (ball 
(hew  it  to  be  ineiFe£lual,  it  may  be  amended  in  the  next  feffion  by 
new  proviflons,  which  we  ihall  be  then  more  able  to  adjuft  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public. 

All  laws^  efpecially  thofe  which  regard  complicated  and  intricate 
afiairs,  have  been  perfected  by  degrees;  experience  has  difcovered 
thofe  deficiencies  which  fagacity  could  not  forefee,  and  the  progreft 
of  human  wifdom  has  been  always  flow,  l^o  charge  any  fcheme 
with  imperfection,  is  only  to  alledge  that  it  is  the  produAion  of  men^ 
of  beings  finite  in  their  capacity,  and  liable,  to  error :  nor  do  I  fee 
what  can  be  recommended  to  fuch  beings,  more  than  what  the  go- 
vernment is  now  endeavouring  to  .pra£)ife,  that  nothiiig  ihould  be 
done  precipitately,  and  that  experience  (hould  always  be  trufted  ra- 
dier  than  conjedure. 

Lord  Lonsdale  next  fpoke  to  the  effe£l  following : — My  Lords, 
The  arguments  of  the  ftoble  Lord  have  by  no  means  influenced  me 
to  alter  my  opinion ;  nor  do  I  now  rife,  up  to  pronounce  a  recanta- 
tion of  any  of  my  former  aflertionS)  but  to  explain  dnc  of  them 
^hich  the  noble  I^d  has  beep  pleafed  to  controvert* 

WquH.  LI  He 
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He  obfcrves,  in  oppofition  to  my  argument,  that  thediftillery  con- 
tributes to  the  confumption  of  the  produce  of  our  grounds,  and  bj 
confequence  to  the  advantage  of  thofe  who  poflTefs  them  ;  but  I,  mj 
Lords,  am  inclined  to  believe  that  it  produces  a  contrary  eSkStj  and 
that  it ,  hinders  the  confumption,  even  of  that  grain  which  is 
ployed  in  it. 

We  may  reafonably  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  that  they  who  now 
diftilled  liquors,  would,  if  they  were  debarred  from  them,  endeavovr 
to  obtain  from  ale  and  beer  the  fame  renovation  of  their  vigour,  and 
relaxation  of  their  cares  j  and  that  therefore  more  ale  would  be 
brewed,  as  there  would  be  more  purchafers :  if  therefore  the.  fiunc 
quantity  of  malt,  which  is  fufficient,  when  diftilled,  to  produce  in- 
toxication, would,  when  brewed  into  ale,  have  the  fiime  efied,  die 
confumption  would  ftill  be  the  fame,  whether  ale  or  fpirits  were  in 
ufe ;  but  it  is  certain,  that  the  fourth  part  of  the  malt  which  is  ne- 
ceilary  to  furnilh  ale  for  a  debauch,  will,  when  exalted  in  the  ftill,  be 
fufficient  to  (atisfy  the  moft  greedy  drunkard ;  and  it  is  therefore 
evident,  that  he  who  drinks  ale,  confumes  more  barley  by  three  parts 
in  four  than  he  who  indulges  the  ufe  of  fpirits,  fuppofing  them  bodi 
equally  criminal  in  theexcefe  of  their  enjoyments. 

The  noble  Lord  has  taken  occafion  to  mention  tobacco,  as  an 
inftance  of  the  obftinacy  with' which  the  people  perfevere  in  a  prac* 
tice  to  which  they  are  addi£ied*  Of  the  obftinacy  of  the  people,  mj 
Lords,  I  am,  fufficiendy  convinced ;  but  hope  that  it  will  never  be 
able  to  overpower  the  legislature,  who  ought  to  enforce  their  lavs, 
and  invigorate  their  efforts  in  proportion  to  the  atrocioufne&  of  die 
corruption  which  they  are  endeavouring  to  exdrpate :  nor  do  I  think 
fo  meanly  of  government,  as  to  believe  it  unable  to  reprefe  drunken- 
nefs  or  luxury,  or  in  danger  of  being  fubverted  in  a  conteft  aboit 
fpirits  or  tobacco. 

Tobacco,  indeed,  has  not  properly  been  produced  as  an  inftance; 
for  I  never  heard,  that  hov^ver  it  may  be  diiapproved  by  particidar 
men,  of  whatever  rank  or  abilities^  it  was  prohibited  by  law ;  tm 
ftiould  I  think  any  fuch  prohibition  neceflary  or  reafonable :  for  to* 
bacco,  my  Lords,  is  not  poifon,  like  diftilled  fpirits,  nor  is  die  ufe 
oP.  it  fo  much  injurious  to  health,  as  offirniive  to  delicacy. 

The  poifonous  and  deftru£^ive  quality  of  thefe  liquors  is  coofefid 
by  the  noble  Lord,  a  confeflign  with  which  I  find  it  very  difficult  is 
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reconcile  his  folicitudc  for  the  diftillery ;  for  when  it  is  once  grintcdt 
that  fpirits  corrupt  the  mind,  weaken  the  limbs,  impair  virtue,  and 
Ihorten  life,  any  argumenu  in  faror  of  thole  who  manufaAuic  them 
come  too  late,  fince  no  advantage  can  be  equivalent  to  the  lots  of 
honefty  and  life.  When  the  noble  Lord  has  urged  that  the  diftiOciy 
employs  great  numbers  of  hands,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  encou* 
raged,  may  it  not,  upon  his  own  conceffion,  be  replied,  that  thofe 
numbers  are  employed  in  murder,  and  that  their  trade  ought,  like 
that  of  other  murderers,  to  be  ftopped  ? — When  he  urges  that  muck 
of  our  grain  is  cgnfumed  in  the  ftill,  may  we  not  anfwer,  and  anfwer 
irrefiftibly,  that  it  is  confumed  by  being  turned  into  poiibn,  inftead 
of  bread  P  And  can  a  ftronger  argument  be  imagined  for  the  fup^ 
preffion  of  this  detefta\^le  bufinefs,  thdn  that  it  emfdoys  multitudes^ 
and  that  it  is  gainful  and  extenfive  i 

Nor  can  I  difeover,  my  Lords,  how  the  care  of  prefenring  tbt 
diftillery  is  confiftent  with  the  ends  which  the  preamble  in  this  biB 
declares  to  be  propofed,  or  which  the  advocates  for  it  appear  to 
defire.  If  the  confumption  of  diftilled  ipirits  is  to  be  hindered^  hov 
is  the  diftillery  to  remain  uninjured  ?  If  the  trade  of  diftilling  is  not 
to  be  impaired,  what  fhall  hinder  the  confumption  of  fpirits?  So  hx 
as  this  bill  operates,  the  diftillers  muft  be  impoveriflied  by  it ;  and 
if  they  may  properly  and  juftly  fufier  a  fmall  diminution  of  their 
profit  for  a  fmall  advantage  to  the  public,  why  will  not  1  greater 
benefit  be  equivalent  to  a  greater  diminution  I 

Nothing,  my  Lords,  is  more  appsu-ent,  than  that  the  real  defign 
of  this  bill,  however  its  defenders  may  endeavour  to  conceal  it  in  die 
mift  of  fophiftry,  is  to  lay  only  fuch  a  tax  as  may  increafe  the  reve- 
nue ;  and  that  they  have  no  defire  of  fuppreffing  that  vice  which  may 
be  made  ufeful  to  their  private  purpofe,  nor  feel  any  regret  to  fill  the 
exchequer  by  the  flaughter  of  the  people. 

Lord  Aylesford  then  rofe  up,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  pur- 
pofe : — My  Lords,  The  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft  in  defence  of  this 
new  fcheme,  appears  to  have  imbibed  very  ftrong  prejudices  in  favour 
of  the  diftillery,  from  which  he  finds  it  pradicable  to  draw  large 
fums  for  the  fupport  of  the  meafures  which  have  been  already  formed^ 
and  which  he  therefore  confiders  as  the  moft  important  and  benefit 
cial  trade  of  the  Britifh  nation* 

It  is  not  improbable,  my  Lords,  that  in  a  (hort  time  all  die  pro- 

vifions  which  have  been  made  by  the  provifion  of  our  anceftors  for 
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die  fupport  of  the  woollen  manufiidure,  will  be  transfbrred  for  die 
encouragement  of  the  diftillery,  which  appears  to  be  at  preient  the 
reigning  favourite }  for  it  is  evident,  that  both  manuiadures  cannot 
fubfift  together)  and  that  either  muft  be  continued  by  the  ruin  cf 
dieotber» 

Of  thefe  rivals,  which  is  doomed  to  M,  we  may  coiijedore  from 
Ac  encomium  juft  now  beftowed  upon  the  prudence  of  die  Cora* 
mons,  by  whom  the  darling  diftillery  has  been  fo  tenderly  treated ; 
yet  that  the  trade,  in  which  the  bounty  of  nature  has  enabled  us  to 
excel  all  other  nations  of  the  world,  may  not  be  fuffered  to  periih  in 
filence,  I  will  take  this  opportwiity  to  declare,  that  this  boafted  pru« 
dence  can,  in  my  opinion,  produce  no  other  eflfeds  dian  poverty 
and  ruin,  private  calamities,  and  general  wickednefs ;  that  by  en* 
cooraging  drunkennefs  at  the  expence  of  trade,  it  vrill  ftop  all*the 
currents  by  which  die  gdd  of  foreign  nations  has  flowed  upon  us, 
and  ea^le  us  to  conqueft,  and  to  flavery. 

Thus  ended  this  memorable  debate*  The  queftion  being  put,  was 
iletermined  in  fiivour  of  the  bill  by  57  againft  38. 


THE     END. 
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coloured.    In  one  Volume  Odavo,  Price  6s*  in  Boards. 


■ 

Boors  printed  for  J.  S  t  o  c  k  b  a  t  £* 
POEMS  ON  VARIOUS  SUBJECTS. 

By  Henrv  Jambs  Pye,  Efq;  M.  P. 

Elegantly  printed  in  two  Volumes  OSavo,  and  cmbelllflied  ^ih 
beautiful  Frontifpicces.     Price  12s*  in  Boards. 


THE 


•    CHILDREN'S    F  R  I  E  N  Dj 

Tranflated  from  the  French  of  M.  Berc^in. 

Printed  on  a  fine  Paper,  complete  in  four  Volumes,  and  ornamented 

with  beautiful  Engravings.   Price  only  8s. 
The  above  is  an  elegant  and  valuable  Prefent  for  the  New  Year. 

THE 

BEAUTIES  Of  THE  BRITISH   SENATEi 

Taken  from  the  Debates  of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  Adminiflratioii  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  to  the  end 
of  the  fecoiid  SeiSon  of  the  Right  Hon«  William  Pitt. 

Being  an  impartial  Sele£tion  of,  or  faithful  Extracts  from,  the 
moft  eminent  Speeches,  delivered  in  th&  Courfe  of  a  moil  im- 
portant and  truly  interefting  Period  of  more  than  fixty  Years ;  feverally 
arranged  under  their  refpeSive  Heads,  with  the  Names  of  die  Mem- 
bers, to  whom  they  are  afcribed,  annexed  thereto.  To  which  it 
prefixed. 

The  LIFE  of  Sir  ROBERT  WALPOLE. 

In  two  Volumes  OAavo*    Price  los.  6d*  in  Boards,  or  las.  bound 
in  Calf  and  lettered* 

A    COMPLETE 

GEOGRAPHICAL  DICTIONARY, 

Or  UNIVERSAL  GAZETTEER,of  Ancient  and  Modem  Geography. 

Containing  a  full,  particular,  and  accurate  Defcription  of  dieluiowa 
World,  in  Europe,  Aiia,  Africa,  and  America  i  comprizing  a  com- 
plete Syflcm  of  Geography,  illuftrated  with  corred  Maps  and  beauttV 
fill  Views  of  the  principal  Cities,  &c.  and  chronolo|;ical  Tables  of 
the  Sovereigns  of  Europe.  The  geographical  Parts  by  John  Sb  alit^ 
A.  M.   Member  of  the  Roman  Academy  j   Author  of  the  Hifhnic^ 
Chronologique,  &cr6e  et  profane  s  Elements  of  Geography  and - 
Aftronomy,  &c.  &c.   interfperfed  with  Extrads  from  the  frivcti 
Manufcripts  of  one  of  the  Officers  who  accompanied  Captain  Cooc 
in  his  Voyage  to  the  Southern  Hemifphere.     The  aftrooomical  Partf 
from  the  Papers  of  the  late  Mr,  Israel  Lyons,  of  Cambridge^ 
Afironomer  in  Lord  Mulgravb's  Voyage  to  the  Northern  Hcmi* 
fphere.     In  two  large  Volumes,  4to.  elegantly  bound  in  Cal^  (ilt 
and  lettered.    Price  al«  as.  or  iL  lis.  6d.  in  Boards. 


^ 


kjl 


0 


r 


-'•WV  '• 


J 


